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T    O 


Sir  JOSHUA   REYNOLDS, 


MY  DEAR  SIR, 

EVERY  liberal  motive  that  can  aftuate  an  Authour 
in  the  dedication  of  his  labours,  concurs  in. 
direfting  me  to  you,  as  the  perfon  to  whom  the  fol- 
lowing work  fhould  be  infcribed. 


If  there  be  a  pleafure  in  celebrating  the  diilinguiihed 
merit  of  a  contemporary,  mixed  with  a  certain  degree 
of  vanity  not  altogether  inexcufable,  in  appearing 
fully  fenfible  of  it,  where  can  I  find  one  in  compli- 
menting whom  I  can  with  more  general  approbation 
gratify  thofe  feelings?  Your  excellence,  not  only  in 
the   Art  over  which  you  have  long  prefided  with 

unrivalled 


iv  DEDICATION. 
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unrivalled  fame,  but  alfo  in  Philofophy  and  elegant 
Literature,  is  well  known  to  the  prefent,  and  will 
continue  to  be  the  admiration  of  future  ages.  Your 
equal  and  placid  temper,  your  variety  of  conver- 
fation,  jour  true  politenefe,  by  which  you  are  fo 
amiable  in  private  fociety,  and  that  enlai^ed  hoi^itality 
which  has  long  made  your  houfe  a  common  centre  of 
union  for  the  great,  the  accompliflied,  the  learned, 
and  the  ingenious ;  all  thefe  qualities  I  can,  in  perfe6l 
confidence  of  not  being  accuied  of  flattery,  afcribe 
to  you* 

If  a  man  may  indulge  an  honeil  pride,  in  having  it 
known  ta  the  world,  that  he  has  been  thought  worthy 
of  particular  attention  by  a  perfon  of  the  .firft  eminence 
in  the  ^e  in  which  he  lived,  whofe  company  has  been 
univerfajly  coi^rt^d,  I  am  juftified  in  availing  myfelf 
of  the  ufual  privilege  of  a  Dedication,  when  I  mention 
that  there  has  beeji  a  long  and  uninterrupted  friendfhip 
between  us.       .     • 


If  gratitude  (hould  be  acknowlec^ed  for  favours 
received,  I  have  this  opportunity,  my  dear  Sir,  moft 
fmcerely  to  thank  you  for  the  many  happy  hours  which. 

I  owe 
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I  owe  -to  your  kindnefe — for  the  cordiality  with  which  ' 
you  have  at  all  times  been  pleafed  to  welcome  me— • 
for  the  number  of  valuable  acquaintances  to  wh6m  - 
you  have  introduced  me — for  the  noStes  ccemeque  Deum, 
which  1  have  enjoyed  under  your  roof. 


If  a  work  fhould  be  infcribed  to  one  who  is  mailer 
of  the  fubjeft  of  it,  and  whofe  approbation,  therefore, 
miift  enfure  it  credit  and  fuccefs,  the  Life  of  Dr.' 
Johnfon  is,  with  the  greateft  propriety,  dedicated  to 
Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds,  who  was  the  intimate  and  beloved 
friend  of  that  great  man ;  the  friend,  whom  he  declared 
to  be"  "  the  moft  invulnerable  man  he  knew;  with 
whoin,  if  he  Ihoiild  quarrel,  he  Ihould  find  the  moft 
difficulty  how  to  abufe.'*  You,  my  dear  Sir,  ftudied  him, 
and  knew  hiin  well :  you  venerated  and  admired  him. 
Yet,  luminous  as  he  was  upon  the  whole,  ybu  per- 
ceived all  the  ftiades  which  mingled  in  the  grand 
compofition,  all  the  little  peculiarities  and  flight  ble- 
mifhes  which  ijiarked  the  literary  Coloflus.  Your 
very  warm  commendation  of  the  i^ecimen  which  I 
gave  in  my  "  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,"  of 
my  being  able  to  preferve  his  converfation  in  an 
authehtick  and  lively  manner,  which  opinion  the 
-  .  .  4  Publick 
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Piiblick  has  confirmed,  was  the  beft  encouragement 
for  me  to  pcrfevere  in  my  purpofe  of  producing  the 
whole  of  ray  ilores. 

In  one  relpe£l  this  work  will  in  fome  |>affages  be 
clifFerent  from  the  former.  In  my  "  Tour"  I  was 
almoft  unboundedly  open  in  my  communications ;  and 
from  my  eagernefs  to  di^lay  the  wonderful  fertility  and 
readinefs  of  Johnfon's  wit,  freely  fliewed  to  the  world 
its  dexterity,  even  when  I  was  myfelf  the  objeft  of 
it.  I  trufted  that  I  fhould  be  liberally  underftood,  as 
knowing  very  well  what  I  was  about,  and  by  no  means 
as  fimply  unconfcious  of  the  pointed  efFe6b  of  the 
fatire.  I  own,  indeed,  that  I  wats  arrogant  enough  to 
fuppofe  that  the  tenor  of  the  reft  of  the  book  would 
fufficiently  guard  me  againft  fuch  a  ftrange  imputation. 
But  it  feems  I  judged  too  well  of  the  world;  for, 

though  I  could  fcarcely  believe  it,  I  have  been 
undoubtedly  informed,  that  many  perfons,  efpecially 
in  diftant  quarters,  not  penetrating  enough  into 
Johnfon's  charafter  fo  as  to  underftand  his  mode  of 
treating  his  friends,    have  arraigned   my  judgement, 

» 

inftead  of  feeing  that  I  was  fenfible  of  all  that  they 
could  obfer\'e, 

* 

o  It 
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It  is  related  of  the  great  Dr.  Clarke,  that  when  in 
one  of  his  leifure  hours  he  was  unbending  himfelf 
with  a  few  friends  in  the  moft  playful  and  frolickfome 
manner,  he  obferved  Beau  Nafli  approaching;  upon 
which  he  fuddenly  flopped: — "My  boys,  (faid  he,) 
let  us  be  grave :  here  comes  a  fool."  The  world,  my 
friend,  I  have  found  to  be  a  great  fool;  as  to  that 
particular,  on  which  it  has  become  neeeffary  to  fpeak. 
very  plainly.  I  have,  therefore,  in  this  work  been 
n;iore  referved;  and  though  I  tell  nothing  but  the 
truth,  I  have  ftill  kept  in  my  mind  that  the  whole  truth 
is  not  always  to  be  expofed.  This,  however,  I  have 
managed  fo  as  to  occafion  no  diminution  of  the  pleafure 
which  my  book  fhould  afford ;  though  malignity  may 
fometimes  be  difappointed  of  its  gratifications. 

I  am^ 

My  dear  Sir, 

Your  much  obliged  friend. 
And  faithful  humble  Servant, 


Mf^Zisu  JAMES  BOSWEUL. 


ADVERriSEMEN'T. 


T  jit  laft  deliver  to  the  world  a  Work  •abicb  I  have  kng  promtjed,  and 
of  fvbicb,  I  am  afraid^  too  high  expeSations  have  been  rmfed, 
Tbe  deU^  of  its  pubiication  muji  be  imputed^  in  a  confiderabk  degree, 
to  tbe  extraordinary  zeal  wbicb  bos  been  Jbewn  by  diftinguijhed  ferfont 
in  all  quarters  to  fupply  me  with  adMtimal  informatim  concerning  its 
illujlrkus  Sui^eB  j  refembUng  in  tins  tbe  grateful  tribes  tfancimt  nations, 
of  wbicb  every  individual  was  eager  to  throw  a  fione  upon  tbe  grave  of 
a  departed  Hero,  and  thus  to  Jhare  in  tbe  pious  office  of  ereSting  an 
b<mourable  ntmument  to  his  memory. 

Tbe  labour  and  anxious  attention  with  wbicb  I  bmje  colleSed  and 
arranged  tbe  materials  of  wbicb  tbtfe  volumes  are  compojed,  will  hardly 
be  conceived  ly  tbofe  who  read  them  with  carelefs  facility.  Thejiretcb 
ef  mind  and  prompt  a^duity  by  wbicb  fo  many  converjations  were 
prefervedf  I  f^felf  at  fome  diftance  of  timet  contemplate  with  wonder  ; 
and  I  muji  be  allowed  to  ju^ejl,  that  the  nature  of  the  work  in  other 
refPeBsy  as  it  confjls  of  innumerable  detached  particuhrs,  all  which, 
even  tbe  mojl  minute,  I  have  J^ared  no  pains  to  afcertain  with  a 
I  fcrupulout 


S  .  ADVERTISEMENT. 

fcrupulous  authenticity^  has  occafioned  a  degree  of  trouble  far  beyond^ 
that  of  any  other  Jpecies  of  compojition.  Were  I  to  detail  the  books 
'which  I  have  confultedy  and  the  inquiries  which  I  have  found  it 
tiecejfary  to  make  by  various  channels^  I  Jhauld  probably  be  thought 
ridiculoujly  ojlentatious.  Let  me  onfy  obferve^  as  a  fpecimen  of  my* 
trouble^  that  I  have  fometimes  had  to  run  half  over  London^  in  order 
to  fix  a  date  correSlly ;  whichy  when  I  had  accomplijhed^  I  well  knew 
would  obtain  me  no  praife,  though  a  failure  would  have  been  to  my 
difcredit.  And  after  all  perhaps^  hard  as  it  may  be^  I  Jhall  not  bc^ 
Jiirprized  if  omifjions  or  mifiakes  be  pointed  out  with  invidious  feverity^ 
I  have  al/b  been  extremely  careful  as  to  the  exaSlnefs  of  my  quotations  ; 
holding  that  there  is  a  reJpeSi  due  to  the  Publick  which  Jhould  oblige 
every  Authour  to  attend  to  tbis^  and  never  to  prefume  to  introduce  them 
with — "  I  think  I  have  read;" — or^ — "  If  I  remember  rights"— ^ 
when  the  originals  may  be  examined^ 

/  beg  leave  to  exprefs  my  warmejl  thanks  to  thoje  who  have  been  pleafed 
to  favour  me  with  communications  and  advice  in  the  conduSl  of  my  Work^ 
But  I  cannot fujiciently  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  my  friend  Mr.  Malbne^, 
who  was  fo  good  as  to  dHow  me  to  read  to  him  almofi  the  whole  of  my  manu^ 
fcripty  and  made  fuch  remarks  as  were  greatly  for  the  advantage  of  the 
Work  y  though  it  is  but  fair  to  him  to  mention ^  that  upon  many  occqfions 
I  differed  from  him^  and  followed  my  own  judgement.  I  regret  exceed-- 
ingly  that  I  was  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  his  revifion^  when  but  about 
one  half  of  the  book  had  paffed  through  the  prefs  y  but  after  having 
completed  his  very  laborious  and  admirable  edition  of  Shak/peare^  for . 

which 


-^ 
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^bicb  he  generoujly  would  accept  of  no  other  reward  but  that  fame  which 
be  hasfo  defervedly  obtained^  he  fulfilled  his  promife  of  a  long-wijhedfor 
vifit  to  his  relations  in  Ireland-,  from  whence  his  fafe  return  finibus 
Atticis  is  dejired  by  his  friends  here,  with  all  the  clajfical  ardour  of  Sic 
te  Diva  potens  Cyprf ;  for  there  is  no  man  in  whom  more  elegant  and 
worthy  qualities  are  united  ^  and  whofe  fociety  therefore  is  more  valued 
by  thofe  who  know  him. 

//  is  painful  fo  me  to  think y  that  while  I  was  carrying  on  this  Jf^ork, . 
feveral  of  thofe  to  whom  it  would  have  been  moji  interejling  have  died^ 
Such  melancholy  difappointments  we  know  to  be  incident  to  humanity  y 
but  we  do  not  feel  them  the  lefs.  Let  me  particularly  lament  the  Reverend 
Thomas  Warton^  and  the  Reverend  Dr.  Adams.     Mr.  Warton^  amid/i 
his  variety  of  genius  and  learning,  was  an  excellent  Biographer.     His 
contributions  to  my  ColleSlion  are  highly  ejiimable ;  and  as  he  had  a  true  relijh 
of  my  "  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,"  Itrujl  IJhould  now  have  been  gratified 
with  a  larger  Jhare  of  his  kind  approbation.    Dr.  Adams,  eminent  as  the 
Head  of  a  College,  as  a  writer,  and  as  a  moft  amiable  man,  had  k^own 
jfohnfon  from  his  early  years,  and  was  his  friend  through  life.     What 
reafon  I  had  to  hope  for  the  countenance  of  that  venerable  Gentleman  to 
this  Work,  will  appear  from  what  he  wrote  to  me  upon  a  former  occafion 
from  Oxford,  November  ij,  1785 : — "  Dear  Sir>  I  hazard  this  letter,  not 
knowing  where  it  will  find  you,  to  thank  you  for  your  very  agreeable 
*  Tour,'  which  I  found  here  on  my  return  from  the  country,  and  in 
which  you  have  depided  our  friend  fo  perfcdlly  to  my  fancy,  in  every 
attitude,  every  fcenc  and  fituation,  that  I  have  thought  myfelf  in  the 
3.  •  cpmpany. 
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company^  and  of  the  party  almoft  throughout.  It  has  giveii  very 
general  fatisfa£tion ;  and  thofe  who  have  found  moft  fault  with  a 
palTage  here  and  there^  have  agreed  that  they  could  not  help  going 
through,  and  being  entertained  through  the  whole.  I  wifli,  indeed, 
fome  few  grofs  expreffions  had  been  foftened,  and  a  few  of  our  hero's 
foibles  had  been  a  little  more  (haded ;  but  it  is  uieful  to  fee  the  weak- 
nefles  incident  to  great  minds ;  and  you  have  given  us  Dr.  Jphnfon*s 
authority  that  in  hiflory  all  ought  to  be  told." 

Sucb  a  fanElion  to  my  faculty  of  giving  ajuji  reprefentation  (f  Dr. 
Jobnfon  I  could  not  conceal.  Nor  will  I  fupprefs  my  JatisfaStion  in  the 
confcioufnefsj  that  by  recording  fo  conjiderable  a  portion  of  the  wifdom  and 
wit  of  ^^  the  brighteft  ornament  of  the  eighteenth  century  *,"  /  bave 
largely  provided  for  the  injiru&ion  and  entertainment  of  mankind. 

Xondon^  April  20»  1791* 

*  See  Mr.  Malone's  Preface  to  his  edition  of  Shakfpeaie. 
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communications  from,  as  to  Johnfon,  ir,  117,  133,  307. 
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■  itB  fupcriority  over  the  country,  i.  251, 
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Macpherfon,  James^  £fq.  i.  444,  6, 8.-— And  fee 

Oflian,^ 
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Mallet,  David,  i.  344»  405;  ii*  289,  4^3* 
— —  his  •  Life  of  Bacon,'  ii,  169. 
Malone,  Edmond,  Efq,  ii.  246,  416* 
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Miller,  Lady,  i.  472. 
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■     ■    Anecdotes  dl^  ii.  198,  37/,  491. 
B  Montrofe, 


I 

1 


\ 

1 
f 

\ 


TAB  L  E     OF     CON  TENT  S. 


MontroAr(Iate)  Duke  of,  anec4ote  of,  ii.  ^96. 
Monuments  in  St.  Paal's  church,  i.  408. 
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CORRECTIONS    and    ADDITIONS. 

Which  the  Reader  is  lequefted  to  make  with  his  Pent  before  perufing  the  following  Life. 

VOLUME      I. 

P.  32,  I.  3  from  the  foot,  y^r  cotcmporarics,  read  conteinporaries* 
P.  8b,  1. 13.  </(f/r  out. 

Page  '53»  line  *4»  f^  a  warren,  read  free  warren* 

P.  136,  1.  6,  for  Is  certainly  the  performance  of  Dr.  Charles  Bathorft^  read  has  beea  erroBeoafljr 
afcribed  to  Dr.  Bathurft,  whofe  chriftian  name  was  Richard. 

P.  173,  1.  16,  17,  24,  26,  y9r  Jennings,  mr^  Jennyns* 
P.  i6c,  1.  8,  fir  Pancoek,  read  Panckoacke. 


has  ftood  many  years. 

Ihid.  1.  4,  fir  a  book  on  the  authenticity  of  the  Goipd  Hiftoiy,  read  ^  An  EnquTry  into  the 
Origin  of  Moral  Virtue." 

Jhid.  1.  1 3  &  1 4,  fir  Innys  read  Innes. 

P.  303,  fir  N«J  i(X9rm^  read  Ni*g  ym^  %^vrm. 

P.  329,  I.  25,  yir  drives  read  drove. 

P.  344,  1.  1 8,  fir  wrote,  read  written. 

P.  374,  I.  24,  fir  been  a  witneis  againft,  rWconneAed  with. 

VOLUME     n. 

P.  191,  I.  8«y^r  Johnfton  r^^^Johnfon. 

P.  346,  L  12,  fir  one  of  his  excellent  prefatofy  difcoudes  toliis  fldys,  read  his  exceUent 
Dedication  of  his  Juvenal. 

Ibid,  1.  15,  tf/2^r  novelty  fxr/^  and. 

P.  367,  in  Note,  fir  Chalmers,  read  Chambers. 

P-  352,  L  16,  afier  Pope  i/t/ert  inverted  commas,  ^raif  dele  them  1.  17,  afier  impofition. 

Ibid,  afier  him  fat  a  comma* 

P.  381,  L  22,  deUva. 

P.  397,  in  the  note,  for  commums  iUa^  read  commtuiis  in  iliam 

P.  4584  before  the  letter  to  the  Reverend  Dr.  Taylor,  in/en^ 

\  To  Mr.  Edmvnd  Ail  en. 

««  DsAft  Sir, 

*'  IT  has  pleafed  God  this  morning  to  deprive  me  of  the  powers  of  fpeech ;  and  as  I 
do  not  know  but  that  it  may  be  his  farther  good  pleafure  to  deprive  me  ioon  of  my  fenfes,  I  requeft 
you  will,  on  the  receipt  of  this  note,  come  to  me,  and  adl  for  me,  as  the  exigencies  of  my  cafe 
may  require.    I  am  iincerely  youxs, 

'  *«  Sam.  Johnson." 

P*  562, 1.  5,  from  the  foot,  after  tongue  infert  a ,  and  prefix  inverted  commas  to  the 

following  word. 

P.  582,  L  10,  after  rcfpedbble  contribution,  add^^l^xxt  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St.  Paul's 
having  come  to  a  refolution  of  admitting  monuments  there,  upon  a  liberal  and  aiagnificent 
plan,  that  cathedral  was  afterwards  fixedon  as  the  place. 
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SAMUEL      JOHNSON,     LL.D. 


To  write  the  life  of  him  who  excelled  all  mankind  in  writing  the 
lives  of  others^  and  who,  whether  we  confider  his  extraordinary  endow- 
ments, or  hb  various  works,  has  been  equdled  by  lew  in  any  age, 
is  an  arduous,  and  may  be  reckoned  in  me  a  prefumptuous  tafk. 

Had  Dr.  Johnfon  written  his  own  life,  in  conformky  mtk  the  o{»nion  which 
he  has  given ',  that  every  man's  life  may  be  beft  written  by  himfelf ;  had  he 
employed  in  the  prefervation  of  his  own  hiftory,  that  clearnels  of  narration 
and  elegance  of  language  in  which  he  has  embalmed  lb  many  eminent  per- 
fons,  the  world  would  probably  have  had  the  moft  perfeA  example  of 
biography  that  was  ever  exhibited.  But  although  he  at  different  times,  in  a 
defultory  manner,  committed  to  writing  many  particulars  of  the  progrcfe  of 
his  mind  and  fortunes,  he  never  had  perfevering  diligence  enough  to  form 
them  into  a  regular  compofition*  Of  thele  memorials  a  few  have  been 
preferved  i  but  the  greater  part  was  conGgned  by  him  to  the  flames^  a  few 
days  before  his  death. 

As  I  had  the  honour  add  happinefs  of  enjoying  his  friendfhip  for  upwards 
of  twenty  years ;  as  I  had  the  fcheme  of  writing  his  life  conftandy  in  view ; 
as  he  was  well  apprifed  of  this  circumftance,  and  from  time  to  time  obligingly 
fetisfied  my  inquiries,  by  communicating  to  me  the  incidents  of  his  early 
years  i  as  I  acquired  a  facility  in  recolleAing,   and  was  very  afliduous  in 
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recording  his  convcrfation,  of  which  the  extraordinary  vigour  and  vivacity 
conftitutcd  one  of  the  firft  features  of  his  chara6ter  j  and  as  I  have  fpared 
no  pains  in  obtaining  materials  concerning  him,  from  every  quarter  where  I 
could  difcover  that  they  were  to  be  found,  and  have  been  favoured  with  the 
moft  liberal  communications  by  his  friends;  I  flatter  mylelf  that  few 
biographers  have  entered  upon  fuch  a  work  as  this,  with  more  advantages, 
independent  of  literary  abilities>  in  which  I  am  not  vain  enough  to  compare 
myfelf  with  Tome  great  names  who  have  gone  before  me  in  this  kind  of 
writing. 

Since  my  work  was  announced,  feveral  Lives  and  Memoirs  of  Dr.  Johnfon 
have  been  publifhed,  the  moft  voluminous  of  which  is  one  compiled  for  the 
Bookfellcrs  of  London,  by  Sir  John  Hawkins,  Knight*,  a  man,  whom,  during 
my  long  intimacy  with  Dr.  Johnfon,  I  never  faw  in  his  company,  I  think 
but  once,  and  I  am  fure  not  above  twice.  Johnfon  might  have  efteemed 
him  for  his  decent,  religious  demeanour,  and  his  knowledge  of  books  and 
literary  hiftory ;  but  from  the  rigid  formality  of  his  manners,  it  is  evident  that 
they  never  could  have  lived  together  with  companionable  eafe  and  familiarity ; 
nor  had  Sir  John  Hawkins  that  nice  perception  which  was  necefliuy  to  mark 
the  finer  aiod  lefs  obvious  parts  of  Johnfon's  charafter.  His  being  appointed 
one  of  his  executors,  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  taking  poffeflion  of  fuch 
fragments  of  a  diary  and  other  papers  as  were  left,  of  which,  before  deliver- 
ing them  up  to  the  jefiduary  legatee,  whole  property  they  were,  he  endea- 
voured to  extract  th^  fubftance.  In  this  he  has  not  been  very  fuccefsful,  as 
1  have  found  upon  a  perufal  of  thofe  papers,  which  have  been  fince  transferred 
to  me.  Sir  John  Hawkins's  ponderous  labours,  I  muft  acknowledge, 
exhibit  a  farrago^  of  which  a  confiderable  portion  is  not  devoid  of  entertain- 
ment to  the  lovers  of  literary  goffiping ;    but  befides  its  being  fwelled  out 


*  The  greateft  part  of  this  book  wa&  written  while  Sir  John  Hawkins  was  alive;  and  I 
avow,  that  one  objefl  of  my  ftridlures  was  to  make  him  feel  fome  conipunflion  for  his  illi- 
toal  treatment  of  Dr.  Johnfon.  Since  his  deceafe,  I  have  fuppreffed  feveral  of  my  remarks 
upon  his  work.  But  though  I  would  not  "  war  with  the  dead*'  offeTiJivefy,  I  think  it  nccefiary 
to  be  llrenuous  in  defence  of  my  illuilrious  friend,  which  I  cannot  be,  without  ftrong  animadver- 
fion  upon  a  writer  who  has  greatly  injured  him»  Let  me  add^  that  though  I  doubt  I  Ihould  not 
have  been  very  prompt  to  gratify  Sir  John  Hawkins  with  any  compliment  in  his  life-time«  I  do 
now  frankly  acknowledge^  tbat>  la  my  opinion,  his  volume,  however  inadequate  and  improper 
as  a  life  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  and  however  difcrcdited  by  unpardonable  inaccuracies  in  other  refpeds, 
contains  a  coUedion  of  curious  anecdotes  and  obfervations,  which  few  men  but  its  Zttthour 
could  have  brought  together* 
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with  long  unneceflary  extrafts  from  various  works,  (even  one  of  feveral 
leaves  from  O/bome's  Harleian  Catalogue,  and  thofe  not  compUfed  by 
Johnfon,  but  by  Oldys)  a  very  fmall  part  of  it  relates  to  the  perfoh  who  is 
the  fubjeft  of  the  book;  and,  in  that,  there  is  fuch  an  inaccuracy  in  the'ftate- 
ment  of  fafts,  as  in  lb  folemn  an  authour  is  hardly  excufable,  and  certainly 
makes  his  narrative  very  unfatisfaftory.  But  what  is  ftill  worfe,  there  is 
riiroughout  the  whole  of  it  a  dark  uncharitable  caft,  by  which  the  moft 
unfavourable  conftruftion  is  put  upon  almoft  every  circumftance  in  the  cha- 
rafter  and  condudt  of  my  illuftrious  friend  j  who,  I  truft,  will,  by  a  true  and 
fair  delineation,  be  vindicated  both  from  the  injurious  mifreprefentations  q( 
this  authour,  and  from  the  (lighter  afpcrfions  of  a  lady  who  once  lived  in  great 
intimacy  with  him. 

There  is,  in  the  Britilh  Mufeum,  a  letter  from  Biihop  Warburton  to  Dr. 
Birch,  on  the  fubjedt  of  biography ;  which,  though  I  am  aware  it  may  expole 
me  to  a  charge  of  artfully  raifing  the  valye  of  my  own  work,  by  contrafting 
it  with  that  of  which  I  have  fpoken,  is  {o  well  conceived  and  exprefled,  that 
I  cannot  refrain  from  here  inferring  it : 


*^  I  SHALL  endeavour  (fays  Dr,  Warburton)  to  give  you  what 
farisfa£tion  I  can  in  any  thing  you  want,  to  be  farisfied  in  any  fubjeft  of 
Milton,  and  am  extremely  glad  you  intend  to  write  his  life.  Almoft  all 
the  life-writers  we  have  had  before  Toland  and  Defmaifeaux,  arc  indeed 
ftrange  infipid  creatures ;  and  yet  I  had  rather  read  the  worft  of  them,  than 
be  obliged  to  go  through  with  this  of  Milton's,  or  the  other's  life  of  Boileau, 
where  there  is  fuch  a  dull,  heavy  fucceflion  of  long  quotations  of  difintereft- 
ing  paflages,  that  it  makes  their  method  quite  naufeous.  But  the  verbofe, 
taftelefs  Frenchman  feems  to  lay  it  down  as  a  principle,  that  every  life 
muft  be  a  book,  and  what's  worfe>  it  proves  a  book  without  a  life  j  for  what 
do  we  know  of  Boileau,  after  all  his  tedious  ftuff  ?  You  are  the  only  one, 
(and  I  Ipeak  it  without  a  compliment)  that  by  the  vigour  of  your  ftile  and 
fentiments,  and  the  real  importance  of  your  materials,  have  the  art  (which 
one  would  imagine  no  one  could  have  miffed)  of  adding  agreements  to  the 
-moft  agreeable  fubjedt  in  the  world,  which  is  Uterary  hiftory^" 
*'  Nov.  24,  1737." 

Inftcad  of  melting  down  my  materials  into  one  mafs,  and  conftantly  fpeak- 
ing  in  my  own  perfon,  by  which  I  might  have  appeared  to  have  more  merit 


>  Brit.  Muf.  4320*  ATcongVs  Catal.  Sloane  MSSi 

B  2 


m 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR-    JOHN^OR 

in  the  execution  of  the  work,  I  have  refolved  to  adopt  and  enlarge  upon  the 
excellent  plan  of  Mn  Mafon,  in  his  Memoirs  of  Gray.  Wherever  narra- 
tive is  neceflarjr  to  explain,  conneft,  and  fupply,  I  fumifli  it  to  the  beft  of 
my  abilities ;  but  in  the  chronological  feries  of  Johnfon's  life,  which  I  trace 
as  diftinftly  as  I  can,  year  by  year,  I  produce,  wherever  it  is  in  my  power, 
his  own  minutes,  letters,  or  converiation,  being  convinced  that  this  mode 
is  more  lively,  and  will  make  my  readers  better  acquainted  with  him,  than 
even  moft  of  thofe  were  who  aftually  knew  him,  but  could  know  him  only 
partially ;  whereas  there  is  here  an  accumulation  of  intelligence  from  various 
points,  by  which  his  character  is  more  fully  underftood  and  illuftrated. 

Indeed  I  cannot  conceive  a  more  perfefl:  mode  of  writing  any  man's  life, 
than  not  only  relating  all  the  moft  important  events  of  it  in  their  order,  but 
interweaving  what  he  privately  wrote,  and  faid,  and  diought  j  by  which  man- 
kind are  enabled  as  it  were  to  fee  him  live,  and  to  "  live  o'er  each  fcene  "  with 
him,  as  he  aftually  advanced  through  the  feveral  ftages  of  his  life.  Had  his 
other  friends  been  as  diligent  and  ardent  as  I  was,  he  might  have  been  almoft 
entirely  preferved.  As  it  is,  I  will  venture  to  fay  that  he  will  be  feen  in  this 
work  more  completely  than  any  man  who  has  ever  yet  lived. 

And  he  will  be  feen  as  he  really  was ;  for  I  profels  to  write,  not  his  pane- 
gyrick,  which  muft  be  all  praife,  but  his  life ;  which,  great  and  good  as  he 
was,  muft  not  be  fiippofed  to  be  entirely  perfeft.  To  be  as  he  was,  is  indeed 
fubjeft  of  panegyrick  enough  to  any  man  in  this  ftate  of  being ;  but  in  every 
pifture  there  fhould  be  fhade  as  well  as  light,  and  when  I  delineate  him 
without  referve,  I  do  what  he  himfelf  recommended,  both  by  his  precept  and 
his  example : 

"  If  the  biographer  writes  from  perfbnal  knowledge,  and  makes  hafte  to 
gratify  the  publick  curiofity,  there  is  danger  left  his  intereft,  Iiis  fear,  his 
gratitude,  or  his  tendernefs  overpower  his  fidelity,  and  tempt  him  to  conceal, 
if  not  to  invent.  There  are  many  who  think  it  an  aft  of  piety  to  hide  the 
faults  or  failings  of  their  friends,  even  when  they  can  no  longer  fufFer  by 
their  deteftion  j  we  therefore  fee  'whole  ranks  of  charafters  adorned  with 
uniform  panegyrick,  and  not  to  be  known  from  one  another  but  by  extrin- 
fick  and  caiual  circumftances,  '  Let  me  remember,  (fays  Hale)  when  I  find 
myfelf  inclined  to  pity  a  criminal,  that  there  is  likewife  a  pity  due  to  the 
country.*  If  we  owe  regard  to  the  memory  of  the  dead,  there  is  yet  more 
refpeft  to  be  paid  to  knowledge,  to  virtue,  and  to  truth*/' 

^  Rambler,  No.  6o» 
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What  I  confider  as  the  peculiar  value  of  the  following  work,  is,  the  quan« 
tity  that  it  contains  of  Johnfon's  converfation ;  which  is  univerfally  acknow- 
ledged to  have  been  eminently  inftruftive  and  entertaining ;  and  of  which 
the  Ipecimens  that  I  have  given  upon  a  former  occafion,  have  been  received 
with  fo  much  approbation,  that  I  have  good  grounds  for  fuppofing  that  the 
world  will  not  be  indifl^erent  to  more  ample  communications  of  a  (imilar 
nature. 

That  the  converfation  of  a  celebrated  man,  if  his  talents  have  been  exerted 
in  converfation,  will  beft  difplay  his  charafter,  is,  I  truft,  too  well  eftablifhed 
in  the  judgement  of  mankind,  to  be  at  all  fliaken  by  a  fneering  obfervation  of 
Mr.  Mafon,  in  his  Memoirs  of  Mr.  William  Whitehead,  in  which  there  is 
literally  no  Lifcy  but  a  mere  dry  narrative  •  of  fa<5ts.  I  do  not  think  it  was 
quite  neceflary  to  attempt  a  depreciation  of  what  is  univerfally  cfteemed, 
becaufe  it  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  immediate  objeft  of  the  ingenious  writer*s 
pen  i  for  in  truth,  from  a  man  fo  ftiU  and  fo  tame,  as  to  be  contented  to  pafs 
many  years  as  the  domeftick  companion  of  a  fuperannuated  lord  and  lady, 
converfation  worth  recording  could  no  more  be  expected,  than  from  a  Chinefe 
mandarin  on  a  chimney-piece,  or  the  fantaftick  figures  on  a  gilt  leather  fkreen. 

If  authority  be  required,  let  us  appeal  to  Plutarch,  the  prince  of  ancient 

biographers.  Out*  t«k  nf\^oi.HiT^t%\^  wpa^jT*  Wirrwg  %.'^t^i  ik^wn^  oi^iry^  rj  Kocxix^j 
^  /**Xf **  /^ip'^v^XP^**    irafocroi^ni  xl  fAtyirxtj  ^  iroKiOf^lx  viXtm.       *•  Nor  is  it 

always  in  the  moft  diftinguifhed  atchievements  that  men's  virtues  or  vices  may 
be  beft  difcemed ;  but  very  often  an  adtion  of  fmall  note,  a  fhort  faying,  or 
a  jeft,  fhall  diftinguifli  a  perfon's  real  charader  more  than  the  greateft  fieges, 
or  the  moft  important  battles  ^'* 

To  this  may  be  added  the  fentiments  of  the  very  man  whofe  life  I  am 
am  about  to  exhibit.  "  The  bufinefs  of  the  biographer  is  often  to  pafs 
(lightly  over  diofe  performances  and  incidents  which  produce  vulgiar  great- 
nels>  to  lead  the  thoughts  into  domeftick  privacies,  and  dilplay  the  minute 
details  of  daily  life,  where  exterior  appendages  are  caft  afide,  and  men  excel 
each  other  only  by  prudence  and  by  virtue.  The  account  of  Thuanus  is  with 
great  propriety  faid  by  its  authour  to  have  been  written,  that  it  might  lay  open: 
to  pofterity  the  private  and  familiar  character  of  that  man,  cujus  ingenium  et 
candorem  ex  ipjius  fcriptis  funt  olim/emper  mira/uri,  whofe  candour  and  genius 
will  to  the  end  of  time  be  by  his  writings  preferved  in  admiration. 

>  Ftotarch's  Life  of  Alexander,— Langhorne't  Tianflatioo* 
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"  There  arc  many  invUible  circumftances,  which  whether  we  read  as  enqui- 
rers after  natural  or  moral  knowledge,  whether  we  intend  to  enlarge  our 
fcience,  or  increafe  our  virtue,  are  more  important  than  publick  occur- 
rences. Thus  Salluft,  the  great  mafter  of  nature,  has  not  forgot  in  his 
account  of  Catiline  to  remark,  that  his  walk  was  now  quick,  and  again  flow, 
as  an  indication  of  a  mind  revolving  with  violent  commotion.  Thus  the 
ftory  of  Melanfthon  affords  a  ftriking  ledture  on  the  value  of  time,  by  in- 
forming us,  that  when  he  had  made  an  appointment,  he  expected  not 
only  the  hour,  but  the  minute  to  be  fixed,  that  the  day  might  not  run 
out  in  the  idlenefs  of  fufpence ;  and  all  the  plans  and  enterprizes  of  De 
Wit  are  now  of  lefs.  importance  to  the  world  than  that  part  of  his  perfonal 
character,  which  reprefents  him  as  careful  of  liis  health,  and  negligent  of  his 
life. 

"  But  biography  has  often  been  allotted  to  writers,  who  feem  very  little 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  their  taflc,  or  very  negligent  about  the  per- 
formance. They  rarely  afford  any  other  account  than  might  be  colleded 
from  publick  papers,  but  imagine  themfelves  writing  a  life,  when  they  exhibit 
a  chronological  feries  of  aftions  or  preferments ;  and  have  fo  litde  regard  to  the 
manners  or  behaviour  of  their  heroes,  that  more  knowledge  may  be  gained 
of  a  man's  real  charafter,  by  a  fliort  converfation  with  one  of  his  fervants, 
than  from  a  formal  and  ftudicd  narrative,  begun  with  his  pedigree,  and  ended 
with  his  fiineral. 

«^  There  are,  indeed,  fome  natural  reafons  why  thefe  narratives  arc  often 
written  by  fiich  as  were  not  likely  to  give  much  inftruftion  or  delight,  and 
why  moft  accounts  of  particular  perfons  are  barren  and  ufelefs.  If  a  life  be 
delayed  till  intereft  and  envy  are  at  an  end,  we  may  hope  for  impartiality,  but 
mull  cxpeft  litde  intelligence  j  for  the  incidents  which  give  excellence  to 
biography  arc  of  a  volatile  and  evanefcent  kind,  fuch  as  foon  clcape  the 
memory,  and  arc  tranfmitted  by  tradition.  We  know  how  few  can  pour- 
tray  a  living  acquaintance,  except  by  his  moft  pronunent  and  obfer- 
vable  particularities,  and  the  groflcr  features  of  his  mind  ;  and  it  may 
be  eafily  imagined  how  much  of  this  litde  knowledge  may  be  loft  in  impart- 
ing it,  and  how  foon  a  fucceflion  of  copies  will  lole  all  refemblancc  of  the 
original  ^** 

I  am  fiiljy  aware  of  the  objedtions  which  may  be  made  to  the  minutenefe  on 
fomc  occafions  of  my  detail  of  Johnfon's  converfation,  and  how  happily  it  is 
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adapted  for  the  petty  cxercife  of  ridicule  by  men  of  iuperficial  underftanding, 
and  ludicrous  £mcy ;  but  I  remain  firm  and  confident  in  my  opinion^  that 
minute  particulars  are  frequently  charadteriftick,  and  always  amufing,  when 
they  relate  to  a  diftinguifhed  man.  I  am  therefore  exceedingly  unwilling 
that  almoft  any  thing  which  my  illuftrious  friend  thought  it  worth  his  while 
to  exprefe,  with  any  degree  of  point,  Ihould  perifli.  For  this  almoft  fuper* 
ftitious  reverence,  I  have  found  very  old  and  venerable  authority,  quoted  by 
our  great,  modern  prelate.  Seeker,  in  whole  tenth  fermon  there  is  the  fol- 
lowing pafiage : 

"  RaiU  David  Kimcbiy  a  noted  Jewifh  conimentator  who  lived  above  five 
hundred  years  ^o,  explains  that  paffage  in  the  firft  Pfalm,  ISs  leaf  alfo  jhall 
not  witbeTy  from  Rabbins  yet  older  than  himfelf,  thus :  That  even  the  idle 
talki  fo  he  cxprefles  it,  of  a  good  man  ought  to  be  regarded -^  the  moft  fuper- 
fluous  thbgs  he  faith  are  always  of  fome  value.  And  other  ancient  authours 
have  the  fame  phrafe,  nearly  in  the  fame  fenfe.  *' 

Of  one  thing  I  am  certain,  that  confidering  how  highly  the  fmall  portion 
which  we  have  of  the  table-talk  and  other  anecdotes  oS  our  celebrated  writers 
is  valued,  and  how  eameftly  it  is  regretted  that  we  have  not  more,  I  am 
juftified  in  preferving  rather  too  many  of  Johnfon's  fayings  than  too  few ; 
elpecially  as  from  the  diverfity  of  difpofitions  it  cannot  be  known  with  cer- 
tainty beforehand,  whether  what  may  feem  trifling  to  (bme,  an4  perhaps  to 
the  coUeftor  himfelf,  may  not  be  moft  agreeable  to  many  i  and  the  greater 
number  that  an  authour  can  pleafe  in  any  degree,  the  more  plcafore  does  there 
^ife  to  a  benevolent  mind. 

To  thofe  who  are  weak  enough  to  think  this  a  degrading  taik,  and  the 
time  and  labour  which  have  been  devoted  tb  it  mifemployed,  I  fliall  content 
myfclf  with  oppofing  the  authority  of  the  greateft  man  of  any  age,  Julius 
CiESAR,  of  whom  Bacon  obfcrves,  that  "in  his  book  of  Apothegms  which  he 
coUefled,  we  fee  that  he  efteemed  it  more  honour  to  make  himfelf  but  a  pair 
of  tables,  to  take  the  wife  and  pithy  words  of  others,  than  to  have  every  word 
of  his  own  to  be  made  an  apothegm  or  an  oracle ^Z* 

Having  faid  thus  much  by  way  of  introdudion,  I  commit  the  following 
pages  to  the  candour  of  the  publick. 

^  Bacon's  Advancement  of  Learning,  Book  I. 

Samuel 
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» 709*  Samuel  Johnson  was  bom  at  Lichfield,  in  Staffordlhire,  on  the  1 8th 

of  September,  N.  S.  1769;  and  his  initiation  into  the  Chriftian  church  was 
not  delayed ;  for  his  baptifm  is  recorded,  in  the  regifter  of  St.  Mary's  parilh 
in  that  city,  to  have  been  performed  on  the  day  of  his  birth :  His  fether  is  there 
ftiled  Gentleman^  a  circumftance  of  which  an  ignorant  panegyrift  has  praifed 
him  for  not  being  proud ;  when  the  truth  is,  that  the  appellation  of  Gentle- 
man, though  now  loft  in  the  indifcriminate  afliimption  of  Efquirey  was  com- 
monly taken  by  thofe  who  could  not  boaft  of  gentility.  His  father  was 
Michael  Johnfon,  a  native  of  Derbyfhire,  of  obfcure  extraftion,  who  ietiled 
in  Lichfield  as  a  bookfcller  and  ftationer.  His  mother  was  Sarah  Ford, 
defcended  of  an  ancient  race  of  fubftantial  yeomanry  in  Warwickfhire.  They 
were  well  advanced  in  years  when  they  married,  and  never  had  more  than  two 
children,  both  fons  i  Samuel,  their  firft  born,  who  lived  to  be  the  iUuftrious 
charadter  whofe  various  excellence  I  am  to  endeavour  to  record,  and 
Nathanael,  who  died  in  his  twenty-fifth  year. 

Mr.  Michael  Johnfon  was  a  man  of  a  lai^ge  and  robuft  body,  and  of  a 
ftrong  and  aftive  mind ;  yet,  as  in  the  moft  folid  rocks  veins  of  unibund  fub- 
ftance  are  often  difcovered,  there  was  in  him  a  mixture  of  that  difeafe,  the 
nature  of  which  eludes  the  moft  minute  enquiry,  though  the  cffefts  are  well 
known  to  be  a  wearinefs  of  life,  an  unconcern  about  thofe  things  which  agitate 
the  greater  part  of  mankind,  and  a  general  fenfation  of  gloomy  wretchednefs. 
From  him  then  his  fon  inherited,  with  fome  other  qualities,  *^  a  vile  melan- 
choly," which  in  his  too  ftrong  expreflion  of  any  diflurbance  or  the  mind, 
"  made  him  mad  all  his  life,  at  leaft  not  fober.*  *'  Michael  was,  however, 
forced  by  the  narix)wncls  of  his  circumftances  to  be  very  diligent  in  bufineis, 
not  only  in  his  Ihop,  but  by  occafionally  reforting  to  feveral  towns  in  the 
neighboiu'hood,  fome  of  which  were  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  Lichfield. 
At  that  time  bookfellers'  (hops  in  the  provincial  towns  of  England  were  very 
rare,  fo  that  there  was  not  one  even  in  Birmingham,  in  which  town  old  Mr. 
Johnfon  ufed  to  open  a  (hop  every  market-day.  He  was  a  pretty  good  Latin 
fcholar,  and  a  citizen  fo  creditable  as  to  be  made  one  of  the  magiftrates 
of  Lichfield ;  and,  being  a  man  of  good  fenfe,  and  fkill  in  his  trade,  he 
acquired  a  reafonable  ftiare  of  wealth,  of  which  however  he  afterwards  loft 
the  greateft  part,  by  engaging  unfuccefsftilly  in  a  manufiifture  of  parchment. 
He  was  a  zealous  high-churchman  and  royalift,  and  retained  his  attachment 
to  the  unfortunate  houfe  of  Stuart,  though  he  reconciled  himfelf,  by  cafuiftical 
arguments  of  expediency  and  neceflity,  to  take  the  oaths  impofed  by  the  pre- 
frilling  power. 

'  Jouroal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,  3d  edit.  p.  213* 

There 
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There  is  a  circumftance  in  his  life  fomewhat  romantickj  but  (o  well 
authenticated)  that  I  fhall  not  omit  it.  A  young  woman  of  Leek,  in 
St^ordihire,  while  he  ferved  his  apprendcefhip  there^  conceived  a  violent 
paflSon  for  him ;  and  chough  it  met  with  no  favourable  return,  followed  him 
to  Lichfield^  where  fhe  took  lodgings  oppc^te  to  the  houfe  in  which  he  lived, 
and  indulged  her  hopelefs  flame.  When  he  was  informed  that  it  6>  preyed 
upon  hex*  mind  that  her  life  was  in  danger,  he  with  a  generous  hunrtanity  went 
to  her  and  offered  to  marry  her,  but  it  was  then  too  late :  Her  vital  power 
was  exhaufted ;  and  fhe  actually  exhibited  one  of  the  very  rare  inftances  of 
dying  for  love.  She  was  buried  in  the  cathedral  of  Lichfield ;  and  he,  witk 
a  tender  regard^  placed  a  ftone  over  her  grave  with  this  infcription : 

Here  Kes  the  body  of 

Mrs.  Elizamth  Blahey,  a  flranger. 

She  departed  this  life 

ao  of  Septentber,  1694. 

Johnfon's  mother  was  a  woman  of  diflinguifhed  tmderftandihg.  I  afked 
his  old  fchool-fellow  Mr.  Heftor,  furgeon,  of  Birmingham,  if  fhe  was  not 
vain  of  her  fbn.  He  frid,  «  fhe  had  too  much  good  fcnfe  to  be  vain,  but 
fhe  knew  her  fon's  value."  Her  piety  was  not  inferiour  to  her  underftand- 
ing  'g  and  to  her  mufl  be  aferibed  diofe^  early  impreflions  of  religion  upon  the 
mind  of  her  fbn,  from  which  die  world  afterwards  derived  fo  much  benefit. 
He  ttdd  me,  that  he  remembered  diftinftly  having  had  the  firft  notice  of 
Heaven  **  a  place  to  which  good  people  went,"  and  Hell  "  a  place  to 
which  bad  people  went,"  communicated  to  him  by  her,  when  a  little 
child  in  bed  with  her;  and  that  it  might  be  the  better  fixed  in  his 
memory,  fhe  fent  him  to  repeat  it  to  Thomas  Jackfon,  their  man-fervant. 
He  not  being  in  the  way,  this  was'  not  done  j  but  there  was  no  occafion  for 
any  artificial  aid  for  its  prefervation. 

In  following  fo  very  eminent  a  man  from  fiis  cradle  to  his  grave,  every 
minute  particular,  which  can  throw  light  on  the  progrefs  of  his  mind,  is  inte-r 
refling.  That  he  was  remarkable,  even  in  his  earliefl  years,  may  eafily  be 
fuppofed  i  for  to  ufe  his  own  words  in  his  JLife  of  Sydenhanrii.  "  That  the 
fltength  of  .'his  underftanding,  the  accuracy  of  his  difecrnment,  and  ardour 
of  his  curibCty,  might  have  been  remarked  from  his  infancy,  by  adiHgent 
obfervcr,  there  is  no  rcafon  to  doubt.    For,  there  is  no  inftance  of  any  man, 

C  whofe 
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»7>«-  whofe  hiftofy  has  been  minutely  related^  that  did  not  in  cvciy  part  of  life 
iEtat.  3.    difcovcr  the  fame  proportion  of  inteiieAual  vigour/' 

In  all  fuch  inveftlgations  it  is  certainly  uhwife  to  pay  too  much  attention 
to  incidents  which  the  credulous  relate  with  eager  fads^ftion^  and  ^  more 
fcrupulous  or  witty  enquirer  tonfideiB  only  as  topicks  of  ridicule.  Yet  there 
is  a  traditional  ftory  of  the  infant  Hercules  of  toryifm,  (6  curioully  chanu> 
teriltick,  that  I  (hall  not  withhold  it.  It  was  communicated !  to  me  in  a 
letter  from  Mifs  Mary  Adye,  of  Lichfield.  .    .  .  .     ? 

**  When  Dr.  Sacheverel  was  at  Lichfield,  Johnibn  was  not  quite  three 
years  old.  My  grand&ther  Hammond  ob&rved  him  at  the  cathedral  perched 
upon  his  father's  ihoulders,  liftening^  and  gaping  at  the  much  celebrated 
preacher.  Mr.  Hammond  afked  Mr.  Johnibn  how  he  could  poflibly  think 
of  bringing.fuch  an  in£uit  to  church,  and  in  the  midft  of  fo  great  a  croud. 
He  aniwered,  becauie  it  was  impoffible  to  keep  him  at  home ;  for,  young  as 
he  was,  he  believed  he  had  caught  the  publick  ipirit  and  zeal  for  Sacheverel> 
and  would  have  ftaid  for  ever  in  the  church,  fatisfied  with  beholding  him." 

Nor  can  I  omit  a  little  inftance  of  that  jealous  independence  of  fpirit,  and 
impetuofity  of  temper,  which  never  fbrfook  him.  The  &£t  was  acknow- 
ledged to  me  by  himfel^  upon  the  authority  o£  his  mother.  One  day,  when 
the  fervant  who  uied  to  be  lent  to  fchool  to  conduft  him.lunne,  hadnot 
come  in  time,  he  let  out  byhimlclf^  thoug^hewas  then ib near-fitted, dut he 
was  obliged  to  ftoop  down  on  his  hands  and  knees  to  take  a  vie^  of  the 
kennel  before  he  ventured  to  ftep  over  iL  His  fcfapolmiftrefi,  afiaid  that  he 
might  tnifs  his  way,  or  fall  into  the  kennel^  or  be  run  over  by  a  cart,  followed 
him  at  iCbme  jdiftaace*  He  happened  to  turn  about  aod  perceive  her^  Feel* 
ing  her  carefiil  attention  as  an  infuk  to  his  manlinels,  he  ran  back  to  her  in 
a  rage,  and  beat  her,  as  well  as  his  ftren^  would  permits 

Of  the  flrength  o£,  his  piemory,  fi>r  which  he  was  all  his  life  eminent  to  a 
degree  40ioft  inpxdible^  the  following  early  inftance  was  told  me  in  his 
prelence  atLiqhfield,  in  1776,  by  hb  ftep-dau£^ter,  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter,  as 
related  to  her  by  his  aioth^r.  When  he  was  a  child  ia  petticoats,  and  had 
learnt  to  rtsd,  Mrs,  jdm&n  one  morning  put  the  common  prayer-book  into 
his  hands,  point^  to  the  coUed  for  the  day,  and  laid,  '^  Sam,  you  muft  get 
this  by  heart.''  She  went  vip  fbirs,  leaving  him  to  ftudy  it :  But  by  the 
tinrie  fhe  had  reached  ^e  fecond  floor,  (he  heard  him  following  hen  '^  What's 
the  matter  ?"  laid  ihe.  ^^  I  can  lay  it,"  he  replied ;  and  repeated  it  diltin^y, 
though  he  could  not  have  read  it  over  more  than  twice. 

But 


/ 
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But  there  has  been  another  ftory  of  his  infant  precocity  generally  circulated, 
and  generally  believed,  the  truth  of  which  I  am  to  refute  upon  his  own 
authority*  It  is  told',  that,  when  a  child  of  three  years  old,  he  chanced  to 
tread  upon  a  duckling,  the  eleventh  of  a  brood,  and  killed  it ;  upon  whiclv 
it  is  faid,  he  dictated  to  his  mother  the  following  epitaph : 

« 

"  Here  lies  good  mafter  duck. 

Whom  Sairiucl  Johnlbn  trod  on ; 
If  it  had  liv'd,  it  had  been  good  kef. 

For  then  we'd  had  an  odd  one" 

there  is  furely  internal  evidence  that  this  little  ^compofition  combines  in  it, 
what  no  child  of  three  years  old  could  produce,  without  an  extenfion  of 
its  Acuities  by  immediate  inipiration ;  yet  Mrs,  Lucy  Porier^^J  Dr.  Johnfon*s 
ftep-daughter,  pofitively  maintained  to  me,  in  his  prefence,  ^^  there  could 
be  no  doubt  of  die  truth  of  this  anecdpte,  for  fhchad  heard  it  £ron>  his 
mother.  So  difficult  is  it  to  obtain  an  authentick  relation  of  faffcs,  and  (iich 
siuthority  may  there  be  for  crrour ;  for  he  alilired  me,  that  his  father  made 
the  verfes,  and  wifhed  to  pals  them  for  his  child's.  He  added,  ^*  n^y  father 
was  a  fooliih  old  man^  that  is  to  lay,  fooliih  in  talking  of  his  children  >.*' 

Young  Johnlbn  had  the  misfortune  to  be  much  afflided  with  the  forophufi, 
or  king's  evil,  which  disfigured  a  countenance  naturally  well  formed,  and 

*  Anecdotes  of  Dr.  Johnfon  hy  Hefter  Lynch  Piozzi,  p.  ti»— -Life  of  Or.  Johnlbn  by  Sir 
John  Hawkuif*  p.  6« 

■  TUs  anecdote  of  the  duck,  tfaoogh  dUpioired  by  internal  and  extemd  evidence*  hat  nerer* 
thdeTs,  opon  fuppofition  of  its  tmdiy  been  piade  Ae  fonndaiiofi  of  the  following  ti^genioas  and 
fanciful  reflections  by  Mi&  Sevraxd,  amongft  the  commnnicaliona  coooetning  Dr.  Johnfiur  with 
which  (he  has  been  pleafcd  to  favour  me.—*'  Thefe  infant  numbecs  contain  the  feeds  of  thofe 
propenficies  which  through  his  life  <b  ibongly  maxked  his  chataAer,  of  ihat  poetick  talent  which 
afimranb  bore  foch  rich  and  pfentiful  fruits;  lor,  excepting  Us  ofthoj;raphicfc  works,  every 
thing  whidi  Dr.  Johnfen  wrote  was  Poetry,  ^faole  cflence  oonfifts  not  in  luinibets^  or  ia  jingk^ 
bat  in  the  ftrcngth  and  glow  of  a  fancy«  to  which  all  die  ikues  lof  nature  and  of  art  &uid  iii» 
pron^t  adminiftcation ;  and  in  an  eloquence  which  convejrs.  Aeir  Uended  iIlttibn(ttions  ip  ^  Ian* 
guage  *  more  tunesAde  than  needs  or  rhyme  or  verfe  to  add  more  harmony/ 

«  The  above  little  verfes  alio  (hew  that  fupeHHtious  bias  which  «  gre^  with  hsa  {^wth,  and 
tongdiened  with  his  fticngtfa/  uA  of  late  years  pgrticulaHy  injured  his  happinefs,  by  pre(aitin^ 
to  hun  the  gloomy  iide  of  rd^gion,  rather  than  Aat  bright  nidchoering  one  which  ^Ms  the  period 
of  clofing  life,  with  the  light  of  pious  hope/' 

This  is  fo  bcautifufly  unag^ned,  that  I  would  not  fuppieTs  it.  But,  like  many  other  theories, 
h  Is  deduced  from  a  fuppofcd  fift,  which  Is,  indeed,  a  GAion.  * 

C  1  -hurt 
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hurt  his  yiiiial  nerves  fo  much,  that  he  did  not  fee  at  all  with  one  of  his  eyes, 
though  its  ajppearanc^  was  little  different  from  that  of  the  other*  There  is 
amon^  his  prayers,  one  infcribed  **  When  my  eye  was  rejiored  to  its  ufe*^* 
which  afcertains  a  defeat  that  many  of  his  friends  knew  he  had,-  though 
I  never  perceived  it.  I  fuppofed  him  to  be  only  near-fighted  j  and  indeed 
I  muft  obferve,  that  in  no .  other  refpeft'  could  I  difccm  any  defedt  in 
his  vifion ;  on  the  contrary,  the  force  of  his  attention  and  perceptive  quick- 
ncfs  made  him  fee  and  diftingiiilh  all  manner  of  objefts,  whether  of  nature 
or  of  art,  with  a  nicety  that  is  rarely  to  be  found,  yvhen  he  and  I  were 
travelling  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  and  I  pointed  out  to  him  a  moun- 
tain which  I  obferved  refembled  a  cone,  he  correfted  my  inaccuracy  by 
fhewing  me,  that  it  was  indeed  pointed  at  the  top,  but  that  one  fide  of  it 
was  larger  than  the  other.  And  the  ladies  with  whom  he  was  acquainted 
agree,  that  no  nlan  was  more  nicely  and  minutely  critical  in  th6  elegance  of 
female  drefs.  When  I  found  that  he  faw  the  romandck  beauties  of  Iflam, 
in  Derbyihire,  much  better  than  I  did,  I  told  him  that  he  refembled 
ah  able  performer  upon  a  bad  infhument.  How  falfe  and  contempt 
tible  then  ^  all  the  remarks  which  have  been  made  to  the  prejudice 
cither  of  Kis  candour  or  of  )us  p|;uloibphy,  ifounded  upon  a  iuppofition  that 
he  was  almoft  blind.  It  has  been  laid,  that  he  contracted  this  grievous 
ihalady  from  fiis  nurfe.  His  mother  yielding  to  the  fuperftitious  notion, 
which,  it  is  wonderful  to  think,  prevailed  fb  long  in  this  counby,  as  to  the 
virtue  of  the  regal  touch  s  a  notion,  which  our  kings  encouraged^  and  to 
which  a  man  of  fuch  inquiry  and  fuch  judgement  as  Carte  could  give  credit; 
carried  him  to  I^oadon^,  where  he  was  an5tually  touched  by  Queen  Anne. 
Mrs.  XtAoAtti  indeed^  as  Mr.  He£tor  infbmved  me,  a6ted  by  the  advice  of  the 
efefebrated  Sir  John  Floyer,  tiien  a  phyficiaii  in  Lichfield.  Johnfon  lifed  to 
talk  of  this  very  fraiiklyi  and  Mrs.  Fiozzi  has  preferved  his  Very  pifhireique 
defcripdoa  of  the  fcene,  as  it  remained  upon  his  fiuicy.  Being  afked  if  he 
could  remember  Queen  AniK,  '^  He  had  (he  iaid)  a  confufed,  but  fom^how 
a  lore  of  felemn  recolk£tion  of  a  lady  in  diamonds,  and  a  long  black  hood  '.'^ 
This  touch,  however,  was  without  any  effedt.  I  ventured  to  lay  to  him,  in 
allufion  to  the  political,  principles  in  y^Kich  he  was  educated,  and  of  which  he 
ever  retained  fooie  odour,  that  <'  his  mother  had  not  carried  him  hx  emrtigh  i 
iot  fliouki  haVe  taken  him'to  Rome/'  . 

He  was  firft  taught  to  read  Englilh  by  Datne  Oliver,  a  widow,  who  k^t 
a  fchbol  fi>r  yOung  children  iil  Lichfield.     He  told  me  Ihe  could  read  the 

*  Piayen  and  Meditations^  p.  27.  '  Anecdotes,  p.  so» 

black 
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black  letter,  and  afked  him  to  borrow  for  her,  from  his  father,  a  bible  in 
that  charafter.  When  he  was  going  to  Oxford,  ftie  cam*e  to  take  leave  of 
him,  brought  him,  in  the  fimplicity  of  her  kindnefs,  a  prefent  of  ginger- 
bread, and  faid  he  was  the  beft  fcholar  (he  had  ever  had.  He  delighted  in 
mentioning  this  early  compliment  j  adding,  with  a  fmile,  that  "  this  was  as 
high  a  proof  of  his  merit  as  he  could  conceive."  His  next  inftruftor  in 
Englilh  was  a  mafter,  whom,  when  he  Ipoke  of  him  to  me,  he  fami- 
liarly called  Tom  Brown,  who,  faid  he,  "  publifhed  a  l^Hing-book,  and 
dedicated  if  to  the  Universe; — but,  I  fear,  no  copy  of  it  can  now  be 
had." 

He  began  to  learn  Latin  with  Mr,  Hawkins,  ufher,  or  under-mafter  of 
Lichfield  fchool,  "  a  man  (faidche)  very  fldlful  in  his  little  way."  With 
him  he  continued  two  years,  and  then  rofe  to  be  under  the  care  of  Mr. 
Hunter  the  head-mafter,  who,  according  to  his  account,  "  was  very  fevere> 
and  wrong-headedly  levcre.  He  ufcd  (laid  he)  to  beat  us  unmercifully ;  and 
he  did  not  diftinguifh  between  ignorance  and  negligence ;  for  he  would  beat 
a  boy  equally  for  not  knowing  a  thing,  as  for  neglefting  to  know  it.  He 
would  afk  a  boy  a  queftion ;  and  if  he  did  not  anftver  it,  he  iJ^ould  beat 
him,  without  confidering  whetter  he  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing  ho^ 
to  anfwer  it.  For  inftance,  he  would  call  up  a  boy  and  afk  him  Latin  for  A 
candleftick,  which  the  boy  could  not  expeft  to  he  alkcd.  Now>  Sir,  if  a 
boy  could  anlwcr  eVeiy  queftion,  there  would  be  no  need  of  a  ittafter  to 
tfeaichhim.'"  • 

It  is,  however^  but  jufKcc  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Hunter  to  mention^  that 
though  he  might  err  in  being  too  fevere^  the  fchocli  of  Ltchfield  was  vcr^ 
tefpeftable  in  his  time.  The  late  Dr.  Tnyior,  Prebendary  of  Wcftminfter,. 
who  vras  educated  under  him,  Idid  hie,  that  he  was  an  etareHent  mafter,  and 
khat  his  lifhers  were  moft  of  them  men  of  emfiience  5  diat-  Holbrook,  6ite  dC 
the  moft  ingenious  men,  beft  feholars,  and  beft  preachers  of  his  age,  wa^ 
uflier  dwing  the  greateft  part  of  the  time  that  Johnfon  was  at  fchool.  Then 
tame  Hague,  of  whona  ta  mlich  might  be  faid,  with  the  addition  diat  he  was 
an  degAnt  poet.  Hagiiie  was  fucceeded  bf  Gteen,  afterward  iifliop  oF 
lAvkoths  wIk)^  icharafter  m  Ae  Itemed  woiid  is  m^  known.  In  the  fame 
ferm  ^A  Johhftn  ^as  Congr^e^  Who  aftdrwaafds  became  chaplain  to  Arch- 
bilhdfS  tewJter5  aiAl  fey  thtft  cdnnbftiiin  tibtained  gdod  preferment  in  IrdhuKf; 
He  was  a  yttunger  foh  of  the  anci<int  family  idf  tohgrevti  in  StaflBrdffiire,  of 
Which  tiic  poit  was  d  branch*    HH  bft)Aer  fold  the  eftate.    There  Was  iSi 
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Lowe,  afterwards  Canon  of  Windfor;  who  was  tutor  to  the  prefent  Marquis 
Townlhend,  and  his  brother  Charles. 

Indeed  Johnfon  was  very  fenfiblc  how  much  he  owed  to  Mr.  Hunter- 
Mr.  Langton  one  day  aflced  him  how  he  had  acquired  fo  accurate  a  know- 
ledge of  La^in^  in  which,  I  befieve,  he  was  exceeded  by  no  man  of  his 
time  i  he  faid,  "  My  mafter  whipt  me  very  well  Without  that.  Sir,  I 
fhould  have  done  nothing."  He  told  Mr.  Langton,  that  while  Hunter  was 
flogging  his  boys  unmercifully,  he  ufed  to  fay,  "  And  this  \  do  to  fave  you 
from  the  gallows."  Johnfon,  upon  all  occafions,  expreffed  his  approbation 
of  enforcing  inftrudtion  by  means  of  the  rod*  "  I  would  rather  (faid  he) 
have  the  rod  to  be  the  general  terrour  to  all,  to  make  them  leafn,  than  tell  a 
cliild,  if.  you  do  thus,  or  thus,  you  witl  be  more  efteemed  than  your  brodiers 
or  fitters.  The  rod  produces  an  efFeft  which  terminates  in  itfelf.  A  child  is 
afraid  of  b^ing  whipped,  and  gets  his  talk,  and  there's  an  end  on't  j  whereas, 
by  exciting  emulation  and  comparifons  of  fuperiority,  yop  lay  the  foundation 
of  tailing  mifchief;  you  make  brothers  and  fitters  hate  each  other." 

Mr.  Langton  told  me,  that  when  Johnfon  faw  fome  young  ladies  in  Lin- 
colnfhire  who  were  remarkably  well  behaved,  owing  to  their  mother's  ftri£t 
difcipline  and  fevere  correftbn,  he  exclaimed,  in  one  of  Shakipearc's  lines 
a  little  varied,  '*  Rody  I  will  honour  thee  for  this  thy  duty." 

That  fuperiority  over  his  fellows,  which  he  niaintained  with  fo  much  dig- 
nity in  his  march  through  life,  was  not  afTumed  fix>m  vanity  and  oflentation, 
but  was  the  natural  and  conttant  effed):  of  thofe  extraordinary  powers  of  mind^ 
jof  which  he  could  not  but  be  confcious  hy  compariibn  \  the  intellefbual 
difference,  which  in  other  cafes  of  compariibn  of  charafbers  is  often  a  matter 
of  undecided  conteft,  being  as  dear  in  his  cale  as  the  fuperiority  of  flature 
in  fome  men  above  others.  Johnfon  did  not  ftrut  or  ftand  on  tip-toe :  He 
only  did  not  fhx^.  From  his  ^arliett  years,  his  fuperiority  was  perceived 
and  acknowledged.  He  was  from  the  beginning  Avo^^  AvJ|p«v,  a  king  of  men. 
His  fchoolfeUow,  Mr.  He^or,  has  obligingly  fumifhed  me  with  many  par- 
ticulars of  his  boyifh  days ;  and  affiired  me,  that  he  never  knew .  him 
correAed  at  fchoolj  but  for  talking  and  diverting  other  boys  from  their 
bufinefs.  He  feemed  cq  Icam  by  intuition  \  for  though  indolence  and  pro- 
craftination  were  inherent  in  his  conftitution,  whenever  he  made  an  exertioo 
he  did  more  than  any  one  elie.  In  fhort,  he  is  a  memorable  inftance  of 
what  has  been  often  obferved^  that  l^  boy  is  the  man  in  4miniature ;  and 
that  the  diftinguifhing  chaia&erifticks  of  each  individual  are  the  fame,  through 
the  whole  courfc  of  life.    His  fiivourites  ufcd  to  receive  very  liberal  aifittance 

fix>m 
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from  him  I  and  fuch  was  the  fubmiilion  and  deference  with  which  he  was 

treated  J  fuch  the  defire  to  obtain  his  regard^  that  three  of  the  boys,  of  whom 

Mr.  He&or  was  fometimes  one,  ufed  to  come  in  the  morning  as  his  humble 

attendants,  and  carry  him  to  fchool.    One  in  the  middle  ftcoped,  while  he 

fat  upon  his  back,   and  one  on  each  fide  fupported  him ;  and  thus  he  was 

borne  triumphant.     Such  a  proof  of  the  early  predominance  of  intellefhial 

vigour  is  very  remarkabJe,  and  does  honoiir  to  human  nature.     Talking  to 

me  once  himielf  of  his  being  much  diftinguiflied  at  ichooF,   he  told  me,  ^    L 

^'  they  never  thought  to  raifc  me  by  comp^hg  me  to  any  one  i  they  never  I 

faid>  JohnfoA  is  as  good  a  fchofeir  as  fuch  a  one ;  but  ilich  a  one  is  as  good  a  ^ 

fcholar  as  Johnfbn ;  and  this  was  faid  but  of  one,,  but  (^  Lowe  -,   and  I  do  ^ 

not  thlAk  he  wa^  as. good  a  icholar." 

He  difcovered  a  great  anibition  to  excel,  which  rouied  him  to  coimtenuft 
his  indolence.  He  was  uncoqumonly  ihquifitive;  and  his  memory  was  fo 
tenacious^  that  he  never  fcM'got  any  thing  that  he  either  heard  or  read.  Mr. 
Hedor  remembers  having  recited  to  him  eighteen  veries,  which,  after  a  little 
pau^,  he  repeated  verbatim^  varying  only  one  epithet^  by  which  he  improved 
the  line.  > 

He  never  joined  with  the  other  boys  in  their  ordinary  diverfions ;  his  only 
axnufement  was  in  winter,  when  he  took  a  pleafiire  in  being  drawn  upon  the 
ice  by  a  boy  barefooted,  who  pulled  him  along  by  a  garter  fixed  round  him  ;  ' 

no  very  eaiy  operation,  as  his  fize  was  remarkably  large.  His  defective 
fight>  indeed,  prevented  him  from  enjoying  the  conunon  iports ;  and  he  once 
pleafantly  remarked  to  me,  how  wonderfully  well  he  had  contrived  to  be 
idle  without  them.  Lord  Chefterfield^  however^  has  jufUy  obferved  in  one 
of  his  letters,  when  earneftly  cautioning  a  friend  againft  the  pernicious  eficAs 
'of 'idlenefe,  diat  a&ive  ^rts  are  not  to  be  reckoned  idlenefs  in  young 
people ;  and  that  the  lifllefs  torpor  of  doing  nothing,  alone  deferves  that 
name.  Of  this  difmal  inermefs  of  difpofition^  Johnfbn  had  all  his  life  too 
great  a  fhare.  Mn  Hector  relates^  diat  ''he  could  not  oblige  him  more  than 
by  fauntering  away  the  hours  of  vacation  in  the  fields^  during  which  he  was 
more  engaged  in  talking  to  himfelf  than  to  his  companion.'* 

Dr.  Percy,  the  Bifhop  oi  Dromore,  who  was  long  intimately  acquainte4 
with  him,  and  has  preferved  a  few  anecdotes  concerning  him,  regretting  tl^u: 
he  was  not  a  more  diligent  coUeftor,  informs  me^  that ''  when  a  boy  he  was 
immoderately  fond  of  reading  romances  of  chivalry,  aiKl  he  retained  his  fond- 
nefs  for  them  through  life ;  fo  that  (adds  his  Lordfhip)  Q)ending  part  of  a 
iummcr  at  my  parfonage-houfe  in  the  country,  he  chofe  for  his  regular  read- 
ing 
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ing  the  old  Spaniih  romance  of  Felixma&tb  of  Hircania,  in  fbliOj  ^vhich  he 
rea4  quite  through.  Yet  I  have  heard  him  attribute  to  thefe  extravagant 
fidUons,  that  unfetded  turn  of  mind  which  prevented  his  ever  fixing  in  sviy 
profeffion," 

After  having  reJlded  for  ibme  thne  at  the  houfe  of  his*  uncle,  Cor- 
nelius Fo£d,  Johnfon  was,  at  the  age  of  fifteen^  removed  tx>  the  fchool  of 
Stourbridge,  in  Worcelierlhire,  of  which  Mr.  Wentworth  was  then  mafter. 
This  Itep  was  taken  by  the  advice  of  his  coufin,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Fwd,  a 
man  in  Whom  both  talents  and  good  difpofitions  were  difgraced  by  licen- 
doufhefsS  *  but  who  was  a  very  able  judge  of  what  was  right.  At  this  fchool 
he  did  not  receive  fo  much  benefit  as  was  expelled.  It  has  been  faid,  that 
he  afted  in  the  capacity  of  an  afTiflant  to  Mr^  Wentworth,  in  teaching  the 
younger  boys.  "  Mr.  Wentwort^  (he  told  me)  was  a^very  able  man,  but 
an  idle  man,  and  to  me  very  fevere  i  but  I  cannot  blame  him  much.  I  was 
then  a.  big  boy ;  he  faw  I  did  not  reverence  him ;  and  that  he  iht>uld  get  no 
honour  by  me.  I  had  brought  enough  widi  me,  to  carry  me  through ;  and 
all  I  jQiould  get  at  hi^  fchool  would  be  afcribed  to  my  own  labour,  or  to  my 
former  mafler.     Yet  he  taught  me  a  great  deal." 

He  thus  diicriminatisd,  xo  Dr.  I'ercy,  Bifhop  c£  Dromore,  his  progrefs  at 
lus  two  grammar-ichools.  ^^  At  one,.  I  learnt  much  in  the  fchool,  but  litde 
from  the  mafiser ;  in  the  other,  I  learnt  much  from  die  mafter,  but  litde  in 
the  fchool." 

The  Bifhop  alfo  informs  me,  that  "  Dr.  Johnfon's  father,  before  he  was 
received  at  Stourbridge,  appKedto  have  him  admitted  as  a  fcholar  and  afliftant 
to  the  Reverend  Samuel  Lea,  M.  A.  head  maflcr  of  Newport  fchool,  in 
Shropfhire,  (a  very  diligent  good  teacher,  at  tliat  time  in  high  reputation, 
under  whom  Mr.  HoUis  is  faid,  in  the  Memoirs  of  his  Life,  to  have  been 
alfb  educated*).  This  application  to  Mr.  Lea  was  not  fliccefsful;  but 
Johnfon  had  afterwards  the  gratification  to  hear  that  die  old  gendeman,  who 
lived  to^  a  very  advanced  age,  mentioned  it  as  one  of  themofl  memorable  events 
of  his- life)  that  **  he  was^wrj^w^r  having  that  great  man  for  his  fcholar." 

He  remained  at  Stourbridge  litde  more  than  a  year,  and  then  returned 
home,  where  he  may  be  fid  to  have  loitered,  for  two  years,  in  a  flate  very 
unwordiy  his  uncommon  sdnfities.  He  had  already  given  feveral  proofs  of 
his  poetical  genius,    bodi  in  his  fchool-cxerrifcs  and  in  other   occafion^ 


^  Ht  i»  farj  tO'  be  tbe  oiigiaaLof  ifae  pttfon- »  Hdgacth's  Modem  Midnight  Converfation. 
'  As  was  likewife  thp  Biftty  of  QrqjBcre  auDy.  jca»  afiierwarda* 
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compofitions.  Of  diefe  I  have  obtained  a  confiderable  cpUeftion,  By  the 
favour  of  Mr.  Wentworth,  fon  of  one  of  his  mafters,  and  of  Mr.  Heftor, 
his  fchoolfcUow  and  friend^  from  which  I  feleft  the  following  fpecinvcas  : 

Tranjlaticn' of  Virgil.     Pajioral  I. 

M  E  L  I  B  iii:  u  s. 

N  O  W,  Tityrus,  you,  fupine  and  carelefs  laid. 
Play  on  your  pipe  beneath  this  beechen  (hade ; 
While  wretched  we  about  the  world  muft  roam. 
And  leave  our  pleafing  fields  and  native  home. 
Here  at  your  eafc  you  fing  your  amorous  flame. 
And  the  wood  rings  with  Amarillis*  name. 

TITVRU«. 

Thofe  bleflings,  friend,  a  deity  beftow*d. 
For  I  fliall  never  think  him  lefs  than  God ; 
Oft  on  his  altar  ihall  my  firfUings  lie, 
Their  blood  the  confecratcd  ftones  fliall  dye : 
He  gave  my  flocks  to  graze  the  flowery  meadsj 
And  me  to  tune  at  eafe  th'  unequal  reeds. 

MELIBiCUSU 

My  admiration^nly  I  expreft, 
(No  fpark  of  envy  harbours  in  my  breaft) 
That  when  confufion  o'er  the  country  reigns^ 
To  you  alone  this  happy  ftate  remains. 
Here  I,  though  faint  myfelfi  muft  drive  my  goats» 
Far  from  their  antient  fields  and  humble  cots. 
This  icarce  I  lead,  who  left  <m  yonder  rock 
Two  tender  kids,  the  hopes  of  all  the  flock« 
Had  we  not  been  perverfc  and  carelefs  grown. 
This  dire  event  by  omens  was  forefliown  i 
Our  trees  were  blafted  by  the  thunder  ftroke. 
And  left-hand  crows,  firom  an  old  hollow  oak, 
Foretokl  the  coming  evil  by  their  difiTial  croak. 

D  Trmfiatim 
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froiifiatm  of  Horace^   Book  L  Ode  xxu« 

THE  man^  my  friend>  whole  confcious  keait 

With  virtue's  facred  ardour  glows. 
Nor  taints  with  death  the  envenom'd  dari^ 

Nor  needs  the  guard  of  Moorifh  bows ; 

« 

Though  Scythia's  icy  clifis  he  treads> 
Or  horrid  Afiick's  fsuthlefi  fands  i 

Or  where  the  fam'd  Hydaipes  Ipreads 
His  liquid  wealth  o'er  barbarous  lands* 

For  while  by  Chloe's  image  charmM^ 
Too  &r  in  Sabine  woods  I  ftray'd^ 

Me  finging^  careleis  and  unarmed, 
A  giizly  wolf  filrprifedy  and  fled. 

No  favage  more  portentous  ftain'd 
Apulia's  Ipacious  wilds  with  gore  ; 

None  fiereer  Juba's  thirfly  land. 
Dire  nurfe  of  raging  fions,  bore* 

Place  me  where  ik>  fbft  flimmer  gale 
Among  the  quiverir^  branches  fighs  ^ 

Where  clouds  condensed  for  ever  veil 
With  horrid  glopm  the  fi^wning  Ikies  t 

Place  me  beneath  the  burning  Isne^ 
A  clime  deny 'd  to  human,  cace  % 
^  I'll  fing  of  Chloe^s  ,cbara)S  diviae. 

Her  heav'hly  ytjkf  1  aqd  bowtfious  face«. 

TratiflatiM  of  Horacb,   Book  IL   Ode  ix^ 

CLOUDS  dq  not alwa^  veil  die  ikies, 
:  Nor  {hower$  imraeile  i3ie  verdattC  plain  i 

[  Nor  do  the  biflows  always  iJie, 

Or  flx)rms  afliift  the  ruffled  main. 


Nor 
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Nor,  Valgius,  on  th*  Armeman  fliorcs 

Do  the  chain'd  waters  adways  freeze ; 
Not  always  furious  Boreas  roars. 

Or  bends  with  violent  force  the  trees^ 

« 

But  yoji  2at  ever  drown'd  in  tears. 

For  Myites  dead  yofu  ever  mourn ; 
No  fetting  Sol  can  eafe  your  care. 

But  fiiids  you  fad  at  his  return. 

The  wife  experienc'd  Grecian  lage, 

Moum'd  not  Antllochus  £>  long  i 
Nor  did  Kmg  Priam's  hoary  age 

So  much  lament  his  flaughter'd  (on. 

Leave  c^  an  fength,  ^fe  woman's  fi^, 

Auguftus'  numerous  tm{)hies  fingj 
Repeat  that  prince's  vidteries. 

To  whom  all  nimons  tribute  bring. 

Niphates  rolls  an  humbler  wave. 

At  length  the  undaunted  Scythian  yieUS) 
Content  to  live  the  Romans'  (lave. 

And  icarce  fbrfakes  his  native  fields. 

^ranflaiicH  of  part  tf  the  Dudapu  Between  Hbct6r  m^Akdromachb; 

fircffi  tbejixtb  Beck  of  Hokter's  Iliad. 

»  ' 

SHE  ceas'ds  then  godlike  Hedor  anfwer'd  kind,^» 
(His  various  pkimagc  ipordng  in^  die  wind) 
That  poft^  and  ail  the  reit^  Ihall  be  my  care  ^ 
But  fliall  I^  then,  forfake  the  uafinifli'd  war  ? 
How  would  the  Trcgans  brand  great  Heir's  name ! 
And  one  bafe  a£tion  fully  all  my  fame, 
Acquir'd  by  wounds,  and  battles  bravely  fbi^t ! 
Oh !  how  my  foul  abhors  ib  mean  a  thought. 
Long  lince  I  leam'd  to  flight  this  fleeting  breath. 
And  view  with  cheerful  eyes  af{)roaching  death. 
The, inexorable  fifl:ers  have  decreed 
That  Priam's  houfe,  and  Priam's  icdf  fliall  bleed; 

D  2  The 
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The  day  will  come,  in  which  proud  Troy  flxall  yield. 
And  fprcad  its  fmoking  nrins  o'er  the  field. 
Yet  Hecuba's,  nor  triam's  hoary  age. 
Whole  blood  Ihall  quench  fome  Grecian's  thirfty  rage. 
Nor  my  brave  brothers,  that  have  bit  the  ground. 
Their  fouls  difmifs'd  through  many  a  ghaftly  wound. 
Can  in  my  bofom  half  that  grief  create. 
As  the  fad  thought  of  your  impending  fate : 
When  fome  proud  Grecian  dame  Ihall  taflcs  impoie, 
Mimick  your  tears,  and  ridicule  your  woes ; 
Beneath  Hyperia's  waters  Ihall  you  Iwcat, 
And,  fainting,  fcarce  fupport  the  liquid  weight : . 
Then  (hall  fome  Argive  loud  infuldng  cry,. 
Behold  the  wife  of  He6tor,  guard  of  Troy  ! 
Tears,  at  my  name,  Ihall  drown  thofe  beauteous  eyes> 
And  that  fair  bofom  heave  with  rifing  fighs  ! 
Before  that  day,  by  fome  brave  hero's  hand. 
May  I  lie  flain,  and  Ipurn.  die  bloody  fand  I 

7*0  a  Young  Lady  on  her  Birth-Day*. 

THIS  tributary  verfe^ receive,  my  fair. 
Warm  with  an  ardent  Idver's  fondeft  pray'r. 
May  this  returning  day  for  ever  find 
Thy  form  more  lovely,  more  adom'd  thy  mind  ^ 
All  pains,  all  cares>  may  favouring  heav'n  remove^ 
All  but  the  Iweet  folicitudes  of  love ! 
May  powerful  nature  join  with  grateful  art. 
To  point  each  glance,  and  force  it  to  the  heart  f 
O  then,  when  conquer'd  crouds  confefs  thy  (way,- 
When  even  proud  wealth  and  prouder  wit  obey,' 
My  fair,  be  mindfiil  of  the  mighty  truft, 
Alas !  'tis  hard  for  beauty  to  be  juft.      • 
Thofe  fovereign  charms  with  flrifteft  care  employ ; 
JNor  give  the  generous  pain,  the  worthlels  joy : 
With  his  own  fornri  acquaint  the  forward  fool. 
Shewn  in  the  faithful  glafs  of  ridicule  j 


# 


Mr.  Hc6fa>r  i^Sfyao^  mc,  tbat tUs  was  made  ^inofl^vrtfrQmftUi  in  his  pxdbice. 
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Teach  mimick  cenliire  her  o^n  faults  to  find. 
No  more  let  coquets  to  themfelves  be  blind. 
So  ihall  Belinda's  charms  improve  mankind. 

The  Youkg  Authour^ 

WHEN  firft  the  peafant,  long  inclined  to  roam, 
Forfakes  his  rural  Iports  and  peaceful  home, 
Pleas'd  with  the  fcene  the  fmiling  ocean  yields, 
He  fcoms  the  verdant  meads  and  flow'ry  fields; 
Then  dances  jocund  o'er  the  watery  way. 
While  the  breeze  whirrs,  and  the  ftreamers  play  t 
Unbounded  prolpefts  in  his  boibm  roll,^ 
And  fiiture  millions  lift  his  rifing  ibul  -,. 
In  blifsfiil  dreams  he  digs  the  golden  mine,. 
And  raptur'd  fees  the  new-found  ruby  ihine* 
Joys  infincere  I  thick  douds  invade  the  fkies. 
Loud  roar  the  billows^  high  the  waves  arife; 
Sick'ning  with  fear>  he  longs  to  view  the  Ihore, 
And  vows  to  truft  the  faithlefs  deep  no  more. 
So  the  young  Authour,  panting  after  £une. 
And  the  long  honours  of  a  lafting  name, 
Entrufls  his  happinefs  to  human  kind^ 
More  falfe,  mqre  cruel,  than  the  feas  or  wind. 
**  Toil  on,  dull  croud,  in  extacies  he  cries. 
For  wealth  or  title,  perifhable  prize  s 
While  I  thofe  tranfitory  bleffi^  fcom. 
Secure  of  praifc  fropa  ages  yet  unborn*" 
This  thought  oqpe  form'd^  all  counfel  comes  too  late. 
He  fiies  to  prefs,  and  hurries  on  his  fate ; 
Swiftly  he  fees  the  imagined  laurels  fpread^ 
And  feels  the  unfading  wreath  furround  his  head. 
Warn'd  by  another's  fate,  vain  youth,  be  wife, 
Thofe  dreams  were  Setde's  once,  and  Ogilby's :    . 
The  panriphlet  fpreads,  inceflant  hiffes  rife. 

To  fome  retreat  the  baffled  writer  flies  5 

.•      •  • 
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This  he  inTeited,  with  man^r  dtei*4«at|  in  the  GcBtkaw't  Magazine,.  17^3^ 
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"Where  no  (bur  criticks  iharl^  no  (beers  moieftt 
Safe  from  the  tart  lampoon,  and  flinging  jeft  s 
There  be^  of  heav'n  a  lefe  difldnguiih'd  lot^ 
Glad  to  be  hid^  and  proud  to  be  forgot. 

Epilogue,  mtendedto  have  beenjpoken  by  a  Ladv  who  was  to pirjtmate  tb< 

Gboft  of  Hermion'e*. 

T  E  blooming  train,  who  give  de(pair  or  joy, 
Blefs  with  a  fmile,  or  with  a  frown  deftroy ; 
In  whole  feir  cheeks  dcftrudtire  C?ujMds  wait. 
And  with  unerring  ihafts  diAribute  fiite; 
^  ^  Whofe  fiiowy  breafts,  whofe  animated  eyes. 

Each  youth  iuimires,  though  each  admirer  dies  j 
*  Whilft  you  deride  their  pangs  in  baib'rous  play, 

Unpitying  fee  them  weep,  and  hear  diem  pray, 
And  unrelenting  i^rt  ten  thoufand  Kves  away ; 
For  you,  ye  fair,  I  quit  the  gloomy  phift's, 
^  Where  fable  night  in  all  her  horrbul-  reigns ; 

No  fragrant  bowers,  no  delightful  gkdcs. 
Receive  th'  unhappy  ghdh  of  fcomful  maids. 
For  kind,  for  tender  nymphs  the  myrde  blooms. 
And  weaves  her  bending  boughs  in  pleafing  glooms  a 
Perennial  tofes  deck  each  purple  vale. 
And  fcents  ambrofial  breathe  in  every  gale : 
Far  hence  are  banifli'd  vapours,  fplten,  aid  tears. 
Tea,  fcandal,  ivory  teedi,  and  languid  airs ; 
No  pug,  nor  favourite  Gupid  there  enjoys 
The  balmy  kifs,  for  vAAdti  poor  Thyrfis  dies ;  '       * 

Form'd  to  delight,  Aey  v/kno  foreign  arms. 
Nor  torturing  whalebones  pindi  them  into  charms ; 
No  confcious  bhiftes  there  their  cheeks  inflame. 
For  thofe  who  feel  no  gdlt  c«t  know  no  fhame  5 
.  Unfaded  ftiU  thfcir  ibi^iher  chamis  they  fhew. 
Around  them  pleafores  wMt,  and  joys  for  ever  new* 

«  Some  young  ladies  at  Lichfield  having  piopofed  to  aA  ''  The  Diftreffed  Mother,"  Johnfon 
wrote  this*  and  gave  it  t»  Mr»  Hefilos  to  ^oiiYe^  h  pmaldx  10  them. 

3  But 
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But  cruel  virgins  meet  fevcrer  fates  5 
Expell'd  and  exil'd  from  the  biifsful  leats^. 
To  difinal  realms^,  and  regions  void  of  peacc^ 
Where  furies  ever  howl,  and  fcrpents  hifs. 
O'er  the  fad  plains  perpetual  tempefts  figh  j 
And  pois'nous  vapours,  black'ning  all  the  lky>. 
With  livid  hue  the  faireft  face  o'ercaft. 
And  every  beauty  withers  at  the  blaft : 
Where  e'er  they  fly  their  lover's  ghofts  purfuei. 
Inflidting  all  thofe  ills  which  once  they  knew  i 
Vexation,  Fury,  Jealouiy,  Defpair, 
Vex  ev'ry  eye,  and  every  bofbm  tear  -^ 
Their  foul  deformities  by  all  defcry'd. 
No  maid  to  flatter,  and  no  paint  to  hide. 
Then  melt,  ye  fair,  while  crouds  around  you.  (ighj. 
r     Nor  let  difdain  (it  low'ring  in  your  eye ; 
With  pity  fbften  every  awful  grace. 
And  beauty  finile  auQ)icious  in  each  face ;; 
To  eafe  their  pains  exert  your  milder  power, 
'  So  Ihall  you  guUtlefe  reign>.  and  all  mankind  adore;. 

The  two  years  which  he  fpent  at  home,  after  his  return  from  Stourbridjgc,, 
he  pafTed  in  what  he  theu^t  kllenefs„  and  was  Icolded  by  his  father  for  his 
want  of  fleady  application.  He  had  no  fettled  plan^  of  life,  nor  looked 
forward  at  all,  but  merely  lived  from  day  to  day.  Yet  he  read  a  great  deal 
in  a  dcfoltory  manner,  without  any  icheme  of  Ihidy,  as  chance  threw 
books  in  his  way>  and  inclination  direfted  him  through  them.  He  ufed  to 
mention  one  curious  infbu;ice  of  his  cafual  readings  when  but  a  boy.  Having, 
imagined  that  hb  brother  had  hid  ibme  apples  behind  a  large  folio  upon  an. 
upper  ihelf  in  his  Other's  Ihojp^  he  ctimbed  up  to  fearch  for  them.  There 
were  no  apples  ^  but  die  large  folia  proved  to  be  Petrarch,  whom  he  had 
fi^  mentioned>  in  fome  preface,  as  one  of  the  refltorers  of  learning.  His 
curiofity  having  been  thus  excited,  he  fat  dowa  with  avidity,  and  read  a  great 
part  of  the  book.  What  he  read  during  thefe  two  years,  he  told  nne,  was 
not  works  of  mere  amufenient>  ^  not  voyages  and.  travels,,  but  all  literature,, 
Sir,  all  ancient  writei^>  all  manly  j  though  but  litde  Greek,  only  fome  of 
Anacreon  and  Hefiod ;  but  in  this  irregular  manner  (added  he)  I  had  looked 
imp  a  great  many  books^  which  were  not  commonly  known  at  the  Univer- 

fities^ 
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fitles,  where  they  Teldom  read  any  books  but  what  arc  put  into  their  hands 
by  their  tutors;  fo  tliat  when  I  came  to  Oxford,  Dr.  Adanns,  mafter  of 
Pembroke  College,  told  me,  I  was  the  beft  qualified  for  the  Univcrfity  that 
he  had  ever  known  come  diere." 

In  eftimating  the  progrefs  of  his  mind  during  thefe  two  years,  as  well  as 
in  future  periods  of  his  life,  we  muft  not  regard  his  own*  hafly  confeflion  of 
idlenefs  ;  for  we  fee,  when  he  explains  himfelf^  that  he  was  acquiring  various 
(lores ;  and,  indeed,  he  himfelf  concluded  the  account;,  with  faying,  "  I 
would  not  have  you  think  I  was  doing  nothing  then."  He  might,  perhaps, 
have  ftudied  more  affiduoufly  j  but  it  may  be  doubted,  whether  fuch  a  mind 
as  his  was  not  more  enriched  by  roammg  at  large  in  the  fields  of  literature, 
than  if  it  had  been  confined  to  any  fingle  Ipot.  The  analogy  between 
body  and  mind  is  very  general,  and  the  parallel  will  hold  as  to  their  food,  as 
well  as  any  other  particular.  The  flcfh  of  animals  who  feed  excijrfively,  is 
allowed  to  have  a  higher  flavour  than  that  of  thofe  who  arc  cooped  up. 
May  there  not  be  the  fame  difference  between  men  who  read  as  their  taile 
prompts,  and  men  who  are  confined  in  cells  and  colleges  to  ftated  talks  ? 

That  a  man  in  Mr.  Michael  Johnfon's  circunqft^ces.  flioukJ  think  of  fend- 
ing his  fon  to  the  expenfive  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  at  his  own  charge,  feems 
very  improbable.  The  fubjeft  was  too  delicate  to  qucftion  Johnfon  upon  : 
But  Y  have  been  affured  by  Dr.  Taylor,  that  the  fcheme  never  would  have 
taken  place,  had  not  a  gentleman  of  Shropfliire,  one  of  his  fchoolfelloWs, 
Ipontaneoufly  undertaken  to  fupport  him  at  Oxford,  in  the  charafter  of  his 
companion ;  though,  in  fad,  he  never  received  any  aiiiftance  whatever  fi-om 
that  gendeman. 

He,  however,  went  to  Oxford,  and  was  entered  a  Commoner  of  Pembroke 
College,  on  the  31ft  ofDdober,  1728,  being  then  in  his  nineteenth  year. 

The  Reverend  Dr.  Adams,  who  afterwards  prefided  over  Pembroke 
College  with  univerfal  eftecm,  told  me  he  was  prefent,  and  gave  mc  fomc 
account  of  what  pailed  on  the  night  of  Johnfoji's  arrival  at  Oxford.  On  that 
evening,  his  father,  who  had  anxioufly  accompanied  him,  found  means  to 
have  him  introduced  to  Mr.  Jorden,  who  wa3  to  be  his  tutor.  His  being 
put  under  any  tutor,  reminds  us  of  what  Wood  fays  of  Robert  Burton, 
authour  of  the  "  Anatomy  of  Melancholy,"  when  elefted  ftudent  of  Chrift 
Church ;  "  for  form's  fake,  though  hei  wanted  not  a  tutot,  he  was  put  imder 
the  tuition  of  Dr.  John  Bancroft,  afterwaiids  Biihop  of  Oxon^" 

*  Athen.  Oxon.  edit.  1721.  p.  628. 

His 
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His  father  feemed  very  full  of  the  merits  of  his  fon,  and  told  the  company  he  >  7^8, 
ivas  a  good  fcholar,  and  a  poet^  and  wrote  L^tin  veries.  His  figure  and  manner 
ai^ared  ffarange  to  them ;  but  he  behaved  modefUy,  and  fat  filent^  till  upon 
lomething  which  occurred  in  the  courfe  of  conver&tion,  he  fliddenly  fbiick 
in  and  quoted  Macrobius ;  and  thus  he  gave  the  firft  impreffion  of  that  more 
extenfive  reading  in  which  he  had  indulged  himfelf 

His  tutor,  Mr.  Jorden,  fellow  of  Pembroke,  was  not,  it  feems,  a  man 
of  fuch  abilities  as  we  fhould  conceive  requifite  for  the  infbuftor  of  Samuel 
Johnfbn,  who  gave  me  the  following  account  of  him.  "  He  was  a  very 
worthy  man,  but  a  heavy  man,  and  I  did  not  profit  much  by  his  inflru£bions. 
Indeed,  I  did  not  attend  him  much.  The  firft  day  after  I  came  to  coUege, 
I  waited  upon  him,  and  then  flaid  away  foun  On  the  fiicth,  Mr.  Jorden 
afked  me  why  I  had  not  attended.  I  ahfwered,  I  had  been  Aiding  in  Chrift- 
Church  meadow.  And  this  I  faid  with  as  much  non-cbalance  as  I  am  now* 
talking  to  you.  I  had  no  nodon  that  I  was  wrong  or  irreverent  to  my  tutor.'* 
BoswELL.  "  That,  Sir,  was  great  fortitude  of  mind/'  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir; 
ftark  infcnfibility  V 

The  fifth  of  Novemiber  was  at  that  time  kept  with  great  fblemnity  at 
Pembroke  College,  and  exercifes  upon  die  fiibjeft  of  the  day  were  required. 
Johnfon  neglefted  to  perform  his,  which  is  much  to  be  regretted ;  for  his 
vivacity  of  imagination,  and  force  of  language,  would  probably  have  pro- 
duced fomething  fublime  upon  the  gunpowder  plot.  To  apologife  for  his 
negleft,  he  gave  in  a  fhort  copy  of  verfes,  entitled  Sommumy  containing  a 
common  thought ;  **  that  the  Mufe  had  come  to  him  in  his  flecp,  and  whif- 
pered  that  it  did  not  become  him  to  write  on  fuch  fubjefts  as  politicks ;  he 
ihould  confine  himfelf  to  humbler  themes : ''  but  the  veriification  was  truly 
Virgilian. 

He  had  a  love  and  refpefl:  for  Jorden,  not  for  his  literature,  but  for  his 
worth.  "  Whenever  (faid  he)  a  young  man  becomes  Jorden's  pupil,  he 
becomes  his  fon." 

Having  ^vcn  fuch  a  ^cimen  of  his  poetical  powers,  he  was  afked  by 
Mr.  Jorden  to  tranflate  Pope's  M efllah  into  Latin  verfe,  as  a  Chrifhnas  exer- 
cife.  He  performed  it  with  unconamon  rapidity,  and  in  fo  mafterly  a  manner, 

'  Oxfoid,  20th  Maicfa*  1776. 

*  It  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  Dr.  Johnfon  was  apt,  in  his  literaxy  as'  well  as  moral  exer- 
cifes, to  overcharge  his  defe^.  Dr.  Adams  informed  me,  that  he  attended  his  tutor's  kftures, 
-and  idib  the  Icftures  in  the  College  Hall,  very  regularly. 

E  that 
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that  he  obtained  great  applaufe  from  it,  which  ever  Ufter  kept  him  high  in  the 
eftimation  of  his  College,  and,  indeed,  of  all  the  Univerfity, 

It  is  faid,  that  Mr.  Pope  exprefled  himfelf  concerning  it  in  terms  of  ftrong 
approbation.  Dn  Taylor  told  me,  that  it  was  firft  printed  for  old  Mr. 
Johnfon,  without  the  knowledge  of  his  fon,  who  was  very  angry  when  he 
heard  of  it.  A  mifcellany  of  Poems,  coUefted  by  a  perfon  of  the  name  of 
Hufbands,  was  publifhed  at  Oxford  in  173 1.  In  that  mifcellany  Johnfon's 
Tranflation  of  the  Mefllah  appeared,  with  this  modell  motto  from  Scaliger's 
Poedcks,  «*  Ex  alieno  ingenio  Poeta,  ex/uo  tantum  verj^cator.^^ 

I  am  not  ignorant  that  cridcal  obje6fcions  have  been  made  to  this  and 
other  ipecimens  of  Johnibn's  Ladn  Poetry.  I  acknowledge  myielf  not 
competent  to  decide  on  a  queilion  of  fuch  extreme  nicety.  But  I  am 
fadsfied  with  the  juft  and  difcriminadve  eulogy  pronounced  upon  it  by  my 
friend  Mr.  Courtenay. 

'*  And  with  like  eafe  his  vivid  lines  afliime 
"  The  garb  and  dignity  of  ancient  Rome.— 
"  Let  college  verfe-men  trite  conceits  exprefe, 
"  Trick'd  out  in  iplendid  fhreds  of  Virgil's  drefs  % 
!*  From  playful  Ovid  cull  the  tinfcl  phrafe, 
*^  And  vapid  nodons  hitch  in  pilfer'd  lays ; 
"  Then  with  mofaick  art  the  piece  combine, 
"  And  boaft  the  glitter  of  each  dulcet  line : 

Johnfon  adventur'd  boldly  to  transfofe 

His  vigorous  fenfe  into  the  Ladan  mufe  i 

Alpir'd  to  Ihine  by  unrefledted  light,  ^ 

"  And  with  a  Roman's  ardour  tbttik  and  write. 
"  He  felt  the  tuneful  Nine  his  breaft  infpire, 
"  And,  like  a  mafter,  wak'd  the  foothing  lyre : 

Horadan  (trains  a  grateful  heart  proclaim. 

While  Sky's  wild  rocks  refound  his  Thrdia's  name.— 

Heiperia's  plant,  in  fome  leis  (kilful  hands, 
^*  To  bloom  a  while,  fadidous  heat  demands ; 

Though  glowing  Maro  a  faint  warmth  fupplies. 

The  fickly  bloflbm  in  the  hot-houlc  dies : 

By  Johnfon's  genial  culture,  art,  and  toil. 

Its  root  ftrikes  deep,  and  owns  the  foft'ring  foil ; 

4  *'  Imbibes 


cc 


1 

J 

f 

I 


I 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON.  •  ft?  ' 

^^  Imbibes  our  {\m  through,  all  its  fwelling  veins,  '7*9- 

**  And  grows  a  native  of  Britannia's  plains '."  istati  20. 

The  "  morbid  melancholy"  which  was  lurking  in  his  conftitution,  and  to  * 

which  we  may  afcribe  thofe  particularities,  and  that  averfion  to  regular 
life,  which,  at  a  very  early  period,  marked  his  charader,  gathered  fuch 
ftrength  in  his  twentieth  year,  as  to  afilidt  him  in  a  dreadful  manner.  While 
he  was  at  Lichfield,  in  the  College  vacation  of  the  year  1729,  he  felt  him- 
felf  overwhelmed  with  an  horrible  hypochondria,  with  perpetual  irritation, 
fretflilnefs,  and  impatience ;  and  with  a  dejeftion,  gloom,  and  deipair,  which 
mjtde  exiftence  mifery.  From  this  difmal  malady  he  never  afterwards  was 
perfeftly  relieved ;  and  all  his  labours,  and  all  his  enjoyments,  were  but  tem- 
porary interruptions  of  its  baleful  influence.  How  wonderful,  how  unfearch-  i 
able  are  the  ways  of  G  o  d  !  Johnfbn,  who  was  bleft  with  all  the  powers  of 
genius  and  underftanding  in  a  degree  far  above  the  ordinary  ftate  of  human 
nature,  was  at  the  fame  time  vifited  with  a  diforder  fo  afflidtive,  that  they  who 
know  it  by  dire  e3q)erience,  will  not  envy  his  exalted  endowments.  That  it 
was,  in  Ibme  degree,  occafioned  by  a  defeft  in  his  nervous  fyftem,  that  inex- 
plicable part  of  our  frame,  appears  highly  probable.  He  told  Mr.  Paradife 
that  he  was  fometimes  fo  languid  and  inefficient,  that  he  could  not  diftin- 
guilh  the  hour  upon  the  town-clock. 

Johnlbn,  upon  the  firft  violent  attack  of  this  diforder,  ftrove  to  overcome 
it  by  forcible  exertions.  He  frequently  walked  to  Birmingham  and  back 
again,  and  tried  many  other  expedients,  but  all  in  vain.  His  expreflion 
concerning  it  tp  me  was,  "  I  did  not  then  know  how  to  manage  it."  His 
diftrels  became  fo  intolerable,  that  he  applied  to  Dr.  Swinfen,  phyfician  in 
Lichfield,  his  godfather,  and  put  into  his  hands  a  ftate  of  his  cale,  written 
in  Latin.  Dr.  Swinfen  was  fo  much  ftruck  with  the  extraordinary  acutenefs, 
refcarch,  and  eloquence  of  this  paper,  that  in  his  zeal  for  his  godfon  he 
ftiewed  it  to  feveral  people.  Hb  daughter,  Mrs.  Defmoulins,  who  was  many 
years  humanely  fupported  in  Dr.  Johnfon's  houle  in  London,  told  me,  that 
upon  his  difcovering  that  Dr.  Swinfen  had  communicated  his  cafe,  he  was  fo 
miich  offended,  that  he  was  never  afterwards  fully  reconciled  to  him.  He 
indeed  had  good  reafon  to  be  offended  j  for  though  Dr.  Swinfen's  motiye 
was  good,  he  inconfiderately  betrayed  a  matter  deeply  intcrefting  and  of 
great  delicacy,  which  had  been  entrufted  to  him  in  confidence  5  and  expofcd  a 

'  Poetical' Review  of  the  litenMy  and  Moral  CharaAer  of  Dr*  Johnfouj  by  Jchn  Courtenay, 
Efq.  M.  P. 

E  2  complaint 
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complaint  of  his  young  friend  and  patient,  which,  in  the  fuperficial  opinion 
of  the  generality  of  mankind,  is  attended  with  contempt  and  dilgrace. 

But  let  not  litde  men  triuniph  upon  knowing  that  Johnfon  was  an 
Hypochondriack,  was  lubjed  to  what  the  learned,  philofojJiical,  and  pious 
Dr.  Cheyne  has  fb  well  treated,  under  the  tide  of  "  The  EngliiOi  Malady." 
Though  he  fufFered  feverely  from  it,  he  was  not  therefore  degraded.  The 
powers  of  his  great  mind  might  be  troubled,  and  their  full  exercife  fuQ)ended 
at  times,  but  the  mind  itfelf  was  ever  entire.  As  a  proof  of  this,  it  is  only 
neceflary  to  confider,  that,  when  he  was  at  the  very  worft,  he  compofed  that 
ftate  of  his  own  cafe,  which  fhewed  an  uncommon  vigour,  not  only  of  fancy^ 
and  tafte,  but  of  judgement.  I  am  aware  that  he  himfelf  was  too  ready  to 
call  fuch  a  complaint  by  the  name  of  madnefs  j  in  conformity  with  which 
notion,  he  has  traced  its  gradations,  with  exquifite  nicety,  in  one  of  the 
chapters  of  his  R  a  s  s  e  l  a  s.  But  there  is  (lirely  a  clear  diftinftion  between 
a  diforder  which  afFefts  only  the  imagination  and  fpirits,  while  the  judges- 
ment  is  found,  and  a  diforder  by  which  the  judgement  itfelf  is  impaired. 
This  diftinftion  was  made  to  me  by  the  late  Profeflbr  Gaubius  of  Leyden, 
phyfician  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  in  a  converfation  which  I  had  with  him 
feveral  years  ago,  and  he  expanded  it  thus :  "  If  (faid  he)  a  man  tells  me 
that  he  is  grievoufly  difturbed,  for  that  he  imagines  he  fees  a  ruffian  coming 
againft  him  with  a  drawn  fword,  though  at  the  lame  time  he  is  cmjcious  it  is 
a  delufion,  I  pronounce  him  to  have  a  difbrdered  imagination  \  but  if  a  man 
tells  me  that  he  Jees  this,  and  in  conftemation  calls  to  me  to  look  at  it,  I 
pronounce  him  to  be  mad.^^  ^  ^ 

It  is  a  common  eflfeft  of  low  Ipirits  or  melancholy,  to  maki  thofe  who  are 
afflifted  with  it  imagine  that  they  are  aftually  iuffering  thofe  evils  which 
happen  to  be  moft  ftrongjy  preftnted  to  their  minds.  Some  have  fancied 
themfelves  to  be  deprived  of  the  ufe  of  their  limbs,  fome  to  labour  under 
acute  difeafes,  others  to  be  in  extreme  poverty,  when^  in  truth,  there  was 
not  the  leaft  reality  in  any  (rf"  the  fuppofitions  j  fo  that  when  the  vapours  were 
diipelled,  they  were  convinced  of  the  delufion.  To  Johnfon,  whofe  fupreme 
enjoyment  was  the  exercife  of  his  reafon,  the  difturbance  or  obfcuration  of 
that  faculty  was  the  evil  moft  to  be  dreaded.  Infanity,  therefore,  was  the 
objedt  of  his  moft  difmal  apprehenfion ;  and  he  fancied  himfelf  feized  by  it, 
or  approaching  to  it,  at  the  very  time  when  he  was  giving  proofs  of  a  more 
than  ordinary  foundnefs  and  vigour  of  judgement.  That  his  own  difeafed 
ima^nation  Ihould  have  fo  bx  deceived  him,  is  ftrange ;  but  it  is  ftranger 
mil  that  fome  of  his  friends  fhould  have  given  credit  to  his   groundleis 

opinion^ 
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opinion^  when  they  had  fuch  undoubted  proofs  that  it  was  totally  fallacious;      1729* 
though  it  is  by  no  means  furprifing  that  thofe  who  wifh  to  depreciate  him,  jgJJIJTio! 
fhould,  fince  his  death,  have  laid  hold  of  this  circumftance,  and  inlifted  upon 
it  with  very  unfair  aggravation. 

Amidfl:  the  oppreflion  and  diftraftion  of  a  difeafe  which  very  few  have  felt 
in  its  fiill  extent,  but  many  have  experienced  in  a  (lighter  degree>  Johnfon> 
in  his  writings^  and  in  his  converlation,  never  failed  to  diiplay  all  the  varieties 
of  intelleftual  excellence.  In  his  march  through  this  world  to  a  better,  his 
mind  fiill  appeared  grand  and  brilliant^  and  imprefled  all  around  him  with 
the  truth  of  Virgil's  noble  fentiment— "  Igneus  eft  oUis  vigor  el  caleftis  mgo*^ 

The  hillory  of  his  mind  as  to  religion  is  an  important  article.  I  have 
mentioned  the  early  impreffions  made  upon  his  tender  imagination  by  his 
mother,  who  continued  her  pious  care,  with  afliduity,  but,  in  his  opinion,  not 
with  judgement.  "  Sunday  (faid  he)  was  a  heavy  day  to  me  when  I  was  a 
boy.  My  modier  confined  me  on  that  day,  and  made  me  read  '  The 
Whole  Duty  of  Man,'  from  a  great  part  of  which  I  could  derive  no  inftruc- 
tion.  "When,  for  inftance,  I  had  read  the  chapter  on  theft,  which  fit)m  my 
in£incy  I  had  been  taught  was  wrong,  I  was  no  more  convinced  that  theft 
was  wrong  than  before-;  fo  there  was  no  acceffion  of  knowledge.  A  boy 
ihould  be  introduced^fo  fuch  books,  by  having  his  attention  direded  to  the 
arrangement,  to  the  ftile,  and  other  excellencies  of  compofition  i  that  the  mind 
being  thus  engaged  by  an  amufing  variety  of  objetSs,  may  not  grow  weary.'*" 

He  communicated  to  me  the  following  particulars  upon  the  fubjefb  of  his 
religious  progrefs.  *•  I  fell  into  an  inattention  to  religion,  or  an  indifference 
about  it,  in  my  ninth  year.  The  church  at  Lichfield,  in  which  we  had  a 
feat,  wanted  reparation,  fo  I  was  to  go  and  find  a  feat  in  other  (^lurches ;  and 
having  bad  eyes,  and  being  aukward  about  this,  I  ufed  to  go  and  read  in 
the  fields  on  Sunday.  This  habit  continued  till  my  fourteenth  year ;  and 
ftill  I  find  a  great  reluftance  to  go  to  church.  I  then  became  a  fort  of  lax 
talker  againft  religion,  for  I  did  not  much  think  againft  it  -y  and  this  lafied  till 
I  went  to  Oxford,  where  it  would  not  be  fuffered.  When  at  Oxford>  I  took  up 
*  Law's  Serious  Call  to  the  Unconverted,'  expedting  to  find  it  a  dull  book,  (as 
fiich  books  genendly  are,)  and  perhs^s  to  laugh  at  it.  But  I  found  Law  quite 
an  overmatch  for  me ;  and  this  was  the  firft  occafion  of  my  thinking  in  eameft 
of  religion,  after  I  became  capable  of  rational  inquiry  V    From  this  time 

forward, 

^  Mrs.  Piozzi  has  given  a  ftiange  fantaftical  account  of  the  origin  of  Dr.  Johnfon'^  belief  in  dor 
moft  koly  religion,  **  At  the  age  of  ten  years  his  mind  was  diftuibcd  by  fcruples  of  infidelity,  which 
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forward,  religion  was  the  predominant  objedof  his  thoughts;  though,  widi 
the  juft  fentiments  of  a  conscientious  chriftian,  he  lamented  that  his  pra&ice 
of  its  duties  fell  far  Ihort  of  what  it  ought  to  be. 

This  inftance  of  a  mind  fuch  as  that  of  Johnfon  being  firft  dilpofed,  by  an 
unexpefted  incident,  to  think  with  anxiety  of  the  momentous  concerns  of 
eternity,  and  of  "  what  he  fhould  do  to  be  faved,"  may  for  ever  be  produced 
in  oppofition  to  the  fuperficial  and  fometimes  profane  contempt  that  has  been 
thrown  upon  thofe  occafional  impreflions  which  it  is  certain  many  chriftians 
have  experienced ;  though  it  muft  be  acknowledged  that  weak  minds,  fix)m 
an  erroneous  fuppofition  that  no  man  is  in  a  ftate  of  grace  who  has  not  fek 
a  particular  converfion,  have,  in  fome  cafes,  brought  a  degree  of  ridicule 
upon  diem ;  a  ridicule,  of  which  it  is  inconfiderate  or  unfair  to  make  a  general 
application 

How  ferioufly  Johnfon  was  imprefled  with  a  fenfe  of  reli^on,  even  in  die 
vigour  of  his  youth,  appears  from  the  following  paflage  in  his  minutes  kept 
by  way  of  diary:  "  Sept.  7,  1736.  I  have  this  day  entered  upon  my  28th 
year.  Mayeft  thou,  O  God,  enable  me,  for  Jesus  Christ's  fake,  to  Ipend 
this  in  luch  a  manner,  that  I  may  receive  comfort  from  it  at  die  hour  of  deadi, 
and  in  the  day  of  judgement !    Amen." 

preyeA  upon  %u  Qnrits,  and  made  him  very  uneafy ,  the  more  fo^  as  he  revealed  his  oneafineTs  to  none, 
being  naturally  (as  he  faid)  of  a  fuHen  temper^  and  referved  difpofidon.  He  fearched^  however,  dili* 
gently,  but  f  ruitleftly,  for  evidences  of  the  truth  of  revelation  j  and,  at  length,  recolleffing  a  book  he 
had  once  feen  \J  fuffofi  at  fi^eytars  old}  in  his  father's  fhop,  intitlcd  De  weritate  Religionh,  C!fr» 
he  began  to  think  himfelf  bighij^  culpable  for  negle^ng  fuch  a  means  of  information,  and  took  him* 
lelf  (everely  to  talk  for  this^/r,  adding  many  adls  of  voluntary,  and,  to  others,  unknown  pennance* 
The  fitft  opportunity  which  offered,  of  courfe,  he  feized  the  book  with  avidity ;  hot,  on  exami« 
nation,  not  findtmg  himfelf  fcholar  enough  toperu/e  its  contents ,  fet  his  heart  at  left ;  and  not  thinking 
to  enquire  whether  there  were  any  Englilh  books  written  on  the  fabjefl.  followed  his  ufual  amufe- 
ments,  and  eonfidered  his  confcience  as  lightened  of  a  crime.  He  redoubled  his  diligence  to  learn 
the  language'  that  contained  the  information  he  moft  wifhed  for ;  but  from  the  pain  which  guilt 
\namelyy  halving  omitted  to  read  what  be  did  not  underftand]  had  given  him,  he  now  began  to  deduce 
the  foul's  imnortidity,  [afenjation  of  pain  in  this  world  being  an  unqueflimable  proof  of  exifienci  nt 
smother"]  which  was  the  point  diat  belief  firft  ftopped  at ;  and  from  that  moment  refohving  to  be  a 
Chriftian^  became  one  of  the  moft  zedoua  and  pious  ones  our  nation  ever  produced."  Anec- 
dotes, p.  17. 

This  is  one  of  the  numerous  mifreprefentations  of  this  lively  lady,  which  it  is  worth  while  to 
corredl ;  for  if  credit  (hould  be  given  to  fuch  a  childiHi,  irrational,  and  ridiculous  ftatement 
of  the  foundation  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  faith  in  ChrifUanity,  how  little  credit  would  be  due  to  it* 
Mrs.  Piozzi  feems  to  wi(h,  diat  the  world  ihould  think  Dr.  Johnfon  alfo  under  the  influence  of 
that  cafy  logick,  Stetpro  ratume  'vabtHtat* 

The 
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The  particular  courfe  of  his  reading  while  at  Oxford,  and  during  the  time  '7^9* 
of  vacation  which  he  paflcd  at  home,  cannot  be  traced.  Enough  has  been  iEtatT  ao! 
laid  of  his  irregular  mode  of  ftudy.  He  told  me,  that  from  his  earlieft 
years  he  loved  to  read  poetry,  but  hardly  ever  read  any  poem  to  an  end  j 
that  he  read  Shakfpearc  at  a  period  fo  early,  that  the  Ipeech  of  the  Ghoft  in 
Hamlet  terrified  him  when  he  was  alone  i  that  Horace's  Odes  were  the  com- 
poliuons  in  which  he  took  moft  delight,  and  it  was  long  before  he  liked  his 
Epiftles  and  Satires.  He  told  me  what  he  read  /olidfy  at  Oxford  was  Greek  s 
not  the  Grecian  hiflorians,  but  Homer  and  Euripides,  and  now  and  then  a 
little  Epigram  j  that  the  ftudy  of  which  he  was  moft  fond  was  Metaphyficks, 
but  he  had  not  read  much,  even  in  that  way.  I  always  thought  that  he  did 
himfelf  injuftice  in  his  account  of  what  he  had  read,  and  that  he  muft  have 
been  (peaking  with  reference  to  the  vaft  portion  of  ftudy  which  is  pofilb}e» 
and  to  which  a  few  fcholars  in  the  whole  hiftory  of  literature  have  attained ; 
for  when  I  once  afked  him  whether  a  perfon  whofe  name  I  have  now  for^ 
gotten,  ftudied  hard,  he  anlwered  "  No,  Sir.  I  do  not  believe  he  ftudied  hard. 
I  never  knew  a  man  who  ftudied  hard.  I  conclude,  indeed,  from  the  effefts, 
that  fome  men  have  ftxidied  hard,  as  Bendey  and  Clarke."  Trying  him  by 
that  criterion  upon  which  he  formed  his  judgement  of  others,  we  may  be 
abfolutely  certain,  both  from  his  writings  and  his  converfkdon,  that  his  read- 
ing was  very  extenfive.  Dr.  Adam  Smith,  than  whom  few  are  better  judges 
on  this  fubjeft,  once  obferved  to  me  that  **  Johnlbn  knew  more  books  than 
any  man  alive."  He  had  a  peculiar  fecility  in  feizing  at  once  what  was 
valuable  in  any  book,  without  fubmitting  to  the  labour  of  perufing  it  from? 
beginning  to  end.  He  had,  from  the  irritability  of  his  conftitution,  at  all 
times,  an  impatience .  and  hurry  when  he  either  read  or  wrote.  A*  certain 
apprehenfion,   arifmg  from  noveltj',  made  him   write   his  firft  exercife  at  » 

College  twice  over  5  but  he  never  took  that  trouble  with  any  other  compo- 
fmon  J  and  we  (hall  fee  that  his  moft  excellent  works  were  ftruck  off  at  a  heat,, 
with  rapid  exertion. 

Yet  he  appears,  from  his  early  notes  or  memorandunris,  in  my  pofleffion,. 
to  have  at  various  times  attempted,  or  at  leaft  planned,  a  methodical  courfe 
of  ftudy,  according  to  computation,  of  which  he  was  all  his  life  fond,  as  i$. 
fixed  his  attention  ftcadily  upon  fomething  without,  and  prevented  his  mind 
from  preying  upon  itielf.  Thus  I  find  in  his  hand- writing  the  number  of  lines 
in  each  of  two  of  Euripides's  Tragedies,  of  the  Georgicks  of  Virgil>  of  the 
firft  fix  books  of  the  -ffineid,  of  Horace's  Art  of  Poetry^  of  three  of  the 
books  of  Ovid's  Metamorphofis,  of  fome  parts  of  Theocritus^  and  of  the  tenth 

Satire 
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Satire  of  Juvenal;  and  a  table,  (hcvdng  at  the  rate  of  various  numbers  a 
dayi  (I  fuppofe  vcrfes  to  be  read)  what  would  be,  in  each  cafe,  the .  total 
annount  in  a  week,  month,  and  year. 

No  man  had  a  more  ardent  love  of  literature,  or  a  higher  relpeft  for  it, 
than  Johnfon.  His  apartment  in  Pembroke  College  was  that  upon  the  fecond 
floor,  over  the  gateway.  The  enthufiafts  of  learning  will  ever  contemplate  it 
with  veneration.  One  day,  while  he  was  fitting  in  it  quite  alone.  Dr.  Panting^ 
then  matter  of  the  College,  whom  he  called  **  a, fine  Jacobite  fellow,"  over- 
heard him  uttering  this  foliloquy  in  his  ftrong  emphatick  voice :  "  Well,  I 
have  a  mind  to  fee  what  is  done  in  other  places  of  learning.  Til  go  and  vifit 
the  Univerfities  abroad..  TU  go  to  France  and  Italy.  I'll  go  to  Padua.— 
And  rU  mind  my  bufmefs.  For  an  Afbenian  blockhead  is  the  wortt  of  all 
blockheads  ^" 

Dr.  Adams  told  me,  that  Johnlbn,  while  he  was  at  Pembroke  College^ 
*'  was  carelfcd  and  loved  by  all  about  him,  was  a  gay  and  frolickfome  fellow, 
and  pafled  there  the  happieft  part  of  hb  life."  But  this  is  a  ftriking  proof 
of  the  fallacy  of  appearances,  and  how  litde  any  of  us  know  of  the  real 
internal  ftate  even  of  thofe  whom  we  fee  moft  frequently  j  for  the  truth  is, 
that  he  was  then  depreflcd  by  poverty,  and  irritated  by  difeafe.  When  I 
mentioned  to  him  this  account  as  g^ven  me  by  Dr.  Adams,  l^e  faid,  "  Ah, 
Sir,  I  was  mad  and  violent.  It  was  bitternefs  which  they  miftook  for  fix)lick. 
I  was  miferably  poor,  and  I  thought  to  fight  my  way  by  my  literature  and 
my  wits  ^  I  difregarded  all  power  and  all  authority." 

The  Bifliop  of  Dromore  obferves  in  a  letter  to  me,  "  The  pleafure  he 
took  in  vexing  the  tutors  and  fellows  has  been  often  mentioned.  But  I  have 
heard  him  fay,  what  ought  to  be  recorded  to  the  honour  of  the  prefent  vene- 
rable matter  of  that  College,  the  Reverend  William  Adams,  D.  D.  who  was 
then  very  young,  and  one  of  the  junior  fellows  i  that  the  mild  but  judicious 
expottulations  of  this  worthy  man,  whofe  virtue  awed  him,  and  whofe  learn- 
ing he  revered,  made  him  really  afiiamed  of  himfelf^  '  though  I  fear  (faid 
he)  I  was  too  proud  to  own  it.' 

"  I  have  heard  from  fome  of  his  cotemporaries  that  he  was  generally  feen 
lounging  at  the  College  gate,  with  a  circle  of  young  ttudents  round  hiip, 
whom  he  was  entertaining  with  wit,  and  keeping  from  their  ftudics,    if  not 

s  I  had  this  anecdote  from  Dr.  Adaibs»  and  Dr.  Johnfon  confirmed  it.  Bramfton,  in  hx« 
^  Man  of  Tafte/*  has  the  fiune  thought : 

«<  Sttie,  of  all  blockheads,  fcholars  ar^tfae  worft*" 

Ipiridng 
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ipiridng  them  up  to  rebellion  againft  the  College  diicipline^  which  in  his 
maturer  years  he  fo  much  extolled/' 

He  very  early  began  to  attempt  keeping  notes  or  memorandums,  by  way 
of  a  diary  of  his  life.  I  find,  in  a  parcel  of  loofe  leaves,  the  following  (pirited 
reiblution  to  contend  againft  his  natural  indolence:  '^  0£f.  1729.  Defidut 
valedixi ;  ^enis  iftius  cantibus  Jurdam  fojlhac  aurem  obverfurus.^^1  bid  fare- 
well to  Sloth,  being  refolved  henceforth  not  to  iiften  to  her  fyren  ftrains."  I 
have  alfo  in  my  pofleflion  a  few  leaves  of  another  Lihettus^  or  litde  book, 
endded  Annales,  in  which  fome  of  the  early  particulars  of  his  hiftory  are 
xegiftered  in  Latin. 

I  do  not  find  that  he  formed  any  clofe  intimacies  with  his  fellow-collegians« 
But  Dr.  Adams  told  me,  that  he  contracted  a  love  and  regard  for  P^on- 
broke  College,  which  he  retained  to  the  laft.    A  fhort  time  before  his  death 

he  fent  to  that  College  a  prefent  of  all  his  works,   to  be  depofited  in  their  ^ 

library,  and  he  had  thoughts  of  leaving  to  it  his  houfe  at  Lichfield ;  but*%is  I 

friends  who  were  about  him  very  properly  difTuaded  him  from  it,  and  he  be-  \ 

queadied  it  to  fome  poor  relations.  He  took  a  pleafure  in  boafting  of  the  many 
eminent  men  who  had  been  educated  at  Pembroke.  In  this  lift  are  found 
the  names  of  Spenfer,  Mr.  Hawkins  the  ]f  oetry  ProfefTor,  Mr.  Shenftone^ 
Sir  William  Blackftone,  and  others  %  not  forgetting  the  celebrated  popular 
preacher,  Mr.  George  Whitefield,  of  whom,  though  Dr.  Johnfon  did  not 
think  veiy  highly,  it  muft  be  acknowledged  that  his  eloquence  was  powerful, 
his  views  pious  and  charitable,  his  affiduity  almoft  incredible ;  and,  that  fince 
Jiis  death,  the  integrity  of  his  charaAer  has  been  fiilly  vindicated.  Being 
himfelf  a  poet,  Johnfon  was  peculiarly  happy  in  mentioning  how  many  of 
the  fons  of  Pembroke  were  poets ;  adding,  with  a  fmile  of  fportive  triumph, 
^'  Sir,  we  are  a  ncft  of  finging  birds." 
.  He  was  not,  however,  blind  to  what  he  thought  the  dcfefts  of  his  own 
College ;  and  I  have,  from  the  information  of  Dr.  Taylor,  a  very  ftrong 
inftance  of  that  rigid  honcfly  which  he  ever  inflexibly  preierved.  Taylor  had 
obtained  his  father's  confent  to  be  entered  of  Pembroke,  that  he  might  be 
with  his  fchoolfellow  Johnfon,  with  whom,  though  fome  years  older  than 
himlelfi  he  was  very  intimate.  This  would  have  been  a  great  comfort  to 
Johnfon.  But  he  fairly  told  Taylor  that  he  could  not,  in  confcience,  fufler 
him  to  enter  where  he  knew  he  could  not  have  an  able  tutor.  He  then  made 
inquiry  all  round  the  Univerfity,    and  having  found  that  Mr.  Bateman,  of 

^  Sec  Nafh's  Hiftory  of  Worccftcrftiirc,  Vol.  I.  p,  529. 

F  Chrift- 
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1731-  .  Chrift-Church,  was  the  tutor  of  highcft  reputation,  Taylor  was  entered  of 
^AM^22.  ^^^^  College.  Mr.  Bateman's  leftures  were  fo  excellent,  that  Johnfbn  ufed 
to  come  and  get  them  at  fecond-hand  from  Taylor,  till  his  poverty  being  fo 
extreme,  that  his  (hoes  were  worn  out,  and  his  feet  appeared  through  them» 
he  faw  that  this  humiliating  circumftance  was  perceived  by  the  Chrift-church- 
men,  and  he  came  no  more.  He  was  too  prond  to  accept  of  money,  and 
fomebody  having  fet  a  pair  of  new  fhoes  at  his  door,  he  threw  them  away 
with  indignation.  How  muft  we  feel  when  we  read  fuch  an  anecdote  of 
Samuel  Johnfon ! 

His  ^irited  refofal  of  an  eleemofynary  fupply  of  (hoes,  arofe,  no  doubt> 
•  from  a  proper  pride.  But,  confidering  his  afcetfck  dilpofition  at  times,  as 
acknowledged  by  himfelf  in  his  Meditations,  and  the  exaggeration  with 
which  fome  have  treated  the  peculiarities  of  his  charafter,'  I  fliould  not 
wonder  to  hear  it  afcribed  to  a  principle  of  fiipeiftitious  mortification ;  as  we 
are  told  by  Turfellinus,  in  his  Life  of  St.  Ignatius  Loyola,  that  this  intrepid 
founder  of  the  order  of  Jefuits,  when  he  arrived  at  Goa,  after  having  made 
a  fevere  pilgrimage  through  the  eaftern  deferts,  perfifted  in  wearing  his 
milerable  Ihattered  lhoes>  and  when  new  ones  were  offered  him,  rejefted  them 
as  an  unfuitable  indulgence. 

The  res  angujia  domi  prevented  him  from  having  the  advantage  of  a  com- 
.  ^>lete  academical  education.  The  friend  to  whom  he  had  trufted  for  fupport 
had  deceived  him.  His  debts  in  College,  though  not  great,,  were  increafmg ; 
and  his  fcanty  remittances  from  Lichfield,  which  had  all  along  been  made 
with  great  difficulty,  could  be  fupplied  no  longer,  his  father  having  fallen 
into  a  ftate  of  infolvency.  Compelled^  therefore,  by  irrefiftible  neceflity,  he 
left  the  College  in  autumn,  1731,  without  a  degree,  having  been  a  member 
of  it  little  mcM^  than  diree  years. 

Dr.  Adams,  the  worthy  and  refpedable  mafler  of  Pembroke  College,  has 
generally  had  the  reputation  of  being  Johnfpn's  tutor.  The  faft,  however, 
is,  that  in  173 1  Mr.  Jorden  quitted  the  College,  and  his  pupils  were  tranf- 
ferred  to  Dr.  Adams  i  fo  that  had  Johnfon  returned,  Dr.  Adams  would  have 
been  bis  tutor.  It  is  to  be  wiihed,  that  this  connection  had  taken  place.  His 
equal  temper,  mild  di4>ofirion,  and  politenefs  of  manners,  might  have  infen- 
fibly  foftened  the  harfhnefs  of  Johnfon,  and  inflifed  into  him  thole  more 
delicate  charities,  that  petite  morale,  in  which,  it  muft  be  confcfled,  our  greit 
moralift  was  more  deficient  than  his  beft  friends  coidd  fully  juftify.  Dr. 
Adams  paid  Johnfon  this  high  coippliment.  He  faid  to  me  at  Oxford,,  in 
1776,  "  I  was  his  nominal  tutor,  but  he  was  above  my  mark."     When  I 
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repeated  it  to  Johnibn,  his  eyes  fiafhed  widi  grateful  fatis&£i:ion,  and  he 
exclaimed,  "  That  was  liberal  and  noble." 

m 

And  now  (I  had  almoft  faid  poor)  Samuel  Johnlbn  returned  to  his  native 
city,  deftitutc,  and  not  knowing  how  he  Ihould  gain  even  a  decent  livelihood. 
His  fether*s  misfortunes  in  trade  rendered  him  unable  to  fupport  his  fon ;  and 
for  fome  time  there  appeared  no  means  by  which  he  could  maintain  himfelfl 
In  the  December  of  this  year  his  fiither  died. 

The  ftate  of  poverty  in  which  he  died,  appears  from  a  note  in  one  of 
Johnfon's  iitde  diaries  of  the  following  year,  which  ftrongly  di^lays  his  Ipirit 
and  virtuous  dignity  of  mind.  "  1732*  7«/»  15.  Undecim  aureos  depo/ui^ 
quo  die  quicquid  ante  matrisfiinus  ( quod ferum  fit  precor)  de  paternis  bonis  J^er mi 
licet  J  viginti  Jcilicet  libras  accept.  Ufque  adeo  mibifortuna  fingenda  eft.  Interea^ 
ne  paupertate  vires  anitni  languefcanty  nee  in  flagitia  egeftas  abigaty  cavendum.'^ 
I  layed  by  eleven  guineas  on  this  day,  when  I  received  twenty  pounds,  being 
all  that  I  have  reafon  to  hope  for  out  of  my  father's  efFefts,  previous  to  the 
death  of  my  mother  i  an  event  which  I  pray  God  may  be  very  remote.  I 
now,  therefore,  fee  that  I  muft  make  my  own  fortune.  Meanwhile,  let  me 
take  care  that  the  powers  of  my  mind  may  not  be  debilitated  by  poverty, 
and  that  indigence  do  not  force  me  into  any  criminal  aft." 

Johnfon  was  fo  far  fortunate,  that  dxe  rcfpedtable  charafter  of  his  parents, 
and  his  own  merit,  had,  from  his  earlieft  years,  fecured  him  a  kind  reception 
in  the  beft  families  at  Lichfield.  Among  thefe  I  can  mention  Mr.  Howani, 
Dr.  Swinfen,  Mr.  Simpfon,  Mr.  Levett,  Captain  Garrick,  father  of  the 
great  ornament  of  the  Britifh  ftage  j^but  above  all,  Mr.  Gilbert  Walmfley% 
Reader  of  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Lichfield,  whofe  charafter,  long  after 
his  deceafe.  Dr.  Johnfon  has,  in  his  life  of  Edmund  Smith,  thus  drawn  in 
the  glowing  colours  of  gratitude : 

**  Of  Gilbert  Walmfley,  thus  prefented  to  my  mind,  let  me  indulge 
myfelf  in  the  remembrance.  I  knew  him  very  early ;  he  was  one  of  the  firft 
friends  that  literatme^rocured  me,  and  I  hope  that,  at  leaft,  my  gratitude 
made  me  worthy  of  his  notice. 

*'  He  was  of  an  advanced  age,  and  I  was  only  not  a  boy ;  yet  he  never 
received  my  notions  with  contempts    He  was  a  whig,  with  all  the  virulence 

*  Mr.  Warton  informs  me,  •«  that  this  early  friend  of  Johnfon  was  entered  a  Commoner  of 
Trinity  College,  Oxford,  aged  17,  in  1698  ;  and  is  the  authour  of  many  Latin  vcrfc  tranfla- 
tions  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine.    One  of  them  is  a  tranflation  of 

<*  My  time,  O  ye  Mufcs,  was  happily  fpent,  &c. " 
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175''      and  misilevolence  of  his  party;  yet  difference  of  opinion  did  not  keep  us. 
MxAuii.   ^P^rt.     I  honoured  him,  and  he  endured  me. 

**  He  had  mingled  with  the  gay  world  without  exemption  from  its  vices  or 
its  follies  i  but  had  never  negled:ed  the  cultivation  of  his  mind.  His  belief 
of  revelation  was  unlhakcn  \  his  learning  prcferved  his  principles  j  he  grew 
firft  regular,  and  then  pious. 

"  His  ftudies  had  been  fo  various,  that  I  am  not  able  to  name  a  man  of 
equal  knowledge.  His  acquaintance  with  books  was  great,  and  what  he  did 
not  immediately  know,  he  could,  at  leaft,  tell  where  to  find.  Such  was  his 
amplitude  of  learning,  and  fuch  his  copioufnefs  of  communication,  that  it 
may  be  doubted  whether  a  day  now  paflcs,  in  which  I  have  not  fome  advan- 
tage from  his  friendlhip. 

"  At  this  man's  table  I  enjoyed  many  cheerful  and  inflruibive  hours,  with, 
companions,  fuch  as  are  not  often  found — ^with  one  who  has  lengthened,  and 
one  wlio  has  gladdened  life  5  with  Dr.  James,  whofe  (kill  in  phyfick  will  be 
long  remembered  j  and  with  David  Garrick,  whom  I  hoped  to  have  gratified 
with  this  charafter  of  our  common  friend.  But  what  are  the  hopes  of  man ! 
I  am  difappointed  by  that  ftroke  of  death,  which  has  eclipfed  the  gaiety  of 
nations,  and  impoverilhed  the  publick  flock  of  harmlefs  pleafure." 

In  thefe  families  he  pafled  much  time  in  his  early  years.  In  moft  of  them, 
he  was  in  the  company  of  ladies,  particularly  at  Mr.  Walmfley's,  whofe  wife 
and  fi(ters-in-law,  of  the  name  of  Aflon>  and  daughters  of  a  baronet,  were 
remarkable  for  good  breeding  i  fb  that  the  notion  which  has  been  induftrioufly 
circulated  and  believed,  that  he  never  was  in  good  company  till  late  in  life, 
and,  confequently,  had  been  confirmed  in  coarfe  and  ferocious  manners,  by 
long  habits,  is  wholly  without  foundation.  Some  of  the  ladies  have  afTured 
me,  they  recollefted  him  well  when  a  young  man,  as  diflinguifhed  for  his 
/  complaifance. 

And  that  this  politenefs  was, not  merely  occafional  and  temporary,  or  con- 
fined to  the  circles  of  Lichfield,  is  afcertained  by  the  tefHmony  of  a  lady, 
who,  in  a  paper  with  which  I  have  been  favoured  by  a  daughter  of  his  intimate^ 
friend  and  phyfician.  Dr.  Lawrence,  thus  defcribes  Dr.  Johnlbn  fbme  years 
afterwards  : 

"  As  the  particulars  of  the  former  part  of  Dr.  Johnfon^s  life  do  not  feem 
to  be  very  accurately  known,  a  lady  hopes  that  the  following  information 
may  not  be  unacceptable. 

"  She  remembers  Dr.  Johnfon  on  a  vifit  to  Dr.  Taylor,  at  Afhbourn,  fome 
time  between  the  end  of  the  year  37,  and  the  middle  of  the  year  40  j  fhe 

rather 


THE     LIFE    OF     DR.    JOHNSON.  37 

rather  thinks  it  to  have  been  after  he  and  his  wife  were  removed  to  London.  1732. 
During  his  ftay  at  Afhbourn,  he  made  frequent  vifits  to  Mr.  Meynell,  at  ^tau  23! 
Brodley,  where  his  company  was  much  defired  by  the  ladies  of  the  family, 
who  were,  perhaps,  in  point  of  elegance  and  accomplilhments,  inferiour  to 
few  of  thofe  with  whom  he  was  afterwards  acquainted.  Mr.  Meynell's  eldeft 
daughter  was  afterwards  married  to  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  father  to  Mr.  Alleyne 
Fitzherbert>  lately  minifter  to  the  court  of  Ruflia.  Of  her.  Dr.  Johnfon  faid,  in 
Drr  Lawrence's  ftudy,  that  ihe  had  the  beft  underftanding  he  ever  met  with 
in  any  human  being.  At  Mr.  Meynell's  he  alfo  commenced  that  friendlhip 
with  Mrs.  Hill  Boothby,  fitter  to  the  prefent  Sir  Brook  Boothby,  which  con- 
tinued till  her  death.  The  young  woman  whom  be  ujed  to  call  Molly  AJion^^ 
was  fitter  to  Sir  Thomas  Afton,  and  daughter  to  a  Baronet  \  flie  was  likewife 
fitter  to  the  wife  of  his  friend  Mr.  Gilbert  Walmflcy.  Befides  his  inti- 
macy with  the  above-mentioned  perfons,  who  were  furely  people  of  rank 
and  education,  while  he  was  yet  at  Lichfield  he  ufed  to  be  frequendy  at 
the  houfe  of  Dr.  Swinfen,  a  gendeman  of  a  very  ancient  family  in  Stafford- 
fliire,.  from  which,  after  the  death  of  his  elder  brother,  he  inherited  a  good 
eftate.  He  was,  befides,  a  phyfician  of  very  extenfive  praftice ;  but  for 
want  of  due  attention  to  the  management  of  his  domeftic  concerns,  left  a 
very  large  family  in  indigence.  One  of  his  daughters,  Mrs.  Defmoulins, 
afterwards  found  an  afylum  in  the  houfe  of  her  old  friend,  whofe  doors  were 
always  open  to  the  unfortunate,  and  who  well  obferved  the  precept  of  the 
goipel,  for  he  was  kind  to  the  unthankful  and  to  the  evil." 

In  the  forlorn  ftate  of  his  circumttances  he  accepted  of  an  offer  to  be 
employed  as  ufher  in  the  fchool  of  Market-Bolworth,  in  Leicetterfhire,  to 
which  it  appears,  firom  one  of  his  litde  fragments  of  a  diary,  that  he  went 
on  foot,  on  the  i6th  of  July,—"  Julii  16.  BofvorHam  pedes  petiu''  But  it  is 
not  true,  as  has  been  erroneoufly  related,,  that  he  was  afliftant  to  the  famous 
Anthony  Blackwall,  whofe  merit  has  been  honoured  by  the  tettimony  of 
Bifhop  Hurd,  who  was  his  fcholar ;  for  Mr.  Blackwall  died  on  the  8  th  of 
April,  1730^  more  than  a  year  before  Johnfon  left  the  Univerfity. 

This  employment  was  very  irkfome  to  him  in  every  refpeft,  and  he  com- 
plained grievoufly  of  it  in  his  letters  to  his  fnend  Mr.  Heftor,  who  was  now 
fettled  as  a  fiirgeon  at  Birmingham.  The  letters  are  lott ;  but  Mr.  Heftor 
rccoUedts  his  writing  "  that  the  poet  had  defcribed  the  dull  famenefs  of  his 
cxiflence  in  thcfe  words,  *  Fit  am  continet  una  dies*  (one  day  contains  the  whole 

'  The  words  of  Sir  John  Hawkins,  p.  316.  ^  See  Gent.  Mag.  Dec.  1784,  p.  957. 

of 
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of  my  life)  ;  that  it  was  unvaried  as  the  note  of  the  cuckow ;  and  that  he 
did  not  know  whether  it  was  more  difagreeable  for  him  to  teach,  or  the  boys 
to  learn,  the  grammar  rules."  His  general  averfion  to  this  painful  drudgery 
was  greatly  enhanced  by  a  difagreement  between  him  and  Sir  Woolfton 
Dixey,  the  patron  of  the  fchool,  in  whofe  houfe,  I  have  been  told,  he  officiated 
as  a  kind  of  domeftick  chaplain,  fo  far,  at  leafl,  as  to  fay  grace  at  table,  but  was 
treated  with  what  lie  reprefented  as  intolerable  harfhneis ;  and,  after  fufFering 
for  a  few  months  fuch  complicated  mifery,  he  relinquifhed  a  fituation  which 
zil  his  life  afterwards  he  recollefted  with  the  ftrongefl  averfion,  und  even  a 
degree  of  horrour.  But  it  is  probable  that  at  this  period,  whatever  uneafi- 
tiefs  he  may  have  endured,  he  laid  the  fbundadoo  of  much  future  eminence 
by  applicadon  to  his  ftudies. 

Being  now  again  totally  unoccupied,  he  was  invited  by  Mr,  Heftor  to 
pafs  fome  time  with  him  at  Birmingham,  as  his  gueft,  at  the  houfe  of  Mr* 
Warren,  with  whom  Mr.  Heftor  lodged  and  boarded.  Mr.  Warren  was  the 
firfl  eflablifhed  bookfcller  in  Birmingham,  and  was  very  attentive  to  Johnfon, 
who  he  fbon  found  could  be  of  much  fervice  to  him  in  his  trade,  by  his 
knowledge  of  literature  -,  and  he  even  obtained  the  afTiftance  of  his  pen  in 
furnifhing  fome  numbers  of  a  periodical  EfTay  printed  in  the  newfpaper,  of 
which  Warren  was  proprietor.  After  very  diligent  inquiry,  I  have  not  been 
able  to  recover  thofe  early  Ipecimens  of  that  particular  mode  of  writing  by 
which  Johnfon  afterwards  fo  gready  diftinguifhed  himfelf. 

He  continued  to  live  as  Mr.  Heftor's  gueft  for  about  fix  mondis,  and 
then  hired  lodgings  in  another  part  of  the  town,  finding  himfelf  as  well 
fituated  at  Birmingham  as  he  fuppofed  he  could  be  any  where,  while  he  had 
no  fettled  plan  of  life,  and  very  fcanty  means  of  fubfiftence.  He  made  Ibmc 
valuable  acquaintances  there,  amongft  whom  were  Mr.  Porter,  a  mercer, 
whofe  widow  he  afterwards  married,  and  Mr.  Taylor,  who  by  his  ingenuity 
in  mechanical  inventions,  and  his  fuccefs  in  trade,  acquired  an  immenfe 
fortune.  But  the  comfort  of  being  near  Mr.  Heftor,  his  old  fchoolfellow 
ahd  intimate  friend,  was  Johnfon's  chief  inducement  to  continue  here. 

In  what  manner  he  employed  his  pen  at  this  period,  or  whether  he  derived 
from  it  any  pecuniary  advantage,  I  have  not  been  able  to  afcertain.  He 
probably  got  a  little  money  from  Mr.  Warren ;  and  we  are  certain,  that  he 
executed  here  one  piece  of  literary  labour,  of  which  Mr.  Hcftor  has  favoured 
me  with  a  minute  account.  Having  mentioned  that  he  had  read  at  Pembroke 
College  a  Voyage  to  Abyffinia,  by  Lobo,  a  Portuguefe  jefuit,  and  that  he 
thought  an  abridgement  and  tr^nflation  of  it  from  die  French  mto  Eng^fh 

might 
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might  be  an  ufefiil  and  profitable  publication,  Mr.  Warren  and  Mr.  Heftor  »733- 
joined  in  urging  him  to  undertake  it.  He  accordingly  agreed;  and  the  ^^Th! 
book  not  beiag  to  be  found  in  Birmingham,  he  borrowed  it  of  Pembroke 
College.  A  part  of  the  work  being  very  foon  done,  one  Ofbom,  who  was 
Mr.  Warren's  printer,  was  fet  to  work  with  what  was  ready,  and  Johnibn 
engaged  to  fupply  the  prefs  with  copy  as  it  ihould  be  wanted ;  but  his  con- 
ititutional  indolence  fbon  prevailed,  and  the  work  was  at  a  ftand.  Mr. 
Hector,  who  knew  that  a  motive  of  humanity  would  be  the  moft  prevailing 
argument  with  his  friend,  went  to  Johnfbn,  and  reprefented  to  him,  that  the 
printer  could  have  no  other  employment  till  this  undertaking  was  finifhed, 
and  that  the  poor  man  and  his  family  were  (ufFering.  Johnfbn  upon  this 
CMrted  the  powers  of  his  mind,  though  his  body  was  relaxed.  He  lay  in 
bed  with  the  book,  which  was  a  quarto,  before  him,  and  difbated  while  Heftor 
wrote.  Mr.  Heftor  carried  the  Iheets  to  the  prefs,  and  corre6ted  almoft  all  the 
proof  fheets,  very  few  of  which  were  even  feen  by  Johnfon.  In  this  manner,, 
with  the  aid  of  Mr.  Heftor's  aftive  fricndihip,  the  book  was  completed, 
and  was  publiftied  in  1735,  with  London  upon  the  title-page,  though  it 
was  in  reality  printed  at  Birmingham,  a  device  too  common  with  provincial 
publifhers.  For  this  work  he  had  from  Mr.  Warren  only  the  fum  of  five 
guineas. 

This  being  the  firft  profe  work  of  Johnfon,  it  is  a  curious  object  of 
inquiry  how  much  may  be  traced  in  it  of  that  ftyle  which  marks  his  fub- 
fequent  writings  with  luch  peculiar  excellence ;  with  fo  happy  an  union  of 
force,  vivacity,  and  perlpicuity.  I  have  perufed  the  book  with  this  view,  and 
have  found  that  here,  as  I  believe  in  every  other  tranflation,  there  is  in  the 
work  itfelf  no  veflige  of  the  tranflator's  own  ftyle  j  for  the  language  of  tranf- 
lation being  adapted  to  the  thought^  of  another  perfon,  inienfibly  follows 
their  caft,  and,  as  it  were,  runs  into- a  mould  that  is  ready  prepared. 

Thus,  for  inftance,  taking  the  firft  fentence  that  occurs  at  the  opening  of 
-  the  book,  p.  4.  "  I  lived  here  above  a  year,  and  completed  my  fludies  in 
divinity;  in  which  time  fome  letters  were  received  from  the  fathers  in 
Ethiopia,  with  an  account  that  Sultan  Segned,  Emperour  of  Abyffinia,  was 
converted  to  the  church  of  Rome;  that  many  of  his  fubjefts  had  followed 
his  example,  and  that  there  was  a  great  want  of  mifTionaries  to  improve  thefe 
profperous  beginnings.  Every  body  was  very  defirous  of  feconding  the  zeal 
of  our  fethers,  and  of  fending  them  the  alTiflance  they  requefted  5  to  which 
we  were  the  more  encouraged,  becaufe  the  Emperour's  letter  informed  our 

Provincials  that  we  might  eafily  enter  his  dominions  by  the  way  of  Dancala ; 

but. 
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but^  unhappily^  the  fecretary  wrote  Geila  for  Dancala^  which  coft  two  of  our 
fathers  their  lives.*'  Every  one  acquainted  with  Johnfon's  nianner  will  be 
ienfible  that  there  is  nothing  of  it  here^  but  that  this  fentence  might  have  been 
compofed  by  any  other  man. 

But,  in  the  Pre&ce^  the  Johnlbnian  ftyle  begins  to  appear;  and  though 
ufe  had  not  yet  taught  his  wing  a  permanent  and  equable  flighty  there  are 
parts  of  it  which  exhibit  his  beft  manner  in  full  vigour.  I  had  once  the 
pleafure  of  examining  it  with  Mr.  Edmund  Burke,  who  confirmed  me  in  this 
opinion,  by  his  fuperiour  critical  fagacity^  and  was,  I  remember,  much 
delighted  with  the  following  fpecimen : 

,  **  The  Portuguefe  traveller,  contrary  to  the  general  vein  of  his  country- 
men, has  amufed  his  reader  with  no  romantick  abfurdity,  or  incredible  fi£tions; 
whatever  he  relates,  whether  true  or  not,  is  at  leaft  probable  ^  and  he  who 
tells  nothing  exceeding  the  bounds  of  probability,  has  a  right  to  demand  that 
they  ihould  believe  him  who  cannot  contradift  him. 

"  He  appears,  by  his  modeft  and  unaffedted  narration,  to  have  defcribtd 
things  as  he  faw  them,  to  have  copied  nature  from  the  life,  and  to  have 
confulted  his  fenfes,  not  his  imagination.  He  meets  with  no  balllifks  that 
deftrpy  with  their  eyes,  his  crocodiles  devour  their  prey  without  tears,  and  his 
catarads  fall  from  the  rocks  without  deafening  the  neighbouring  inhabitants. 

"  The  reader  will  here  find  no  regions  curfed  with  irremediable  barrennefs, 
or  blefled  with  fpontaneous  fecundity ;  no  perpetual  gloom,  or  unceafing  fun- 
Ihinc  i  nor  are  the  nations  here  defcribed  either  devoid  of  all  fenfe  of  huma- 
nity,  or  confummate  in  all  private  or  focial  virtues.  Here  jare  no  Hottentots 
without  religious  polity  or  articulate  language  j  no  Chinefe  perfedtly  polite, 
and  completely  Ikilled  in  all  fciences ;  he  will  difcover,  what  will  always  be 
difcovcred  by  a  diligent  and  impartial  enquirer,  that  wherever  human  nature 
is  to  be  found,  there  is  a  mixture  of  vice  and  virtue,  a  conteft  of  paflion  and 
reafon ;  and  that  the  Creator  doth  not  appear  partial  in  his  diftributions,  but 
has  balanced,  in  moil  countries,  their  particular  inconvenieacies  by  par- 
ticular favour3." 

Here  we  have  an  early  example  of  that  brilliant  and  ener^tick  expreffion, 
which,  upon  innumerable  occafions  in  his  fubfequent  life,  juftly  impreflfcd  the 
world  with  the  higheft  admiration. 

Nor  can  any  one,  converfant  with  the  writings  of  Johnfon,  fail  to  difcer;i 
his  hand  in  this  paflage  of  the  Dedication  to  John  Warren,  Efq.  of  Pem- 
brokeftiire,  though  it  is  afcribed  to.  Warren  the  bookfeller.  **  A  generous 
and  elevated  mind  is  diftinguifhed  by  nothing  more  certainly  thmjn  eminent 

degree 
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degree  of  curiofity ;  nor  is  that  curiofitjr  ever  more  agreeably  or  ufefuUy  cm- 
ployed,  than  in  examining  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  foreign  nations.  I  hope, 
therefore,  theprefentl  now  preliime  to  make,  will  not  be  thought  improper  j 
which,  however,  it  is  not  my  bufinefs  as  a  dedicator  to  commend,  nor 
as  a  bookfeller  to  depreciate^" 

It  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  his  having  been  thus  accidentally  led  to  a 
particular  ftudy  of  the  hiftory  and  manners  of  Abyflinia,  was  the  remote 
occafion  of  his  writing,  many  years  afterwards,  his  admirable  philofophical 
tale,  the  principal  fcene  of  which  is  laid  in  that  country. 

Johnfon  returned  to  Lichfield  early  in  1734,  and  in  Auguft  that  year  he 
made  an  attempt  to  procure  fome  litde  fubfiftence  by  his  pen ;  for  he  publifhed 
propofals  for  printing  by  fubfcriprion  the  Latin  poems  of  Politian :  "  Angeli 
Politiani  Poemata  Latina,  quibusj  Nofas,  cum  hiftorid  Latina  poejeos^  h  Petrarcbdt 
avo  ad  Poliiiani  tempora  deduSld^  et  vitd-PolUiani  fujius  quam  antihac  enarratdy 
addidit  Sam.  Johnson*." 

It  appears  that  his  brother  Nathanael  had  taken  up  his  father's  trade  j  for  it 
is  mentioned,  that  "  fubfcriptions  are  taken  in  by  thie  Editor,  or  N.  Johnfon, 
bookfeller,  of  Lichfield,"  Notwithftanding  the  merit  of  Johnfon,  and  the 
cheap  price  at  which  this  tranflation,  with  its  accompanyments,  was  ofiered, 
there  were  not  fubfcribers  enough  to  infure  a  fufficient  fale  s  fo  the  work 
never  appeared,  and,  probably,  never  was  executed. 

We  find  him  again  this  year  at  Birmingham,  and  there  is  preferved  the 
following  letter  from  him  to  Mr.  Edward  Cave ',  the  original  compiler  and 
editor  of  the  Gentleman's  Magazine : 

To    Mr.  Cave. 
"Sir,  Nov.  a5,  1734. 

"AS  you  appear  no  lefe  fenfible  than  your  readers  of  the  defe£ts  of 
your  poetical  article,  you  will  not  be  diiplcafed,  i^  in  order  to  the  improve- 
ment of  it,  I  communicate  to  you  the  fendments  of  a  perfon,  who  will 
undertake,  on  reafonable  terms,  Ibmetimes  to  fill  a  column. 

*  The  book  was  to  contain  more  than  thirty  iheett,  the  price  to  be  two  ihillings  and  fix-pence 
at  the  time  of  fubfcribing,  and  two  Ihillings  and  fix-pence  at  the  delivery-  of  a  perfeft  book  in 
quires. 

'  Mifs  Care,  the  Grand-niece  of  Mr.  Edward  Cave,  has  obligingly  ihewn  me  the  originals  of 
this  and  the  other  letters  of  Dr  Johnfon^  to  him,  which  were  firft  publiihed  in  the  Gentleman's 
Magazine,  with  notes  by  Mr.  John  Nichob,  the  worthy  and  indefatigable  editor  of  that 
valuable  mifcdlany,  figned  N ;  fome  of  which  I  fiiall  occafionally  tranfcribe  in  the  courfe  of 
this  work. 

G  "  His 
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*<  His  opinion  is,  that  the  publick  would  not  give  you  a  bad  reccptbn,  i^ 
befide  the  current  wit'V)f  the  month,  which  a  critical  examinadon  would 
generally  reduce  to  a  narrow  compais,  you  admitted  not  only  poems,  infcrip- 
tions,  &c.  never  printed  before,  which  he  will  fomedmes  fupply  yoii  with ; 
but  likewife  fhort  literary  diflertations  in  Latin  or  Englifh,  critical  remarks  on 
authours  ancient  or  modern,  forgotten  poems  that  defervc  revival,  or  loofe 
pieces,  like  Floyer's,  worth  preferving.  By  this  method  your  Kteraiy  article, 
for  fo  it  might  be  called,  will,  he  thinks,  be  better  recommended  to  the 
publick,  than  by  low  jefts,  aukward  buffoonery,  or  the  dull  fcurrilities  of 
either  party. 

*'  If  fuch  a  correfpondence  will  be  agreeable  to  you,  be  pleafed  to  inform 

'  me  in  two  pofts,  what  the  conditions  are  on  which  you  fhall  expe^l  it.     Your 

late  offer*  gives  me  no  reafon  to  diftruft  your  generofity.     If  you  engage  in 

any  literary  prcgefts  befides  this  paper,  I  have  other  defigns  to  impart,  if  I 

could  be  fedure  from  having  others  reap  the  advantage  of  what  I  fliould  hint. 

**  Your  letter,  by  being  direfted  to  S.  Smithy  to  be  left  at  the  Caftle  in 
Birmingham,  Warwicklhire,  will  reach 

"  Your  humble  fervant.** 

Mr.  Cave  has  put  a  note  on  this  letter,  "  Answered  Dec.  a."  Bdt 
whether  any  thing  was  done  in  confequence  of  it  we  are  rtot  informed. 

Johnfon  had,  from  his  early  youth,  been  fenfible  to  the  influence  of  jfemale 
charms.  When  at  Stourbridge  fchool,  he  was  much  enamoured  of  Olivia 
Lloyd,  a  young  quaker,  to  whom  he  wrote  a  copy  of  verfes,  which  I  have 
not  been  able  to  recover ;  and  I  am  allured  by  Mifs  Seward,  that  he  con- 
ceived a  tender  paffion  for  Mifs  Lucy  Porter,  daughter  of  the  lady  whom  he 
afterwards  married.  Mifs  Porter  was  fent  very  young  on  a  vifit  to  Lichfield, 
where  Johnfon  had  frequent  opportunities  of  feeing  and  admiring  her ;  and 
he  addreffed  to  her  the  following  verfes,  on  her  prefenting  him  with  a  nofer 
gay  of  myrde : 

"  What  hopes,  what  terrors  does  thy  gift  create, 

"  Ambiguous  emblem  of  uncertain  fate : 

The  myrde,  enfign  of  foprcme  command, 

Confign'd  by  Venus  to  Melifla's  hand ; 
**  Not  lefs  capricious  than  a  reigning  fair. 

Now  grants,  and  now  rejefts  a  lover's  prayer. 
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^  In  myrtle  fhacks  oft  lings  the  ha|)py  fwain, 

*^  In  myrtle  fliades  delpairing  ghofts  complain ; 

*'  The  myrtle  crowns  the  happy  lovers'  heads, 

"  The  unhappy  lovers'  grave  the  myrtle  Ipreads : 

*^  'O  then  the  meaning  of  thy  gift  impart, 

^^  And  eafe  the  throbbings  of  an  anxious  heart ! 

^^  Soon  muft  this  bough,  as  you  fhall  fix  his  doom,  J 

*'  Adom  Philander 's  head,  or  grace  his  tomb '. 


His  juvenile  attachments  to  the  fair  fex  were,  however,  very  tranfient ;  and 
it  is  certain,  that  he  formed  no  criminal  connexion  whatfoever.  Mr.  Heftor, 
who  lived  with  him  in  his  younger  days  in  the  utmoft  intimacy  and  focial 
fi^edom,  has  aflured  me,  that  even  at  that  ardent  fcafon  his  conduft  was 
ftriftly  virtuous  in  that  refpeft  >  and  that  though  he  loved  to  exhilarate  him- 
felf  with  wine,  he  never  knew  him  intoxicated  but  once. 

In  a  man  whom  religious  education  has  fecured  from  licentious  indul- 
gences, the  paffion  of  love,  when  once  it  has  feized  him,  is  exceedingly 
ftrong;  being  unimpaired  by  diffipation,  and  totally  concentrated  in  one 
objeft.  This  was  experienced  by  Johnfon,  when  he  became  the  fervent 
admirer  of  Mrs,  Porter,  after  her  firft  hufband's  death.  Mils  Porter  told 
me,  that  when  he  was  firft  introduced  to  her  mother,  his  appearance  was  very 
forbidding :  He  was  then  lean  and  lank,  fo  that  his  immenfe  ftrufture  of 
bones  was  hideoufly  ftriking  to  the  eye,  and  the  Icars  of  the  fcrophula  were 
deeply  vifible.  He  alfo  wore  his  hair,  wfiich  was  ftraight  and  ftifF,  and  fepa- 
rated  behind;  and  he  often  had,  feemingly,  convulfive  Harts  and  -odd 
gefticulations,  which  tended  to  excite  at  once  furprife  and  ridicule.  Mrs. 
Porter  was  fo  much  engaged  by  his  converfadon  that  Ihe  overlooked  all  thefe 
external  difadvaritages,  and  faid  to  her  daughter,  "  this  is  the  moft  fcnfible 
man  that  I  ever  faw  in  my  life." 

•  Mrs.  Picnszij  in  her  "  Anecdotes/'  afferts  that  Johnfon  wrote  this  cffufion  of  elegant  tender, 
nefs  not  in  his  own  perfon^  but  for  a  friend  who  was  in  love.  But  that  liv^y  lady  is  as  inaccurate 
in  this  inftance  as  in  many  others ;  for  Mifs  Seward  writes  to  ine— -'*  /  hnw  thofe  verfcs  were 
addrefled  to  Lucy  Porter,  when  he  was  enaD[ioure4  of  her  in  his  boyifli  days,  two  or  three  years 
before  he  had  feen  her  mother,  his  future  wife.  He  wrote  them  at  my  grandfather's,  and  gave 
them  to  Lucy  in  the  prcfcnce  of  my  mother,  to  whom  he  fliewed  them  on  the  inftant.  She  ufed 
to  repeat  them  to  me,  when  I  alked  her  for  /be  verfis  Dr.  John/on  gave  her  on  a  /prig  of  myrtle^ 
which  he  bad  fiolen  or  begged  from  her  hofom.  We  all  know  honeft  Lucy  Porter  to  haye  been  inca» 
pableof  the  mean  vanity  of  applying  to  herfelf  a  compliment  not  mtended  (oi  her." 

G  2  Though 
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173  c-  Though  Mrs.  Porter  was  double  the  age  of  Johnfon,  and  her  perfon  and 
MidLze.  ni^'^cr*  ^  defcribcd  to  me  by  the  late  Mr.  Garrick,  were  by  no  means 
plcafmg  to  others,  fhe  muft  have  had  a  fuperiority  of  underftanding  and  talents, 
as  fhe  certainly  inlpired  him  with  a  more  than  ordinary  paiHon ;  and  Ihe 
having  fignified  her  willingnefs  to  accept  of  his  hand,  he  went  to  Lichfield 
to  a(k  his  mother's  confent  to  the  marriage,  which  he  could  not  but  be  con- 
fcious  was  a  very  imprudent  fcheme,  both  on  account  of  their  dilparity 
of  years,  and  her  want  of  fortune.  But  Mrs.  Johnfon  knew  too  well  the 
ardour  of  her  fon's  temper,  and  was  too  tender  a  parent  to  oppofe  fais 
inclinations. 

I  know  not  for  what  reaibn  ^e  marriage  ceremony  was  not  performed  at 
Birmingham;  but  a  reiblution  was  taken  that  it  fhould  be  at  Derby,  for 
which  place  the  bride  and  bridegroom  fet  out  on  horfeback,  I  fuppofe  in  very 
.  good  humour.  But  though  Mr.  Topham  Beauclerk  ufed  archly  to  mention 
Johnfon's  having  told  him,  with  much  gravity,  "  Sir,  it  was  a  love-marriage 
upon  both  fides,"  I  have  had  from  my  iUuftrious  friend  the  following  curious 
9th  Julj.  account  of  their  journey  to  church  upon  the  nuptial  morn.  "  Sir,  fhe  had 
read  the  old  romiances,  and  had  got  into  her  head  the  fantaflical  notion  that 
a  woman  of  Ipirit  fhould  ufe  her  lover  like  a  dog.  So,  Sir,  at  firfl  fhe  told 
me  that  I  rode  too  fefl,  and  fhe  could  not  keep  up  with  me ;  and,  when  I 
rode  a  little  flower,  fhe  pafled  me,  and  complained  that  I  lagged  behind.  I 
Was  not  to  be  nriade  the  flave  of  caprice ;  and  I  refolved  to  begin  as  I  meant 
to  end,  I  therefore  pufhed  on  brifkly,  till  I  was  fairly  out  of  her  %ht.  The 
road  lay  between  two  hedjges,  fo  I  was  fure  fhe  could  not  mifs  it  j  arid  I  con- 
trived that  fhe  fhould  ioqn  come  up  with  me.  When  fhe  did,  I  obfcrved 
her  to  be  in  tears." 

This,  it  mufl  be  allowed,  was  a  Angular  beginning  of  connubial  felicity ; 

but  there  is  np  doubt  that  Johnfon,  though  he  thus  fhewed  a  manly  firmnefs, 

^  proved  a  mofl  affeflionate  and  indulgent  hufband  to  the  lafl  moment  of  Mrs. 

Johnfon's  life  j  and  in  his  "  Prayers  and  Meditations,"  we  find  very  remark- 
able evidence  that  his  regard  and  fondnefs  for  her  never  ceafed^  even  after 
her  death. 

He  now  fet  up  a  private  academy,  for  which  purpofc  he  hired  a  Iarg« 
houfe,  well  fituated  near  his  native  city.  In  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for 
1736,  there  is  the  following  advertlfement :  "  At  Edial,  near  Lichfield,  in 
Stafibrdfhire,  young  gentlemen  are  boarded  and  taught  the  Latin  and  Greek 
languages,  by  Samuel  Johnson."  But  the  only  pupils  that  were  put  under 
his  care  were  the  celebrated  David  Garrick  and  his  brother  George,  and  a 
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Mn  Oflfely,  a  young  gentleman  of  good  fortune,  who  died  early.  As  yet,  i73^- 
his  name  had  nothing  of  diat  celebrity  which  afterwards  commanded  the  j^^^^^  ,5, 
higheft  attention  and  re^edt  of  mankind.  Had  fuch  an  advertifement 
appeared  after  the  publication  of  his  London,  or  his  Rambler,  or  his 
Dictionary,  how  would  it  have  burft  upon  the  world  !  with  what  eagemefe 
would  the  great  and  the  wealthy  have  embraced  an  opportunity  of  putting 
their  Ions  under  the  learned  tuition  of  Samuel  Johnson.  The  truth,  how- 
ever, is,  that  he  was  not  fb  well  qualified  for  being  a  teacher  of  elements, 
and  a  conduftor  in  learning  by  regular  gradations,  as  men  of  inferiour  powers 
of  mind.  His  own  acquifitions  had  been  made  by  fits  and  ftarts,  by  violent 
irruptions  into  the  regions  of  knowledge ;  and  it  could  not  be  expefted  that 
his  impatience  would  be  fubdued,  and  his  impetuofity  reftxained,  fo  as  to  fit 
him  for  a  quiet  guide  to  novices.  The  art  of  communicating  inftrudtion,  of 
whatever  kind,  is  much  to  be  valued  j  and  I  have  ever  thought  that  thofe 
who  devote  themfelves  to  this  employment,  and  do  their  duty  with  diligence 
and  fuccefs,  are  entided  to  very  high  reipedb  from  the  community,,  as  Johnfon  ^' 

himfelf  often  maintained.  Yet  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  greateft  abilities  are 
not  only  not  required  for  this  office,  but  render  a  man  kfs  fit  for  it 

While  we  acknowledge  the  juftnefs  of  Thomfon's  beautifial  remark, 

"  Delightftil  talk !  to  rear  die  tender  thought, 
"  And  teach  the  young  idea  how  to  fhoot  I  ** 

we  muft  confider  that  this  delight  is  perceptible  only  by  ^^  a  mind  at  eafe,*' 
a  mind  at  once  calm  and  clear ;  but  that  a  mind  gloomy  and  impetuous  like 
that  of  Johnfon,  cannot  be  fiixed  for  any  length  of  time  in  minute  attention, 
and  muft  be  fo  frequendy  irritated  by  unavoidable  flownefs  and  errour  in  the 
advances  of  fcholars,  as  to  perform  the  duty  with  litde  pleafure  to  the  teacher, 
and  no  great  advantage  to  the  pupils.  Good  temper  is  a  moft  eflential  requi- 
fite  in  a  preceptor.     Horace  paints  the  character  as  Hand: 

"  — — .  Ut  pueris  olim  dant  cruftula  blandi 
"  Do£toreSi  elementa  velint  ut  dijcere  prima,'* 

Johnfon  wais  not  more  fatisfied  with  his  fituation  as  the  mafter  of  an 
academy,  than  with  that  of  the  uflier  of  a  fchool ;  we  need  not  wonder,  therc^ 
■fore,  that  he  did  not  keep  his  academy  above  a  year  and  a  half.  From  Mr. 
Garrick's  account  he  did  not  appear  to  have  been  profoundly  reverenced  by 
his  pupils.  His  oddities  of  manner,  and  uncouth  gefticulations,  could  not 
but  be  the  lubjcft  of  merriment  to  them;  and,  in  particular,  the  young 
rogues  ufed  to  liften  at  the  dpor  of  his  bed-chamber,  and  peep  thx:ough  the 
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1735-  key-hole,  that  they  might  turn  into  ridicule  his  tumultuous  and  stukwai^ 
iEtat.  26.  fondnefs  for  Mrs.  Johnfon,  whom  he  ufed  to  name  by  the  familiar  appel- 
lation of  T^etty  or  T^etfyy  which,  like  Betty  or  Betjyy  is  provincially  ufed  as  a 
contraftion  for  EtiTMbetb^  her  chriftian  name,  but  which  to  us  feems  ludicrous, 
when  applied  to  a  woman  of  her  age  and  appearance.  Mr.  Garrick  defcribed 
her  to  me  as  very  fat,  with  a  bofom  of  more  than  ordinary  protuberance, 
with  fwellcd  cheeks,  of  a  florid  red,  produced  by  thick  painting,  and 
increafcd  by  the  liberal  ule  of  cordials  j  flaring  and  fantaftick  in  her  dreft, 
and  aflfeded  both  in  her  Ipecch  and  her  general  behaviour.  I  have  feen 
Garrick  exhibit  her,  by  his  exquifite  talent  for  mimickry,  fo  as  to  excite  the 
^  heartieft  burlb  of  laughter ;  but  he,  probably,  as  is  the  cafe  in  all  fiich  repre- 
fcntations,  confiderably  aggravated  the  pi6ture. 

That  Johnfon  well  knew  the  moft  proper  courle  to  be  purfued  in  the  inflruc- 
tion  of  youth,  is  authentically  afccrtained  by  the  following  paper  in  his  own 
hand-writing,  given  about  this  period  to  a  relation,  and  now  in  the  poflef- 
fion  of  Mr.  John  Nichols : 

"  Sc muz  for  the  Clas-ses  of  a  Grammar  School. 

"  WHEN  the  introdudlion,  or  formation  of  nouns  and  verbs,  is  perfeftly 
maftered,  let  them  learn 

^^  Corderius  by  Mr.  Clarke,  beginning  at  the  fame  time  to  tranflate  out  of 
the  introduftion,  that  by  this  means  they  may  learn  the  fyntax.  Then  let 
them  proceed  to 

^*  Elrafmus,  with  an  Englifh  tranllation,  by  the  fame  authour. 

«  Clafe  II.  Learns  Eutropius  and  Cornelius  Nepos,  or  Juftin,  with  the 
tranflation. 

^'  N.  B.  The  firft  clafs  gets  for  their  part  every  morning  the  rules  which 
they  have  learned  before,  and  in  the  afternoon  learns  the  Latin  rules  of  the 
nouns  and  verbs. 

*'  They  arc  examined  in  the  rules  which  they  have  learned  every  Thurfday 
and  Saturday. 

^'  The  iecond  clafs  doth  the  fame  whilfl  they  are  in  Eutropius ;  afterwards 
dieir  part  is  in  the  irregular  nouns  and  verbs,  and  in  the  rules  for  making  and 
Scanning  verfes.     They  are  examined  as  the  firfl. 

**  Clafs  III.  Ovid's  Metamorphoies  in  the  morning,  and  Csefar's  Commen* 
taries  in  the  ^afternoon. 

"  Praftilc  in  the  Latin  rules  till  they  are  perfcft  in  them,  afterwards  in  Mr. 
Leeds's  Greek  Grammar.    Examined  as  before. 

**  Afterwards 
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^^  Afterwards  they  proceed  to  Virgil^  be^nning  at  the  &me  time  to  write     nss* 
them^  and  veriesj  and  to  learn  Greek ;  £rom  themre  paffing  on  to  Horace^  jstatTztfl 
&c.  as  ihall  feem  moft  proper* 

'^  I  know  not  well  what  books  to  direct  you  to,  beckife  you  hare  not 
informed  me  what  ftudy  you  wiH  apply  yourielf  to.  I  believe  k  wiil  be  moft 
for  your  advantage  to  apply  yourielf  wholly  to  the  languages,  till  you  go  to 
the  Univer&y.   The  Greek  authours  I  think  it  bell  for  you  to  read  'ar&  thefe  i 

«  Cebes. 

«  iEiian.  1 

^^  Lucian  by  L^eeds.    V  Attick. 

**  Xenc^hon.  J- 

"  Homer.  lonick. 

"  Theocritus.  Dorick. 

"  Euripides.  Attick  and  Dorick. 

"  Thus  you  will  be  tolerably  fkilled  in  all  the  diale<5bs,  beginning  with  the 
Attick,  to  which  the  reft  muft  be  referred. 

'*  In  the  ftudy  (/Latin,  it  is  proper  not  to  read  the  latter  authours,  till  you 
Mre  well  verfed  in  thole  of  the  pureft  ages;  as,  Terence,  TuUy,  Csefar,. 
Salluft,  Nepos,  Velleius  Paterculus,  Virg^,  Horace,  Phaedrus. 

*'  The  greateft  and  moft  neceffary  tafk  ftill  remains,  to  attain  a  habit  of 
cxp^effion,  without  which  knowledge  is  of  little  ufe.  This  is  neceffary  in  Latin, 
and  more  neceflary  in  Engliih ;  and  can  only  be  acquired  by  a  daily  imitation 
of  the  beft  and  correcfteft  authours. 

**  Sam.  Johnson.** 

While  Johnfon  kept  his  academy,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  was  in- 
fenfibly  fiirnilhing  his  mind  with  various  knowledge ;  but  I  have  not  difcovered 
that  he  wrote  any  thing  except  a  great  part  of  his  tragedy  of  Irene.  Mr.  Peter 
Garrick,  the  elder  brother  of  David,  told  me  that  he  remembered  Johnfon's 
borrowing  the  Turkifh  Hiftory  of  him,  in  order  to  form  his  play  from  it. 
When  he  had  finilhed  fbme  part  of  it,  he  read  what  he  had  done  to  Mr.. 
Walmfley,  who  objefted  to  his  having  already  brought  his  heroine  into  great 
difbeis,  and  afked  him  *<  how  can  you  poffibly  contrive  to  plunge  her  into 
deeper  calamity  ? "  Johnfon,  in  fly  allufion  to  the  fuppofed  oppreflive  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court  of  which  Mr.  Walmfley  was  regifter,  replied,  "  Sir,  I 
can  put  her  into  the  Spiritual  Court ! " 

Mr.  Wahnffcy,  however,   was  well  pleafed  with  this  proof  of  Johnfon's 

abilities  as  a  dramatick  writer,  and  advifcd  him  to  finifh  the  tragedy,  and 

produce  it  on  the  ftage. 

Johnfon 
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>737*  Johnfbn  now  tjiought  of  trying  his  fortune  in  London,    the  great  field  of 

^is^i^  28.  genius  and  exertion,  where  talents  of  every  kind  have  the  fulleft  fcope,  and 
the  higheft  encouragement.  It  is  a  memorable  circumftance  that  his  pupil 
David  Garrick  went  thither  at  the  fame  time,  with  intention  to  complete  his 
education,  and  foUoy  the  profeffion  of  the  law,  from  which  he  was  loon 
diverted  by  his  decided  preference  for  the  ftage. 

This  joint  expedition  of  thofe  two  eminent  men  to  the  metropolis,  was 
many  years  afterwards  noticed  in  an  allegorical  poem  on  Shaklpeare's 
Mulberry  Tree,  by  Mr.  Lovibond,  the  ingenious  authour  of  "  The  Tears 
of  Old  May-day."    , 

They  were  recommended  to  Mr.  Colfon,  an  eminent  mathematician  and 
mafter  of  an  academy,  by  the  following  letter  from  Mr.  Walmfley : 

To  the  Reverend  Mr.  Colson. 

lichfidd,  March  2»  1737. 

♦*  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  had  the  favour  of  yours,  and  am  extremely  obliged  to  you ;  but 
I  cannot  fay  I  had  a  greater  afiedion  for  you  upon  it  than  I  had  before,  being 
long  fince  fb  much  endeared  to  you,  as  well  by  an  early  friendihip,  as  by 
your  many  excellent  and  valuable  qualifications ;  and,  had  I  a  fon  of  my  own^ 
it  would  be  my  ambition,  inftead  of  fending  him  to  the  Univerfity,  to  difpoft 
of  him  as  this  young  gendeman  is. 

*'  He,  and  another  neighbour  of  mine,  one  Mr.  Samuel  Johnifbn,  fet  out 
this  morning  for  London  together.  Davy  Garrick  is  to  be  with  you  early 
the  next  week,  and  Mr.  Johnfon  to  try  his  fate  with  a  tragedy,  and  to  fee  to 
get  himfelf  employed  in  fome  tranflation,  either  fi-om.  the  Latin  or  the 
French.  Johnfon  is  a  very  good  fcholar  and  poet,  and  I  have  great  hopes 
will  turn  out  a  fine  tragedy-writer.  If  it  fhould  any  way  lie  in  your  way, 
doubt  not  but  you  would  be  ready  to  recommend  and  aflift  your  countryman. 

*'  G.  Walmsley." 

How  he  employed  himfelf  upon  upon  his  firft  coming  to  London  is  not 
particularly  known.  I  never  heard  that  he  found  any  protedtion  or  encourage- 
ment by  the  means  of  Mr.  Colfon,  to  whofe  academy  David  Garrick  went. 
Mrs.  Lucy  Porter  told  me,  that  Mr.  Walmfley  gave  him  a  letter  of  intra- 
duftion  to  Lmtot  his  bookfeller,  and  that  Johnfon  wrote  fome  things  for  him  ; 
but  I  imagme  this  to  be  a  miftake,  for  I  have  difcovered  no  trace  of  it,  and 
I  am  pretty  fure  he  toki  me,  that  Mr.  Cave  was  the  firft  publilher  by  whom 
his  pen  was  engaged  in  London. 

He 
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tie  had  a  little  money  when  he  came  to  town,  and  he  knew  how  he  could  '  1757- 
live  in  the  cheapeft  manner.  His  firft  lodgings  were  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  '^tatTja! 
Norrisj  a  Haymaker,  in  Exeter-ftreet,  adjoining  Catharine-ftreet,  in  the 
Strand.  '*  I  dined  (laid  he)  very  well  for  ci^t-pence,  with  very  good 
company,  at  the  Pine  Apple  in  New-ftreet,  juft  by.  Several  of  them  had 
travelled.  They  expefted  to  meet  every  day ;  but  did  not  know  one  another's 
names.  It  ufed  to  coft  the  reft  a  Ihilling,  for  they  drank  wine  ;  but  I  had 
a  cut  of  meat  for  fix-pence,  and  bread  for  a  penny,  and  gave  the  waiter  a 
penny ;  fo  that  I  was  quite  well  ferved,  nay,  better  than  the  reft,  for  they 
gave  the  waiter  nothing." 

He  at  this  time,  I  believe,  abftained  entirely  from  fcrmeotcd  liquors ;  a 
pradtice  to  which  he  rigidly  conformed  for  many  years  together,  at  different 
periods  of  his  life. 

His  Ofellus  in  the  Art  of  living  in  London,  I  have  heard  him  relate,  was  an 
Irifh , painter,  whom  he  knew  at  Birmingham,  and  who  had  praftifed  his  own 
precepts  of  ceconomy  for  feveral  years  in  the  Britilh  capital.  He  affured 
Johnfon,  who,  I  fuppofe,  was  then  meditatmg  to  try  his  fortune  in  L.ondon, 
but  was  apprehenfive  of  the  expence,  **  that  thirty  pounds  a  year  was  enough  to 
enable  a  man  to  live  there  without  being  contemptible.  He  allowed  ten  pounds 
for  clothes  and  linen.  He  faid  a  man  might  live  in  a  garret  at  eighteen-pcnce 
a  week  j  few  people  would  inquire  where  he  lodged ;  and  if  they  did,  it  was 
cafy  to  fay,  *  Sir,  I  am  to  be  found  at  fuch  a  place.'  By  (pending  three-pence 
in  a  cofiee-houfe,  he  might  be  for  fome  hours  every  day  in  very  good  com- 
pany ;  he  might  dine  for  fix-pence,  breakfaft  on  brea4  and  milk  for  a  penny, 
and  do  without  fupper.  On  clean-Jhirt-day  he  went  abroad,  and  paid  vifits/* 
I  have  heard  him  more  than  once  talk  of  this  frugal  friend,  whom  he  recol- 
ledted  with  efteem  and  kindnefs,  and  did  not  like  to  have  any  one  fmile  at 
the  recital  *'  This  man  (faid  he,  gravely,)  was  a  very  fenfible  man,  who 
perfeftly  underftood  common  affairs :  a  man  of  a  great  deal  of  knowledge 
of  the  world,  frefh  from  life,  not  ftrained  through  books.  He  borrowed  a 
horfe  and  ten  pounds  at  Birmingham.  Finding  himfelf  mafter  of  fg  much 
money,  he  fet  off  for  Weft  Chefter,  in  order  to  get  to  Ireland  He  returned 
the  horfe,  and  probably  the  ten  pounds  too,  after  he  got  home.'* 

Confidering  Johnfon's  narrow  circumftance^  in  the  early  part  of  his  life, 
and  particularly  at  the  intereftihg  sera  of  his  launching  into  the  ocean-  of 
London,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  an  aftual  inftance,  proved  by  expe- 
rience, of  the  pofTibility  of  enjoying  the  intelle6hial  luxury  of  focial  life,  upon 
a  very  fmall  income,  ihould  deeply  engage  his  attention,  and  be  ever  recol- 

H  ledted 
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1 757*     lefted  by  him  as  a  circumftance  of  much  importance.    He  amufed  himfelf, 

'^^1^2]  ^  remember,  by  computing  how  much  more  elcpence  was  abfblutely  neceflary 

to  live  upon  the  fame  fcale  with  that  which  his  friend  defcribed,  when  the 

value  of  money  was  diminifhed  by  the  progrefs  of  commerce.     It  may  be 

efldmated  that  double  the  money  might  now  with  difficulty  be  fufficient. 

Amidil  this  cold  obfcurity,  there  was  one  brilliant  circumftance  to  cheer 
him';  he  was  well  acquainted  with  Mr.  Henry  Hervey,  one  of  the  branches 
of  the  noble  family  of  that  name,  who  had  been  quartered  at  Lichfield  as  an 
officer  of  the  army,  and  had  at  this  time  a  houfe  in  London^  where  Johnfon  was 
frequendy  entertained,  and  had  an  opportunity  of  meeting  genteel  company. 
Not  very  long  before  his  death,  he  mentioned  this,  among  other  particulars 
of  his  life,  which  he  was  kindly  communicating  to  me ;  and  he  defcribed  this 
early  friend  **  Harry  Hervey,"  thus :  **  He  was  a  vicious  man,  but  very 
kind  to  me.    If  you  call  a  dog  Hervev,  I  fhall  love  him." 

He  told  me  he  had  now  written  only  three  afts  of  his  Ikene,  and  that  he 
retired  for  fome  time  to  lodgings  at  Greenwich,  where  he  proceeded  in  it 
ibmewhat  farther,  and  ufed  to  compofe,  walking  in  the  Park  -,  but  did  not 
ftay  long  enough  at  that  place  to  finifh  it. 

At  diis  period  we  find  the  following  letter  from  him  to  Mr.  Edward  Cave, 
which,  as  a  link  in  the  chain  of  his  literary  hiftory,  it  is  proper  to  infert : 

Tq  Mr.  Cave. 

GncDwich^  next  door  to  tbe  Golden  Hear(j 
<^  Sir,  Church-ftrcct,  July  u,  1737. 

"  HAVING  oblcrved  in  your  papers  very  uncommon  ofiers  of 
encouragement  to  men  of  letters,  I  have  choien,  being  a  ftranger  in  London, 
to  communicate  to  you  the  following  defign,  which,  I  hope,  if  you  join  in 
it,  will  be  of  advantage  to  both  of  us. 

"  The  Hiftory  of  the  Council  of  Trent  havmg  been  lately  tranflated  into 
French,  and  publifhed  with  large  Notes  by  bn  Lc  Courayer,  Ae  reputation 
of  that  book  is  {o  much  revived  in  England,  that,  it  is  prefumed,  a  new 
tranflation  of  it  from  the  Italian,  together  widi  LeCourayer's  Notes  from  the 
French,  could  not  fsul  of  a  favouraUe  recq>txoii. 

"  If  it  be  anfwered,  that  the  Hiftory  is  already  in  £i^Iiih>  it  mtift  be  remem* 
bered,  that  there  was  the  fame  objeftion  againft  Le  Courayer's  undertakings 
with  this  difadvantagc,  that  the  French  had  a  verfion  by  one  of  their  bcft 
iranflators,  whereas  you  catoot  read  ihltc  pdgea  of  due  Eng^  Hiftory 
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without  difcovering  that  the  ftyle  is  capable  of  great  improvements ;   but 
whether  thofe  improvements  are  to  be  expefted  from  this  attempt,  you  muft  jEtat'  23! 
judge  from  the  Ipecimen,  which,  if  you  approve  the  propofal,  I  (hall  fubmit 
to  your  examination, 

"  Suppofe  the  merit  of  the  verfions  equal,  we  may  hope  that  the  addition 
of  the  Notes  will  turn  the  balance  in  our  favour,  confidering  the  reputation  of 
the  Annotaton 

"  Be  pleaied  to  fevour  me  with  a  Ipeedy  anfwer,  if  you  are  not  willing 
to  engage  in  this  fcheme  -,  and  appoint  me  a  dky  to  wait  upon  you,  if  you 
are.    1  am,  Sio 

^*  Your  humble  fervant, 
,  '^  Sam,  Johnson." 

It  fhould  feem  from  this  letter,  though  fubfcribed  with  his  own  name,  that 
he  had  not  yet  been  introduced  to  Mr.  Cave.  We  (hall  prefendy  fee  what 
was  done  in  confequence  of  the  propo&l  which  it  contains. 

In  the  courfc  of  the  lummer  he  returned  to  Lichfield,  where  he  had  left 
Mrs.  Johnfon,  and  there  he  at  laft  fini/hed  his  tragedy,  which  was  not 
executed  with  his  rapidity  of  compofidon  upon  other*  occafions,  but  was  flowly 
and  pamfuUy  elaborated.  A  few  days  before  his  death,  while  burning  a 
great  mafs  of  papers,  he  picked  out  from  among  them  the  original  unformed 
fketch  of  this  tragedy,  in  his  own  hand-wridng,  and  gave  it  to  Mr. 
Langton,  by  whofe  favour  a  copy  of  it  is  now  m  my  poflellion.  It  contains 
fragments  of  the  intended  plot,  and  ipeechcs  for  the  different  perlbns  of  the 
drama,  pardy  in  the  raw  materiab  of'  proie,  pardy  worked  up  into  verfe ; 
as  alfo  a  variety  of  hints  for  illuflration  borrowed  from  the  Greek,  Roman^ 
and  modem  writers.  The  hand-writing  is  very  difficult  to  be  read,  even  by 
diofe  who  were  beft  acquainted  with  Johnfon's  mode  of  penmanfhip,  which  at 
all  rimes  was  very  particular.  The  King  having  gracioufly  accepted  of  this 
manufcript  as  a  literary  curiofity,  Mr.  Langton  made  a  fair  and  diftindt  copy  of 
it^  which  he  ordered  to  be  bound  up  with  the  original  and  the  printed  tragedy ; 
and  the- volume  is  depolited  in  the  King's  library.  His  M^efly  was  pleaied 
to  permit  Mr.  Langton  to  take  a  copy  of  it  for  himfelf. 

The  whole  of  it  is  rich  in  thought  and  imagery,  and  happy  expreflions ; 
and  of  the  disjeSla  tnembra  fcattered  throughout,  and  as  yet  unarranged^  a  good 
dramatick  poet  might  avail  himfelf  with  confiderable  advantage.  I  fhall  give 
my  readers  fome  fpecimens  of  diflS^rent  kinds,  diftinguifhing  them  by  the 
Italick  charafter.  • 

^  Ha  ''Nor 
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^'  Nor  think  to  fay^  here  will  Iftop^ 

"  Here  will  I  fix  the  limits  of  tranfgreffionj. 

'^  Nor  farther  tempt  the  avenging  rage  of  heaven,  # 

fp^hen  guilt  like  this  once  harbours  in  the  breaft, 

^hofe  holy  beings ^  wbofe  unjeen  direSion 

Guides  through  the  maze  of  life  thejieps  of  man, 
"  Fly  the  detejied  manfions  of  impiety  ^ 
"  And  quit  their  charge  to  borrour  and  to  ruin.'* 

A  fmall  part  only  of  this  interefting  admonition  is  preferved  in  the  play, 
and  is  varied^  I  thinks  not  to  advantage : 

"  The  foul  once  tainted  with  fo  foul  a  crime, 

"  No  more  fhall  glow  with  friendihip's  hallowed  ardour  t 

"  Thofe  holy  beings  whofe  fuperiour  care 

*'  Guides  erring  mortals  to  the  paths  of  virtue, 

"  Affrighted  at  impiety  like  thine, 

"  Refign  their  charge  to  bafenefs  and  to  ruin." 

"  I  feel  the  f oft  infemm 
'*  Flufh  in  my  cheeky  and  wander  in  my  veins. 
**  ^each  me  the  Grecian  arts  of  foft perjuafion.'^ 

"  Sure  this  is  love,  which  heretofore  I  conceived  the  dream  of  idk  maidiy 
and  wanton  poets.'* 


**  Though  no  comets  or  prodigies  foretold  the  ruin  of  Greece,  Jigns  which 
heaven  rnuft  by  another  miracle  enable  us  to  underftand,  yet  might  it  be  forefhown^ 
by  tokens  no  lefs  certain,  by  the  vices  which  always  bring  it  on.'* 

* 
*    This  laft  pailage  is  worked  up  in  the  tragedy  itfelfi  as  follows  : 
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LEONTIUS. 

That  power  that  kindly  Ipreads 


The  clouds,  a  iignal  of  impending  fhowcrs, 
"  To  warn  the  wandering  linnet  to  the  Ihadc, 
"  Beheld,  without  concern,  expiring  Greece, 
"  And  not  one  prodigy  foretold  pur  fate." 


DEMETRIUS. 
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DEMETRIlfS* 

^<  A  thoufand  horrid  prodigies  foretold  it ; 

•'  A  feeble  government,  eluded  laws, 

**  A  faftious  populace,  luxurious  nobles„ 

**  And  all  the  maladies  of  finking  ftates. 

'^  When  publick  villainy,  too  ftrong  for  juftice, 

"  Shows  his  bold  front,  the  harbinger  of  ruin, 

*'  Can  brave  Leonrius  call  for  airy  wonders, 

**  Which  cheats  interpret,  and  which  fools  regard  ? 

**  When  fome  neglefted  fabrick  nods  beneath 

"  The  weight  of  years,  and  totters  to  the  tempeft, 

"  Muft  heaven  dilpatch  the  meffengers  of  lights 

"  Or  wake  the  dead,  to  warn  us  of  its  fall  ? " 

Mahomet  (to  Ijiene).  **  /  han)e  tried  ibecy  and  joy  to  find  that  thou 
dejerveft  to  be  loved  by  Mabomety-^-^witb  a  mind  gteat  as  bis  own.  Sure^  thou  art 
an  errour  of  nature y  and  an  exception  to  the  refi  of  thy  feXj  and  art  immortal ; 
for fentiments  like  thine  were  never  to  Jink  into  nothing.  I  thought  all  the  thoughts 
of  the  fair  had  been  to  JeUSf  the  graces  of  the  day^  difpofe  the  colours  of  the 
JUunting  (flowing)  robe^  tune  the  voice  and  roll  the  eye^  place  the  gem^  cbooje  the- 
drefsy  and  add  new  rofes  to  the  fading  cheeky  but—fparkling.^' 

Thus  in  tfie  tragedy  r 

"  Illuftrious  maid,  new  wonders  fix  me  thine ; 
"  Thy  foul  completes  the  triumphs  of  thy  face : 
"  I  thought,  forgive  my  fair,  the  nobleft  aim, 
"  The  fl:rongeft  effort  of  a  female  foul. 

Was  but  to  choofe  the  graces  of  the  day. 

To  tune  the  tongue,  to  teach  the  eyes  to  roll, 

Dilpofe  the  colours  of  the  flowing  robe, 
*^  And  add  new  colours  to  the  faded  cheek." 

I  fhall  feleft  one  other  pafTage^  on  account  of  the  doftrine  which  it  iUuf- 
trates.  Irene  obferves,  "  that  the  Supreme  Being  will  accept  ofvirtue^  whatever 
outward  circumftances  it  may  be  accompanied  withy  and  may  be  delighted  with 
varieties  of  worjhip  y—but  is  anfweredy  that  variety  cannot  affeSl  that  Beingy  who 

infinitely 
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1 737*     infimtely  happy  in  bis  own  perfeEtims^  wants  no  external  gratifications ;  nor  can 
'  ^tau^s!  ^n/^i^^  ^^  ^^  delighted  with  fdlJbood\   that  though  he  may  guide  or  pity  thofe 
he  leaves  in  darknefsy   he  abandons  thofe  who  jbut  their  eyes  againft  the  beams 
of  dayr 

Johnfon's  rcfidcnce  at  Lichfield,  on  his  return  to  it  at  this  time,  was  only 
for  three  months  ^  and  as  he  had  as  yet  feen  but  a  fmall  part  of  the  wonders  of 
the  metropolis,  he  had  litde  to  tell  his  townfmen.  He  related  to  me  the  fol- 
lowing minute  anecdote  of  this  period :  ^  In  the  laft  age,  when  my  mother 
lived  in  London,  there  were  two  fets  of  people,  thofe  who  gave  the  wall,  ^d 
thofe  who  took  it  \  the  peaceable  and  the  quarrelfome.  When  I  returned  to 
Lichfield,  after  having  been  in  London,  my  mother  afked  me,  whether  I  was 
one  of  thofe  who  gave  the  wall,  or  thofe  who  took  it.  Now  it  is  fixed  that 
every  man  keeps  to  the  right  i  or,  if  one  is  taking  the  wall,  another  yields  it; 
and  it  is  never  a  dilpute*." 

He  now  removed  to  London  with  Mrs.  Johnfbn  $  but  hbr  dau^ter,  who 
jiad  lived  with  them  at  Edial,  was  left  with  her  relations  in  the  country. 
His  lodgings  were  for  fome  time  in  Woodflock-flrcct,  near  Hanover- 
fquare,  and  afterwards  in  Caftle-ftreet,  near  Cavendifh-fquair.  As  there  is 
fomething  pleafuigly  interefting,  to  many,  in  tracing  ta  great  a  man  through 
all  his  different  habitations,  I  fhall,  before  this  work  is  concluded,  prefcnt 
my  readers  with  an  exadt  lift  of  his  lodgings  and  houfes,  in  order  of  time, 
which,  in  placid  condefcenfion  to  my  rcipeftflil  curiofity,  he  one  evening 
diftated  to  me,  but  without  Ipecifying  how  long  he  lived  at  each.  In  the 
progrefs  of  his  life  I  fhall  have  occafion  to  mention  fome  of  them  as  connected 
with  particular  incidents,  or  with  the  writing  of  particular  parts  of  his  works. 
To  fome,  this  minute  attention  may  appear  trifling ;  but  when  we  confider 
the  pundlilious  exa£tnefs  with  which  the  different  houfes  in  which  Milton 
refided  have  been  traced  by  the  writers  of  his  life,  a  (imilar  enthufiafm  may 
be  pardoned  in  the  biographer  of  Johnfbn. 

His  tragedy  being  by  this  time,  as  he  though^  completely  finifhed  and  fit 
for  the  fb^,  he  was  very  dcfu-ous  that  it  fhould  be  brought  forward.  Mr. 
Peter  Garrick  told  me,  diat  Johnfon  and  he  went  together  to  the  Foun- 
tain tavern,  and  read  it  over,  and  that  he  afterwards  folicited  Mr.  Fleetwood^ 
the  patentee  of  Drury-hne  theatre,  to  have  it  afted  at  his  Ixoufe  \  but  Mr. 
Fliretwood  would  not  accept  it,  probably  becaufe  it  was  not  patronifed  by 

«  Jounnl  of  a  Tonr  to  die  Hebrides,  3d  edit.  p.  232. 
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fome  man  of  high  r^ ;  and  it  was  not  a6ted  till  I749>  when  his  friend  David 
Garrick  was  manager  of  that  theatre. 

"  The  Gentleman's  Magazine,"  begun  and  carried  on  by  Mr.  Edward 
Cave,  under  the  name  of  Sylvanus  Urban,  had  attrafted  the  notice  and 
cfteem  of  Johnfon,  in  an  eminent  degree,  before  he  came  to  L.ondon  as  an 
adventurer  in  literature.  He  told  me,  that  when  he  firft  law  St;.  John's 
Gate,  the  place  where  that  defervedly  popular  mifcellany  was  originally 
printed,  he  "  beheld  it  with  reverence."  I  fuppofe,  indeed,  that  every  young 
authour  has  had  the  fame  kind  of  feeling  for  the  magazine  or  periodical  pub- 
licadon  which  has  firft  entertained  him,  and  in  which  he  has  firft  had  an 
opportunity  to  fee  himfelf  in  print,  without  the  rifk  of  expofing  his  name. 
I  myfelf  recoUeft  fuch  imprefTions  from  "  The  Scots  Magazine,"  which  was 
begun  at  Edinburgh  in  the  year  1739,  and  has  been  ever  condudbed  with  judge- 
ment, accuracy,  and  propriety.  I  yet  cannot  help  thinking  of  it  with  an 
affedbionate  regard.  Johnfon  has  dignified  the  Gendeman's  Magazine,  by 
the  importance  with  which  he  invefts  the  life  of  Cave ;  but  he  has  given  it 
flill  greater  luftre  by  the  various  admirable  Eflays  which  he  wrote  for  it. 

Though  Johnfon  was  often  folicited  by  his  friends  to  make  a  complete  lift  of 
his  writings,  and  talked  of  doing  it,  I  believe  with  a  ferious  intention  that  they 
Ihould  all  be  coUeded  on  his  own  account,  he  put  it  off  from  year  to  year,  and 
at  laft  died  without  having  done  it  perfeftly.  I  have  one  in  his  own  hand- 
writing, which  contains  a  certain  number  i  I  indeed  doubt  if  he  could  have 
recolledbed  every  one  of  them,  as  they  were  fo  numerous,  lb  various,  and 
fcattered  in  fuch  a  multiplicity  of  unconneded  publications ;  nay,  feveral  of 
them  publifhed  Under  the  names  of  other  perfons,  to  whom  he  liberally  con- 
tributed from  the  abundance  of  his  mind.  We  muft,  therefore,  be  content 
to  difcover  them,  pardy  from  occafional  information  given  by  him  to  his 
friends,  and  pardy  from  internal  evidence  K 

His  firft  performance  in  the  Gendeman's  Magazine,  which  for  many  years 
was  his  principal  refburce  for  employment  and  fupport,  was  a  copy  of  Latin 
verfes,  in  March,  1738,  addreffed  to  the  editor  in  fo  happy  a  flyle  of  com- 
pliment, that  Cave  muft  have  been  deftitute  both  of  tafte  and  fenfibility,  had 
had  he  not  felt  himfelf  highly  gratified. 

*  While  in  the  courfe  of  my  narrative  I'  enumerate  hit  writings^  1  Ihall  take  care  that  my 
readers  (hall  not  be  left  to  waver  in  doubt,  between  certainty  and  conje^re,  with  regard  to  their 
authenticity ;  and,  for  that  puipofe^  (hall  mark  with  an  afterijk  (*)  thofe  which  he  acknowledged 
to  his  friends,  and  with  a  dagger  (+)  thofe  which,  are  afcertabed  to  be  liis  by  internal  evidence. 
When  any  pther  pieces  are  afcribed  to  him,  I  (hall  give  my  reafons, 

•  •Ad 
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Ad    Urbanum.* 

UrbanEj  nullis  fejfe  laboribus^ 
UrbanEj  nullis  viSle  calurnniis^ 
Cui  fronte fertum  in  eruditd 
Perpetub  viret  et  virebit  i 

^^tdd  moliatur  gens  imitantiumy 
^uid  et  minetuvy  Jolicitus  jforum^ 
Vacare  JoUs  perge  Mttfisy 
Jwcta  animo  ftudiifque  felix. 

Ungua  procacis  plumbea  Jpicula^ 
Fidens,  Juperbo  frange  filentio ; 
ViSlrix  per  obft antes  catervas 
Sediditas  animofa  tended 

Intende  nervoSj  fortis^  inanibus 
Rifurus  dim  nijibus  amuli ; 
Intende  jam  nervos,  babebis 
Participes  opera  Camcenas, 

Nm  uUa  Mujis  pagina  gratior^ 
^uam  qtue  Jeveris  ludicra  jungere 
Noviti  fatigatamque  nugis 
Vtilibus  recreare  mentem. 

fexente  Nympbis  ferta  Lycoride^ 
Rofa  rubor  em  Jic  viola  adjuvat 
Immifta^  fie  Iris  refidget 
jEtbereis  variata  fucis  *. 


It 


^  A  tranOadon  of  this  Ode>  by  an  unknown  correfpondept^  appeared 
jnonth  of  May  following : 

''  Hail  UaBAN !  indefatigable  man^ 
*'  Unwearied  yet  by  all  thy  ufeful  toill 

"  Whom  nnm'ious  flaQderen  afiault  in  yain  % 
*'  Whom  no  bafe  calomny  can  pnt  to  foil. 
**  But  ftill  the  laurel  on  thy  learned  brow 
**  Flouriihes  fair,  and  ihall  for  ever  grow* 


"  What 
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It  appeal's  that  he  wias  now  enlifted  by  Mr.  Cave  as  a  regular  coadjutor  in 
his  magazine,  by  which  he  probably  obtained  a  tolerable  livelihood.  At  what 
time,  or  by  what  means,  he  had  acquired  a  competent  knowledge  both  of 
French  and  Italian,  I  do  not  know ;  but  he  was  fo  well  (killed  in  them,  as  to 
be  fufliciently  qualified  for  a  tranflator.  That  part  of  his  labour  which  con- 
fided in  emendation  and  improvement  of  the  produftions  of  other  contri- 
butors, like  that  employed  in  levelling  ground,  can  be  perceived  only  by  thofe 
who  had  an  opportunity  of  comparing  the  original  with  the  altered  copy. 
What  we  certainly  know  to  have  been  done  by  him  in  this  way,  was '  the 
Debates  in  both  houfes  of  Parliament,  under  the  name  of  ^^  The  Senate  of 

*»  What  mean  the  fcrvilc  imitating  crew, 
«  What  their  vain  bluft'ring,  and  their  empty  noifc, 

*•  Ne'er  fcek:  but  dill  thy  noble  ends  parfuc, 
'*  Unconquer'd  by  the  rabble's  venal  voice, 

*r  Still  to  the  Mufe  tjiy  ftudious  mind  apply, 

**  Happy  in  temper  as  in  induftry. 

«'  The  fenfefcTs  fheerings  of  am  haughty  tongue^ 
**  Unworthy  thy  attention  to  engage, 

<*  Unheeded  pafs :  and  tho'  they  mean  thee  wrong,  .  "T 

**  By  manly  filence  difappoint  their  rage. 

**  Afliduous  diligence  confounds  its  foes, 

''  RefifUefs,  tho'  malicious  crouds  oppofe. 

*'  Exert  thy  powers,  nor  flacken  in  the  couffe, 
^*  Thy  ipotlefs  fame  (hall  qua(h  all  falfe  reports ; 

**  Exert  thy  powers,  nor  fear  a  rival's  force, 
''  But  thou  (halt  fmile  at  all  his  vain  efforts  ; 

*'  Thy  labours  (hall  be  crown'd  with  large  fuccefs  ; 

*<  The  Mufe's  aid  thy  magazine  (hall  bkfs.       * 
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<«  No  page  more  grateful  to  th'  harmonious  nine  I 

**  Than  that  wherein  thy  labours  we  furvcy : 

"  Where  folemn  themes  in  fuller  fplendour  (hmt^ 
**  (Pelightful  mixture^)  blended  with  the  gay. 
Where  in  improving,  various  joys  we  find, 
A  welcome  reipite  (o  the  wearied  mind. 

"  Thus  when  the  nymphs  in  fome  fair  verdant  mead^ 
**  Of  various  flow'rs  a  beauteous  wreath  compofe, 

••  The  lovely  violet's  azure-painted  head 
**  Adds  luftre  to  the  crimfon-bluihing  rofc. 

•'  TTius  fplendid  Iris,  with  her  varied  dye, 

''  Shines  in  the  xther,  and  adorns  the  iky. 

<«  BRITON/' 

I  Lilliput/' 
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i75^«  Lilliput>"  iboiedmes  with  feigned  denominations  of  the  feveral  fpeakers, 
Mm^zq.  fonicrimes  with  denominations  fomicd  of  the  letters  of  their  real  names,  in 
the  manner  of  what  is  called  anagram,  (o  that  they  might  eafily  be  decy-* 
phered.  Parliament  then  kept  the  prefs  in  a  kind  of  myfterious  awe,  which 
made  it  neceffary  to  have  recourfe  to  fuch  devices.  In  our  time  it  has 
acquired  an  unreftrained  freedom, 'ib  that  the  people  in  all  parts  of  the  king- 
dom have  a  fair,  open,  and  exaft  report  of  the  adhial  proceedings  of  their 
reprefentativcs  and  legiflators  j  which  in  our  conftitution  is  highly  to  be  valued, 
though,  unqueftionably,  there  has  of  late  been  too  much  reafon  to  complain 
of  the  petulance  with  which  obfcure  fcribblers  have  prefomcd  to  treat  men  of 
the  moft  refpeftable  charafter  and  fituation. 

This  important  article  of  the  Gendeman's  Magazine  was,  for  feveral  years, 
executed  by  Mr.  William  Gythrie,  a  man  who  deferves  to  be  relpedbably 
recorded  in  the'  literary  annals  of  diis  country.  He  was  defcended  of  an 
ancient  family  in  Scotland  j  but  having  a  fmall  patrimony,  and  being  an  adhe- 
rent of  the  unfortunate  houfe  of  Stuart,  he  could  not  accept  of  any  office  in 
the  ftate  -,  he  therefore  came  to  London,  and  empfoyed  his  talents  and  learn- 
.  ing  as  an  "  Authour  by  profeffion."  His  writings  in  hiflory,  criticifm,  and 
politicks,  had  confiderable  merit  ^.  He  was  the  firft  Englifh.  hiftorian  who 
had  recourfe  to  that  authentick  fburce  of  information,  the  Parliamentary 
Journals  j  and  fuch  was  the  power  of  his  political  pen,  Aat,  at  an  early  period, 
government  thought  it  worth  their  while  to  keep  it  quiet  by  a  penfion,  which 
he  enjoyed  till  his  death.  Johnibn  efteemed  him  cnough*to  wiih  that  his 
life  fhould  be  written.  The  debates  in  Parliament,  which  were  brought  home 
and  digefted  by  Guthrie,  whofe  memory,  though  furpaHed  by  others  who 
have  fince  followed  him  in  the  ianoe  department,  was  yet  very  quick  and 
tenacious,  were  fent  by  Cave  to  Johnibn  for  his  revifion  j  and,  after  Ibme 
time,  when  Guthrie  had  attained  to  greater  variety  of  employment,  and  the 
fpeeches  were  more  and  more  enriched  by  the  accefliofi  of  Johnfon's  genius^ 
it  was  refolved  that  he  fhoukl  do  the  whole  himfelf,  fpom  the  fcanty  notes 
fumifhed  by  perfons  employed  to  attend  in  both  houfes  of  Parliament.  Some- 
times, however,  as  he  hinifelf  told  me,  he  had  nothing  more  communi- 
cated to  liim  but  the  names  of  the  feveral  fpeakers,  and  the  part  which  they 
had  taken  in  the  debate. 


'  How  mach  poetry  he  wrote,  I  know  not ;  but  he  infofiiied  me,  that  he  was  the  anthoor  of 
the  beautiful  little  piece,  ''  The  Ea^  and  Robin  Redbieaft,"  in  the  co&aion  of  poems  entitled 
*<  The  Uniqit,"  though  ii  is  there  faid  to  be  written  by  Archibald  Scott,  before  the  year  i6oo. 

5  Thus 
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T^hus  was  Johnfon  employed,  during  fome  of  the  beft  years  of  hi$  life,      »75^ 
8s  a  mere  literary  labourer  •'  for  gam,  not  glory^"  folely  to  obtain  an  hoReft  ^STao!  ^ 

fupport.  He  however  indulged  himfelf  in  occafional  litde  fallies,  which  the 
French  fo  happily  exprels  by  the  term  jeux  d'ejprit^  and  which  will  be 
noticed  in  their  order,  in  the  progrefe  of  this  work. 

But  what  firft  dilplayed  his  tranfcendcnt  powers,  and  *'  gave  the  world 
afllirance  of  the  Man,"  was  his  *'  London,  a  Poem,  in  Imitation  of  the 
Third  Satire  of  Juvenal,"  which  came  out  in  May  this  year,  and  burft 
forth  with  a  Iplendour,  the  rays  of  which  will  for  ever  encircle  his  name. 
Boileau  had  imitated  the  fame  fatire  with  great  fuccefs,  applying  it  to  Paris ; 
but  an  attentive  comparifon  will  farisfy  every  reader,  that  he  is  much  excelled 
by  the  EngUfh  Juvenal.  Oldham  had  alfo  imitated  it,  and  applied  it  to 
London  j  all  which  performances  concur  to  prove,  that  great  cities,  in  every 
agei  and  in  every  country,  will  fomifh  fimilar  topicks  of  fetire.  .  Whether 
Johnfon  had  previoufly  read  Oldharn's  imitation,  I  do  not  know  i  but  it  is 
not  a  little  remarkable,  that  there  is  fcarcely  any  coincidence  found  between 
the  two  performances,  thou^  upon  the  very  fame  fubjeft.  TJic  only  ia« 
ftances  are,  in  defcribing  London  as  the  fink  of  fcureign  worthlefiheis : 


m  the  ccmmonfiori^ 


•  9 


and^ 


<«  Where  France  docs  aU  her  fflth  and  otdurc  pour,' 

Oldham. 
*'  The  common  Jbore  of  Paris  and  of  Rome/' 

Johnson. 

**  No  calling  or  profeffion  comca  amifs, 
**  A  needy  mmfieur  can  be  what  he  pleafe." 


Oldham. 
"  All  fciences  a  f^^Jting  monfieur  knows." 

Johnson. 
The  partseulars  which  Oldham  has  colledred,  both  as  exhibiting  the  hor^ 
roxirs  of  London,  and  of  Ac  times,  contrafted  with  better  days,  are  different 
from  thofe  of  Johnfon,  and  in  general  well  chofen,  and  well  expreft  *• 

There 

'  I  own  it  pkaied  me  to  find  amongft  them  one  trait  of  the  manners  of  the  age  in  London^  id 
the  laft  centuiy,  to  (hield  from  the  fncer  of  Engli(h  ridicule,  what  wa»  fome  time  ago  too  common 
a  pnifitce  in  my  native  city  of  Edinburgh : 

•'  If  what  I've  faid  can't  from  the  town  affright, 
**  Coafider  other  dangers  of  the  night  i 

I  2  *•  When 


H 
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»738*         There  are,  in  Oldham's  imitation,  many  profaick  verfes  and  bad  rhymes^ 
^^j^i^q]  and  his  poem  fets  out  with  a  ftrangc  inadvertent  blunder : 

*'  Tho'  much  concerned  to  leav^  my  dear  old  friend, 
'*  I  muft,  however,  bis  defign  commend 
"  Of  fixing  in  the  country.  '* 

It  is  plain  he  was  not  going  to  leave  his  friend  \   his  friend  was  going  to 
leave  bim.     A  young  lady  at  once  correfted  this  with  good  critical  fagiicitjr 

to 

^*  Tho'  much  concerned  to  lofe  my  dear  old  friend." 

There  is  one  paflage  in  the  original,  better  transfufed  by  Oldham  than  by 
Johnfon : 

^'  Nil  bahet  infeltx  faupertas  durius  in  fCy 
^^  ^am  qu9d  ridiculos  bomines  facit*^ 

which  is  an  exquifite  remark  on  the  galling  meannefs  and  contempt  annexedl 
ta poverty:  Johnson's. imitation  is, 

"  Of  all  the  griefs  that  harrafs  the  diftrcft; 
^'  Sure  the  mod  bitter  is  a  fcornflil  jefr.'*' 

Oldham's,  though  lefe  elegant,  is  more  juft: 

'*  Nothing  in  poverty  io  ill  is  borne, 

"  As  its  expofing  men  to  grinning  fcom.?' 

Where^  or  in  what  manner  this  poem  was  compofed,  I  am  ibrry  that  F 
neglefted  to  afcertain  with  precifion,  from  Johnfon's  own  authority.  He 
has  marked  upon  his  correfted  copy  of  the  firft  edition,  of  it,  "  Written 
in  17 3$  9"  and,  as  it  was  puhlifhed  in  the  month' o£  May  in  that  year,  it  is 
evident  that  much  time  was  not  employed  in  preparing  it  for  the  preis.  Th« 
hiftory  of  its  publication  I  am  enabled  to  give  in  a  very  fatisfaftory  manner  1 
and  judging  from  myfelf,  and  many  of  my  friends,  I  truft  that  it  wilt  not  bei 
uninterefting  to  my  readers., 

**  When  brickbats  are  from  upper  ftories  tbrawD,. 
*•  And  emptied  chamberfou  come  fwring  down 
•*  From  gaff  et  windows*'* 

We 


"^ 


»  Hi«  Ode  ''  Ad  Urbanum"  probably,.  N, 
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We  may  be  certain,   though  it  }s^  not  exprefsly  nanied  in  the  following   .  '738- 
fetters  to  Mr.  Cave  in  1738,  that  they  all  relate  to  it;  ^tat.  29. 

la   Mr.   Cave. 

Caftle-flreet, . WedncfJiay  morning* 
cr  Sir,,  [No  date.  1738.] 

"  WHEN  I  took  the  liberty  of  writing  to  you  a  few  days  ago,.  I 
did  not  expeft  a  repetition  of  the  fame  pkafure  fo  foon ;  for  a  pleafure  I  Ihall 
always  think  it,  to  converfe  in  any  manner  widi  an  ingenious  and  candid  man  i 
but  having,  the  inclofed  poem  in  my  hands  to.  dilpofe  of  for  the  benefit  of  the 
authour,  (of  whofe  abilities  I  fhall  fa7  nothing,  fmce  I  fend,  you  his  per- 
formance,) I  believed  I  could  not  procure  more  advantageous  terms  from 
any  perfon  than  from  you,  wha  have  fo  much  diflinguifhed  yourfelf  by  your 
generous  encouragement  of  poetry;  and  whofe  judgement  of  that  art  nothing 
but  your  commendation  of  my  trifle  '  can  give  me  any  occafion  to  call  in 
queflion.  I  do  not  doubt  but  you  will  look  over  this  poem  with  another 
eye,  and  reward  it  in  a.difierent  manner,  from  a  mercenary  bookfeller,  wha 
counts  the  lines  he  is  to  purchafe,  and  confiders  nothing  but  the  bulk.  I  can- 
not help  taking  notice,  that,  belides  what  the  authour  may  hope  for  on 
account  of  his  abilities,  he  has  likewife  another  claim  to  your  regard,  as  he 
lies  at  prefcnt  under  very  difadvantageous  circumftances  of  fortune.  I.  beg, 
therefore,   that  you  will  favour  me  with  a  letter  to-morrow,    that  I   may 

know  what  you  can  afford  to  allow  him,    that  he  may  either  part  with  it  1 

to  you,  or  find  out  (which  I  do  not  expeft)  fome  other  way  more  tahis 
fatisfaftion. 

*'  I  have  only  to  add,^  that  as  I  am  fenfible  I  have  tranferibed  it  .very 
coarfely,.  which,  after  having  altered  it,  I  was  obliged  to  do,  I  will,  if  you 
pleafe  to  tranfmit  the  fheets  from  the  prefs,  correft  it  for  you ;  and  take  the 
trouble  of  altering  any  flroke  of  fatire  whicK  you  may  diflike, 

*'  By  exerting  on  this  occafion  your  ufual  generofity,  ybu  will  not  only 
encourage  learning,  and  relieve  diftrefs,  but  (though  it  be  in  comparifon  of 
the  other  motives  of  very  fmall  account)  oblige  in  a  very  fenfible  man-r 
ner,  Sir, 

**  Your  very  humble  fervant>.  i 

"  Sam.  John&on/' 


/  \ 


\ 


s 

C" 

\ 
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To  Mr.   Cave. 

'*  Sir,  Monday,  No.  6,  Caftle-Hrect. 

"  I  A  M  to  return  you  thanks  for  the  prefent  you  were  fo  kind  as  to 
fend  by  me,  and  to  intreat  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to  inform  me  by  the  penny- 
poft,  whether  you  refolve  to  print  the  poem.  If  you  pleafe  to  lend  it  me  by 
the  poft,  with  a  note  to  Dodfley,  I  will  go  and  read  the  lines  to  him,  that  we 
may  have  his  confent  to  put  his  name  in  the  tide-page.  As  to  the  printing, 
if  it  can  be  fet  immediately  about,  I  will  be  fo  much  die  authour's  friend,  as 
not  to  content  myfelf  with  mei:e  folicitations  in  his  favour.  I  propofe,  if  my 
calculation  be  near  the  truth,  to  engage  for  the  reimburfement  of  all  that  you 
Ihall  lofe  by  an  impreflion  of  500,  provided,  as  you  very  generoufly  propofe, 
that  the  profit,  if  any,  be  fet  afide  for  the  authour's  ufe,  excepting  the  prefent 
you  made,  which,  if  he  be  a  gainer,  it  is  fit  he  ihouki  repay.  I  beg  that 
you  will  let  one  of  your  fervants  write  an  cxa6b  account  of  the  expence  of 
flich  an  impreflion,  and  fend  it  with  the  poem,  that  I  may  know  what  I 
engage  for.  I  am  very  fenfible,  from  your  generofity  on  this  occafion,  of 
your  regard  to  learning,  even  in  its  unhappieft  ftate,  and  cannot  but  think 
iiich  a  temper  deferving  of  the  gratitude  of  thofe  who  fufFer  fo  often  from  a 
contrary  difpofidoa.     I  am.  Sir, 

*^  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

*'  Sam.  Johnson." 

7i  Mr.   Cave. 
"  Sir,  [Kodau.'] 

"  I  waited  on  you  to  take  ^e  copy  to  Dodfley's:  as  I  remem- 
ber the  npmber  of  lines  which  it  contains,  it  will  be  longer  than  Eugenic, 
with  the  quotations,  which  muft  be  fubjoined  at  the  bottom  of  the  page, 
part  of  the  beauty  of  the  performance  (if  any  beauty  be  allowed  it)  confift- 
ing  in  adapting  Juvenal's  fentiments  to  modem  fafts  and  perfons.  It  will, 
with  thofe  additions,  very  conveniently  make  five  jttieets.  And  fince  the 
expence  will  be  no  more,  I  fhall  contentedly  infurc  it,  as  I  mentioned  in  my 
laft.  If  it  be  not  therefore  gone  to  Dodfley's,  I  beg  it  may  be  fent  me  by  the 
penny-poft,  that  I  may  have  it  in  the  evening.  I  have  compofcd  a  Greek 
Epigram  to  Eliza ',  and  think  flie  ought  to  be  celebrated  in  as  many  different 
languages  as  Lewis  Ic  Grand.     Pray  fend  me  word  when  you  will  begin  upon 

•     *  The  kamed  Mrs,  Elizabeth  Carter. 

the 
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the  poem,  for  it  is  a  long  way  to  wallc.     I  would  kave  my  Epigram,   but     ^13^- 
have  not  day-light  to  trairfcribe  it,     I  am,  Sir,  Mtai^g, 

''  Your*s,  &c. 

"  Sam,  Johnson." 

To  Mr.   CAYi. 

<€  Sir,  [fTodizu.^ 

^M  A  M  extremely  obliged  hf  your  kind  letter,  and  will  not  fail  to 
attend  you  to-morrow  with  Irene,  who  looks  upon  you  as  one  of  her  beft 
friends. 

"  I  was  to  day  with  Mr.  Doddey,  who  declares  very  warmly  in  favour  of 
the  paper  you  fent  him,  which  he  defires  to  have  a  lliare  in,  it  being,  as  he 
fays,  a  creditable  thing  to  be  concerned  in.  I  knew  not  what  anfwer  to  make 
till  I  had  confulted  you,  nor  what  to  demand  on  the  authour's  part,  but  am 
very  willing  that,  if  you  pleafe,  he  Ihould  have  a  part  in  it,  as  he  will 
unfioubtedly  be  more  diligent  to  diiperfe  and  promote  it.  If  you  can  fend 
me  word  to-morrow  what  I  fhall  fey  to  him,.  I  will  fetde  matters,  and  bring 
the  poem  with  me  for  the  prefs,  which  as  the  town  empties,  wc  cannot  be 
too  quick  with.     I  am>  Sir^ 

^  Your's,  fee 

"  Sam.  Johnson.'* 

To  us  who  have  long  known  the  manly  force,  bold  fpirit,  and  nufterly 
verfification  of  this  poem,  it  is  a  matter  of  curiofity  to  obferve  the  diffidence 
with  which  its  authour  brought  it  forward  into  publick  notice,  while  he  is  fo 
<!autiOus  as  not  to  avow  it  to  be  his  own  production ;  and  with  what  humility 
he  offers  to  allow  the  printer  to  **  alter  any  ftroke  of  fatire  which  he 
might  diflike.'*  That  any  fuch  alteration  was  made,  we  do  not  know.  If/ 
we  did,  We  Cotild  not  but  feel  an  indignant  regret ;  but  how  painful  is  it  to 
fee  that  a  writer  of  fuch  vigourous  powers  of  mind  was  a6hially  in  fuch 
diftrefs,  that  the  fmall  profit  which  fo  fhort  a  poem>  however  excellent,  could 
yield,  was  courted  as  a  ''  relie£" 

It  has  been  generally  faid,  I  know  not  ^th  what  truth,  that  Johnfon 
offered  his  «  London  '*  to  feverd  booklellers,  none  of  whom  would  pur- 
chafe  it.  To  this  circumftance  Mn  Derrick  alludes  in  the  following  lines  of 
his  "Fortune,  a Rhap90i>¥ ;''. 

«  WiU 
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•**  Will  no  kind  patrOn  Johnson  own  ? 

'*'  Shall  Johnson  friendlefs  range  the  town? 

•  cc 


And  every  publilher  refafc 

The  ofRpring'of  his  happy  Mufe?" 


But  we  have  feen  that  the  worthy,  inodcft,  and  ingenious  Mr.  Robert 
3)odfley  had  tafte  enough  to  perceive  its  uncommon  merit,  and  thought  it 
creditable  10  have  a  fhare  in  it.  The  fad:  is,  that,  at  a  future  conference,  he 
bargained  for  the  whole  property  of  it,  for  which  he  gave  Johnfon  ten 
guineas,  who  told  me,  "  I  might,  perhaps,  have  accepted  of  lefs  j  but  that 
Paul  Whitehead  had  a  litde  before  got  ten  guineas  for  a  poem  i  and  I  would 
not  take  lefs  than  Paul  Whitehead." 

I  may  here  obferve,  that  Johnfon  appeared  to  me  to  undervalue  Paul 
Whitehead  upon  every  occiafiori  when  he  was  mentioned,  and,  in  niy 
opinion,  did  not  do  him  juftice ;  but  when  it  is  confidered  that  Paul  Whitehead 
was  a  member  of  a  riotous  and  profane  club,  we  may  account  for  Johnfon's 
having  a  prejudice  againft  him.'  Paul  Whitehead  was,  indeed,  unfortunate 
'  in  being  not  orily  flighted  by  Johnfon,  but  violendy  attacked  by  Churchill, 
who  utters  the  following  imprecation : 

"  May  I  (can  wprfo  diigrace  on  manhood  fall  ?) 
f  <  Be  bom  ft  WWteheadj  and  baptiz'd  a  Paul  1 " 

yet  I  fhall  never  be  perfuaded  to  think  meanly  of  the  authour  of  fo  brilliant 
and  pointed  a  fatirc  as  "  Manners." 

Johnfon's  "London"  was  publiflied  in  May,  1738*;  and  it  is  remark- 
able, that  it  came  out  on  the  fame  morning  with  Pope's  fatire,  entided 
"  1738*"  fo  that. England  had  at  once  its  Juvenal  and  Horace  as  poetical 
monitors.  The  Reverend  Dr.  Douglas,  now  Bifhop  of  Carlifle,  to  whom 
I  am  indebted  for  fome  obliging  communicadonsj   was  then  a  fhident  at 

*  Sir  John  Hawkins,  p.  86,  tells  us  "  The  event  Is  ofxtedatedt  in  the  poem  of  *  London  ;* 
but  in  every  particular,  except  the  difFerence  <5f  a  year,  what  is  there  faid  of  the  departure  of 
Thales,  muft  bt  underdood  of  Savage,  aild  looked  upon^is  trat  hffioty."  This  Conjecture  is,  I 
believe,  cntiiely  groundlefs.  I  have  been  afliu^l*  tfiat  Johnibn  faifl  he  was  not  fo  much  as 
acquainted  with  Savage  when  he  wrote  his  *'  London/'  If  the  departure  mentioned  in  it  was 
the  departure  of  Savage,  the  event  was  not  antedated h\M  fore/een \  for  *'  London"  was  publiihcd 
in  May,  1738,  and  Savage  did  not  fet  out  for  Wales  till  July,  1739.  However  wdl  Johnfon 
codd  defend  the  ciedibility  d[  ftamd  fight ^  he  did  not  pretend  diat  he  himfelf  was  poflefTed  of 
ihat  faculty. 

Oxford, 


y 
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0]^oitl,  and  remembers  well  the  effed  which  "  London"  produced.    Every      tjjS. 
■body  was  delighted  with  it ;  and  there  being  no  name  to  it,  the  firft  buz  of  the  ^^^  \^ 
literary  circles  was  "  here  is  an  unkirown  poet,   greater  even  than  Pope." 
And  it  is  recorded  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  of  that  year ',  that  it  «  got 
to  the  fccond  edition  in  the  cburfc  of  a  week." 

One  of  the  warmeft  patrons  of  this  poem  on  its  firft  appearance  was 
Qenerat  Oglethorpe,  whole  "  ItrcHig  benevolence  of  foul"  was  unabated 
during  the  courle  of  a  very  long  life ;  tjiough  it  is  painful  to  think,  that  he 
had  but  too  much  reafon  to  become  cold  and  callous,  and  difcontented  with 
the  world,  from  the  negleft  which  he  experienced  of  his  publick  and  private 
worth,  by  thofe  in  whofe  power  it  was  to  gratify  fo  gallant  a  veteran  with 
marks  of  diltindion.  This  extraordinary  perlbn  was  as  renurk^e  for  his 
learning  and  tafte,  as  for  his  other  eminent  qualities ;  and  no  man  was  more 
prompt,  a^ve,  and  generous  in  cncouiag^ng  merit.  I  hare  heard  Johnfon 
gratefidly  acknowledge,  in  his  prefence,  the  kind  and  effcdual  fiipport  which 
he  gave  to  his  *<  London,"  thoi^h  unacquainted  with  its  authour. 

Pope,  who  then  filled  the  poetical  throne  without  a  rival,  it  may  reafonably 
be  prcfumed,  muft  have  been  particularly  ftruck  by  the  fudden  ^^>earance  of  . 
fuck  a  poet;  and,  to  his  credit,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  his  feelings 
and  conduct  on  the  occafimi  were  candid  and  liberaL  He  requdted  Mr. 
Richardfon,  fon  of  the  paititer,  to  endeavour  to  find  out  who  this  new  authour 
was.  Mr.  Richardfon,  after  fome  inquiTy>  having  informed  him  that  he  had 
-difcovered  only  that  his  name  was  Johnfon,  and  that  he  was  fome  oblcure 
inan.  Pope  fwd,  "  He  will  foon  be  deierre*."  We  fhall  prefently  fte,  fiwn 
a  note  written  by  Pope,  that  he  was  himfclf  afterwards  more  fuccelsfid  in  his 
inquiries  than  his  friend. 

That  in  this  juftly-celebrued  poem  may  be  found  a  few  rhymes  which  the 
criucal  precifion  of  Englifh  profody  at  this  day  would  difallow,  cannot  be 
denied ;  but  with  this  fmall  imperfo£Uon,  which  in  the  general  bUze  of  its 
excellence  is  not  perceived,  rill  the  mind  has  fi^fided  into  cool  attention,  it 
is,  undoubted^,  one  of  the  nobleft  productions  in  our  language,  both  for 
fenriment  and  exprcfiion.  The  nation  was  then  in  th«  ferment  againfl  the 
court  and  the  miniftry,  which  fome  years  after  ended  in  the  down&ll  of  Sir 
Robert  Walpole  j  and  as  it  has  been  Hud,  that  Tories  are  Whigs  when  out  of 
place,  and  Whigs,  Tories  when  in  place  -,  fo,  as  a  whig  adminiftration  ruled 
with  what  force  it  could,  a  tory  oppofiuon  had  all  the  animation  and  all  the 

*  P.  169.  *  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  from  the  informition  of  the  younger  Richardfon. 

K  eloquence 


^  THE    LiyE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 
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eloquence  of  refiftance  to  power,  aided  by  the  common  topicks  of  patriotifin^ 
liberty,  and  independence !  AcccM^gty,  W€  find  in  Johnfen^s  '^  London  '^ 
the  moft  fpirited  invedives  againll  tyranny  and  oppreffioh,  tiie  wamieft  poe^ 
VKledion  for  his  own  country,  ttiid  the  piHfeft  lovt  of  virtues  interQ}erftd  with 
traits  of  his  own  particular  character  and  fituatioii,  not  omitting  his  prejudicea 
as  a  <*  true-born  Engtifhman  S"  not  oidy  againft  tforeign  countries,  bat  againft 
Ireland  and  Scotland.   On  fome  of  i^efe  topidks  i  fliall  quote  a  few  paflages  i 

"  The  cheated  nation's  ihappy  fav'rites  fee ; 

<<  Mark  whom  the  great  carels,  who  £rown  on  me**** 

« 

<«  Has  "heaven  ftfetv*d,  in  pity  to  the  pdbr, 
«  No  pathWs  waftCi  Of  undifco'ver'd  4horc  > 
.    '"  No  fecret  ifland  in  the  l^oundkis  mjdn  ? 
'*^  Ko  peaceful  dcfart  yet  undaim'd  by  Spain  I 
^*  Quick  let  us  rile,  the  -happy  feats  'ei^ore,  v 

^'  And  bear  Oppreblon's  inifoleiide  fio  more/* 

*'  Mow,  when  competitors  like  thefe  contend, 
•^  X^2n/urfy  Virtue  hope  to  fix  a  friend  ?  ** 

*^  Thb  mouinfol  truth  is  every  where  cotifefs'd, 

*'  Slow  xisfis  w^okth,  bt  poverty  d«prbss^d!** 

W€  may  eafily  conceive  with  what  feeling  a  great  mind  like  his,  cran^^d 
and  galled  by  narrow  circumfbmces^  uttered  this  laft  line,  which  he  marked 
by  capitals.  The  whole  of  the  poem  is  eminently  excellent^  and  there  are  m 
it  fuch  proofs  of  a  knowledge  of  the  woiild,  and  of  a  mature  acquaintance 
with  Kfe,  as  cannot  be  contemplated  without  wonder,  when  we  confider  that 
he  was  then  only  m  his  twenty-ninth  year,  ^and  had  yet  been  fo.  litde  in  the 
•*  bufy  haunts  of  men.'* 

Yet,  while  we  admire  the  poetical  excellence  of  this  poem,  candbur  obUges^ 
us  to  allow,  that  the  flame  of  patriotifin  and  zeal  for  popular  refiftance  widi. 
which  it  is  fraught,  had  no  juft  cau^.  There  was,  in  truth,  1^0  *^  oppreffioni" 
the  *'  nation"  was  not  "  cheatedJ"  Sir  Robert  Walpole  was  ^  wife  «Bd  a 
benevolent  minifter,  who  thought  that  the  happinefs  and  profperity  of  a  com- 
mercial country  like  ours,,  would  be  befl  promoted  by  peace,    which  he 

'  It  is,  however^  remarkable^  that  he  ufes  the  epithet,  which,  undoubtedly,  fince  the  union 
between  England  and  Scotland,,  ought  to  denominate  the  natives  of  both  parts  of  our  ifland : 

"  Was  early  taught  a  Briton's  rights  to  prize.** 

3  accordingly 
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BQcOrdii^y  nuintaiaed,  with  credit,  during  a  very  long  period.  Johnlbn  him-      '^^^ 
f^aferwarda  boneftly  acknowledged  the  merit  of  Walpote,  whom  he  called  *'  a  £ui.  i^ 
fixed  ftar;"  while  he  charaftetifed  his  opponent,  Pitt,  as  "  a  met^r."  ;  But 
Johnlbn's  juvenile  poem  was  naturidly  impr^aated  widi  the  Hre  of  oppo- 
fition^  "and  upon  every  account  was  univerfally  admired. 

Though  thus  elevated  into  feme,  and  confcious  of  uncommon  powers, 
he  had  not  chat  buftling  confidence,  or,  2  may  rather  fay,  that  animated 
ambition,  which  or»e  might  have  fuppofed  would  have  urged  him  to  endea- 
vour at  rifing  in  life.  But  fuch  was  his  indexible  dignity  of  chara^er,  that 
he  could  not  ftoop  to  court  the  great ;  widiout  which,  hardly  any  man  has 
made  his  w^  to-  high  ft«ion.  He  could  not  expeft  to  produce  many  fuch 
works  as  his  *'  Londom,"  and  he  felt  the  hardfhip  of  writing  for  bread  j  he 
was,  ther^re,  willing  to  FcAime  the  office  of  a  fchoolmafler,  fo  as  to  have  a 
fuiv,  though  moderate  income  for  his  Mfe ;  uid  an  offer  being  made  to  him 
of  ft  fchool  in  Scaflfordfhire^,  provided  he  could  obtein  the  degree  of  Mafter 
of  Arts,  Pr.  Adancis  was  applied  to,  by  a  common  friend,  to  know  whether 
that  could  be  granted  him  as  a  &vour  from  the  Univeriity  of  Oxford.  But 
thou^  he  had  mivk  luch  a  Hgure  in  the  literary  world,  it  was  then  thought 
too  great  a  &vour  to  be  aflced. 

Pope,  without  any  knowledge  of  him  but  from  his  «  London,"  recom- 
mended him  to  Earl  Gower,  who  endeavoured  to  procure  for  him  a  degree 
from  Dublin,  by  the  following  letter  to  a  friend  of  Dean  Swift : 

«   SlR^ 

«  Mr.  Samuel  Johnson  (authour  of  linden,  a  fadrc,  ^d  jfoinc 
other  poetic^  iMfces)  is  a  native  of  diis  ?ognty,  and  much  refpeited  by  fcwne 
worthy  gendctnen  in  his  neighbourhood,  wlw  are  truftces  of  a  (;h»rity  fchooj 
nowfcjgwti  the  certain  falary  is  fixty  pqunds  a  yeair,  of  which  they  arc 
defiroulro  make  bim  mafter ;  tut,  unfortiinately,  he  is  not  capable  of  receiv- 
hig  their'  bpunty,  -vY^h  would  make  bim  ha^pp  for  l^ft^  by  not  being  a  Mt^^er 
4>f  Arts  i  which,  by  the  ftaiut<;s  of  this  fchool,  the  matter  of  it  mufl:  be. 

"  Nov(  thcfc  gemleflpcn  do  me  tiw  hoRour  to  think  that  I, have  intcreft 
cnoggh  in  you,  w  prevail  upon  ypu  to  write  to  Dean  Swift,  to  pcrfuade  thtf 

*  In  k  billet  writteo  by  Mr.  Pope  m  the  Mlowinf  ^tv,  thii  Tcbool  !•  fiid  to  have  been  U 
Shr^pfi'm  J  but  u  It  appeari  from  a  leiter  from  Earl  Gwer,  that  the  tiufteet  of  it  were  "  fomc 
worthy  g«nt)enien  in  Jfehnfcn'i  ndghboOrbood,"  I  conclude  that  Pope  muft  have,  by  iniftake, 
wtlttCD  ShMpfUtv -inlUad  of  SMfierdlhii*. 

.-       ;  K  a  Univerfity 
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»738-  Johnfon  received  for  this  work  49/.  7/.  in  fums  of  one,  two,  three,  and  hmi-* 
itatt  2a.  tinges  four  guineas  at  a  time>  moft  frequently  two.  And  it  is  curious  » 
obferve  the  minute  and  fcrupulous  accuracy  with  which  Johnfon  lias  pafted 
upon  it  a  flip  of  paper,  which  he  has  entitled  ^'  Small  Account^"  aadtw&ieh 
contains  one  article,  "  Sept.  9th,  Mr.  Cave  laid  down  2j.  64*"  There  is  fiib* 
joined  to  this  -account)  a  lift  of  fome  fubfcribcrs  to  the  work,  pardy  in 
Johnfon's  hand-writing,  partly  in  that  of  another  perfon ;  and  there  follows  4 
leaf  or  two  on  which  are  written  a  number  of  charaftcrs  which  have  d^ 
appearance  of  a  fliort  hand,  which,  perhaps,  Johnfon  was  then  trying  to  learn. 

To  Mr.   Cave.  .  , 

<f  Sir,  Wedncfdar. 

**  I  D I D  not  care  to  detain  your  iervant  while  I  wrote  an  anlwer  to 
your  letter,  in  which  you  feem  to  infinuate  that  I  had  promifcd  more  than  I 
am  ready  to  perform.  If  I  have  railed  your  expeftations  by  any  thiiig  that 
may  have  efcaped  my  memory,  I  am  forry  j  and  if  you  remind  me  of  it, 
Ihall  thank  you  for  the  favour.  If  I  made  fewer  alterations  than  ufual  in  the 
Debates,  it  was  only  becaufe  there  appeared,  and  ftill  appears  to  be^^  lels  need 
of  alteration.  The  verfes  to  Lady  Firebrace  •  may  be  had  when  you  pleafe,  for 
you  know  that  fuch  a  fubjedt  neither  defcrves  much  thought,  nor  requires  it. 

*'  The  Chinefe  Stories  *  may  be  had  folded  down  when  you  pleafe  to  fend> 
in  which  I  do  not  recolle<5l  that  you  defired  any  alterations  to  be  made. 

"  An  anfwer  to  another  query  I  am  very  willing  to  write,  and  had  confulted 
with  you  about  it  laft  night  if  there  had  been  time  j  for  I  think  it  the  moft 
proper  way  of  inviting  fuch  a  correipondence  as  may  be  an  advantage  to  the 
paper,  not  a  load  upon  it.  , 

"  As  to  the  Prize  Verfes,  a  backwardncfe  to  determine  their  d^gnees  of 
merit  is  not  peculiar  to  me.  You  may,  if  you  {deafe,  ftill  have  what  I  can 
lay  i  but  I  (hall  engage  with  litde  fpirit  in  an  alRir,  which  I  G^aXi' hardly  end 
to  my  o\^n  fadsfaftion,  and  certainly  not  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  parties 
concerned '. 

^^  As  to  Father  Fault  I  have  not  yet  been  jtift  td  my  propo&l,  but  have 
met  with  impediments>  which,  I  hope,  are  now  at  an  end  i  and  if  yott  find 

• 

"  *  They  aftenrards  appeared  in  the  Centletxum's  Magazine  ^Ith  this  tide,  *•  Verfts  to  Ijk&y 
Fircbnicc,  at  Bury  AffijDca." 

^  I^  HaMt'i  EMTcttptMi  of  Ckha  ^aa  liieii  pobtifkiiig  by  Mr.  Cavein  wedclyBtttnben, 
whence  Johnfon  wai  to  feleft  pieces  for  the  embeUiihment  of  the  Magazine.    N« 

*  The  premiumV  forty  pounds  propofed  for  the  beft  poem  on  the  Divine  Attributes  is  heif 

alluded  to*    N. 

the 
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Ac  pmgftfs  4i«-€afier  hot  fueh  6$  yoti  ha^e  a  right  to  expert,  yotr  can  e^y^     '73^* 
Simulate  -a  ^legligent  tra&flator.  Ifio^^ 

*^  If  any  or  all  of  thcfe  have  contributed  to  yotir  difcontent,  I  wiH  endeavour 
to  remove  it ;  and  deGre  you  to  propofe  the  queftioa  to  which  you  wUh  for 
an  anfwer.     I  am^  Sir^ 

^  Your  humble  fervant, 

^*  iSAAf.   JoHN&ONJ^ 

'^  I  A  M  pretty  much  of  your  opinion,  that  the  Commentary  cannot 
fee  profecuted  with  any  appearance  of 'fuccefs ;  for  as  the  names  of  the  authours 
concerned  are  of  fnore  wei^t  in  the  performance*  than  its  own  intrinfick 
merit,  the  publick  will  be  (bon  fatisfied  with  it.  And  I  think  the  Examen 
fliould  be  puflted  forward  with  t5ie  utmoft  expedition..  Thus,  «  Thi&  day,  &c. 
An  Examen  of  Mr*  Pope's  Eflay,.  &c.  containing  a  fuccinft  Account  of  the 
Philofophy  ofMr.  Leibnita  on  the  Syflrai  of  the  Fatalifts>  with  a  Confutation 
©f  their  Opinions,  and  an  lUuftration  of  the  Doftrine  of  Free-will/  [with 
what  elfe  you  think  proper]- 

"  It  will,  ai)ove  all^.  be  necefl&ry  to  take  notice,  that  it  is  a  thing  diftindk 
from  the  Commentary- 

««  I  was  fo  fer  from  imagining  they  flood  ftiU  %  that  I  conceived  them  to 
have  a  good  deal  beforehand,  and  therefore  was  le&  arudous  in  providing  them 
more.  But  if  ever  they  ftand  ftill  on  my  account,  it  muft  doubdeis  be 
charged  to  me ;  and  whatever  elfe  jfhall  be  reafonabk,  I  Ihafl  not  oppofe ;  but 
beg  a  flilpenfe  of  judgement  till  morning,  when  I  muft  intreat  you  to  fend; 
me  a  dozen  pFopofals>  and  you  (hall  then  have  copy  to  (pare.     I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your's,  impranfusj 

*^  Sam.  Johnson.'^* 

^^  Prayrmufter  ^  the  Propofats  if  you  can,  or  let  the  boy  recall  them: 
from  the  bookfeUers."" 

'But  although  he  correi^nded  with  Mr.  Cave  concerning  a  tranflarioir 
of  Croufaz's  Examen  of  Pope's  Eflay  on  Man,  and  gave  advice  as  oit. 
.anxious  for  its  fucceis,  I  was  \iso%  ago  conivnced  by  a  peru&l  ot  the  Profiu;e> 

\ 

^  The  coropofitors  in  Mr.  Cave's  printing-office,  who  appear  by  this  letter  to  hire  dien  waited 
far  copy,    N.. 

that 


r 
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1738.      that  this  tranflation  was  erroneoufly  afcribed  to  him*  and  I  have  found  thft 
Wtl  29.  P^i*^^  afcertained,  beyond  all  doubt,  by  the  foUowing  article  .in  Dr.  Birch*4 
Manufcripts  in  the  £uufh  Mufeum : 

*'   ELISIiE    CARTBRiB.-  S.  P.  D,    ThOMAS    BiRCH. 

*'  Verfionem  tuam  Exammis  Crctffaziam  jam  prUigu  Summam  Jiyli  et  elegant iam^ 
et  in  re  difficillimd  prqprielatem,  admiratus. 
*'  Dallam  NovemL  ay''  1738  V* 

Indeed  Mrs.  Carter  has  lately  acknowledged  to  Mr.  Seward,  that  fhe  was 
the  tranflator  of  the  Examen. 

It  is  remarkable,^  that  Johnfon's  laft  quoted  letter  to  Mr.  Cave  concludes 

with  a  Mr  confeflion  that  he  had  not  a  dinner  j  and  it  is  no  lefs  remarkable^ 

that,  though  in  this  ftate  of  want  himielf^  his  benevolent  heart  was  not  infen- 

fible  to  the  neceflfities  of  an  humble  labourer  in  literature^  as  appears  from  the 

.  very  next  letter :  "^ 

^0  Mr^  Cave* 
^'  Dear  Sir,  INo  date.-X 

'^  YOU  may  remember  I  have  formerly  talked  with  you  about  a 
Military  Diftionary.  The  eldeft  Mr.  Macbean,  who  was  with  Mr.  Chambers, 
has  very  good  nuterials  for  fuch  a  work,  which  I  have  feen,  and  will  do  it  at 
a  very  low  rate.  I  think  the  terms  of"  War  and  Navigation  might  be  com- 
prifed,  with  good  explanations,  in. one  8vo.  Pica,  Which  he  is  willing  to  do 
for  twelve  (hillings  a  fheet,  to  be  made  up  a  guinea  at  the  fecond  impnsfCon* 
If  you  think  on  it,  I  will  wait  on  you  with  him.     I  am,  Sir, 

"  Your  humble  fervant, 

**  Sam.  Johnson." 
^'  Pray  lend  me  Topfel  on  Animals.*' 

I  muft  not  omit  to  mention,  that  this  Mr.  Macbean  was  a  native  of 
Scotland. 

In  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  of  diis  year,  Johnfon  gave  a  Life  of  Father 
JPaul  i*  and  he  wrote  the  Preface  to  the  Volun)e,t  '^hich,  thou^  prefixed  to 
tc  when  bound,  is  always  publiihed  miSx  the  Appendix,  and  is  therefore  die  laft 
compoTmon  belonging  to  k.  The  ability  and  nice  adaptadon  with  which  he 
could  draw  up  a  pre&tory  addreis,  was  one  of  his  peculiar  excellencies. 

«  Krch  M95.  Brit.  MuC  4Jto. 

It 


\ 
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It  sqppears  txK)^  that  he  paid  a  friendly  attention  to  Mrs.  Elizabedi  Carter  j  1739* 
for,  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Cave  to  Dr.  Birch>  November  28,  this  year,  I  find  ]^at.  30! 
^'  Mr.  Johnfon  advifes  Mifs  C.  to  undertake  a  tranflation  of  Boetbius  de  Cms. 
becaufe  there  is  profe  and  verfe,  and  to  put  her  name  to  it  when  publilhed.'* 
This  advice  was  not  followed,  probably  from  an  apprehenfion  that  the  work 
was  not  lufficiendy  popular  for  an  extenfive  fale.  How  well  Johnfon  himfelf 
could  have  executed  a  tranflation  of  this  philofophical  poet,  we  may  judge 
frpm  a  ^cimen  which  he  has  given  in  the  Rambler  X : 

**  O  qui  fefpetud  mundum  ratiotie  gubemas, 

**  ^€rrarum  cctliquefator  ! 

^*  Disjici  terrene  nubulas  et  fondera  molts y 

'^  Atjue  iuojplendore  mica  !    Tu  namque  feremmy 

**  Tie  requies  tranqmlla  pits.     Te  cem^efnisy 

"  Principiumy  veHoTy  duxyfemtay  terminusy  idem*\ 


"  O  THOU  whole  power  o'er  moving  worlds  prefides, 
"  Whofe  voice  created,  and  whofe  wifdom  guides, 
*'  On  darkling  man  in  pure  efiulgence  fhine, 
«*  And  cheer  the  clouded  mind  with  light  divine. 
"  *Tis' thine  alone  to  calm  the  pious  breaft, 
**  With  filent  confidence  and  holy  reft ; 
"  From  diee,  gre^t  God  !  we  Ipring,  to  thee  we  tend, 
"  Path,  motive,  guide,  original,  and  end ! " 

In  1739^  bcfide  the  aififtance  which  he  gave  to  the  Parliamentary  Debates, 
his  writings  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  were,  **  The  Life  of  Boerhaave,*" 
in  which  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  he  difcovers  that  love  of  chymiftry  which 
never  forfook  him ;  "  An  Appeal  to  the  Publick  in  behalf  of  the  Editor  \X\ 
*^  An  Addrefs  to  the  Reader  if"  "  An  Epigram  both  in  Greek  and  Latin  to 
Eliza,*"  and  alfo  Englifli  verfes  to  her  ;*  and,  "  A  Greek  Epigram  to  Dr. 
Birch.*"  It  has  been  erroneoufly  fuppofcd,  that  an  ElBay  publiflied  in  that 
Magazine  this  year,  entided  "  The  Apotheofis  of  Milton,"  was  written  by 
Jirfmfon  i  and  on  that  iuppofition  it  has  been  improperly  inferted  in  the  edition 
of  his  works  by  the  bookiellers,  afi:er  Kis  deceafe.  Were  there  no  pofirive 
teftimony  as  to  this  point,  the  ftyle  of  the  performance,  and  the  name  of 
Shakfpeare  not4)eing  mentioned  in  an  Eflay  profeflediy  reviewing  the  principal 
JEnglifti  poets,  would  afcertam  it  not  to  be  the  production  of  Johnfon.     But 

X  Morto  to  No.  7.  • 

;  L  there 
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there  is  here  no  occaHon  to  relbrt  to  internal  evidence ;  for  mjr  Lord  Bifliop' 
of  Carliflfe  has  allured  me,  that  it  wus  written  by  Guthrie.  His  feparate  pub- 
lications were,  "  A  Complete  Vindication  of  the  Licenfers  of  the  Stage,  fron^ 
the  malicious^  and  fcandalous; -Alpcrfions  of  Mr.  Brooke,  Authour  of  Guftavus 
Vafa,*"  being  an  ironical  Attack  upon  them  for  their  Suppreflibn  of  that 
Tragedy ;  and,  *^  MarmorNbrfolcienfe ;  or  an  Eflay  on  an  ancient  prophetical 
Infcription  in  monkifh  Rhyme,  lately  difcoVefed  near  Lyhne  Hi  Norfolk,  by 
Probus  Britannicus.*'*  In  this  perfornniance,  he,  in  a-feigned  infcription, 
fuppofed  to  have  been  found  in  Norfolk,  the  county  of  Sir  Rx)beit  Walpole^ 
then  the  obnoxious  prime  minifter  of  this^  country,  inveighs  againft  the 
Brunfwick  fucceflion,  and  the  measures  of  government  confequent  upon  it. 
To  this  fuppofed  prophecy  he  added  a  Commentary,  making  each  eicpreffion. 
apply  to  the  times,  with  warm  AntL-Hanoverian  zeal.. 

This  anonymous  pamphlet^.  I  believe^  did  not  make  fo  much  noife  as  was 
expeftedjt   and,  therefore,   had  not  a  very  extenfive  circulation.     Sir  John 
Hawkins  relates,;  that  **'  warrants  were  iflued,  and  meflengers  employed  to 
apprehend  the  authour;  who,  thou^  he  had  fbfbbrhe  to  fubfcribe  his  name 
to  the  pamphlet,,  the  vigilance  of  thofe  in  purfuit  of  him  had  difcovered  j"^ 
and  we  are  informed,  thalt  he  ky  coricfealed  in  Lambcth-marfh  till  the  fcent 
after  him  grew  cold^    This',  however^  is  altogether  without  foundation  -,  for 
Mr..  Steele,  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Trealury,  who,  amidft  a  variety  of 
important  bufinefs,^  politely  obliged  me  with  hisr  attention  to  my  inquiry, 
informs  me,  that  "  he  diredted  every  poffible  learch  to  be  made  in  the  records, 
of  the  Treafury  and  Secretary  of  Staters  Office,-  but  could  'find  no  trace 
whatever  of  any  warrant  having  beenr  iflued  to  apprehend  the  authour  of  this, 
pamphlet." 

•*  Marmor  Norfolcienfe  **  became  exceedingly  fcarce,  fo  that  I,  for  many 
yc^rs,.  endeavoured  in  vain  to  procure  a  cppy  of  it.  At  laft  I  was  indebted 
to  the  malice  of  ont  of  Johnfon's  numerous  petty  adverfaries,  who,  in  1775,. 
publilhcd  a  new  edition  of  ir^  "with  Notes  and  a  Dedication  to  Samuel- 
Johnson,  LL.D;  by  TRiBUNtJ3 ;"  in  which  feme  puny  fcribbler  invidioufly 
V  attempted  to  found  upon  it  a  charge  of  inconfiftency  againft  its  authouf,, 

becaufe  he  had  accepted  of  a  penfion  from  his  prefent  Msgefty,  and  had 
written  in  fupportof  the  meafiires  of  government.  As  a  mortification  to  fuch. 
impotent  malice,  of  which  there  are  fo  many  inftances  towards  men  of  emi- 
nence, I  am  happy  to  relate,  that  this  telum  iinbette  did  not  reach  its  exalted, 
objeft,  till  about  a  year  after  it  thus  appeared,  when  I  mentioned  it  to  him, 
fuppofing  that  he  knew  of  the  re-publication.     To  my  furprize,  he  had  not 

yetr 
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•yet  heard  of  it.     He  requefted  me  to  go  dircftly  and  get  it  for  him,  which  I      »739- 
did.     He  looked  at  it  and  laughed,  and  feemcd  to  be  much  diverted  with  the  ^i^^ 
feeble  efforts  of  his  unknown  adverfary,  who,  I  h^e,  is  alive  to  read  this 
account.     "  Now  .(faid  he)  herefis  fomebody  who  thinks  he  has  vexed  me 
/adly  I  yet,  if  it  had  not  been  for  you,  you  rogue,  I  (hould  probably  never 
have  feen  it." 

As  Mr.  Pope's  note  concerning  Johnfon,  alluded  to  in  a  forrtier  page,  refers 
both  to  his  "  London,"  and  his  "  Marmor  Norfolcienfe,"  I  have  deferred 
inferring  it  till  now.  I  am  indebted  for  it  to  Dr.  Percy,  the  Bifliop  of 
Dromore,  who  permitted  me  to  copy  it  from  the  original  in  his  pofieflioni 
It  was  prefented  to  his  Lordlhip  by  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds,  to  whom  it  was 
^ven  by  the  fon  of  Mr.  Richardlbn  the  painter^  the  perfon  to  whom  it  is 
addrefled.  I  have  tranfcribed  it  with  minute  exaftnefs,  that  the  peculiar 
mode  of  writing,  and  iniperfeA  ipelling  of  that  celebrated  poet,  may  be 
exhibited  to  the  curious  in  Hterature»  It  juftifies  Swift's  epithet  of  ^^  papers 
(paring  Pope,"  for  it  is  written  on  a  flip  no  larger  than  a  common  meflage- 
cardf  and  was  fent  to  Mr.  Richardfon^  along  with  the  Iniitadon  of  Juvenal. 

*^  This  is  imitated  by  one  Johnfon  who  put  in  for  a  Ptiblick  School 
**  in  Shropfhire  ^,  but  was  Difappointed.  He  has  an  Infirmity  of  the 
''  convuUive  ki^d^  that  attacks  him  fometimes,  fo  as  to  make  Him  a 
"  fad  Speftacle.  Mr.  P.  from  the  Merit  of  This  Work  which  was  all 
*'  the  knowledge  he  had  of  Him  endeavour'd  to  ferve  Him  without  his 
*'  own  application  -,  &  wrote  to  my  U.  gore,  but  he  did  not  lucceed. 
**  Mr.  Johnfon  publifh'd  afterw^».  another  Poem  in  Latin  with  Notes  the 
'*  whole  very  Humerous  call'd  the  Norfolk  Prophecy*  . 

Johnfon  had  been  told  of  this  note  by  Pope;  and  Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds 
informed  him  of  the  compliment  which  it  contained,  but,  from  delicacy, 
avoided  ihewing  him  the  paper  itfdf.  When  Sir  Jofhua  obferved  to  Johnfoil 
that  he  feemed  very  defirous  to  fee  Pope's  note,  he  anfwered,  "  Who  would 
not  be  proud  to  have  fuch  a  man  as  Pope  fo  folicitous  in  inquiring  about  him  ?" 

The  infirmity  to  which  Mr.  Pope  alludes,  appeared  to  me  alfo,  as  I  have 
elfewhere  *  obferved,  to  be  of  the  convulfive  kind,  and  of  the  nature  of  that 
diftemper  called  St.  Vitus's  dance ;  and  in  this  opmion  I  am  confirmed  by  the 

♦  Sec  note,  p.  67.  5  Joomal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,  3d  edit*  pk  8. 

L  a  defcription 
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defcription  which  Sydenham  gives  of  that  difeafe,  **  This  diforder  is  a  kind 
of  convullion.  It  manifefts  itfelf  by  halting  or  unfteadinefs  of  one  of  the  legs, 
which  the  patient  draws  after  him  like  an  ideot.  If  the  hand  of  the  fame  fide 
be  applied  to  the  breaft,  or  any  other  part  of  the  body,  he  cannot  keep  it  a  . 
moment  in  the  fame  pofture,  but  it  will  be  drawn  into  a  different  one  by  a 
convulfion,  notwithftanding  all  his  efforts  to  the  contrary."  Sir  Joihxxa^ 
Reynolds,  however,  is  of  a  different  opinion,  and  has  favoured  me  with  the 
following  paper. 

"  Thofe  motions  or  tricks  of  Dr.  Johnfon  are  improperly  called  con- 
vulfions.  He  could  fit  motionlefs,  when  he  was  told  fo  to  do,  as  well  as 
any  other  man;  my  opinion  is,  that  it  proceeded  from  a  habit  he  had- 
indulged  himfelf  in,  of  accompanying  his  thoughts  with  certain  untoward 
aftions,  and  thofe  adtions  always  appeared  to  me  as  if  they  were  meant  to 
reprobate  fome  part  of  his  paft  conduft.  Whenever  he  was  not  engag^cd 
in  converlation,  fiich  thoughts  were  fure  to  rufh  into  his  mind ;  and,  for  this 
reafon„  any  company,  any  employment  whatever,  he  preferred  to  being  alone. 
Tfac  great  bufinefs  of  his  life  (he  iaid)  was  to  efcape  fi-om  himfelf;  this  difpo- 
fition  he  confidered  as  the  difeafe  of  his  mind,  which  nothing  cured  but  company. 

**'  One  inftance  of  his  abfence  and  particularity,  as  it  is  charafteriflick  of 
the  man,  may  be  worth  relating.  When  he  and  I  took  a  journey  together 
into  the  Weft,  we  vifited  the  late  Mr.  Banks,  of  Dorfetfliire ;  the  conver- 
fation  turning  upon  pidtures,  which  Johnfon  could  not  well  fee,  he  retired  to 
a  corner  of  the  room,  ftretching  out  his  right  leg  as  far  as  he  could  reach 
before  him,  then  bringing  up  his  left  leg,  and  ftretching  his  right  ftill  fiirther 
on.  The  old  gendeman  obfcrving  him,  went  up  to  him,  and  in  a  very 
courteous  manner  aflured  him,  that  though  it  was  not  a  new  houfe,  the  floor- 
ing was  perfeftly  fafe.  The  DoAor  ftarted  front  his  reverie,  like  a  perfon. 
waked  out  of  his  fleep,  but  Ipoke  not  a  word." 

While  we  are  on  this  fubjeft,  my  readers  may  not  be  diipleafed  with 
another  anecdote,  communicated  to  me  by  the  fame  friend,  from  the  relation 
of  Mr.  Hogarth. 

Johnfon  ufed  to  be  a  pretty  frequent  vifiter  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Richardfon, 
authour  of  Clariffa,  and  other  novels  of  extenfive  reputation.  Mr.  Hogarth 
came  one  day  to  fee  Richardfon,  foon  after  the  execution  of  Dr.  Cameron, 
for  having  taken  arms  for  the  houfe  of  Stuart  in  1745-6 ;  and  being  a  warm 
partifan  of  George  the  Second,  he  obferved  to  Richardfon,  that  certainly 
there  muft  have  been  fome  very  unfavourable  circumftances  lately  difcovered 
in  this  particular  cafe,  which  had  induced  the  King  to  approve  of  an  execution 

for 
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fcr  rebellion  fo  long  after  the  time  when  it  was  committed,  as  this  had  the  »74o- 
appeartoce  of  putting  a  man  to  death  in  cold  blood  %  and  was  very  unlike  ^tatTjr 
his  Majefly's  ulual  clemency.  While  he  was  talking,  he  perceived  a  perfoa 
ftanding  at  a  window  in  the  room,  fhaking  his  head,  and  rolling  himfelf  about 
in  a  Arrange  ridiculous  manner.  He  concluded  that  he  was  an  ideot,  whom 
his  relations  had  put  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Richardfon,  as  a  very  good  man,- 
To  his  great  furprize,  however,  this  figure  ftalked  forwards  to  where  he  and 
Mr.  Richardfon  were  fitting^  and  all  at  once  took  up  the  argument,,  and 
burft  out  into  an  invedtive  agaihft  George  the  Second,*  as  one,  who,  upon  aU 
occafions,  was  unrelenting  and  barbarous ;  mentioning  many  inftances,  par- 
ticularly, that  when  an  officer  of  high  rank  had  been  acquitted  by  a  CoUfl 
Martial,  George  the  Second  had,  with  his  own  hand,  ftruck  his  name  off  the 
lift.  In  fliort,  he  dilplayed  fuch  a  power  of  eloquence,  that  Hogarth  looked 
at  him  with  aftoniihment,  and  aftually  imagined  that  this  ideot  had  been  at 
the  moment  inlpired.  Neither  Hogarth  nor  Johnfon  were  made  known  to 
each  other  at  this  interview. 

In  1740  he  wrote  for  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  the  *^  Preface,f "  "  Iiife- 
of  Admiral  Drake,*"  and  the  firft  parts  of  thofe  of  "  Sir  Francis  Blake,*"  and 
of  ^'  Philip  Baretier,*"  both  which  he  finifhed  the  year  after.  He  alfo  wrote 
an  "  Effay  on  Epitaphs,f "  and  an  "  Epitaph  on^  Philips,    a  Mufician,*'^  ' 

which  was-  afterwards  publiflied  with  fbme  other  pieces  of  his,  in  Mrs; 
Williams's  Mifcellanies.  This  Epitaph  is  fo  cxquifitely  beautiful,  that  I 
remember  even  Lord  Karnes,  ftrangely  prejudiced  as  he  was  againft  Dr; 
Johnfon,  was  compelled  to  allow  it  very  high  praife.  It  has  been  afcribed  to 
Mr.  Garrick,  from  its  appearing  at  firff  with  the  fignature  G  i  but  I  have 
heard  Mr.  Garrick  declare,  that  it  was  written  by  Dr.  Johnfon,  and  give  the 
following  account  of  the  manner  in  which  it  was  compofed.  Johnfon  and  he 
were  fitting  together  5  when,  amongft  other  things,  Garrick  repeated  an  Epitaph- 
tipon  this  Philips  by  a  Dr.  Wilkes^,  in  thefe  words : 


\ 
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•  Impartial  poftevity  may,  perhaps,  be  as  little  inclined  as  Dn  Jofinfbn  was  to  joftify  the  uncom«  < 

mon  rigonr  exercifed  in  the  cafe  of  Dr.  Archibald  Cameron.    He  was  an  amiable  and  truly  honeft 

man ;  and  his  offence  was  owing  to  a  generous,  though  miftaken  principle  of  duty.   Being  obliged,  i 

after  1746,  to  give  up  his  profeffion  as  a  phyfician,  and  go  into  foreign  parts,  he  was  honoured  t 

with  the  rank  of  Colonel,  both  in  the  French  and  Spaniih  fcrvice.     He  was  a  fon  of  the  ancient'  ^ 

and  itfpeAable  family  of  Cameron,  of  Lochid;   and  his  brother,  who  was  the  Chief' of  that  ' 

brave  clan,  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  moderation  and  humanity,  whil«  the  Highland  army 
BUirched  viftorious  through  Scotland.  •  It  is  remarkable  of  this  Chief,  that  though  he  had  earneftly 
femonftrated  againft  the  attempt  as  hopelefs,  he  was  of  too  heroick  a  fpirit  not  to  venture  his  life 
aod  foitiue  in  the  caiife,  when  perfonally  alkcd  by  him  whom  he  thought  his  Prince. 

''  Exalted 
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*'  Exalted  foul !  whofe  harmony  could  pleafe 
*'  The  love-fick  virgin,  and  the  gouty  eafe  j 
*'  Could  jarring  difcord,  like  Amphion,  move 
^'  To  beauteous  order  and  harmomous  love ; 
<'  Reft  here  in  peace,  till  angels  bid  thee  rile, 
"  And  meet  thy  bleffed  Saviour  in  the  flcies/' 

Johnfon  fliook  his  head  at  thcfe  common-place  funereal  lines,  and  faid  to 
Garrick,  "  1  think,  Davy,  1  can  make  a  better/'  Then,  ftirring  about  his 
tea  for  a  little  while,  in  a  ftate  of  meditation,  he  almoft  extempore  produced 
the  following  verfes : 


^^  Phillips,  whofe  touch  harmonious  could  remove 
"  The  pangs  of  guilty  power  or  haplefs  love  i 
"  Reft  here,  diftrels'd  by  poverty  no  more, 
**  Here  find  that  calm  thou  gav'ft  fo  oft  before ; 
*^  Sleep,  undifturb'd,  within  this  peaceful  ferine, 
^'  Till  angels  wake  thee  with  a  note  like  thine  J'* 


At  the  fame  time  that  Mr.  Garrick  favoured*  me  with  this  anecdote,  he 
repeated  a  very  pointed  Epigram  by  Johnfon,  on  George  the  Second  and 
CoUey  Gibber,  which  has  never  yet  appeared,  and  of  which  I  know  not  the 
exaft  date.     Dr.  Johnfon  afterwards  gave  it  to  me  himfelf. 

**  Auguftus  ftiU  furvivcs  in  Maro's  ftrain, 
'^  And  Spencer's  verfe  prolongs  Eliza's  reign  i 
**  Great  George's  afts  let  tunefiil  Gibber  fing ; 
"  For  Nature  form'd  the  Poet  for  the  King.'* 


In  1741  he  wrote  for  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  **  the  Preface,f "  "  Conclu- 
Con  of  his  Lives  of  Drake  and  Baretier,*"  *'  A  free  Tranflation  of  the  Jefts  of 
Hierocles,  with  an  Introduftion jf "  and,  I  think,  the  followii^  pieces: 
«*  Debate  on  the  Propofal  of  Parliament  to  Cromwell,  to  aflume  the  Title  o^ 
KJng,  abridged,  methodifed,  and  digefted  if"  "  Tranflation  of  Abbe  Guyon's 
Diflcrtation  on  the  Amazons  ;f "  ^*  Tranflation  of  Fontenellc's  Panegyrick  on 
Dr.  Morin.f "  Two  notes  upon  this  appear  to  me  undoubtedly  his.  He 
this  year,  and  the  two  following,  wrote  the  Parliamentary  Debates.  He  told 
me  himfelf,  that  he  was  the  fole  compoier  of  them  for  thofe  three  years  only« 

3  He 


N 


THE     LIFE    OF     DR.    JOHNSOl^.  79 

« 

Hfe  was  not,  however,  precifely  exaft  in  his  ftatement,  which  he  ilientioned      i74'- 
ftom  hafly  recoUeftion  j  for  it  is  fufficiently  evident,  thit  his  compofition  of  ]^tat.  32! 
them  began  November  19,  1740,  and  ended  February  23,  1742-3. 

It  appears  from  feme  of  Cave's^letters  to  Dr;  Birth,  that  Cave  had  better 
aliiftance  for  that  branch  of  his  Magazine,  than  has  been  generally  fuppofed; 
arid  that  he  was  indefatigable  in  getting  it  made  as  perfect  as  hie  coiild.. 

Thus,  2ift  July,  1735,  *^^  trouble  you  with  the  irlclofed,  becaufe  you^ 
laid  you  could  eafily  correft  what  is  herein  given  for  Lord  C-~— Id's  Ipeech. 
I  beg  you  will  do  fo  as  ibon.  as  you  can  for  me,  becaufe  the  nrtonth  is  far 
advanced." 

And,  15th  July,  1737.  "As  you*  remember  the  Debates  fb  far  as  to' fier- 
cdive  the  (peeches  already  printed  are  not  exaft,  I  beg  the  favour  that  you  will 
perufe  the  inclofed,  and,  in  the  beft  manner  your  memory  will  ferve,  correft 
the  miffaken  paflkgcs,  or  add  any  thing  that  is  omitted.  I  fliould  be  very  '^ 
glad  to  have  Ibmething  of  the  Duke  of  N— — le's  fpeech,.  which  would  be 
particularly  of  fervice. 

"  A  gentleman  has  Lord' Bathurft's  fpeech  to  add  fomething  to." 

And,  July'3y  i744>  "  You  wiH  fee  what  ftupid,  low,  abominable  ftufF  is 
put  ^  upon  your  noble  and  learned  friend's' charafter,  fuch  as  I  fhould  quite 
rejeft,  and  endeavour  to  do  fomething  better  towards  doing  juftice  to  the 
charaftdi*.  But  as  I  ^cannot  expeft  to  attain  my  defires  in  that  reJpeft,  it 
would  be  a  great  fatisfaftion  to  me,  as  well  as  an  honour  to  our  work,  to 
have  the  favbur  of  the  genuine  ipeech^K  It  is  a  method  that  feveral  have  been 
pleafed  to  take,  as  I  could  fhew^  but  I  think  myfelf  under  a  reftraint.  I  fhall 
fay  fo  far,  that  1  have  had  fome  by  a  third  hand,  which  I  underftood  well 
chough  to  come  from  the  firfti  others  by  penny-poft,  and  others  by  the- 
ipeakere'  themfelves,  who  have  been  pleafed  to  vifit  St.  John's  Gate,  and  Ihew 
particular  maiks  of  their  being  pleafed  ^" 

There  is  no  reafon,  I  believe,  to  doubt  the  veracity  of  Cave.  It  i?,  how- 
ever, remarkc.ble,  that  none  of  thefe  letters  are  in  the  years  during  which 
Johnfon  alone  furnilhed  the  Debates,  and  one  of  them  is  in  the  very  year  after 
he  ceafed  from  that  labour.  Johnfon  told  me,  that  as  foon  as  he  found  tliat 
the  fpeeches  were  thought  genuine,,  he  determined  that  he  would  write  no 
more  of  them,  for  "  he  would  not  be  acceflary  to  the  propagation  of  falfhood.** 
And  fuch  Wasf  the  tendemefs  of  his  confcience,   that  a  Ihort  time  before  his. 
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^  I  fiiji^pbfe  in  another  compilation  cff  the  fame  kind. 
•  Birch's  MSS.  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  4302. 


•  Doubtlefs^  Loid  Hardwick. 
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death  he  exprefled  a  regret  for  his  having  been  the  authour  of  fidions,  .which 
had  pafled  for  realities. 

He  neverthelefs  agreed  with  me  in  thinking,  that  the  Debates  which  he  had 
framed  were  to  be  valued  as  Oradons  upon  queitions  of  publick  importance^ 
They  have  accordingly  been  coUefted  in  volumes,  properly  arranged,  and 
recommended  to  the  notice  of  parliamentary  Ipeakers  by  a  Preface,  written 
by  no  inferiour  hand '.  I  muft,  however,  obferve,  that  although  there  is  in 
diofe  Pebates  a  wonderful  ftore  of  political  information,  and  very  powerflil 
eloquence,  •  I  cannot  agree  that  they  exhibit  the  manner  of  each  particular 
Ipeaker,  as  Sir  John  Hawkins  feems  to  think.  But,  indeed,  what  opinion 
can  we  have  o^  his  judgement,  and  tafte  in  publick  Ipeaking,  who  prefumes 
to  give,  as  the  charafterifticks  of  two  celebrated  orators,  "  the  deep-mouthed 
rancour  of  Pulteney,  and  the  yelping  pertinacity  of  Pitt*." 

This  year  I  find  that  his  tragedy  of  Irene  had  been  for  fomc  'time  ready 
for  the  ftage,  and  that  his  neceffities  made  him  delirous  of  getting  as  much  as 
iie  could  for  it,  without  delay  i  for  there  is  the  following  letter  from  Mr.  Cave 
to  Dr.  Birch,  in  the  fame  volume  of 'manufcripts  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum  from 
l^hence  I  copied  thofe  above  quoted.  They  were  moft  obligingly  pointed  out  to 
me  by  Sir  William  Mulgrave,  one  of  the  Curators  of  that  noble  repofitory. 

'«  Sept.  9,  1 741. 

**  I  HAVE  put  Mr.  Johnfon's  play  into  Mr.  Gray's^  hands,  in  order 
to  fell  it  to  him,  if  he  is  inclined  to  buy  it ;  but  I  doubt  whether  he  will  or 
not.  He  would  diipofc  of  the  copy,  and  whatever  advantage  may  be  made  by 
a6ting  it.  Would  your  fociety  %  or  any  gentleman  or  body  of  men  that  you 
know,  take  fuch  a  bargain  ?  He  and  I  are  very  unfit  to  deal  with  theatrical 
perfons.  Fleetwood  was  to  have  aded  it  laft  feafon,  but  Johnfon's  diffi- 
dence or  ^  prevented  it." 

I  have  already  mentioned  that  "  Irene"  was  not  brought  into  publick  notice 
dll  Garrick  was  manager  of  Drury-lane  theatre. 

■  I  am  well  affured,  that  the  editor  is  Mr.  George  Chalmers,  whofc  commercial  works  arc  well 
Imown  and  efteemed. 

*  Hawkins's  life  of  JcAnfon,  p.  100*  «  A  bookfeller  of  London. 

♦  It  is  flrange,  that  a  printer  who  knew  fo  much  as  Cavc»  Ihould  conceive  fo  ludkroas  a  fancy 
as  that  the  Royal  Society  would  purchafe  a  Play. 

5  There  U  no  crafure  here,  but  a  mere  blank  j  to  fill  up  which  may  be  an  cxercife  for  ingcniout 
^conje^ure. 

ia 
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In  1742  he  wrote  for  the  Gcndeman's  Magazine  the  '*  Preface,f "  the      »742- 
**  Parliamentary  Debates,*"    "  Effay  on  the  Account  of  the  Conduft  of  the  ^^tatVaj! 
Duchefs  of  Marlborough,**'  then  the  popular  topick  of  converfation.     This 
Eflay  is  a  fhort  but  mafterly  performance.     We  find  him,   in  No.  13  of  his 
Rambler,  cenfuring  a  profligate  fentiment  in  that  **  Account ;"    and  again 
infilling  upon  it  ftrenuoufly  in  converfation  *.     "  An  Account  of  the  Life  of 
Peter  Burman,*'*  I  believe  chiefly  taken  from  a  foreign  publication ;    as, 
indeed,  he  could  not  himfelf  know  much  about  Burman  j  "  Additions  to  his 
Life  of  Baretieri*"    "  The  Life  of  Sydenham,*"  afterwards  prefixed  to  Dr. 
Swan's  edition  of  his  w;orks ;   "  Propofals  for  printing  Bibliotheca  Harleiana, 
or  a  Catalogue  of  the  Library  of  the  Earl,  of  Oxford.*"     His  account  of  that 
celebrated   coUeftion   of  books,    in  which   he   difplays  the  importance  to 
literature,  of  what  the  French  call  a  catalogue  raijonnee^  when  the  fubjefts  of 
it  are  extenfive  and  various,  and  it  is  executed  with  ability,  cannot  fail  to 
imprefs  all  his  readers  with  admiration  of  his  philological  attainments.     It  was 
afterwards  prefixed  to  the  firit  volume  of  the  Catalogue,  in  which  the  Latin 
accounts  of  books  were  written  by  him.     He  was  employed  in  this  bufinefs 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Ofborne   the   bookfeller,    who  purchafed  the  library  for 
1 3,000/.  a  fum j  which  Mr.  Oldys  fays,  in  one  of  his  manufcripts,  was  not 
more  than  the  binding  of  the  books  had  coil  \  yet,  as  Dr.  Johnfon  aflured  me, 
the  flownefs  of  the  fale  was  fuch,  that  there  was  not  much  gained  by  it.     It 
has  been  confidendy  related,  with  many  embellilhments,  that  Johnfon  one  day 
knocked  Ofborne  down  in  his  /hop,  with  a  folio,  and  put  his  foot  upon  his 
neck.     The  fimple  truth  I  had  from  Johnfon  himlelf.     ''  Sir,  he  was  imper- 
tinent to  me,  and  I  beat  him.     But  it  was  not  in  his  (hop :  it  was  in  my 
own  chamber." 

A  very  diligent  obferver  may  trace  him  where  we  fhould  ixot  eafily  fup- 
pofe  him  to  be  found.  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  wrote  the  little  abridgement 
entitled  "  Foreign  Hiftory,"  in  the  Magazine  for  December.  To  prove  it,  I 
fhall  quote  the  introduftion.  *'  As  this  is  that  feafon  of  the  year  in  which 
Nature  may  be  faid  to  command  a  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities,  and  which  feems 
intended,  by  putting  a  fhort  ftop  to  violence  and  flaughter,  to  afford  time  for 
malice  to  relent,  and  animofity  to  fubfide ;  we  can  fcarce  expeft  any  other 
accounts  than  of  plans,  negociations  and  treaties,  of  propofals  for  peace,  and 
preparations  for  war."  As  alfo  this  paflage :  "  Let  thofe  who  delpife  the 
capacity  of  the  Swifs,  tell  us  by  what  wonderful  policy,  or  by  what  happy 

?  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides^  3d  edit.  p.  167. 

M  conciliatioa 
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conciliation  of  intcrefts,  it  is  brought  to  pafs,  that  in  a  body  made  up  of 
diflFerent  communities  and  different  religions,  there  fhould  be  no  civil  com- 
motions,  though  the  people  are  fo  warlike^  that  to  nominate  and  raife  an  army 
is  the  fame." 

I  am  obliged  to  Mr.  Aftle  for  his  ready  permiflion  to  copy  the  two  follow- 
ing letters,  of  which  the  originals  are  in  his  pofleflion.  Their  contents  fliew 
that  they  were  written  about  this  time,  and  that  Johnfon  was  now  engaged  in 
preparing  an  hiftorical  account  of  the  Britilh  Parlianlent* 

31?  Mr.   Cave. 
«  S I R,  [^<f  ^^'^-I 

**  I  BELIEVE  I  am  going  to  write  a  long  letter,  and  have  therefore 
taken  a  whole  flieet  of  paper.  The  firft  thing  to  be  written  about  is  our 
hiftorical  defign. 

"  You  mentioned  the  propofal  of  printing  in  numbers,  as  an  alteration  in 
the  fcheme,  but  I  believe  you  miftook,  fome  way  or  other,  my  meaning ;  I 
had  no  other  view  than  that  you  might  rather  print  too  many  of  five  iheets^ 
than  of  five  and  thirty. 

"  With  regard  to  what  I  ihall  fay  on  the  manner  of  proceecfing,  I  would 
have  it  underftood  as  wholly  indiflferent  to  me,  and  my  opinion  only^  not  my 
refolution.     Emptorisfit  eltgere. 

"  I  think  the  infertion  of  the  exadt  dates  of  the  moft  important  events  in 
the  margin^  or  of  fo  many  events  as  may  enable  the  reader  to  regulate  the 
order  of  fa6b  with  fufficient  exaftnefs,  the  proper  medium  between  a  journal 
which  has  regard  only  to  time,  and  a  hiftory  which  ranges  fadts  according  to 
their  dependence  on  each  other,  and  poftpones  or  anticipates  according  to  the 
convenience  of  narration.  I  think  the  work  ought  to  partake  of  the  Ipirit  of 
hiftory,  which  is  contrary  to  niinute  exadtnefs,  and  of  the  regularity  of  a 
journalj,  which  is  inconfiflent  with  Ipirit^  For  this  rcafon,  I  neither  admit 
cumbers  or  dates,  nor  rejedb  them.. 

"  I  am  rfyour  opinioa  with  regard  to  placing  moft  <rf"  the  refolutions,  &c. 
in  the  margin,,  and  dunk  we  ihall  give  the  moft  complete  account  of  par- 
liamentary proceedings  that  can  be  contrived.  The  naked  papers,  without 
an  hiftorical  treatife  interwoven,  require  fon?ie  other  book  to  make  them  un- 
derftood. I  will  date  the  fucceeding  fadbs  with  fome  exaftnefs,  but  I  think  in 
the  margin.  You  told  me  on  Saturday  that  I  had  received  money  on  this 
work,  and  found  let  down  13/.  2j.  6d.  reckoning  the  half  guinea  of  laft 
Saturday.  As  you  hinted  to  me  that  you  had  many  calls  for  money,  I  would 
pcds  you  too  hard,  aqd  therefore  ihall  defire  only,  as  I  fend  it  in,  two 

4  guineas 
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guineas  for  a  flicet  of  copy,  the  reft  you  may  pay  me  when  it  may  be  more      »74*- 
convenient  j  and  even  by  this  Iheet-payment  I  ihall,  for  fome  ume,  be  very  ^Etat.  33, 
€xpenfive. 

"  The  Life  of  Savage  I  am  ready  to  go  upon ;  and  in  Great  Primer,  and 
Pica  notes,  I  reckon  on  fending  in  hatf  a  Iheet  a  day  j  but  the  money  for 
that  (hall  likewife  lye  by  in  your  hands  till  it  is  done.  With  the  debates,  fhaU 
I  not  have  bufinefs  enough  ?  if  I  had  but  good  pens. 

"  Towards  Mr.  Savage's  Life  what  more  have  yoii  got  ?  I  would  willingly 
have  his  trial,  &c.  and  know  whether  his  defence  be  at  Briftol  1  and  would 
have  his  colle£tion  of  poenw,  on  account  of  the  preface— The  Plain  Dealers-r- 
ail the  magazines  that  have  any  thing  of  his,  or  relating  to  him. 

"  I  thought  my  letter  would  be  long,    but  it  is  noy  ended;   and  I 

am,  Sir^ 

"  Your's,  &c. 

**  Sam.  Johnson." 

"  The  boy  found  me  writing  this  almoft  in  the  dark,  when  I  could  not 
quite  eafily  read  yours. 

^'  I  have  read  the  Italian — ^nothing  in  it  is  well. 

"  I  had  no  notion  of  having  any  thing  for  the  Infcription.  I  hope  you 
don't  think  I  kept  it  it  to  extort  a  price.  I  could  think  of  nothing,  till  to 
day.  If  you  could  ipare  me  another  guinea  for  the  hiftory,  I  fliould  take  it 
very  kindly,  to  night ;  but  if  you  do  not,  I  fliall  not  think  it  an  injury.  ■ 
I  am  almoft  well  again." 

73?  il4r,   Cav£. 

''  Sir, 

"YOU  did  not  tell  me  your  determination  about  the  Soldier's  LeUer"^, 
wlych  I  am  confident  was  never  printed.  I  think  it  will  not  do  by  itfelfi 
or  in  any  other  place,  fo  well  as  the  Mag.  Extraordinary.  If  you  will  have 
it  at  all,  I  believe  you  do  not  think  I  fet  it  high,  and  I  ^will  be  glad  if  what 
you  give,  you  will  give  quickly. 

*^  You  need  npt  be  in  care  about  fomething  to  print,  for  I  have  got  the 

State  Trials,  and  fliall  extraft  Layer,  Atterbury,  and  Macclesfield  from  them, 

and  fliall  bring  them  to  you  in  a  fortnight ;  after  which  I  will  try  to  get  the 

South  Sea  Report" 

\^No  datey  nor  JignatureJ\ 

;|:  1  have  not  difeoveied  what  this  was. 

M  2  I  would 
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17+3-  I  would  alfo  afcribe  to  him  an  "  Eflay  on  the  Defcription  of  China,  from 

'^xzu\±.  ^^  French  of  Du  Halde.f " 

His  writings  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  in  1743,  are,  the  Preface,f 
the  Parliamentary  Debatesyf  ^  Confiderations  on  the  Difp\ite  between 
Croufaz  and  Warburton,  on  Pope's  Effay  on  Man^f"  in  which,  while  he 
defends  Croufaz,  he  fhews  an  admirable  metaphyfical  acutenefs  and  temperance 
in  controverfy ;  "  Ad  Lauram  parituram  Epigramma^  j*'*  and,  "  A  Latin 
Tranflation  of  Pope's  Verfes  on  his  Grotto  ;*"  and,  as  he  could  employ  his 
pen  with  equal  fucceis  upon  a  fmall  matter  as  a  great,  I  fuppofe  him  to  be 
the  authour  of  an  adverdfemcnt  for  Oft>orn,  concerning  the  great  Harleian 
Catalogue. 

But  I  ihould  think  myfelf  much  wanting,  both  to  my  illuftrious  friend  and 
my  readers,  did  I  not  introduce  here,  with  more  than  ordinary'  relpedt,  an 
exquifitely  beautiful  Ode,  which  has  not  been  inferted  in  any  of  the  coUeftions 
of  Johnfon's  poetry,  written  by  him  at  a  very  early  period,  as  Mr.  Hcdor 
informs  me,  and  inferted  in  the  Gendeman's  Magazine  of  this  year. 

Friendship,,  an  Ode.* 

Friendship,  peculiar  boon  of  heaven,. 

The  noble  mind's  delight  and  pride> 
To  men  and  angels  only  given. 

To  all  the  lower  world  deny'd. 

While  love,  unknown  among  the  bleft. 

Parent  of  thoufand  wild  defires, 
The  lavage  and  the  human  bread 

Torments  alike  with  raging  fires.. 

With  bright,  but  oft  deftrudbive,  gleam. 

Alike  o'er  all  his  lightnings  fly  j 
Thy  lambent  glories  only  beam 

Around  the  fav'rites  of  the  Iky. 

'  Angliacas  inter  pulcberrima  Laura  fuellas. 

Max  uteri  paudus  depojitura  gneve^ 
AJfit,  Laura t  tihifacilis  Lucina  dolenti^ 

Neve  iihi  noceat  pr^tnituijfe  Dete. 

Mr.  HeAor  was  prefent  when  this  Epigram  was  made  impromptu.  The  firft  line  was  propofed 
by  Dr.  James,  and  Johnfon  was  called  upon  by  the  company  to  finiih  it,  which  he  inftantly  did. 

Thy 
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Thy  gentle  flows  of  guiklefs  joys 

On  fools  and  viUains  ne'er  defccnd  j 
In  vain  for  diee  die  tyrant  fighs. 

And  hugs  a  flatterer  for  a  friend. 

Direftrefs  of  the  brave  and  juft, 

O  guide  us  through  life's  darkfome  way ! 
And  let  the  tortures  of  miftruft 

On  fclfifh  bofoms  only  prey. 

Nor  (hall  thine  ardours  ceafe  to  glow. 

When  fouls  to  blifsfol  climes  remove : 
What  rais'd  our  virtue  here  below. 

Shall  aid  our  happinefs  above. 

Johnfon  had  now  an  opportunity  of  obliging  his  fchoolfcllow  Dr.  James, 
of  whom  he  once  obferved,  "  no  man  brings  more  mind  to  his  profeflion." 
James  publiihed  this  year  his  "  Medicinal  Di&ionary,"  in  three  volumes 
folio.  Johnfon,  as  I  underftood  from  him,  had  written,  or  aflifted  in  writing, 
the  propofals  for  this  work  5  and  being  very  fond  of  the  ftudy  of  phylick,  in 
which  James  was  his  matter,  he  furnifhed  fome  of  the  articles.  He, 
however,  certainly  wrote  for  it  the  Dedication  to  Dr.  Mead,f  which  is  con- 
ceived with  great  addrefi,  to  conciliate  the  patronage  of  that  very  eminent 

man*. 

It  has  been  circulated,  I  know  not  with  what  authenticity,  that  Johnfon 
confidered  Dr.  Birch  as  a  dull  writer,  and  faid  of  him,  "  Tom  Birch  is  as  briflc 
as  a  bee  in  converfation ;  but  no  fooner  does  he  take  a  pen  in  his  hand,  than 

■  To  Dr.  Mead. 
"Sir, 

**  THAT  the  Medicinal  DiBionaty  is  dedicated  to  you,  is  to  be  imputed  only  to  your 
reputation  for  fuperiour  ikill  in  thofe  fciences  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  explain  and  facilitate  : 
and  yon  are«  therefore,  to  confider  this  addrefs,  if  it  be  agreeable  to  you,  as  one  of  the  rewards  V^ 

of  merit ;  and,  if  otherwife,  as  one  of  the  inconveniencies  of  e^nence.  'J 

*'  However  you  (hall  receive  it,  my  defign  cannot  be  difappointed ;  becaufe  this  publick  appeal  > 

to  your  judgement  will  (hew  that  I  do  not  found  my  hopes  of  approbation  upon  the  ignorance  of  ^ 

my  readen,  and  that  I  fear  his  cenfuie  leaft,  whofe  knowledge  is  moft  extenfive. 

«*  lam.  Sir, 

y  Your  moft  obedient  humble  fcrvant, 

«<   R,  J  A  M  £  S.**^ 

it 


^ 
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i743r      it  becomes  a  torpedo  to  him,  and  benumbs  all  his  faculties."     That  the 

^I^QfTT  literature  of  this  country  is  much  indebted  to  Birch's  aftivitjr  and  diligence, 

muft  certainly  be  acknowledged.     We  have  feen  that  Johnion  honoured  him 

with  a  Greek  Epigram  ;    and  his:  corre^ondence  with  him,  during  many 

years,  proves  that  he  had  no  mean  opinion  of  him. 

7(7  Dr.   Birch. 

<c  Sir,  Thurfday,  Sept.  29,  1745. 

"  I  HOPE  you  will  excufe  me  for  troubling  you  on  an  occaflon  on  which 
I  know  not  whom  elfe  I  can  apply  to  ^  I  am  at  a  toft  for  the  Lives  and 
Charaders  of  Earl  Stanhope,  the  two  Craggs,  and  the  Minifler  Sunderland ; 
and  beg  that  you  will  inform  [me]  where  I  may  find  them,  and  fend  any 
pamphlets,  &:c.  relating  to  them  Co  Mr.  Cave,  to  be  peruied  for  a  few  days 
i)y.  Sir, 

^*  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

**  Sam.  Johkson." 

His  circumftances  were  at  this  time  much  embarrafled  ,•  yet  his  affeAion 
for  his  mother  was  fo  warm,  and  fo  liberal,  that  he  took  upon  himfelf  a  debt 
of  hers,  which,  though  fmall  in  itfelf,  was  then  cohfiderable  to  him.  This 
appears  from  the  following  letter  which  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Levett,  of  Lichfield, 
the  original  of  which  lies  now  before  me. 

To  Mr.  Levett,  in  Ijclfield, 

«  Sir,  December  r,  1743^. 

*'  I  A  M  extremely  forry  that  we  have  encroached  fo  much  upon  your 

forbearance  with  relpeft  to  the  intereft,  which  a  great  perplexity  of  a^rs 

\  hindered  me  from  thinking  of  with  that,  attention  that  I  ought,  and  which  I 

am  not  immediately  able  to  remit  to  you,  but  will  pay  it  (I  think  twelve 
pounds^)  in  two  months.  I  look  upon  this,  and  on  the  future  intereft  of  that 
mortgage,  as  my  own  debt  j  and  beg  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to  give  me 
directions  how  to  pay  it,  and  not  mention  it  to  my  dear  mother.  If  it  be 
necefiary  to  pay  this  in  lefs  time,  I  believe  I  can  doit;  but  I  take  two 
months  for  certainty,  and  beg  an  anfwer  whether  you  can  allow  me  fo  much 
time.  I  think  ntiyielf  very  nouch  obliged'* to  your  forbearance,  and  fhall 
xftecm  it  a  great  happinefs  to  be  able  to  ferve  you.  I  have  great  opportu- 
nities 
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iiitKs  of  ^i^rfmg  2cnj  Aiftg  that  you  may  tiWnk  it  pK)pcr  to  make  publick,      1744- 
I  mil  give  a  note  for  the  mdney,  payable  at  the  time  mentioned,  to  any  one  jg^at.  35! 
here  chat  you  (hall  appoii^.     I  am,  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  obedient 

**  And  moft  humble  fervarit, 

**  Sam.  Johnsok, 

"  At  Mr.  0(bomc*s,  bookfcUcr,  in  Gray*s  Inn." 


It  does  not  appear  that  he  wroiie  any  thing  in  1744  for  the  Gentleman's 
Magazine^  but  the  Prefaccf  His  life  of  Baretier  was  now  re-publifhed  in  a 
pamphlet  by  itfelf.  But  he  produced  one  work  this  year^  folly  fufficient  to 
tnaintaiii  the  high  reputation  which  he  had  acquired.  This  was  ^^  The  Life 
OF  RicHAKD.Si^VAOBi*"  a  man^  of  whom  it  is  difficult  to  Ipeak  impartially^ 
widiout,  wondering  that  he  was  for  fome  time  the  intimate  companion  o£ 
Johnfon ;  for  his  character  was  marked  by  profligacy,  infolence,  and  ingra*- 
titude  9 :  yet,  as  he  undoubtedly  had  ^  warm  and  vigorous,  diough  unregulated 
mind,  had  feen  Hfe  in  all  its  varieties^  and  been  much  in  the  connpany  of  the 
ftatefmen  and  wits  of  his  time,  he  could  communicate  to  Johntsm  an  abun- 
dant fupply  of  fuch  materials  as  his  philofbphical  curiofity  tn(A  eagerly  defireds 
and  as  Savage's  misfortunes  and  mi£:ondu6);  I^  reduced  him  to  the^loweft  (tats 
of  wretchednefs  as  a  writer  for  bread,  his  vifits  to  St.  John's  Gate  naturally 
brought  Johnfon  and  him  together  \ 

It 

'  As  a  fpcciinen  of  hk  tea^r,  linfert  iheMiorwiiig  ktterffom  him  to  a  noble  Loid,  to  whom^ 
he  was  under  great  obligations^  bat  who,  on  account  of  his  bad  condo^,  was  obliged  to  dtlcaid 
hill!.    The  original  is  in  the  hands  of  one  of  his  Majedy's  Counfel  learned  in  the  Law : 

**  Right  HoaouraUe  Baim,  and  Booby, 

*<  I  riND  you  want  (as  Mr.    ■  is  {deaftd  to  hint,)  to  fwcar  away  oty  Me,  that  is, 

the  life  of  your  creditor,  becauft  he  aiks  you  for  a  debt.— The  publick  (hall  foon  be  acquainted 
-ivith  this,  to  judge  whether  70a  are  aot  fitter  to  b(  an  Iriih  Evidence,  th^  80  be  an  Irilh  Peer.— » 
I  defy  and  defpiie  you.    I  am> 

"  Your  determined  adverfary, 

••  R.  S*** 

'  Sir  John  Hawkins  gives  ibe  wotid  to  iredftftand,  that  Johnjbn  "  bdng  an  admirer  of  gented 
nanaers,  was  captivaled  by  the  addreis  and  demeanoar  of  Savage,  who,  as  to  his  exterior,  was,  to  a 
lemarkable  degree,  accoropliflied.  "---Hawkins's  life,  p.  52.  But  Sir  John's  notions  of  gentility  muft 
appear  fomewhat  ludicrous,  from  Ms  ftatiog  the  following  eirCCHnibmce  as  prefumptive  evidence 
that  Savage  was  a  good  fwordfman :  ««  That  he  underftood  the  exercife  of  a  gentleman's  weapon, 
may  be  inferred  from  the  ufe  made  of"  it  in  that  rafti  encounter  which  is  related  in  his  life."  The 
dexterity  here  alluded  to  was,  that  Savage,  in  a  nodtumal  fit  of  drunkeaneis,  dabbed  a  man  at  a 

coffee- 
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It  is  melanchdy  to  refl^ft,  that  Johnfon  ahd  Savage  were  fometimes  in 
fuch  extreme  indigence,  that  they  could  not  pay  for  a  lodging  j  fo  that  they 
have  wandered  together  whole  ni^ts  in  the  ftreets.  Yet  in  thcfe  almoft 
incredible  fcenes  of  diftrefs,  we  may  fuppofe  that  Savage  mentioned  many  of 
the  anecdotes  with  which  Jolinfon  afterwards  enriched  the  life  of  his  unhappy 
companion,  and  thofe  of  other  Poets. 

He  mentioned  to  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  that  one  night  in  particular,  when 
Savage  and  he  walked  round  St.  James's-fquare  for  want  of  a  lodging,  they 
were  not  at  all  depfeiTed  hy  their  fituation,  but  in  high  ipirits  and  brimful  of 
patriotifm,  traverfed  the  fquare  for  feyeral  hours,  .inveighed  againft  the 
minifter,  and  "  refolved  they  yfould  ftand  by  their  country.''. 

I  am  afraid,  however,  that  by  aflbciating  with  Savage,  who  was  habituated 
to  the  diffipation  and  licentioufnefe  of  the  Town,  Johnfon,  though  his  good 
principles  remained  fteady,  did  not  entirely  preferve  that  conduft,  for  which^ 
in  days  of  greater  fimplicity,  he  wafe  remarked  by  his  friend  Mr.  Hedtori 
but  was  imperceptibly  led  into  fome  indulgences  which  occafioned  much 
diftrefs  to  his  virtuous  mind. 

That  Johnfon  i^as  anxious  that  an  authentick  and  favourable  account  of  his 
extraordinary  friend  fliould  firft  get  pofleflion  of  the  publick  attention,  is 
evident  from  a  letter  which  he  wrote  in  the  Gentleman's  Maga2ine  for 
Auguft  of  the  year  preceding  its  publication. 

*'  Mr.  Urban, 

"AS  your  collections  fhow  how  often  you  have  owed  the  ornaments 
of  your  poetical  pages  to  the  correfpondence  of  the  unfortunate  and  inge- 
nious Mr.  Savage,  I  doubt  not  but. you  have  fo  much  regard  to  his  memory 
as  to  encourage  any  defign  that  may  have  a  tendency  to  the  prefervation  of 
it  from  infults  or  calumnies  i  and  therefore,  with  fome  degree  of  aflurance, 

cofiee-houfej  and  killed  him ;  for  which  he  was  tried  at  the  Oid-Bailef,  and  found  guilty  of 
murder. 

Johnfon^  indeed^  defcribes  him  as  having  "  a  grave  and  manly  deportment^  a  folemn  dignity 
of  ttien ;  but  which«  upon  a  nearer  acquaintance,  foftened  ihto  an  engaging  eafinefs  of  manners." 
How  highly  Johnfon  admired  him  for  that  knowledge  which  he  himfdf  fo  much  cultivated,  and 
what  kindnefs  he  entertained  for  him«  appears  from  the  following  lines  in  the  Gentleman's  Maga« 
^ne  for  April,  1738,  which  I  am  aiTured  were  written  by  Johnfon : 

jf</'RiCARDVM   Savage. 

"  HuTiutni  ftudium  generis  cui  peQore  fer<vet, 
*•  O  colat  humanum  tefweatqtie  gems.** 

Entreat 
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intreat  you  to  inform  the  publick,  that  his  life  will  ipeedily  be  publlfhed  by      '744- 
a  perfon  who  was  favoured  with  his  confidence,  and  received  from  himfelf  an  ^tat^.^c! 
account  of  moft  of  the  tranfaftions  which  he  propofes  to  mention,  to  the  time 
of  his  retirement  to  Swanfea  in  Wales. 

^*  From  that  period,  to  his  death  in  the  prifon  of  Briftol,  the  account  will 
be  continued  from  materials  ftill  lefs  liable  to  objeftion ;  his  own  letters,  and 
thofe  of  his  friends,  fome  of  which  will  be  inferted  in  the  work,  and  abftradts 
of  others  fubjoined  in  the  margin, 

"  It  may  be  reafonably  imagined,  that  others  may  have  the  fame  defign  ; 
but  as  it  is  not  credible  that  they  can  obtain  the  fame  materials,  it  muft  be 
expected  they  will  fupply  from  invention  the  want  of  intelligence ;  and  that 
under  the  title  of  *  The  Life  of  Savage,'  they  will  publifli  only  a  novel,  filled 
with  romantick  adventures,  and  iniaginary  amours.  You  may  therefore, 
perhaps,  gratify  the  lovers  of  truth  and  wit,  by  giving  me  leave  to  inform 
them  in  your  magazine,  that  my  account  will  be  publilhed  in  8vo.  by  Mr, 
Roberts,  in  Warwick-lane." 

V 

In  Febioiary,  1744,  it  accordingly  came  forth  from  the  ftiop  of  Roberts, 
between  whom  and  Johnfon  I  have  not  traced  any  connexion,  except  the 
cafual  one  of  this  publication.  In  this  work,  although  it  muft  be  allowed 
that  its  moral  is  the  reverfe  of — "  Refpcere  exemplar  vita  morumque  jubebo^* 
a  very  ufeful  leflbn  is  inculcated,  to  guard  men  of  warm  paflions  from 
a  too  free  injdulgence  of  them ;  and  the  various  incidents  are  related  in  fo 
clear  and  animated  a  manner,  and  illuminated  throughout  with  fo  much 
philofophy;  that  it  is  one  of  the  moft  interefting  narratives  in  the  Englifh 
language.  Sir  Joftiua  Reynolds  told  oie,  that  upon  his  return  from  Italy 
he  met  with  it  in  Devonlhire,  knowing  nothing  of  its  authour,  and  began  to 
read  it  while  he  was  ftanding  with  his  arm  leaning  againft  a  chimney-piece. 
It  feized  his  attention  fo  ftrongly,  that,  not  being  able  to  lay  down  the 
book  till  he  had  finilhed  it,  when  he  attempted  to  move,  he  found  his  arm 
totally  benumbed.  The  rapidity  with  which  this  work  was  compofed,  is  a 
wonderful  circumftance.  Johnfon  has  been  heard  to  fay,  "  I  wrote  forty-eight 
of  the  printed  o<5lavo  pages  of  the  Life  of  Savage  at  a  fitting  i  but  then  I 
lat  up  all  night  V 

He  exhibits  the  genius  of  Savage  to  the  beft  advantage,  in  the  (pecimens 
cf  his  poetry  which  he  has  felefted,  fome  of  which  are  of  uncommon  merit. 

*  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,  3d  edit.  p.  35- 

N  Wc 
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We,  indeed,  occafionally  find  fuch  vigour  and  fuch  point,  as  rmght  make  us 
fuppofe  that  the  generous  aid  of  Johnfon  had  been  imparted  to  his  friend, 
Mr.  Thomas  Warton  made  this  remark  to  me;  and,  in  fopport  of  it,  quoted 
from  the  poem  entided  **  The  Baftard,"  a  line  in  which  the  fancied  fupe- 
riority  of  one  "  ftamped  in  Nature's  mint  with  extafy,"  is  contraftcd  with  a 
regular  lawful  defcendant  of  Ibme  great  and  ancient  family : 

"  No  tenth  tranfmitter  of  a  foolifh  face," 

but  the  faft  is,  that  this  poem  was  publiflied  fome  years  before  Johnfon  and 
Savage  were  acquainted.  , 

It  is  remarkable,  that  in  this  biographical  dilquifidon  there  appears  a  very 
ftrong  fymptom  of  Johnfon's  prejudice  againft  players ;  a  prejudice,  which 
may  be  attributed  to  the  following  caufes :  firft,  the  imperfeftion  of  his  organs, 
which  were  fo  defeftive  that  he  was  not  iufceptible  of  the  fine  impreffions 
which  theatrical  excellence  produces  upon  the  generality  of  mankind ;  iecondly^ 
the  cold  rejedion  of  his  tragedy ;  and,  laftly,  the  brilliant  iuccefs  of  Garrick> 
who  had  been  his  pupil,  who  had  come  to  London  at  the  lame  time  with 
him,  not  in  a  much  more  pr9lperous  ftate  than  himielf^  and  whofe  talents  he 
undoubtedly  rated  low,  compared  with  his  own.  His  being  outftripped  by 
his  pupil  in  the  race  of  immediate  fame,  as  well  as  of  fortune,  probably  made 
him  feel  fome  indignation,  as  thinking  that  whatever  might  be  Garrick^s  merits 
in  his  art,  the  reward  was  too  great  when  compared  with  what  die  moft 
fuccefsful  efforts  of  literary  labour  could  attain.  At  all  periods  of  his  life 
Johnfon  ufed  to  talk  contemptuoufly  of  players  j  but  in  this  work  he  ipeaks 
of  them  with  peculiar  acrimony;  for  which,  perhap^,  there  was  formerly  too 
much  reafon  from  the  licentious  and  difiblute  manners  of  thofe  engaged  in  that 
profeflion/  It  is  but  juftice  to  add,  that  in  our  own  time  luch  a  change  has 
taken  place,  that  there  is  no  longer  room  for  fuch  an  unfavourable  diftin<^ion. 

His  fchoolfellow  and  friend.  Dr.  Taylor,  told  me  a  pleafant  anecdote  of 
Johnfon's  triumphing  over  his  pupil  David  Garrick.  When  that  great  ador 
had  played  fome  litde  time  at  Goodman*s-ficlds,  Johnfon  and  Taylor  ^ent  to 
fee  him  perform,  and  afterwards  pafled  the  evening  at  a  tavern  with  him  and 
old  Giffard.  Johnfon^  who  was  ever  depreciating  flage-players,  after  cen- 
Iliring  fome  miflakes  in  emphafis  which  Garrick  had  committed  in  the  courfe 
of  that  night's  afting,  faid,  "  the  players.  Sir,  have  got  a  kind  of  rant,  with 
which  they  run  on,  without  any  rcgani  either  to  accent  or  emphafis/'  Both 
Garrick  and  Gifiard  were  offended  at  this  farcafm,  and  endeavoured  to  refute 
it;  upon  which  Johnfon  rejoined,  "  Well  now.  Til  give  you  fomcthing  to 
fpeak,  with  which  you  are  litde  acquainted,  and  then  we  fhall  fee  how  jufl 

my 
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my  obfervation  is*     That  Ihall  be  the  criterion.     Let  me  hear  you  repeat  the      ?744- 
ninth  Commandment,  "  Thou  (halt  not  bear  falfe  witnefs  againft  thy  neigh-  ^tat.  tc, 
bour."     Both  tried  at  it,  faid  Dr.  Taylpr,  and  both  miftook  the  emphafis, 
which  fhould  be  upon  not  and  falfe  witnefs.     Johnfon  put  them  right,  and 
enjoyed  his  victory  with  great  glee. 

His  "  Life  of  Savage"  was  no  Iboner  publifhed,  than  the  following  liberal 
praife  was  given  to  it,  in  "The  Champion,"  a  periodical  paper:  "  This 
pamphlet  is,  without  flattery  to  its  authour,  as  juft  and  well  written  a  piece 
as  of  its  kind  I  ever  faw ;  {o  that  at  the  fame  time  that  it  highly  deferves,  it 
certainly  ftands  very  little  in  need  of  this  recommendation.  As  to  the  hiftory 
of  the  unfortunate  perfon,  whofe  memoirs  compofe  this  work,  it  is  certadnly 
penned  with  equal  accuracy  and  fpirit,  of  which  I  am  fo  much  the  better 
judge^  as  I  know  mapy  of  the  fadU  mentioned  to  be  ftri6Uy  true,  and  very  \ 

fairly  related*  •  Befides,  it  is  not  only  the  ftory  of  Mr.  Savage,  but  innume- 
rable incidents  relating  to  other  perlbns,  and  other  afiairs,  which  renders  this 
a  very  amufing,  and,  withal,  a  very  inftruftive  and  valuable  perfiwinance* 
The  authour's  obfervations  are  ihort,  fignificant,  and  juft,  as  his  narrative  is 
remarkably  fmooth  and  well  diipofed.  His  refle£tions  open  to  all  the  recefles 
of  the  human  heart  i  and,  in  a  word,  a  more  juft  or  pkafant,  a  more  engaging 
or  a  more  improving  treatife,  on  all  the  excellencies  and  defeats  of  human 
nature,  is  ^  fcarce  to  be  found  in  our  own,  or,  perhaps,  any  other  language/' 
This  paper  is  well  known  to  have  been  written  by  the  celebrated  Henry 
Fielcttng.    But,  I  iuppofe,  Johnfon  was  not  informed  of  his  being  indebted 

to  him  for  this  civility ;  for  if  he  had  been  apprifed  of  that  circumftance,  as  he  f 

was  very  feniible  of  praife,  he  probably  would  not  have  ipoken  with  fo  little  ^ 

refped  of  Fielding,  as  we  (hall  find  he  afterwards  did. 

Johnfon's  partiality  for  Savage  made  him  entertain  no  doubt  of  his  ftory, 
however  extraordinary  and  improbable.  It  never  occurred  to  him  to  queftion 
his  being  the  fon  of  the  Countefs  of  Macclesfield,  of  whofe  unrelenting  bar- 
barity he  fo  loudly  complained,  and  the  particulars  of  which  are  related  in  fb 
fhxmg  and  afie£ting  a  manner  in  Johnfon's  life  of  him.  Johnfon  was  certainly 
well  warranted  in  publilhing  his  narrative,  however  offenfive  it  might  be  to 
the  Lady  and  her  relations,  becaufe  her  alledged  unnatural  and  cruel  conduft  to 
her  fon,  and  fliameful  avowal  of  guilt,  were  ftatfed  in  a  life  of  Savage  now 
lying  before  me,  which  came  out  fo  early  as  17.27,  and  no  attempt  had  been 
made  to  confute  it,  or  to  punilh  the  authour  or  printer  as  a  libeller  :  but,  for 
the  honour  of  human  nature,  we  fhould  be  glad  to  find  the  Ihocking  tale  not 
true  i  aod,  from  a  refpeftable  gendeman  conneded  with  the  Lady's  family,  I 

N  2  have 
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have  received  fuch  information  and  remarks,  as  joined  to  my  own  inquiries-,^ 
will,  I  think,  render  it  at  leaft  fomewhat  doubtful,  elpecially  when  we  con- 
fider  that  it  muft  have  originated  fix>m  the  perfon  himfelf  who  went  by  the 
name  of  Richard  Savage. 

If  the  maxim  falfum  in  unoj  falfum  in  omnibusy  were  to  be  received  without 
qualification,  the  credit  of  Savage's  narrative,  as  -conveyed  to  us,  would  be 
annihilated  i  for  it  contains  fomc  affertions  which,,   beyond  a  queftion,  arc 

not  true. 

1.  In  order  to  induce  a  belief  that  Earl  Rivers,  on  account  of  a  criminal 

connexion  with  whom.  Lady  Maiclesfield  is  faid  to  have  been  divorced  from 
her  hufband,  by  Aft  of  Parliament  ^  had  a  peculiar  anxiety  about  the  child 
wJiich  fee  bore  to  him,  it  is  aUcdged,  that  his  Lordlhip  gave  him  his  own 
name,  and  had  it  duly  recorded  in  the  regifter  of>  Sfr  Andrew's,  Holbom^ 
1  have  carefully  inipefted  that  regifter,  but  no  fuch  entry  is  to  be  found. 

2.  It  is  dated,  that  "  Lady  Macclesfield  having  lived  for  fome  time  upori 
very  uneafy  terms  with  her  hufband,  thought  a  publick  confeflion  of  adultery 
the  moft  obvious  and  expeditious  method  of  obtaining  her  Hbertyj**  and 
Johnfon>  afRiming  this  to  be  true,  ftigmatifes  her  with  indignation,  as  "the 
wretch'  who  had,  without  Icruple,  proclaimed  herfelf  m  adulterefs.'*  But  I 
have  perufcd  the  Journals  of  both  houfes  of  Parliament  at  the  period  of  her 
divorce,  and  there  find  it  authentically  afcertained,  that  fb  far  fh>m'  voluntarily 
fubmitting  to  the  ignominious  chai^  of  adialtery,  fhe  made  a  ifa^nuous 
defence  by  her  Counfcl;  the  bill  having  been  firfl.  moved  15th  January,  1697, 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  proceeded  on,  (with  various  applications  for  time 
to.  bring  up  witnefles  at  a  difbnce,  &c.)  at  intervals,  till  the  3d  of  Tsfi^chi 
when  it  pafled.  It  was  brought  to  the  Commons,  by  a  meffage  from  the 
Lordsy  the  5th  of  March,  proceeded  on  the  7th,  loth,  nth,  14th,  and  15th, 
on  which  day,  after  a  full  examination  of  witnefles  on  both  fides,  and  hearing 
of  Counfel,  it  was  reported  without  amendments,  pafTed,  and  carried  to  the 
Lords. 

That  Lady  Macclesfield  was  convifted  of  the  crime  of  which  fhe  was 
accufed,  cannot  be  denied  i  but  the  queftion  now  is,  whether  the  perfonr 
calling  himfelf  Richard  Savage  was  her  fbn. 

It  has  beea  faid,  that  when  Earl  Rivers  was  dying,  and  anxious,  to  provide 
for  all  his  natural  children,  he  was  informed  by  Lady  Macclesfield  that  her 
fon  by  him  was  dead.  Whether,  then,  fhail  we  believe  that  this  was  a 
maligriant  lie,  invented  by  a  mother  to  prevent  her  own  child  from  receiving 

3  1607, 
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Ac  bounty  of  his  father,  which  was  accordingly  the  confequence,  if  theperfbil  »744* 
whofe  life  Johnfon  wrote,  was  her  fon ;  or  fliall  we  not  rather  believe  that  the  ]^^^7, 
peribn  who  then  aflumed  the  name  of  Richard  Savage  was  an  impoftor,  being 
in  reality  the  fon  of  the  Ihoemaker,.  under  whofe  wife's  care  Lady  Macclesfield's 
child  was  placed  -,  that  after  the  deathof  the  real  Richard  Savage,  he  attempted 
to  perfonate  him,  and  that  the  fraud  being  known  to  Lady  Macclesfield,  hd 
was  therefore  repulfed  by  her  with  jufl  refentment^ 

There  is  aftrong  circunifknce  in  fupport  of  the  laft  fuppofition,  though  it  has 
beeii  mentioned  as  an  aggravation  of  Lady  Macclesfield's  unnatural  conduft^ 
and  that  is,  her  having  prevented  him  from  obtaining  the  benefit  of  a  legacy 
left  to  him  by  Mrs.  Lloyd  his  gpd-mothen  For  if  there  was  fuch  a  legacy 
left>  his  not  being  able  to  obtain  payment  of  it,,  muft  be  imputed  to  his  con- 
fcioufnefs  that  he  was  not  the  real  perfon.  The  juft  inference  Ihould  be,  that 
by  the  death  of  Lady  Macclesfield's  child  before  its  god-mother,  the  legacy 
became  lapfcd,  and  therefore  that  Johnfon's  Richard  Savage  was  an  impofton 
If  he  had  a  tide  to  the  legacy,  he  could  not  have  found  any  difficulty  in' 
recovering  it  5  for  had  the  executors  refilled  his  claim,  the  whole  cofls,  as 
well  as  the  legacy,  mufl:  have  been  paid  by  them>  if  he  had  been  the  child- to 
whom  it  was  given*. 

The  talents  of  Savage,  and  the  mingled  fire,  rudends,  pride;  nrteain-' 
nefs,  and  ferocity  of  his  charafter  *,  concur  in  making  it  credible  that  he 
was  fit  to  plan  and  cany  on  an  ambitious  and  daring  fcheme  of  impof- 
ture,  fimiiar  infl:ances  of  which  have  not  been  wanting  in  higher  Ipheres, 
in  the  hiflory  of  different  countries,  and  have  had  a  conliderable  degree  of 
fuccefs. 

Yet,  on  the  other  hand,  to  the  companion  of  Johnfon,  (who  through 
whatever  medium  he  was  conveyed  into  this  world, — ^be  it  ever  fo  doubtful 
•*  To  whom  related,,  or  by  whom  begot,"  was,  unqueftionably,  a  man  of  no 
common  endowments,),  we  muft  allow  the  weight  of  general  repute  as  to  his- 
Stalus  or  parentage,  though  illicif;  and  fuppoflng  him  to  be  an  impoftor,  it 
feems  ftrange  that  Lord  Tyrconnel,.  the  nephew  of  Lady  Macclesfield,  Ihould^ 

^  Johnfon's  companion  appears  to  have  perfuaded  that  lofty-minded  man^  that  he  refembled  hinv 
in  having  a  noble  pride  ;  for  Johnfon^  after  painting  in  ftrong  colours  the  quarrel  between  Ix)rd- 
Tyrconnel  and  Savage,  aflerts  that  "  the  fpirit  of  Mr.  Savage,  indeed,  never  fu£fered  him  to 
folicit  a  reconciliation ;  he  returned  reproach  for  reproach,  and  infult  for  infult."  But  the  refped- 
able  geiyleman  to  whom  I  have  alluded,  has  in  his  pofleflion  a  letter  from  Savage,  after  Lord- 
Tyrconnel  had  difcarded  him,  addrefled  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Gilbert,  his  Lordfhip's  Chaplain^ 
IB  which  he  requefts  him,  in  the  humbleft  manner,  to  leprefent  his  cafe  to  the  £arU 

patronife- 
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patroniiie  him,  and  even  admit  him  as  a  gueft  in  his  family '.  Laftly,  it  muft 
ever  appear  very  fulpicious,  that  three  different  accounts  of  the  Life  of 
Richard  Savage,  one  publifhed  in  "  The  Plain  Dealer,"  in  1724,  another 
in  1727,  and  another  by  the  powerfol  pen  of  Johnfon,  in  1749,  and  all  of 
them  while  Lady  Macclesfield  was  alive,  Ihould,  notwithftanding  the  fevcre 
attacks  upon  her,  have  been  fuffered  to  pafs  without  any  publick  and  efFeftual 
contradiftion. 

I  have  thus  endeavoured  to  fum  up  the  evidence  upon  the  cafe,  as  fairly  as 
I  can  i  and  the  refult  feems  to  be,  that  the  world  mull  vibrate  in  a  ftate  of 
uncertainty  as  to  what  was  the  truth. 

This  digreflion,  I  truft,  will  not  be  cenfured,  as  it  relates  to  a  matter 
exceedingly  curious,  and  very  intimately  connefted  with  Johnfon,  both  as  a 
man  and  an  authour^ 

He  this  year  wrcfte  the  *^  Preface  to  the  Harleian  Mifcellany  **'  The  fcledtion 
of  the  pamphlets  of  which  it  was  compofed  was  made  by  Mr.  Oldys,  a  man 
of  eager  curbfity  and  indefatigable  diligence,  who  firft  exerted  that  fpirit  of 

*•  Trofting  to  Savage's  infonnation^  Johnfon  repreients  this  unhappy  man's  being  received  as  a 
companion  by  Lord  TyrconncI,  and  penfioned  by  his  Lordfhipy  as  if  poftcriour  to  Savage's  con- 
vi^OQ  and  prdon.  fiut  I  am  a0uied«  that  Savage  had  received  the  voluntary  boonty  of  Lord 
Tyrconnel*  and  had  been  difmiiTed  by  him  long  before  the  murder  was  committed,  and  that  his 
Loidlhip  was  very  inftnimental  in  procuring  Savage's  pardon,  by  his  interceffion  with  the  Qucenj 
through  Lady  Hertford.  If,  therefore,  he  had  been  defirous  of  preventing  any  publication  by 
£avage«  he  would  have  left  him  to  his  fate.  Indeed  I  muft  obferve,  that  although  Johnfon  men- 
tions  that  Lord  Tyrconoel's  patronage  of  Savage  was  *'  upon  his  promife  to  lay  afide  his  defign 
of  expofmg  the  cruelty  of  his  mother,"  the  great  biographer  has  forgotten  that  he  himielf  has 
mentioned,  that  Savage^s  ftory  had  been  told  feveral  years  before  in  *•  The  Plain  Dealer,"  from 
which  he  quotes  this  ftrong  faying  of  the  generous  Sir  Richard  Steele,  that  "  the  inhumanity  of 
his  mother  had  given  him  a  right  to  find  every  good  man  his  father."  At  the  fame  time  it  mull 
be  acknowledged,  that  Lady  Macclesfield  and  her  relations  might  ftill  wiih  that  her  ftory  ihould 
not  be  brought  into  more  conspicuous  notice  by  the  fatirical  pen  of  Savage*  ' 

^  Mifs  Mafon,  after  having  forfeited  the  title  of  Lady  Macclesfield  by  divorce,  was  married 
to  Colonel  Brett,  and,  it  is  faid,  was  well  knowR  in  all  the  polite  circles.  Colley  Gibber,  I  am 
informed,  had  fo  high  an  opinion  of  her  tafte-and  judgement  as  to  genteel  life  and  manners,  th^t 
he  fubmittcd  every  fcene  of  his  "  Carelefs  Hufband,"  to  Mrs.  Brett's  revifal  and  correftion. 
Colonel  Brett  was  reported  to  be  too  free  in  his  gallantry  with  his  Lady's  maid.  Mrs.  Brett  came 
into  a  room  one  day  in  her  own  houie,  and  found  the  Colonel  and  her  maid  both  faft  afleep  in 
two  chairs.  She  tied  a  white  handkerchief  round  her  hulband's  neck,  which  was  a  fufficient  proof 
that  (he  had  difcovered  his  intrigue ;  but  ihe  never  at  any  time  took  notice  of  it  to  him.  This 
incident,  as  I  am  told^  gave  occafion  to  the  well-wrought  fcene  of  Sir  Charles  and  Lady  Cafy  and 
Edging. 

3  inquiry 
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inquiry  into  the  literature  of  the  old  Englifli  writers,  by  which  the  works  of 
our  great  dramatick  poet  have  of  late  been  fo  fignally  illuftrated. 

In  1745  he  publifhed  a  pamphlet  entitled  "  Mifcellaneous  Obfervations  on 
the  Tragedy  of  Macbeth,  with  Remarks  on  Sir  T.  H's  (Sir  Thomas 
Hanmer's)  Edition  of  Shakfpeare,*"     To  which  he  affixed,  propofals  for  a  ' 

new  edition  of  diat  poet. 

As  we  do  not  trace  any  thing  elfe  publifhed  by  him  during  the  courfe  of  / 

this  year,  we  may  conjefture  that  he  was  occupied  entirely  with  that  work.  < 

But  the  little  encouragement  which  was  given  by  the  publick  to  his  anony- 
mous propofals'  for  the  execution  of  a  tafk  which  Warburton  was  known  to 

have  undertaken,   probably  damped  his  ardour.     His  pamphlet,  however,  "j 

was  highly  efteemed,  and  was  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  the  approbation  j 

even  of  the   fupercilious  Warburton  himfelf,    who,    in  the  Preface  to  his  i 

Shakfpeare  publifhed  two  years  afterwards,  thus  mentioned  it :  "  As  to  all 
thofe  things  which  have  been  publifhed  under  the  titles  of  Effays,  Remarks^ 
Obfervationsy  &c.  on  Shakfpeare,  if  you  except  fbme  critical  notes  on  Macbeth, 
given  as  a  fpecimen  of  a  projefted  edition,  and  written,  as  appears,  by  a  man 
of  parts  and  genius,  the  reft  ar?  abfolutely  below  a  ferious  notice." 

Of  this  flattering  difKnftion  fhewn  to  him  by  Warburton,  a  very  grateful 

remembrance  was  ever  entertamed  by  Johnfon,  who  faid,  **  He  praifed  me 

at  a  time  when  praife  was  of  value  to  me." 

In  1 746  it  is  probable  that  he  was  flill  employed  upon  his  Shakfpeare,  which      » 74^* 

perhaps  he   laid  afide  for  a  time,  upon  account  of  the  high  expeftations 

which  were  formed  of  Warburton's  edition  of  that  great  poet.    It  is  fomewhat 

curious,  that  his  literary  career  appears  to  have  been  almofl  totally  fufpended 

in  the  years  1745  and  1746,  thofe  years  which  were  marked  by  a  civil  war 

in  Great-Britain,  when  a  rafh  attempt  was  made  to  reflore  the  Houfe  of 

Stuart  to  the  throne.     That  he  had  a  tendernefs  for  that  unfortunate  Houfe, 

is  well  known;    and  fome  may  fancifuUy  imagine,    that  a  fympathethick 

anxiety  impeded  the  exertion  of  his  intelle6hial  powers :    but  I  am  inclined  to 

think,  that  he  was,  during  this  time,  fketching  the  oudines  of  his  great  philo- 
logical work. 

None  of  his  letters  during  thofe  years  are  extant,  fo  far  as  I  can  difcover. 

This  is  much  to  be  regretted.     It  might  afford  fome  entertainment  to  fee 

how  he  then  exprefled  himfelf  to  his  private  friends,  conceming  flate  affairs. 

Dr.  Adams  informs  me,  that  "  at  this  time  a  favourite  objeft  which  he  had 

in  contemplation  was  '  The  Life  of  Alfred,'  in  which,  from  the  warmth  with 

which 
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1747-      which  he  fpoke  about  it,  he  would,   I  believe,  had  he  been  mafter  of  his 
iftarl^a.  ^^^'^^  w^^^'  ^^^^  engaged  himfelf,  rather  than  on  any  other  fubjeft." 

In  1747  it  is  fuppofed  that  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  May  was  enriched 
by  him  with  five  .ftiort  poetical  pieces,  diftinguifhed  by  three  afterilks.  The 
firft  is  a  tranflation,  or  rather  a  paraphrafe,  of  a  Latin  Epitaph  on  Sir  Thomas 
Hanmer.  Whether  the  Latin  was  his,  or  not,  I  have  never  heard,  though  I 
-fliould  think  it  probably  was,  if  it  be  certain  that  he  wrote  the  Engliih ;  as 
to  whdch  my  only  caufe  of  doubt  is^  that  his  flighting  charafter  of  Hanmer 
as  an  editor,  Ln  his  "  Obfcrvatioxis  on  Macbeth,"  is  very  different  from  that  in 
the  Epitaph.  It  may  be  faid,  that  there  is  the  fame  contrariety  between  the 
charadter  in  the  Obfer  vat  ions,  and  tliat  in  his  own  Preface  to  Shakipeare;  but 
a  confiderable  time  elapfed  between  the  one  publication  and  the  other,  whereas 
the  Obfervations  and  the  Epitaph  came  clofe  together.  The  others  are,  **  To 
Mifs  — '■ — '■ — i  on  her  giving  the  Authour  a  gold  and  filk  net-work  Purfe  of 
her  own  weaving  j*'  "  Stella  in  Mourning;"  "  The  Winter's  Walk 5"  **  An 
Ode ;"  an4  "  To  Lyce^  an  elderly  Lady."  I  am  not  pofitive  that  all  thefe 
were  his  produftions  j  but  as  ^'  The  Winter's  Walk,"  has  never  been  con- 
troverted to'  be  his,  and  all  of  them  have  the  lame  mark,  it  is  realbnable 
fo  conclude  that  they  are  all  written  by  the  fame  hand.  Yet  to  the  Ode, 
in  ,which  we  find  a  pafl^ge  very  charafteriftick  of  him,  being  a  learned  dcfcrip- 
tion  of  the  gout, 

"  Unhappy,  whom  to  beds  of  pain 
'*^  Arthritick  tyranny  configns  j" 

there  is  the  followmg  note :  **  The  authour  being  ill  of  the  gout ;"  but  Johnfon 
was  not  attacked  with  that  diftemper  till  at  a  very  late  period  of  his  life. 
May  not  this,  however,  be  a  "^poetical  fiftion  ?  Why  may  not  a  poet  fuppofe 
himfelf  to  have  the  gout,  as  well  as  fuppofe  himfelf  to  be  in  love,  of  which 
we  have  innumerable  inftances,  and  which  has  been  admirably  ridiculed  by 
Johfifpn  in  his  "  Life  of  Cowley  ?"  I  have  alfo  fome  difficulty  to  believe 
that  he  could  produce  fuch  a  group  of  conceits  as  appear  in  the  verfes  ta 
Lyce,  in  which  he  claims  for  this  ancient  perfonage  as  good  a  right  to  be  affinai- 
lated  to  beavefii  as  nymphs  whom  other  poets  have  flattered ;  he  therefore 
ironically  afcribes  to  her  the  attributes  of  the  Jky>^  in  fuch  fl:anzas  as  this : 

Her  leeth  the  night  with  darknefs  dies, 
*'  She's  ftarfd  with  pimples  o'er  j 
H<?r  tongue  like  nimble  lightning  plies, 
^*  And  can  with  thunder  roar." 

But 


(( 
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But  as  at  a  very  advanced  age  he  could  condefcend  to  trifle  m  namby  pamhy      '747- 
rhymes  to  pleafe  Mrs.  Thrale  and  her  daughter,  he  may  have,  in  his  earlier  ]^tat'.  38. 
years,  compofed  fuch  a  piece  as  this. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  in  this  firft  edition  of  "  The  Winter's  Walk,*'  the 
concluding  line  is  much  more  Johnfonian  than  it  was  afterwards  printed ;  for  in 
fubfequent  editions  after  praying  Stella  to  "  fnatch  him  to  her  arms,"  he  fays, 

*^  And  JhieU  me  from  the  ills  of  life." 

Whereas  in  the  firft  edition  it  is 

"  And  hide  me  from  the  ftght  of  life." 

A  horrour  at  life  in  general  is  more  confonant  with  Johnfon's  habitual  gloomy 
caft  of  thought. 

I  have  heard  him  repeat  with  great  energy  the  following  verfes,  which 
appeared  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  April  this  year ;  but  I  have  no 
authority  to  lay  they  were  his  own.  Indeed  one  of  the  beft  criticks  of  our 
age  lliggefts  to  me,  that  the  word  indifferently  being  ufed  in  the  fenfe  of 
witbota  concern^  renders  it  improbable  that  they  fhould  have  been  his  com- 
pofition. 

On  Lord  Lovat's  Execution. 

'^  Pity'd  by  gentk  minds  Kilmarnock  died ; 
'^  The  hravey  Balmerino,  were  on  thy  fide; 
*^  Radcliffe,  unhappy  in  his  crimes  of  youth, 
*'  Steady  in  what  he  ftill  miftook  for  truth, 
*^  Beheld  his  death  fo  decently  unmov'd, 
^^  The  /oft  lamented,  and  the  brave  approv'd. 

But  Lovat's  fate  indifierently  we  view. 

True  to  no  Kingy  to  no  religion  true : 
**  No  fair  forgets  the  ruin  he  has  done ; 
*'  No  child  laments  the  tyrant  of  his /on  i 
^^  No  tory  pities,  thinking  what  he  was  $ 
<«  No  whig  compaflions,  for  be  left  the  cau/e; 
^^  The  brave  regret  not,  for  he  was  not  brave ; 
'^  The  bonefi  mourn  not,  knowing  him  a  knave  * !  '* 

This 

•  Thcfc  vcrfa  arc  fomcwhat  too  fcvcre  on  the  extraordinary  pcrfon  who  is  the  chief  figure  in 
cbenif  for  he  was  undoabtedly  brave.    His  pleadmtry  during  his  folemn  trial  (in  which»  by  the 
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>747«  This  year  his  old  pupil  and  friend,  David  Garrick,  having  become  joint 

JEtatTs's.  P^tc^^^^  ^^d  manager  of  Drury-lanc  dieatre,  Johnfon  honoured  hiis  opening  of 
it  with  a  Prologue,*  which  for  juft  and  manly  dramatick  criticifm,  on  the  whole 
range  of  the  Engliih  ftage,  as  well  as  for  poetical  excellence,  is  unrivalled. 
Like  the  celebrated  Epilogue  to  the  "  Diftrefled  Mother,"  it  was,  during  the 
feafon,  often  called  for  by  the  audience.  The  moft  ftrildng  and  brilliant 
paflhges  of  it  have  been  fo  often  repeated,  and  are  fo  well  recoDeftcd  by  all 
the  lovers  of  the  drama  and  of  poetry,  that  it  would  be  fuperfluous  to  point 
A;-  them  out.  In  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  December  this  year,  he  infcrted 
an  *'  Ode  on  Winter,"  which  is,  I  think,  an  admirable  Ipecimen  of  his  genius, 
for  lyrick  poetry. 

But  the  year  1747  is  diftinguiftied  as  the  epoch,  when  Johnfon's  arduous 
and  important  work,  his  Dictionary  of  the  English  Language,  was 
announced  to  the  world,  by  the  publication  of  its  Plan  or  Pro/peSus* 

How  long  this  immenfe  undertaking  had  been  the  objeft  of  his  contem- 
plation, I  do  not  know.  I  once  aflced  him  by  what  means  he  had  attained 
to  that  aftonifliing  knowledge  of  our  language,  by  which  he  was  enabled  to 
rcalife  a  defign  of  fuch  extent,  and  accumulated  difficulty.  He  told  me,  that 
«*  it  was  not  the  efFed  of  particular  ftudy ;  but  that  it  had  grown  up  in  his 
mind  infenfibly/*  I  have  been  informed  by  Mr.  James  Dodfley,  that  feveral 
years  before  this  period,  when  Johnfon  was  one  day  fitting  in  his  brother 
Robert's  fhop,  he  heard  his  brother  fuggeft  to  him,  that  a  Diftionary  of  the 
Englifh  Language  would  be  a.  work  that  would  b?  well  received  by  the 
publick  J  that  Johnfon  feemed  at  firft  to  catch  at  the  propofition,  but,  after  a 
paufe,  faid,  in  his  abrupt  decifive  manner,  "  I  believe  I  fhall  not  undertake 
it."  That  he,  however,  had  beftowed  much  thought  upon  the  fubjeft,  before 
he  publiftied  his  "  Plan,"  is  evident  from  the  enlarged,  clear,  and  accurate 
views  which  it  exhibits ;  and  we  find  him  mentioning  in  that  traft,  that  many 
of  the  writers  whofc  teftimonies  were  to  be  produced  as  authorities,  were 
felefted  by  Pope,  which  proves  that  he  had  been  fumifhed,  probably  by 
Mr.  Robert  Dodfley,  with  whatever  hints  that  eminent  poet  had  contributed 

way,  I  have  heard  Mr.  David  Hume  obferve,  that  we  have  one  of  the  very  few  fpeeohes  of  Mr. 
Murray,  now  Earl  of  Mansfield,  authentically  given)'  was  very  remarkable.  When  aflced  if  he 
had  any  queftions  to  put  to  Sir  Everard  Fawkener,  who  was  one  of  the  ftrongefl  witneifes  againft 
him,  he  anfwercd,  **  I  only  wilh  him  joy  of  his  young  wife."  And  after  fentence  of  death  in 
the  horrible  terms  in  cafes  of  tVeafon  was  pronounced  upon  him,  and  he  was  retiring  from  the  bar, 
he  faid,  **  Fare  you  well,  my  Lords,  we  (hall  not  all  meet  again  in  one  place/'  He  behaved  with 
pcrfeA  compofure  at  his  execution,  and  called  out  *'  Duice  et  decorum  eft  fropatrid  mri'* 

towards 
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towards  a  great  literary  projed,  that  had  been  the  fubjedt  of  important  con- 
fideration  in  a  former  reign. 

The  bookfeUers  who  contracted  with  Johnfon,  fingle  and  unaided,  for  the 
execution  of  a  work,  which  in  other  countries  has  not  been  effefted  but  by 
the  co-operating  exertions  of  many,  were  Mr.  Robert  Dodfley,  Mr,  Charles 
Hitch,  Mr.  Andrew  Millar,  the  two  Meffieurs  Longman,  and  the  two 
Meffieurs  Knapton.  The  price  ftipulated  was  fifteen  hundred  and  feventy-five 
pounds. 

The  "Plan"  was  addrefled  to' Philip  Dormer,  Earl  of  Chefterfield,  then 
one  of  his  Majefty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  a  nobleman  who  Vas  very 
ambitious  of  literary  diftinftion,  and  who,  upon  being  informed  of  the  defign, 
had  exprefled  himfelf  in  terms  very  favourable  to  its  fuccefs.  There  is, 
perhaps,  in  every  thing  of  any  confequence,  a  fecret  hiftory  which  it  would 
be  amufing  to  know,  could  we  have  it  authentically  communicated.  Johnfon 
told  .me ',  "  Sir,  the  way  in  which  the  JPlan  of  my  Dictionary  came  to  be 
infcribed  to  Lord  Chefterfield,  was  this  :  I  had  neglefted  to  write  it  by  the 
time  appointed.  Dodfley  luggefted  a  defire  to  have  it  addrefled  to  Lord 
Chefterfield.  I  laid  hold  of  this  as  a  pretext  for  delay,  that  it  might  be  better 
done,  and  let  Dodfley  have  his  defire.  I  faid  to  my  friend  Dr.  Bathurft, 
'  Now  if  any  good  comes  of  my  addrefTing  to  Lord  Chefterfield,  it  will  be 
afcribed  to  deep  policy,  when,  in  fa£t,  it  was  only  a  cafual  excufe  for 
lazinefs.'* 

It  is  worthy  of  obfervation,  that  the  *^  Plan "  has  not  only  the  fubftantial 
merit  of  comprehenfion,  perlpicuity,  and  precifion,  but  that  the  language  of  it 
is  unexceptionably  excellent,  it  being  altogether  fi-ee  from  that  inflation  of  flyle, 
and  thofe  uncommon  but  apt  and  energetick  words,  which  in  fome  of  his 
writings  have  been  cenfured  with  more  petulance  than  juftice ;  and  never  was 
there  a  more  dignified  ftrain  of  compliment,  than  that  in  which  he  courts  die 
attention  of  one  whom  he  had  been  perfuaded  to  believe  would  be  a  refpeft- 
able  patron. 

**  With  regard  to  queftions  of  purity  or  propriety,  (fays  he)  I  was  once  in 
doubt  whether  I  fhould  not  attribute  to  myfelf  too  much  in  attempting  to  decide 
them,  and  whether  my  province  was  to  extend  beyond  the  propofition  of  the 
queftion,  and  the  difplay  of  the  fufFrages  on  each  fide  i  but  I  have  been  fincc 
determined  by  your  Lordfhip's  opinion,  to  interpofe  my  own  judgement,  and 
Ihall  therefore  endeavour  to  fupport  what  appears  to  me  moft  confonant  to 

'  September  22,  1777,  going  from  Afhbourne  in  Derby  (hire,  to  fee  Iflam. 

O  2  grammar 
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1 747-      grammar  and  reafon.     Aufonius  thought  that  moclefly  forbade  him  to  plead 
[^tatl  38,  inability  for  a  tafk  to  which  Csefar  had  judged  him  equil : 

*  Cur  me  pojfe  negem  fojfe  quod  ille  putat  ?  *' 

m 

And  I  may  hope,  my  Lord,  that  fince  you,  whole  authority  in  our  language 
is  fo  generally  acknowledged,  have  commiffioned  me  to  declare  my  own 
opinion,  I  fliall  be  confidered  as  exercifing  a  kind  of  vicarious  jurifdidion^ 
and  that  the  power  which  might  have  been  denied  to  my  own  claim,  will  be 
readily  allowed  me  as  the  delegate  of  your  Lordlhip." 

This  paflage  proves,  that  Johnfon*s  addrefling  his  "  Plan^'  to  Lord  Chefler- 
field  was  not  merely  in  confequence  of  the  refult  of  a  report  by  naeans  of 
Dodfley,  that  the  Earl  favoured  the  defign  -,  but  that  there  had  been  a  par- 
ticular communication  with  his  Lordfhip  concerning  it.  Dr.  Taylor  told  me, 
that  Johnfon  fent  his  "Plan"  to  him  in  manufcript,  for  his  perufali  and 
tiiat  when  it  was  lying  upon  his  table,  Mr.  William  Whitehead  happened  to 
pay  him  a  vifit,  and  being  (hewn  it,  was  highly  pleaied  with  fuch  parts  of  it  as 
he  had  time  to  read^  and  begged  to  take  it  home  with  him,  which  he  was 
allowed  to  do ;  that  from  him  it  got  into  the  hands  of  a  noble  Lord,  wha 
carried  it  to  Lord  Chefterfield.  When  Taylor  obferved  this  might  be  an 
advantage,  Johnfon  replied^  "  No,  Sir  j  it  would  have  come  out  with  more 
bloom,  if  it  had  not  been  feen  before  by  any  body/* 

The  opinion  conceived  of  it  by  another  noble  authour,  appears  from  the 
Allowing  extraft  of  a  letter  fi-om  the  Earl  of  Orrery  to  Dn  Birch : 

*•  Caledon^  Dec,  30,  1 747, 

^*  I  HAVE  juft  now  feen  the  fpecimen  of  Mr.  Jphnfon*s  Didtionary, 
addrelled  to  Lord  Chefterfield.  I  am  much  pleaied  with  the  plan,  and  I 
think  the  fpecimen  is  one  of  the  beft  that  I  have  ever  read.  Moft  fpecimens 
difguft>  rather  than  prejudice  us  in  favour  of  the  work  to  follow  s  but  the 
language  of  Mr.  Johnfon's  is  good,  and  the  arguments^  are  properly  and 
modeftly  exprefled.  However,  fome  exp^ffions  may  be  cavilled  at,  but 
they  are  trifles.  Til  mention  one.  The  i^arren  Laurel.  The  laurel  is  not 
barren,  in  any  lenfe  whatever  s  it  bears  fruits  and  flowers.  Sedba  Jun$  nugte^^ 
'    and  I  have  great  expe£bations  from:  the  performance  ^" 

That  he  was  fiiUy  aware  of  the  arduous  nature  of  the  undertaking,  he 
acknowledges,  and  fliews  himfelf  perfedly  fenfible  of  it  in  the  conclufion  of  his. 

«  Birch.  MSS.  Beit.  Muf.  4303^ 

«Planr 
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"  Planj"  but  he  had  a  noble  confcioufnefs  of  his  own  abilities,  which  enabled 
him  to  go  on  with  undaunted  fpirit. 

Dr,  Adams  found  him  one  day  bufy  at  his  Diftionary,  when  the  following 
dialogue  enfued.  **  Adams«  This  is  a  great  work.  Sir.  How  are  you  to  get 
all  the  etymologies  ?  Johnson,  Why,  Sir,  here  is  a  fhelf  with  Junius,  and 
Skinner,  and  others ;  and  there  is  a  Welch  gendeman  who  has  publifhed  a 
eoUedtion  of  Welch  proverbs,  who  will  help  me  with  the  Welch.  Adams. 
But,  Sir,  how  can  you  do  this  in  three  year^  ?  Johnson.  Sir,  I  have  no 
doubt  that  I  can  do  it  in  three  years.  Adams.  But  the  French  Academy, 
which  confifts  of  forty  members,  took  forty  years  to  compile  their  Diftionary. 
Johnson.  Sir,  thus  it  is.  This  is  the  proportion.  Let  me  fee ;  forty  times 
forty  is  fixteen  hundred.  As  three  to  fixteen  hundred,  fo  is  the  proportion  of 
an  Englilhman  to  a  Frenchman."  With  fo  much  eafe  and  pleafantry  could 
he  talk  of  that  prodigious  labour  which  he  had  undertaken  to  execute. 

The  publick  has  had,  from  another  pen,  a  long  detail  of  what  had  been 
done  in  this  country  by  prior  Lexicographers,  and  no  doubt  Johnfon  was  wife 
to  avail  himfelf  of  them,  fo  far  as  they  went  j  but  the  learned,  yet  judicious 
refearch  of  etymology,  the  various,  yet  accurate  difplay  of  definition,  and  the 
rich  colleftion  of  authorities,  were  referved  for  the  fuperiour  mind  of  our 
great  philologift.  For  the  mechanical  part,  he  employed,  as  he  told  me,  fix 
amanuenfcs ;  and  let  it  be  remembered  by  the  natives  of  North-Britain,  to 
whom  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  fo  hoftile,  that  five  of  them  were  of  that 
country.  There  were  two  Meflleurs  Macbean ;  Mr.  Shiels,  the  writer  of  tha 
Lives  of  the  Poets  to  which  the  name  of  Gibber  is  affixed  -,  Mr.  Stewart, 
fon  of  Mr.  George  Stewart,  bookfeller  at  Edinburgh ;  and,  a  Mr.  Maitland. 
The  fixth  of  thefe  humble  afliftants  was  Mr.  Peyton,  who,  I  believe^  taught 
French,  and  publifhed  fome  elementary  tradts. 

To  all  thefe  painful  labourers,  Johnfon  fhewed  a  never-ceafing  kindnefs> 
ib  far  as  they  flood  in  need  of  it.  The  elder  Mr.  Macbean  had  afterwards 
the  honour  of  being  Librarian  to  Archibald,  Duke  of  Argyle,  for  many  years, 
but  was  left  without  a  fhilling.  Johnfon  wrote  for  hrm  a  Preface  to  "  A  Syftem 
of  ancient  Geography ;"  and,  by  the  favour  of  Lord  Thurlow,  got  him 
admitted  a  poor  brother  of  the  Charterhoufe.  For  Shiels,  who  died  of  a 
confumption,  he  had  much  tendernefs ;  and  it  has  been  thought  that  fome 
choice  fentences  in  the  Lives  of  the  Poets  were  fupplied  by  him.  Peyton, 
when  reduced  to  penury,  had  fi-equent  aid  from  the  bounty  of  Johnfon,  who 
at  laft  was  at  the  expence  of  burying  both  him  and  his  wife, 
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While  the  Didtionary  was  going  forward,  Johnfon  lived  part  of  die  time  in 
Holborn,  part  in  Gough-fquare,  Fleet-ftrect  i  and  he  had  an  upper  room  fit- 
ted up  like  a  counting-houfe  for  the  purpofe,  in  which  he  gave  to  the  copyifts 
their  feveral  tafks.  The  words,  partly  taken  from  other  diftionaries,  and 
pardy  fupplied  by  himfelf^  having  been  firft  written  down  with  ipaces  left 
between  them,  he  delivered  in  writing  their  etymologies,  definitions,,  and 
various  fignificarions.  The  authorities  were  copied  from  the  books  them- 
felves,  in  which  he  had  marked  the  paflages  with  a  black-lead  pencil,  the 
traces  of  which  could  ealily  be  effaced.  I  have  feen  feveral  of  them,  in 
which  that  trouble  had  not  been  taken ;  fo  that  they  were  juft  as  when  ufed 
by  the  copyifls.  It  is  remarkable,  that  he  was  to  attentive  in  the  choice  of 
the  paffages  in  which  words  were  authorifed,  that  one  may  read  page  after 
page  of  his  Didionary  with  improvement  and  pleafure  j  and  it  Ihould  not 
pafs  unobferved,  that  he  has  quoted  no  authour  whofe  writings  had  a  tendency 
to  hurt  found  religion  and  morality. 

The  necelTary  expence  of  preparing  a  work  of  (iich  magnitude  for  the  prefs, 
mufl:  have  been  a  confiderable  dedudtion  from  the  price  Itipulated  to  be  paid 
for  the  copy-right.  I  underlland  that  nothing  was  allowed  by  the  bookfeUers 
on  that  account  i  and  I  remember  his  telling  me,  that  a  large  portion  of  it 
having,  by  miflake,  been  written  upon  both  fides  of  the  paper,  fo  as  to  be 
inconvenient  for  the  compofitor,  it  cofl  him  twenty  pounds  to  have  it 
tranfcribed  upon  one  fide  only. 

He  is  now  to  be  confidered  as  "  tugging  at  his  oar,"  as  engaged  in  a  fleady 
continued  courfe  of  occupation,  fufficient  to  employ  all  his  time  for  fome 
years,  and  which  was  the  befl  preventive  of  that  conflitutional  melancholy 
which  was  ever  lurking  about  him,  ready  to  trouble  his  quiet.  But  his 
enlarged  and  lively  mind  could  not  be  fatisfied  without  more  diverfity  of 
employment,  and  the  pleafiire  of  animated  relaxation.  He  therefore  not  only 
exerted  his  talents  in  occafional  compofition  very  different  from  Lexicography^ 
but  formed  a  club  in  Ivy-lane,  Paternofler-row,  with  a  view  to  enjoy  literary 
difcuffion,  and  amufe  his  evening  hours.  The  members  aflbciated  widi  him 
in  this  litde  fociety  were  his  beloved  friend  Dr.  Richard  Bathurft,  Mr. 
Hawkefworth,  afterwards  well  known  by  his  writings,  Mr.  John  Hawkins,  an 
^tomey  %  and  a  few  others  of  different  profeffions, 

'  He  was  afterwards  for  feveral  years  Chairman  of  the  Middlefex  Juftices^  and  upon  occafion 
cf  prcfenting  feme  addrefs  to  the  King,  accepted  the  ufual  offer  of  Knighthood.  He  is  authoor 
4>f  '*  A  Hiftoiy  of  Mufick,"  in  five  volumes  in  quarto,    fiy  affiduous  attendance  upon  Johnfon  in 

his 
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In  the  Gendeman's  Magazine  for  May  of  this  year  he  wrote  a  ^^  Life  of     i748« 
Lord  Rofcommon,*"   with  Notes,   which  he  afterwards  much  improved,  iEtatl^ 
indented  the  notes  into  text,  and  inferted  it  amongft  his  Lives  of  the  Englilh 
Poets. 

Mr.  Dodfley  this  year  brought  out  his  Preceptor,  one  of  the  moft  valuable 
books  for  the  improvement  of  young  minds  that  has  appeared  in  any  language ; 
and  to  this  meritorious  work  Johnfon  furnifhed  "  The  Preface,*"  containing  a 
general  Iketch  of  the  book,  with  a  Ihort  and  perfpicuous  recommendation  of 
each  article ;  as  alfo,  "  The  Vifion  of  Theodore  the  Hermit,  found  in  his 
Cell,**'  a  moft  beautiful  allegory  of  human  life,  under  the  figure  of  afcending 
the  mountain  of  Exiftence.  The  Bifhop  of  Dromore  heard  Dr.  Johnfon  fay, 
that  he  thought  this  was  the  beft  thing  he  ever  wrote. 

In  January,  1749,  he  publifhed  "  The  Vanity  of  Human  Wishes,  1749. 
being  the  Tenth  Satire  of  Juvenal  imitated."  He,  I  believe,  compofed  it 
the  preceding  year*.  Mrs.  Johnfon,  for  the  fake  of  country  air,  had  lodgings 
at  Hampftead,  to  which  he  reforted  occafionally,  and  there  the  greateft  part> 
if  not  the  whole,  of  this  Imitation  was  written.  The  fervid  rapidity  with 
which  it  was  produced,  is  fcarcely  credible.  I  have  heard  him  fay,  that  he 
compofed  feventy  lines  of  it  in  one  day,  without  putting  one  of  them  upon 
paper  till  they  were  finiftied.  I  remember  when  I  once  regretted  to  him  that 
he  had  not  given  us  more  of  Juvenal's  Satires,  he  faid  he  probably  fhould 
give  more,  for  he  had  them,  all  in  his  head  5  by  which  I  underftood,  that  he 
had  the  originals  and  correipondent  allufions  floating  in  his  mind,  whicji  he 
could,  when  he  pleafed>  embody  and  render  permanent  without  much  labour. 
Some  of  them,  however,  he  obferved,  were  too  grofs  for  imitation. 

The  profits  of  a  fingle  poem,  however  excellent,  appear  to  have  been  very 

fmall  in  the  laft  reign,  compared  with  what  a  publication  of  the  fame  fize  has 

fince  been  known  to  yield.    I  have  mentioned,  upon  Johnfon's  own  authority, 

that  for  his  London  he  had  only  ten  guineas ;  and  now,  after  his  fame  was 

cftabiilhed,  he  got  for  his  "  Vanity  of  human  Wifhes  *'  but  five  guineas  more, 

as  is  proved  by  an  authentksk  document  in  my  pollefllon  ^. 

It 

his  laft  illnefs,  he  obtained  the  office  of  one  of  his  executors ;  in  confequence  of  wJnch,  the  book-  ^ 

fellexs  of  London  employed  him  to  pabiifh  an  edition  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  works,  and  to  write 
his  Life. 

*  Sir  John  Hawkins,  with  folemn  inaccuracy,  reprefents  this  poem  as  a  confequence  of  the 
indifferent  reception  of  his  tragedy.  But  the  faA  is»  that  the  poem  was  publilhed  on  the  9th  of 
January,  and  the  tragedy  was  not  a^d  till  the  6th  of  the  February  following. 

'  '*  Nov,  25,  174.8,   I  received  of  Mn  Dodfley  fifteen  guineas^  for  which.  I  affign  to  him  the 

"  right 
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It  will  be  obferved,  that  he  referves  to  himfelf  the  right  of  printing  one 
edition  of  this  fatire,  which  was  his  praftice  upon  occafion  of  the  fale  of  sSl 
his  writings ;  it  being  his  fixed  intention  to  publiih  at  fome  period,  for  his  own 
profit,  a  complete  colleftion  of  his  works. 

His  "  Vanity  of  human  Wilhes"  has  lefs  of  common  life,  but  more  of 
a  philolbphick  dignity  than  his  "  London."  More  readers,  therefore,  will  be 
delighted  with  the  pointed  fpirit  of  "  London,"  than  with  the  profound 
refleftion  of  "  The  Vanity  of  human  Wiihes."  Garrick,  for  inftance, 
obferved,  in  his  Iprightly  manner,  with  more  vivacity  than  regard  to  juft 
difcrimination,  as  is  ufual  with  wits,  "  When  Johnfon  lived  much  with  the 
Herveys,  and  faw  a  good  deal  of  what  was  pafling  in  life,  he  wrote  his 
*  London,*  which  is  lively  and  eafy.  When  he  became  more  retired,  he 
gave  us  his  *  Vanity  of  human  Wiflies,'  which  is  as  hard  as  Greek.  Had  he 
gone  on  to  imitate  another  fatire,  it  would  have  been  as  hard  as  Hebrew  ^." 

But  "  The  Vanity  of  human  Wiflies  "  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  beft  judges, 
as  high  an  effort  of  ethick  poetry  as  any  language  can  fliew.  The  inftances  of 
variety  of  difappointment  are  chofen  fo  judicioufly,  and  painted  fo  ftrongly, 
that,  the  moment  they  are  read,  they  bring  conviftion  to  every  thinking  mind. 
That  of  the  fcholar  muft  have  depreffed  the  too  fanguine  expedtations  of  many 
an  ambitious  ftudent '.  That  of  the  warrior,  Charles  of  Sweden,  Is,  I  think, 
as  highly  finifhed  a  pidture  as  can  poffibly  be  conceived. 

right|of  copy  of  an  Imitation  of  the  Tenth  Satire  of  Juvenal,  written  by  me ;  rcftmng  to  myfelf 
the  right  of  printing  one  edition.  Sam.  Johnso  n." 

<^ London,  29  June,  1786*  A  tnie  copy,  from  the  original  in  Dr.  Johnfon 's  hand-writing, 

"  Ja^  DoDStEV,** 

•  From  Mr.  Langton. 

'  In  this  poem  one  of  the  inftances  mentioned  of  unfortunate  learned  men  is  Lydiat : 

"  Hear  Lydiat's  life,  and  Galileo's  end.*' 

The  hiftory  of  Lydiat  being  little  known,  the  following  account  of  him  may  be  acceptable  to 
many  of  my  readers.  It  appeared  as  a  note  in  the  Supplement  to  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for 
1748,  in  which  £bme  paflages  extrad^  from  Johnfon's  poem  were  inferted,  and  it  ihould  have 
been  added  in  the  fubfequent  editions.***''  A  very  learned  divine  and  mathematician,  fellow  of 
Kew  College,  Oxon,  and  Redlor  of  Okerton,  near  Banbury.  He  wrote,  among  many  others,  a 
Latin  tieatife  " De  naturd  cceii,  i^c"  in  which  he  attacked  the  fentiments  of  Scaliger  and 
Ariftotle,  not  bearing  to  hear  it  urged,  that  fome  things  are  true  in  philofophy  and  falfe  in  dhvinit^^ 
He  made  above  600  Sermons  on  the  harmony  of  the  Evangelifts,  B^ing  unfuccefsfnl  in  publifliing 
his,wojrk8,  he  lay  in  the  prifon  of  Bocardo  at  Oxford,  and  in  the  King's  Bench,  till  Biftiop  Ufher, 
Dr.  Laud,  Sir  WiDiam  Bofwel,  and  Dr.  Pink,  rdeafed  him  by  paybg  his  debts.  He  pedtioned 
King  Charles  I.  to  be  fent  into  Ethiopia,  &c.  to  procure  MSS,  Having  fpoken  in  favour  of 
monarchy  and  bifhops,  he  was  plundered  by  the  parliament  forces,  and  twice  carried  away 
prifoner  from  his  redlory ;  and  afterwards  had  not  a  Ihirt  to  Jhift  him  in  tbce  months,  without 
he  boiTOwoi  it,  and  died  very  poor  in  1646.'* 

Were 
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Were  all  the  other  excellencies  of  this  poem  annihilated,  it  muft  ever  have  '749-                                                 ' 

our  grateful  reverence  from  its  noble  tronclufion  j  in  which  we  are  confoled  ^[^JfT^                                               ^ 

with  the  aflurance  that'happinefs  may  be  attained,  if  we  "  apply  our  hearts"  ' 

to  piety :                    '  j 


"  Where  then  ihall  hope  and  fear  their  objefts  find  ? 
**  Shall  dull  fulpenfe  corrupt  the  ftagnant  mind  ? 
^'  Muft  helplefs  man,  in  ignorance  fedate, 
**  Roll  darkling  down  the  torrent  of  his  fate  ? 
*^  Shall  no  diflike  alarm,  no  wifhes  rife, 
^  No  cries  attempt  the  mercy  of  the  fkies  ? 
^'  Enthufiaft,  ceafe  j  petitions  yet  remain, 
"  Which  heav'n  may  hear,  nor  deem  religion  vain. 
^^  Still  raifc  for  good  the  fupplicating  voice, 
^*  But  leave  to  heav'n  the  meafure  and  the  choice. 
^f  Safe  in  his  hand,  whofe  eye  difcerns  afar 
"  The  fecret  ambulh  of  a  Ipecious  pray'r  i 
"  Implore  his  aid,  in  his  decifions  reft, 
*'  Secure  whatever  he  gives  he  gives  the  beft. 
**  Yet  when  the  fenfe  of  lacred  prefence  fires, 
«'  And  ftrong  devotion  to  the  Ikies  alpires, 
*'  Pour  forth  thy  fervours  for  a  healthful  mind, 
*'  Obedient  paflions,  and  a  will  refign'd ; 
^'  For  love,  which  fcarce  coUeftive  man  can  fill, 
"  For  patience  fovereign  o'er  tranfmuted  ill  i 
"  For  faith,  which  panting  for  a  happier  feat, 
"  Counts  death  kind  Nature's  fignal  for  retreat. 
"  Thefe  gpods  for  man  the  laws  of  heaven  ordain, 
"  Thefe  goods  he  grants,  who  grants  the  power  to  gain ; 
"  With  thefe  celcftial  wifdom  calms  the  mind. 
And  makes  the  happinefs  ftie  does  not  find," 


€C 


Garrick  being  now  vefted  ,with  theatrical  power  by  being  manager  of  Drury- 
lane  thedtre,  he  kindly  and  generoufly  made  ufe  of  it  to  bring  out  Johnfon's 
tragedy,  which  had  been  long  kept  back  for  want  of  encouragement.  But  in 
this  benevolent  purpofe  he  met  with  no  fmall  difficulty  from  the  temper  of 
Johnfon,  which  could  not  brook  that  a  drama  which  he  had  formed  with  much 
ftudy,  and  had  been  obliged  to  keep  more  than  the  nine  years  of  Horace, 

P  fhould 
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ihould  be  revifed  and  altered  at  the  plcafurc  of  an  aftor.  Yet  Garrick  knew 
weD,  that  without  fome  alterations  it  would  not  he  fit  for  the  ftage.  A  violent 
dilputc  having  enfued  between  them,  Garrick  applied  to  the  Reverend  Dr. 
Taylor  to  interpofc.  Johnfon  was  at  firfl:  very  obftinate.  *'  Sir,  (faid  he) 
the  fellow  wants  me  to  make  Mahomet  run  mad,  that  be  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  tofling  his  hands  and  kicking  his  heels  *.*'  He  was,Tiowever,  at  laft> 
with  difficulty,  prevailed  on  to  comply  with  Garrick's  wilhes>  fo  as  to  allow  of 
fome  changes ;  but  ftill  there  were  not  enough. 

Dr.  Adams  was  prefent  the  firft  night  of  the  reprefentation  of  Irene,. 
and  gave  me  the  following  account :  ''  Before  the  curtain  drew  up,  there  were 
catcalls  whiftlingy  which  alarmed  Johnfon's  friends.  The  Prologue,  which  was 
written  by  himfelf  in  a  manly  ftrain,  (bothed  the  audience  *,  and  the  play  went 
oflf  tolerably  till  it  came  to  die  conclufion„  when  Mrs.  Pritchard,  the  heroine  of 
the  piece,  was  to  be  ftrangled  upon  the  ftage,  and  was  to  Ipeak  two  lines  witjt 
the  bow-ftring  round  her  neck.  The  audience  cried  out  "  Murder^,  murder.^* 
She  feveral  times  attempted  to  fpeak^  but  in  vain.  At  laft  (he  was  obliged  to 
go  oflF  the  ftage  alive."  This  paflage  was  afterwards  flruck  outj  and  fhe  was 
carried  off  to  be  put  to  death  behind  the  fcenes,  as  the  play  now  has  it.  The 
Epilogue  was  written  by  Sir  William  Young.  I  know  not  how  Johnfon's 
play  came  to  be  thus  graced  by  the  pen  of  a  perfon  then  fo  eminent  in  the 
political  world. 

'  Mahomet  was,  in  fa^,  played  byMr.  Barry,,  and  Demetrius  by  Mr»  Garrick ;  bat  probably 
at  this  time  the  parts  were  not  yet  caft. 

*  The  expreflion  ufed  by  Dr^  Adams  was  **  foothed/'  I  ihould  rather  think  the  aadience  was*^ 
tewtd  by  the  extraordinary  fpirit  and  dignity  of  the  following  lines  : 

Be  this  at  lead  his  praife,  be  this  his  pride. 

To  force  applaufe  no  modem  arts  are  tried  : 
**  Should  partial  catcalls  all  his  hopes  confound, 
"  He  bids  no  trumpet  quell  the  fatal  found ; 
**  Should  welcome  ileep  relieve  the  weaiy  wit, 
*'  He  rolls  no  thunders  o*er  the  drowfy  pit ;. 
^*  No  fnares  to  captivate  the  judgement  fpreads,. 
•*  Nor  bribes  your  eyes  to  prejudice  your  heads. 

Unmov'd,  though  witlings  fneer  and  rivals  rail. 

Studious  to  pleafe,  yet  not  alhamed  to  flil. 

He  fcoms  the  meek  addrefs,  the  fuppliant  ilrain, 
"  With  merit  needlefs,  and  without  it  vain  : 
!p.  ■  •*  In  Reafon,  Nature,  Truth,  he  dares  to  truft ; 

^  '  •'  Ye  fops  be  filent,  and  ye  wits  be  juft ! " 

J  Notwithftanding 
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Notwithftanding  all  the  lupport  of  fuch  performers  as  Garrick,  Barry,  Mrs.  i749- 
Cibber,  Mrs.  Pritchard,  and  every  advantage  of  drefs  and  decoration,  the  jEtat.  40. 
tragedy  of  Irene  did  not  pleafe  the  pubiick.  Mr.  Garrick's  zeal  carried  It 
through  for  nine  nights,  fo  that  the  authour  had  his  three  nights*  profits ;  and 
from  a  receipt  figned  by  him,  now  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  James  Dodfley,  it 
appears  that  his  friend  Mr.  Robert  Dodfley  gave  him  one  hundred  pounds  for 
the  copy,  with  his  uiual  refervation  of  the  right  of  one  edition. 

Irene,  confidered  as  a  poem,  isintitled  to  the  praife  of  fuperiour  excellence. 
Analyfed  into  parts,  it  will  furnifh  a  rich  ftore  of  noble  lentiments,  fine 
imagery,  and  beautiful  language ;  but  it  is  deficient  in  pathos,  in  that  delicate 
power  of  touching  the  human  feelings,  which  is  the  principal  end  of  the 
drama.  Indeed  Garrick  has  complained  to  me,  that  Johnfon  not  only  had 
not  the  faculty  of  producing  the  injprefEons  of  tragedy,  but  that  he  had  not 
the  fenfibility  to  perceive  them.  His  great  friend  Mr.  Walmfley's  prediftion, 
that  he  would' "  turn  out  a  fine  tragedy-writer,"  was,  therefore,  ill  founded, 
Johnfon  was  wife  enough  to  be  convinced  that  he  had  not  the  talents  necef- 
fary  to  write  fuccefsfiilly  for  the  ftage,  and  never  made  another  attempt  in  that 
Ipecies  of  compofition. 

When  afked  how  he  felt  upon  the  ill  fiiccefs  of  his  tragedy,  he  repliedj 
**  Like  the  Monument  s"  meaning  that  he  continued  firm  and  unmoved  as 
that  column.  And  let  it  be  remembered,  as  an  admonition  to  the  genus 
irritabile  of  dramatick  writers,  that  this  great  man,  inftead  of  peevilhly  com- 
plaining of  the  bad  tafte  of  the  town,  fubmitted  to  its  decifion  without  a 
murmur.  He  had,  indeed,  upon  all  occafions  a  great  deference  for  the 
general  opinion:  "  A  man  (laid  he)  who  writes  a  book,  thinks  himfelf  wifer 
or  wittier  than  the  reft  of  mankind  j  he  fuppofes  that*  he  can  inftrudt  or  amufc 
them,  and  the  pubiick  to  whom  he  appeals,  muft,  after  all,  be  the  judges  of 
his  pretenfions." 

On  occafion  of  his  pliay  being  brought  upon  the  ftage,  Johnfon  had  a  fancy 
that  as  a  dramatick  authour  his  drefs  ftiould  be  more  gay  than  what  he  ordi- 
narily wore ;  he  therefore  appeared  behind  the  fcenes,  and  even  in  one  of  the 
fide  boxes,  in  a  fcarlet  waiftcoat,  with  rich  gold  lace.  His  neceflary  attendance 
while  his  play  was  in  rehearfal,  and  during  its  performance,  brought  him 
acquainted  with-  many  of  the  performers  of  both  fexes,  which  produced  a 
more  favourable  opinion  of  their  profeflion  than  he  had  harfhly  expreffed  in 
his  Life  of  Savage.  With  fome  of  them  he  kept  up  an  acquaintance  as  long 
as  he  and  they  lived,  and  was  ever  ready  to  (hew  them  afts  of  kindnefs.  He 
for  a  confiderable  time  ufed  to  frequent  the  Green  Roomy  and  feemed  to  take 
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>  749'  delight  in  diffipating  his  gloom^  by  mixing  in  the  Iprightly  chit-chat  of  the 
^tat^  40.  niodey  circle  then  to  be  found  there.  Mr.  David  Hume  related  to  me  from 
Mr.  Garrick,  that  Johnfon  at  laft  denied  himfelf  this  amufement,  from  con- 
fiderations  of  ri^d  virtue;  faying,  "  I'll  come  no  more  behind  your  fcenes, 
David  i  for  the  filk  ftockings  and  white  bofoms  of  your  aftreffes  excite  my 
amorous  propenfities." 
1750.  In  1750  he  came  forth  in  the  charafter  for  which  he  was  eminently  qualified, 

a  majeftick  teacher  of  moral  and  religious  wifdom.  The  vehicle  which  he 
chofe  was  that  of  a  periodical  paper,  which  he  knew  had  been,  upon  former 
occafions,  employed  with  great  fuccefs.  The  Tader,  Speftator,  and  Guar- 
dian, were  the  laft  of  the  kind  publiflied  in  England,  which  had  ftood  the 
teft  of  a  long  trial  5  and  fuch  an  interval  had  now  elapfed  fince  their  publi- 
cation, as  made  him  juftly  think  that,  to  many  of  his  readers,  this  form  of 
inftruftion  would,  in  fome  degree,  have  the  advantage  of  novelty.  A  few 
days  before  die  firft  of  his  Eflays  came  out,  there  ftarted  another  competitor 
for  fame  in  the  fame  form,  under  the  ride  of  "  The  Tader  Revived,"  which 
i  believe  was  "  born  but  to  die."  Johnfon  was,  I  think,  not  very  happy  in 
the  choice  of  his  title,  "  The  Rambler,"  which  certainly  is  not  fuited  to  a 
feries  of  grave  and  moral  difcourfes ;  which  the  Italians  have  literally,  but 
ludicroufly,  tranflated  by  //  Vagabondo ;  and  which  has  been  lately  aflumed  as 
the  denomination  of  a  vehicle  of  licentious  tales,  "  The  Rambler's  Maga- 
zine." He  gave  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds  the  following  account  of  its  getting 
this  name :  "  What  muji  be  done,  Sir,  will  be  done.  When  I  was  to  begin 
publifhing  that  paper,  I  was  at  a  lofs  how  to  name  it.  I  fat  down  at  night 
upon  my  bedfide,  and  refolved  that  I  would  not  go  to  fleep  till  I  had  fixed  its 
tide.     The  Rambler  feemed  the  beft  that  occurred,  and  I  took  it '. 

With  what  devout  and  confcientious  fentiments  this  paper  was  undertaken, 
is  evidenced  by  the  following  prayer,  which  he  compofed  and  offered  up  on 
the  occafion:    "  Almighty  God,  the  giver  of  all  good  things,  without  whofe 

'  I  have  heard  Dr.  Warton  mention,  that  he  was  at  Mr.  Robert  Dodfley's  with  the  late 
Mr.  Moore,  and  feveral  others  of  his  friends*  confidering  what  (hould  be  the  name  of  the  periodical 
paper  which  Moore  had  undertaken.  Garrick  propofed  the  Sallad^  which^.by  a  curious  coinci* 
dence,  was  afterwards  applied  to  himfelf  by  Goldfroith : 

"  Our  Garrick's  a  fallad*  for  in  him  we  fee 
*'  Oil,  vinegar,  fugar,  and  faltnefs  agree ! " 

At  laft  the  company  having  feparated,  without  any  thing  of  which  they  approved  Iiaving  been 
offered,  Dodfley  himfelf  thought  of  The  Worlds 

help 
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kelp  all  labour  is  .inefFe<5lual,  and  without  whofc  grace  all  wifdom  is  folly ; 
grant,  1  befeech  Thee,  that  in  this  undertaking  thy  Holy  Spirit  may  not  be 
with-held  from  me,  but  that  I  may  promote  thy  glory,  and  the  falvation  of 
myfclf  and  others :  grant  this,  O  Lord,  for  the  fake  of  thy  fon  Jesus 
Christ.     Amen*." 

The  firft  paper  of  the  Rambler  was  publilhed  on  Tuelday  the  20th  of 
March,  1750;  and  its  authour  was  enabled  to  continue  it,  without  interrup- 
tion, every  Tuefday  and  Friday,  till  Saturday  the  17th  of  March,  1752,  on. 
which  day  it  clofed.  This  is  a  ftrong  confirmation  of  the  tiiith  of  a  remark, 
of  his,  which  I  have  had  occafion  to  quote  elfewhere  ^  that  '^  a  man  may  write 
at  any  time,  if  he  will  fet  himfelf  doggedly  to  it ;"  for,  notwithftanding  his 
conftitutional  indolence,  his  depreffion  of  fpirits,  and  his  labour  in  carrying  on  \ 
his  Dictionary,  he  anfwered  the  ftated  calls  of  the  prefs  twice  a  week  from, 
the  ftores  of  his  mind,  during  all  that  time  having  received  no  afliftance, 
except  four  billets  in  No.  10  by  Mifs  Mulfo,  now  Mrs.  Chapone;  No.  30, 
by  Mrs*  Catharine  Talbot  j  No.  97,  by  Mr.  Samuel  Richardfon,  whom 
he  defcribes  in  an  introduftory  note  as  "  An  authour  who  has  enlarged  the 
knowledge  of  human  nature,  and  taught  the  paffions  to  move  at  the  command 
of  virtue ;"  and  Numbers  44  and  100,  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Carter. 

Poller ity  will  be  aftonifhed  when  they  are  told,  upon  the  authority  of  Johnlbn 
himfelf>  that  many  of  thefe  difcourfes,  which  we  Ihould  fuppofe  had  been 
^  laboured  with  all  the  flow  attention  of  literary  leillire,  were  writen  in  hafte  as 
the  moment  preflcd,  without  even  being  read  over  by  him  before  they  were 
printed.  It  can  be  accounted  for  only  in  this  way;  that  by  reading  and  medi- 
tation, and  a  very  clofe  infpedtion  of  life,  he  had  accumulated  a  great  fund  of 
mifcellaneous  knowledge,  which,  by  a  peculiar  promptitude  of  mind,  was  ever 
ready  at  his  call,  and  which  he  had  conftantly  accuftomed  himftlf  to  clothe 
in  the  moft  apt  and  energetick  cxpreffion.  Sir  Joftiua  Reynolds  once  aflced 
him  by  what  means  he  had  attained  his  extraordinary  accuracy  and  flow  of 
language.  He  told  him,  that  he  had  early  laid  it  down  as  a  fixed  rule  to  do 
his  beft  on  every  occafion,  and  in  every  company ;  to  impart  whatever  he 
knew  in  the  moft  forcible  language  he  could  put  it  in ;  and  that  by  conftant 
praftice,  and  never  fufiering  any  carelels  exprefllons  to  efcape  him,  or  attempt-r 
ing  to  deliver  his  thoughts  without  arranging  them  in  the  cleareft  manner,  it 
became  habitual  to  him. 

Yet  he  was  not  altogether  unprepared  as  a  periodical  writer;  for  I  have  in 
my  poflfefllon  a  fmall  duodecimo  volume,    in  which  he  has  written,  in  the 

^  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p.  9,  '  Joumal.of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,  3d  edit.  p.  28. 

form. 
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1 7  JO*  form  of  Mr.  Lockers  Common-Place  Book^  a  variety  of  hints  for  eflays  on 
^tat^Ir!  different  fubjefts.  He  has  marked  upon  the  firft  blank  leaf  of  it,  "  To  the 
128th  page,  coUeftions  for  the  Rambler  ;"  and  in  another  place,  "  In  fifty- 
two  there  were  feventeen  provided  i  in  97—21  j  in  190—25."  At  a  fubfe- 
quent  period  (probably  after  the  work  was  finifhed)  he  added,  '*  In  all,  taken 
of  provided  materials,  30." 

Sir  John  Hawkins,  who  is  unlucky  upon  all  occafions,  tells  us,  that  "  this 
method  of  accumulating  intelligence  had  been  praftifed  by  Mr.  Addifon,  and 
is  humouroufly  defcribed  in  one  of  the  Speftators,  wherein  he  feigns  to  have 
droppe^  his  paper  of  notanduy  confiding  of  a  diverting  medley  of  broken 
Sentences  and  loofe  hints,  which  he  tells  us  he  had  collefted,  and  meant  to 
make  ufe  of  Much  of  the  fame  kind  is  Johnfon's  Adverfaria^.'*  But  the 
truth  is,  that  there  is  no  refemblance  at  all  between  them.  Addifon's  note 
was  a  fidtion,  in  which  unconnected  fragments  of  his  lucubrations  were  pur- 
pofely  jumbled  together,  in  as  odd  a  manner  as  he  could,  in  order  to  produce 
a  laughable  effect.  Whereas  Johnfon's  abbreviations  are  all  diftind,  and 
applicable  to  each  fubjeft  of  which  the  head  is  mentioned- 

For  inftdnce,  there  is  the  following  Ibecimen : 

"  ToutVs  Entry,  (ffc. 

"  Baxter's  account  of  things  in  which  he  had  changed  his  mind  as  he  grew 
up.  Voluminous. — ^No  wonder.-— If  every  man  was  to  tell,  or  mark,  on  how 
many  fubjefts  he  has  changed,  it  would  make  vols,  but  the  changes  not  always 
obfcrved  by  mans  fclf — From  pleafure  to  bus.  [^^;/g/i.]  to  quiet;  from 
thbughtfulnefs  to  reflect,  to  piety ;  from  dilfiparion  to  domeflic.  by  impercept, 
gradat.  but  the  change  is  certain.  Dial  non  progredi,  progreffl  ejfe  cmfpicimus. 
Look  back,  confider  what  was  thought  at  fome  dift.  period. 

"  Hope  predom.  in  youth.  Mind  not  willingly  indulges  unpleafing  thoughts. 
The  world  lies  all  cnameld  before  him,  as  a  diftant  proipe6t  fun-gilt  ^i— 
inequalities  only  found  by  coming  to  it.  Love  is  to  be  all  joy — children 
excellent-^Vzvcit  to  be  conftant— carefles  of  the  great — applaufes  of  the 
learned — ^fmiles  of  Beauty. 

"  Fear  of  difgrace — Bajhfulnefs — ^Finds  things  of  lefs  importance.  Mifcar- 
riages  forgot  like  excellencies  \ — ^if  remembered,  of  no  import.     Danger  of 

^  Hawkins's  Life  of  Johnfon,  p.  268. 

7  This  moft  beautiful  image  of  the  enchanting  delufion  of  youthful  profped  has  not  been  ufed 
in  any  of  Johnfon's  eflays. 

4  finking 
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finking  into  negligence  of  reputation.    Left  the   fear  of  dilgrace  deftroy      ^150. 

"  Confidence  in  him/elf.  Long  traft  of  life  before  him. — ^No  thought  of  fick- 
nefs.— l^mbarrafment  of  afKdrs.*— Diftrafldon  of  family. — ^Publick  calami- 
ties.— ^No  fenfe  of  the  prevalence  of  bad  habits. — ^Negligent  of  time — ready 
to  undertake— carelefs  to  purfue — all  changed  by  time. 

"  Cmfident  of  others — unfufpefting  as  unexperienced— imaginmg  himfelf 
fecure  againft  negleft,  never  imagines  they  will  venture  to  treat  him  ill.  Ready 
to  truft ;  expefting  to  be  truftcd.  Convinced  by  time  of  the  felfifhnefs,  the 
meannefs,  the  cowardice,  the  treachery  of  men. 

"  .Youth  ambitious,  as  thinking  honours  eafy  to  be  had. 

•*  Different  kinds  of  praife  purfued  at  different  periods.  Of  the  gay  in 
youth,  dang,  hurt,  &c.  defpifed. 

"  Of  the  fancy  in  manhood.  Ambit.— ftocks — ^bargains. — Of  the  wife  and 
fober  in  old  age — ferioufnefs— -formality — maxims,  but  general — only  of  the 
rich,  otherwifc  age  is  happy — ^but  at  laft  every  thing  referred  to  riches — ^no 
having  fame,  honour,  influence,  without  fubjedtion  to  caprice. 

"  Horace. 

«'  Hard  it  would  be  if  nnen  entered  life  with  the  fame  views  with  which 
they  leave  it,  or  left  as  they  enter  it. — No  hope — no  Undertaking — ^no  regard 
to  benevolence— no  fear  of  dilgrace,  &c. 

*'  Youth  to  be  taught  the  piety  of  age— age  to  retain  the  honour  of 
youth/' 

This,  it  will  be  obferved,  is  the  fketch  of  No.  196  of  the  Rambler.  I 
fliall  gratify  my  readers  with  another  ipecimen : 


cr 


Confederacies  difficult  5  wly. 


*^  Seklom  in  war  a  match  for  fingle  perfons — nor  in  peace ;  therefore  kings 
make  themfelves  abfolute.  Confederacies  in  learning— every  great  work  the 
work  of  one.  Bruy.  Scholars'  friendfhip  like  ladies.  Scribebamus,  &c.  Mart, 
The  apple  of  difcord — ^the  laurel  of  difcord— the  poverty  of  criricifm.  Swift's 
opinion  of  the  power  of  fix  geniufes  united.  That  union  fcarce  poffible. 
His  remarks  juft;— man  a  focial,  not  fteady  nature.  Drawn  to  man  by  words, 
repelled  by  paffions.  Orb  drawn  by  attraftion  rep.  [repelled^  by  cen- 
tifrugal, 

"  Common 
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"  Common  danger  unites  by  crufhing  other  paffions — ^but  they  return. 
Equality  hinders  compliance.  Superiority  produces  infolence  and  envy.  Too 
much  regard  in  each  to  private  intereft — too  litde. 

*'  The  mifchiefs  of  private  and  exclufive  focieties— the  fitnefi  of  focial 
attraction  diffufed  through  the  whole.  The  mifchiefs  of  too  partial  love  of 
our  country.     Contraction  of  moral  duties  2  (p*Xo«  v  (piX©». 

"  Every  man  moves  upon  his  own  center,  and  therefore  repels  others  from 
too  near  a  conta6t,  though  he  may  comply  with  fome  general  laws. 

«*  Of  confederacy  with  fuperiours,  every  one  knows  the  inconvenience. 
With  equals,  no  authority  i— every  man  his  own  opinion — ^his  own  intereft. 

"  Man  and  wife  hardly  united  j— -fcarce  ever  without  children.  Compu- 
tation, if  two  to  oae  againft  two,  how  many  againft  five  ?  If  confederacies 
were  eafy — ^ufelefs  j — many  opprefles  many. — If  poffible  only  to  fome,  dange- 
rous.    Principum  amicitias.*' 

Here  we  fee  the  embryo  of  No.  45  of  the  Adventurer  j  and  it  is  a  con- 
firmation of  what  I  have  mentioned,  that  the  papers  in  that  collection  marked 
T.  were  written  by  Johnfon. 

This  fcanty  preparation  of  materials  will  not,  however,  much  diminifli  our 
wonder  at  the  extraordinary  fertility  of  his  mind  i  for  the  proportion  which 
they  bear  to  the  number  of  eflays  which  he  wrote,  is  very  fmall;  and  it  is 
remarkable,  that  thofe  for  which  he  had  made  no  preparation,  are  as  rich 
and  as  highly  finiftied,  as  thofe  for  which  the  hints  were  lying  by  him.  It  is 
alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  the  papers  formed  from  his  hints  are  worked  up 
)vith  fuch  ftrength  and  elegance,  that  we  almoft  lofe  fight  of  the  hints,  which 
become  like  "drops  in  the  bucket."  Indeed,  in  fcveral  inftances,  he  has  made 
a  very  flender  ufe  of  them,  (o  that  many  of  them  remain  ftiU  unapplied  *. 

■  Sir  John  Hawkins  has  fele^ed  from  this  little  colleftion  of  materials,  what  he  calls  the 
«*  Rudiments  of  two  of  the  papers  of  the  Rambler."  But  he  has  not  been  able  to  read  the  manu- 
fcript  diftinftly.  "  Thus  he  writes,  p.  266,  "  Sailors  fate  any  manfion ;"  whereas  the  original  ia 
•«  Sailor's  life  my  averfion."  He  has  alfo  tranfcribcd  the  unappropriated  hints  on  Writers  for  breads 
in  which  he  decyphers  thcfe  notable  paflages,  one  in  hdXin,  fatut  fion  farrue^  inftead  o£  fami 
nQnfafiue\  Johnfon  having  in  his  mind  what  Thuanus  fays  of  the  learned  German  antiquary 
and  linguift,  Xy lander,  who^  he  tells  us^  lived  in  fuch  poverty,  that  he  was  fuppofed  fami  mn 
farme  fcribere ;  and  another  in  French,  Degente  defatt  ci  affame  d^ argent ^  inflead  oiDegoute  de  fame, 
(an  old  word  iotfamej  et  affame  d* argent.  The  manufcript  being  written  in  an  exceedingly  fmall 
hand,  is  indeed  very  hard  to  read ;  but  it  would  have  been  better  to  have  left  blanks  than  to  write 
^nfenfe,. 

As 
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As  the  Rambler  was  entircfy  the  work  of  one  man,  there  was,  of  courfe,  »75o- 
luch  an  uniformity  in  its  texture,  as  very  much  to  exclude  the  charm  of  ^^V. 
variety ;  and  the  grave  and  often  folemn  cafl:  of  thinking,  which  diftinguiihed 
it  from  other  periodical  papers,  made  it,  for  fome  time,  not  generally  liked. 
So  flowly  did  this  excellent  work,  of  which  twelve  editions  have  now  iflued 
from  the  prels,  gain  upon  the  world  at  large,  that  even  in  the  cbfmg  number 
the  authour  lays,  "  I  have  never  been  much  a  favourite  of  the  publick." 

Yet,  very  foon  after  its  commencement,  there  were  who  felt  and  acknow* 
ledged  its  uncommon  excellence.  Verfcs  in  its  praife  appeared  in  the  newf- 
papers ;  and  the  editor  of  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  mentions,  in  Oftober* 
Jiis  having  received  feveral  letters  to  the  fame  purpofe  from  the  learned. 
*'  The  Student,  or  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Mifcellany,"  in  which  Mr,  BonneU 
Thornton  and  Mr*  Cohnan  were  the  principal  writers,  defcribes  it  as  "  a 
work  that  exceeds  any  thing  of  the  kind  ever  publilhed  in  this  kingdom,  fome 
of  the  Speftators  excepted, — ^if  indeed  they  may  be  excepted."  And  after- 
wards, "  May  the  publick  favours  cfown  his  merits,  and  may  not  the  Englifh, 
vnder  the  auipicious  reign  o£  George  the  Second,  negleA  a  man,  who,  had 
he  li^ed  in  the  firft  century,  would  have  been  one  of  the  greateft  favourites 
of  AuGusxtJs/'  This  flattery  of  the  monarch  had  no  efFed.  It  is  too  well 
known,  that  the  fecond  George  never  was  an  Auguftu?  to  learning  or  genius, 

Johnfon  told  me,  with  an  amiable  fondnefs,  a  little  pleafmg  circumftance 
Tclative  to  this  work.  Mrs.  Johnfon,  in  whofe  judgement  and  tafte  he  had 
^reat  confidence,  laid  to  him,  after  a  fow  numbers  of  the  Rambler  had  come  I 
out,  *^  I  thought  very  well  of  you  before  ;  but  I  did  not  imagine  you 
could  have  written  any  thing  equal  to  this.*'  Diftant  praife,  from  whatever 
quarter,  is  not  fo  delightful  as  that  of  a  wife  whom  a  man  loves  and  efteems. 
Her  approbation  may  be  laid  to  "  come  honae  to  his  io/bm  s'*  and  being  fo 
Jiear,  its  effeft  is  moft  fcnfible  and  permanent. 

Mr.  James  Elphihfton,  who  has  fince  publifhed  various  works,  and  who 
was  ever  efteemcd  by  Johnfon  as  a  worthy  man,  happened  to  be  in  Scodand 
while  the  Rambler  was  coming  out  in  fuigle  papers  at  London.  With  a 
laudable  zeal  at  once  for  the  improvement  of  his  countrymen  and  the  repu- 
tation of  his  friend,  he  fuggefted  and  took  the  charge  of  an  edition  of  thofe 
E£bfs.  at  Edinburgh,  which  followed  progreffively  the  London  publication  '. 

The 

•  ft  was  executed  in  the  prmting-officc  of  Sands,  Murray,  and  Cochran,  with  uncommon 
^fegvice^  upon  wjitingpaper^  of 'a  duodecimo  fiae,  and  igith.  the  greateft  correflncfai  and  Mr. 

Q^  Elphiqjlon 


m  THR    LfFE    OP    DR.    JOHNSON: 

1750-  The  following  letter  written  at  this  time,  though  not  dated,  will  fhow  How^ 

"^m.  ±t[  ^"ch  pleafed  J ohnfon  was  with,  this  publication,  and  what  kindnefs  and  regard 
he  had  for  Mr,  Elphinfton.. 

To  Mir.  James  Elphinstok.- 
«  Dear  Sir,  [No  date.]' 

"  I  CANNOT  but  confefs  the  failures  of  017  correfpondence,  but  hope 
the  fame  regard  which  you  exprefs  for  me  on  every  other  occafion,  will  incline 
ybu  to  forgive  me,  I  am  often,  very  often,  ill ;  and,  when  I  am  well,  am 
obliged  to  work :  and,  indeed,  have  never  much  ufed  myfelf  to  pundtuality. 
You  are,  however,  not  to  make  unkind  inferences,  when  I  forbear  to  reply 
to  your  kindnefs ;  for  be  aflured,  I  never  receive  a  letter  from  you  without 
great  jpleafure,  and  a  very  warm  fenfe  of  your  generofity  and  friendlhip,  which 
I  heiartily  blame  myfelf  for  not  cultivating  with  more  care.  In  this,  as  in 
many  otHfer  cafes,  I  go  wrong,  in  oppofition  to  conviftion ;  for  I  think  foarce 
any  temporal  good  equally  to  be  defired  with  the  regard  and  familiarity  of 
worthy  men.  I  hope  we  Ihall  be  fome  time  nearer  to  each  other,  and  have  a 
more  ready  way  of  pouring  out  our  hearts. 

*«  I  am  glad-  that  you  fKll  find  encouragement  to  proceed  in  your  publi- 
cation, and  (hall  beg  the  favour  of  fix  more  volumes  to  add  to  my  former  fix, 
when  you  can,  with  any  convenience,  fend  them  me.  Plcafe  to  prefent  a  fet, . 
in  my  name,  to  Mr.  Ruddiman ',  of  whom,  I  hear,  that  his  learning  is  not 
his  higheft  excellence.  I  have  tranfcribed  the  mottos,  and  returned  them,  I 
hope  not  too  late,  of  which  I  think  many  very  happily  performed!  Mr,  Cave 
has  put  the  laft  in  the  magazine,  in  which  I  think  he  did  well.  I  beg  of  you 
to  write  fbon,  and  to  write  often,  and  to  write  long  letters,  which  I  hope  in 
time  to  repay  you  5,  but  you  muft  be  a  patient  creditor.  I  have,  however, 
this  of  gratitude,  that  I  think  of  you  with  regard,  when  I  do  not,  perhaps, 
^        give  the  proofs  which  I  ought,  of  being,  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  obliged  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

"Sam.  Johnson.'* 


Elphinfton  enriciiec)  it  with  tranflations  of  the  mottos;  When  completed,  it  made  eight  handfome 
volumes.  It  is,  unqaeftionably,  the  mofl  accurate  and  beautiful  edition  of  thia  work ;  and  there 
being  but  a  fmall  impreffion,  it  is  now  become  fcarce,  and  ieUs  at  a  very  high  price. 

"  Mr.  Thomas  Ruddiman,  the  learned  grammarian  of  Scotland,  well  known  for  his  various 
excellent  woFks,  and  for  his  accurate  editions  of  feveral  authours.  He  was  alfo  a  man  of  a  moft 
worthy  private  charadler.  His  zeal  for  the  Royal  Houfe  of  Stuart  did  not  render  him  lefs  efUmable 
in  Dr.  Johnfon's  eye* 

Some 
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Soon  after  this  he  wrote  to  the  fame  gentleman  another  letter,  upon  a 
mournful  occaflon. 

^0  Mr.  James  Elphinston. 

'^  Dear  Sir,  September  25,  1 7 JO.   . 

"YOU  have,  as  I  find  by  every  kind  of  evidence,  loft  an  excellent 
mother ;  and  I  hope  you  will  not  think  me  incapable  of  partaking  of  your 
grief.  I  have  a  mother,  now  eighty-two  years  of  age,  whom,  therefore,  I 
muft  ibon  lofe,  unlefs  it  pleafe  God  that  fhe  rather  (hould  mourn  for  me.  I 
read  the  leters  in  which  you  relate  your  mother's  death  to  Mrs.  Strahan,  and 
think  I  do  myfelf  honour,  when  I  tell  you  that  I  read  them  with  tears ;  but 
tears  are  neither  to  you  nor  to  me  of  any  further  ufe,  when  once  the  tribute 
of  nature  has  been  paid.  The  bulinefs  of  life  funrunons  us  away  from  ufelels 
griefi  and  calls  us  to  the  exercife  of  thofe  virtues  of  which  we  are  lamenting 
our  deprivation.  The  greateft  benefit  which  one  friend  can  confer  upon 
another,  is  to  guard,  and  excite,  and  elevate  his  virtues.  This  your  mother 
will  flill  perform,  if  you  diligendy  preferve  the  memory  of  her  life,  and  of 
her  death :  a  life,  fb  far  as  I  can  learn,  ufeful,  wife,  and  innocent ;  and  a  death 
refigned,  peaceful,  and  holy.  I  cannot  forbear  to  mention,  that  neither  reafbn 
nor  revelation  denies  you  to  hope,  that  you  may  increafe  her  happincls  by  obey- 
ing her  precepts ;  and  that  fhe  may  in  her  prefent  ftate  look  with  pleafure  upon 
every  aft  of  virtue  to  which  her  inftrudtions  or  example  have  contributed* 

Whether  this  be  more  than  a  pleafing  dream,  or  a  juft  opinion  of  feparate  fpirits,  ' 

is,  indeed,  of  no  great  importance  to  us,  when  we  confider  ourfelves  as  afting 
under  the  eye  of  God  :  yet,  furely,  there  is  fomething  pleafing  in  the  belief 
that  our  feparation  from  thofe  whom  we  love  is  merely  corporeal ;  and  it  may 
be  a  great  incitement  to  virtuous  friendfhip,  if  it  can  be  made  probable,  that 
that  union  that  has  received  the  divine  approbation  fhall  continue  to  eternity. 

*'  There  is  one  expedient  by  which  you  may,  in  fbme  degree,  continue  her 
prefence.     If  you  write  down  minutely  what  you  remember  of  her  from  your  • 

earlieft  years,  you  will  read  it  with   great  pleafure,    and  receive  from  it  * 

many  hints  of  foothing  reolleftion,  when  time  fhall  remove  her  yet  farther 

from  you,  and  your  grief  fhall  be  matured  to  veneration.     To  this,  however  } 

painful  for  the  prefent^  I  cannot  but  advife  you,  as  to  a  fource  of  comfort  and  \ 

fatisfaftion  in  the  time  to  come ;  for  all  comfort  and  all  fatisfadion  is  fincerely 
viihed  you  by,  dear  Sir, 

'^  Your  moft  obliged,  moft  obedient, 

<^  And  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  Sam.  Johnson. 
Q^a  The 
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^1S^'         The  Rambler  has  increaied  in  &me  as  in  age.     Soon  afcer  its  firft  foiid* 
Mm~jLi.  edition  was  concluded,    it  was  publiflied  in  four  odavo  vohunes;  and  its 
authour  lived  to  fee  ten  numerous  editions  of  it  in  London,  befidc  thofe  of 
Ireland  and  Scotland. 

m 

I  profefs  myfelf  to  have  ever  entertained  a  profound  veneration  for  the 
aftonifliing  force  arid  vivacity  of  mind,  which  the  Rambler  exhibits.  That 
Johnfon  had  penetration  enough  to  fee,  and  feeing  woiald  not  di%uife  the- 
general  mifery  of  man  in  this  ftate  of  being,  may  have  given  rife  to  the  fuper- 
ficial  notion  of  his  being  too  ftem  a  philofopher.  But  men  of  refleftion  will  be 
fenfiWe  that  he  has  given  a  true  reprefcntation  of  human  exifterice,  and  that  he 
has,  at  the*  fame  time,  with  a  generous  benevolence,  displayed  every  confolarion 
which  our  ftate  affords  us ;  not  only  thofe  arifing  from  the  hopes  of  futurity^ 
but  fuch  as  may  be  attained  in  the  immediate  progrefs  through  life.  He  has* 
not  deprefled  the  foul  to  defpondency  and  indifference..  He  has  every  where 
inculcated  ftudy,  labour,  and  exertion.  Nay,  he  has  Ihewn,  in  a  very  odious^ 
light,  a  man  whofe  praftice  is  to  go  about  darkening  the  views  of  others,,  by^ 
perpetual  complaints  of  evil,  and  awakening  thofe  confiderations  of  danger 
and  difh-efs,  which  are,  for  the  moft  part,  lulled  into  a  quiet  oblivion.,  This 
he  has  done  very  ftrongly  in  his  charafter  of  Sulpirius  *„  from  which  Goldfmith. 
took  that  of  Croaker,  in  his  comedy  of  "  The  Good-natured  Man,"  as 
Johnfon  told  me  he  acknowledged  to  him,  and  which  is,  indeed,  very, 
obvious. 

To  point  out  the  numerous  fiibjedbs  which  the  Rambler  treats  with  a  dig- 
nity and  perfpicuity  which  are  there  united  in  a  manner  which  we  fhall  in  vain, 
look  for  any  where  elfe,  would  take  up  too  large  a  portion  of  my  book,  and 
would,  I  truft,  be  fuperfluous,  confidering  how  univerfally  diofe  volumes  are 
now  diffeminated.  Even  the  nwft  condenfed  and  brilliant  fentences  which, 
they  contain,  and  which  have  very  properly  been  felefted  under  the  name 
of  **  Beauties  ',*^  are  of  confiderable  bulk.  But  I  may  fhortly  obferve> 
that  the  Rambler  furnifhes  fuch^an  affemblage  of  difcourfes  on  praftical 
religion  and  moral  duty,  of  critical  inveftigations>  and  allegorical  and  oriental 

*  No.  55. 

^  Dr.  Johnfon  was  gratifed  by  feeing  this  fele6tion,  and  wrote  to  Nfr.  Keacfley,  bookfeUer  in 
Fleet-ftreet^  the  following  note  : 

*'  Mr.  Johnfon  fends  compliments  to  Mr.  Kearfley,  and  begs  the  favour  of  feeing  him  as  fooft 
as  he  can.    Mr.  Kearfley  is  defired  to  bring  with  him  the  laft  edition  of  what  he  has  honoured 
with  the  name  of  fi s  a  u  t  i  es. '' 
••  May  20,  itSz." 

talesj 
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talcs,  that  no  mind  can  be  thought  very  deficient  that  has,  by  conftaait  ftody  and  m7P- 
meditation,  aflfimilated  to  itfelf  all  diat  may  be  found  there*  No.  7,  written  ^tat'.  4u 
in  Paffion-week  on  abftraddon  and  felf-^xamination,  and  No.  no,  on  peni- 
tence and  the  placability  of  the  DiTine  Nature,  cannot  be  too  often  read. 
No.  54,  on  the  efFeft  which  the  death  of  a  friend  fhould  have  upon  us,  though 
rather  too  dilpiriting,  may  be  occafionally  very  medicinal  to  the  mind.  Every 
one  muft  fuppofe  the  writer  to  have  been  deeply  imprefled  by  a  real  fcene  j  but  he 
told  me  that  was  not  the  cafe,  which  Ikews  how  well  his  fancy  could  conduft 
him  to  the  houfe  of  mourning.  Some  of  thefe  more  fokmn  p^)ers,  I  doubt 
not,  parricuiarly  attracted  the  notice  of  Dr.  Young,  the  authour  of  "  The  Night 
Thoughts,"  of  whom  my  eftimarion  is  luch,  as  to  reckon  his  applaute 
an  honour  even  to  Johnfbn.  I  have  fcen  fome  volumes  of  Dr.  Young's  copy 
of  the  Rambler,  in  which  he  has  marked  the  paflagcs  which  he  thought 
particularly  excellent,  by .  folding  down  a  comer  of  the  page ;  and  fuch  as  he 
rated  in  a  lliper-eminent  degree,  arc  marked  by  double  folds.  I  am  forry  that 
feme  of  the  volumes  are  loft.  Johnfon  was  pkafed  when  told  of  the  minute 
attention  with  which  Young  had  fignified  his  approbation  of  his  Eflays. 

I  wiH  venture  to  lay,  that  in  no  writings  whatever  can  be  found  more  iark 
and  Jiedfir  the  f^mdy  if  I  may  ufe  die  expreflion;  more  that  can  brace  and 
invigorate  every  muniy  and  noble  fentiment.  No.  ja  on  patience,  even 
tmder  extreme  mifery,  is  wonderfully  lofty,  and  as  much  above  the  rant  of 
floicifm,  as  the  Sim  of  Revelation  is  brighter  than  the  twilight  of  Pagan  phi- 
lofophy.  I  never  read  the  following  lentence  without  feeling  my  frame  thrill : 
•*  I  think  there  is  fome  reafon  for  queftioning  whether  the  body  and  mind^ 
are  not  fo  proportioned,  that  the  one  can  bear  all  which  can  be  inflifted  on 
the  other  i  whether  virtue  cannot  ftand  its  ground  as  long  as  life,,  and  whether 
a  foul  well  principled  will  not  be  fooner  feparated  than  fubdued." 

Though  inftru6lion  be  the  predominant  purpofe  of  the  Rambler,  yet  it  is 
enlivened  with  a  confiderable  portion  of  amufement.  Nothing  can  be  more 
erroneous  than  the  notion  which  fome  perfons  have  entertained,  that  Johnfon 
was  then  a  retired  authour,  ignorant  of  the  world  j  and,  of  confequence,  that 
he  wrote  only  from  his  imagination  when  he  defcribed  charafters  and  manners. 
He  faid  to  me,  that  before  he  wrote  that  work,  he  had  been  "  running  about 
die  world,"  as  he  expreflfed  it,  more  than  almofV  any  body ;  and  I  have  heard 
him  relate,  with  much  fatisfa6tion,  that  feveral  of  the  charafters  in  the 
Rambler  were  drawn  fo  naturally,  that  when  it  firft  circulated  in  numbers,  a 
club  in  one  oi  the  towns  in  Eflex  imagined  themfelves  to  be  feverally  exhihitcd 
in  it,  and  were  much  incenfed  a^ainft  a  perfon  who,  they  fulpefted,  had  thus 
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»7S®-  made  them  objefts  of  publick  notice;  nor  were  they  qaieted  till  authentick 
^tat.41.  ^fllirance  was  ^ven  them,  that  the  Rambler  was  written  by  a  perfon  who  had 
^ever  heard  of  any  one  of  them.  Some  of  the  charadkers  are  believed  to  have 
been  aftually  drawn  from  the  life,  particvilarly  that  of  Profpero  from  Garrick, 
who  never  entirely  forgave  its  pointed  fatire-  For  inllances  of  fertility  of 
fancy,  and  accurate  defcription  of  real  life,  I  appeal  to  No.  1 9,  a  man  who 
wanders  from  one  profeffion  to  another,  with  moft  plaufible  reafons  for  every 
change.  N0.  34,  female  faftidioufneis  and  timorous  refinement.  No.  8  a,  a 
Virtuofo  who  has  collefted  curiofities.  No,  88,  petty  modes  of  entertaining  a 
company,  and  conciliating  kindnefs.  No.  1 8  2|  fortune-hunting.  No.  1 94 —  1 95, 
a  tutor's  account  of  the  fojlies  of  his  pupil.  No.  197 — 198,  legacy-hunting. 
f  He  has  given  a  Ipecimen  of  his  nice  obiervation  of  the  mere  external  appear^ 
ances  of  life,  in  this  paflage  in  No.  179,  againft  afie£bation,  that  frequent  and 
moft  difgufting  quality :  "  He  that  ftands  to  contemplate  the  crouds  that  fill 
the  ftreets  of  a  populous  city,  will  fee  many  paflengers  whofe  air  and  motion 
it  will  be  difficult  to  behold  without  cojntempt  and  laughter;  but  if  he  examine 
what  are  the  appearances  diat  thus  powerfully  excite  his  rifibility,  he  will  find 
among  them  neither  poverty  nor  difeafe,  nor  any  involuntary  or  painfiil  defeft. 
The  diipolition  to  derifion  and  infult,  is  awakened  by  the  foftnefs  of  foppery, 
the  Iwell  of  infolcnce^  the  livelinefs  of  levity,  or  the  folemnity  of  grandeur  ; 
by  the  Iprightly  trip,  the  ftately  ftalk,  the  formal  ftrut,  and  the  lofty  mien ; 
by  geftures  intended  to  catch  the  eye,  and  by  looks  elaborately  formed  as 
evidences  of  importance." 

Every  page  of  the  Rambler  fliews  a  mind  teeming  with  claflical  allufion 
^d  poetical  imagery :  illuftrations  from  other  writers  are,  upon  all  occafions, 
fo  ready,  and  mingle  fo  eafily  in  his  periods,  that  the  whole  appears  of  one 
uniform  vivid  texture. 

The  ftyle  of  this  work  has  been  cenfured  by  fome  fhallow  criticks  as 
involved  and  turgid,  and  abounding  with  antiquated  and  hard  words.  So  ill 
founded  is  the  firft  part  of  this  objection,  that  I  will  challenge  all  who  may 
honour  this  book  with  a  perufal,  to  point  out  any  Englifh  writer  whofe  lan- 
guage conveys  his  meaning  with  equal  force  and  peripicuity.  It  muft,  in* 
deed,  be  allowed,  that  the  ftru6turc  of  his  fentences  is  expanded,  and 
often  has  fomewhat  of  the  inverfion  of  Latin  j  and  that  he  delighted  to  ex- 
prefs  familiar  thoughts  in  philofophical  language ;  being  in  this  the  reverfe  of 
Socrates,  who,  it  was  faid,  reduced  philofophy  to  the  fimplicity  of  common 
Jife.  But  let  us  attend  to  what  he  himfelif  fays  in  his  concluding  paper ; 
^*  When  conunon  words  were  lefs  plcafing  to  the  ear,  or  Icfs  diftinft  in  their 

fignification^ 
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fignification,  I  have  ^itiiliarifed  the  terms  of  philofophy,  by  applying  them  to  »7io- 
popular  ideas*."  And^  as  to  the  fccond  part  of  this  objedtion,  upon  a  late  ^tat.  4r 
careful  revifion  of  the  work,  I  can  with  confidence  fay,  that  it  is  amazing 
how  few  of  thofe  words,  for  which  it  has  been  unjuftly  charafterifed,  are 
aftually  to  be  found  in  it  i  I  am  fure,  not  the  proportion  of  one  to  each 
paper.  This  idle  charge  has  been  echoed  from  one  babbler  to  another,  who 
have  confounded  Johnifbn's  Eflays  with  Johnfon*s  Didtionary ;  and  becaufe 
he  thought  it  right  in  a  Lexicon  of  our  language  to  coUefl:  many  words 
which  had  fallen  into  difufe,  but  were  fupported  by  great  authorities,  it 
has  been  imagined  that  all  of  thefe  have  been  interwoven  into  his  own 
compofitions.  That  fome  of  them  have  been  adopted  by  him  unneceffarily,, 
may,  perhaps,  be  allowed ;  but,  in  general  they  are  evidently  an  advantage, 
for  without  them  his  ftately  ideas  would  be  confined  and  cramped.  ^  He  that 
thinks  with  more  extent  than  another^  will  want  words  of  larger  meaning  *.'* 
He  once  told  me,  that  he  had  formed  his  flyie  upon  that  of  Sir  William 
Temple,  and  upon  Chambers*s  Propofal  for  his  Diftionary.  He  certainly  was 
miftaken ;  or  if  he  imagined  at  firft  that  he  was  imitating  Temple,  he  was 
very  unfucceJ&ful  i  for  nothing  can  be  more  unlike  than  the  fimplicity  of 
Temple,  and  the  richnefs  of  Johnfon.  Their  flyles  differ  as  plain  cloth  and 
brocade.  Temple,  indeed,  (eems  equally  erroneous  in  ftippofing  that  he 
himielf  had  formed  his  ftyle  upon  Sandys's  Hiltory  of  all  Religions. 

The  flyle  of  Johnfon  Was,  undoubtedly,  much  formed  upon  that  of  the 
great  writers  in  the  lafl  century.  Hooker,  Bacon,  Sanderfon,  Hakewell,. 
and  others;  thofe  "  Giants,'*  as  they  were  well  charafterifed  by  one  whofe; 
authority,  were  I  to  name  him,  would  flamp  a  reverence  on  the  opinion. 

We  may,  with  the  utmoft  propriety,  apply  to  his  learned  flyle  that  paffage- 
of  Horace,  a  part  of  which  he  has  tsdcen  as  the  motto  to  his  DifHonary : 

^  Cum  tabulis  animum  cenforis  Jumet  bmejli : 

Audebit  quacumque  farum-J^lendoris  bahehunt 

Et  fine  fondere  erunt,  et  bonore  indigna  ferentury, 
^'  Verba  tnovere  loco,  quanms  invita  recedanty 

Et  verjentur  adbuc  intra  penetralia  Vefta. 

Obfcurata  diu- papula  bonus  eruet,  atque        . 
"  Profsret  m  lucem  Jpeciofa  vaeabula  rerum,, 

^  Yet  hift  ftyle  did  not  efcape  the  harmUfs  ihafts  of  pleafant  humour ;  for  the  ingenious  Bbnnell' 
Thornton  publiihed  a  mock  Rambkc  ia  the  Draiy-Iane  Jounud* 
'  Idkr,  No.  70, 


U 
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^  ^^  prifcis  memorata  Catcniius  atque  Cetbegisp 

^  Nimcjitmifformispremitetdefertavetuftas: 

"  Adjcifcet  ntmay  qu^  genitor  froduxirit  nfus : 

^^  Vebimensy  ei  lifuidus,  puroqui  famllmm  amni^ 

*^  Fundet  opes  Latiumque  beabif  divite  lingud\'* 

m 

To  fo  great  a  mafter  of  thinking,  to  one  of  fuch  vaft  and  various  know^ 
kdge  as  Johnfon^  might  have  been  aUowed  a  liberal  indulgence  of  that  tkenoe 
vihkh  Horace  claims  in  another  place  :  '' 
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Si  forte  neceffe  efi 


hidkUs  fBonfirare  recentibus  abdUa  reram^ 
Fingers  dnSutis  nm  exaudita  Cefhegis 
Conimgety  daHturguelkentiaJkmpta  pudenitr: 
Et  novafiQofue  nuper  babebunt  verba  Jidemfi 
Grace  fente  cadanf^  parce  detorta.     ^id  autem 
Cecilio  Plautoque  dabU  RwtanuSi  ademptum 
VirgUio  Variopie  ?    Ego  cufy  acqnirere  pmcca    , 
Si  poJufHy  invidecr  i  am  lingua  Cairns  et  Emi 
Sermmem  patrium  ditaverity  et  ntrva  terwn 
Nomina  pretulerit  ?     Ucuit  femperque  licebit 
Signatum  pr^efsnM  natd  prodtuere  nomen  ^'*    • 


Yet  Johnibn  afiured  me>  that  he  had  not  taken  upon  him  to.  add  more  than 
four  or  five  words  to  the  Englifh  lai^age,  of  his  own  formation  ;  and  he  was 
very  much  offended  at  the  general  licence  by  no  means  *^  nv)deftly  taken*"  in 
his  time^  not  only  to  coin  new  wordsj  but  to  ufe  many  word3  in  fenfes 
quite  different  from  their  eftabliflied  meaning,  and  thofe  frequendy  veiy 
fantaftical- 

Sir  Thomas  Brown,  whofe  life  Johnfon  wrote,  was  remarkably  fond  of 
Anglo-Latian  diftion ;  and  to  his  example  we  are  to  afcribe  Johnfon*s  fome- 
times  indulging  himfelf  in  this  kind  of  phrafeology%  Johnfon's  comprehenfion 

«  Horat.  EpilL  Lib.  H.  Epift.  li..  »  Horat.  De  Arte  PocticSi 

■  The  obfervsition  of  his  having^  hnitated  Sir  Tfaonas  Brown  has  been  made  by  many  people; 

and  lately  it  has  been  iniifted  on  and  illuftrated  by  a  variety  of  quotations  from  Brown  in  one 

of  the  popular  EiTays  written  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Knox,  ma^  of  Tnnbridge  ichool^  whom 

I  have  fet  down  in  my  lift  of  thofe  who  hare  fometimes  nei  unfoccdsfally  imitated  Dc  Johnfon's 
ftylc. 

of 
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cf  mind  was  the  mould  for  his  language.  Had  his  conceptions  been  nar-  '7P« 
rower,  his  expreffioa  would  have  been  eafier.  His  fcntences  have  a  dignified  ^J2f]^ 
march ;  and,  it  is  certain,  that  his  example  has  given  a  general  elevation  to 
the  language  of  his  country,  for  many  of  our  bell  writers  have  approached 
very  near  to  him ;  and,  from  the  influence  which  he  has  had  upon  our  compo- 
fition,  fc^cely  any  thing  is  written  now  that  is  not  better  exprefled  than  was 
ullial  before  he  appeared  to  lead  the  national  tafte. 

This  circumftance,  the  truth  of  which  muft  ftrike  every  critical  reader,  has 
been  fo  happily  enforced  by  Mr.  Courtenay,  in  his  "  Moral  and  Literary 
Charafter  of  Dr.  Johnfon,''  that  I  cannot  prevail  on  myfelf  to  withhold  it, 
notwithftanding  his,  perhaps,  too  great  partiality  for  one  of  his  friends : 

"  By  Nature's  ^fts  ordain'd  mankind  to  rule, 
^  He,  like  a  Titian,  form'd  his  brilliant  fchool ; 
*^  And  taught  congenial  fpirits  to  excel, 
"  While  from  his  lips  impreflive  wildom  fell. 
"  Our  boafted  Goldsmith  fek  the  fovercign  (wayr 
^'  From  him  deriv'd  the  Iweet,  yet  nervous  lay. 
**  To  Fame's  proud  cliff  he  bade  our  Raphael  rife ; 
•  "  Hence  Reynolds'  pen  with  Reynolds*  pencil  vies. 
*'  With  Johnlbn's  flame  melodious  Burney  glows, 
«'  While  the  grand  ftratn  in  finoother  cadence  flows. 
^*  And  you,  Malone,  to  critick  learning  dear, 
"  Correct  and  elegant,  rcfin'd,  though  clear, 
"  By  ftudying  him,  acquired  that  clafllck  tafl:e, 
*'  Which  high  in  Shaklpeare's  fane  thy  flatue  placed. 
**  Near  Johnfbn  Steevens  ft:ands,  on  fcenick  ground, 
^*  Acute,  laborious,  fertile,  and  profound. 
^*  Ingenious  Hawkesworth  to  this  fchool  we  owe, 
"  And  fcarce  the  pupil  from  the  tutor  know. 

Here  early  parts  accomplifh'd  Jones  fublimes. 

And  fcience  blends  with  Alia's  lofty  rhymes : 

Harmonious  Jones  !  who  in  his  fplendid  (bains 
*'  Sings  Camdeo's  Iports,  on  Agra's  flowery  plains  5 
"  In  Hindu  fidions  while  we  fondly  trace 
^'  Love  and  the  Muies,  deck'd  with  Atrick  grace*    • 

R  ^'  Amid 
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Amid  thcfc  names  can  Boswell  be  forgot. 

Scarce  by  North  Britons  now  cftecm'd  a  Scot^  ? 

Who  to  the  iage  devoted  from  his  youth> 

Imbib'd  from  him  the  Ikcred  love  of  truth ; 

The  keen  refearch,  the  exercife  of  mind. 

And  that  beft  art>  the  art  to  know  mankind.-—* 

Nor  was  his  energy  confined  alone 

To  friends  around  his  philofbphick  throne ; 

Ls  influence  wide  improved  our  kttir'd  ijle. 

And  lucid  vigour  marked  the  general  ftyle : 

As  Nile's  proud  waves,  fwol'n  from  their  oozy  bed, 

Firft  o*er  the  neighbouring  meads  majefUck  fpread ; 

Till  gathering  force,  they  more  and  more  escpand, 

And  with  new  virtue  fertilife  the  land.'* 


Johnfon's  language,  however,  mull  be  allowed  to  be  too  mafculine  for  the 
delicate  gendenefs  of  female  writing.  His  ladies,  thereforc>  feem  ftrangely 
formal,  even  to  ridicule  j  and  feem  well  denominated  by  the  names  which  he 
has  given  them,  as,  Mifella,  Zozima,  Properanda,  Rhodoclia. 

It  has  of  late  been  the  fafhion  to  compare  the  flyle  of  Addiibn  and  Johnibn^ 
and  to  depreciate,  I  think  very  unjuftly,  the  ftyle  of  Addifon  as  nervelcfs  and 
feeble,  becaufe  it  has  not  the  ftrcngth  and  ener^  of  that  of  Johnfon.  Their 
profe  may  be  balanced  like  the  poetry  of  Drydcn  and  Pope.  Both  arc 
excellent,  though  in  different  ways.  Addifon  writes  with  the  eafe  of  a  gen- 
tleman. His  readers  fancy  that  a  wife  and  accompliihed  companion  is  talking 
to  them,  fo  that  he  infinuates  his  fentiments  and  tafte  into  their  minds  by  an 
imperceptible  influence.  Johnlpn  writes  like  a  teacher.  He  dictates  to  hia 
readers  as  if  from  an  academical  chair*  They  attend  with  awe  ^d  admi- 
ration i    and  his  precepts  arc  impreffed  upon  them  by  his  commanding 

'  The  following  obfeFvation  in  Mr.  Bofwell's  Journal  of  a  Tour^to  ihi  Hebrides  may  fuffi- 
ciently  account  for*  that  gentleman's  being  •*  now  fcarcely  efteera*dV  Scot"  by  many  of  his 
countrymen  :  **  If|be  [Dr.  Johnfon]  was  particularly  prejudiced  againi^ilie  Stots,  it  was  becaufe 
they  were  more  in  his  way  ;  becauie  he  thought  their  fucceis  in  England  li^heF  exceeded  the  due 
proportion  of  their  real  merit ;  and  becaufe  he  could  not  but  fee  io  them  that  nationality  which, 
I  believe,  no  liberal-minded  Scotchnian  will  deny."  Mn  Bofwell,  indeed^  is  fo  free  fiom  national, 
prejudices^  that  he  might  with  equal  propriety  have  been  defcribed  as*- 

•♦  Scarce  by  South  Britons  now  cfteera'd  a  Scot." 

COVRTKNAY. 


eloquence,. 
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doquencc  Addifon's  ftjrJe,  like  a  light  wine,  pleafes  every  body  from  the  KS^- 
firft.  Johnlbn's,  like  a  liquor  of  more  body,  feems  too  ftrong  at  firft,  but,  by  ^^[JfT^ 
degrees,  is  highly  reliihed ;  and  fuch  is  the  melody  of  his  periods,  fo  much  do 
they  captivate  the  ear,  and  ieize  upon  the  i^ention,  that  there  is  fcarcely  any 
writer,  however  inconfiderabk,  who  does  not  aim,  in  fome  degree,  at  the  fame 
Ipecies  of  excellence.  But  let  us  not  ungratefully  undervalue  that  beautiful 
ftyle,  which  has  pleafingly  conveyed  to  us  much  inftruftion  and  entertainment. 
Though  comparatively  weak,  when  oppofed  to  Johnfon's  Herculean  vigour, 
let  us  not  call  it  pofitively  feeble.  Let  us  remember  the  charafter  of  his 
ftyle,  as  given  by  Johnfon  himfclf :  **  What  he  attempted,  he  performed;  he 
is  never  feeble,  and  he  did  not  wilh  to  be  energetick ;  he  is  never  rapid,  and 
he  never  ftagnates.  His  fentences  have  neither  ftudied  amplitude,  nor  afFefted 
brevity:  his  periods,  though  not  diligendy  rounded,  are  voluble  and  eafy. 
Whoev-er  wiflies  to  attain  an  Englifli  ftyle^  familiar  but  not  coarfe,  and  elegant 
but  not  oftentatious^  muft  give  his  days  and  nights  to  the  volumes  of  , 
Addifon  \" 

Though  the  Rambler  was  not  concluded  till  the  year  175a,  I  fhall,  under 
this  year,  fay  all  that  I  have  to  obferve  upon  it.  Some  of  the  tranflations  of 
the  mottos  by  himfclf,  are  admirably  done.  He  acknowledges  to  have 
received  "  elegant  tranflations  "  of  many  of  them  from  Mr.  James  Elphinftona 
and  fome  are  very  happily  tranflated  by  a  Mr.  F.  Lewisy  of  whom  I  ntytr 
heard  more,  except  that  Johnibn  thus  defcribed  him  to  Mr.  Malone :  "  Sir> 
he  lived  in  London,  and  hung  loofe  upon  fociety."  The  concluding  paper 
of  his  Rambler  is  at  once  dignified  and  pathetick.  I  cannot,  however,  but 
wifli,  that  he  had  not  ended  it^Vith  .an  unneceflary  Greek  verfe,  tranflated 
alfo  into  an  Englifli  couplet.  It  is  too  much  like  the  conceit  of  thofe  drama- 
tick  poets,  who  ufed  to  conclude  each  aft  with  a  rhyme  i  and  the  exprefllon  in 
the  firft  line  of  his  couplet,  **  Cel^ial  powers ,*  though  proper  in  Pagan  poetry, 
is  ill  fuited  to  Chriftianity,  witH  a  conformity  to  which  he  confoles  himfelf. 
How  much  better  would  it  have  been,  to.have  ended  with  the  profe  fentence, 
^*  I  fliall  never  wvy  the  honours  which^wit  and  learning  obtain  in  any  other 
cauft,  if  I  can  be  numbered  among  the  writers  who  have  given  ardour  to 
virtue,  a^d  confidence  fo  truth." 

His  friend  Dr.  Birch  being  now  engaged  m  preparing  an  edition  of  Raleigh's 
fmaller  pieces,-.  Dr.  Johnfon  wrote  the  following  letter  to  that  gendeman : 

'  I  (hall  probably,  in  another,  work*  maintain  the  merit  of  Addifon's  poetry^  which  has  been 
very  unjuftly  depreciated^ 

/  R2  5^^ 
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To  Dr.  Birch. 

•t  5j j^  Gough-fqaate^  May  it,  1750*^ 

"  KNOWING  that  you  are  now  preparing  to  favour  the  publick 
with  a  new  edition  of  Raleigh's  mifcellaneous  pieces,  I  have  taken  the  li\)erty 
to  fend  you  a  Manufcript,  which  fell  by  chance  within  my  notice.  I  perceive 
no  proofs  of  forgery  in  my  examination  of  it ;  and  the  owner  tells  me,  that, 
as  he  has  heard,  the  hand-writing  is  Sir  Walter's.  If  you  fhould  find  reafon 
to-  conclude  it  genuine,  it  will  be  a  kindnefs  to  the  owner,  a  blind  perfon  %  to 
recommend  it  to  the  bookfellers.    I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

**  Sam.  Johnson." 

His  juft  abhorrence  of  Milton's  political  notions  was  ever  ftrong.  But  this 
did  not  prevent  his  warm  admiration  of  Milton's  gre^t  poetical  merit,  to  which 
he  has  done  illuftrious  juftice,  beyond  all  who  have  written  upon  the  fubjeft. 
And  this  year  he  not  only  wrote  a  Prologue,  whicli  was  i|)oken  by  Mn 
Garrick  before  the  afting  of  Comus  at  Drury-lane  theatre,  for  the  benefit  of 
Milton*s  grand-daughter,  but  took  a  very  zealous  intereft  in  the  fuccefs  of  the 
charity.  On  the  day  preceding  the  performance,  he  publiihed  the  following 
letter  in  the. *^ General  Advertifer,"  addrefled  to  the  printer  of  that  paper: 

''  Sir-, 

"  THAT  a  certain  degree  of  reputation  is  acquired  merely  by. 
approving  the  works  of  genius,  and  teftifying  a  regard  to  the  memory  of 
authours,  is  a  tnith  too  evident  to  be  be  denied ;  and  therefore  to  enfure  a 
participation  of  fame  with  a  celebrated  poet,  many  who  would,  perhaps,  have 
contributed  to  £f arve  htm  when  alive,  have  heaped  expenfive  pageants  upon 
his  grave. 

^  Ft  muft,  indeed,  be  cdnfefled,.  that  this  method  of  becoming  known  ta 
pofterity  with  honour  is  peculiar  to  the  great,  or  at  leaft  to  the  wealthy }  but 
an  opportunity  now  offers  for  almoft  every  individual  to  fecurc  the  praife  of 
paying  a  juftr  regard  to  the  illuftrious  dead,  united  with  the  pleafure  of  doing 
good  to  the  living.  To  afTift  illuftrious  indigence,  ftruggling  widi  diftrefa 
and  debilitated  by  age,  is  a  difplay  of  virtue,  and  an  acquifxtion  of  happinefa 
and  honour* 

^  JMr3.  Williams  is  probably  the  perfon  meant. 

"  Whocvcr> 
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^'  Whoever^  then,  would  be  thought  capable  of  plealure  in  reading  the  »7Jo- 
works  of  our  incomparable  Milton,  and  not  fo  deftitute  of  gratitude  as  to  jg^x.  41. 
refiife  to  lay  out  a  trifle  in  rational  and  elegant  entertainment  for  the  benefit  of 
his  living  remains,  for  the  exercife  of  their  own  virtue,  the  increafe  of  their 
reputation,  and  the  pleafing  confciouihefs  of  doing  good,  Ihould  appear  at 
Drury-lane  theatre  to-morrow,  April  5,  when  Comus  will  be  performed  for 
the  benefit  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Fofter,  grand-daughter  to  the  authour,  and  the 
only  furviving  branch  of  his  family, 

**  N.  B.  There  will  be  a  new  prologue  on  the  occafion,  written  by  the 
authour  of  Irene,  and  fpoken  by  Mr.  Garrick  j  and,  by  particular  defire, 
there  will  be  added  to  the  Mafque  a  dramatick  fatire,  called  Lethe,  in  which 
Mr.  Garrick  will  perform." 

In  175 1  we  are  to  confxder  him  as  carrymg  on  both  his  Diftionary  and  1751*^ 
Rambler.  But  he  alfo  wrote  "  The  Life  of  Cheynel,*"  in  the  mifcellany 
called  "  The  Student;"  and  the  Heverend  Dr.  Douglas  having,  with  uncom- 
mon acutenefs,  clearly  detefted  a  grofs  forgery  and  impofition  upon  the  publick 
by  William  Lauder,  a  Scotch  fchoolmaftcr,  who  had,  with  equal  impudence 
and  ingenuity,  reprefented  Milton  as  a  plagiary  from  certain  modern  Latin 
poets,  Johnfon,  who  had  been  fo  far  impofed  upon  as  to  furnifh  a  Preface 
and  Poftfcript  to  his  work,  now  diftated  a  letter  for  Lauder,  addrefled  to  Dr. 
Douglas,  acknowledging  his  fraud  in  terms  of  fuitable  contrition '. 

This  extraordinary  attempt  of  Lauder  was  no  fudden  effort.  He  had 
brooded  over  it  for  many  years ;  and  to  this  hour  it  is  uncertain  what  his 
principal  motive  was,  unleis  it  were  a  vain  notion  of  his  fuperiority,  in  being 
able,  by  whatever  means,  to  deceive  mankind.  To  effeft  this,  he  produced 
certain  paffages  from  Grotius,  Mafenius,  and  others,  which  had  a  faint  reftm- 
blance  to  fome  parts  of  the  "  Paradife  Loft."     In  thefe  he  interpolated  fome 

'  I^  thert  (hoold  be  any  perfon»  at  any  fotore  period,  abfurd  enough  to  flifpeA  that  Johnfon 
was  a  partaker  in  Laader's  fraad,.  or  had  any  knowledge  of  it,  when  he  affifted  him  with  his 
naafterly  pen,  it  is  proper  here  to  qaote  the  words  of  Dr.  Doaglas,  now  Bifhop  of  Carliile,  at  the 
time  when  he  dete^kd  the  impofition.  *'  It  is  to  be  hoped,  nay  it  is  exfeHedy  that  the  elegant  and 
nervous  writer,  whofe  judicious  fentiments  and  inimitable  ftyle  point  out  the  authour  of  Lauder*8 
Preface  and  Poftfcript,  will  no  longer  allow  one  to  flume  himfelf  ijoiib  bis  ftatherty  who  appeareth 
folitde  to  deierve  his  affiftance  :  an  affiftance  which  I  am  perfuaded  would  never  have  been  com-< 
municated,  had  there  been  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  thofe  facts  which  I  have  been  the  inftruroent  of 
conveying  to  the  world  in  thefe  (beets."  Milton  no  Plagiaty,  2d  edit.  p.  78.  And  his  Lordlhip 
has  been  pleafed  now  to  authorife  me  to  fay,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  that  there  is  no  ground 

whatever  for  any  unfavourable  refle^on  againft  Dr.  Johnfon,  who  exprefled  the  iliongeft  indig- 
nation againft  Lauder*. 

fragments 
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17? I.  fragments  of*  Hog's  Latin  tranilation  of  that  poem,  alled^ng  that  the 
iEuV.  42!  ^^^^  ^^^^^  fabricated  was  the  archetype  from  which  Milton  copied.  Thefe 
febrications  he  publifhed  fFom  time  to  time  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine ; 
and,  exulting  in  his  fancied  foccefs,  he  in  1750  ventured  to  colleft  them  into 
a  pamphlet,  entitled  "  An  Eflay  on  Milton's  Ufe  and  Imitation  of  the 
Moderns  in  his  Paradife  Lx)ft."  To  this  pamphlet  Johnfon  wrote  a  Preface, 
in  full  perfuaiion  of  Lauder's  honefty,  and  a  Poflicript  recommending,  in  the 
mofl  peifualive  terms,  a  fubfcription  for  the  reKef  of  a  grand-daughter  oi 
Milton,  of  whom  he  thus  fpeaks :  "  It  is  yet  ir>  the  power  of  a  great  people 
to  reward  the  poet  whofe  name  they  boaft,  and-  from  their  alMance  to  whofe 
genius,  they  claim  fbme  kind  of  fuperiority  to  every  other  nation  of  the 
earth ;  that  poet,  whofe  works  may  poffibly  be  read  when  every  other  monu« 
ment  of  Britifh  greatnefs  fhall  be  obliterated;  to  reward  him,  not  with 
piftures  pr  with  medals,  which,  if  he  fees,  he  fees  with  contempt,  but  widi 
tokens  of  gratitude,  which  he,  perhaps,  may  even  now  confider  as  not  un- 
worthy the  regard  of  an  immortal  fpirit."  Surely  this  is  inconfiflent  with 
"  enmity  towards  Milton,"  which  Sir  John  Hawkins  imputes  to  Johnfon 
upon  this  occafion,  adding,  "  I  could  all  along  obferve  that  Johnfon  fecmed 
to  approve  not  only  of  the  defign,  but  of  the  argument;  and  feemed  to 
exult  in  a  perfuafion,  that  the  reputation  of  Milton  was  likely  to  fuffer  by 
this  difcovery.  That  he  was  not  privy  to  the  impoflure,  I  am  well  per- 
fuaded ;  but  that  he  wifhed  well  to  the  argument,  may  be  inferred  from  the 
Preface,  which  indubitably  was  written  by  Johnfon."  Is  it  poflible  for  any 
man  of  clear  judgement  to  fuppofe  that  Johnfon,  who  fb  nobly  praifed  the 
poetical  excellence  of  Milton  in  a  Poflfcript  to  this  very  "  difcovery,"  as  he 
then  fuppofed  it,  could,  at  the  fame  time,  exult  in  a  perfuafion  that  the  great 
poet's  reputation  was  likely  to  fufFcr  by  it  ?  This  is  an  inconfiflency  of  which 
Johnfon  was  incapable ;  nor  can  any  thing  more  be  fairly  inferred  from  the 
Preface,  than  that  Johnfon,  who  was  alike  diflinguifhed  for  ardent  curiofity 
and  love  of  truth,  was  pleafed  with  an  invefligation  by  which  both  were  grati- 
fied. That  he  was  aftuated  by  thefe  motives,  and  certainly  by  no  unworthy 
defire  to  depreciate  our  great  epick  poet,  is  evident  from  his  own  words ;  for, 
after  mentioning  the  general  zeal  of  men  of  genius  and  literature  *^  to  advance 
the  honour,  and  difBnguifh  the  beauties  of  Paradife  Loft,"  he  fays,  "  Among 
the  inquiries  to  which  this  ardour  of  criticifm  has  naturally  given  occafion, 
none  is  more  obfcure  in  itfelfi  or  more  worthy  of  rational  curiofity,  than  ^ 
retrofpedtion  of  the  progrefs  of  this  mighty  genius  in  the  conftrudbion  of  his 
work  i  a  view  of  the  fabrick  gradually  rifing,  perhaps,  from  fmaH  beginnings, 

4  fiU 
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till  its  foundation  refts  in  the  centre^  and  its  turrets  fparkle  in  the  fkies ;  to  17^'* 
trace  back  the  ftru6turc  through  all  its  varieties,  to  the  fimplicity  of  its  firft  ^Jatl  41! 
plan ;  to  find  what  was  firft  projected,  whence  the  fcheme  was  taken,  how  it 
was  improved,  by  what  alSftance  it  was  executed,  and  from  what  ftores  the 
materials  were  collected  i  whether  its  founder  dug  them  from  the  quarries  of 
Nature,  or  demolifhed  other  buildings  to  embellifh  his  own." — Is  this  the  Ian-' 
guage  of  one  who  wifhed  to  blaft  the  laurels  of  Milton  ? 

Though  Johnibn's  circumftances  were  at  this  time  far  from  being  eafy,  his 
humane  and  charitable  diipofition  was  conftandy  exerting  itielf.  Mrs.  Anna 
Williams,  daughter  of  a  very  ingenious  Welfh  phylician,  and  a  woman  of 
more  than  ordinary  talents  and  literature,  having  come  to  London  in  hopes 
of  being  cured  of  a  catara£t  in  both  her  eyes,  which .  afterwards  ended  in 
total  blindni^s,  was  kindly  received  as  a  conftant  vifitor  at  his  houie  while 
Mrs.  Johnfon  lived  j  arid  after  her  death  having  come  under  his  roof  in  order 
to  have  an  operation  upon  her  eyes  performed  with  more  comfort  to  her  than 
in  lodgings,  ihe  had  an  apartment  from  him  during  the  reft  of  her  life,  at  all 
times  when  he  had  a  houfe. 

In  1752  he  was  almoft  entirely  occupied  with  his  Diftionary.  The  laft  i7j2r 
paper  of  his  Rambler  was  publifhed  March  2,  this  year ;  after  which,  there 
was  a  ceiTation  for  fome  time  of  any  exertion  of  his  talents  as  an  eflfayift.  But, 
in  the  fame  year,  Dr.  Hawkefworth,  who  was  his  warm  admirer,  and  aftudious 
imitator  of  his  ftyle,  and  then  lived  in  great  intimacy  with  him,  began  a  periodical 
paper,  entided  "  The  Adventurer,"  in  connexion  with  other  gendemen,  , 
one  of  Vhom  was  Johnfon's  much-loved  friend.  Dr.  Bathurft  j  and,  without 
doubt,  they  received  many  valuable  hints  from  his  converfation,  moft  of  his 
friends  having  been  fo  affifted  in  the  courfe  of  their  works. 

That  there  fhould  be  a  fuipenfion  of  his  literary  labours  during  a  part  of 
the  year  1752,  will  ndt  feem  ftrange,  when  it  is  confidered  that  foon  after 
doling  his  Rambler,  he  iufFered  a  lofs  which,  there  there  can  be  no  doubt, 
afFedted  him  with  the  deepeft  diftrefs.  For  on  the  17th  of  March,  O.  S.  his 
wife  died.  Why  Sir  John  Hawkins  Ihould  unwarrantably  take  upon  him  even 
to  Jufpofe  that  Johnlbn's  fondnefs  for  her  was  diJfembUd  [meaning  fimulated  or 
afTumed],  and  to  aflert,  that  if  it  was  not  the  cafe,  "  it  was  a  leflbn  he  had 
learned  by  rote,"  I  cannot  conceive  5  unlcfs  it  proceeded  from  a  want  of  (imilar 
feelings  in  his  own  breaft.  To  argue  fix)m  her  being  much  older  than 
Johnfon,  or  any  other  circumftances,  that  he  could  not  really  love  her,  is 
abfurd  j  for  love  is  not  a  fubjeft  of  reafoning,  but  of  feeling,  and  therefore 
there  are  no  common  principles  upon  which  one  can  perfuade  another  con- 
cerning 


X28  THE    LIFE    OF    DR,    JOHNSON. 

i7J«-  ceming  it.  Every  man  feels  for  himfelf^  and  knows  how  he  is  ^eAtd  by 
"^l^^t.  particular  qualities  in  the  pcrfon  he  admires,  the  impreflions  of  which  are  too 
minute  and  delicate  to  be  fubftantiated  in  language. 

That  his  love  for  her  was  of  the  moft  ardent  kind,  and,  during  the  long 
period  of  fifty  years,  was  unimpaired  by  the  lapfe  of  time,  is  evident  from 
various  paflages  in  the  feries  of  his  Prayers  and  Meditations,  publifhed  by  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Strahan,  as  well  as  from  other  memorials,  one  of  which  I 
fele6t,  as  (Irongly  marking  the  tendemefs  and  fenfibility  of  his  mind. 

**  April  23,  1753.  I  know  not  whether  I  do  not  too  much  indulge  the 
vain  longings  of  s^dion;  but  I  hope  they  intenerate  my  heart,  ami  that 
when  I  die  like  my  Tetty,  this  afFeftion  will  be  acknowledged  in  a  happy  inter- 
view, and  that  in  the  mean  rime  I  am.  incited  by  it  to  piety.  I  will,  however, 
not  deviate  too  much  from  common  and  received  methods  of  devorion." 

Her  wedding-ring,  when  Ihe  became  his  wife,  was,  after  her  death,  prc- 
ferved  by  him  as  long  as  he  lived  with  an  affectionate  care,  in  a  litde  round 
wooden  box,  in  the  inlide  of  which  he  pafted  a  flip  of  paper,  thus  infcribed 
hy  him  in  fair  charadbers,  as  follows : 

*'  Ebeu! 

**  Eliz,  Johnfon^ 

'^  Nupfa  Jul.  9""  1736, 

*^  Mortuay  ebeu! 

*'  Mart.  17*"  1752." 

After  his  death,  Mr.  Francis  Barber,  his  faithftil  fcrvant  and  refiduary  lega- 
tee, offered  tiiis  memorial  of  tendemefs  to  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter,  Mrs.  Johnlbn's 
daughter ;  but  fhe  having  declined  to  accept  of  it,  he  had  it  enamelled  as  a 
mouming-ring  for  his  old  matter,  and  prefented  it  to  his  wife,  Mrs.  Barber, 
who  now  has  it. 

The  ftate  of  mind  in  which  a  man  mutt  be  upon  the  death  of  a  woman 
whom  he  fincerely  loves,  had  been  in  his  contemplation  many  years  before. 
In  his  iRE^fE,  we  find  the  following  fervent  and  tender  ipeech  of  Demetrius, 
addreffed  to  his  Afpafia : 

"  From  thofe  bright  regions  of  eternal  day, 

*'  Where  now  thou  fliin'ft  amongft  thy  fellow  faints, 

Array'd  in  purer  light,  look  down  on  me  ! 

In  pleafmg  viiions  and  afluafive  dreams, 
^^  O !  footh  my  foul,  and  teach  me  how  to  lofe  thee." 

I  have 
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I  have,  indeed^  been  told  by  Mrs,  Deimoulins^  who,  before  her  marriage,      173:2. 
lived  for  fome  time  with  Mrs.  Johnfim  at  Hampftead,  that  flie  indulged  her-  ]^at.  43! 
jelf  in  country  air  and  nice  living,  at  an  unfuitable  expence,  while  her  huA)and 
was  drudging  in  the  fmoke  of  London,  and  that  fhe  by  no  means  treated  him    . 

with  that  complacency  which  is  the  moft  engaging  quality  in  a  wife.     But  all         *  i 

this  is  perfectly  compatible  with  his  fbndnefs  for  her,  efpecially  when  it  is 
remembered  that  he  had  a  high  opinion  of  her  underftanding,  and  that  the 
impreflion  which  her  beauty,  real  or  imaginary,  had  originally  made  upon  his 
bncjf  being  continued  by  habit,  had  not  been  effaced,  though  ihe  herfelf  was 
doubtlefs  much  altered  for  the  worfe.  The  dreadful  (hock  of  feparation  took 
place  in  the  ni^t ;  and  he  immediately  diipatched  a  letter  to  his  friend,  the 
Reverend  Dr.  Taylor,  which,  as  Tayk)r  told  me,  expreflcd  grief  in  the 
flrongeft  manner  he  had  ever  read ;  fb  that  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  it  has 
not  been  preferved.  ^The  letter  was  brought  to  Dr.  Taylor,  at  his  houie  in 
the  Cloyfters,  Weftminfter,  about  three  in  the  morning ;  and  as  it  fignified 
an  cameft  delire  to  fee  him,  he  got  up,  and  went  to  Johnfbn  as  foon  as  he 
was  drefled,  and  found  him  in  tears  and  in  extreme  agitation.  After  being  a 
little  while  together,  Johnfbn  requefted  him  to  join  with  him  in  prayer.  He 
then  prayed  extempore,  as  did  Dr.  Taylor  5  and  thus,  by  means  of  that  piety 
which  was  ever  his  primary  objcft,  his  troubled  mind  was,  in  fome  degree, 
foothed  and  compofed. 

The  next  day  he  wrote  as  follows : 

To  the  Reverend  Dr.  Taylor. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

*^  LET  me  have  your  company  and  inflrudbion.     Do  not  live  away 
from  me.     My  diftrefs  is  great. 

*'  Pray  defire  Mrs,  Taylor  to  inform  me  what  mourning  I  fhould  buy  for 
my  mother  and  Mifs  Porter,  and  bring  a  note  in  writing  with  you*  ^ 

"  Remember  me  in  your  prayers,  for  vain  is  the  help  of  man.  '  • 

^'  I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

"March  18,  1752.  SaM.  JOHNSON." 

That  his  fufFerings  upon  the  death  of  his  wife  were  fevere,  beyond  what 
arc  commonly  endured,  I  have  no  doubt,  from  the  information  of  many  who 
were  then  about  him,  to  none  of  whom  I  give  more  credit  than  to  Mr. 
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'7y^«^  Francis  Barber,  his  faithful  negro  fervant*,  who  came  into  his  family  about  a 
Mm.  aaI  fortnight  after  the  difmal  event  Thefe  fufFerings  were  aggravated  by  the 
melancholy  inherent  in  his  conftitution;  and  although  he  probably  was  not 
oftener  in  the  wrong  than  Ihe  was,  in  the  litde  difkgreements  which  fometimes 
troubled  his  married  ftate,  during  which,  he  owned  to  me,  that  the  gloomy  irri- 
tability of  his  exiftence  was  more  painflil  to  him  than  ever,  he  might  very  natu- 
rally, after  her  death,  be  tenderly  difpofed  to  charge  himfelf  with  flight  omiffions 
and  offences,  the,  fenfe  of  which  would  give  him  much  uneafinefs.  Accord- 
ingly we  find,  about  a  year  after  her  deceafe,  that  he  thus  addrcfled  the 
Supreme  Being  :  "  O  Lord,  who  giveft  the  grace  of  repentance^  and  hearefl 
the  prayers  of  the  penitent,  grant  that  by  true  contrition  I  may  obtain  forgive- 
nefs  of  all  the  fins  committed,  and  of  all  duties  neglefted  in  my  union  with 
the  wife  whom  thou  haft  taken  from  me  -,  for  the  negled:  of  joint  devotion, 
patient  exhortation,  and  mild  inftruftion  K*'  The  kindnefs  of  his  heart,  not- 
withftanding  the  impetuofity  of  his  temper,  is  well  known  to  his  friends  ^  and  I 
cannot  trace  the  fmalleft  foundation  for  the  following  dark  and  uncharitable 
aflertion  by  Sir  John  Hawkins :  *'  The  apparition  of  his  departed  wife  was 
altogether  of  the  terrifick  kind,  and  hardly  afforded  him  a  hope  that  fhe  was 
in  a  flate  of  happinefs  '*."  That  he,  in  conformity  with  the  opinion  of  many 
of  the  moft  able,  learned,  and  pious  Chriftians  in  all  ages,  fuppofed  that  there 
was  a  middle  ftate  after  death,  previous  to  the  time  at  which  departed  fouls 
are  finally  received  to  eternal  felicity,  appears,  I  think,  unqueftionably  from 
his  devotions :  "  And,  O  Lord,  fo  far  as  it  may  be  lawful  in  me,  I  commend 
to  thy  fatherly  goodnefs  the  foul  of  my  departed  wife\  befeeching  thee  to  grant 
her  whatever  is  beft  in  her  prefent  ftatCy  and  finally  to  receive  her  to  eternal  hap^ 
pinejs  ^."  But  this  ftate  has  not  been  looked  upon  with  horrour,  but  only  as 
I'efs  gracious, 

*  Francis  Barber  was  bom  in  Jamaica,  and  was  brought  to  England  in  1750^7  Colonel  Hatha rfl, 
father  of  Johnfon's  very  intimate  friend,  Dr.  Bathurft.  He  was  fent,  for  fome  time,  to  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Jackfon's  fchool,  at  Barton  in  Yorkfliire.  The  Colonel  by  his  will  left  him  his 
freedom,  and  Dr.  Bathurft  was  willing  that  he  Jhould  enter  into  Johnfon's  fervice,  in  which  he  con- 
tinued from  1752  till  Johnfon's  death,,  with  the  exception  of  two  intervals;  in  one  of  which,  upon 
fome  difference  with  his  matter,  he  went  and  ferved  an  apothecary  in  Cheapfide,  but  ftill  vifited 
Dr.  Johnfon  occafionally ;  in  another,  when  he  took  a  fancy  to  go  to  fea.  Part  of  the  time, 
indeed,  he  was,  by  the  kindnefs  of  his  mafter,  at  a  fchool  in  Northamptonfliire,  that  he  might 
have  the  advantage  of  fome  learning.  So  early  and  fo  hfting  a  conne^on  was  there  between- Dr» 
Johnfon  and  this  humble  friend. 

5  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p.  19.  «  Hawkins's  Life  of  Johnfon,  p,  316. 

^  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p.  20, 

He 
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He  depofited  the  remains  of  Mrs.  Johnfon  in  the  church  of  Bromley  in  '7J** 
^Kent,  to  which  he  was  probably  led  by  the  refidence  of  his  friend  Hawkefworth  iguu  43! 
at  that  place.  The  funeral  fermon  which  he  compofcd  for  her,  which  was 
never  preached,  but  having  been  given  to  Dr.  Taylor,  has  been  publifhed  fince 
his  death,  is  a  performance  of  uncommon  excellence,  and  full  of  rational  and 
pious  'comfort  to  fuch  as  arc  depreffed  by  that  levere  affliftion  which  Johnfon 
felt  when  he  wrote  it.  When  it  is  confidered  that  it  was  written  in  fuch  an 
agitation  of  mind,  and  in  the  fliort  interval  between  her  death  and  burial, 
it  cannot  be  read  without  wonder. 

From  Mr.  Francis  Barber  I  have  had  the  following  authentick  and  ardefi 
account  of  the  fituatibn  in  which  he  found  him  recendy  after  his  wife's  death : 
"  He  was  in  great  affliftion,  Mrs.  Williams  was  then  living  in  his  houfe, 
"  which  was  in  Gough-fquare.  He  was  bufy  with  the  Dictionary.  Mr. 
**  Shiels^  and  fome  others  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  formerly  written  for 
*^  him,  ufed  to  come  about  him.  He '  had  then  litde  for  himfelf,  but  fre- 
**  quently  fcnt  money  to  Mr.  Shiels  when  in  diftrefs.  The  friends  who 
"  vifited  him  at  that  time,  were  chiefly  Dr.  Bathurft,  and  Mr.  Diamond, 
'*  an  apothecary  in  Cork-fbeet,  Burlington-gardens,  with  whom  he  and  Mrs. 
"  Williams  generally  dined  every  Sunday.  There  was  a  talk  of  his  going 
'*  to  Iceland  with  him,  which  would  probably  have  happened  had  he  lived. 
**.  There  were  alfo  Mr.  Cave,  Dr.  Hawkefworth,  Mr.  Ryland,  merchant  on 
*'  Tower-hill,  Mrs.  Matters  the  poetels,  who  lived  with  Mr.  Cave,  Mrs. 
"  Carter,  and  fbmetimes  Mrs.  Macaulay^  alfo,  Mrs.  Gardiner,  wife  of  a  tallow- 
"  chandler  on  Snow-hill,  not  in  the  learned  way,  but  a  worthy  good  woman ; 
**  Mr.  (now  Sir  Jolhua)  Reynolds  5  Mr.  Millar,  Mr.  Dodfley,  Mr.  Bouquet, 
*'  Mr.  Payne  of  Paternofter-row,  bookfellers ;  Mr.  Strahan  the  printer,  the 
**  Earl  of  Orrery,  Lord  Southwell,  Mr.  Garrick."  • 

Many  are,  no  doubt,  omitted  in  this  catalogue  of  his  friends,  and,  in  par- 
ticular, his  humble  friend  Mr.  Robert  Levet,  an  obfcure  praftifer  in  phyfick 
amongft  the  lower  people,  his  fees  being  fbmetimes  very  fmall  fiims,  fome- 
times  whatever  provifions  his  patients  could  afford  him,  but  of  fuch  extenfivc 
practice  in  that  way,  that  Mrs.  Williams  has  told  me,  his  walk  was  from 
Houndfditch  to  Marybone.  It  appears  from  Johnfon's  diary,  that  their 
acquaintance  commenced  about  the  year  1746;  and  fuch  was  Johnfon's  predi- 
leftion  for  him,  and  fanciful  eflimation  of  his  moderate  abilities,  that  I  have 
heard  him  fay  he  fhould  not  be  fatisfied,  though  attended  by  all  the  College  of 
Phyficians,  unlefs  he  had  Mn  Levet  with  him.  Ever  fince  I  was  acquainted 
withOr.  Johnfon,  and  many  years  before,  as  I  have  been  aflured  by  thofe  who 
knew  him  earlier,  Mr.  Levet  had  an  apartment  in  his  houfe,  or  his  chambers, 
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and  waited  upon  hini  every  morning,  through  the  whole  cdurfc  of  his  htte  and 
tedious  breakfaft.  He  was  of  a  ftrange  groteique  appearanoe,  ftiSTand  fonnal 
in  his  manner,  and  feldom  faid  a  word  while  any  company  was  preient. 

The  circle  of  his  friends,  indeed,  at  this  dme  was  extenfire  and  variotis,  fir 
beyond  what  has  been  generally  imagined.  To  trace  his  acquaintance  with  each 
particular  perfbn,  if  it  could  be  done^  woiild  be  a  taik,  of  which  die  labour 
would  not  be  repaid  by  the  advantage.  But  exceptions  am  to  be  made ;  one 
of  which  niuft  be  a  friend  fo  eminent  as  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds^  who  was  truly 
his  dulce  decusy  and  with  whom  he  maintained  an  uninterrupted  intimacy  tx^ 
the  laft  hour  of  his  life.  When  Johnfon  lived  in  Caftle-ftreet,  Cavendilh- 
fquare,  he  ufed  frequently  to  vifit  two  ladies,  who  lived  oppofite  to  him, 
Mifs  Cotterells,  daughfers  of  Admiral  Cotterell.  Re3mold6  ufed  alfo  to  viflt 
there,  and  thus  they  met.  Mr.  Reynolds,  as  I  have  obferved  above,  had, 
from  the  firft  reading  of  his  Life  of  Savage,  conceived  a  ytry  high  admiration 
of  Johnlbn's  powers  of  writing.  His  converfation  no  lefs  delighted  him ;  and 
he  cultivated  his  acquaintance  with  the  laudable  zeal  of  one  who  was  am« 
bitious  of  general  improvement.  Sir  Jolhua,  indeed,  was  lucky  enou^  at 
their  very  firft  meeting  to  make  a  remark,  which  was  {o  much  above  the 
common-place  ftyle  of  converfarion,  that  Johnlbn  at  once  perceived  thit 
Reynolds  had  the  habit  of  thinking  for  himfelf.  The  ladies  were  regretting  the 
death  of  a  friend>  to  whom  they  owed  great  obligations  j  upon  which  Reynolds 
obferved,  "  You  have,  however,  the  comfort  of  being  relieved  from  a  burthen 
of  gratitude.*'  They  were  fhocked  a  little  at  this  alleviating  fuggeftion,  as 
too  fclfilh  5  but  Johnfon  defended  it  in  his  clear  and  forcible  manner,  and  was 
much  pleafed  with  the  mmd^  the  fair  view  of  human  nature,  which  it  exhibited, 
like  fome  of  the  refleftions  of  Rochefaucault.  The  confcqucnce  was,  that  he 
went  home  with  Reynolds,  and  flipped  with  him. 

Sir  Jofhua  has  told  me  a  pleafant  charafteriftical  anecdote  of  Johnfon  about 
the  time  of  their  firft  acquaintance.  When  they  were  one  evening  together 
at  the  Mifs  Cotterells,  the  then  Duchefs  of  Argyle  and  another  lady  of  high 
rank  came  in.  Johnfon  thinking  that  the  Mifs  Cotterells  were  too  much, 
engroffed  by  them,  and  diat-  he  and  his  friend  were  neglefted,  as  low  com- 
pany, of  whom  they  were  fomewhat  afhamed,  grew  angry  j  and  rcfblving  to 
fhock  their  fuppofed  pride,  by  making  their  great  vifiters  imagine  that  his 
friend  and  he  were  low  indeed,  he  addrefTed  himfelf  in  a  loud  tone  to  Mr. 
Reynokis,  faying,  "  How  HiUch  do  you  think  you  and  I  could  get  in  a  week, 
if  we  were  to  work  as  bard  as  we  could  ?"  as  if  they  had  been  commoa 
^mechanicks• 

His 
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His  acquaintance  with  Bennet  Lang^n^  Efq.  of  Langton^  in  Lincolnfhire^  175^* 
another  much  valued  friend,  commenced  fpon  after  the  conclufion  of  his  ^tat.^3. 
Rambler^  which  that  gentleman,  then  a  youth,  had  read  with-fo  much  admi^ 
ration,  that  he  came  to  London  chiefly  with  the  view  of  endeavouring  to  be 
introduced  to  its  authoun  By  a  fortunate  chance  1^  happened  to  take  lodgings 
in  a  houfe  where  Mr.  Levet  frequently  vilited ;  and  having  mentioned  his 
wilh  to  his  landlady,  Ihe  introduced  him  to  Mr.  JLevet,  who  readily  obtained 
Johnfon's  permiflion  to  bring  Mr.  Langton  to  him ;  as,  indeed,  Johnfon, 
daring  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life,  had  no  fhynefs,  real  or  affefted,  but  was 
eafy  of  accefs  to  all  who  were  properly  recommended,  and  even  wifhed  to  Tec 
numbers  at  his  levee,  as  his  morning  circle  of  company  might,  with  fin&, 
propriety,  be  called.  Mr.  Langton  was  exceedingly  furprized  when  the  fage 
firfl:  appeared.  He  had  not  received  the  fmalleft  intimation  of  his  figure, 
drefs,  or  manner.  From  perufing  his  writings,  he  fancied  he  fhould  |ee  a 
decent,  well-dreft,  in  fhort,  a  remarkably  decorous  philofopher.  Inftead  of 
which,  down  from  his  bed-chamber,  about  noon,  came,  as  newly  rifen,  a 
huge  uncouth  figure,  with  a  litde  dark  wig  which  fcarcely  covered  his  head, 
^d  his  clothes  hanging  loofc  about  him.  But  his  converfation  was  fo  rich, 
fo  animated,  and  fo  forcible,  and  his  religious  and  political  notions  {o  con- 
genial with  thofe  in  which  Mr.  Langton  had  been  educated,  that  he  conceived 
for  him  that  veneration  and  attachment  which  he  ever ,  preferved.  Johnfon 
was  not  the  leis  ready  to  love  Mr.  Langton,  for  his  being  of  a  very  ancient 
£uiiily,i  for  I  have  heard  him  fay,  with  plcafure,  "  Langton,  Sir,  has  a  grant 
of  a  warren  from  Henry  the  Second ;  and  Cardinal  Stephen  Langton,  in 
King  John's  reign,  was  of  this  family." 

Mr.  I^angton  afterwards  went  to  purfiie  his  ftudies  at  Trinity  College, 
Oxford,  where  he  formed  an  acquaintance  with  his  fellow  -  ftudent,  Mr. 
Topham  Beauclerk,  who,  though  their  opinions  and  modes  of  life  were 
fo  different,  that  it  feemed  utterly  improbable  that  they  fhould  at  all  agree, 
had  fo  ardent  a  love  of  literature,  fo  acute  an  underftanding,  fuch  elegance  of 
manners,  and  io  well  difcerned  the  excellent  qualities  of  Mr.  Langton,  that 
they  became  intimate  fiiends. 

Johnfon,  foon  after  this  acquaintance  began,  pailed  a  confiderable .  time  at 
Oxford.  He  at  firft  thought  it  ftrange  that  Langton  fhould  affociate  fo  much 
with  one  who  had  the  charafter  of  being  loofe,  both  in  his  principles  a«d 
practice;  but,  by  degrees,  hehimfelf  was  fafcinated.  Mr.  Beauclerk's  being 
of  the  St.  Albans*  family,  and  having,  in  fome  particulars,  a  refemblance  tp 
Charks  the  Second,  contributed,  in  Johnfon's  imagination,  to  throw  a  luftre 
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upon  his  other  qualities ;  arid,  in  a  Ihort  time,  the  moral,  pious  Johnfon,  and 
the  gay,  diffipated  Beauclerk,  were  companions,  *^  What  a  coalition !  (faid 
Garrick,  when  he  heard  of  this  j)  I  (hall  have  my  old  friend  to  bail  out  of  the 
Round-houfe."  But  I  can  bear  teftimony  that  it  was  a  very  agreeable  aflb- 
ciation.  Beauclerk  was  too  polite,  and  valued  learning  and  wit  too  much,  to 
offend  Johnfon  by  fallies  of  infidelity  or  licentioufnefs ;  and  Johnfon  delighted 
in  the  good  qualities  ,of  Beauclerk,  and  hoped  to  correft  the  evil.  Innu- 
merable were  the  fcenes  in  which  Johnfon  was  amufed  by  thefe  young  men^ 
Beauclerk  could  take  more  liberty  with  him,  than  any  body  with  whom  I  ever 
faw  him ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  Beauclerk  was  not  fpared  by  his  refpeftable 
companion,  when  reproof  was  proper.  Beaucleric  had  fuch  a  propenfity  to 
fatirc,  that  at  one  time  Johnfon  faid  to  him,  "  You  never  open  your  mouth 
but  with  intention  to  give  pain ;  and  you  have  often  given  me  pain,  not  from 
the  power  of  what  you  faid,  but  from  feeing  your  intention."  At  another 
time  applying  to  him,  with  a  flight  alteration,  a  line  of  Pope,  he  faid,  "  Thy 
love  of  folly,  and  thy  fcorn  of  fools—Every  thing  thou  doft  fhews  the  one, 
and  ievery  thing,  thou  fay 'ft  the  other/'  At  another  time  he  faid  to  hinj, 
"  Thy  body  is  all  vice,  and  thy  mind  all  virtue."  Beauclerk  not  feeming 
to  relifh  the  compliment,  Johnfon  faid,  "  Nay,  Sir,  Alexander  the  Great, 
marching  in  triumph  into  Babylon,  could  not  have  defired  to  have  had  more 
faid  to  him." 

Johnfon  was  fome  time  with  Beauclerk  at  his  houfe  at  Windlbr,  where  he 
was  entertained  with  experiments  in  natural  philofophy.  One  Sunday,  when 
the  weather  was  very  fine,  Beauclerk  enticed  him,  infcnfibly,  to  faunter  about 
all  the  morning.  They  went  into  a  church-yard,  in  the  time  of  divine  fervice, 
and  Johnfon  laid  himfelf  down  at  his  eafe  upon  one  of  the  tomb-ftones. 
"  Now,  Sir,  (faid  Beauclerk)  you  are  like  Hogarth's  Idle  Apprenticci*' 
When  Johnfon  got  his  penfion,  Beauclerk  faid  to  him,  in  the  humorous  phrafe 
4)f  FalftafF,  "  I  hope  you'll  now  purge,  and  live  cleanly  like  a  gendeman.'' 

One  night  when  Beauclerk  and  Langton  had  fupped  at  a  tavern  in  London, 
and  fat  till  about  three  in  the  morning,  it  came  into  their  heads  to  go  and 
knock  up  Johnfon,  and  fee  if  they  could  prevail  on  him  to  join  them  in  a 
ramble.  They  rapped  violently  at  the  door  of  his  chambers  in  the  Temple, 
till  at  laft  he  appeared  in  his  fhirt,  with  his  little  black  wig  on  the  top  of  his 
head,  inftead  of  a  nightcap,  and  a  poker  in  his  hand,  imagining,  probably, 
that  fome'  ruffians  were  coming  to  attack  him.  .  When  he  difcovered  who 
they  were,  and  was  told  their  errand,  he  fmiled,  and  with  great  good  humour 
^tgreed  to  their  propofal ;  <^  What,  is  it  you,  you  dogs !   VU  have  a  friflc  wiA 
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you/*  He  was  foon  dreft,  and  they  fallied  forth  together  into  Covent-Garden,  r??*- 
where  the  green-grocers  and  fruiterers  were  beginning  to  arrange  their  hanripcrs,  ]^tau  43. 
juft  conne  in  from  the  country,  Johnfon  made  fome  attempts  to  help  them ; 
but  the  honeft  gardeners  ftared  fo  at  his  figure  and  manner,  and  odd  inter- 
ference, that  he  foon  faw  his  fervices  were  not  relifhed.  They  then  repaired 
to  one  of  the  neighbouring  taverns,  and  made  a  bowl  of  that  liquor  called 
Bifliopy  which  Johnfon  had  always  liked ;  *  while  in  joyous  contempt  of  fleep, 
from  which  he  had  been  roufed,  he  repeated  the  feftive  lines, 

"  Short,  O  Ihort  then  be  thy  reign, 
"  And  give  us  to  the  world  again  !  '^ 

They  did  not  flay  long,  but  walked  down  to  the  Thames,  took  a  boat,  and 
rowed  to  Billingfgate.  Beauclerk  and  Johnfon  were  fo  well  plcafed  with  their 
amufement,  that  they  refolved  to  perfevere  in  difllpation  for  the  reft  of  the 
day:  but  Langton  deferted  them,  being  engaged  to  breakfaft  with  fome 
young  ladies.  Johnfon  fcolded  him  for  "  leaving  his  focial  friends,  to  go  and 
fit  with  a  fet  of  wretched  un-idea'd  girls."  Garrick  being  told  of  this  ramble, 
faid  to  him  fmartly,  "  I  heard  of  your  frolick  toother  night.  You'll  be  in  the 
Chronicle."  Upon  which  Johnfon  afterwards  obferved>  "  He  durft  not  do 
fuch  a  thing.  ,  His  wife  would  not  let  him  ! " 

He  entered  upon  the  year  1753  with  his  ufual  piety,  as  appears  from  the      1753. 
following  prayer  tranfcribed  from  that  part  of  his  diary  which  he  burnt  a  few 
days  before  his  death : 

Jan.  I,  1753,  N.  S.  which  I  Ihall  ufe  for  the  fijture. 
Almighty  God,  who  haft  continued  my  life  to  this  day,  grant  that,  by 
the  afliftance  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  I  may  improve  the  time  which  thou  fhalt 
grant  me,  to  my  eternal  falvation.  Make  me  to  remember,  to  thy  glory, 
thy  judgements  and  thy  mercies.  Make  me  fo  to  confider  the  lofs  of  my 
wife,  whom  thou  haft  taken  from  me,  that  it  may  difpofe  me,  by  thy  grace, 
to  lead  the  refidue  of  my  life  in  thy  fear.  Grant  this,  O  Lord,  for  Jesus 
Christ's  fake.     Amen." 

He  now  relieved  the  drudgery  erf"  his  Diftionary,  and  the  melancholy  of 
his  grief,  by  taking  an  aftive  part  in  the  compofition  of  "  The  Adventurer," 
in  which  he  began  to  write  April  i  o,  marking  his  eflfays  with  the  fignature  T, 
by  which  moft  of  his  papers  in  that  colleftion  are  diftinguifhed  :  thofe,  how- 
ever, which  have  that  fignature  and  alfo  that  of  MyJargyruSy  were  not  written 
by  him,   but,  as  I  fuppofe,  by  Dr.  Bathurft,     Indeed  Johnfon's  energy  of 
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thought  and  richnefi  of  language^  are  (Kll  more  decifivc  marks  than  any  figna- 
ture.  As  a  proof  of  this,  my  readers,  I  imagine,  will  not  doubt  that  No.  39, 
on  fleep,  is  his ;  for  it  not  only  has  the  general  texture  and  colour  of  his  ftyle, 
but  the  authours  with  whom  he  was  peculiarly  conrerfant  are  readily  introduced 
in  it  in  curfory  ailufion.  The  tranflation  of  a  paflage  in  Statius  quoted  in  that 
paper,  and  marked  C.  B.  is  certainly  the  performance  of  Dr.  Charles  Bathurft. 
How  much  this  amiable  man  adhially  contributed  to  ^'  The  Adventurer,"  can- 
not be  known.  Let  me  add,  that  Hawkefwordi's  imitations  of  Johnfon  arc 
fometimes  fo  happy,  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  diftinguifli  them,  with 
certainty,  from  the  compofitions  of  his  great  archetype.  Hawkefworth  was 
his  clofeft  imitator,  a  circumftance  of  which  that  writer  would  once  have  been 
proud  to  be  told  j  thou^,  when  he  had  become  elated  by  having  rifen  into 
fome  degree  of  confequence,  he,  in  a  converlation  with  me,  had  the  provoking 
effrontery  to  fay  he  was  not  fenfible  of  it. 

Johnfon  was  truly  zealous  for  the  fuccefs  of  "  The  Adventurer;*'  and  very 
foon  after  his  engaging  in  it,  he  wrote  the  following  letter 

TV  fbe  Reverend  Dr.  Joseph  Warton. 

<^  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  OUGHT  to  have  written  to  you  before  now,  but  I  ought  to  do 
many  things  which  I  do  not ;  nor  can  I,  indeed,  claim  any  merit  from  this 
letter ;  for  being  defired  by  the  authours  and  proprietor  of  the  Adventurer  to 
look  out  for  another  hand,  my  thoughts  neceflarily  fix'd  upon  you,  whole  fund 
of  literature  will  enable  you  to  aflift  them,  with  very  litde  interruption  of 
your  fhidies. 

"  They  defire  you  to  engage  to  furnifh  one  paper  a  month,  at  two  guineas 
a  paper,  which  you  may  very  readily  perform.  We  have  confidered  that  a 
paper  fhould  confift  of  pieces  of  imagination,  pidhires  of  life,  and  dilqui- 
fitions  of  literature.  The  part  which  depends  on  the  imagination  is  very  well 
fupplied,  as  you  will  find  when  you  read  the  paper ;  for  defcriptions  of  life, 
there  is  now  a  treaty  almoft  made  with  an  authour  and  an  authorefs ;  and  the 
province  of  criticilm  and  literature  they  are  very  defirous  to  affign  to  the 
commentator  on  Virgil. 

"  I  hope  this  propofal  will  not  be  rejected,  and  that  die  next  poft  will 
bring  us  your  compliance.  I  Ipeak  as  one  of  the  fraternity,  though  I  have 
no  part  in  the  paper,  beyond  now  and  then  a  motto ,  but  two  of  the  writers 

A  are 
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txt  my  particular  friends,  and  I  hope  the  pleafure  of  feeing  a  third  united  to      i7;3«  < 

them,  will  not  be  denied  to,  dear  Sir,  jEtat"  44.  \ 

"  Your  moft  obedient 

"  And  moft  humble  fervant, 
♦*  Marcb  S,  1753.  Sam.  Johnson." 


\ 


\ 


The  confequence  of  this  letter  was.  Dr.  Warton's  enriching  the  colledtion 
with  feveral  admirable  eflays.  i 

Johnfon's  faying  "  I  have  no  part  in  the  paper  beyond  now  and  then  a  I 

motto,"  may  fcem  inconfiftent  with  his  being  the  authour  of  the  papers 
marked  T.  But  he  had,  at  this  time,  written  only  one  number  j  and  befides, 
even  at  any  after  period,  he  might  have  ufed  the  fame  expreffion,  confider- 
ing  it  as  a  point  of  honour  not  to  own  them ;  for  Mrs.  Williams  told  me,  that 
^'  as  he  had  given  thofe  eflays  to  Dr.  Bathurft,  who  fold  them  at  two  guineas 
each,  he  never  would  own  them ;  nay,  he  ufed  to  fay  he  did  not  write  them : 
but  the  faft  was,  that  he  diSlated  them,  while  Bathurft  wrote."  I  read  to  him 
Mrs.  Williams's  account ;  he  fmiled,  and  laid  nothing. 

I  am  not  quite  fatisfied  with  the  cafuiftry  by  which  the  produfbions  of  one 
perfon  are  thus  pafied  upon  the  world  for  the  produftions  of  another.  I  allow 
that  not  only  knowledge,  but  powers  and  qualities  of  mind  may  be  com- 
municated s  but  the  a£tual  efieft  of  individual  exertion  never  can  be  tranf- 
ferred,  with  truth,  to  any  other  than  its  own  original  caufe.   One  perfon's  child 

may  be  made  the  child  of  another  perfon  by  adoption,  as  among  the  Romans,  ^    \ 

or  by  the  ancient  Jewifli  mode  of  a  wife  having  children  borne  to  her  upon  j    ! 

her  knees,  by  her  handmaid.  But  thefe  were  children  in  a  different  fenfe  from  ^  ^^  k,^^  ^ 
that  of  nature.  It  was  clearly  underftood  that  they  were  not  of  the  blood  of 
their  nominal  parents.  So  in  literary  children,  an  authour  may  give  the  profits 
and  fame  of  his  compofltion  to  another  man,  but  cannot  make  that  other  the 
real  authour.  A  Highland  gendeman,  a  younger  branch  of  a  family,  once 
confulted  me  if  he  could  not  validly  purchafe  the  Chieftainfhip  of  his  family, 

from  the  Chief  who  was  willing  -to  fell  it.     I  told  him  it  was  impoffible  for  ^ 

him  to  acquire,  by  purchafe,  a  right  to  be  a  different  perfon  from  what  he 
^really  was ;  for  that  the  right  of  Chieftainfhip  attached  to  the  blood  of  primo- 
geniture, and,  therefore,  was  incapable  of  being  transferred.  I  added,  that  \ 
though  Efau  fold  his  birth-right,  or  the  advantages  belonging  to  it,  he  ftill 
remained  the  firft-bom  of  his  parents  j  and  that  whatever  agreement  a  Chief 
might  make  with  any  of  the  clan,  the  Herald's  Office  could  not  admit  of  the 
metamorphofis,  or  with  any  decency  atteft  that  the  younger  was  the  elder  \  but 
I  did  not  convince  the  worthy  gentleman.                                                                                           » 

T  Johnfon's 
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Johnfon's  papers  in  the  Adventurer  are  very  fiinilar  to  thofc  of  the 
Rambler  j  but  being  rather .  more  varied  in  their  lubje6bs,  and  being  mixed 
with  eflays  by  other  writers,  upon  topicks  naore  generally  attradtive  than  even 
the  moft  elegant  ethical  difcourfes,  the  fale  of  the  work,  at  firft,  was  more 
extenfive.  Without  meaning,  however,  to  depreciate  the  Adventurer,  I  muft 
obferve,  that  as  the  value  of  the  Rambler  came,  in  the  progrefs  of  time,  to 
be  better  known,  it  grew  upon  the  publick  eftimation,  and  that  its  fale  has  far 
exceeded  that  of  any  other  periodical  papers  fince  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne. 

In  one  of  the  books  of  his  diary  I  find  die  following  entry : 

"  Apr.  3,  1753-  I  began  the  fecond  vol.  ofmyDiftionary,  room  being  left 
in  the  firft  for  Preface,  Grammar,  and  Hiftory,  none  of  them  yet  begun. 

"  O  God,  who  haft  hitherto  fupported  me,  enable  me  to  proceed  in  this 
labour,  and  in  the  whole  talk  of  my  prefent  ftate ;  that  when  I  fhall  render 
up,  at  the  laft  day,  an  account  of  the  talent  committed  to  me,  I  may  receive 
pardon,  for  the  fake  of  Jesus  Christ.     Amen." 

He  this  year  favoured  Mrs.  Lennox  with  a  Dedication  to  the  Earl  of 
Orrery,  of  her  "  Shakfpeare  lUuftrated.'' 

In  1754  I  can  trace  nothing  publilhed  by  him,  except  his  numbers  of  the 
Adventurer,  and  •*  The  Life  of  Edward  Cave,"  in  the  Gentleman's  Maga-< 
2ine  for  February.  In  biography  there  can  be  no  quefbon  that  he  excelled, 
beyond  all  who  have  attempted  that  Ipecies  of  compofition ;  upon  which, 
indeed,  he  fet  the  higheft  value*  To  the  minute  feleftion  of  charafterifKcal 
circumftances,  for  w^ich  the  ancients  were  remarkable,  he  added  a  philo- 
fophical  refearch,  and  the  moft  perfpicuous  and  energetick  language.  Cave 
was  certainly  a  man  of  eftimable  qualities,  and  was  eminently  diligent  and 
fuccefsflil  in  his  own  bufinefs,  which,  doubdefs,  entitled  him  to  refpeft.  But 
he  was  peculiarly  fortunate  in  being  recorded  by  Johnfon,  who,  of  the  narrow 
life  of  a  printer  and  publifher,  without  any  digreffions  or  adventitious  circum- 
ftances, has  made  an  interefting  and  agreeable  narrative. 

The  DiAionary,  we  may  believe,  afforded  Johnfon  full  occupation  this 
year.  As  it  approached  to  its  conclufion,  he  probably  worked  with  redoubled 
vigour,  as  fcamen  increafe  their  exertion  and  alacrity  when  they  have  a  near 
profpeft  of  their  haven. 

Lord  Chefterfield,  to  whom  Johnfon  had  paid  the  high  compliment  of 
addrefGng  to  his  Lordfhip  the  Plan  of  his  Dictionary,  had  behaved  to  him  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  excite  his  contempt  and  indignation.  The  world  has  been 
for  many  years  amufed  with  a  ftory  confidently  told,  and  as  confidendy  repeated 
with  additional  circumftances,  that  a  fudden  dilguft  was  taken  by  Johnfon 
upon  occafion  of  his  having  been  one  day  kept  long  in  waiting  in  his  Lord- 
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ihip's  antechamber,  for  which  die  realbn  afligned  was,  that  he  had  company  17^4- 
with  him ;  and  diat  at  laft,  when  the  door  opened,  out  walked  Coiley  Cibber ;  ^SaTTs^ 
and  that  Johnfon  was  (b  violently  provoked  when  he  found  for  whom  he  had 
been  fo  long  excluded,  that  he  went  away  in  a  paffion,  and  never  wouW  return. 
I  remember  having  mentioned  this  ftory  to  George  Lord  Lyttelton,  who  told 
me,  he  was  very  intimate  with  Lord  Chcfterfield  j  and  holding  it  as  a  well- 
known  truth,  defended  Lord  Ghefterfieki,  by  faying,  that  **  Cibber,  who  had 
been  introduced  familiarly  by  the  back-ftairs,  had  probably  not  been  there 
above  ten  minutes."  It  may  feem  fttunge  even  to  entertain  a  doubt  concern- 
ing a  ftory  fo  long  and  fo  widely  current,  and  thus  implicidy  adopted,  if  not 
fimdHfied,  1^  the  authority  which  I  have  mentioned  i  but  Johnfon  himfclf 
allured  me,  that  diere  was  not  the  leaft  foundation  for  it.  He  told  me,  that  there 
never  was  any  particular  incident  which  produced  a  quarrel  between  Lord 
Chefterficld  and  him ;  but  that  his  Lordfhip's  continued  negle&  was  the  reafon 
why  he  rcfolved  to  have  no  conne£tipn  with  him.  When  die  Di6):ionary  was 
upon  the  eve  of  publication.  Lord  Chefterfield,  who,  it  is  faid,  had  flattered 
himfelf  with  expedadons  that  Johnfon  would  dedicate  the  work  to  him, 
attempted,  in  a  courtly  manner,  to  footh,  and  infinuate  himfelf  with  the  fage, 
confcious,  as  it  fhould  feem,  of  the  cold  indifference  with  which  he  had  treated 
its  learned  authour  5  and  further  attempted  to  conciliate  him,  by  writing  two 
papers  in  **  The  World,"  in  recommendation  of  die  work ;  and  it  muft  be 
confefled,  that  they  contain  fome  ftudied  compliments,  fo  finely  turned,  that  if 
there  had  been  no  previous  offence,  it  is  probable  that  Johnfon  would  have  be«i 
hij^ly  delighted.  Praife,  in  general,  was  pleafing  to  him ;  but  by  praife  from 
a  man  of  rank  and  elegant  accomplilhments,  he  was  peculiarly  gratified. 

His  Lordftiip  fays,  "  I  think  the  publick  in  general,  and  the  republick  of 
letters  in  particular,  are  greatiy  obliged  to  Mr.  Johnfon,  for  having  undertaken, 
and  executed,  fo  great  and  dcfirable  a  work.  Perfeftion  is  not  to  be  expefted 
from  man :  but  if  we  are  to  judge  by  the  various  works  of  Johnfon  already 
publifhed,  we  have  goQcl  reafon  to  believe,  that  he  will  bring  this  as  near  to 
pcrfedbion  as  any  one  man  could  do.  The  Plan  of  it,  which  he  publiftied 
fome  years  ago,  feems  to  me  to  be  a  proof  of  it.  Nothing  can  be  more 
rationally  imagined,  or  more  accurately  and  elegantly  exprefled.  I  therefore 
recommend  the  previous  perufal  of  it  to  all  thofe  who  intend  to  buy  the 

Diftionary,  and  who,  I  fuppofe,  are  all  thofe  who  can  afford  it- 

»iiiiiiiii«4t»« 

*'  It  muft  be  owned,  that  our  language  is,  at  prefent,  in  a  ftate  of  anarchy, 
and  hitherto,  perhaps,  it  may  not  have  been  the  worfe  for  it.     During  our 

T  2  ^  free 
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»75'4*  free  and  open  trade,  many  words  and  expreflions  have  been  imported,  adopted, 
^m~jLc.  ^^d  naturalized  from  other  languages,  which  have  gready  enriched  our  own. 
Let  it  ftill  preferve  what  real  ftrength  and  beauty  it  may  have  borrowed  from 
others ;  but  let  it  not,  like  the  Tarpeian  maid,  be  overwhelmed  and  crufhed 
by  unneceflary  ornaments.  The  time  for  difcriminadon  feems  to  be  now  come. 
Toleration,  adoption,  and  naturalization  have  run  their  lengths.  Good  order 
and  authority  are  now  neceflary.  But  where  (hall  we  find  them,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  the  obedience  due  to  them  ?  We  muft  have  recourfe  to  the  old 
Roman  expedient  in  times  of  confufion,  and  chuie  a  diftator.  Upon  this 
principle,  I  give  my  vote  for  Mn  Johnfon  to  fill  that  great  and  arduous  poft. 
And  I  hereby  declare,  that  I  make  a  total  furrender  of  all  my  rights  and 
privileges  in  the  Englifh  language,  as  a  free-bom  Britifli  llibjcft,  to  the  faid 
Mr.  Johnfon,  durbg  the  term  of  his  diftatorlhip.  Nay  more,  I  will  not 
only  obey  him,  like  an  old  Roman,  as  my  diftator,  but,  like  a  modem 
Roman,  I  will  implicidy  believe  in  him  as  my  Pope,  and  hold  him  to  be 
infallible  while  in  the  chair,  but  no  longer.  More  than  this  he  cannot  well 
require  j  for,  I  prefume,  that  obedience  can  never  be  expected,  when  there  is 
neither  terrour  to  enforce,  nor  intereft  to  invite  it. 

*'  But  a  Grammar,  a  Didtionary,  and  a  Hiftory  of  our  Language  through 
its  feveral  ftages,  were  ftill  wanting  at  home,  and  importunately  called  for 
from  abroad.  Mr.  Johnfon^s  labours  will  now,  I  dare  fay,  very  fully  fupply 
that  want,  and  gready  contribute  to  the  farther  fpreading  of  our  language 
in  other  countries.  Learners  were  difcouraged,  by  finding  no  ftandard  to 
refort  to  j  and,  confequendy,  thought  it  incapable  of  any.  They  will  now  be 
undeceived  and  encouraged." 

This  courdy  device  failed  of  its  effed.  Johnfon,  who  thought  that  "  all 
was  falfe  and  hollow,"  defpifcd  the  honeyed  words,  and  was  even  indignant 
that  Lord  Chefterfield  fhould,  for  a  moment,  imagine,  that  he  could  be  the 
dupe  of  fuch  an  artifice.  His  expreflion  to  me  concerning  Lord  Chefterfield, 
upon  this  occafion>  was,.  "  Sir,  after  making  great  profeflions,  he  had,  for 
many  years,,  taken  no  notice  of  me ;  but  when  my  Diftionary  was  coming 
out,  he  fell  a  fcribbling  in  die  World  about  it.  IJpon  which,  I  wrote  him  a 
letter,  exprefled  in  civil  terms,  but  iuch  as  might  ihew  him  that  I  did  not 
mind  what  he  faid  or  wrote,  and  that  I  had  done  with  him." 

This  is  that  celebrated  letter,  of  which  fo  much  has  been  faid,  and  about 
which  curiofity  has  been  fo  long  excited,  without  being  gratified.  I  for  many 
years  folicited  Johnfon  to  favour  me  with  a  copy  of  it,  that  fo -excellent  a 

compolidon 
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compofition  might  not  be  loft  to  pofterity.  He  delayed  from  time  to  time  '^^^* 
to  give  it  me  J  till  at  laft  in  178 1,  when  we  were  on  a  vifit  at  Mn  Dilly's,  iEtat.  45. 
at  Southill  in  Bedford/hire,  he  was  pleafed  to  diftate  it  to  me  from  memory. 
He  afterwards  found  among  his  papers  a  copy  of  it,  with  its  title  and  cor- 
reftions,  in  his  own  hand-writing.  This  he  gave  to  Mn  Langton  j  adding, 
that  if  it  were  to  come  into  print,  he  wifhed  it  to  be  from  that  copy.  By 
Mr.  Langton's  kindnefs,  I  am  enabled  to  enrich  my  work  with  a  perfedt 
tranfcript  of  what  the  world  has  fo  eagerly  defired  to  fee. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Chesterfield. 

^'  My  Lord,  February,  175^. 

"  I  HAVE  been  lately  informed,  by  the  proprietor  of  the  World,  that 
two  papers,  in  which  my  Diftionary  is  recommended  to  the  publick,  were 
written  by  your  Lordfhip.  To  be  fo  diftinguifhed,  is  an  honour,  which, 
being  very  litde  accuftomed  to- favours  from  the  great,  I  know  not  well  how 
to  receive,  or  in  what  terms  to  acknowledge. 

"  When,  upon  fome  flight  encouragement,  I  firft  vifited  your  Lordfhip,. 
I  was  overpowered,  like  the  reft  of  mankind^  by  the  enchantment  of  your 
addrefs ;  and  could  not  forbear  to  wifti  that  I  might  boaft  myfelf  Le  vainqueur 
du  vainqueur  de  la  terrey—ti\3X  I  might  obtain  that  regard  for  which  I  faw  the 
world  contending  i  but  I  found  my  attendance  fo  little  encouraged,  that  neither 
pride  nor  modefty  would  fufFer  me  to  continue  it.  When  I  had  once  addrefled 
your  Lordfhip  in  publick,  I  had  cxhaufted  all  the  art  of  pleafmg  which  a 
retired  and  uncourtly  fcholar  can  poflefs.  I  had  done  all  that  I  could ;  and 
no  man  is  well  pleafed  to  have  his  all  neglefted,  be  it  ever  fo  litde. 

"  Seven  years,  my  Lord,  have  now  paft,  fince  I  waited  in  your  outward' 
rooms,  or  was  repulfed  from  your  door  j  during  which  time  I  have  been  pufh- 
ing  on  my  work  through  difHculties,  of  which  it  is  ufeleis  to  complain,  and 
have  brought  it,  at  laft,  to  the  verge  of  publication,  without  one  aft  of  aflift- 
ance*,  one  word  of  encouragement,  or  one  fmile  of  favour.  Such  treatment 
I  did  not  expeft,  for  I  never  had  a  Patron  before. 

'  The  following  note  is  fubjoincd  by  Mr.  Langton.  **  "Dt,  Johnfoo,  when  he  gave  me  this 
copy  of  his  letter^  defired  that  I  would  annex  to  it  his  information  to  me,  that  whereas  it  is  faid 
an  the  letter  that  *  no  afliftance  has  been  received/  he  did  once  receive  from  Lord  Chefterfield  the 
film  of  ten  pounds ;  bat  as  that  was  fo  inconiiderable  a  fam,  he  thought  the  mention  of  it  could. 
iiot  properly  find  place  in  a  letter  of  the  kind  that  this  was.". 

•*  The 
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^<  The  fhephexd  in  Virgil  grew  at  laft  acquainted  wkh  Love^  and  found  him 
a  native  of  the  rocks, 

<*  Is  not  a  Patron,  my  Lord,  one  who  Jooks  with  unconcern  on  a  man 
ftruggling  for  life  in  the  water,  and,  when  he  has  reached  ground,  encumbers 
him  with  help  ?  The  notice  which  you  have  been  pleafcd  to  take  <rf  my 
labours,  had  it  been  early,  had  been  kind  -,  but  it  has  been  delayed  till  I  am 
indifl^reat,  and  cannot  enjoy  it  ^  till  I  am  fblitary,  and  caoooc  impart  it  ^;  till 
I  am  known,  and  do  not  want  it.  I  hope  it  is  no  very  cynical  alperity  not  to 
confefs  obligations  where  no  benefit  has  been  received,  or  to  be  unwilling 
that  the  publick  fhould  confider  me  as  owing  that  to  a  Patron,  which  Provi- 
dence has  enabled  me  to  do  for  myfelf. 

"  Having  carried  on  my  work  thus  far  with  fo  litde  obligadon  to  any 
favourer  of  learning,  I  Ihall  not  be  difappointed  though  I  fhould  conclude  it, 
if  lefs  be  poflible,  with  lefs ;  for  I  have  been  long  wakened  from  that  dream 
of  hope,  in  which  I  once  boafted  myfelf  with  fo  much  exultation, 

N  "  My  Lord, 

^'-■>/i^'/'  <  ^ /'  "  Your  Loidfhip's  moft  humble 

**  Moft  obedient  fervant, 

"  Sam,  JohnsonV* 

*<  While  this  was  the  talk  of  the  town,  (fays  Dr.  Adams,  in  a  letter  to  me) 
I  happened  to  vifit  Dr.  Warburton,  who  finding  that  I  was  acquainted  with 
^  Johnfon,  defired  me  eameftly  to  carry  his  compliments  to  him,  and  to  tell 
him,  that  he  honoured  him  for  his  manly  behaviour  in  rgcding  thcfc  conde- 
fcenfions  of  Lord  Chcfterfield,  and  for  refenting  the  treatment  he  had  received 
from  him,  with  a  proper  fpirit.  Johnfon  was  vifibly  pleafed  with  this  compliment, 

*  In  this  paiTage  Dr.  J^hufon  evideatty  allodes  to  the  loTs  of  his  wife  We  find  the  fame  tender 
xecoUedtion  recuiting  to  his  mind  upon  innumefiible  occafions ;  and«  perhaps^  no  man  ever  more 
forcibly  felt  the  truth  of  the  fentiment  io  dqgantly  expreiTed  by  my  friend  Mr.  Malone,  in  his 
prologue  to  Mr.  Jephfon's  tragedy  of  '*  Julia  :" 

*'  Vain — ^wealth,  and  fame,  and  fortune's  foAering  care, 
*<  If  no  fond  bread  the  fplendid  bleffings  (hare  ; 
<'  And,  each  day's  buftlii^  pageancry  once  paft» 
**  There>  only  there«  our  blifs  is  found  at  laif 

"  Upon  comparing  this  copy  with  that  which  Dr«  Johnfon  dieted  to  me  from  recoI3eftion»  the 
irariations  ar^  found  to  be  fo  flight,  that  this  muft  be  added  to  the  many  other  poofs  which  he 
gave  of  the  wonderful  extent  and  accuracy  of  his  memofy* 

for 
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£br  he  had  always  a  high  opinion  of  Warbuiton." — ^Indeed^  the  force  of  mind     i7$4* 
which  appeared  in  this  letter,   was  congenial  with  that  which  WarburtcMi  ^STTc^ 
himielf  amply  pofiefled. 

There  is  a  curious  minute  circumftance  which  ftruck  me,  in  comparing  the 
various  editions  of  Johnibn's  imitations  of  Juvenal.  In  the  tenth  Satire, 
one  of  the  couplets  upon  the  vanity:  of  wiihes  even  for  literary  diftinAioa 
ftood  thus :  '*^ 

^'  Yet  think  what  ills  the  fcholar's  life  affail, 
'*  Pride,  envy,  want,  the  garret,  and  the  jail." 

But  after  experiencing  the  uneaSnefs  which  Lord  Chefterfield's  ^Uacious 
patronage  made  him  feel,  he  difmifled.  the  word  garret  from  the  fad  group, 
and  in  all  the  lubfequent  editions  the  line  ftands 

**  Pride,  envy,  want,  the  Patron,  and  the  jail," 

That  Lord  Chefterfield  muft  have  been  mortified  by  the  lofty  contempt, 

and  polite,  yet  keen  farire  with  which  Johnfon  exhibited  him  to  himfelf  in  this 

letter,   it  is  impolfible  to  doubt.     He,  however,  with  that  glofly  duplicity 

which  was  his  conflant  (ludy,  afFefted  to  be  quite  unconcerned.     Dr.  Adams 

mentioned  to  Mr.  Robert  Dodfley  that  he  was  ferry  Johnfon  had  written  his 

letter  to  Lord  Chefterfield.    Dodfley,  with  the  true  feelings  of  trade,  faid  "  he 

was  very  fbrry  too ;  for  that  he  had  a  property  in  the  Diftionary,  to  which  his 

Lordihip's  patronage  might  have  been  of  confequence.'*    He  then  told  Dr. 

Adams,  that  Lord  Cheflerfield  had  fhewn  him  the  letter.     "  I  Ihould  have 

imagined  (replied  Dr.  Adams)  that  Lord  Cheflerfield  would  have  concealed 

it."     "  Poh !  (&id  Dodfley)  do  you  think  a  letter  from  Johnfon  could  hurt 

Lord  Chefterfield  ?     Not  at  all.  Sir.     It  lay  upon  his  table,  where  any  body 

might  fee  it.     He  read  it  to  me  j  faid,  ^  this  man  has  great  powers,'  pointed 

out  the  feverefl  paflages,  and  oblerted  how  well  they  were  exprefled."     This 

air  of  indiflference,  which  impofed  upon  the  worthy  Dodfley,  was  certainly 

nothing  but  a  fpecimen  of  that  diflimularion  which  Lord  Cheflerfield  inculcated 

as  one  of  the  moft  cfTenrial  lefTons  for  the  conduft  of  life.     His  Lordfhip 

endeavoured  to  juflify  himfelf  to  Dodfley  from  the  charges  brought  againfl 

him  by  Johnfon ;  but  we  may  judge  of  the  flimfinefs  of  his  defence,'  from  his 

having  excufed  his  negledt  of  Johnfon,  by  faying  that  "  he  had  heard  he  had 

changed  his  lodgings,  and  did  not  know  where  he  lived  j"  as  if  there  could 

have  been  the  fmalleft  difficulty  to  inform  himfelf  of  that  circumfbnce,  by 

inquiring . 
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inquiring  in  the  literary  circk  with  which  his  Lordlhip  was  well  acquainted^ 
and  was^  indeed^  hinnfelf  one  of  its  ornaments. 

Dr.  Adams  expoftulated  with  Johnfon^  and  fuggefted^  that  his  not  being 
admitted  when  he  called  on  him,  was,  probably,  not  to  be  imputed  to  Lord 
Cheftcrfield ;  for  his  Lordfhip  had  declared  to  Dodfley,  that  "  he  would  have 
turned  off  the  beft  fervant  he  ever  had,  if  he  had  known  that  he  denied  him  to  a 
man  who  would  have  been  always  more  than  welcome ;"  and,  in  confirmation  of 
this,  he  infifted  on  Lord  Chefterfield's  general  affability  and  eafinefs  of  accefs, 
clpccially  to  literary  men.  "  Sir,  (faid  Johnfon)  that  is  not  Lord  Cheftcr- 
field i  he  is  the  proudeft  man  this  day  exifting."  "  No,  (laid  Dr.  Adams) 
there  is  one  perfon,  at  leaft,  as  proud ;  I  think,  by  your  own  account,  you 
are  the  prouder  man  of  the  two."  "  But  mine  (replied  Johnlbn,  inftantly) 
was  defenftve  pride."  This,  as  Dr.  Adams  well  oBfcrved,  was  one  of  thofe 
happy  turns  for  which  he  was  io  remarkably  ready. 

Johnlbn  having  now  explicitly  avowed  his  opinion  of  Lord  Chefterfield, 
did  xbt  refrain  from  expreffmg  himfelf  concerning  that  nobleman  with  pointed 
freedom :  '^  This  man  (faid  he)  I  thought  had  been  a  Lord  among  wits ;. 
but,  I  find,  he  is  only  a  wit  among  Lords ! "  And  when  his  Letters  to  his 
natural  Ion  were  publiihed,  he  obferved,  that  **  they  teach  the  morals  of  a  ^ 
whore,  and  the  manners  Y>f  a  dancing-mafter*." 

The  ch^rafter  of  a  *^  refpedtable  Hottentot,"  in  Lord  Chefterfield's  letters, 
has  been  generally  underftood  to  be  meant  for  Johnfon,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  it  was.     But  I  remember  when  the  Literary  Property  of  thofe  letters  was 

*  That  coUefUon  of  letters  cannot  be  vindicated  from  the  ferioas  charge  of  encouraging,  in 
fome  paflages*  one  of  the  vices  moft  deftrudlive  to  the  good  order  and  comfort  of  fociety,  which 
his  Lordfhip  reprefents  as  mere  falhionable  gallantry ;  and«  in  others^  of  inculcating  the  bafe 
pradtice  of  diffimulation^  and  recommending,  with  difproportionate  anxiety,  a  perpetual  attention 
to  external  elegance  of  manner.  But  it  mud,  at  the  fame  time  be  allowed,  that  they  contain  many 
good  precepts  of  condudl,  and  much  genuine  information  upon  life  and  manners,  very  happily 
exprefled  ;  and  that  there  was  confiderable  merit  in  paying  fo  much  attention  to  the  improvement 
of  one  who  was  dependent  upon  his  Lordfhip's  protedion  ;  it  has,  probably,  been  exceeded  in 
no  inftance  by  the  moft  exemplary  parent ;  and  though  I  can  by  no  means  approve  of  confounding 
the  diftin^on  between  lawful  and  illicit  offspring,  which  is,  in  effed,  infulting  the  civil  eftablifh- 
mcnt  of  our  country,  to  look  no  higher  ;  1  cannot  help  thinking  it  laudable  to  be  kindly  attentive 
to  thofe,  of  whofe  cxiftence  we  have,  in  any  way,  been  the  caufe. '  Mr.  Stanhope's  chara^er  has 
been  unjuftly  reprefented  as  diametrically  oppofite  to  what  Lord  Chefterfield  wiflicd  him  to  be. 
He  has  been  called  dull,  grofs,  and  aukward  :  but  I  knew  him  at  Drefden,  when  he  was  Envoy  to 
that  court ;  and  though  he  could  not  boaft  of  the  graces ^  he  was,  in  truth,  a  fenfibk,  civil, 
iveli-behaved  man* 

contefted 
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contefted  10  the  Court  of  Seflion  in  Scotland,  and  Mr.  Henry  Dundas>  one  of  the  '754. 
Counfel  for  the  proprietors,  read  this  charafter  as  an  exhibidon  qf  Johnibn,  Sir  ^JaJfTT 
David  Dalrymple,  Lord  Hailes,  one  of  the  Judges,  maintained,  with  fome 
warmth,  that  it  was  not  intended  as  a  portrait  of  Jolinfon,  but  of  a  late  noble 
Lord,  diftinguifhed  for  abftrufe  fcience.  I  have  heard  Johnfbn  himfelf  talk 
of  the  charadler,  and  fay  that  it  was  meant  for  George  Lord  Ljrtteiton,  in 
which  I  could  by  no  means  agree ;  for  his  Lordihip  liad  nothing  of  that 
violence  which  is  a  conlpicuous  feature  in  the  compolition.  Finding  that  my 
iUuftrious  friend  could  bear  to  have  it  fuppofed  that  it  might  be  meant  for 
him,  I  faid,  laughingly^  that  there  was  one  trait  which  unqueftionably  did  not 
belong  to  him ;  *'  he  throws  his  meat  any  where  but  down  his  throat/' 
"  Sir,  (faid  he)  Lord  Cheftcrfield  never  faw  me  eat  in  his  life." 

On  the  6th  of  March  came  out  Lord  Bolingbroke's  works,  publiflied  by 
,Mr.  David  Mallet.  The  wild  and  pernicious  ravings,  under  the  name  of 
"  Philolbphy,"  which  were  thus  ulhered  into  the  world,  gave  great  o&nce  to 
all  well-principled  men.  Johnfon,  hearing  of  their  tendency,  which  nobody 
difputed,  was  roufed  with  a  juft  indignation,  and  pronounced  this  memorable 
fentence  upon  the  noble  authour  and  his  editor.  ^^  Sir,  he  was  a  feoundrel^ 
and  a  coward :  'a  fcoundrel,  for  charging  a  blunderbufs  againft  religion  and 
morality ;  a  coward,  becaufe  he  had  not  refoludon  to  fire  it  off  himfelf^  but 
left  half  a  crown  to  a  beggarly  Scotchman,  to  draw  the  tri^er.  after  his 
death  !**  Garrick,  who  I  can  atteft  from  my  own  knowledge,  had  Jjis  mind 
ieafoned  with  pious  reverence,  and  fincerely  difapproved  of  the  infidel  writings 
of  feveral,  whom,  in  the  courfe  of  his  almofl  univerfal  gay  intercourfc  with 
'men  of  eminence,  he  treated  with  external  civility,  diflinguilhed  himfelf  upon 
this  occafion.  Mr.  Pelham  having  died  on  the  very  day  on  which  Lord 
Bolingbroke's  works  came  out,  he  wrote  an  elegant  Ode  6n  his  death, 
beginning 

*'  Let  others  hail  the  rifmg  fun, 

««  I  bow  to  that  whofe  courfe  is  run." 

ft 

in  which  is  die  following  flanza : 


**  The  fame  fad  mom  to  church  and  llatc 
"  (So  for  our  fins  *twas  fix'd  by  fate,) 

**  A  double  ftroke  was  given ; 
''  Black  as  the  whiriwinds  of  the  Nordi, 
St.  John's  fell  genius  ifTued  forth, 

"  And  Pelham  fled  to  heaven/' 

U 


u 


/ 


Johnfon 


I 
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'  7y4*  Johnfon  this  year  found  an  interval  of  Icifure  to  make  an  excurfion  to  Oxford, 
^MuC  '  ^^^  ^^  purpofc.of  confulting  the  libraries  there.  Of  this,  and  of  many  intc- 
refting  circumftances  concerning  him,  during  a  part  of  his  life  when-  he  con- 
verfed  but  little  with  the  world,  I  am  enabled  to  give  a  particular  account,  by 
the  liberal  communications  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Thomas  Waiton,  who  has 
obligingly  furnilhed  me  with  feveral  of  our  common  friend's  letters,  which  he 
has  illuftrated.with  notes.     Thefe  I  Ihall  infert  in  their  proper  places. 

To  the  Reverend  Mr.  Thomas  Warton. 

''  Sir, 

"  I T  is  but  an  ill  return  for  the  book  with  which  you  were  pleafed  to 
favour  me ',  to  have  delayed  my  thanks  for  it  till  now.  I  am  too  apt  to  be 
negligent  j  but  I  can  never  deliberately  fhew  my  difrepeS:  to  a  man  of  your 
chara6ter:  and  I  now  pay  you  a  very.honeft  acknowledgement,  for  the 
advancement  of  the  literature  of  our  native  country.  You  have  diewn  to 
aB,  who  fhall  hereafter  attempt  the  ftudy  of  our  ancient  authours,  the  way  to 
fuccefsj  by  direfting  them  to  the  peru&l  of  the  books  which  thofe  aotheurs 
had  read.  Of  this  method,  Hughes  ♦,  and  men  much  greater  than  Hughes, 
fcem  never  to  have  thought.  The  reafon  why  the  authourS,  which  are  yet 
read,  of  the  fixteenth  century,  are  fo  litde  underftood,  is,  that  they  are  read 
alone  i  and  no  help  is  borrowed  from  thofe  who  lived  with  them,  or  before 
them.  Some  part  of  this  ignorance  I  hope  to  remove  by  my  book  *,  which 
now  draws  towards  its  end  i  but  which  I  cannot  finifh  to  my  mind,  without 
viliting  the  libraries  of  Oxford,  which  I,  therefore,  hope  to  fee  in  a  fortnight*. 
I  know  not  how  long  I  fhall  ftay,  or  where  I  Ihall  lodge ;  but  ihall  be  fure 
to  look  for  you  at  my  arrival,  and  we  fhall  eafily  fetde  the  reft.  I  ana, 
dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  obedient,  &c. 

««  [London,]  J0I7  16,  1754.  Sam,  Johnson.'* 

Of  his  convcrfation  while  at  Oxford  at  this  time,  Mr,  Warton  has  prefcrved 
and  communicated  to  me  the  following  memorial,  which,  though  not  written 


•  •*  Obfcrvations  on  Spenfcr'fi  Fairy  Queen,  the  firfl  edition  of  which  was  now  jufl  publiihcd.'* 

♦  "  Hughes  publifhed  an  edition  of  Spenfcr."  »  '«  His  Diaionarj/' 

^  *<  He  came  to  Oxford  within  a  fortnight,  and  flayed  about  five  weeks.  He  lodged  at  a 
houfe  called  Kettel-haU>  near  Trinity  College.  But  during  this  vifit  at  Qxfoid^  he  colledkd 
nothing  in  the  libraries  for  his  DiAionaiy." 

with 
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^ith  all  die  care  and  attention  which  that  learned  and  elegant  writer  beftows 
on  thofe  compofidons  which  he  intends  for  the  publick  eye,  is  fo  happily 
cxprefled  in  an  eafy  flyle,  that  I  fhould  injure  it  by  any  alteradon : 
.  *^*  When  JohnioQ  -came  to  Oxford  in  1754,  the  long  vacation  was  begin- 
ning, and  moR:  people  were  leaving  the  place.  This  was  the  firft  time  of  his 
being  there,  after  quitting  the  Univerfity.  The  next  morning  after  his 
arnval,  he  wiflied  to  fee  his  old  College,  Pembroke.  I  went  wkh  him.  He 
was  highly  pleafed  to  find  all  the  College-fervants  which  he  had  left  there 
ilill  remaining,  particularly  a  very  old  buder  j  and  exjprefled  great  fatisfaftion 
at  being  recognifed  by  them,  and  converfed  with  them  familiarly.  He  waited 
pn  the  mafter.  Dr.  Radcliffe,  who  received  him  very  coldly.  Johnlbn  at 
leaft  expe£fced,  that  the  mailer  would  order  a  copy  of  his  Di6i:ionary,  now 
iiear^ublicationi  but  the  matter  did  not  choofe  to  talk  on  the  fubjcd,  never 
Aflced  Johnfon  to  dine,  nor  even  to  vifit  him,  while  he  ftayed  at  Oxford. 
After  we  had  left  the  Lodgings,  Jdinfon  faid  to  me,  *  Th^^e  lives  a  man,  who 
lives  by  the  revenues  of  literature,  and  will  not  move  a  finger  to  fupport  it, 
Jf  I  come  to  live  at  Oxford,  I  (hall  uke  up  my  abode  at  Trinity.'  We  then 
called  on  the  Reverend  Mr.  Meeke,  one  of  the  fellows,  and  of  Johnfon's 
itanding.  Here  was  a  moft  cordial  greeting  on  both  fides.  On  leaving  him, 
Johnfon  faid,  ^  I  ufcd  to  think  Meeke  had  excellent  parts,  when  we  were 
boys  together  at  the  College :  but,  alas ! 

^  Loft  in  a  convent's  fofitary  gloom !  * 

*  I  remember,  at  the  claflical  lefture  in  the  Hall,  I  could  not  bear  Meeke*s 
Superiority,  and  I  tried  to  fit  as  far  from  him  as  I  could,  that  I  might  not 
•hear  him  conftrue.* 

"  As  we  were  leaving  the  College,  he  faid,  *  Here  I  tranflated  Pope's 
•Mefliah.    Which  do  you  think  is  the  beft  line  in  it  ?    My  own  favourite  is, 

'  Dalits  aromatic  as  ftindit  Sartmica  nuhes* 

3  told  him,  I  thought  it  a  very  fonorous  hexameter.  I  did  not  tell  him,  it  was 
not  in  the  Virgilian  ftyle.  He  much  regretted  that  his  Jirft  tutor  was  dead  5 
for  whom  he  feemed  to  retain  the  greateft  regard.  He  faid,  *  I  once  had  been 
a  whole  morning  Aiding  \^Jkating\  in  Chrift-Church  Meadow,  and  mifled  his 
le&ure  in  logick.  After  dinner^  he  fent  /or  me  to  his  room.  I  expe&ed  a 
iharp  rebuke  for  my  idlenefs,  and  went  with  a  bearing  heart.  When  we  were 
feated,  he  told  me  he  had  fent  for  me  to  drink  a  glafs  of  wine  with  him,  and 
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tQ  teD  me,  he  was  nof  angry  with  me  for  miffing  his  ledure.  This  was,  iff 
fe6t,  a  moll  fevere  reprimand.  Some  more  of  the  boys  were  dicn  fent  fbr^ 
and  we  ipent  a  very  pleafant  afternoon/  Befides  Mr.  Meeke>  there  was  only 
one  other  Fellow  of  Pembroke  now  refident :  from  both  of  whom  Johnfoa 
received  the  grcateft  civilities  during  this  vifit,  and  they  prefled  him  very  mucb 
to  have  a  room  in  the  College.  « 

«'  In  the  courfe  of  this  vifit  (1754),  Johnfon  and  I  walked,  three  or  four 
times,  to  Ellsfield,  a  village  beautifully  fituated  about  three  miles  from  Oxford, 
to  fee  Mr.  Wife,  Radclivian  librarian,  with  whom  Johnfon  was  much  pleafed» 
At  this  pUce,  Mr.  Wife  had  fitted  up  a  houfe  and  gardens,  m  a  fingulaf 
manner,  but  with  great  tafte.  Here  was  an  excellent  library  5  particularly^ 
a  valuable  coUeftion  of  books  in  Northern  literature,  with  which  Johnfon  was 
often  very  bufy.  One  day  Mr.  Wife  read  to  us  a.  differtation  which  h^  was, 
preparing  for  the  prefs,  intided,  •  A  Hiftory  and  Chronology  of  the  fabulous. 
Ages.*  Some  old  divinities  of  Thrace,  related  to  the  Titans,  and  called  thr 
Cabiri,  made  a  very  important  part  of  the  theory  of  this  piece;  and  iiir 
,  converfation  afterwards,  Mr.  Wife  talked  much  of  his  Cabiri.  As  we 
returaed  to  Oxford  in  the  evening,  I  out- walked  Johnfon,  and  he  cried  out 
Sufflaminay  a  Latin  word  which  came  from  his  mouth  with  peculiar  grace, 
und  was  as  much  as  to  fay,  Pta  on  your  drag-cbain.  Before  we  got  home,  I 
again  walked  too  faft  for  him  j  and  he  now  cried  out,  *  Why,  you  walk 
as  if  you  were  purfued  by  all  the  Cabiri  in  a  body/  In  an  evening,  we 
frequently  took  long  walks  from,  Oxford  into  the  country,  returning  to  fup- 
per.  Once,  in  our  way  home,  we  viewed  the  ruins  of  the  abbies  of  Ofeney 
and  Rewley,  near  Oxford  After  at  leaft  half  an  hour's  filence,  JohnfoA 
laid,  *  I  viewed  them  with  indignation  I'  We  had-  then  a  long  converfation 
en  Gochick  buildings  i  and  in  talking  of  the  form  of  old  halls,  he  faid,  ^  In 
thefe  halls,  the  fire-place  was  anciently  always  in  the  middle  of  the  room, 
till  the  Whigs  removed  it  on  one  fide/ — ^About  this  time  there  had  been  ai> 
execution  of  two  or  three  criminals  at  Oxford  on  a  Monday.  Soon  after- 
wards, one  day  at  dinner,  I  was  faying  diat  Mr.  Swinton  the  chaplain  of  the 
gaol,  and  alfo  a  frequent  preacher  before  the  Univerfity,  a  learned  man,  but 
often  thoughtlefs  and  abfent,  preached  the  condemnationr-fermon  on  repentance, 
before  the  convifts,  on  the  preceding  day,  Sunday :  and  that  in  the  clofe  he 
told  his  audience,  that  he  fhould  give  them  the  remainder  of  what  he  had  t6 
fay  on  the  fubjeft,  the  next  Lord's  Day.  Upon  which,  one  of  our  company, 
a  Doftor  of  Divinity,  ind  a  plain  matter-of-fa6t-man,  by  way  of  offering  an 
apology  for  Mr.  Swinton,  gravely  remarked,  that  he  had  probably  preached 

the 
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the  famefermon  before  the  Univerfity :  *  Yes,  Sir,  (fays  Johnfon)  but  the 
Unhrcrfity  were  not  to  be  hanged  the  next  morning.' 

**  I  forgot  to  oWerve  before,  that  when  he  left  Mr.  Meeke,  (as  I  have 
told  abbve)  he  added,  *  About  the  fame  time  of  life,  Meeke  was  left  bdiind 
at  Oxford  to  feed  on  a  Fellowfliip,  and  I  went,  to  London  to  get  my  living  :- 
now.  Sir,  fee  the  difference  of  our  literary  charafters !" 

The  following  letter  was  written  by  Dr.  Johnfon  to  Mr.  Chambers,  of 
Lincoln  College,  now  Sir  Robert  Chambers,  one  of  the  Judges  in  India ^i 

To  Mr.  Chambers,   of  Lincoln  College, 
**  Dear  Sir, 

*^  T  H  E  commiflion  which  I  delayed  to  trouble  you  with  at  your 
departure,  I  am  now  obliged  to  fend  you ;  and  beg  that  you  will  be  fo  kind  as 
to  Ibrry  it  to  Mr.  Warton,  of  Trinity,  to  whom  I  Ihould  have  written  imme- 
diately, but  that  I  know  not  if  he  be  yet  come  back  to  Oxford. 

«  In  die  Catalogue  of  MSS.  of  Gr.  Brit,  fee  vol.  I.  pag.  i8.  MSS.  BodL 
Martyrium  XV.  martyrumjub  Juliano^  auEtore  TbeophylaSo. 

"  It  is  defired  that  Mr.  Warton  will  inquire,  and  fend  word,  what  will  be 
the  coll  of  tranfcriblng  this  manufcript. 

"  Vol.  II.  pag.  32.  Num.  1022.  58.  Coll.  Nov.'^^Commenfaria  in  Asia 
Jipoftoh'-^omment.  in  Septem  Epijlolas  Catholicas. 

"  He  is  defired  to  tell  what  is  the  age  of  each  of  thefe  manufcripts ;  and^ 
what  it  will  coft  to  have  a  tranfcript  of  the  two  firft  pages  of  each. 

«  If  Mr.  Warton  be  not  in  Oxford,  you  may  try  if  you  can  get  it  done 
by  any  body  elfej  or  ftay  till  he  comes,  according  to  your  own  convenience. 
It  is  for  an  Italian  literato. 

"  The  anfwer  is  to  be  direded  to  his  Excellency  Mr.  Zon,  Venetian  Refi- 
•dent,,  Soho-lquare. 

"  I  hope,  dear  Sir,  .  that  you  do  not  regret  the  change  of  London  for 
Oxford.  Mr.^Baretti  is  well,  ^d  Mifs  Williams*  j  and  we  fhall  all  be  glad 
to  hear  from  you,  whenever  you  Ihall  be  fo  kind  as  to  write  to.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 
««  Nov.  21,  1754.  Sam.  Johnson.** 

The- 

'  Comnuinicated  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Thomas  Warton^  who  has  the  original. 
*  '*  I  prefame  fhe  was  a  relation  of  Mr.  Zachariah  Williams,  who  died  in  his  eighty-thiid 
year,  July  iz,  1755.    When  Dr.  Johnibn  was  with  me  at  Oxford,  in  1755,  he  gave  to  the 

Bodleiaa 
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The  degree  of  Matter  of  Arts,  4which,  it  has  been  obferved,  could  not  be 
obtained  for  him  at  an  early  period  of  his  life,  was  now  confidercd  as  an  honour 
of  confiderable  importance,  in  order  to  grace  the  tide-page  of  his  Diftionary ; 
and  his  charafter  in  the  literary  world  being  by  this  time  defervedly  high,  his 
friends  thought  that  if  proper  exertions  were  made,  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford 
would  pay  him  the  compliment. 

To  ti^e  Reverend  Mr.  Thomas  Warton. 

*^  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  A  M  extremely  obfiged  to  you  and  to  Mr.  Wife,  for  the  uncom- 
mon care  which  you  have  taken  of  my  intereft ' :  if  you  can  accomplifh 
your  kind  defign,  I  Ihall  certainly  take  me  a  litde  habitation  among  you. 

^  The  books  which  I  promifed  to  Mr.  Wife*,  I  have  not  been  able  to 
procure :  but  I  Ihall  fend  him  a  Finnick  Diftionary,  the  only  copy,  perhaps, 
in  England,  which  was  prefcnted  me  by  a  learned  Swede-,  .but  I  keep  k  back, 
that  it  may  make  a  fet  of  my  own  books  of  die  new  edition,  with  which  I 
ihall  accompany  it,  more  welcome.     You  will  affure  him  of  -my  gratitude. 

^  Poor  dear  CoUins  * ! — ^Would  a  letter  give  him  any  pleafiire  ?  I  have  a 
mind  to  write. 

^'  I  am  glad  of  your  -hindrance  in  your  Spenferian  defign  \  yet  I  would  not 
have  it  delayed.    Three  hours  a  day  ftolen  from  fleep  and  amufcmcnt  will 

Bodleian  Libraiy  a  thin  <]aaito  of  4«reiit)M)ne  pages,  a  woik  in  Italian,  with  an  Engliib  tcanflaiion 
4>n  the  oppofite  page.  The  Englilh  title-page  is  this :  '  An  Account  of  an  Attempt  to  afcertain 
the  Longitude  at  Sea,  by  an  exaA  Variation  of  the  Magnctical  Needle,  &c«  By  Zachariah 
Williams.  London,  printed  for  Dodfley,  1755/  The  Englilh  tranflation,  from  the  ftrongeft 
internal  marks,  is  unqueftionably  the  work  of  Johnfon«  In  a  blank  leaf,  Johnfon  has  written  the 
age,  and  time  of  death,  of  the  aathoar  Z.  Williams,  as  I  have  faid  above.  On  another  blank 
kaf,  is  pafted  a  paragraph  from  a  newfpaper,  of  the  death  and  charafkr .  of  Williams,  which  it 
plainly  written  by  Johnfon.  He  was  very  anxious  about  placing  this  book  in  the  Bodleian  :  and, 
for  fear  of  any  omiflion  or  midake,  he  entered,,  in  the  great  Catalogue,  the  title-page  of  it,  witb 
hisownliand." 

*  **  In  procusing  him  the  degree  of  Mafter  of  Arts  by  diploma  at  Oxford." 

'  *'  Lately  Eellow  of  Trinity  College^  and  at  this  ti^ie  Jladclivian  librarian,  at  Oxford.  He 
was  a  man  of  veiy  confiderable  learning,  and  eminently  (killed  in  Roman  and  An^lo-Sayon  anii« 
quities.    He  died  in  1767." 

*  **  Collins  (the  poet)  was  at  this  time  at  Oxford,  on  a  vifit  to  Mr.  Warton  ;  but  labonwg 
under  the  moft  deplorable  languor  of  body,  and  dejecUon  of  mind." 

3  «<  Of  pnblilhing  a  volume  of  Obfervations  on  the  beft  of  Spenfer's  works.  It  wasittAdeitd  by 
piy  taking  pupils  in  this  College." 

jridi 
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produce  it.     Let  a  Servitour*  tranfcribe  the  quotations,  and  interleave  diem      17^:4. 
with  references,  to  fave  tinne.     This  will  fhorten  the  work,   and  leflfen  the  ^^^^^^    ~^ 
fatigue. 

*'  Can  I  do  any  tiling  to  promoting  the  diploma  ?.  I  would  not  be  wanting 
to  co-operate  with  your  kindnefs  -,  of  which,  whatever  be  the  efFeft,  I  IhaU 
be^  dear  Sir,. 

**  Your  moft  obliged,  &c. 

"  [London,]  Nov.  28,  17J4.  Sam.  JohhsoN." 

To  the  fame. 
^'  Dear  Sir, 

•*  I  AM  extremely  fenfibte  of  the  favour  done  me,  both  by  Mr.  Wife 
aid  yourfelf.  The  book  ^  cannot,  I  think,  be  printed  in  lefs  than  fix  weeks> 
nor  probably  fo  foon ;  and  I  will  keep  back  the  title-page,  for  fuch  an  infer- 
tion  as  you  feem  to  promife  me.  Be  pleafed  to  let  me  know  what  money  I 
fliall  fend  you,  for  bearing  the  expence  of  the  affair :  and  I  will  take  care 
that  you  may  have  it  ready  at  your  hand. 

*^  I  had  lately  the  fevour  of  a  letter  from  your  brother,  with  Ibme  account 
of  poor  Collins,  for  whom  I  am  much  concerned.  I  have  a  notion,  that  by 
very  great  temperance,  or  more  properly  abftinence,  he  may  yet  recover. 

<<  There  is  an  old  Englifh  and  Latin  book  of  poems  by  Barclay,  called 
*  The-  Ship  of  Fools  j'  at  the  end  of  which  arc  a  number  of  Egbgues,  fo  he 
writes  it,  from  Egloga,  which  are  probably  the  firft  in  our  language.  If  you 
cannot  find  the  book,  I  will  get  Mr.  Dodflcy  to  fend  it  you. 

^  I  Ihall  be  extremely  ^ad  to  hear  from  you  again,  to  know  if  the  affair 
proceeds  *.  I  have  mentioned  it  to  none  of  my  friends,  for  fear  of  being 
laughed  at  for  my  difappointment. 

^^  You»know  poor  Mn.Dodfley  has  loft  his  wife j  I  believe  he  is  much 
affefted.  I  hope  he  will  not  fuffer  fo  much  as  I  yet  fiifier  for  the  lofs  of 
mine. 

I  have  ever  fihce  feemed  to  myfelf  broken  off  from  mankind  5  a  kind  of 
folitary  wanderer  in  the  wild  of  life,  without  any  direftion,  or  fixed  point 
of  view :  a  gloomy  gazer  on  a  world  to  which  I  have  litde  relation.  Yet  I 
would  endeavour,  by  the  help  of  you  and  your  brother,  to  fupply  the  want  of 
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Young  fhdents  of  the  lowcft  lank  at  Oxford  are  fo  called.'' 
*  "  His  Diaionaiy,!*  ?  .«  Of  the  degree  at  Oxfoid.*.* 

clofer 
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«7J4*     clofer  union,  by  fricndlhip:   and  hope  to  bave  long  the  pleafurc  of  being, 

Sn^  <i«ar  Sir, 

"  Moft  afFcdionately  your's, 

♦^  [London.]  Dec.  21,  I7j?4.  Sam.  JOHNSON." 

«755'  ^^  ^7SS  ^'^  behold  him  to  great  advantage  ;  his  degree  of  Mafter  of  Arts 

conferred  upon  him,  his  Diftionary  publiflied,  his  correJpondence  animated, 
his  benevolence  exercifed. 

To  the  Reverend-Mr.  Thomas  Warton. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  WROTE  to  you  fomc  weeks  ago,  but  believe  did  not  direct 
accurately,  and  therefore  know  not  whether  you  had  my  letter.  I  would, 
likewife,  write  to  your  brother,  but  know  not  where  to  find  him.  I  now 
begin  to  fee  land,  after  having  wandered,  according  to  Mr.  Warburton's 
phrafe,  in  this  vaft  fea  of  words.  What  reception  I  Ihall  meet  with  on  the 
Ihore,  I  know  not ;  whether  the  found  of  bells,  and  acclamations  of  the 
people,  which  Ariofto  talks  of  in  his  laft  Canto,  or  a  general  murmur  of 
diflike,  I  know  not :  whether  I  ihall  find  upon  the  coaft  a  Calypfo  that  will 
court,  or  a  Polypheme  that  will  refift.  But  if  Polypheme  comes,  have  at 
his  eyes.  I  hope,  however,  the  criticks  will  let  me  be  at  peace  j  for  though 
I  do  not  much  fear  their  ikill  and  ftrength,  I  am  a  little  afraid  of  myfel^  and 
would  not  willingly  feel  fo  much  ill-will  in  my  bofom  as  literary  quarrels  ar^ 
apt  to  excite. 

"  Mr.  Barretti  is  about  a  work  for  which  he  is  in  great  want  of  Crefcimbeni, 
which  you  may  liave  again  when  you  pleafe. 

'^  There  is  nothing  confiderable  done  or  domg  among  us  here.  We  are 
not,  perhaps,  as  innocent  as  villagers,  but  moft  of  us  feem  to  be  as  idle.  I 
hope,  however,  you  are  bufyj  and  Ihould  be  glad  to  know  what  you  arc 
doing.     I  am,  deareft  Sir, 

^'  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

[London,]  Feb.  i,  1755.  SaM.   JohnSON." 

I'd  '  the  fame. 
^^-Dbar  Sir, 

"  I  RECEIVED  your  Icttacr  this  day,  with  great  fcnfc  of  the  favour 
that  has  been  done  me  ^ ;  for  which  I  return  my  moft  fincere  thanks :  and 

7  ««  His  degree  had  now  paft,  according  to  the  ufital  form,  the  fuffrages  of  the  heads  of  Colleges; 
Jbtit  was  not  yet  finally  granted  by  the  Univerfity.  It  was  carried  without  a  fingle  diffenticnt  voice." 

4  entreat 


T«E    tiPl    OF    DR.    JOHKSO^.  ^g^ 

Untrnt  yoti  ^td  psf  to  Mr.  Wife  Ibch  returns  as  I  oi^  to  make  for  fb  mudi     i7ss. 
iciadnefs  To  little  ddcrved. 


Jfiut.  46.  I 

*^  I  fent  Mr.  Wife  the  Lexicon,  and  afterwards  wrote  to  him  -,  but  know 

not  whether  he  had  either  the  book  or  letter.    Be  io  good  as  to  contrive  to  ' 

enquire. 

«'  But  why  docs  my  dear  Mr.  Warton  tell  me  nothing  of  himfelf?    Where 

luings  the  new  volume '  ?     Can  1  help  ?     Let  not  the  paft  labour  be  loft,  for 

want  of  a  litde  more :  but  fnatch  what  time  you  can  from  the  Hall,  and  the 

pupils,  and  the  coffee-houie,  and  the  parks,  and  complete  your  defign. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

^0  the  fame. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

^*  I  H  A  D  a  letter  laft  week  from  from  Mr.  Wife,  but  have  yet  heard 
nothing  from  you,  nor  know  in  what  ftate  my  affair  ftands'^  of  which  I  beg 
Jrou  to  inform  me,  if  you  can,  to-moVrow,  by  the  return  of  the  poft. 

*^  Mr.  Wife  fends  me  wovd,  that  he  has  not  had  the  Finnick  Lexicon  jtx^ 
which  I  fent  fome  time  ago;  and  if  he  has  it  not,  you  muft  enquire  after  it. 
However,  do  not  let  your  letter  ftay  for  that.  .        .  ' 

*^  Your  brother,  who  is  a  better  corre'lpondent  than  you,  and  not  much 
better,  fends  me  word,  that  your  pupils  keep  you  in  College :  but  do  they 
keep  you  fronri  writing  too?  Let  them,  at  leaft,  give  you  time  to  write 
to,  dear  Sir, 

*^  Your  moft  affeaiohate,  &C 

*'  [Lohdbn,]  Feb.  13,  1755.  SaM*  JOHNSON.** 

7i  the  fame. 
^f  Dear  Sir, 

"  T)r.  Kikg'  was  with  me  a  few  minutes  before  your  letter;  this, 
however,  is  the  firft  inftance  in  which  your  kind  intentions  to  me  have  ever 
been  fruftrated  \    \  have  now  the  full  efFedt  of  your  care  and  benevolence ; 

•  "  On  Spehfcr."  »  "  Of  the  degree." 

'  "  Pnncipal  of  Saint  Maiy  Hall  at  Oxford.    He  brought  with  him  the  diploma  from  ^ 

Oxford/* 

*  ^'  I  fuppofe  Johnfon  means  that  my  hmd  iuteutimt  of  being  the  firjl  to  give  him  the  good  news 
of  the  degree  being  granted  w^Afruftraud,  becaufe  Dr.  King  brought  it  before  my  intelligence 
amvfid." 

and 
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i75$«      and  am  far  from  thinking  it  a  flight  honour^  or  a  fmaU  advantage;    fince  it 
^tzi.  ±6.  ^^  ^^^  P^^  ^^^  enjoyment  of  your  converfation  more  frequendy  in  the  power 
of,  dear  Sir> 

<<  Your  mofb  obliged  and  afFedtionate 

"  Sam.  Johnson. 

"  P.  S.  I  have  enclofed  a  letter  to  the  Vice-Chancellor ',  wliich  you  will 
read ;  and,  if  you  like  it,  fcal  and  give  hinu 

"  [London,]  Feb.  1755." 

As  the  publick  wiU  doubtlefs  be  pleafed  to  fee  the  whole  progrels  of  thi& 
well-earned  academical  honour,  I  fliall  iniert  the  Chancellor  of  Oxfbrd^s  letter 
to  the  Univerfity  *,  the  diploma,  and  Johnfon's  letter  of  thanks  to  the  Vicc^ 
Chancellor. 

To  the  Reverend  Dr.  Huddesford,  Vice-Chancellor  of  the  Univerfity  cf 
Oxford,  to  he  communicated  to  the  Heads  of  Houfesy  andpropofed  in  Convocation^ 

*'  Mr.  Vice-Chancellor,  and  Gentlemen, 

"  Mr.  Samuel  Johnson,  who  was  formerly  of  Pembroke  College,, 
having  very  eminendy  diftinguiftied  himfelf  by  the  publication  of  a  feries  of 
cjfliiys,  excellently  calculated  to  form  the  manners  of  the  people,  and  in 
which  the  caufe  of  religion  and  morality  is  every  where  maintained  by  the 
ftrongefl:  powers  of  argument  and  language,  and  who  fliortly  intends  to 
publifh  a  Didionary  of  the  Englifh  Tongue,  formed  on  a  new  plan,  and 
executed  with  the  greateft  labour  and  judgement  j  I  perfuade  myfelf  that  I 
fhall  adt  agreeably  to  the  fentiments  of  the  whole  Univerfity,  in  defiring 
that  it  may  be  propofed  in  convocation  to  confer  on  him  the  degree  of  M^er 
of  Arts  by  diploma^  to  which  I  readily  give  my  confcnt  i  and  am, 

"  Mrr  Vice-Chancellor,  and  Gentlemen, 

"  Your  affeftionate  friend  and  fervant, 

♦'  Grofvcnor.fttcct,  Feb. 4,  1 755.  A R  R  A  N." 


«  "  Dr.  Huddesford,  Picfidcnt  of  Trinity  College/* 
^  Extraftcd  from  the  Convocation-Regifter,  Oxford. 


^^  Diploma 
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Term.  S^ 


rcrm.  Jf-  "I 

HilaiiL     \  «   DiPLOMA   MaOISTRI   JohNSON. 

'755-     J 
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«  CANCELLARIUSj  Magiftri  et  Scbolares  TJnvoerfitatis  Oxonienfis 
omnibus  ad  quas  hoc  prefens  Jcripwn  feromerity  Jalutem  in  Domino  fempitemam. 

«  Cum  turn  in  finm  gradus  academici  a  majoribus  noftris  inftituti  fuerint^  ut 

viri  ingenio  et  doSrind  prafiantes  titulis  quoque  propter  cater os  inftgnirentur  i  cumque 

vir  doSiffimus  Samuel  John/on  e  Collegio  Pembrocbienft,  Jcriptis  Juis  populartum 

mores  informantibiis  dudum  literdto  orbi  innotuerit\    quin  et  lingua  patria  turn 

mumda  turn  ftabilienda  (Lexicon  Jcilicet  Anglicanum  fummo  ftudioy  fummo  a  Je 

judicio  congeftum  propediem  editurus)  etiam  nunc  utiliffimam  impendat  operam ;  Nos 

igifur  Cancellariusy  Magiftri y  et  Scbolares  antediSiy  ne  virum  de  Uteris  bumani" 

wibus  optimi  meritum  dhaius  inbonoratum  pratereamus,   in  Jolenni  Convocatione  ^ 

DoSorumy  Magifirorumy  Regentiumy^et  non  RegentiuMy  decimo  die  Menfts  Februarii 

Anno  Domini  MlUfimo  Septengenteffimo  ^nquagejimo  quinto  babitdy  prafatum 

^irum  Samuelem  Jobn/on  ( confpirantibus  omnium  JuffragLis)  magi/lrum  in  artibus 

renunciavimus  et  conftituimus  j  eumque,  virtute  prafentis  diplomatisy  Jingulis  juribus 

privilegiis  et  bonoribus  ad  ifium  gradum  qudqui  pertinentibus  frui  et  gaudere 

juffimus. 

*«  h  cujus  ret  teftimonium  JigiUum  Univerfitatis  Oxonienfis  prafentibus  apponi 

focimus. 

^  Datum  in  Domo  noftra  Convocationis  die  ad"  Mefffis  Feb.  Amo  Dam. 
pratUSo. 
*^  Diploma  fupra  Jcriptum  per  Rjtgi/irarium  leSlum  eraty  et  ex  decreto  venerabilis 
DomUs  communi  Univerfitatis  Jigillft  munitum  ^!' 

DOM.   DOCTORI   HUDDESFORD,    OxONIENSIS    AcADEMIiE  VlCE- 

Cancellario. 

*'  INGRATUS  plani  et  tibi  et  mibi  videary  niji  quanto  me  gaudio 
affecerinty  quos  nuper  mibi  bonores  (te  credo  auSiore)  decrevit  Senatus  Academicusy 
liierarumy  quo  tamen  nibil  leviusy  officioy  Jignificem :  ingratus  etiamy  nifi  comitatemy 
qud  vir  eximius  ^  mibi  veftri  teftimonium  amoris  in  manus  traduBty  agnofcam  et 
laudem.    Si  quid  eft  undi  rei  tam  grata  accedat  gratia,  hoc  ipfo  magis  mibi  placet i 

'  The  orignal  is  xa  017  pofleffion. 

^  We  nay  conceive  what  a  high  gratification  it  maft  have  been  to  Johnfon  to  receive  his 
diploma  from  the  hands  of  the  great  Dr.  Ki  no,  whofe  principles  were  fo  congenial  with  his  own* ' 

X  2  q^fid 
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quod  eo  tempore  in  ordines  Academicos  denuo  cooptatus  Jtm^  qua  mam  ipiminuer^^ 
jgxaii  46^  au£toritatem^  famamqm  Ose/onH  Uie^^  onmUms  imdis  esu^ntnr  homines  'da/ri,  nee 
tamem  acuti :  quibus  ego,  prout  viro  umbraiico  licuifr  Jemper  refiith^  Jemper 
refiituras.  ^i  emm,  inter  has  renm  preeellois,  vel  TiH  vd  Academic  defuerit, 
ilium  virtuH  ei  Uteris y  fibique  et  po^ens^  defuturum  emfimQ^ 

**  S*  Johnson^* 

Ji  the.  Reverend  Mr.  Thom,a4  Warton^ 

*»'  Dear  Sir> 

^  AFTER  I  received  my  diploma,  I  wrote  you  a  letter  of  thanks,, 
with  a  letter  to  the  Vice-Chancellor,  and  fent  anothw  to  Mr^  Wife  j  but  hav« 
heard  from  nobody  fince,  and  beg^  to  think  myfelf  forgotten.  It  is  true, 
1  fent  you  a  douWe  letter^  and  you^  may  fear  an  expenfive  correlpondent ;  but 
1  would  ha^e  taken  it  kindly,  if  you  had  returned  it  treble :  and  what  is  a 
double  letter  to  ^  petty  IHng,  diat  having  feilowjhip  and  fates,  can  fleep  widiout 
a  Modus  in  his.  head^  ? 

«  Dear  Mn  Warto»i  let  me  hear  from  you^  and  teH  me  fbmething,  I  car© 
not  what,  fo  I  hear  it  but  from  you.  Something  I  will  tell  you :— I  hope  t(K 
6e  noy  Diffcioqary  bound  and  lettered,  next  week  i-^-^afid  molejuperbus.  And 
I  have  a  great  mind  to  come  to  Ox£brd  at  Eafter  -,  but  you  will  not  invite 
me.  ^  Sh^  I  come  Uninvited,  or  flay' here  where  nobody  perhaps  would  mils 
me  if  I  went  ?.    A  hard  choice  !     But  fuch  is  the  world  to,  dear  Sir, 

Your,  &C. 

•*  [London J  March  20,.  1 75^-  Sam,  J O H  N S 0 n/* 

r 

ffi  the  famei. 
'^  Dear  Sir, 

«c  THO^^^  ^^^  ^^  writej.  when  a  man  cap  write  lb.  Well,  is  an 
offence  fuffici^^ntly  heinous,  yet  I  Ih^  p^^fs  it  by.  I  ana  very  gla4  thai  the 
Vice-Chancellor  was  plea^d  with  my  note^  I  Ihall  impariemly  otpedl:  you  aA 
London,  dut  we  may  confid<;r  what,  tp  dp  nex^.  I  intend  in  the  winter  to 
open  a  BiUitaheque,  an4  remember^  th^t^ou  are  to  fub&ribci  a  iheet  a.  yoar.;. 
kt  us  try,  likewife,  if  we  cannot  perfuade  your  brother  to  fubfcribe  another. 

'  «<  The  words  in  ItalickB  aie  allofions  to  pafl^ea  in  Ml^  Wartoa's  poeffi»  caUtd  *  The 
?«ooRft6t-of  DitcowTBNT/  oow; lately ptthUflicd/' 

4  My 
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My  book  is  now  coming  in  luminis  eras.  What  will  be  its  fiite  I  know  not^ 
nor  think  much^  becauie  thinking  is. to nopuipofe.  It  mufl (land  the  cenfure 
of  the  great  vulgar  qndtbeJmaUi  of  thofe  that  underhand  it>  and  that  und^r^ 
ftand  it  not*  But  in  all  this,  I  fufFer  no?  alone :  every  writer  h^s  the  fame 
difficulties,  and,  perhaps,  every  waiter  talks  of  them  more  than  he  thinks* 

♦*  You  will  be'pl^a&d  to,  make  my  compliments  to  all  my  friends;,  and  be 
fo  kind,  at  every  idle  hou;-,  as  to  remember,  dev  Sir, 

"  Your,  &q. 
•   «♦  [London,]  March 2;,  1755.  Sam.  Johnson/* 

Dn  Adams  toW  me,  diat  this  fcheme  of  a  Bihliothtque  was  a  ferious  one  j 
for  upon  his*yiflting-  him  one  day,  he  found  his  pariour  floor  covered  with 
parcds  of  foreign  and  EngKfh  literary  journals,  and  he  told  Dr.'  Adams  he 
Qi^ant  to  undertake  a  Review.  *'  How,  Sir,  (laid  Dr.  Adams,  can  you 
think  of  doing  it  alone  ?  All  branches  of  knowledge  mult  be  confidered  in 
it.  Do  you  know  Mathematicks  ?  Do  you  know  Natural  Hiftory  ?"  Johnfon 
anfwered,  "  Why,  Sir,  I  mull  do  as  well  as  I  can.  My  chief  purpofe  is  to 
give  my  CQUotrymon  a  view  of  what  is  doing  in  literature  upon  the  continent ;. 
andl.l|iallllave>  in  a-  good  mealure,  the  choice  of  my  fubjeft,  for  I  Ihall 
feleft  fuch  books  as  I  bell  underlland."  Dr.  Adams  fuggcfted,  that  as  Dr. 
Maty  had  j^  then  finifh^d*  his  ^ibliothe^ffk'^  Btitmmqfiey  whicji  W4^  a  well 
(|3^ecu(sed  wor^k,  giyiB^f<H*eigncrs  an  accquiit  ofBiiriih  publicataon9>  he  mighty 
wi|^  great  advantdgei  a0um^  him  as  an  afliftanti  ^  Hsy  (faid  John&n,)  tho 
UoJci  black  dog !  Td  throw  him  into  the  Thames.'*  The  fchenj?,  however^ 
wa»  df <^ped.. 

^  Inonp  o£  his:  litde  memqirandum-books  I  find  th^  fdiowing  hints  for  his 
inteadod  Rfriew  or  Literary  Journal.:  '*  The  Amah  rf  IMeraturt^  foreign  as^ 
itpeM  asjd^mefiick^  Imtate  Le  Ckrkr-^ayle«-*Barbeyrac.  Infelicity  (^  Jour- 
aala  in  England  Wopka  of  the  learned  We  cannot  take  in.  aUL  Some*- 
times  copy  from  foreign  Joumalifts.    Always  tell." 

SRj  Br.   Birch.. 

*^  •  S I R,  March  »9,  1755. 

'^  I  HAVE  &ai3  Ibme  parts  of  my  DiAionary,  fuch  as  were  at  hand». 
%  your  ijilpe^QO.  The  Evour  which  I  beg  is,  that  if  you  do  not  likt^ 
ifafim  you  wiU  %  nothing.    I  am.  Sir, 

'*  Your  moll  affedlionate  humble  fervapt, 

"Sam.  Johnson." 


-  \ 
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To  Mr.  Samuel  Johnson.. 

*'  Sir,  Norfolk.ftrcct,  April  3,  175^. 

"THE  part  of  your  Diftionary  which  you  have  favoured  me  with 
th^  fight  of  has  given  me  fuch  an  idea  of  the  whole,  that  I  moft  fincerely 
congratulate  the  publick  upon  the  acquifition  of  a  work  long  wanted,  and 
now  executed  with  an  induftry,  accuracy,  and  judgement,  equal  to  the 
importance  of  the  fubjeft.  You  might,  perhaps,  have  chofen  one  in  which 
your  genius  would  have  appeared  to  more  advantage ;  but  you  could  not 
have  fixed  upon  any  other  in  which  your  labours  would  have  done  fuch  fub- 
ftantial  fervice  to  the  prefent  age  and  to  pofl:erity.  I  am  glad  that  your 
health  has  iupported  the  application  neceflary  to  the  performance  of  fo  vaft  a 
tafk ;  and  can  undertake  to  promile  you  as  one  (though  perhaps  the  only) 
reward  of  it,  the  approbation  and  thanks  of  every  well-wilher  to  the  Jiooour 
of  the  Engliih  language.     I  aiji,  with  the  greateft  regard.  Sir, 

*«  Your  moft  feithful 

"  And  moft  afifedionate  humble  fervant, 

"  Tho.  Birch/' 

Mr.  Charles  Bumcy,  who  has  fincc  diftinguiflied  himfelf  fo  much  in  the 
icience  of  Mufick,  and  obtained  a  Doftor's  degree  fix)m  the  Univerfity  of 
Oxford^  had  been  driven  from  the  capital  by  bad  health,  and  was  now  refiding 
at  X^ynn  Regis,  in  Noifolk.  He  had  been  fo  much  delighted  with  Johnfbn's 
Rambler,  and  the  Plan  of  his  Didionary,  that  when  the  great  work  was 
announced  in  the  newfpapers  as  nearly  finifhed>  he  wrote  to  Dr.  Johnibn, 
begging  to  be  informed  when  and  in  wljat  manner  his  Di&ionary  would  be 
publiftied  i  intreating,  if  it  fhould  be  by  fubfcription,  or  he  fhould  have  any 
books  at  Jiis  own  di^ofal,  to  be  favoured  with  fix  copies  for  himfelf  and 
friends. 

In  anfwer  to  this  application.  Dr.  Johnfon  wrote  the  following  letter,  of  which 
(to  ufe  Dr.  Bumey's  o\^n  words)  "  if  it  be  remembered  that  it  was  written 
to  an  obfcure  young  man,  who  at  this  time  had  not  much  diftinguiflied  him- 
felf even  in  his  own  profeflion,  but  whofe  name  could  never  have  reached 
the  authour  of  The  Rambler,  the  politenefs  and  urbanity  may  be  oppofed  to 
fome  of  the  ftories  which  have  been  lately  circulated  of  Dr.  Johnfon'^  natural 
judencfs  and  ferocity." 
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^0  Mr.  BuRNBY,   in  Lytme  Regis,  Norfolk. 
"  Sir, 

*MF  you  imagine  that  by  delaying  my  anlwer  I  intended -to  Ihew  any 
negleft  of  the  notice  with  which  you  have  favoured  me,  you  wiU  neither 
think  juftiy  of  yourfelf  nor  of  me.  Your  civilities  were  offered  with  too 
much  elegance  not  to  engage  attention;  and  I  have  too  much  pleaflire  in 
plealing  men  like  you,  not  to  feel  very  fenfibly  the  diftinftion  which  you  have 
beftowed  upon  me. 

'*  Few  confequences  of  my  endeavours  to  pleafe  or  to  benefit  mankind 
have  delighted  me  more  than  your  friendfhip  thus  voluntarily  offered,  which 
now  I  have  it  I  hope  to  keep,  becaufe  I  hope  to  continue  to  deferve  it. 

"  I  have  no  Diftionaries  to  dilpofe  of  for  myfelf,  but  fhall  be  glad  to  have 
you  direft  your  friends  to  Mr.  Dodfley,  becaufe  it  was  by  his  recommendation 
that  1  was  employed  in  the  work. 

**  When  you  have  leifure  to  think  again  upon  me,  ler  me  be  favoured  wirfi 
another  letter ;  and  another  yet,  when  you  have  looked  into  my  Diftionary. 
If  you  find  faults,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  mend  them ;  if  you  find  none,  I  Ihail 
think  you  blinded  by  kind  partiality:  but  to  have  made  you  partial  in  his 
favour,  will  very  much  gratify  the  ambition  of^  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  obliged 

^*  And  mofl  humble  fervant, 

•'  Gongh-fquarc,  FIcet.ftrccf,  SaM.  JOHNSON." 

Apnl  S,  1755. 

Mr.  Andrew  Millar,  bookfqller  in  the  Strand,  took  the  principal  charge  of 
condufting  the  publication  of  Johnfbn's  Diftionary ;  and  as  the  patience  of  the 
proprietors  was  repeatedly  tried  and  almofl  exhaufled,  by  their  expefting  that 
the  work  would  be  completed  within  the  time  which  Johnfbn  had  fanguinely 
fuppofed,  the  learned  authour  was  often  goaded  to  difpatch,  more  elpecially  as 
he  had  received  all  the  copy-money,  by  difFereijt  drafts,,  a  confiderable  rime 
before  he  had  finiftied  his  talk.  When  the  meffenger  who  carried  the  laft  fheet 
to  Millar  returned,  Johnfon  aflced  him,  "  Well,  what  did  he  fay  ?" — "  Sir,, 
(anfwered  the  meffenger)  he  faid>  thank  God  I  have  done  with  him."  '*  I  am 
glad  (replied  Johnfon,  with  a  fmile,)  that  he  thanks  God  for  any  thing'."     It 

*  Sir  John  Hawkins^  p.  541,  inferts  two  notes  as  having  paffed  formally  between  Andrew 
Millar  and  Johnfon,  to  the  above  effe^.  I  am  aiTured  this  was  not  the  cafe.  In  the  way  of  inci* 
dental  remaik  it  was  a  pleafant  play  of  raillery.  To  have  deliberately  written  notes  in  fuch: 
terms  would  liave  been  moiofe- 

is 


*< 
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is  remarkable,  that  thofe  with  whom  Johnfbn  chiefly  contrafted  for  his  literary 
labours  were  Scotchmen,  ^n  Miliar  ^A  Mr.  Strahan.  Millar,  though 
himfelf  no  great  judge  of  literature,  had  good  fcnfc  enough  to  have 
£>r  his  friends  very  able  inen  to  ffvc  him  their  -ofnnion  and  advice  in  the 
(purcfaa&  of  c<^-r^t ;  the  cbnfequence  of  which  ims  -fais  acquiring  it  very 
krg^  fortune,  witii  gresa:  liberality.  John^  faid  <if  Tiiih,  ^  I  re^dt  Millar, 
Sir^  he  las  raifed  the  price  of  literature."  The  fame  pmiie  may  be  juiUy 
.given  to  Pancoek,  the  eminent  bookfeUer  of  Paris,  Mr.  Stmhan's  liberality, 
judgement,  and  fuccefs,  are  well  known. 

9V  the  Reverend  My.  Thomas  Wakton. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

**  I  A  M  grieved  that  you  fhould  think  me  capable  of  neglefting  your 
letters ;  and  beg  you  will  never  admit  any  fuch  fulpicion  again,  I  purpofe  xp 
come  down  next  week,  if  you  fhall  be  there ;  or  any  other  week,  that  fliall 
be  jpiore  agreeable  to  you.  Therefore  let  me  know.  I  can  ftay  this  vifit  but 
a  week,,  but  intend  to  make  preparations  for  a  longer  ftay  next  time ;  being 
refolved  not  to  lofe  fight  of  the  Univerfity.  How  goes  Apollonius '  ?  Don't 
let  him  be  forgotten.  Some  things  of  this  kind  muft  be  done,  to  keep  iis  up. 
Pay  my  compliments  to  Mr.  Wife,  and  all  my  ojther  friends,  I  think  to 
come  to  Kettel-HalL    I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  afFeftionate,  &c. 

«  [London,]  May  13,  1755.  SaM.  JokVSON." 

?5?  the  fame. 
«  Dear  Sir, 

*^  IT  is  ftrange  how  many  things  will  happen  to  intercept  cvciy 
{)leafure,  though  it  [be]  only  that  of  two  friends  meeting  together.  I  have 
promifed  myfelf  every  day  to  inform  you  when  you  might  e^tpeft  nne  at 
Oxford,  and  haVe  not  been  able  to  fix  a  time.  The  time,  however,  is,  I 
think,  at  laft  come  j  and  I  promife  myfelf  to  repofe  in  Kertel-Hall,  one  of  the 
firft  nights  of  the  next  week.  I  am  afraid  my  ftay  with  you  cannot  be  long ; 
but  what  is  the  inference  ?  We  tnxift  endeavour  to  make  it  chearfal.  I  wifh 
your  brother  could  meet  us,  that  we  might  go  and  driric  tea  with  Mr,  Wife  in 
A  body.     I  hope  he  will  be  at  Oxford,  or  at  his  neft  of  Britifli  and  Saxon 

'  ''  A  tnmflation  of  AppoUonius  Rhodius  was  now  intended  by  Mc»  Warton.'' 

antiquities. 
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tntiqiiitics  \    I  fhall  expert  to  fee  Spenfcr  finifhedj  and  many  other  diings      i755» 
begun,    Dodfley  is  gone  to  vifit  the  Dutch.    The  Diftionarjr  fcUs  wclL    The  ^STId! 
reft  of  the  world  goes  on  as  it  did.     Dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  afiedtionate,  &c. 

«  [London,]  June  lo,  175$.  Sam.  John  SON." 

« 

To  the  Jdme* 
^^  Dear  Sir, 

"TO  talk  of  coming  to  you,  and  not  yet  to  come,  has  an  air  of 
trifling  which  I  would  not  willingly  have  among  you ;  and  which,  I  believe, 
you  will  not  willingly  impute  to  me,  when  I  have  told  you,  that  fince  my 
promife,  two  of  our  partners  *  are  dead,  and  that  I  was  folicited  to  fulpend  my 
excurfion  till  we  could  recover  from  our  confufion. 

**  I  have  not  laid  afide  my  purpofe ;  for  every  day  makes  me  more  impa-* 
dent  of  ftaying  from  you.  But  death,  you  know,  hears  not  Applications,  nor 
pays  any  regard  to  the  convenience  of  mortals.  I  hope  now  to  fee  you  next 
week ;  but  next  week  is  but  another  name  for  to-morrow,  which  has  beea 
noted  for  promifing  and  deceiving. 

"  I  am,  &c. 

«  [London,]  June  24,  1755.  Sam.  JohNSO N." 


To  the  fame, 
'^  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  TOLD  you,  that  among  the  manufcripts  are  fome  things  of  Sir 
Thomas  More.  I  beg  you  to  pafs  an  hour  in  looking  on  them,  and  procure 
a  tranfcript  of  the  ten  or  twenty  firft  lines  of  each,  to  be  compared  with  what 
I  have ;  that  I  may  know  whedier  they  are  yet  unpublilhed,  The  manufcripts 
are  thefe : 

"  Catalogue  of  Bodl.  MS.  pag.  122.  F^  j.  Sir  Thomas  More, 
*'  I.  Fall  of  angels.  2.  Creation  and  fall  of  mankind.  3,  Determination 
of  the  Trinity  for  the  refcue  of  mankind.  4.  Five  ledures  of-  our  Saviour's 
paffion.  5.  Of  the  inftitution  of  the  facrament,  three  leftures.  -6.  How  xo 
receive  the  blefled  body  of  our  Lord  facramentally.  7.  Neomenia,  the  new 
moon.     8.  De  trijlitia^  tadio^  pavorey  et  oratione  Chrijii,  ante  captionem  ejus. 


■  "  At  Ellsficld,  a  village  thscc  miles  from  Oxford." 
*  "  Bookfqjllen  concerned  in  hk  Diflionary/' 

Y  '  ^'  Catalogue, 
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*^  Catalogue,  pag.  154.     Life  of  Sir  Thomas  More.     ^.  Whether 
£j^~U^  Roper*s  ?     Pag,  363,    Be  refignatione  Magni  Sigilli  in  manus  Regis  per  D. 
Tbomam  Morum.     Pag.  364.  Mori  Defenfio  Morue. 

*'  If  you  procure  the  young  gentleman  in  the  library  to  write  out  what  you 
think  fit  to  be  written,  I  will  fend  to  Mr.  Prince  the  bookfeller  to  pay  him 
what  you  fhall  think  proper. 

«  Be  pleafed  to  make  my  compliments  to  Mr.  Wife,  and  all  my  friends. 
I  am,  Sir, 

"  Your  affedtionate,  &c. 

«  [London,]  Aug.  7,  1755.  SaM.  JohnSON." 

The  Diftionary,  with  a  Grammar  and  Hiftory  of  the  Engliih  Language, 
being  now  at  length  publifhed,  in  two  volumes  folio,  the  world  contemplated 
with  wonder  fo  ftupendous  a  work  atchieved  by  one  man,  while  other  countries 
had  thought  fuch  undertakings  fit  only  for  whole  academies*  Vaft  as  his  powers 
were,  I  cannot  but  think  that  his  imagination  deceived  him,  when  he  fuppofed 
that  by  conftant  application  he  might  have  performed  the  talk  in  three  years* 
liet  the  Preface  be  attentively  perufed,  in  which  is  given,  in  a  clear,  ftrong,  and 
glowing  ftyle,  a  comprehenfive,  yet  particular  view  of  what  he  had  done  j  and 
it  will  be  evident,  that  the  time  he  employed  upon  it  was  comparatively  fliort. 
I  am  unwilling  to  fwell  my  book  with  long  quotations  from  what  is  in  every 
body's  hands ;  and  I  believe  there  are  few  profe  compofitions  in  the  Englifh 
language  that  are  read  with  more  delight,  or  are  more  imprefled  upon  the 
memory,  than  that  preliminary  difcourfe.  One  of  its  excellencies  has  always 
ftruck  me  with  peculiar  admiration  i  I  mean  the  peripicuity  with  which  he  has 
exprefled  abftraft  fcientifick  notions.  As  an  inftance  of  this,  I  Ihall  quote  the 
following  fentence :  **  When  the  radical  idea  branches  out  into  parallel  ramifi- 
cations, how  can  a  confccutive  feries  be  formed  of  fenfes  in  their  own  nature 
collateral  ?"  We  have  here  an  example  of  what  h^  been  often  faid,  and  I 
believe  with  juftice,  that  there  is  for  every  thought  a  certain  nice  adaptation  of 
words  which  none  other  could  equal,  and  which,  when  a  man  has  been  io 
fortunate  as  to  hit,  he  has  attained,  in  that  particular  cafe,  to  the  perfedtion  of 
language. 

The  extenfive  reading  which  was  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  accumuladon 
of  authorities,  and  which  alone  may  account  for  Johnfon's  retentive  mind  bemg 
enriched  with  a  very  large  and  various  ftore  of  knowledge  and  imagery,  muft 
have  occupied  feveral  years.  The  Prefece  fiimifhes  an  eminent  inftance  of 
a  double  talent,  of  which  Johnfon  was  fiilly  confcious.    Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds 

4  has 


n 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON.  163 

has  heard  him  &y,  ^^  There  are  two  things  which  I  am  confideiit  I  can  do      175;* 
very  well :  one  is  an  introduction  to  any  literary  work,  ftadng  what  it  ia  to  jeJ^fT^ 
contain,  and  how  it  fhould  be  executed  in  the  moft  perfedt  manner ;  the  other 
is  a  conclufion,  ihewing  from  various  caufes  why  the  execution  has  not  been 
equal  to  what  the  audiour  promifed  to  himfelf  and  to  the  publick." 

How  fhould  puny  fcribblers  be  abaflied  and  diiappointed,  when  they 
find  him  diiplaying  a  perfcA  theory  of  lexicographical  excellence,  yet  at  the 
fame  dme  candidly  and  modeilly  allowing  that  he  '^  had  not  fatisfied  his  own 
expedauons."  Here  was  a  fair  occafion  for  the  exercife  of  Johnfon's  modefly, 
when  he  was  called  upon  to  compare  his  own  arduous  performance,  not  with 
thofe  of  other  individuals,  (in  which  cafe  his  inflexible  regard  to  truth  would 
have  been  violated,  had  he  affected  diffidence,)  but  with  fpeculadve  perfection; 
as  he,  who  can  outflrip  all  his  compedtors  in  the  race,  may  yet  be  fenfible  of 
his  deficiency  when  he  runs  agairift  rime.  Well  might  he  fay,  that  **  the 
Epglifh  Dictionary  was  written  with  little  affiflance  of  the  learned  j**  for  he  told 
me,  that  the  only  aid  which  he  received  was  a  paper  containing  twenty  etymo- 
logies, fent  to  him  by  a  perfbn  then  unknown,  who  he  was  afterwards  informed 
was  Dr.  Pearce,  Bifhop  of  Rochefler.  The  etymologies,  though  they  exhibit 
learning  and  judgement,  are  not,  I  think,  entitled  to  the  iirfl  praife  amongft 
the  various  parts  of  this  immenfe  work.  The  definitions  have  always  appeared 
to  me  fuch  aflonifhing  proofs  o(  acutenefs  of  intellect  and  precifion  of  lan- 
guage, as  indicate  a  genius  of  the  highefl  rank.  This  it  is  which  marks  the 
fuperiour  excellence  of  Johnfon's  Dictionary  over  others  equally  or  even  more 
voluminous,  and  muft  have  made  it  a  work  of  much  greater  mental  labour 
than  mere  Lexicons,  or  IVbrd  Books j  as  the  Dutch  call  them.  They,  who  will 
make  the  experiment  of  trying  how  they  can  define  a  few  words  of  whatever 
nature,  will  foon  be  fatisfied  of  the  unqueftionable  juftice  of  this  obfervation, 
which  I  can  afliire  my  readers  is  founded  upon  much  ftudy,  and  upon  com- 
munication yrith  more  minds  than  my  own. 

A  few  of  his  definitions  muft  be  admitted  to  be  erroneous.     Thus,  fyind- 

* 

vxtrd  and  Leewardy  though  direCtly  of  oppolite  meaning,  are  defined  identically 
the  fame  way ;  as  to  which  inconfiderable  fpecks  it  is  enough  to  obferve,  that 
his  Pre&ce  annoxuices  that  he  was  aware  there  might  be  many  fuch  in  fo 
immenfe  a  work  ^  nor  was  he  at  all  difconcerted  when  an  inftance  was  pointed 
cut  to  him.  A  lady  once  afked  him  how  he  came  to  define  'Paftem  the  knee 
of  a  horfe :  inftead  of  making  an  elaborate  defence,  as  flie  expeCled,  he  at 
once  anfwered,>**  Ignorance,  Madam,  pure  ignorance."  His  definition  of 
I^etwork  has  been  often  quoted  with  fportive  malignity,  as  obfcuring  a  thing 
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in  itfelf  very  plain.  But  to  thefe  frivolous  cenfurcs  no  other  anfwer  is  necef- 
fery  than'  that  with  which  we  are  fornifhed  by  his  own  Prefece.  "  To  explain, 
requires  the  ufe  of  terms  lefs  abftrufe  than  that  which  is  to  be  explained^  and 
foch  terms  cannot  always  be  found.  For  as  nothing  can  be  proved  but  by 
fuppofing  Ibmething  intuitively  known,  and  evident  without  proof,  fo  nothing 
can  be  defined  but  by  the  ufe  of  words  too  plain  to  admit  of  definition.  Some- 
times eafier  words  are  changed  into  harder  s  as,  burial^  into  Jepulmre  or 
interment  i  dryy  into  deficcatroe ;  drynefsy  into  Jiccity  or  aridity  i  jf/,  into 
faroxyfm  i  for,  die  eafieft  word,  whatever  it  be,  can  never  be  tranflated  into 
one  more  eafy." 

His  introducing  his  own  opinions,  and  even  prejudices>  under  general 
definitions  of  words,  while  at  the  fame  time  the  original  meaning  of  the 
words  is  not  explained,  as  his  Toryy  fUng^  Fenfion^  OatSy  Excife^,  and  a  few 
more,  cannot  be  fully  defended,  and  muft  be  placed  to  the  account  of  capricious 
and  humourous  indulgence.  Talking  to  me  upon  this  fubjeft  when  we  were 
at  Alhboume  in  1777,  he  mentioned  a  ftill  fbongef  inftance  of  the  predomi-^ 
nance  of  his  private  feelings  in  the  compofition  of  this  work^  than  any  now 
to  be  found  in  it.  "  You  know.  Sir,  Lord  Gower  fcrfook  the  old  Jacobite 
ihtereft..  When  I  came  to  the  word  Renegado,  after  telling  that  it  meant  *  one 
who  deferts  to  the  enemy,  a  revolter,*  I  added.  Sometimes  we  Jay  a  Gower. 
Thus  it  went  to  the  prefs  \,  but  the  printer  had  more  wit  than  I,  and  ftruck 


it  out." 


Let  it,,  however,  be  remembered,  that  this  uidulgence  does  not  dilplay 
itfelf  only  in  farcafm.  towards  others,  but  fometimes  in  playful  allufion  to  the 
notions  commonly  entertained  of  his  own  laborious  tafk.  Thus :  "  Gruh-- 
ftreety  the  name  of  a  flreet  in  London,  much  inhabited  by  writers  of  fmaU 
hiflories,  diSlionarieSy  and  temporary  poems  5  whence  any  mean  produftioa 
is  called  Grub-ftreet.''^^^^  Lexico^afbery^  a  writer  of  diftionaries,  a  harmlejs 
drudger 

At  the  time  whea  he  was  concluding  his  very  eloquent  Preface,.  Johnlbn's 
mind  appears  to  have  been  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  depreffion,  .that  we  cannot  con- 
template without  wonder  the  vigorous  and  fplendid  thoughts  which  fo  highly 
diftinguifti  that  performance.  "I  (J&ys  he)  may  furely  be  contented  without 
the  praife  of  pcrfedioni  which  if  1  could  obtain  in  this  gloom  of  folitude, 
what  would  it  avail  me  ?  I  have  protracted  my  work  till  mofl  of  thofe.whom 
I  wilhed  to  plcafe,  have  funk  into  the  grave  \  and  luccefs  and  mifcarriage  are 
empty  founds..  1  therefore  difmifs  it  with  frigid  tranquillity,  having  little  to 
fear  or  hope  from  cenfure  or  from  praife."    That  this  indifference  was  rather 
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a  temporary  than  an  habitual  feeling,  appears,  I  think,  from  his  letters  to  '755« 
Mr.  Warton ;  and  however  he  may  have  been  affefted  for  the  moment,  £^{a6[ 
certain  it  is  that  the  honours  which  his  great  work  procured  him,  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  were  very  grateful  to  him.  His  friend  the  Earl  of  Corke  and 
Orrery,  being  at  Florence,  prefented  it  to  the  Academia  della  Crufca.  That 
Academy  lent  Johnfon  their  Vocabularky  and  the  French  Academy  fent  him 
their  DiSlimnaire^  which  Mr.  Langton  had  the  pleafure  to  convey  td  him. 

It  muft  undoubtedly  feem  ftrange,  that  the  qonclufion  of  his  Preface 
fhould  be  exprcflcd  in  terms  {o  defponding,  when  it  is  confidered  that  the 
authour  was  then  only  in  his  forty-fixth  year.  But  we  muft  afcribe  its  gloom 
to  that  miferablc  dejedtion  of  fpirits  to  which  he  was  conftitutionsdly  fubjeft, 
and  which  was  aggravated  by  the  death  of  his  wife  two  years  before.  I  have 
heard  it  ingenioufly  obferved  by  a  lady  of  rank  and  elegance,  that  "  his  melan- 
choly was  then  at  its  meridian."'  It  pleafed  God  to  grant  him  almoft  thirty 
years  of  life  after  this  time ;  and  once,  when  he  was  in  a  placid  frame  of  mind, 
he  was  obliged  to  own  to  me  that  he  had  enjoyed  happier  days,  and  had  had 
many  more  friends,  fince  that  gloomy  hour  than  before. 

It  is  a  fad  faying,  that  "  moft  of  thofe  whom  he  wifhed  to  pleafe  had  funk 
into  the  grave  /'  and  his  cafe  at  forty-five  was  fingularly  unhappy,  unlefs  the 
circle  of  his  friends  was  very  narrow.  I  have  often  thought,  that  as  longevity 
is  generally  defired,  and,  I  believe,  generally  expefted,  it  would  be  wife  to  be 
continually  adding  to  the  number  of  our  friends,  that  the  lofs  of  fpme  may  be 
fupplicd  by  others.  Friendfhip,  '*  the  wine  of  life,"  fhould,  like  a  well- 
ftocked  cellar,,  be  thus  contmually  renewed;  and  it  is  confolatory  to  think, 

that  although  we  can  feldom  add  what  will  equal  the  generous  frft-growihs  of  , 

our  youth,  yet  friendfhip  becomes  infcnfibly  old  in  much  lefs  time  than  is  com-  ^  ^/7  ^/'''  ^>^m>*^»^ 
monly  ima^ned,.  and  not  many  years  are  required  to  make.  it.  very  mellow      A  /*.*-  - 
and  pleafant.     Warmth  will,  no  doubt,  make  a  confidcrable  difference.     Men 
of  afiefbionate  temper  and  bright  &ncy  will  coalefce  a.  great  deal  fooner  than^ 
thofe  who  are  cold  and  dull.  A ) 

The  propofition  which  I  have  now  endeavoured  to  illufbate  was,  at  an 
after  period  of  his  life,  the  opinion  of  Johnfon  himfelf.  He  faid  to  Sir  Jofhua 
ReynoWs,  "  If  a  man  does  not  make  new  acquaintance  as  he  advances  through. 
life,  he  will  foon  find  himfelf  left  alone.  A  man.  Sir,  fhould  keep  his  friend- 
fhip in  confiant  repair. ^^ 

The  celebrated  Mr.  Wilkes,  whofe  notions  and  habits  of  life  were  very 
eppofite  to  his,  but  who  was  ever  eminent  for  literature  and  vivacity,  fallied 
forth  with,  a  littk  Jen  d"  Effrit  upon  the  following  paffage  in  his  Grammar  of 
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»75J-  the  Englilh  Tongue^  prefixed  to  the  Didtionary :  «  H  feldom^  perhaps  never, 
MwT^e.  begins  any  but  the  firft  fyllablc."  In  an  ci&y  printed  in  the  Publick  Adver- 
dfer,  this  lively  writer  enumerated  many  inftances  in  oppofition  to  this  remark; 
for  example,  ^'  The  authour  of  this  obfervation  muft  be  a  man  of  a  quick 
appr€'benftm^  and  of  a  moft  cwnpre-henpve  genius.'*  The  pofirion  is  un- 
doubtedly exprefled  with  too  much  latitude. 

This  light  faily,  we  may  fuppofe,  made  no  great  imprefllon  on  our  Lexi-^ 
Cogra[^er,  for  we  find  that  he  never  altered  the  pailage. 

He  had  the  pleailire  of  being  treated  in  a  v^ry  difierent  manner  by  his  okl 
pupil  Mr.  Garrick,  in  the  foUowing  complimentary  Epigram : 

On  Johnson's  Dictionary. 

'^  TALK  of  war  with  a  Briton,  he'll  boldly  advance, 
**  That  one  Englifh  foldier  will  beat  ten  of  France ; 
«*  Would  we  alter  the  boafl:  from  the  fword  to  the  pen, 
*'  Our  odds  are  ftiU  greater,  ftill  greater  our  men : 
'^  In  the  deep  mines  of  fcience  though  Frenchmen  may  toil, 
*^  Can  their  flxength  be  compared  to  Locke,  Newton,  abd  Boyle  ? 
"  Let  them  rally  their  heroes,  fend  forth  all  their  pow'rs, 
*^  Their  verfe-men  and  profe-men ;  then  match  them  with  ours ! 
<'  Firft  Shakipeare  and  Milton,  like  gods  in  the  fight, 
*'  Have  put  their  whole  drama  and  epic  to  flight  \ 
**  In  fatires,  epiftles,  and  odes,  would  they  cope, 
**  Their  numbers  retreat  before  Dryden  and  Pope ; 
•  '^  And  Johnfon,  well  arm'd  like  a  hero  of  yore, 

'*  Has  beat  forty  French  ^  and  will  beat  forty  more !  '* 


Johnfon  this  year  gave  at  once  a  proof  of  his  benevolence,  quicknefs  of 
apprehenfion,  and  admirable  art  of  compofition,  in  the  afliftance  which  he 
gave  to  Mr.  Zachariah  Williams,  fiither  of  the  blind  lady  whom  he  had 
humanely  received  under  his  roof.  Mr.  Williams  had  followed  the  profeffion 
of  phyfick  in  Wales ;  but  having  a  very  ftrong  propenfity  to  the  ftudy  of 
natural  philofc^y,  had  made  many  ingenious  advances  towards  a  diicovery  of 
the  longitude,  and  repaired  to  London  in  hopes  of  obtaining  the  great  par- 
liamentary reward.    He  foiled  of  fuccefsj  but  Johnfon  having  made  himfclf 

'  The  number  of  the  French  Academy  employed  in  fettling  their  language, 
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mafter  of  his  principles  tod  experiinents,  wrote  for  him  a  pamphlet^  publifhed  nss* 
in  quarto,  with  the  following  title ;  '*  Ah  Account  of  an  Attempt  to  afcertain  ^J2fT^ 
ithe  Longitude  at  Sea,  by  an  exaft  Theory  of  the  Variation  of  the  magnetical 
Needle  j  with  a  Table  of  the  Variations  at  the  moft  remarkable  Cities  in 
Europe,  from  the  year  1660  to  i860."  To  diflfufe  it  more  extenfively,  it 
was  accompanied  with  an  Italian  tranflation  on  the  oppofite  page,  which  it  is 
flippofed  was  the  work  of  Signor  Baretti,  an  Italian  of  confiderable  literature, 
who  having  come  to  England  a  few  years  before,  had  been  employed  in  the 
capacity  both  of  a  language-mafter  and  an  authour,  and  formed  an  intimacy 
with  Dr.  Johnfon.  This  pamphlet  JohrJon  prefented  to  the  Bodleian  Library*. 
On  a  blank  leaf  of  it  is  pafted  a  paragraph  cut  out  of  a  newlpaper,  con- 
taining an  account  of  the  death  and  character  of  Williams,  plainly  written  by 
Johnfon  K 

In  July  this  year  he  had  formed  fome  fcheme  of  mental  improvement,  the 
particular  purpofe  of  which  does  not  appear.  But  we  find  in  his  "  Prayers 
and  Meditations,"  p.  24,  a  prayer  entitled  *'  On  the  Study  of  Philofophy,  as 
an  Inftrument  of  living  j"  and  after  it  follows  a  note,  •'  This  ftudy  was  not 
purlued." 

In  1756  Johnfon  found  that  the  great  feme  of  his  Dictionary  had  not  fet  '75^- 
him  above  the  neceffity  of  "  making  provifion  for  the  day  that  was  pafling 
over  him."  No  royal  or  noble  patron  extended  a  munificent  hand  to  give  i 
independence  to  the  man  who  had  conferred  (lability  on  the  language  of  his 
country.  We  may  feel  indignant  that  there  Ihould  have  been  fuch  unworthy 
negleft ;  but  we  muft,  at  the  fame  time,  congratulate  ourfelves^  that  to  this 
very  negleft,  operating  to  roufe  the  natural  indolence  of  his  conftitution,  we 
owe  many  valuable  produftions,  which  otherwife,  perhaps,  might  never  have 
appeared. 

He  had  fpeht,  during  the  progrels  of  the  work,  the  money  for  which  he  had 
contracted  to  write  his  Dictionary.^  We  have  feen  that  the  reward  of  his 
labour  was  only  fifteen  hundred  and  feventy-five  pounds  j  and  when  the  expence 
of  amanuenfes  and  paper,  and  other  ardcles  are  deduCled,  his  clear  profit  was 

* 

^  See  note  by  Mr.  Warton,  p.  149. 

s  ««  On  Satarday  the  i2tb,  about  twelve  at  night,  died  Mr.  Zachariah  Williain3>  in  his  eighty* 
third  year»  after  an  illnefs  of  eight  months^  in  full  poiTeffion  of  hi$  mental  faculties.  He  has  been 
long  known  to  philofophers  and  feamen  for  his  ikill  in  magnetifm,  and  his  propofal  to  afcertain 
the  longitude  by  a  peculiar  fyftem  of  the  variation  of  the  compafs.  He  was  a  man  of  induftry 
indefatigable,  of  converfation  inoffenfive,  patient  of  adverfity  and  difeafe,  eminently  fober,  tem- 
pexatCj  and  pious  i  and  worthy  to  have  ended  life  with  better  fortune.'*. 

very 
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«7J^*  "very  inconfiderable.  I  once  faid  to  him  "  I  am  ibrry.  Sir,  you  did  not  get 
iEtat!47.  ^ort  for  your  Diftionary."  His  anfwer  was,  ^*  I  am  forry  too.  But  it  was 
very  well.  The  bookfellers  are  generous  liberal-minded  men."  He,  upon 
all  occafions,  did  ample  juftice  to  their  chara£ber  in  this  refpeft.  He  confidered 
them  as  the  patrons  of  literature ;  and,  indeed,  although  they  have  eventually 
been  confiderable  gainers  by  his  Diftionary,  it  is  to  them  that  we  owe  its  having 
been  undertaken  and  carried  through  at  the  riik  of  great  expence,  for  they  were 
not  abfblutely  fure  of  being  indemnified. 

On  the  firft  day  of  this  year  we  find  from  his  private  devotions,  that  he  had 
r  then  recovered  from  ficknefs  * ;  and  in  February  that  his  eye  was  reftored 
to  its  ufc  ^  The  pious  gratitude  with  which  he  acknowledges  mercies  upon 
every  occafion  is  very  edifying ;  as  is  the  humble  fubmiflion  which  he  breathes 
when  it  is  the  will  of  his  heavenljr  Father  to  try  him  with  affliftions.  As  fuch 
difpofitions  become  the  ftate  of  man  here,  and  are  the  true  cffedbs  of  religious 
difcipline,  we  cannot  but  venerate  in  Johnfon  one  of  the  mod  exercifed  minds 
that  our  holy  religion  hath  ever  formed.  If  there  be  any  thoughtlefs  enough 
to  fuppoie  fuch  .exercife  the  weakneis  of  a  great  underftanding,  let  them  look 
up  to  Johnfon*  and  be  convinced  that  what  he  fo  eameftly  pradtifed  mufl  have 
.a  rational  foundation. 

His  works  this  year  were,  an  abftraft  or  epitome,  in  o&avo,  of  his  folio 
Diftionary,,  and  a  few  efTays  in  a  monthly  publication,  entitled,  "  The 
Universajl  Visiter."  Chriftopher  Smart,  with  whofe  unhappy  vacillation 
of  mind  he  lincerely  fympathiled,  was  one  of  the  ftated  undertakers  of  this 
mifcellany ;  and  it  was  to  affift  him  that  Johnfon  fometimes  employed  his 
pen.  All  the  jeflays  marked  with  two  afierijks  have  been  afcribed  to  him  \  but 
1  am  confident,  from  internal  evidence,  that  of  thefe,  neither  ''  The  Life  of 
Chaucer,"  "  Refleftions  on  the  State  of  Portugal,"  nor  an  "  Eflay  on 
Architcfture,"  were  written  by  him.  I  am  equally  confident,  upon  the  fame 
evidence,  that  he  wrote  "  Further  Thoughts  on  Agriculture,t"  being  the 
fequej  pf  a  very  inferiour  eflay  on  the  fame  fubjeft,  and  which,  though  carried 
on  as  if  by  the  fame  hand,  is  both  in  thinking  and  exprefTion  fo  far  above  it,  and 
fo  fbikingly  peculiar,  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  its  true  parent  \  and  that  he  alfo 
wrote  "  A  DifTertation  on  the  State  of  Literature  and  Authours,f "  and  "  A 
Diflertation  on  the  Epitaphs  written  by  Pope,  j-"  The  laft  of  thefe,  indeed,  he 
afterwards  added  to  his  **  Idler."  Why  the  eflays  truly  written  by  him  are 
marked  in  the  fame  manner  with  fome  he  did  not  write,  I  cannot  explain ; 

Jbut  with  deference  to  thofe  who  have  afcribed  to  him  the  three  cflfays  which 

< 

f  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p.  2j.  ^  Ibid,  p,'  27. 

I  have 
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I  have  rejeAed>   they  want  all  the  charafteiiftical   marks  of  Johnfooian 
compoiition. 

He  engaged  aUb  to  fiiperlntend  and  contribute  largely  to  another  monthly 
publication)  entitled  ^^  Thb  Literary  Maoazinb,  or  Unitersal  Reviewi" 
the  firft  number  of  which  came  out  in  May  this  year.  What  were  his  emolu-^ 
ments  from  this  undertaking,  and  what  other  writers  were  employed  in  it>  I 
have  not  dilcovered.  He  continued  to  write  in  it,  with  intermiflionSj  till  the 
fifteenth  number ;  and  I  *  think  that  he  never  gave  better  proofs  of  the  force^ 
acuteneis>  and  vivacity  of  hb  mind>  than  in  this  mifcellany,  whether  we  confider 
his  original  eflays^  or  his  reviews  of  the  works  g[  others.  The  <^  Preliminary 
Addrefs"  to  the  publick  is  a  proof  how  this  great  man  could  embelliih  even 
fo  trite  a  diing  as  the  plan  c^  a  magazine  with  the  graces  of  fuperiour 
compofidotL 

His  original  eflays  are^  ^^  An  Introdudion  to  the  political  Statse  of  Great* 
Britain  if  ^^  Remarks  on  the  Militia  Bill  if  <'  Obfervadons  on  his  Britan-. 
nick  Majefty's  Treaties  with  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia  and  the  Land^ve  of 
Heile  Caflcl  if"  "  Obfervations  on  the  prefent  State  of  Afiairs  ;f  and, 
*^  Memoirs  of  Frederick  III.  King  of  Pruflia.t**  In  all  thefc  he  dilplays 
exteniive  political  knowledge  and  fagacity,  exprefled  with  uncommon  energy 
and  peripicuity,  widiout  any  of  thofe  words  y^hich  he  fometimes  took  a  plea- 
fure  in  adopting,  in  imitation  of  Sir  Thomas  Browne,  of  whofe  ^*  Chriftian 
Morals"  he  this  year  gave  an  edition,  with  his  "  Life  *"  prefixed  to  it,  which 
is  one  of  Johnfon's  beft  biographical  performances.  In  one  inftance  only  it|i 
rhcfe  eflays  has  he  indulged  his  Brownifm.  Dr.  Robertfon,  the  hiftorian,  men- 
tioned it  to  me,  as  having  at  once  convinced  him  that  Johnfon  was  the  authour 
of  the  "  Memoirs  of  the  King  of  Pruflia."  Speaking  of  the  pride  which  the 
old  King,  the  father  of  his  hero,  .took  in  being  mafter  of  the  talleft  regiment 
in  Europe,  he  faysj,  "  To  review  this  towering  reg^ent  was  his  daily  pleafur^ 
and  to  perpetuate  it  was  fo  much  his  care,  that  when  he  met  a  tall  woman  he 
immediately  commanded  one  of  his  T^itanian  retinue  to  marry  her^  that  they 
might  propagau  frocerity**  For  this  Anglo- Latian  word  frocerify,  Johnfofl 
had,  however,  the  authority  of  Addifon. 

His  reviews  are  of  the  following  books ;  "  Birch's  Hiftory  of  the  Roy^ 
Society  if"  "  Murphy's  Gray VInn  Journal  jf"  <*  Warton's  Eflay  on  the 
Writings  and  Genius  of  Pope.  VoL  Lf"  ^  Hampton's  Tranflation  of 
Polybius  jf"  "  Blackwell's  Memoirs  of  the  Court  of  AuguftuSif"  "  Ruflel's 
Natural  Hiftory  of  Aleppo  ;t"  "  Sir  Ifaac  Newton'$  Arguments  in  Proof  of 
^  Deity  ;t"  «  Borlafe's  Hiftory  of  the  Ifles  of  SciUy^t"  "  Home's  Expert- 
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ments  on  Bleaching  if  ««  Browne's  Chriftian  Morals  jf'  "  Hales  on  diftflling 
Sea-Water,  Ventilators  in  Ships,  and  curing  an  ill  Tafte  in  Milk  jf "  "  Lucas's 
Effay  on  Waters  ;t"  "  Keith's  Catalogue  of  the  Scottifh  Bifliops  jf"  «  Browne's 
Hiftory  of  Jamaica  it"  «*  Philofophical  Tranfaftions.  VoLXLIX-f'  "Mrs* 
Lennoxes  Tranflation  of  Sully's  Memoirs  ;♦"  «  Mifcellanies  by  Elizabeth 
Harrifon  jf "  "  Evans's  Map  and  Account  of  the  middle  Colonies  in  Ame- 
rica jf"  "  Letter  on  the  Cafe  of  Admiral  Byng;*"  "  Appeal  to  the  People 
concerning  Admiral  Byngj*"  "  Hanway's  Eight  Days  Journey,  and  Ef&y 
on  Tea  j*"  "  The  Cadet,  a  military  Treatife  ;t"  "  Some  further  Particulars 
in  Relation  to  the  Cafe  of  Admiral  Byng,  by  a  Gendeman  of  Oxford  }♦"  **  The 
Conduit  of  the  Miniftry  relating  to  the  prcfent  War  impartially  examined  if* 
•*  A  Free  Inquiry  into  the  Nature  and  Origin  of  Evil,*^'  All  thcfe,  from  internal 
evidence,  were  written  by  Johnfon  -,  fome  of  them  I  know  he  avowed,  arid  have 
'marked  them  with  an  aftertjk  accordingly.  Mr,  Thomas  Davies,  indeed^ 
afcribed  to  him  the  Review  of  Mr.  Burke's  ♦*  Inquiry  into  the  Origin  of  our 
Ideas  of  the  Sublime  and  Beautiful  i"  and  Sir  John  Hawkins,  with  equal  diC- 
cemment,  has  inferted  it  in  his  coUeftion  of  Johnfon's  works.  Whereas  it  has 
ho  refemblance  to  Johnfon's  compofition,  and  is  well  known  to  have  been 
written  by  Mr.  Murphy,  who  has  acknowledged  it  to  me  and  many  others. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  in  jufticc  to  Johnfon's  political  charafter,  which 

has  been  mifreprcfented  as  abjeftly  fubmiffivc  to  power,  that  his  "  Obferva- 

tions  on  the  prefent  State  of  Affairs,'*  glow  with  as  animated  a  Ipirit  of 

conftiturional  liberty  as  can  be  found  any  where.     Thus  he  begins,  "  The 

time  is  now  come,  in  which  every  En^ifhman  expefts  to  be  informed- of  the 

nadonal  affairs,  and  in  which  he  has  a  right  to  have  that  expectation  gratified. 

For  whatever  may  be  urged  by  minifters,   or  thofe  whom  vanity  or  intereft 

make  the  followers  of  minifters,  concerning  die  neceflity  of  confidence  in  our 

governours,  and  the  prefumption  of  prying  with  profane  eyes  into  the  recedes 

of  policy,  it  is  evident  that  this  reverence  can  be  claimed  only  by  counfels 

yet  unexecuted,  and  projefts  folpended  in  deliberation.     But  when  a  defign 

has  ended  in  mifcarriage  or  fuccefs,  when  every  eye  and  every  ear  is  witnels 

to  general  difconteht,  or  general  fatisfaftion,  it  is  then  a  proper  time  to  difen- 

tangle  confofion  and  illuftrate  obfcurity,  to  fhew  by  what  caufes  every  event  was 

produced,  and  in  what  efiefts  it  is  likely  to  terminate  j  to  lay  down  with  diftinft 

particularity  what  rumour  always  huddles  in  general  exclamation,  or  perplexes 

by  indigefted  narratives  j  to  fhew  whence  happinefs  or  calamity  is  derived,  and 

whence  it  may  be  expefled ;  and  honeftiy  to  lay  before  the  people  what  mquiry 

can  gather  of  the  pail,  and  conjefture  can  eftimate  of  the  fatune." 

Here 
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Here  we  have  it  aflumed  as  an  inconm>ve]tible  principle,   that  in  diis      i75^- 
country  the  peopk  are  the  luperintendants  of  the  conduA  and  meailires  of  ^^^u^t. 
4:hoie  by  whom  government  is  adminiftercd,  of  the  beneficial  effeft  of  which 
the  prefent  reign  afforded  an  iiluftrious  example,  when  addrefles  from  all  parts     V 
of  the  kingdom  controuled  an  audacious  attempt  to  introduce  a  new  power 
fubvcrfive  of  the  crown. 

A  ftiU  ftronger  proof  of  his  patriotick  Ipirit  appears  in  his  review  of  an 
**  Eflay  on  Waters,  byJDr.  Lucas  j"  of  whom,  after  defcribing  him  as  a  man 
well  known  to  the  world  for  his  daring  defiance  of  power,  when  he  thought  it 
exerted  on  the  fide  of  wrong,  he  thus  Ipeaks :  "  The  Irifh  minifters  drove 
him  from  his  native  country  by  a  proclamation,  in  which  they  charged  him 
with  crimes  of  which  they  never  intended  to  be  called  to  the  proof,  and  opprefled 
him  by  methods  equally  irrefiftible  by  guilt  and  innocence. 

'*  Let  the  man  thus  driven  into  exile  for  having  been  the  friend  of  his 
country,  be  received  in  every  other  place  as  a  confeflbr  of  liberty  j  and  let  the 
cools  of  power  be  taught  in  time,  that  they  may  rob,  but  cannot  impoverilh." 

Some  of  his  reviews  in  this  magazine  are  very  fhort  accounts  of  the  pieces 
noticed,  and  I  mention  them  only  that  Dr.  Johnfon's  opinion  of  the  works  may 
be  known ;  but  many  of  them  are  examples  of  elaborate  criricifm,  in  the  moft 
TOifterly  ftyle.  In  his  review  of  the  "  Memoirs  of  the  Court  of  AuguJius,"  he 
has  the  refolution  to  think  and  fpeak  from  his  own  mind,  regardjefs  of  the  cant 
tranfmitted  from  age  to  age,  in  praife  of  the  ancient  Romans.  Thus :  ^^  I  know 
Jiot  why  any  one  but  a  fchool-boy  in  his  dcclaaiadon  ftiould  whine  over  the  Com-  \' 
mon- wealth  of  Rome,  which  grew  great  only  by  the  mifery  of  the  reft  of  man- 
Icind.  The  Romans,  like  others,  as  fopn  as  they  grew  rich,  grew  corrupt  -,  and  in 
thfir  corruption  fold  the  lives  and  freedoms  of  themfelves,  and  of  one  another." 
Again,  "  A  people,  who  while  they  were  poor  robbed  mankind  j  and  as  foon 
as  they  became  rich,  robbed  one  another."  In  his  review  of  the  Mifcellanies 
in  profe  and  verfe,  publifhed  by  Elizabeth  Harrifon,  but  written  by  many  hands, 
he  gives  an  eminent  proof  at  once  of  his  orthodoxy  and  candour.  "  The 
authours  of  the  effays  in  profc  feem  generally  to  have  imitated,  or  tried  to 
imitate,  the  copioufhefs  and  luxuriance  of  Mrs.  Rowg.  This,  however,  is  not 
all  their  praife  j '  they  have  laboured  to  add  to  her  brightnefs  of  imagery,  her 
purity  of  fenriments-  The  poets  have  had  Dr.  fTaUs  before  their  eyes;  a 
writer,  who,  if  he  ftood  not  in  the  firft  ch&  of  genius,  compeniated  that  defed 
by  a  ready  application  of  his  powers  to  the  promotion  of  piety.  The  attempt 
to  employ  the  ornaments  of  romance  in  the  decoration  of  religion,  was,  I  think, 
nm  made  by  Mr.  B^U^s  Martyrdom  of  Theodmra  \  but  Boyle' i  philofophical 
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»75*'  ftudics  did  not  allow  him  time  for  the  cultivation  of  ftyle  $  and  the  cohiidctian 
'  )s.m7^.  of  the  great  defign  was  referved  for  Mrs.  R&we.  Dr:  Watts  was  one  of  the 
firft  who  taught  the  Diflcnters  to  write  and  {peak  like  other  men,  by  (hewing 
them  that  elegance  might  confift  with  piety.  They  would  have  both  done 
honour  to  a  better  fociety,  for  they  had  that  charity  which  might  well  make 
their  failings  be  forgotten,  and  with  which  the  whole  Chriftian  world  might 
Wifti  for  communion.  They  were  pure  from  all  the  herefies  of  an  age,  to 
which  every  opinion  is  become  a  favourite  that  the  univerfel  church  has 
hitherto  detefted ! 

"  This  praife,  the  general  intercft  of  mankind  requires  to  be  given  to  writers 
who  pleafe  and  do  not  corrupt,  who  inftruft  and'do  not  weary.  But  to  them 
all  human  eulogies  are  vain,  whom  I  believe  applauded  by  angels^  and  num- 
bered with  the  juft.*' 

His  defence  of  tea  againft  Mr.  Jonas  Hanway's  violent  attack  upon  that 
elegant  and  popular  beverage,  ftiews  how  very  well  a  man  of  genius  can  write 
upon  the  flighteft  (ubjeft,  when  he  writes,  as  the  Italians  fay,  cm  amore :  I 
luppofe  no  perfon  ever  enjoyed  with  more  relifh  the  infufion  of  that  fragrant  leaf 
than  Johnfon.  The  quantities  which  he  drank  of  it  at  all  hours  were  fo  great, 
that  his  nerves  muft  have  been  uncommonly  ftrong,  not  to  have  been  extremely 
relaxed  by  fuch  an  intemperate  ufe  of  it.  He  aflured  me>  that  he  never  ftlt 
the  leaft  inconvenience  from  it ;  which  is  a  proof  that  the  fault  of  his  confti- 
tution  was  rather  a  too  great  tenfion  of  fibres^  than  the  contrary.  Mr..Hanway 
wrgte  an  angry  anfwer  to  Johnfon*s  review  of  his  Eflay  otf.  Tea,  ^  and  Johnfon^ 
after  a  full  and  deliberate  paufe^  made  a  reply  to  it ;  the  only  inftance,  I 
believe,  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life,  when  he  condelcendcd  to  oppofe 
any  thing  that  was  written  againft  him.  I  fiippofe  when  he  thought  of  any 
of  his  little  antagonifts,  he  was.  ever  juftly  aware  of  the  high  fcntimcnt  of 
Ajax  in  Ovijl : 

<<  j[^i  tulU  pretiumjam.  nunc  cerfaminis  bujus, 
"  '^i$  cum  vi&us  erif,  mecum  cerfaffe  ferefur*^ 

But,  indeed,  the  good  Mr.  Hanway  laid  himielf  fo  open  to  ridicule^   that^ 
Johnfon's  animadverfions  upon  his  attack  were  chiefly  to  make  ^rt. 

The  gene^ofity  with  which  he  pleads  the  caufe  of  Admiral  Byng  b  highly 
to  the  honour  of  his'  heart  and  spirit.  Though  FoUaire  afiet5b  tx>  be  witty 
upon  the  fate  of  that  unfortunate  officer,  observing  that  he  was  fhot  *^  pour 
encourager  Us  autrcs^^  the  nation  has  long  been  fatisficd  that  his  life  was  facrificed 
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to  the  political  fervour  of  the  times.    In  the  vault  belonging  to  the  Torrington     ^7?^  ] 

femily,  in  the  church  of  SouthiUj   k  Bedfordfhire>   there  is  the  following  .i^u  4> 

Epitaph  upon  his  'monument^  whidi  I  have  cranfcribed.:  I 


«^   To   THE   PERPETUAL   DiSCRACS 

«  OF  PUBLiCK.  Justice, 

**  The  Honourable  John  Btkc,  Es<i. 

"  Admiral  of  the  Blue, 

**  FELL  a  Martyr  to  political  . 

**  Pbrsecutjon, 

•^  March  I4>    m  -the  Ysar^    1757 ; 

<*   WHEN  BraVERX  and  XjOYALTY 
"   WERE     INSUFFICIEl^T     SECURITIES 

«  FOR    THE   Life   and   Honour   of 
**  A  Naval  Officer/' 

Johnibn's  moft  exquifite  critical  eflky  in  the  Literary  Magazine,  and  indeed 
any  where,  is  his  review  o£  Soame  Jennings's  ^^  Inquiry  into,  the  Origin  of 
Evil."  Jennings  was  pofleffcd  of  lively  talents,  and  a  ftyle  emincndy  pure 
and  eafy,  and  could  very  happily  play  with  a  light  flibjedt,  either  in  profe  or 
verie  $  but  when  he  ijpeculated  on  that  moft  difficult  and  excruciating  queftion,. 
the  Origin  of  Evil,  he  •*  ventured  fer  beyond  his  depth,"  and,  accordingly, 
w^  expofed  by  Johnfbn,  both  with  acute  argument  and  brilliant  wit.  I  remem- 
ber when  the  late  Mr.  Bicknell's  humourous  performance,  endded  ^^  The 
Mufical  Travels  of  Joel  CoUyer,"  in  which  a  flight  attempt  is  made  to  ridicule 
Johnibn,  was  afcribed  to  Soame  Jennings,  <^  Ha !  (faid  Johnfon)  I  thought  I 
had  ^ven  him  enough  of  it.** 

His  triumph  over  Jennings  is  tfuis  defcribed  by  my  friend  Mr.  Courtenay  in 
his  <'  Poetical  Review  of  die  literary  and  moral  Chara£ier  of  Dr.  Johnfon,"  a 
performance  of  fuch  merit,,  that  had  I  not  been  honoured  with  a  very  kind 
and  partial  notice  in  it,^  I  fhould  echo  the  ientimeats  of  men  of  the  firft  tafte 
loudly  in  its  praife : 

^  When  fpecious  (bphifts  wick  preemption  feaa 
^«  The  fource  of  evil  hidden  ftiU  from  man  j 
^*  Revive  Arabian  tales,  and  vainly  hope 
*<  To  rival  St.  John,  and  his  fchohr  Pope : 

•  ^  Though  metaphyficks  fpnad  the  gloom  of  ni£^r 

^  By  reafon's  ftar  he  guides  our  aching  fight ; 

^  The 
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*'  The  bounds  of  knowledge  marks^  and  points  the  way  ^ 

«  To  pathlefs  waftes,  where  wildcr'd  lages  ftray ; 
^^  Where,  like  a  farthing  link-boy,  Jennings  ilandsj 
«  And  the  dim  torch  drops  from  his  feeble  hands'." 

This  year  Mr.  William  Payne,  brother  of  the  refpeftable  bookfeller  of  that 
name,  publifhcd  ^*  An  Introduftion  to  the  Game  of  Draughts,"  to  which 
Johnfon  contributed  a  Dedication  to  the  Earl  of  Rochford,*  and  a  Preface,* 
both  of  which  are  admirably  adapted  to  the  treatife  to  which  they  are  prefixed. 
Johnfon,  I  believe,  did  not  play  at  draughts  after  leaving  College,  by  which 
he  fulFered,  for  it  would  have  afibrded  him  an  innocent  fbothing  relief  from 
the  melancholy  which  diftrefled  him  fo  often.  I  have  heard  him  regret  that  he 
had  not  learnt  to  play  at  cards ;  and  the  game  of  draughts  we  know  is  pecu- 
liarly calculated  to  fix  die  attention  without  ftraining  it.  There  is  a  compofure 
and  gravity  in  draughts  which  infenfibly  tranquillifes  the  mind ;  and,  accord-* 
ingly,  the  Dutch  are  ft>nd  of  it,  a$  they  are  of  fmoaking,  of  the  fcdadvc 

*  Some  time  after  Dr.  Johnfon!s  death  theie  apppeared  b  the  newfpaperB  and  oiagaastnes  an 
illiberal  and  petulant  attack  upon  himy  in  the  form  of  an  Epitaph,  under  the  name  of  Mr.  Soame 
Jeanings,  very  unworthy  of  that  gentleman^  who  had  quietly  fubmitted  to  the  critical  lafb  while 
Johnfon  lived.  It  afTumed,  as  charaflerifticks  of  him»  a!l  the  vulgar  circumftances  of  abufe which 
had  circulated  amongft  the  ignorant.  It  was  an  unbecoming  indulgence  of  puny  refentment,  at  a 
jdmc  when  he  himfelf  was  at  a  very  advanced  age»  and  had  a  near  profpefl  of  defcending  to 
the  grave.  I  was  truly  forry  for  it ;  for  he  was  then  become  an  avowed,  and  (aj  my  Lord 
Biftiop  of  London*  who  had  a  ferious  converfation  with  him  on  the  fubje^>  aifures  me)  a  fincere 
Chriftian.  He  could  not  expcft,that  Johnfon'?  numerous  friends  would  patiently  bear  to  have  the 
memory  of  their  mafter  ftigmatized  by  no  mean  pen>  but  that  at  leaft  one  would  be  found  to  retort. 
Accordingly,  this  unjuft  and  farcaftick  Epiuph  was  met  in  the  fame  puUick  field  by  an  (ofwer^ 
in  terms  by  no  ijnean^  foft,  ;^nd  fuph  as  wanton  provocation  only  could  juftify ; 

"EPITAPH, 
**  Prepared  for  a  creature  not  quite  dead  yet^ 

**  HERE  lies  a  little  ugly  nanfeous  elf, 

'*  Who  judging  only  from  its  wretched  fclf, 

**  Feebly  attempted,  petulant  and  vain, 

**  The  •  Origin  of  Evil,'  to  explain. 

"  A  mighty  Genius  ac  this  elf  difpleas'd, 

««  With  a  ftrpng  critick  grafp  the  urchin  fquees'd, 

«'  For  thirty  years  its  coward  fpleen  it  kept, 

f*  Till  in  the  duft  the  mighty  Genius  flept ; 

**  Then  ^nk  and  fretted  in  expiring  fnuf, 

**  Apd  hUak'd  at  Joh  nson  with  its  laft  poor  puC 

influence 
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influence  of  which,  though  he  himfelf  never  fmoaked,  he  had  a  high  opinion  ^  175& 
Befides>  there  is  in  draughts  fome  cxercife  of  the  faculties  j  and,  accordingly,  ^J^fTJ^ 
Johnfon  wifhing  to  dignify  the  fubjcft  in  his  Dedication  with  what  is  moft 
eftimable  in  it,  obferves,  "  Triflers  may  find  or  make  any  thing  a  trifle ;  but 
fince  it  is  the  great  charadberiflick  of  a  wife  man  to  fee  events  in  their  caufes,  to 
obviate  confequences,  and  afccrtain  contingencies,  your  Lordlhip  will  think 
nothing  a  trifle  by  which  the  mind  is  inured  to  caution,  forefight,  and  cir- 
cumlpeftion." 

As  one  of  the  little  occafional  advantages  which  he  did  not  dildain  to  take 
by  his  pen,  as  a  man  whofe  profefllon  was  literature,  he  this  year  accepted  of 
a  guinea  from  Mr.  Robert  Dodfley,  for  writing  the  introduction  to  "  The 
London  Chronicle,"  an  evening  ncwlpaper;  and  even  in  fo  flight  a  per- 
formance exhibited  peculiar  talents.  This  Chronicle  flill  fubfifl:s,  and  from 
what  I  obferved,  when  I  was  abroad,  has  a  more  extenfivc  circulation  upon  the 
Continent  than  any  of  th?  Engliih  newlpapers.  It  was  conftantly  read  by 
Johnfon  himfelf;  and  it  is  but  juft  to  obferve,  that  it  has  all  along  been  dit- 
tinguiflied  for  good  fenfe,  accuracy,  moderation,  and  delicacy. 

Another  infl:ance  of  the  fame  nature  has  been  communicated  to  me  by  the 
Reverend  Dr.  Thomas  Campbell,  who  has  done  himfelf  cohfiderable  credit 
by  his  own  writings.  **  Sitting  with  Dr.  Johnfon  one  morning  alone,  he  aflced 
me  if  I  had  known  Dr.  Madden,  who  was  authour  of  the  premium-fchemc 
in  Ireland.  On  my  anfwering  in  the  affirmative,  and  alfo  diat  I  had  for 
fome  years  lived  in  his  neighbourhood,  &c.  he  begged  of  me  that  when  I 
returned  to  Ireland,  I  would  endeavour  to  procure  for  him  a  poem  of  Dr. 
Maddcn's,  called  '  Boulter's  Monument.'  The  reafon  (faid  he)  why  I  wifli 
for  it,  is  this :  when  Dr.  Madden  came  to  London,  he  fubmitted  that  work 
to  my  caftigation ;  and  I  remember  I  blotted  a  great  many  lines,  and  might 
have  blotted  many  more,  without  making  the  poem  the  worfe.  However^ 
the  Doftor  was  very  thankful,  and  very  generous,  for  he  gave  me  ten  guineas, 
which  was  to  me  at  that  time  a  great  /um.^^ 

He  this  year  refumed  his  fcheme  of  givmg  an  edition  of  Shakipeare  with 
notes.  He  iflued  Propofals  of  confiderablc  length,  in  which  he  fliewed  that 
he  perfedtly  well  knew  what  a  variety  of  refearch  fuct  an  undertaking  required ; 
but  his  mdolence  prevented  him  from  purfuing  it  with  that  diligence  which 
alone  can  colled):  thofe  Icattered  fafts  that  genius,  however  acute,  penetrating, 
and  luminous,  cannot  difcover  by  its  own  force.    It  is  remarkable,  that  at 

'  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,  3d  edit.  p.  ^ 

this 
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175&  this  time  his  &ncied  z&xvity  was  for  the  moment  fa  vigorous^  that  he 
^[][^Tr^  promiied  his  work  fhould  be  publifhed  before  Chriftmas^  i7S7-  Yet  nine 
years  elapled  before  it  faw  the  light.  His  throes  in  bringing  it  forth  had 
been  fevere  and  remittent^  and  at  laft  we  may  almoft  concUide  that  the  Caeiarian 
operation  was  perfomied  by  the  knife  c^  Churchill,  whofe  upbraiding  fttirc^  I 
dare  iay,  made  Johnibn's  friends  urge  him  to  dilpatdu 

^ 

*'  He  for  fubfcribcrs  bates  his  hook, 

**  And  takes  your  cafh  5  but  where's  the  book  ? 

**  No  matter  where  j  wife  fear,  you  know, 

*'  Forbids  the  robbing  of  a  foe ; 

*«  But  what,  to  ferve  our  private  ends, 

^*  Forbids  the  cheating  of  our  friends  ? " 

About  this  period  he  was  offered  a  living  of  conliderable  value  in  Lincoln- 
Ihire,  if  he  were  incrincd  to  enter  into  holy  orders.  It  was  a  reftory  in  the 
gift  of  Mr.  Langton,  the  father  of  his  much  valued  friend.  But  he  did  not 
accept  of  it  i  partly  I  believe  from  a  confciendous  motive,  being  perfiiaded 
that  his  temper  and  habits  rendered  him  unfit  for  that  alfiduous  and  familiar 
inftrudtion  of  the  vulgar  and  ignorant,  which  he  held  to  be  an  eflendal  duty 
in  a  clei^man ;  and  pardy  becaufe  his  love  of  a  London  life  was  fo  ftrong, 
^.  that  he  would  have  thought  himfelf  an  exile  in  any  other  place,  particularly 
if  refiding  in  the  country.  "Whoever  would  wiih  to  fee  his  thoughts  upon 
that  fubjeft  difplayed  in  their  fiill  force,  may  perufe  the  Adventurer,  No.  1 16. 
«757#  In  1757  it  does  not  appear  that  he  publifhed  any  thing,  except  fbme  of 
thofe  articles  in  the  Literary  Magazine,  which  have  been  mentioned.  That 
magazine,  after  Johnfon  ceafed  to  write  in  it,  gradually  decUned,  though  the 
popular  epithet  of  yhaigaUican  was  added  to  it  j  and  in  July  1758  it  expired. 
He  probably  prepared  a  part  of  his  Shakfpeare  this  year,  and  he  diftated  a 
ipeech  on  the  fubjedt  of  an  Addrefs  to  the  Throne,  after  the  expedition  to 
Rochfort,  which  was  delivered  by  one  of  his  friends,  I  know  not  in  what 
publick  meeting.  It  is  printed  in  the  Gendeman's  Magazine  for  Odober 
1785  as  his,  and  bears  fufficient  marks  of  authenticity. 

By  the  fevour  of  Mr.  Walker,  of  the  Treafiiry,  Dublin,  I  have  obtained 
a  copy  of  the  following  letter  from  Johnfon  to  the  venerable  audiour  of 
^  Differtations  on  the  Hiftory  of  Ireland" 
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To  Charles  OXonor^  Efq. 

^^  Sir, 

<*  I  HATE  ktely>  by  the  favour  of  Mr.  Faulkner,  ieen  your  account 
of  Ireland,  and  cannot  forbear  to  folicit  a  profecution  of  your  defign.  Sir 
William  Temple  complains  that  Ireland  is  lefs  known  than  any  other  country, 
as  to  its  ancient  ftate.  The  natives  have  had  little  leifure,  and  little  encourage- 
ment for  enquiry  s  and  itrangers,  not  knowing  the  language,  have  had  no 
ability.  • 

*«  I  have  long  wiihed  that  the  Irifli  literature  were  cultivated.  Ireland  is 
kgown  by  tradition  to  have  been  once  the  feat  of  piety  and  learning ;  and 
fiirely  it  would  be  very  acceptable  to  all  thofe  who  are  curious  cither  in  the 
ori^nal  of  nations^  or  the  affinities  of  Languages,  to  be  further  informed  of 
the  revolutions  of  a  people  fo  ancient,  and  once  fo  illufbious. 

'*  What  relation  diere  is  between  the  Welch  and  Iriih  languages,  or  between 
the  language  of  Ireland  and  tl^at  of  Bilcay,  deferves  enquiry.  Of  thefe  pro- 
vincial jand  unextended  tongues,  it  feldom  happens  that  more  than  one  are 
underftood  by  any  one  man ;  and>  therefore,  it  feldom  happens  that  a  fair 
comparifon  can  be  made.  I  hope  you  will  continye  to  cultivate  this  kind  of 
learnmg,  which  has  lain  too  long  neglected,  and  which,  if  it  be  fufFered  to 
remain  in  oblivion  for  another  century,  may^^  perhaps,  never  be  retrieved. 
As  I  wiih  well  to  all  uieful  undert^ings,  I  would  not  forbear  p  let  you  know 
how  much  you  deferv^j  in  n)y  ppinion,  froiji  «dJ  loveis  of  ftudy,  and  how 
much  plcafiirp  yojur  work  has  giyen  to.  Sir, 

^*  Your  moft  obliged 

^^  Aii$i  mofl  humble  fervant, 

i'Lcmdon,  Apr.  9,1755.  Sam.  JOHNSON.** 

To  the  Reverend  Afr.  Thomas  Wartox. 
**  Dear  Sir, 

^'  Dr.  Marseli  of  Padua,  a  learned  gentleman,  and  good  Latia 
poet,  has  a  mmd  to  fee  Oxford.  I  have  given  him  a  letter  to  Dr.  Huddesfoid » j 
and  ftiall  be  glad  if  you  will  introduce  him,  and  fhew  him  wy  thing  in 
Oxford. 

*  *'  Now,  ox  late,  ViccChancdlor.'* 

A  a  'M  am 


t 
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'^  I  am  printing  my  new  edition  of  Shakfpeare. 

<f  I  long  to  iee  you  all,  but  cannot  conveniently  come  yet.  You  might 
write  to  me  now  and  then,  if  you  were  good  for  any  thing.  But  honor es 
mutmt  mores.  Frofeflbrs  forgi^  their  friends  *.  I  ihall  certainly  complain  to 
Mi&  Jones  '•    I  am 

**  Your>  &c. 

"  [LondonJ  June  21, 1754.  Sam^  Johnson* 

•^  Pleafe  to  make  my  compliments  to  Mr.  Wife/* 

Mr.  Burney  having  encloied  to  him  an  cxtrad  from  the  review  of  his 
Dictionary  in  the  Bibliotbeque  des  Savans  ^  and  a  lift  of  fubfcribers  to  his 
Shaldpeare^  which  Mr.  Burney  had  procured  in  Norfolk^  he  wrote  the  following 
aniwer: 

To  JV^»  BuRN£Y>  in  Lynne^  Norfolk. 

•«  SlR> 

«*  THAT  I  may  fhow  myfelf  fenlible  of  your  favoins,  and  not 
commit  the  fame  &ult  a  iecond  time,  I  make  hafte  to  anfwer  the  letter  which 
1  received  this  morning.  The  truth  is,  the  other  likewife  was  received^  and 
I  wrote  an  anfwer ;  but  being  defirous  to  tranfmit  you  Ibme  propo&ls  and 
receipts^  I  waited  till  I  could  find  a  convenient  conveyance,  and  day  was 
pa&d  after  day,  till  other  things  drove  it  from  my  thoughts,  yet  not  fo,  but 
that  I  remember  with  great  pleafure  your  commendation  of  my  Di6lionary. 
Your  praifc  was  welcome,  not  only  becaule  I  believe  it  was  linccre,  but  becauie 
praiie  has  been  very  fcarce.  A  man  of  your  candour  will  be  lurprifed  whfcn  I 
tell  you,  that  among  all  my  acquaintance  there  were  only  two,  who  upon  the 
publication  of  my  book  did  not  endeavour  to  deprefs  me  with  threats  of  cen- 
fure  from  the  publick,  or  with  objeftions  learned  from  thofe  who  had  learned 
them  from  my  own  Preface.     Yours  is  the  only  letter  of  good-will  that  I 

*  **  Mr.  Walton  was  clcded  Profeifor  of  Poetry  at  Oxford  in  the  preceding  year.^ 
'  *'  Mifs  Jones  lived  at  Oxford,  and  was  often  of  our  parties.  She  was  a  very  ingenious 
poetefsy  and  pnUifhed  a  volume  of  poems  ;  and,  on  the  whole,  was  a  moft  fenfible,  agreeable,  and 
amiable  woman.  She  was  fifter  of  the  Reverend  River  Jones,  Chanter  of  Chrift  Church  cathedral 
at  Oxford,  and  Johnfon  ufed  to  call  her  the  Chtmtrefi.  I  have  heard  him  often  addiefs  her  in  this 
paflage  from  <  II  Pemsbkoso:'     * 

*  Thee,  Chantrefs,  oft  the  woods  among 
«  I  woo,*  &c. 
She  died  unmarried.*'  ♦  Tom.  III.  p.  482. 

have 


ir 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON- 

hzre  receivedt  though,  indeed  I  am  promiied  fomething  of  diat  fort  from 
Sweden. 

"  How  my  new  edition  ^  will  be  received  I  know  not ;  die  iubfcription  has 
not  been  very  fucceisfuL     I  fliall  pnblifti  about  March. 

<*  If  you  can  direct  me  how  to  fend  propolals,  I  (hould  wifii  that  they  were 
in  fuch.  hands. 

'^  I  remember.  Sir,  in  fomc  of  the  firft  letters  with  which  you  favoured 
me,  you  mentioned  your  lady.  May  I  enquire  after  her  ?  In  return  for  the 
fevours  which  you  have  Ihewn  me,  it  is  not  much  to  tell  you,  that  I  wilh  you 
and  her  all  that  can  conduce  to  your  happinefs.     I  am.  Sir, 

*^  Your  moft  obliged 

*'  And  moft  humble  (ervant, 

^  Gough-fquaic, Dec 24,  1757.  Sam.  Johnson." 

In  1758  we  find  him,  it  fliould  feem,  in  as  eafy  and  plealant  a  flate  of     1758. 
cxiftencp,  as  conftitutional  unhappinels  ever  permitted  him  to  enjoy. 

To  Mr.  Burns Y,  at  Lytme^   NarfoUu 
^'  Sir, 

«  YOUR  kindneis  is  io  greats  and  my  claim  to  any  particular 
regard  from  you  io  litde,  that  I  am  at  a  lofs  how  to  exprefs  my  fenfe  of  your 
favours  ^  i  but  I  am»  indeed,  much  pleaied  to  be  thus  diftinguifhed  by  you. 

'^  I  am  aftiamed  to  teU  you  that  my  Shakipeare  will  not  be  out  fo  foon^as 
I  promifed  my  fubfcribers ;  but  I  did  not  promiie  diem  more  than  I  promifed 
myfel£     It  wiU,  however,  be  publiflbed  before  fummer. 

"  I  have  fcnt  you  a  bundle  of  propofals,  which,  I  think,  do  not  profefe 
more  than  I  have  hitherto  performed.  I  have  printed  many  of  the  plays,  and 
have  hitherto  left  very  few  paflages  unexplained ;  where  I  am  quite  at  a  lols, 
I  confefs  my  ignorance,  which  is  feldom  done  by  comnientators. 

«  I  have,  likewife,  inclofed  twelve  receipts ;  not  that  I  mean  to  impofc 
upon  you  the  trouble  of  pulhing  them  with  more  importunity  than  may  feem 
proper,  but  that  you  may  rather  have  more  than  fewer  than  you  ftiall  want. 
The  propofals  you  will  diffcminatc  as  there  fliall  be  opportunity.  I  once 
printed  them  at  length  in  the  Chronicle,  and  fome  of  my  friends  (I  believe 

»  Of  Shajtfpcaw. 

•  This  letter  was  an  anfwer  to  one  in  which  was  enclofed  a  draft  for  the  payment  of  fomc  fub- 
Icripdons  to  hk  Shakfpeare. 

A  a  2  Ms. 
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Mr;  Murphy,  who  formerly  wrote  the  Gray  Vliin  Journal)  introduced  them 
with  a  Iplendid  encomium. 

"  Since  the  Life  of  Browne,  I  Jiave  been  a  litde  engaged,  from  time  to 
time,  in  the  Literary  Magazine,  but  not  very  lately,  I  have  not  the  coUeftion 
by  me,  and  therefore  cannot  draw  out  a  catalogue  of  my  own  parts,  but  will 
do  it,  and  fend  it.  Do  not  buy  them,  for  I  will  gather  all  thofe  that  have  any 
thing  of  mine  in  them,  and  fend  dxem  to  Mrs^  Burney,  as  a  fmall  -token  of 
gratitude  for  the  regard  which  flie  is  pleafed  to  beftow  upon  me.     I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  obliged 

"  And  moft  humble  fcrvant, 

«'  London,  Nhrch  8,  I75«-  Sam.  Johnson.*^ 

Dr.  Bumey  has  kindly  favoured  me  with  the  following  memorandum,  which 
I  take  the  liberty  to  infert  in  his  own  genuine  eafy  ftyle.  I  love  to  exhibit 
iketches  of  my  illuftrious  friend  by  various  eminent  hands. 

"  Soon  after  this,  Mr.  Buracy,  during  a  vifit  to  the  capital,  had  an  inter- 
view with  him  in  Gough-fquare,  where  he  dined  and  drank  tea  with  him,  and 
was  introduced  to  the  acquaintance  of  Mrs.  Williams.  After  dinner,  Mr. 
Johnfon  propofed  to  Mr.  Bumey  to  go  up  with  him  into  his  garret,  which 
being  accepted,  he  there  found  about  five  or  fix  Greek  folios,  a  deal  writing- 
delk,  and  a  chair  and  a  half.  Johnfon  giving  to  his  gucft  the  entire  feat, 
tottered  himfelf  on  one  with  only  three  legs  and  one  arm.  Here  he  ^ve  Mr. 
Burney  Mrs.  Williams's  hiftory,  and  fhewed  him  Ibme  volumes  of  his  Shak- 
Ipeare  akeady  printed,  to  prove  that  he  was  in  earncft.  Upon  Mr.  Burney's 
opening  the  firft  vohime,  at  the  Merchant  of  Venice,  he  obferved  to  him, 
that  he  fccmed  to  be  more  fevere  on  Warburton  than  Theobald.  *  O  poor 
Tib. !  (faid  Johnfon)  he  was  ready  knocked  down  to  my  hands  j  Warburton 
ftands  between  me  and  him.'  *  But,  Sir,  (faid  Mr.  Burney,)  you'U  have 
Warbxirton  upon  your  bones,  won't  you  ? '  '  No,  Sir  j  he'll  not  come  out : 
he'll  only  growl  in  his  den.'  *  But  you  think.  Sir,  that  Warburton  is  a.  liipc- 
riour  critick  to  Theobald?' — *0>  Sir,  he'd  make  two-and-fifty  Theobalds,  cut 
into  flices !  The  worft  of  Warburton  is,  that  he  has  a  rage  for  faying  Some- 
thing, when  there's  nothing. to  be  faid.'— Mr.  Burney  then  afked  him  whether 
he  had  feen  the  letter  which  Warburton  had  written  in  anfwer  to  a  pamphlet 
addrefled  '  To  the  moft  impudent  Man  alive.*  He  anfwercd  in  the  negadvc. 
Mr.  Burney  told  him  it  was  fuppofed  to  be  written  by  Malkt  The  contro- 
versy now  raged  between  the  friends  of  Pope  and  Bolingbroke  i  and  Warburton 
and  Mallet  were  the  leaders  of  the  feveral  parties.    Mr.  Burney  aflced  him  then 
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if  he  had  feen  Warburton's  book  againft  Bolingbroke's  Philofophy  ?     '  No,  J  ns^- 
Sir ;  I  have  never  read  Bolingbroke's  impiety,  and  therefore  am  not  interefted  ]fitar.  4^; 
about  its  confutation." 

On  the  fifteenth  of  April  he  began  a  new  periodical  paper,  entided  "  The 
Idler,*"  which  came  out  every  Saturday  in  a  weekly  newipaper,  called  "  The 
Univerfal  Chronicle,  or  Weekly  Gazette,"  publilhed  by  Newberry,  Thefe 
eflays  were  continued  till  April  5,  1760*  Of  one  hundred  and  three,  their 
total  number,  twelve  were  contributed  by  his  friends;  of  which.  Numbers  33, 
93,  and  ^6,  were  written  by  Mr.  Thomas  Warton  i  No.  67  by  Mr.  Langton ; 
and  No.  76,  79,  and  82  by  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds;  the  concluding  words  of 
No.  82,  "  and  pollute  his  canvas  with  deformity,"  being  added  by  Johnfon; 
as' Sir  Jofhua  informed  me. 

The  Idler  is  evidently  the  work  of  the  fame,  mind  which  produced  the 
Rambler,  but  has  lefs  body,  and  more  fpirit.  It  has  more  variety  of  real  life, 
and  greater  facility  of  language.  He  defcribes  the  miferies  of  idlenefs,  with 
the  lively  fenfations  of  one  who  liad  felt  them  j  and  in  his  privatfe  memo- 
randums while  engaged  in  it,  we  find  "  This  year  I  hope  to  learn  diligence  ^^ 
Many  of  thefe  excellent  eflays  were  written  as  haftily  as  an  ordinary  letter, 
Mr.  Langton  remembers  Johnfon,  when  on  a  vifit  at  Oxford,  afking  him  one 
evening  how  long  it  was  till  the  poft  went  out ;  and  on  being  told  about  half 
an  hour,  he  exclaimed,  **  then  we  (hall  do  very  well."  He  upon  this  inftantly 
lat  down  and  finiihed  an  Idler,  -which  it  was  ncceffary  fhould  be  in  London 
the  next  day.  Mr.  Langton  having  fignified  a  wifh  to  read  it,  "  Sir,  (faid  he) 
yovt  fliall^  not  do  more  than  I  have  done  myfelf."  He  then  folded  it  up,  arid 
fent  it  ofi^. 

Yet  there  are  in  the  Idler  feveral  papers  which  fhew  as  much  profundity  of 
though^  and  labour  of  language,  as  any  of  this  great  man's  writings.  No.  14, 
*' Robbery  of  time;"  No.  24,  "Thinking;"  No.  41,  "  Deadi  of  a  friend  j" 
No-  43j  "  Flight  of  time;"  No.  51,  "  Domeftick  greatnefs  unattainable;' 
No.  52,  "Self-denial;"  No.  58,  «  Adlual,  how  Ihort  of  fended  excellence  j' 
No.  89,  "  Phyfical  evil  moral  good ;"  and  his  concluding  paper  on  "  The 
horrour  of  the  laft,"  will  prove  this  affertion.  I  know  not  why  a  motto,  the  ufuaF 
trapping  of  periodical  papers,  is  prefixed  to  very  few  of  the  Idlers,  as  I  have 
heard  Johnfon  commend  the  cuftom  ;  and  he  never  could  be  at  a  lols  for  one, 
his  memory  being  ftored  with  innumerable  pall^es  of  the  claificks.  In  this 
feries  of  ei&ys  he  exhibits  admirable  inftances  of  grave  humour,  of  which  he  had 

'  Praycn  and  McditadoM,  p«  30. 
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gn  uncommon  fliare.  Nor  on  fome  occafions  has  he  rcprefled  that  powrr  of 
fophiftry  which  he  poffefled  in  fo  eminent  a  degree.  In  No.  1 1,  he  treats  with 
the  utmoft  contempt  the  opinion  that  our  mental  faculties  depend,  in  fome 
degree,  upon  the  weather  j  an  opinion,  which  tliey  who  have  never  experienced 
its  truth  are  not  to  be  envied,  and  of  which  he  himfelf  could  not  but  be 
fenfible,  as  the  effefts  of  weather  upon  him  were  very  vifible.  Yet  thus  he  ' 
declaims :  ^'  Surely,  nothing  is  more  reproachfiil  to  a  being  endowed  with 
reafon,  than  to  refign  its  powers  to  die  influence  of  the  air,  and  live  in  depcn- 
dance  on  the  weather  and  the  wmd  for  the  only  blclfings  which  Nature  has 
put  into  our  power,  tranquillity  and  benevolence.— -This  diftin6lion  of  fealbns 
is  produced  only  by  imagmation  operating  on  luxury.  To  temperance,  every 
day  is  bright ;  and  every  hour  is  propitious  to  diligence.  He  that  fliall  reib- 
lutely  jexcitc  his  faculties,  or  exert  his  virtues,  will  foon  make  himfelf  fuperiour 
to  the  iieafons  i  and  may  fet  at  defiance  the  morning  naift  and  the  evening  damp, 
the  blafts  of  the  eaft,  and  the  clouds  of  the  fouth.'^ 

Alas !  it  is  too  certain,  that  where  the  frame  has  delicate  fibres,  and  there 
is  a  fine  fenfibility,  fuch  influences  of  the  air  are  irrefiilible.  He  might  as  well 
jiave  bid  defiance  to  the  ague,  the  palfy,  and  all  other  bodily  diforders.  Such 
jboailing  of  the  force  of  mind  is  falfe  elevation. 

^'  I  jJiink  the  Romans  call  it  Stoicifin.'* 

But  In  this  number  of  his  Idler  his  ipirits  feem  to  run  riot;  for  in  the  wanton-> 
jiefs  of  his  dilquifidon  he  forgets,  for  a  moment,  even  the  reverence  for  that  which " 
-he  held  in  high  refpeft ;  and  defcribes  "  the  attendant  on  a  Courty^  as  one  "  whoie 
Jbufinefs  is  to  watch  the  looks  of  a  being,  weak  and  foolifh  as  himfelf." 

His  unqualified  ridicule  of  rhetorical  gefture  or  aftion  is  not,  furely,  a  teft 
of  truth  J  yet  we  cannot  help  admiring  how  well  it  is  adapted  to  produce  the* 
icflfedt  which  he  wifhed.  "  Neither  the  judges  of  our  laws,  nor  the  rcpre- 
fentatives  of  our  people,  would  be  much  afFcftcd  by  laboured  gefticulation, 
or  believe  any  man  the  more  becaufe  he  rolled  his  eyes,  or  puflTed  his  cheeks^ 
or  ipread  abroad  his  arms,  or  ftamped  the  ground,  or  thumped  his  breaft^ 
or  turned  his  eyes  fometimes  to  die  cieling^  and  fomedmes  to  the  floor." 

A  cafual  comcidence  with  other  writers,  or  an  adoption  of  a  fentiment  or 
image  which  has  been  found  in  die.wridngs  of  another,  and  afterwards  appears 
)s%  the  mind  as  ooe's  own^  is  not  unfrequent.  The  richneffs  of  Johnfon's  fancy, 
<which  could  fupply  his  page  abundantly  on  all  ocpafions,  and  the  ftrength  of 
his  memory,  which  at  once  detefted  the  real  owner  of  any  thought,  made 
him  lefs  liable  to  the  imputation  of  plagiarifm  than,  perhaps,  any  of  our 

4  writers^ 
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writers.     In  the  Idler,  however,  there  is  a  paper,  in  which  converfation  is      "75^* 
aflimilated  to  a  bowl  of  punch,  where  there  is  the  fame  train  of  comparifbn  ^^JtfTT 
as  in  a  poem  by  Blacklock,  in  his  coUeftion  publifhed  in  1756  i  in  which  a 
parallel  is  ingenioufly  drawn  between  human  life  and  that  liquor.    It  ends, 

'*  Say  then,  phyficians  of  each  kind, 
<*  Who  cxire  the  body  or  the  mind, 
"  What  harm,  in  drinking  can  there  be, 
«  Since  punch  and  life  fo  well  agree  ?"       "* 

To  the  Idler,  when  coUefted  m  volumes,  he  added  (befide  the  Eflay  on 
Epitaphs,  and  the  Diflertation  on  thofc  of  Pope,)  an  Effay  on  the  Bravery  of 
tli^  Englifh  common  Soldiers. 

7i  the  Reverend  Mr.  Thomas  Warton. 
«  Dear  Sir, 

» 

"  YOUR  notes  upon  my  poet  were  very  acceptable.  I  beg  that 
you  will  be  fo  kind  as  to  continue  your  fearches.  It  will  be  reputable  to  my 
work,  and  fuitable  to  your  profeflbrihip,  to  have  fomething  of  yours  in  the 
notes.  As  you  have  given  no  dire&ions  about  your  name,  I  fhall  therefore 
put  it.  I  wifh  your  brother  would  take  the  fame  trouble.  A  commentary 
muft  arife  from  the  fortuitous  difcoveries  of  many  men  in  devious  walks  of 
literature.  Some  of  your  remarks  are  on  plays  already  printed :  but  I  purpofc 
to  add  an  Appendix  of  Notes,  fo  that  nothing  comes  too  late. 

**  You  give  yourfelf  too  much  uneafinefs,  dear  Sir,  about  the  lofs  of  the 
papers  •.  The  lols  is  nothing,  if  nobody  has  found  them  j  nor  even  then, 
perhaps,  if  the  numbers  be  known.  You  are  not  the  only  friend  that  has  had 
the  fame  mifchance.  You  may  repair  your  want  out  of  a  dock,  which  is 
depofited  with  Mr.  Allen,  of  Magdalen-Hall  j  or  out  of  a  parcel  which  I 
have  juft  fent  to  Mr.  Chambers  ^,  for  die  ufe  of  any  body  that  will  be  fo  kind 
as  to  want  them.  Mr.  Langtons  are  well  j  and  Mifs  Roberts,  whom  I  hiave 
at  laft  brought  to  Ipeajc,  upon  the  informadon  which  you  gave  me,  that  fhe 
had  fomething  to  fay. 

"  I  am,  &c. 

"  [Lond<m,]  April  14,  1758.  Sam.  Johnson.'* 

»  «•  Rcccipis  for  Shakfpcare/' 

*  '*  Then  of  Lincoln  College.    Now  Sir  Robert  Chambers,  one  of  the  Judges  in  India.'* 
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7i  the  fame. 
*'  Dear  Sir, 

**  YOU  will  receive  this  by  Mr.  Baretd,  a  gentleman  particularly 

intitled  to  the  notice  and  kindneis  of  the  profeilbr  of  poeiy.     He  has  time 

but  for  a  fhort  ftay,  and  will  be  glad  to  have  it  filled  up  with  as  much  as  he 

can  hear  and  fee« 

**  In  recommending  another  to  your  favour,^  I  ought  not  to  omit  thanks 

for  the  kindnefs  which  you  have  fhewn  to  myfelf.     Have  you  any  more  notes 

on  Shakfpeare  \     I  ihall  be  glad  of  diem* 

,     ^^  \  fee  your  pupil '  fometimes  \  his  mind  is  as  exalted  as  his  ftatune.    I  am 

half  afraid  of  him ;  but  he  is  no  leis  amiable  than  formidable.     He  will,  if 

the  forwardnefs  of  his  Ipring  be  not  blafled,  be  a  credit  to  you,  and  to  the 

Univerfity.     He  brings  fpnie  jpf  ijiy  plays  *  with  him,    which  he  has  my 

permiffibn  to  fliew  you,  on  condidon  you  will  hide  them  from  every  body 

clfc» 

**  I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c, 

^'  [London,]  June  i,  f  75t.      *  S  A  M,  J O  H  N  S  O  n/' 

1759.  In  175  9>  in  the  mowh  of  January,  his  mother  died,  at  the  great  age  erf 
ninety,  an  event  which  deeply  afFefted  him,  not  that  "  his  mind  had  acquired 
no  firmnefs  by  the  contemplation  of  mortality ',"  but  that  his  reverential 
afFedtion  for  her  was  not  abated  by  years,  as  indeed  he  retained  all  his  tender 
feelings  even  to  the  lateft  period  of  his  life.  I  have  been  told  that  he  regretted 
much  his  pot  having  gone  to  vifit  his  mother  for  feveral  years  previous  to  her 
4eath.  But  he  was  conftandy  engaged  in  literary  labours,  which  confined 
him  to  London  j  and  though  he  had  not  the  comfort  of  feeing  his  aged  parent, 
he  contributed  liberally  to  her  fupport. 

Soon  after  this  event,  he  wrote  his  ♦*  Rasselas,  Prince  of  Abyssjn ja  5*" 
concerning  the  publication  of  which  Sir  John  Hawkins  guefTes  vaguely  and  idly, 
inflead  of  having  taken  the  trouble  to  inform  himfelf  with  authentick  pre- 
cifion.  Not  to  trouble  my  readers  with  a  repetition  of  the  Knight's  reveries, 
I  have  to  mention,  that  die  late  Mr.  Strahan  the  printer  told  me,  that  Johnfon 

«  •«  Mr.  Langton.*' 
'     *  **  Part  of  the  impreffion  of  .the  Shakfpeare^  which  Dr.  Johnfon  conduAed  alone,  gnd  p|ib« 
lUhed  by  fnbfcription.    This  edition  came  out  in  1 76c.** 

>  Hawkins's  Life  of  Johnfon,  p.  365. 

wroto 
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^rotc  it,  that  with  the  profits  he  might  defray  the  expence  of  his  mother's      i759- 
funeral,  jmd  pay  fome  little  debts  which  fhe  had  left.     He  told  Sir  Joftiua  ^t^t.  50. 
Reynolds  that  he  compofed  it  in  the  evenings  of  one  week,  fent  it  to^  the  prcfs 
in  {portions  as  it  was  written,  and  had  never  fince  read  it  oven    Mr.  Strahan, 
Mr.  Johnfton,  and  Mr.  Dodfley  purchafed  it  for  a  hundred  pounds,  but  after- 
wards paid  Iiim  twenty-five  pounds  more  when  it  came  to  a  fecond  edition. 

Confidering  the  large  fums  which  have  been  received  for  compilations,  and 
works  requiring  not  much  more  genius  than  compilations,  we  cannot  but 
wonder  at  the  very  low  price  which  he  was  content  to  receive  for  this  admirable 
performance,  which,  though  he  had  written  nothing  elfe,  woxdd  have  rendered 
his  name  immortal  iti  the  world  of  literature.  None  of  his  writings  has*  been 
fo  extenfively  diffufed  over  Europe ;  for  it  has  been  tranflated  into  moft,  if 
not  all,  of  the  modem  languages.  This  Tale,  with  all  the  charms  of  oriental 
imagery,  and  all  the  force  and  beauty  of  which  the  Englifli  language  is 
capable,  leads  ys  through  the  moft  important  fcenes  of  human  life,  and  ihews 
us  that  this  ftagc  of  our  being  is  fiill  of  "  vanity  and  vexation  of  Ipirit." 
To  thofe  who  look  no  further ,  than  the  prefent  life,  or  who  maintain  that 
human  nature  has  not  fallen  from  the  ftate  in  which  it  was  created,  the 
inftrudtion  of  this  fublime  ftory  will  he  of  no  avail.  But  they  who  think 
juftly,  and  feel  with  ftrong  fenfibility,  will  liften  with  eagernefs  and  adnuration 
to  its  truth  and  wifdom.  Voltaire's  Candide,  written  to  refute  the  fyftem  of 
Opdmifm,  which  it  has  accompliihed  with  brilliant  ilicce^,  is  wonderfully 
fimilar  in  its  plan  and  condu6k  to  Jc^nibn's  Rasselas  $  infomuch,  that  I  have 
heard  Johnfbn  fay,  that  if  they  had  not  been  publifhed  fo  cicely  one  after  the 
other  that  there  was  not  time  for  imitation,  it  would  have  been  in  vain  to  deny 
that  the  fcheme  of  that  which  came  lateft  was  taken  from  the  other.  Though 
the  propofidpn  illuftrated  by  both  thefe  works  was  the  fame,  namely,  that  in 
our  prefent  ftate  there  is  more  evil  than  good,  the  intention  of  the  writers  was 
very  different.  Voltaire,  I  am  afraid,  meant  only  by  wanton  profanenefs  to 
obtain  a  l^ortive  vidkory  over  religion,  and  to  difcredit  the  belief  of  a  fuper- 
intending  Providence :  Johnfon  meant,  by  (hewing  the  unfatisfeftory  nature 
of  things  tempord,  to  dire6t  the  hopes  of  man  to  things  eternal.  Raffelas, 
*  as  was  obfcrved  to  me  by  a  very  accomplifhed  lady,  may  be  confidered  as  a 
more  enlarged  and  more  deeply  philofophical  difcourfe  in  profe,  upon  the 
interefting  trwth,  which  in  his  "  Vanity  of  human  Wifhes"  he  had  fo  fuccefT- 
fiilly  enforced  in  verfe. 

The  fund  of  thinking  which  this  work  contains  is  liich,  that  almoft  every 
fentence  of  it  may  furniih  a  fubjed  of  long  meditation.    I  am  not  iadsfied  if  a 
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^759-     year  paffes  without  my  having  read  it  through;  and  at  every  perufal,  my 
jEtat,  50. 1  admiration  of  the  mind  which  produced  it  is  fo  highly  raifed^  that  I  can  fcarcclf 
believe  that  I  had  the  honour  of  enjoying  the  indmacy  of  fuch  a  man. 

I  reftrain  myfelf  from  quoting  paflages  from  this  excellent  work,  or  even 
referring  to  them,  becaufe  I  fliould  not  know  what  to  felcft,  or,  rather,  what 
to  omit.  I  Ihall,  however,  tranfcribc  one,  as  it  ihews  how  well  he  could  ftate 
the  arguments  of  thofe  who  believe  in  the  appearance  of  departed  ^irits,  a 
doftrine  which  it  is  a  miftake  to  fuppofe  that  he  himfelf  ever  pofidvely  held. 

"  If  all  your  fear  be  of  aj^aritions,  (faid  the  Prince,)  I  will  promife  you 
fafety :  there  is  no  danger  from  the  dead  -,  he  that  is  once  buried  will  be  feen 

■ 

no  more. 

'*  That  the  dead  are  feen  no  more  (faid  Imlac,)  I  will  not  undertake  to 
maintain  againft  the  concurrent  and  unvaried  teftimony  of  ail  ages,  and  of  all 
nations.  There  is  no  people,  rude  or  learned,  among  whom  apparitions  of 
the  dead  are  not  related  and  believed.  This  opinion,  which  prevails  as  far  as 
human  nature  is  diffufed,  could  become  univerfal  only  by  its  truth ;  thofe  that 
never  heard  of  one  another,  would'  not  have  agreed  in  a  tale  which  nothing 
but  experience  can  make  credible.  That  it  is  doubted  by  fingle  cavillers,  can 
very  litde  weaken  the  general  evidence ;  and  fome  who  deny  it  with  their 
tongues,  confels  it  by  their  fears." 

Notwithflanding  the  high  admiration  of  Raflelas,  I  will  not  maintain  that 
the  "  morbid  melancholy  *'  in  Johnfon's  conftitution  may  not,  perhaps,  have 
made  life  appear  to  him  more  infipid  and  unhappy  than  it  generally  is ;  fe>r  I 
am  fure  that  he  had  lefs  enjoyment  from  it  than  I  have.  Yet,  whatever 
additional  fhade  his  own  particular  fenfations  may  have  thrown  on  his  repre- 
fentarion  of  life,  attentive  obfervation  and  clofe  inquiry  have  convinced  me, 
that  there  is  too  much  of  reality  in  the  gloomy  pifturc.  •  The  truth,  however. 
Is,  that  we  judge  of  the  happinefs  and  mifery  of  life  differendy  at  different 
times,  according  to  the  ftate  of  our  changeable  frame.  I  always  remember 
a  remark  made  to  me  by  a  Turkifli  lady,  educated  in  France,  "  Ma  foi, 
Monfieury  notre  bonbeur  depend  du  fafon  que  notre  Jang  circtde.^*  This  have  I 
learnt  from  a  pretty  hard  courfe  of  experience,  and  would,  from  fincere 
benevolence,  imprefs  upon  all  who  honour  this  book  with  a  perufal,  that  until 
a  fteady  convidion  is  obtained,  diat  the  prefent  life  is  an  imperfeA  ftate,  and 
only  a  paflage  to  a  better,  if  we  comply  with  the  divine  fcheme  of  progref- 
five  improvement  \  and  alfo  that  it  is  a  part  of  the  myfterious  plan  of  Provi- 
dence, that  intelleftual  beings  muft  *<  be  made  perfect  through  fufFering \^ 
cherc  will  be  a  continual  recurrence  of  difappointment  and  uneafinefs.    But 

4  •  if 


THE     LIFE    OF     DR.    JOHNSON,  187 

if  we  walk  with  hope  in  "  the  mid-day  fun"  of  revelation,  our  temper  and      »7i^9*^ 
diipofition  will  be  llich,  that  the  comforts  and  enjoyments  in  our  way  will  be  ^tat. -o! 
rclifhed,  while  we  patiently  fupport  the  inconveniencies  and  pains.     After 
much  (peculation  and  various  reafonings,  I  acknowledge  myfelf  convinced  of 
the  trudi  of  Voltaire's  conclufion,  "  Apres  tout  c^eft  un  tnonde  paJahU.'*    But  we 
muft  not  think  too  deeply : 


<c 


K  coo  aeepiy : 

Where  ignorance  is  blils,  'tis  folly  to  be  wife," 


is,  in  many  relpefts,  more  than  poetically  juft.  Let  us  cultivate,  under  the 
command  of  good  principles,  **  La  theorie  des  Jenfatwns  agreables  i"  and,  as 
Mr.  Burke  once  admirably  counfeUed  a  grave  and  anxious  gendeman,  "  live 
pleafant." 

The  efFeft  of  Raflclas,  and  of  Johnfon's  other  moral  tales,  is  thus  beauti* 
fiiUy  illuftrated  by  Mr.  Courtenay : 

**  Impreflive  truth,  in  Iplendid  fiftion  dreft, 

"  Checks  the  vain  wifh,  and  calms  the  troubled  breaft  5 

*^  O'er  the  dark  mind  a  light  celeftial  throws, 

"  And  fooths  the  angry  paflions  to  repofe ; 

^*  As  oil  efFus'd  illumes  and  fmooths  the  deep, 

**  When  round  the  bark  die  fwelling  forges  fweep  *." 


It  will  be  recoUeded,  that  during  all  this  year  he  carried  on  his  Idler  ^ 
and,  no  doubt,  was  proceeding,  though  flowly,  in  his  edidon  of  Shaklpeare. 

He, 

^  Literary  and  moral  Charaftcr  of  Dr.  Johnfon. 

'  This  paper  was  in  fuch  high  eftimation  before  it  was  colledled  into  volames»  that  it  was  feized 
on  with  avidity  by.  various  publilhers  of  newfpapers  and  magazines,  to  enrich  their  pablications* 
Johnfon,  to  pat  a  flop  to  this  unfair  proceeding,  wrote  for  the  Univerfal  Chronicle  the  following 
advertifement,  in  which  there  is,  perhaps,  more  pomp  of  words  than  the  occafion  detnanded  : 

**  London,  January  5,  1759.  *Advertifcment.  The  proprietors  of  the  paper  entitled  •  The 
Idler,'  having  found  that  thofe  effays  are  inferted  in  the  newfpapers  and  magazines  with  fo  little 
regard  to  juftice  or  decency,  that  the  Univerfal  Chronicle,  in  which  they  firft  appear,  is  not  always 
mentioned,  think  it  neceflary  to  declare  to  the  publifhers  of  thofe  coUedions,  that  however  patiently 
they  have  hitherto  endured  thefe  injuries,  made  yet  ro6re  injurious  by  contempt,  they  have  now 
determined  to  endure  them  no  longer.  They  have  already  feen  eflays,  for  which  a  very  large  price 
is  paid,  transferred,  with  the  mod  fhamelels  rapacity,  into  the  wedcly  or  monthly  compila- 
tions, and  their  right,  at  leaft  for  theprefent,  alienated  from  them,  before  they  could  themfelve^ 
be  faid  to  enjoy  it.  But  they  would  noc  willingly  be  thought  to  want  tendernefs,  even  for  men 
by  whom  no  tendemcfc  hath  been  (hewn.    The  paft  is  without  remedy,  and  (hall  be  without 

B  b  2  refentment. 
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He,  however,  from  that  liberality  which  never  foiled,  when  called  upon  to 
aflift  other  labourers  in  literature,  found  time  to  tranflateJbr  Mrs.  Lennox's 
Englifh  verfion  of  Brumoy,  '*  A  Differtation  on  the  Greek  Comedy,f "  and 
the  General  Conclufion  of  the  book.f 

I  would  afcribc  to  this  year  the  following  letter  to  a  fon  of  one  of  his  early* 
friends  at  Lichfield,  Mr.  Jofeph  Simpfon,  Barrifter  and  authour  of  a  trafl: 
entitled  "  Refleftions  on  the  Study  of  the  LawJ* 

STo  Joseph  Simpson,  Efy. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

*^  YOUR  father's  inexorability  not  only  grieves  but  amazes  mer 
he  is  your  father :  he  was  always  accounted  a  wife  man ;  nor  do  I  remember 
any  thing  to  the  difadvantage  of  his  good  nature  i  but  in  his  rcfulal  to  aflift 
you  there  is  neither  good-nature,  fatherhood,  nor  wifdom.  It  is  the  praftice 
of  good-nature  to  overlook  feults  which  have  already,  by  the  confequences, 
puniflied  the  delinquent.  It  is  natural  for  a  father  to  think  more  favourably 
than  others  of  his  children  j  and  it  is  always  wife  to  give  afliftance  while 
a  litde  help  will  prevent  the  neceflity  of  greater. 

"  If  you  married  imprudently^  you  mifcarried  at  your  own  hazard,  at  aa 
age  when  you  had  a  right  of  choice.  It  would  be  hard  if  the  man  might 
not  choofe  his  own  wife,  who  has  a  right  to  plead  before  the  Judges  of  his 
country, 

"  If  your  imprudence  has  ended  in  difficulties  and  inconveniences>  you  are 
yourfelf  to  fupport  them  j  and,  with  the  help  of  a  little  better  health,  you 
would  fupport  them  and  conquer  them.  Surely,  that  want  which  accident 
and  ficknefs  produces,  is  to  be  fupported  in  every  regbn  of  humanity,  though 
there  were  neither  friends  nor  fathers  in  the  world.  You  have  certainly  from 
your  father  the  higheft  claim  of  charity>  though  none  of  right  i  and  therefore 

refentment.  But  tkofe  who  hare  been  thus  bufy  with  their  Tickles  in  the  fields  of  their  neighbours^ 
are  henceforward  to  take  notice,  that  the  time  of  impunity  is  at  an  end.  Whoever  ihall^  without 
our  leave,  lay  the  hand  of  rapine  upon  our  papers,  is  to  expe^  that  we  (hall  vindicate  our  due, 
by  the  means  which  juilice  prefcribes,  and  which  are  warranted  by  the  immemorial  prefcriptions 
of  honourable  trade.  We  ihaU  lay  hold,  in  our  turn,  on  their  copies,  degrade  theiti  from  the 
pomp  of  wide  margin  and  diSui^  typography,  contra^  them  into  a  narrow  fpace,  and  fell 
them  at  an  humble  price ;  yet  not  with  a  view  of  growing  rich  by  confifcations,  for  we  think, 
not  much  better  of  money  got  by  punifhment  than  by  crimes.  We  (hall,,  therefore,  when  our 
k>(res  are  repaid,  give  what  profit  (hall  remain  to  the  MagJaiem ;  for  we  know  not  who  caa  be 
more  properly  taxed  for  the  fupport  of  penitent  proftitutes,  than  proftitutes  in  whom  there  yet 
appears  neither  penitence  nor  (hame/* 

1  would 
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1  would  counfel  you^o  omit  no  decent  nor  manly  degree  of  importunity.  Your  '759' 
debts  in  the  whole  are  not  large,  and  of  the  whole  but  a  fmall  part  is  trouble-  muCso. 
fome.  Small  debts  are  like  fmall  fliot ;  they  are  rattling  on  every  fide,  and 
can  fcarcely  be  efcaped  without  a  wound:  great  debts  are  like  cannon;  of 
loud  noife,  but  litde  danger.  You  muft,  therefore,  be  enabled  to  difcharge 
petty  debts^  that  you  may  have  ieifure,  with  fecurity,  to  flruggle  with  the 
reft,  t  Neither  the  great  nor  litde  debts  difgrace  you.  I  am  fure  you  have  my 
cftecm  for  the  courage  with  which  you  contracted  them,  and  the  Ipirit  with 
which  you  endure  them.  I  wifh  my  efteem  could  be  of  more  ufe.  I  have 
been  invited,  or  have  invited  myfelf,  to  fcveral  parts  of  the  kingdom  i  and 
will  not  incommode  my  dear  Lucy  by  coming  to  Lichfield,  while  her  prefcnt 
lodging  is  of  any  ufe  to  her.  I  hope  in  a. few  days  to  be  at  Ieifure,.  and  to 
make  vifits.  Whither  I  fliall  fty  is  matter  of  no  importance.  A  man  uncon- 
nefted  is  at  home  every  where  -,  unlels  he  ntiay  be  faid  to  be  at  home  no  where. 
I  am  forry,  dear  Sir,  that  where  you  have  parents,  a  man  of  your  merits 
fliould  not  have  an  home.     I  wilh  I  could  ^ve  it  you..    I  am,  my  dear  Sir, 

"  AfFedtionately  your's, 

^  Sam.  Johnson." 

He  naw  refrefhed  himfelf  by  an  excurfion  (o  Oxford,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing fiiort  charadteriftical  notice,  in  his  own  words,  is  prefervod :  "  *  *  *  is 
now  making  tea  for  me. .  I  have  been  in  my  gown  ever  fince  I  came  here. 
It  was.  at  my  firft  coming  quite  new  and  handfome.  I  have  fwum  thrice, 
which  I  had  dilufed  for  many  years.  I  have  propofed  to  Vanfittart^  climbing 
over  the  wall,  but  he  has  refiifed  me.  And  I  have  clapped  my  hands  rill  they 
are  fore,  at  Dr.  King's  ipeech  7." 

His  negro  fervant,  Franci3  Barber,  having  left  him,  and  been  fome  time  at 
fea,  not  preffed  as  has  been  fuppofed,  but  with  his^  own  confent,  it  appears 
from  a  letter  to  John  Wilkes,  Efq^  from  Dr..  SmoUet,  that  his  mafter  kindly 
interefted  himfelf  in  procuring  his  releafe  from  a  ftate  of  life  of  which  Johnfon 
always  expreffcd  the  utmoft  abhorrence.  He  faid,  ***  No  man  will  be  a  failor 
who  has  contrivance  enough  to  get  himfelf  into  a  jail  j  for  being  in  a  Ihip  is 
being  in  a  jail>  with  the  chance  of  being  drowned*.'*  And  at  another  rime, 
^*  A  man  in  a  jail  has  more  room,  better  food,,  and  commonly  better 
company  ^" 

^  Dr.  Robert  Van£ttart».  of  the  afident  and  refpcdable  family  of  that  name  in  Berkffaixe.    Ht 
was  eminent  for  learning  and  worthy  and  much  eileemed  by  Dr.  Johnfon. 
^  Gentleman's  Magazine,  April  1785. 
•  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,  3d  edit.  p.  126.  •  Ibid.  p.  251. 

The 
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The  letter  w^  as  follows : 

^^  Dear  Sir,  Chelfca,  Marcln6,  1759. 

*^  I  AM  again  your  petitioner,  in  behalf  of  that  great  chum  *  of  literature 
Samuel  Johnfon.  His  black  fervant,  whofe  name  is  Francis  Barber,  has  been 
preffed  on  board  the  Stag  Frigate,  Captain  Angel,  and  our  lexicographer  is  in 
great  diftrefs.  He  fays  the  boy  is  a  fickly  lad,  of  a  delicate  frame,  and  par- 
ticularly fubjeft  to  a  malady  in  his  throat,  which  renders  him  very  unfit  for 
his  Majefty's  fervice.  You  know  what  matter  of  animofity  the  faid  Johnfon 
has  againft  you  ;  and  I  dare  fay  you  defire  no  other  opportunity  of  relenting 
it  than  that  of  laying  him  under  an  obligation.  He  was  humble  enough  to 
defire  my  afliftance  on  this  occafion,  though  he  and  I  were  never  cater-coufms  j 
and  I  gave  him  to  underftand  that  I  would  make  application  to  my  friend 
Mr.  Wilkes,  who,  perhaps,  by  his  intereft  with  Dr.  Hay  and  Mr.  Elliott, 
might  be  able  to  procure  the  difcharge  of  his  lacquey.  It  would  be  fuper- 
fluous  to  fay  more  on  the  fubjeft,  which  I  leave  to  your  own  confideration ; 
but  I  cannot  let  flip  this  opportunity  of  declaring  that  I  am,  with  the  moft 
inviolable  efteem  and  attachment,  dear  Sir, 

^*  Your  afFeftionate  obliged  humble  fervant, 

«  T.  Smollet." 

Mr.  Wilkes,  who  upon  all  occafions  has  afted,  as  a  private  gendeman,  with 
moft  polite  liberality,  applied  to  his  friend  Sir  George  Hay,  then  one  of  the 
Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty ;  and  Francis  Barber  was  difcharged,  as 
he  has  told  me,  without  any  wi(h  of  his  own.  He  recollefts  the  precife  time 
to  be  three  days  before  King  George  II.  died.  He  found  his  old  mafter 
in  chambers  in  the  Inner  Temple,  and  returned  to  his  fervice. 

What  particular  new  fchcme  of  life  Johnfon  had  in  view  this  year,  I  have 
not  difcovered  -,  but  that  he  meditated  one  of  fome  fort,  is  clear  from  his 
private  devotions,  in  which  we  find  *,  '*  the  change  of  outward  things  which  I 
am  now  to  make  ;'*  and,  "  Grant  me  the  grace  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  the 
courfe  which  I  am  now  beginning  may  proceed  according  to  thy  laws,  and 
^nd  in  the  enjoyment  of  thy  favour/'  But  he  did  not,  in  faft,  make  any 
external  or  vifible  change. 

»  Had  Dr.  SmoUet  been  bred  at  an  Englifti  Univerfity,  he  would  have  known  that  a  chum  is  a 
ftadent  who  lives  with  another  in  a  chamber  common  to  them  both.  A  chum  rf  Uurature  ia 
lionfen(e« 

*  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p,  30  and  40. 

At 
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At  this  time  there  being  a  competition  among  the  architefts  of  London  to  1759- 
be  employed  in  the  building  of  Blackfriars-bridge,  a  queftion  was  very  ^tat  J© 
warmly  agitated  whether  femicircular  or  elliptical  arches  were  preferable.  In 
the  defign  offeredby  Mr.  Mylne  the  elliptical  form  was^opted,  and  there* 
fore  it  was  the  great  objeft  of  his  rivals  to  attack  it.  Johnfon's  regard  for 
his  friend  Mr.  Gwyn  induced  him  to  engage  in  this  controverfy  againft  Mr. 
Mylne ' ;  and  after  being  at  confiderable  pains  to  fhidy  the  fubjeft,  he  wrote 
three  feveral  letters  in  the  Gazetteer,  in  oppofition  to  his  plan. 

If 

'  Sir  John  Hawkins  has  given  a  long  detail  of  it»  in  that  manner  vulgarly*  but  fignificantly, 
called  rigfnarole;  in  which,  amidft  an  ollentatious  exhibition  of  arts  and  artids,  he.  talks  of  *'  pto^ 
-portions  of  a  cohimn  being  taken  from  that  of  the  human  figure*  and  adjufted  hy  Na/ure'^vaaScvL^ 
line  and  feminine— -in  a  man,  fefquio&arve  of  the  head,  and  in  a  woman  fefquinonal -**  nor  has  he 
failed  to  introduce  a  jargon  of  mufical  terms,  which  do  not  feem  much  to  correfpond  with  the 
fubjeA,  but  ferve  to  make  up  the  heterogeneous  mafs.  To  follow  the  Knight  through  all  this, 
would  be  an  ufelefs  fatigue  to  myfelf,  and  not  a  little  difguiling  to  my  readers.  I  (hall,  therefore,* 
only  make  a  few  remarks  upon  his  flatement.—- He  feems  to  exult  in  having  deteded  Johnfon  in 
procuring  *'  from  a  perfbn  eminently  ikilled  in  mathematicks  and  the  principles  of  archite^urd,. 
anfwers  to  a  ftring  of  qneftions  drawn  up  by  himfelf*  touching  the  comparative  ftrength  of  femiw 
circular  and  elliptical  arches."  Now  I  cannot  conceive  how  Johnfon  could  have  aded  more  wifely.. 
Sir  John  complains  that  the  opinion  of  that  excellent  malhematician,  Mr.  Thomas  .Simpfon*  tlid 
not  preponderate  in  favour  of  the  femicirculai^  arch.  But  he  (hould  have  known,  that  however 
eminent  Mr.  Simpfon  was  in  the  higher  parts  of  abftra^l  mathematical  fcience,-  he  was  little  verfed' 
in  mixed  and  pradical  mechanicks.  Mr.  MuUer*  of  Woolwich  Academy,  the  fcholaftick  father 
of  all  the  great  engineen  which  this  country  has  employed  for  forty  years,  decided  the  queftion  by 
declaring  clearly  in  favour  of  the  elliptical  arch.  * 

it  is  ungracioufly  fuggefted,  that  Johnfon's  motive  for  oppofing  Mr.  Mylne's  fcheme  may 
have  been  his  prejudice  againft  him  as  a  native  of  Nortfa«Britain ;   when,,  in  truth,  as  has 
been  ftated,   he  gave  the  aid  of  his  able  pen  to  a  friend,  who  was  one  of  the  candidates ;. 
and  fo  far  was  he  from  having  any  illiberal  antipathy  to  Mr.  Mylne,  that  he  afterwards  lived  . 
with  that  gentleman  upon  very  agreeable  terms  of  acquaintance,  and  dined  with  him  at  his 
houfe*    Sir  John  Hawkins,  indeed,  gives  full  vent  to  his  own  prejudice  in  abniing  Blackfriars- 
bridge,  caUing  it  <<  an  edifice,  in  which  beauty  and  fymmetry  are  in  vain  fought  for ;  by  which 
the  citizens  of  London  have  perpetuated  their  own  difgrace,  and  fubjedled  a  whole  nation  to  die 
ceproach  of  foreigners.*'    Whoever  has  contemplated,  placido  lumine,  this  ftately,  elegant,  and 
airy  ftrudture,  which  has  fo  fine  an  efte^,  efpecially  on  approaching  the  capital  on  that  quarter, 
muft  wonder  at  fuch  unjuft  and  ill-tempered  cenfure ;  and  I  appeal  to  all  foreigners  of  good  tafte, 
whether  this  bridge  be  not  one  of  the  moft  diftinguiihed  ornaments  of  London.    As  to  the  ftability 
of  the  fabrick,  it  is  certain  that  the  City  of  London  took  every  precaution  to  have  the  beft  Port- 
Jand  ftone  for  it;  but  as  this  b  to  be  found  in  the  quarries  belonging  to  the  publick,  under  the 
^iie6tioii  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treafuiy,  it  lb  happened  that  parliamentary  intereft,  which  is  often^ 
the  bane  of  fair  purfuits,  thwarted  their  endeavours.    Notwithftanding  this  difadvantage,  it  ia 
well  known  that  not  only  has  Blackfiian-bridg^  never  fm^  either  in  its  foundations  or  in  its 

arches, . 
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^759'  I^  it  Ihould  be  remarked  that  this  was  a  controveriy  which  lay  quite  otit 

l^taV.  CO.  of  Johnfon's  way,  let  it  be  remembered  that  after  all,  his  employing  his 
powers  of  reafoning  and  eloquence  upon  a  fubjedt  which  he  had  ftudied  on  the 
moment,  is  not  more  ftrange  than  what  we  often  obfcrve  in  lawyers,  who,  as 
^icquid  agunt  homines  is  the  matter  of  law-fuits,  are  fometimes  obliged  to 
pick  up  a  temporary  knowledge  of  an  art  or  fcience,  of  which  they  under- 
Itood  nothing  till  their  brief  was  delivered,  and  appear  to  be  much  mafters  of 
it.  In  like  manner,  members  of  the  legiflature  frequendy  introduce  and 
expatiate  upon  fubjefts  of  which  they  have  informed  th^mfelves  for  the 
occafion. 

1760.  In  1760  he  wrote  *^  An  Addrefs  of  the  Painters  to  George  III.  on  his  Ac- 
ceffion  to  the  Throne  of  thefe  Kingdoms,f "  which  no  monarch  ever  afcended 
with  more  fincere  congratulations  from  his  people.  Two  generations  of 
foreign  princes  had  prepared  their  minds  to  rejoice  in  having  again  a  King, 
who  gloried  in  being  •**  born  a  Briton,"  He  alfo  wrote  for  Mr.  Baretti  the 
Dedication  f  of  his  Italian  and  Englilh  Diftionary,  to  the  Marquis  of  Abreu, 
then  Ambafladour  Extraordinary  from  Spain  at  the  Court  of  Great-Britain. 

Johnfon  ^v^s  now  either  Ytry  idle,  or  very  bufy  with  his  Shidclpeare  5  for  I 
can  find  no  other  publick  compofition  by  him  except  an  account  which  he 
gave  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  of  Mr.  Tyder's  acute  and  able  vindi- 
cation of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots.*  The  generofity  of  Johnfon's  feelings 
fhines  forth  in  the  following  fentence ;  *'  It  has  now  been  fafhionable,  for  near 
half  a  century,  to  defame  and  vilify  the  houfe  of  Stuart,  and  to  exalt  and 
magnify  the  reign  of  Elizabeth.  The  Stuarts  have  found  few  apologifb  5  for 
the  dead  cannot  pay  for  praife,  and  who  will,  without  reward,  oppofe  the  tide 
of  popularity  ?  Yet  there  remains  ftiU  among  us,  not  wholly  extinguifticd,  a 
zeal  for  truth,  a  defire  of  cftablifliing  right  in  oppofirion  to  falhion/' 

In  this  year  I  have  not  difcovered  a  fingle  private  letter  written  by  him  to 
any  of  his  friends.  It  Ihould  feem,  however,  that  he  had  at  this  period 
a  floating  intention  of  writing  a  hiftory  of  the  recent  and  wonderful  fucceiies 
of  the  Britifli  arms  in  all  quarters  of  the  globe }  for  among  his  refolutions  or 
memorandums,  September  18,  there  is,  "  Send  for  books  for  Hift.  of  War*.*' 
How  much  is  it  to  be  regretted  that  this  intention  was  not  fulfilled.  His 
majeftick  expreifion  would  have  carried  down  to  the  lateft  pofterity  the  gbrious 

Arches,  which  were  fo  much  the  fubjeA  of  conteft,  but  any  injuries  which  it  has  fufitied  from  the 
tSe^  of  fevere  frofb  have  been  already,  in  fome  meafure,  repaired  widi  (oiioder  ftone^  and  every 
neceflary  renewal  can  be  completed  at  a  moderate  cxpence, 
*  fnytts  and  Meditations,  p.  41. 

atchievcmentj 
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achievements  of  his  country,  with  the  fame  fervent  glow  which  they  pro-  '760. 
duced  on  the  mind  at  the  time.  He  would  have  been  under  no  temptation  to  ^EtatTTT 
deviate  in  any  degree  from  truth,  which  he  held  very  facred,  or  to  take  a  lic'encc 
which  a  learned  divine  told  me  he  once  feemed,  in  a  converfation,  jocu- 
larly to  allow  to  hiftorians.  "  There  are  (faid  he)  inexcufable  lies,  and 
confecrated  lies.  For  inftance,  we  are  told  that  on  the  arrival  of  the  news  of 
the  unfortunate  batde  of  Fontenoy,  every  heart  beat,  and  every  eye  was  in 
tears.  Now  we  know  that  no  man  eat  his  dinner  the  worfe,  but  there  Jhould 
have  been  all  this  concern ;  and  to  fay  there  was^  (fmiling)  may  be  reckoned  a 
confecrated  lie.** 

This  year  Vix.  Murphy  having  thought  himfclf  ill  treated  by  the  Reverend 
Dr.  Francklin,  who  was  one  of  the  writers  of  "  The  Critical  Review,"  pub- 
lifhed  an  indignant .  vindication  in  "  A  Poetical  Epiftle  to  Samuel  Johnfon, 
A.  M,"  in  which  he  compliments  Johnfon  in  ajuft  and  elegant  manner: 

<^  Tranfcendant  Genius,  whoie  prolifick  vein 

**  Ne'er  knew  the  frigid  poet's  toil  and  pain  5 

**  To  whom  Apollo  opens  all  his  ftore, 

**  And  every  Mufe  prefents  her  facred  lore ; 

**  Say,  pow'rfril  Johnson,  whence  thy  verfe  is  fraught 

**  With  fo  much  grace,  fuch  energy  of  thought  i        . 

*'  Whether  thy  Juvenal  inftru&s  the  age 

*'  In  charter  numbers,  and  new-points  his  rage  \ 

"  Or  fair  Irbne  fees,  alas !  too  late 

Her  innocence  exchanged  for  guilty  ftate ; 

Whatever  you  write,  in  every  golden  line 
*^  Sublimity  aod  elegance  combine ; 
*'  Thy  nervous  phrafe  impreflcs  every  foul, 
^^  While  harmony  gives  rapture  to  the  whole.'* 

Again,  towards  the  conclufion : 

*'  Thou  then,  my  friend,  who  lec*ft  the  dang'rous  ftrifc 
"  In  which  fome  daemon  bids  me  plunge  my  life, 
**  To  the  Aonian  fount  direct  my  feet, 
*'  Say  where  the  Nine  thy  lonely  mufings  meet  ? 

Where  warbles  to  thy  ear  the  facred  throng, 

Thy  moral  fenfc,  thy  dignity  of  fong  ? 
*•  Tell,  for  you  can,  by  what  unerring  art 
**  You  wake  to  finer  feelings  every  heart  \ 

C  c  "In 
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•*  In  each  bright  page  fomc  truth  in^portant  give, 
"  And  bid  to  future  times  thy  Rambler  live." 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  relate  the  manner  in  which  an  acquaintance  firft 
commenced  between  Dr.  Johnfon  and  Mr.  Murphy.  During  the  publica- 
tion of  *^  The  Gray's-Inn  Journal,'*  a  periodical  paper  which  was  fucceff- 
iuUy  carried  on  by  Mr.  Murphy  aJone,  when  a  very  young  man,  he  happened 
to  be  in  the  country  with  Mr.  Foote ;  and  having  mentioned  that  he  was 
obliged  to  go  to  London  in  order  to  get  ready  for  the  prefs  one  of  the  numbers 
of  that  Journal,  Foote  faid  to  him,  *^  You  need  not  go  on  that  account. 
Here  is  a  French  magazine,  in  which  you  will  find  a  very  pretty  oriental  tale ; 
tranflate  that,  and  fend  it  to  your  printer."  Mr.  Murphy  having  read  the  tale, 
was  highly  pleafed  with  it,  and  followed  Footers  advice.  When  he  returmed 
to  town,  this  tale  was  pointed  out  to  him  in  the  Rambler,  from  whence  it  had 
been  tranflated  into  the  French  magazine.  Mr.  Murphy  then  waited  upoii 
Johnfony  to  explain  this  cuirious  incident.  His  talents»  literature,  and  gendeman* 
like  manners,  were  foon  perceived  by  Johnibn,  aad  a  friendihip  was  formed 
which  was  never  broken. 

Johnfon,  who  was  ever  awake  to  the  caUs  of  humanity,  wrote  this  year  an 
IntrodudioD  *  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  for  cloathing  the  French 
priibners. 
i7^»-  In  1761  Johnfon  appears  to  have  dbne  little.  He  was  ftill,  no  doubt,  pro- 
ceeding in  his  edinon  of  Shaklpeare ;  but  what  advances  he  nude  in  it  cannot 
be  afcertained.  He  certainly  was  at  this  time  not  adtive ;  for  in  his  fcrupulous 
examination  of  himfelf  on  Eafter  eve,  he  laments,  in  his  too  rigorous  mode 
of  cenfuring  his  own  conduft,  that  his  life,  fince  the  communion  of  the  pre* 
ceding  Eafter,  had  been  "  diflipated  and  ufelefs  ^"  He,  however,  contributed 
this  year  the  Preface*  to  "  Rolt's  Dictionary  of  Trade  and  Commerce,"  in 
which  he  dilplays  luch  a  clear  and  comprehcnfive  knowledge  of  the  fubjeft, 
as  might  lead  the  reader  to  diink  that  its  authour  had  devoted  all  his  life  to  it. 
I  aiked  him,  whether  he  knew  much  of  Rolt,  and  of  his  work.  "  Sir,  (faid  he) 
I  never  faw  the  man,  and  never  read  the  book.  The  bookfcUers  wanted  a 
Preface  to  a  Dictionary  of  Trade  and  Commerce.  I  knew  very  well  what 
fuch  a  Dictionary  fliould  be,  and  I  wrote  a  Preface  accordingly."  Rolt,  who 
wrote  a  great  deal  for  the  bookfellers,  particularly  a  Hiftory  of  the  War,  on 
which,  as  we  have  feen,  Johnfon  himfelf  once  had  thoughts  of  employing  his 
pen,  was,  as  Johnfon  told  me,  a  finguhr  character.  Though  not  in  the  leafl: 
acquainted  with  him,  he  ufed  to  fay,  "  I  am  juft  come  from  Sam.  Johnfon." 
Tiiis  was  a  fulEcient  ipecimen  of  his  vanity  and  impudence.  But  he  gave*a  more 

*  Pra}^^  and  Meditations,  p.  44. 

eminent 
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eminent  proof  of  it  in  our  lifter  kingdom^  as  Dn  Johnibn  informed  me*  When  '761 . 
Akenfide's  **  Pkafurcs  of  the  Itnagioation''  firft  came  put,  he  did  not  put  jEt^f -7 
his  name  to  the  poem.  Rolt  went  over  to  Dublin,  publifhed  an  edition  of  it, 
and  put  his  own  name  to  it.  Upon  the  fame. of  this  he  lived  for  feveral 
months,  being  entertained  at  the  beft  tables  as  <<  the  ingenious  Mr.  Rolt."  His 
converfation,  indeed,  did  hot  difcover  much  of  the  fire  of  a  poet;  but  it  was 
lecoUedted,  that  both  Addifon  and  Thomfon  were  equally  dull  rill  excited  by 
wine,  Akenfide  having  been  informed  of  this  impofiuon,  vindicated  his  right 
by  publifhing  the  poem  with  its  real  authour's  name.  Several  inftances  of 
fuch  literary  fraud  have  been  detcdted.  The  Reverend  Dr,  CampbeU,  of  St* 
Andrew's,  wrote  a  book  on  the  authenticity  of  the  Gofpel  Hiftory,  the  manu- 
fcript  of  which  he  fent  to  Mn  Innys,  a  clergyman  in  England,  who  was  his 
countryman  and  acquaintance,  Innys  publiflied  it  with  his  own  name  to  it  5  and- 
before  the  impofition  was  difcovered,  obtained  confidcrable  promotion,  as  k 
reward  of  his  nn«rit.  -The  celebrated  Dr.  Hugh  Blair,  and  his  coufili 
Mr.  George  Ballantine,  when  ftiidents  in  divinity,  wrote  a  poem,  entitled 
**  Redemption,'*  copies  of  which  were  handed  about  in  manufcript.  The^ 
were,  at  length,  very  much  furprized  to  fee  a  pompous  edition  of  it  irt  folio, 
dedicated  to  die  Queen,  by  a  Dr.  Douglas,  as  his  own.  Some  year^  ago  a 
litde  novel,  entitled  "  The  Man  of  Feeling,"  was  aflumed  by  Mr.  Eccles,  a 
young  Irifli  clergyman,  who  was  afterwards  drowned  near  Bath.  He  bad  been 
at  the  pains  to  tranfcribe  the  whole  book,  with  blottings,  interlineations, 
and  correftions,  that  it  might  be  fhewn  to  feveral  people  as  an  original. 
It  was,  in  truth,  the  produftion  of  Mr.  Henry  Mackenzie,  an  attorney  in  the 
Exchequer  at  Edinburgh,  who  is  the  authour  of  feveral  other  ingenious  pieces ; 
but  the  belief  with  regard  to  Mr.  Eccles  became  fo  general,  that  it  was  thought 
neceflary  for  Meflieurs  Strahan  and  Cadell  to  publilh  an  advertifement  in  the 
newspapers,  contradifting  the  report,  and  mentioning  tliat  they  purchafcd 
the  copy  right  of  Mr.  Mackenzie.  I  can  conceive  this  kind  of  fraud  to  be 
very  eafily  pradifed  with  iiiccefsful  effrontery^  The  fiiation  of  a  literary  per- 
formance is  difficult  of  proof  i  feldom  is  there  any  witnefs  prefent  at  its  birth. 
A  man,  either  in  confidence  or  by  improper  means,  obtains  pofTeffion  of  a  copy 
of  it  in  manufcript,  and  boldly  publi(hes  it  as  his  own.  The  true  authour,  in 
many  cafe§,  may  not  be  able  to  make  his  tide  clear.  Johnfon,  indeed,  from 
the  peculiar  features  of  his  literary  offspring,  might  bid  defiance  to  any  attempt 
to  appropriate  them  to  others : 

• 

"  But  Shakfpeare's  magick  could  not  copied  be, 
-"  Within  that  circle  none  dutfl  walk  but  he." 

Cc  2  He 
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He  thk  year  lent  his  friendly  aflUbmce  to  corred  and  improve  a  pamphlet 
written  by  Mr.  Gwyn,  the  architedt^  endtled  <^  Thotights  on  the  Comnation  of 
George  Hi." 

Johnlon  had  now  for  fbme  years  admitted  Mr.  Baretti  to  his  intimacy  s  nor 
did  their  friendfhip  ccafe  upon  their  being  feparated  by  Baretti 's  revifiring  his- 
native  country,  as  appears  from  Johnfon's  letters  to  hmi. 

Ta  Mr.  Joseph  BI^aretti,   at  Milan. 

\  ... 

« 

"YOU  reproach  me  very  often  with  parfimony  of  writing :  but  you 
may  difcovcr  by  the  extent  of  my  paper,  that  I  defign  to  recompence  rarity  by 
length.  A  fhort  letter  to  a  diftant  frie:nd  is,  in  my  opinion,  an  infult  like  that 
of  a  flight  bow  or  curfory  falutation  j— a  proof  of  unwillingncfs  to  do  much» 
even  where  there  is  a  neceflity  of  doing  Tomething.  Yet  it  muft  be  remem- 
bered, that  he  who  continues  the  fame  courfe  of  life  in  the  fame  place,  will 
have  little  to  tell.  One  week  and  one  year  are  very  like  another.  The  filent 
changes  made  by  time  are  not  always  perceived  i  and  if  they  are  not  perceived^ 
cannot  be  recounted.  I  have  rifen  and  laid  down,  talked  and  mufed,  while 
you  have  roved  over  a  confiderable  part  of  Europe :  yet  I  have  not  envied  my 
Baretti  any  of  his  pleafuresy  though,  perhaps,  I  have  envied  others  his  com- 
pany ;  and  I  am  glad  to  have  other  nations  made  acquainted  with  the  charac* 
ter  of  the  Englifh,  by  a  traveller  who  has  fb  nicely  inipedted.  our  manners, 
and  fo  fuccefsfully  fhidied  our  literature.  I  received  your  kind  letter  from 
Falmouth,  in  which  you  gave  me  notice  of  your  departure  for  Liibon  i  and 
another  from  Lifbon,  in  which  you  told  rne,  that  you  were  to  leave  Portugal 
in  a  few  days.  To  either  of  thefe  how  could  any  anfwcr  be  returned  ?  I  hav« 
had  a  third  from  Turin,  complaining  that  I  hive  not  anfwered  the  former. 
Your  Englilh  flyle  ftill  continues  in  its  purity  and  vigour.  With  vigour  your 
genius  will  fupply  it  \  but  its  purity  mufl  be  continued  by  clofe  attention..  To 
ufe  two  languages  familiarly,  and  without  contaminating,  one  by  the  other,  is 
very  difficult ;  and  to  ufe  more  than  two,  is  hardly  to  be  hoped.  The  praifcs 
which  fome  have  received  for  their  multiplicity  of  languages,  may  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  excite  induftry,.  but  can  hardly  generate  confidence. 

"  I  know  not  whether  I  can  heartily  rejoice  at  the  kind  reception  which  you 
have  found,  or  at  the  popularity  to  which  you  are  exalted.  I  am  willing  that 
your  m^rit  fhould  be  diftinguifhed  i  but  cannot  wifh  that  your  affections  may 
be  gained.  I  would  have  you  happy  wherever  you  are :  yet  I  would  have  you 
wifh  to  return  to  England.     If  ever  you  vifit  us  again,  you  will  find  the  kind- 

nefs  of  your  friends  undiminifhed.     To  tell  you  how  many  enquiries  arc  mad^ 

after 
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after  you,  would  be  tedious,  or  if  not  tedious,  would  be  vain;  becaufe  you  i?^'* 
may  be  told  in  a  very  few  words,  that  all  who  knew  you  wifh  you  well-  j  and  ^^^[JfT^ 
aU  that  you  embraced  at  your  departure,  will  carefs  you  at  your  return :  there- 
fore do  not  let  Italian  academicians  nor  Italian  ladies  drive  us  from  your 
thoughts.  You  may  find  among  us  what  you  will  leave  behind,  foft  fmiles  and 
eafy  fonnets.  Yet  I  Ihall  not  wonder  if  all  our  invitations  fhould  be  rcje6ted ; 
for  there  is  a  pleafure  in  being  confiderable  at  home,  which  is  not  eafily  refifted. 

''  By  conducing  Mr.  Southwell  to  Venice,  you  fulfilled,  I  know,  the 
original  contract :  yet  I  would  wifh  you  not  wholly  to  lofe  him  from  your 
notice,  but  to  recommend  him  to  fuch  acquaintance  as  may  befl  fecure  him 
from  fuffering  by  his  own  follies,  and  to  take  fuch  general  care  both  of  his 
fafety  and  his  interefl  as  may  come  within  your  power.  His  relations  will 
thank  you  for  any  fuch  gratuitous  attention :  at  leaft  they  will  not  blame  you 
for  any  evil  that  may  happen,  whether  they  thank  you  or  not  for  any  good. 

"  You  know  that  we  have  a  new  King  and  a  new  Parliament.  Of  the 
new  Parliament  Fitzherbert  is  a  member.  We  wer6  fo  weary  of  our  bid 
King,  that  we  are  much  pleafed  with  his  fucceflbr ;  of  whom  we  are  h  much 
inclined  to  hope  great  things,  that  moft  of  us  begin  already  to  believe  them. 
The  young  man  is  hitherto  blamelefs ;  but  it  would  be  unreafonable  to  expeft 
much  from  the  immaturity  of  juvenile  years,  and  the  ignorance  of  princely 
education.  He  has  been  long  in  the  hands  of  the  Scots,  and  has  already 
favoured  them  more  than  the  Englifh  will  contentedly  endure.  But,  perhaps, 
he  fcarcely  knows  whom  he  has  diftinguifhed,  or  whom  he  has  difgufled. 

**  The  Artifts  have  inftituted  a  yearly  exhibition  of  pi6hires  and  flatues,  in 
imitation,  as  I  am  told,  of  foreign  Academies.  This  year  was  the  fecond 
exhibition.  They  pleafe  themfelvcs  much  with  the  multitude  of  fpeftators, 
and  imagine  that  the  Englilh  fchool  will  rife  in  reputation.  Reynold^  is  with- 
out a  rival,  and  continues  to  add  thoufands  to  thoufands,  which  he  deferves, 
among  other  excellencies,  by  retaining  his  kindnefs  for  Baretgti.  This  exhi- 
bition has  filled  the  heads  of  the  Artifb  and  lovers  of  art.  Surely  life,  if  it 
be  not  long,  is  tedious,  fince  we  are  forced  to  call  in  the  afliflance  of  fb  many 
trifles  to  rid  us  of  our  time,  of  that  rime  which  never  can  return. 

«  I  know  my  Baretti  will  not  be  fatisfied  with  a  letter  in  which  I  give  him 
no  account  of  myfelf :  yet  what  account  fhall  I  give  him  ?  I  have  not,  fincc 
die  day  of  our  feparation,  fufFered  or  done  any  thing  confiderable.  The  only 
diange  in  my  way  of  life  is,  that  I  have  frequented  the  theatre  more  than  in 
former  leafons.  But  I  have  gone  thither  only  to  efcape  from  myfelf  Wc 
have  had  many  new  farces,  and  the  comedy  called  '  The  Jealous  Wife,'  which, 
diough  not  written  with  much  genius,  was  yet  fo  well  adapted  to  the  ftagc» 

and. 


19S  THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

>7^i*  and  fo  well  exhibited  by  the  aftors>  that  it  was  crowded  for  near  twenty  nigh^. 
^att  52.  I  ^"^  digrefling  from  myfelf  to  the  playhoufe ; .  but  a  barren  plan  muft  be  filled 
with  cpifodes.  Of  myfelf  I  have  nothing  to  fay,  but  that  I  have  hitherto 
lived  without  the  concurrence  of  my  own  judgement ;  yet  I  continue  to  flatter 
myfelf,  that,  when  you  return,  you  will  find  me  mended.  I  do  not  wonder 
that,  where  the  monaftick  life  is  permitted,  every  order  finds  votaries,  and 
every  monaftery  inhabitants.  Men  will  fubmit  to  any  rule,  by  which  they 
\  may  be  exempted  from  the  tyranny  of  caprice  and  of  chance.  They  arc  glad 
to  fupply  by  external  authority  their  own  want  of  conffcancy  and  refblutionj 
and  court  the  government  of  others,  when  long  experience  has  convinced 
them  of  their  own  inability  to  govern  themfelves.  If  I  were  to  vifit  Italy, 
my  curiofity  would  be  more  attrafted  by  convents  than  by  palaces ;  though  I 
am  afraid  that  I  Ihoukl  find  expefbation  in  both  places  equally  difappointed, 
and  life  in  both  places  fupported  with  impatience  and  quitted  with  reluAance* 
That  it  muil  be  fo  foon  quitted,  is  a  powerfiil  remedy  ^ainft  impatience ; 
but  what  ihall  free  us  from  reludance?  Thofe  who  have ,  endeavoured  to 
teach  us  to  die  well,  have  taught  few  to  die  willingly ;  yet  I  cannot  but  hope 
that  a  good  kfe  might  end  at  laft  in  a  contented  death. 

*'  You  fee  to  what  a  train  of  thought  I  am  drawn  by  the  mention  of  my- 
felf. Let  me  now  turn  my  attention  upon  you.  I  hope  you  take  care  to  keep 
an  exa<5l:  joumal,  and  to  regifler  all  occurrences  and  obfer^ations ;  for  your 
fi-iends  here  expeft  fuch  a  book  of  travels  as  has  not  been  often  feen.  You 
have  given  us  good  Ipecimens  in  your  letters  from  Li/bon.  I  wi/h  you  had 
ftaid  longer  in  Spain,  for  no  country  is  Icfs  known  to  the  reft  of  Europe ;  but 
the  quicknels  of  your  difcernment  muft  make  amends  for  the  celerity  of  your 
motions.  He  that  knows  which  way  to  direft  his  view,  fees  much  in  a  little  rirtie. 
**  Write  to  me  very  often,  and  I  will  not  negleft  to  write  to  you ;  and  I 
may,  perhaps,  in  time  get  fomething  to  write :  at  leaft,  yoii  will  know  by  my 
'  letters^  whatever  elfe  they  may  have  or  want,  that  I  continue  to  be 

>  ^*  Your  moft  afFedionate  friend, 

-' London,  Jane  10,  1761.  SaM^^JohnSON.** 

An  inquiry  into  the  ftate  of  foreign  countries  was  an  object  that  feems  at  all 
times  to  have  interefted  Johnfon.  Hence  Mr.  Newbcry  fmind  no  great  difii* 
jculty  in  perfiiading  him  to  write  the  Introduftion*  to  a  colleftion  of  voyages 
and  travels  publiflied  by  him  under  the  tide  of  "  The  World  Difplayed.*'  The 
firft  volume  appeared  in  1759,  and  the  remaining  volumes  in  fuhfequent  years. 
^7^2'  In  1762  he  wrote  for  the  Reverend  Dr.  Kennedy,  Reftor  of  Bradley  in 
JDerbyihire,  in  a  ftrain  of  very  courtly  elegance,  a  Dedication  to  the  King* 

4  of 
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of  that  gentfeman's  work,  entitled   "  A  complete  Syftem  of  aftronomical     1762. 
Chronology,  unfolding  the  Scriptures."   He  had  certainly  looked  at  this  work  ^SSTTl! 
before  it  was  printed  j   for  the  concluding  paragraph  is  undoubtedly  of  his    * 
compofition,  of  which  let  my  readers  judge  : 

*^  Thus  have  I  endeavoured  to  free  Religion  and  Hiftory  from  the  darknefs 
©f  a  difputed  and  uncertain  chronology ;  from  difficulties  which  have  hitherto 
appeared  infuperable,  and  darknefs  which  no  luminary  of  learning  has  hitherto 
been  able  to  diffipate«  I  have  eftablifhed  the  truth  of  the  Mofaical  account, 
by  evidence  which  no  tranfcription  can  corrupt,  no  negligence  can  lofe,  and 
no  intereft  can  pervert.  I  have  (hewn  that  the  univerfe  bears  witnefs  to  the 
iqfpiration  of  its  hlftorian,  by  the  revolution  of  its  orbs  and  the  fucccffion  of 
its  feaibns ;  that  tbeftars  in  their  courfes  fight  againfi  incredulity,  that  the  works 
of  God  give  hourly  confirmation  to  the  laWy  the  frofhetSy  and  the  gojpely  of 
which  one  day  telleth  another ^  and  one  night  certifieth  another ;  and  that  the  validity 
of  the  iacred  writings  never  can  be  denied,  while  the  moon  fhall  increafe  and 
wane,  and  the  fun  Ihall  know  his  going  down." 

The' following  letter,  which,  on  account  of  its  intrinlick  merit,  it  would 
have  been  unjuft  both  to  Johnfon  and  the  publick  to  have  with-^held,  was 
obtained  for  me  by  the  folicitation  of  my  friend  Mr.  Seward : 

yi  Dr.  Staunton,  (ntyoo  aJ/t  George  Staunton,  Bart.) 

*'  Dear  Sir, 

*'  I  make  hafte  to  anfwer  your  kind  letter,  in  hope  of  hearing  again 
from  you  before  you  leave  us.  I  cannot  but  regret  that  a  man  of  your  quali- 
fications Ihould  find  it  neceflary  to  feek  an  eftablifhment  in  Gaudaloupe,  which 
if  a  peace  Ihould  reftore  to  the  French,  I  ihall  think  it  fome  alleviation  of  the 
lols,  that  it  muft  reftore  likewife  Dr.  Staunton  to  the  Englifh. 

'*  It  is  a  melancholy  confideration,  that  fo  much  of  our  tiipe  is  neceflarily 
to  be  fpent  upon  the  care  of  living,  and  that  we  can  feldom  obtain  eafe  in  one 
relpeft  but  by  refigning  it  in  another  j  yet  I  fuppofe  we  are  by  this  dilpeniation 
not  lefs  happy  in  the  whole,  than  if  the  Ipontaneous  bounty  of  Nature  poured 
all  that  we  want  into  our  hands.  A  few,  if  they  were  thus  left  to  themfelves, 
would,  perhaps,  fpend  their  time  in  laudable  purfuits  \  but  the  greater  part 
would  prey  upon  the  quiet  of  each  other,  or,  in  the  want  of  other  objefts, 
would  prey  upon  themfelves. 

*'  This,  however,  is  our  condition,  which  we  muft  improve  and  folace  as 

we  can :  and  though  we  cannot  choofe  always  our  place  of  refidence,  we  may 
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1762.     in  every  place  find  rational  amufements,  and  poflefs  in  every  place  the  comforts 

Wttt.  c«.'  ^^  P^^^  ^"^^  ^  P^^^  confcience. 

<^  In  America  there  is  little  to  be  obferved  except  natural  curiofities.     The 

new  world  muft  have  many  vegetables  and  animals  with  which  philoibphers 

are  but  litde  acquainted.     I  hope  you  will  furnifh  yourfelf  with  fome  books 

of  natural  hiftory^   and  fome  glaffcs  and  other  inftruments  of  obfervadon. 

Truft  as  litde  as  you  can  to  report  j  examine  all  you  can  by  your  own  ienfes.  ' 

I  do  not  doubt  but  you  will  be  able  to  add  much  to  knowledge^  and,  perhaps^  j 

to  medicine.     Wild  nations  truft  to  fimples ;  and,  perhaps,  the  Peruvian  bark 

is  not  the  only  fpecifick  which  thofe  extenfive  regions  may  afibrd  us. 

*^  Wherever  you  are,  and  whatever  be  your  fortune,  be  certain,  dear  Sir, 
that  you  carry  with  you  my  kind  wifhes  -,  and  that  whedier  you  return  hither, 
or  ftay  in  the  other  hemiiphere,  to  hear  that  you  are  happy  will  give  pleafure 
to.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  afFedionate  humble  lervant, 

"  June  1, 1762.  Sam.  Johnson-." 

A  lady  having  at  this  time  folicited  him  to  obtain  the  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury's  patronage  to  have  her  fon  lent  to  the  Univerfity,  one  of  tiiofe 
folicitadons  which  are  too  frequent,  where  people,  anxious  for  a  pardcular 
objedb,  do  not  confider  propriety,  or  the  opportunity  which  the  perfons  whom 
they  folicit  have  to  aflift  them,  he  wrote  to  her  the  following  anfwer;  witjh  a 
copy  of  which  I  am  favoured  by  the  Reverend  Dr.  Farmer,  Mafter  of 
lEm.anuel  College,  Camjbridge^ 


**  Madam, 

«^  I  HOPE  you  will  believe  that  my  delay  in  anlwering  your  letteT 
could  proceed  only  from  my  unwiUingnefs  to  deftroy  any  hope  that  you  had 
formed.  Hope  is  itfejf  ^  Ipecies  of  happinefs,  and,  perhaps,  the  chief  hap- 
pinefs  which  this  world  affords :  but^  like  all  other  pleafures  immoderately 
enjoyed,  the  excefles  of  hope  muft  be  expiated  by  pain ;  and  expedadons 
improperly  indulged,  muft  end  in  difapppintment.  If  it  be  afked,  what  is 
the  improper  cxpe^ation  which  it  is  dangerous  to  indulge,  experience  will 
quickly  anfwer,  that  it  is  fuch  expectation  as  is  dictated  not  by  reafon,  but  by 
defire ;  expedtarion  raifed,  not  by  the  common  occurrences  of  life,  but  by 
the  wants  of  the  expedant  -,  an  pxpedation  that  requires  the  common  courfe 
of  things  to  be  changed,  and  the  general  rules  of  a6lion  to  be  broken. 

"  When 
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f  When  you  made  your  requeft  to  me,  you  Ihould  have  confi 
Madam,  what  you  were  afking.  You  aik  me  to  Iblicit  a  great  man  to 
I  never  fpoke,  for  a  young  perfon  whom  I  had  never  feen,  upon  a  fuppi 
which  I  had  no  means  of  knowing  to  be  true.  There  is  no  reafor 
amongft  all  the  great,  I  (hould  chufe  to  fupphcate  the  Archbifhop,  noi 
among  all  the  poffible  objefts  of  his  bounty,  the  Archbifhop  ihould 
your  fon.  I  know,  Madam,  how  unwillingly  conviftion  is  admitted, 
intereft  oppofes  it;  but  furely.  Madam,,  you  mull  allow,  that  there 
reafon  why  that  Ihould  be  done  by  me,  which  every  other  man  may  dc 
equal  reafon,  and  which,  indeed,  no  man  can  do  properly,  without  fom 
.particular  reladon  both  to  the  Archbifhop  and  to  you..  If  I  could  help 
this  exigence  by  any  proper  means,  it  would  give  me  pleafure  j  but  thi 
pofal  is  fo  very  remote  from  all  ufual  methods,  that  I  cannot  comply  -^ 
but  at  the  rifk  of  fuch  anfwer  and  fufptcions  as  I  believe  you  do  no 
me  to  undergo. 

*'  I  have  feen  your  fon  this  morning ;  he  fcems  a  pretty  youth,  anc 
perhaps,  find  fome  better  friend  than  I  can  procure  him ;  but,  thou 
fliould  at  laft  mifs  the  UniverCty,  he  may  iUll  be  wife,  ufcful,  and  I 
I  am.  Madam, 

**  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  Junes,  1761.  Sam.  Johnso 

To  Mr.  Joseph  Baretti,   at  Milan. 

«  S  r  R,  London,  July  20,  1 

"  HOWEVER  juftly  you  may  accufe  me  for  want  of  pun£ 

in  correfpondence,  I  am  not  fo  far  loft  in  negligence  as  to  omit  the  < 

tunity  of  writing  to  you,    which  Mr.  Beauclerk's  paiTage  through 

afFords  me. 

"  I  fuppofe  you  received  the  Idlers,  and  I  intend  that  you  fhall  foon  i 
Shakfpeare,  that  you  may  explain  his  works  to  the  ladies  of  Italy,  ai 
them  the  ftory  of  the  editor,  among  the  other  ftrange  narratives  with 
your  long  refidence  in  this  unknown  region  has  fupplied  you. 

"  As  you  have  now  been  long  away,  I  fuppofe  your  curiofity  may  pi 
ibme  news  of  your  old  friends.  Mifs  Williams  and  I  live  much  as  v 
Mifs  Cotterel  ftiU  continues  to  cling  to  Mrs.  Porter,  and  Chariotte  is  nt 
of  the  fourth  child.  Mr.  Reynolds  gets  fix  thonfands  a  year.  Il^vet  ii 
married,  not  without  much  fufpicion  that  he  has  been  wretchedly  chca 
Dd 
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his  match.  Mr.  Chambers  is  gone  this  day,  for  the  firft  time,  the  circuit 
with  the  Judges.  Mr.  Rithardfon  is  dead  of  an  apoplexy,  and  his  fecond 
daughter  has  married  a  merchant. 

"  My  vanity,  or  my  kindnefs,  makes  me  flatter  myfelf,  that  you  would 
rather  hear  of  me  than  of  thofe  whom  I  have  mentioned  i  but  of  myfelf  I 
have  very  little  which  I  care  to  tell.  Laft  winter  I  went  down  to  my  native 
town,  where  1  found  the  ftreets  much  narrower  and  fhorter  than  I  thought  I 
had  left  them,  inhabited  by  a  new  race  of  people,  to  whom  I  was  very  little 
known.  My  play-fellows  were  grown  old,  and  forced  me  to  fulpeft  that  I 
was  no  longer  young.  My  only  remaining  friend  has  changed  his  principles, 
and  was  become  the  tool  of  the  predominant  faftion.  My  daughter-in-law, 
from  whom  I  expefted  moft,  and  whom  I  met  with  fincere  benevolence,,  has 
loft  the  beauty  and  gaiety  of  youth,  without  havmg  gained  much  of  the  wifdom 
of  age.  I  wandered  about  for  five  days,  and  took  the  firft  convenient  oppor- 
tunity of  returning  to  a  place,  where,  if  there  is  not  much  happinefs,  there  is 
at  leaft  fuch  a  diverfity  of  good  and  evil,  that  flight  vexations  do  not  fiix  upon 
the  heart  \  '   * 

"  1  think  in  a  few  weeks  to  try  another  excurfion ;  though  to  what  end  ? 
Let  me  know,  my  Baretti,  what  has  been  the  relult  of  your  return  to  your 
own  country :  whether  time  has  made  any  alteration  for  the  better,  and  whether, 
when  the  firft  raptures  of  falutadon  were  over,  you  did  not  find  your  thoughts 
confeflfed  their  difappointment. 

*^  Moral  fentences  appear  oftentatious  and  tumid,  when  they  have  no  greater 
occafions  than  the  journey  of  a  wit  to  his  own  town :  yet  luch  pleafures  and 
fuch  pains  make  up  the  general  mafs  of  life  j  and  as  nothing  is  litde  to  him 
that  feels  it  with  great  fenfibility,  a  mind  able  to  fee  common  incidents  in  their 
real  ftate,  is  difpofed  by  very  common  incidents  to  very  ferious  contempla- 
tions. Let  us  truft  that  a  time  will  come,  when  the  prefent  moment  fliall  be 
no  longer  irkfome  j  when  we  fliall  not  borrow  all  our  happinefs  from  hope, 
which  at  laft  is  to  end  in  difappointment. 

*'  I  beg  that  you  will  fliew  Mr.  Beauclerk  all  the  civilities  which  you  have 
in  your  power ;  for  he  has  always  been  kind  to  me. 

"  I  have  lately  feen  Mr.  Stratico,  ProfeflTor  of  Padua,  who  has  told  me  of 
your  quarrel  with  an  Abbot  of  the  Celefline  order  j  but  had  not  the  particulars 
very  ready  in  his  memory.  When  you  write  to  Mr.  Marfili,  let  hmi  know 
that  I  remember  him  with  kindnefs. 

^  This  is  a  very  juft  account  of  the  relief  which  London  affords  to  melancholy  minds. 

«  May 
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**  May  you,   my  Baretti,  be  very  happy  at  Milan,  or  fome  other  place      i7^«-  | 

nearer  to.  Sir,  Muish  ^  j 

^  Your  moft  afFeftionate  humble  fervant, 

"  Sam.  Johnson/* 

To  the  fame. 
*'  Sir,  Dec.  21,  1762. 

'^  Y  O  U  are  not  to  fuppofe,  with  all  your  conviftion  of  my  idleneft,  1 

that  I  have  pafled  all  this  time  without  writing  to  my  Baretti.  I  gave,  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Beauclerk,  who,  in  my  opinion,  and  in  his  own,  was  haftening 
to  Naples  for  the  recovery  of  his  health  j  but  he  has  flopped  at  Paris,  and  I 
know  not  when  he  will  proceed.     Langton  is  with  him.  .  j 

*'  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  (peculations  about  peace  and  war.     The  good  1 

or  ill  fuccefs  of  battles  and  embaffies  extends  itfelf  to  a  very  fmall  part  of 

domeftick  life :  we  all  have  good  and  evil,  which  we  feel  more  fcnfibly  than  i 

our  petty  part  of  publick  mifcarriage  or  pro(perity.     I  aip  forry  for  your  I 

difappointment,  with  which  you  feem  more  touched  than  I  Ihould  expeft  a  man 
of  your  refolution  and  experience  to  have  been,  did  I  not  know  that  general 
truths  are  feldom  applied  to  particular  occafions  >  and  that  the  fallacy  of  our 
fclf-love  extends  itfelf  as  our  intereft  or  afFedkions.  Every  man  believes  that 
miftrefles  are  unfaithful,  and  patrons  capricious  j  but  he  excepts  his  own 
miftrefe  and  his  own  patron.  We  have  all  learned  that  greamels  is  negligent 
and  contemptuous,  and  that  in  Courts  life  is  often  languiihed  away  in  ungrati* 
fied  expedtation  j  but  he  that  approaches  greatnefs,  or  glitters  in  a  Courts 
ima^nes  that  deftiny  has  at  laft  exempted  him  from  the  common  lot. 

"  Do  not  let  fuch  evils  overwhelm  you  as  thoufands  have  fufFered,  and 
thoulands  have  (urmounted ;  but  turn  your  thoughts  with  vigour  to  fome  other 
plan  of  life,  and  keep  always  in  your  mind,  that,  with  due  fubmiflion  to 
Providence,  a  man  of  genius  has  been  feldom  ruined  but  by  himfelf.  Your 
patron's  weaknefs  or  infenfibility  will  finally  do  you  little  hurt,  if  he  is  not 
aflifted  by  your  own  paflions.  Of  your  love  I  know  not  the  propriety,  nor 
can  eftimate  the  power  j  but  in  love,  as  in  every  other  paflfion,  of  which  hope 
is  the  eflence,  we  ought  always  to  remember  the  uncertaintjr  of  events.  There 
is,  indeed,  nothing  that  fo  much  feduces  reafon  from  vigilance,  as  the  thought 
of  pafllng  life  with  an  amiable  woman  \  and  if  all  would  happen  that  a  lover 
fsmcies,  I  know  not  what  other  terreftrial  happinefs  would  deferve  purfuit. 
But  love  and  marriage  are  different  ftates.     Thofe  who  are  to  fu£Eer  the  evils 

D  d  2  together. 
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1762.  together,  and  to  fuffer  often  for  the  fake  of  one  another,  foon  lofe  that  tender- 
MuuKz.  ^^^^  ^^  look,  and  that  benevolence  of  mind,  which  arofe  from  the  parricipatioa 
of  unmingled  pleafure  and  fucceflive  amufement.  A  woman,  we  are  fure,  will 
not  be  always  fair ;  we  are  not  fure  fhe  will  always  be  virtuous :  and  man 
cannot  retain  through  life  that  refpedt  and  afliduity  by  which  he  pleafes  for  a 
day  or  for  a  month.  I  do  not,  however,  pretend  to  have  difcovered  that  life 
has  any  thing  more  to  be  defired  than  a  prudent  and  virtuous  marriage  j  there- 
fore know  not  what  counfel  to  give  you. 

"  If  you  can  quit  your  imagination  of  love  and  greatnels,  and  leave  your 
hopes  of  preferment  and  bridal  raptures  to  try  once  more  the  fortune  of 
literature  and  induftry,  the  way  through  France  is  now  open.  We  flatter 
ourfelves  that  we  fhall  cultivate,  with  great  diligence,  the  arts  of  peace  j  and 
every  man  will  be  welcome  among  us  who  can  teach  us  any  thing  we  do  not 
know.  For  your  part>  you  will  find  all  your  old  friends  willing  to  receive 
you. 

"  Reynolds  ftill  continues  to  increafe  in  reputation  and  in  riches.  Mils 
Willianis,  who  very  much  loves  you,  goes  on  in  the  old  way.  Mifs  Cotterel 
is  ftill  with  Mrs.  Porter.  Mils  Charlotte  is  married  to  Dean  Lewis,  and  has 
three  children.  Mr.  Levet  has  married  a  ftieet-walker.  But  the  gazette 
of  my  narration  muft  now  arrive  to  tell  you,  that  Bathurft  went  phyfician  to 
the  army,  and  died  at  the  Havannah. 

^  I  know  not  whether  I  have  not  fent  you  word  that  Hu^ns  and  Richardfon 
are  both  dead..  When  we  fee  our  enemies  and  friends  gliding  away  before  us, 
let  us  not  forget  that  we  are  fubjeft  to  the  general  law  of  mortality,  and  fhall 
foon  be  where  our  doom  will  be  fixed  for  ever. 

"  I  pray  God  to  blefs  you,  and  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  afFeftionate  humble  fervant, 

"^AM.  Johnson, 

^  Write  foon.*^ 

The  acceflion  of  George  the  Third  to  the  throne  of  thefc  kingdoms, 
bpened  a  new  and  brighter  proipeft  to  men  of  literary  merit,  who  had  been 
honoured  with  no  mark  of  royal  favour  in  the  preceding  reign.  His  prefent 
Majefly's  education  in  this  country,  as  well  as  his  tafte  and  beneficence, 
prompted  him  to  be  the  patron  of  fcience  and-  the  arts ;  and  early  this  year 
Johnfon  having  been  reprefented  to  him  as  a  very  learned  and  good  man, 
without  any  certain  provifion,  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  grant  him  a  penfion 

of 


THELIFEOFDR.    JOHNSOK.  ao$ 

of  three  hundred  pounds  a  year.  The  Earl  of  Bute  was  then  prime  minifter,  1762. 
and  had  the  honour  to  announce  this  inftance  of  his  fovereign's  bounty^  con-  jEtat  c^ 
ceming  which  many  and  various  ftories,  all  equally  erroneous,  have  been 
propagated,  malicioufly  reprefenting  it  as  a  political  bribe  to  Johnfon  to  defert 
his  avowed  principles,  and  become  the  tool  of  a  government  which  he  held  ta 
be  founded  in  ufurpation.  I  have  taken  care  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  refute 
them  from  the  moft  authentick  information.  Lord  Bute  has  told  me,  that 
Mr.  Wcdderburn,  now  Lord  Lx)ughborough,  \^as  the  perfon  who  firft  men- 
tioned this  lubjedt  to  him.  Lord  Loughborough  has  told  me,  that  the  penfion 
was  granted  to  Johnfon  folely  as  the  reward  of  his  literary  merit,  without  any 
ftipulation  whatever,  or  even  tacit  underftanding  that  he  fhould  write  for 
adminiftration.  His  Lordfhip  added,  that  he  was  confident  the  political  trafts 
which  Johnfon  afterwards  did  write,  as  they  were  entirely  confonant  with  his 
own  opinions,  would  have  been  written  by  him,  though  no  penfion  had  beea 
granted  to  him. 

Mr.  Thomas  Sheridan  and  Mr.  Murphy,  who  then  lived  a  good  deal  both 
widi  him  and  Mr.  Wedderbum,  have  told  me,  that  they  previoufly  talked 
with  Johnfon' upon  this  matter,  and  that  it  was  perfeftly  underftood  by  all 
parties  that  the  penfion  was  merely  honorary.  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds  has  told 
me,  that  Johnfon  called  on  him  after  his  Majefty*s  intention  had  been  notified 
to  him,  and  faid  he  wilhed  to  confult  his  friends  as  to  the  propriety  of  his 
accepting  this  mark  of  the  royal  favour,  after  the  definitions  which  he  had 
given  in  his  Dictionary  of  penfion  and  penfioners.  He  (aid  he  would  not  have 
Sir  Jolhua's  anfwer  till  next  day,  when  he  would  call  again,  and  defired  he 
might  think  of  it.  Sir  Jolhua  anfwercd,  that  he  was  clear  to  give  his  opinion 
then,  that  there  could  be  no  objeftion  to  his  receiving  from  the  King  a  reward 
for  literary  merit  -,  and  that  certainly  the  definitions  in  his  Diftionary  were  not 
applicable  to  him.  Johnfon,  it  fhould  feem>  was  farisfied,  for  he  did  not  call 
again  till  he  had  accepted  the  penfion,  and  had  waited  on  Lord  Bute  to  thank 
.lum.  He  then  told  Sir  Jolhua  that  Lord  Bute  faid  to  him  exprefsly,  "  It  is 
not  given  you  for  any  thing  you  are  to  do,  but  for  what  you  have  done.'*  His 
Lordfhip,  he  faid^  behaved  in  the  handfomefl  manner.  He  repeated  the 
words  twice,  that  he  might  be  fure  that  Johnfon  heard  diem,  and  thus  fet  his 
mind  perfe6Uy  at  eafe.  This  nobleman,  who  has  been  fo  virulendy  abufed,. 
a&ed  with  great  honour  in  this  inftance,  and  difplayed  a  mind  truly  liberal. 
A  minifter  of  a  more  narrow  and  felfifh  difpofition  would  have  availed  him- 
felf  of  fuch^an  opportunity  to  fix  an  implied  obligation  on  a  man  of  Johnfon's 
powerfol  talents  tp  give  him  his  fuppon* 
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I  ^6t,  Mr.  Murphy  and  the  late  Mr.  Sheridan  feverally  cdntended  for  the  diflin&ion 
^^j'  '  of  having  been  the  firft  who  mentioned  to  Mr.  Weddcrburn  that  Johnfon  ought 
to  have  a  penfion.  When  1  fpoke  of  this  to  Lord  Loughborough,  wifhing  to 
know  if  he  recoUefted  the  prime  mover  in  the  bufinefs,  he  faid,  "  All  his 
friends  aflifted ;"  and  when  I  told  him  that  Mr.  Sheridan  ftrenuoufly  afierted 
his  claim  to  it,  his  Lordlhip  faid,  "  He  rang  the  bell."  And  it  is  but  juft  to 
add,  that  Mr.  Sheridan  told  me,  that  when  he  communicated  to  Dr.  Johnfon 
that  a  penfion  was  to  be  granted  him,  he  replied,  in  a  fervour  of  gratitude, 
**  The  Englilh  language  does  not  afibrd.me  terms  adequate  to  my  feelings  on 
this  occafion.  I  muft  have  recourfe  to  the  French.  I  am  penetri  with  his 
Majefty's  goodnefs."  When  I  repeated  this  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  he  did  not  con- 
cradi£t  it. 

His  definitions  of  pen/ion  and  penfioner^  partly  founded  on  the  fatirical  verfes 
of  Pope,  which  he  quotes,  may  be  generally  true  j  and  yet  every  body  muft 
allow,  that  there  may  be,  and  have  been,  inftances  of  penlions  ^ven  and 
received  upon  liberal  and  honourable  terms.  Thus,  then,  it  is  clear,  that 
there  was  nothing  inconfiftent  or  humiliating  in  Johnfon's  accepting  of  a  pen* 
lion  {o  unconditionally  and  io  honourably  offered  to  him. 

This  year  his  friend  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  paid  a  viGt  of  fome  weeks  to  his 
native  .county,  Devonlhire,  in  which  he  was  accompanied  by  Johnfon,  who 
was  m^di  pleaied  with  this  jaunt,  and  declared  he  had  derived  from  it  a  great 
acceillon  of  new  ideas.  He  was  entertained  at  the  feats  of  feveral  noblemen 
and  gentlemen  in  the  weft  of  England  i  but  the  greateft  part  of  the  time 
was  palled  at  Plymouth,  where  the  magnificence  of  the  navy,  the  fhip-building 
and  all  its  circumftances,  afforded  him  a  grand  fubje6t  of  contemplation* 
Tht  Commttflioner  of  the  Dock-yard  paid  him  the  compliment  of  ordering 
the  yacht  to  convey  him  and  his  friend  to  the  Eddyftone,  to  which  they  accord- 
ingly failed.    But  the  weather  was  fo  tempefhious  that  they  could  not  land. 

Reynolds  and  he  were  at  this  time  the  guefts  of  Dr.  Mudge,  the  celebrated 
furgeon,  and  now  phyfkian  of  that  place,  not  more  diftinguifhed  for  quick- 
nefs  of  parts  and  variety  of  knowledge,  than  loved  and  efteemed  for  his 
amiable  manners  5  and  here  Johnfon  formed  an  acquaintance  with  Dr.  Mudge's 
father,  that  very  eminent  divine,  the  Reverend  Zachary  Mudge,  Prebendary 
of  Exeter,  who  was  idolifed  in  the  weft,  both  for  his  excellence  as  a  preacher 
and  the  uniform  perfedt  propriety  of  his  private  conduft.  He  preached  a 
fermon  purpofely  that  Johnfon  might  hear  him ;  and  we  fhall  fee  afterwards 
that  Johnfon  honoured  his  memory  by  drawing  his  charafter.  While  Johnfon 
fyas  at  Plymouth,  he  faw  a  great  many  of  its  inhabitants,  and  was  not  fparing 
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of  his  very  entertaining  converfation.  It  was  here  that  he  made  that  frank  and 
truly  original  confeffion,  that  "  ignorance,  pure  ignorance,"  was  the  caufe  of  ^^fr^^ 
a  wrong  definition  in  his  Diftionary  of  the  word  pajiern  ^,  to  the  no  fnnall  fur- 
prize  of  the  Lady  who  put  the  queftion  to  him ;  who  having  the  mbft  profound 
reverence  for  his  charafter,  fo  as  almoft  to  fuppofe  him  endowed  with  infalli- 
bility, expefted  to  hear  an  explanation  (of  what,  to  be  fure,  feemed  ftrange 
to  a  common  reader,)  drawn  from  fome  deep-learned  fource  with  which  (he 
was  unacquainted. 

Sir  Jofhoa  Reynolds,  to  whom  I  am  obliged  for  my  information  concerning 
this  excurfion,  mentions  a  very  charafteriftical  anecdote  of  Johnfon  while  at 
Plymouth.  Having  obferved  that  in  confequence  of  the  Dock-yard  a  new 
town  had  arifen  about  two  miles  off  as  a  rival  to  the  old ;  and  knowing  from 
his  lagacity,  and  juft  obfervation  of  human  nature,  that  it  is  certain  if  a  man 
hates  at  all,  he  will  hate  his  «next  neighbour ;  he  concluded  that  this  new  and 
rifing  town  could  not  but  excite  the  envy  and  jealoufy  of  the  old,  in  which 
conjedhire  he  was  very  foon  confirmed ;  he  therefore  let  himfelf  refolutely  on 
the  fide  of  the  old  town,  the  eftabliflied  town,  in  which  his  lot  was  caflr, 
confidering  it  as  a  kind  of  duty  to  Jland  hy  it.  He  accordingly  entered 
warmly  into  its  intcrefts,  and  upon  every  occafion  talked  of  the  dickers,  as  the 
inhabitants  of  the  new  town  were  called,  as  upftarts  and  aliens.  Plymouth  is 
very  plentifully  fupplied  with  ^^er  by  a  river  brought  into  it  fi-om  a  great 
diflance>  which  is  (b  abundant  that  it  runs  to  wafte  in  the  town.  The  Dock,  or  . 
New-town,  being  totally  deflitute  of  water,  petitioned  Plyoiouth  that  a  fmall 
portion  of  the  conduit  might  be  permitted  to  go  to  them,  and  this  was  now 
under  confideration.  Johnfon,  afFedting  to  entertain  the  paflions  of  the  place,, 
was  violent  in  oppofition  j  and  half-laughing  at  himfelf  for  his  pretended  zeal, 
where  he  had  no  concern,  exclaimed,  "  No,  no !  I  am  againfl  the  dockers ;  I  am 
a  Plymouth-man.  Rogues !  let  them  die  of  third.  They  (hall  not  have  a  drop !" 

In  1763  he  furniftied  to  *^  The  Poetical  Calendar,*'  publiflied  by  Fawkes  i^sy,. 
and  Woty,  a  charafter  of  Collins,*  which  he  afterwards  ingrafted  into  his 
entire  life  of  that  admirable  poet,  in  the  colleftion  of  lives  which  he  wrote  for 
the  body  of  Englifh  poetry,  formed  and  publifhed  by  the  bookfellers  of 
London.  His  account  of  the  melancholy  depreffion  with  which  Collins  was 
feverely  afHidted,  and  which  brought  him  to  his  grave,  is,  I  think,  one  of  the 
moll  tender  and  interefting  pafiages  in  the  whole  feries  of  his  writings.  He 
alfo  favoured  Mr.  Hoole  with  the  Dedication  of  his  tranfladon  of  Taflb  tOi 
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the  Queen,*  which  is  fo  happily  conceived  and  elegantly  expreflcd,  that  I  can* 
not  but  point  it  out  to  the  peculiar  nodce  of  my  readers. 
•  This  is  to  me  a  menrorable  year,  for  in  it  I  had  the  happincls  to  obtain  the 
acquaintance  of  that  extraordinary  man  whofe  menrioirs  I  am  now  writing ;  an 
acquaintance  which  1  fliall  ever  efteem  as  one  of  the  moft  fortunate  circum- 
fiances  in  my  life.  Though  then  but  two-and-twenty,  I  had  for  feveral  years 
read  his  works  with  delight  and  inftruftion,  and  had  the  higheft  reverence  for 
their  authour,  which  had  grown  up  in  my  fancy  into  a  kind  of  myfberious 
veneration,  by  figurmg  to  myfclf  a  ftate  of  folemn  elevated  abftraftion,  in 
which  I  fuppofed  him  to  live  in  the  immenfe  metropolis  of  London.  Mr. 
Gendeman,  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  pafled  fome  years  in  Scodand  as  a  player, 
and  as  an  inftrudbor  in  the  Englifh  language,  a  man  whole  talents  and  worth 
were  depreflcd  by  misfortunes,  had  given  me  a  rcprefentation  of  his  figure  and 
manner  \  and  during  my  firft  vifit  to  London,  which  was  for  three  months 
in  1760,  Mr.  Derrick  the  poet,  who  was  Gentleman's  friend  and  countryman, 
flattered  me  with  hopes  that  he  would  introduce  me  to  Johnfon,  an  honour  of 
which  I  was  very  ambitious.  But  he  never  found  an  opportunity,  whidi  made 
me  doubt  that  h^  had  promifed  to  do  what  was  not  in  his  power,  rill  Johnfon 
fome  years  afterwards  told  me,  "  Derrick,  Sir,  might  very  well  have  intro* 
duced  you.     I  had  a  kindnels  for  Derrick,  and  am  forry  he  is  dead/* 

In  the  fummcr  of  176 1  Mr.  Thomas  Sheridan  was  at  Edinburgh,  and 
delivered  leftures  upon  the  Englifh  Language  and  Publick  Speaking  to  large 
and  relpeftable  audiences.  I  was  often  in  his  company,  and  heard  him 
frequendy  expatiate  vpon  Johnfon's  extraordinary  knowledge,  talents,  and 
virtues,  repeat  his  pointed  fayings,  defcribe  his  particularities,  and  boafl  of  his 
being  his  guefl  fometimes  till  two  or  three  in  the  morning.  At  his  houfe  I 
hoped  to  have  many  opportunities  of  feeing  the  fage,  as  Mr.  Sheridan 
obligingly  aflured  me  I  fhould  not  be  difappointed. 

When  I  returned  to  London  in  the  end  of  1762,  to  my  furprize  and  regret 
I  found  an  irreconcileablc  difference  had  taken  place  between  Johnfon  and 
Sheridan.  A  penfion  of  two  hundred  pounds  a  year  had  been  given  to 
Sheridan.  Johnfon,  who  as  has  been  already  mentioned,  thought  flightingly 
of  Sheridan's  art,  upon  hearing  that  he  was  alfo  penfioned,^  exclaimed, 
<*  What !  have  they  given  him  a  penfion  ?  Then  it  is  time  for  me  to  give  up 
mine."  Whether  this  proceeded  from  a  momentary  indignation,  as  if  it  were 
an  .affront  to  his  exalted  merit  that  a  player  fhould  ht  rewarded  in  the  fame 
manner  with  him,  or  was  the  fudden  efFeft  of  a  fit  of  pcevifhnefs,  it  was 
unlockily  faid,  and,  indeed,  cannot  be  juflified.     Mr.  Sheridan's  penfion  was 
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granted  to  him  not  as  a  player,  but  as  a  fufferer  in  the  caufe  of  government,      »7^3- 

when  he  was  manager  of  the  Theatre  Royal  in  Ireland,  when  parties  ran  high  jEtat!  54!  m 

in  1753.     And  it  muft  alfo  be  allowed  that  he  was  a  man  of  literature,  and 

had  confiderably  improved  the  arts  of  reading  and  fpeaking  with  diftinftnefs 

and  propriety. 

Befides,  Johnfon  (hould  have  recoUefted  that  Mr.  Sheridan  taught  pronun- 
ciation to  Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburn,  whofe  fifter  was  married  to  Sir  Harry 
Erflcinc,  an  intimate  friend  of  Lord  Bute,  who  was  the  favourite  of  the  King; 

and  furely  the  moft  outrageous  Whig  will  not  maintain,  that,  whatever  ought  to  /  * 

be  the  principle  in  the  dilpofal  of  qfficesy  a  pen/ion  ought  never  to  be  granted 
from  any  bias  of  court  connexion.     Mr.  Macklin,  indeed,  fhared  with  Mr. 

Sheridan  the  honour  of  inftrufting  Mr.  Wedderburn ;  and '  though  it  was  too  ." 

late  in  life  for  a  Caledonian  to  acquire  the  genuine  Englilh  cadence,  yet  fo  f 

fiiccefsfiil  were  Mr.  Weddcrburn*s  inftruftors,  and  his  own  unabating  endea*  k 

vours,  that  he  got  rid  of  the  coarfe  part  of  his  Scotch  accent,  retaining  only 
as  much  of  the  "  native  wood-note  wild,"  as  to  mark  his  country;  which,  if 

any  Scotchman  fhould  afieft  to  forget,  I  Ihould  heartily  delpife  him.  Notwith-  ( 

ftanding  the  difficulties  which  are  to  be  encountered  by  thofe  who  have  not 
had  the  advantangb  of  an  Englifh  education,  he  by  degrees  formed  a  mode  of 
ipeaking,  to  which  Englifhmen  do  not  deny  the  praifc  of  elegance.  Hence 
his  diftinguifhed  oratory,  which  he  exerted  in  his  own  country  as  an  advocate 
in  the  Court  of  Seflion,  and  a  ruling  elder  of  the  Kirk,  has  had  its  fame  and 

I 

ample  reward,  in  much  higher  fpheres.  When  I  look  back  on  this  noble 
perfon  at  Edinburgh,  in  fituations  fo  unworthy  of  his  brilliant  powers,  and 
behold  Lord  Loughborough  at  London,  the  change  feems  almoft  like  one  of 
the  metamorphofes  in  Ovid;  and  as  his  two  preceptors,  by  refining  his 
utterance,  gave  currency  to  his  talents,  we  may  fay  in  the  words  of  that  poet, 
*•  Nam  vos  mutajiis.** 

I  have  dwelt  the  longer  upon  this  remarkable  inftance  of  fuccefsfol  parts 
and  afliduity,  becaufe  it  affords  animating  encouragement  to  other  gentlemen 

of  North-Britain  to  try  their  fortunes  in  the  fouthern  part  of  the  ifland,  . 

where  they  may  hope  to  gratify  their  utmoft  ambition ;  and  now  that  we  are 
one  people  by  the  Union,  it  would  furely  be  illiberal  to  maintain  that  they 
have  not  an  equal  tide  with  the  natives  of  any  other  part  of  his  Majefly's 
dominions. 

Johnfon  complained  that  a  man  who  difliked  him  repeated  his  farcafm  to 
Mr.  Sheridan,  without  tilling  him  what  followed,  which  was,  that  after  a 
paufe  he  added,  "  However,  I  am  glad  that  Mr.  Sheridan  has  a  penfion,  for 
he  is  a  very  good  man."  Sheridan  coald  never  forgive  this  hafly  contemptuous 
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expreflion*  It  rankled  in  his  mind  $  and  though  I  infonncd  him  of  all  that 
Johnfon  iaid^  and  that  he  would  be  very  glad  to  meet  him  amicably^ 
he  pofxtively  declined  repeated  offers  which  I  made^  and  once  went  off 
abruptly  from  a  houfe  where  he  and  I  were  engaged  to  dine,  becaufe  he  was 
told  that  Dr.  Johnfon  was  to  be  there.  1  have  no  fympathetick  feeling  with 
fuch  perfevering  refentment.  It  is  painful  when  there  is  a  breach  between 
thofe  who  have  lived  together  focially  and  cordially  j  and  I  wonder  that  there 
is  not,  in  all  fuch  cafes,  a  mutual  wilh  that  it  fhould  be  healed.  I  could 
perceive  that  Mr.  Sheridan  was  by  no  means  fatisfied  with  Johnlbn's  acknow^ 
ledging  him  to  be  a  good  man.  That  could  not  footh  his  injured  vanity.  I 
could  not  but  fmile,  at  the  fame  time  that  I  was  offended,  to  obferve  Sheridan 
in  the  Life  of  Swift*,  which  he  afterwards  publifhed,  attempting,  in  the 
writhings  of  his  refentment,  to  depreciate  Johnfon,  by  charafterifing  him  **  A 
writer  of  gigantick  fame  in  thefe  days  of  litde  men  j"  that  very  Johnfon  whon> 
he  once  fo  highly  admired  and  venerated. 

This  rupture  with  Sheridan  deprived  Johnfon  of  one  of  his  mofl  agreeable 
refources  for  amuiement  in  his  lonely  evenings ;  for  Sheridan's  well-informed^ 
animated,  and  buflling  mind  never  fuffered  converfation  to  ftagnate ;  and 
Mrs.  Sheridan  was  a  moft  agreeable  companion  to  an  intelledual  man.  She 
was  fenfible,  ingenious,  unaffuming,  yet  OMiimunicative.  I  recoiled:,  with 
fatis&dtion,  many  pleafing  hoiirs  which  I  pafled  with  her  under  the  hofpitable 
roof  of  her  hufband,  who  was  to  me  a  very  kind  friend.  Her  novel,  ehude4 
**  Memoirs  of  Mifs  Sydney  Biddulph^"  contains  an  excellent  moral,  while  it 
inculcates  a  future  flate  of  retribution  5  and  what  it  teaches  is  imprefled  upon 
the  mind  by  a  feries  of  as  deep  diflrefs  as  can  affed  humanity.  Johnfon  paid 
her  this  high  compliment  upon  it :  ^^  I  know  not.  Madam,  that  you  have  a 
right,  upon  moral  principles,  to  make  your  readers  fuffer  fo  much." 

Mr.  Thomas  Davies  the  a£tor>  who  then  kept  a  bookfeller*s  fhop  in  Rui&I- 
ftreet,  Covent-garden^  told  me  that  Johnfon  was  very  much  his  friend,  and 
came  frequendy  to  his  houfe,  where  he  more  than  once  invited  me  to  meet 
him }  but  by  fbme  unlucky  accident  or  other  he  was  prevented  from  coming, 
to  us. 

Mr.  Thomas  Davies  was  a  nun  of  good  imderftanding  and  talents,  with  the 
advantage  of  a  liberal  education.  Though  fomewhat  poaipous,,  he  wa$  aa 
entertaining  companion ;  and  his  literary  performances  have  no  ihconfiderablc 
jhare  of  merit.  He  was  a  friendly  and  very  hpfpi^able  mgA*  Both,  he  and 
^s  wi^j  (whp  h^  been  celebrated  for  her  beaiuty,)  thou^  upoa  the  flage 
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for  many  years,  maintained  an  uniform  decency  of  charafter ;  aiid  Johnlbn  »7^3* 
cftcemed  them,  and  lived  in  as  cafy  an  intimacy  with  them  as  with  any  family  ^J]J7cl! 
which  he  ufed  to  vilit.  Mr.  Davies  recoUefted  feveral  of  Johnfon^s  remark- 
able fayings,  and  was  one  of  the  beft  of  the  many  imitators  of  his  voice  and 
manner,  while  relating  them.  He  increafed  my  impatience  more  and  more  to 
fee  the  extraordinary  man  whofe  works  I  highly  valued,  and  whcrfe  conver- 
fation  was  reported  to  be  fo  peculiarly  excellent. 

At  laft,  on  Monday  the  1 6th  of  May,  when  I  was  fitting  in  Mr.  Davies's 
back  parlour,  after  having  drunk  tea  with  him  and  Mrs.  Davies,  Johnfon 
unexpectedly  came  into  the  ftiop ;    and  Mr.  Davies  having  perceived  him 
through  the  glafs  door  of  the  room  in  vhich  we  were  fitting,  advancing  towards 
us,— he  announced  his  aweful  approach  to  me,  fomewhat  in  the  manner  of  an 
aftor  in  the  part  of  Horatio,  when  he  addrefl^es  Hamlet  on  the  appearance  of 
his  father's  ghoft,  "  Look,  my  Lord,  it  comes/*     I  found  that  I  had  a  very 
perfeft  idea  of  Johnfon's  figure,  from  the  portrait  of  him  painted  by  Sir  Jofhua 
Reynolds  foon  after  he  had  publifhed  his  l)iftionary,  in  the  attitude  of  fitting 
in  his  eafy  chair  in  deep  meditation,  which  was  the  firft  pifture  his  friend  did 
for  him,   which  Sir  Jofliua  has  very   kindly  prefented   to  me,    and  frpm 
which  an  engraving  has  been  made  for  this  work.     Mr.  Davies  mentioned  my 
name,  and  relpeftfijUy  introduced  me  to  him.     I  was  much  agitated ;   and 
recoUefting  his  prejudice  againft  the  Scotch,  of  which  I  had  heard  much,  I 
faid  to  Davies,  "  Don't  tell  where  I  come  from." — "  From  Scodand,"  cried 
Davies,  roguilhly,     *^  Mr.  Johnfon  (faid  1}  I  do  indeed  come  from  Scotland, 
but  I  cannot  help  it."     I  am  willing  to  flatter  myfelf  that  I  meant  this  as  light 
pleafantry  to  footh  and  conciliate  him,  and  not  as  any  humiliating  abafement  at 
the  expence  of  my  country.     But  however  that  might  be,  this  .Ipeech  was 
fomewhat  unlucky ;  for  with  that  quicknefs  of  wit  for  which  he  was  fo  remark- 
able, he  feized  the  expreflion  "  come  from  Scotland,"  which  I  ufed  in  the 
fenfe  of  being  of  that  country ;  and  as  if  I  had  faki  that  I  had  come  away  from    . 
it  or  left  it,  retorted,    "  That,  Sir,  I  find,    is  what  a  very  great  many  of 
your  countrymen  cannot  help."     This  fl:roke  ftunned  me  a  good  deal;  and' 
whep  we  had  fat  down,  I  felt  myfelf  not  a  litde  embarraflTed,  and  apprehenfive 
of  what  might  come  next.     He  then  addrefled  himfelf  to  Davies  :  '^  What 
do  you  think  of  Garrick  ?     He  has  r^fufed  mc  an  order  for  the-play.for  Mifs 
Williams,  bccaufe  he  knows  the  houfe  will  be  foil,  and  that  an  order  would 
be  worth  three  fhiHings."     Eager  to  take  any  opening  to  get  into  converfation 
with  him,    I  ventured  to  fay,  "  O,  Sir,  I  cannot  think  Mr.  Garrick  would 
grudge  fuch  a  trifle  to  you."   "  Sir,'  (faid  he,  widi  a  ftern  look,)  I  have  known 
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"  The  notion  of  liberty  amufes  the  people  of  England,  and  helps  to  keep 
oflr  the  tedium  vit^.  When  a  butcher  tells  you  that  his  heart  bleeds  for  his 
country,  he  has,  in  faft,  no  uneafy  feeling."    . 

*  Th«  this  wai  a  momnitsiy  falJy  againS  Ganick  lliere  can  be  no  dosbt ;  for  M  Jobofon't 
dcfire  he  had,  fome  years  before,  given  a  benefii-nighi  at  his  thcRtre  to  this  very  perfon,  by  whicfa 
fhc  got  two  hundred  poundt.  Johnfon,  indeed,  upon  all  other  occa£ons,  when  I  was  in  hit 
company,  piaifed  the  very  libera]  charity  of  Garrick.  I  once  mentioned  to  him,  "  It  is  obfemd^ 
Sir,  that  you  attack  Garrick  yourfelf,  but  wiU  fuffcr  nobody  elle  to  do  it."  Johnson^  (fnuUng}. 
"  Why,  Sir,  that  U  true." 

«  Shcridao 
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"  Sheridan  will  not  fuccecd  at  Bath  with  his  oratory.  Ridicule  has  gone 
down  before  him,  and,  I  doubt.  Derrick  is  his  enemy '. 

"  Derrick  may  do  very  well,  ?s  long  as  he  can  outrun^  his  charader;  but 
the  nwment  his  charafter  gets  up  with  him  it  is  all  over." 

It  is,  however,  but  juft  to  record,  that  fome  years  afterwards,  when  I 
'reminded  him  of  this  farcafm,  he  faid,  "  Well,  but  Derrick  has  now  got  a 
charadter  that  he  need  not  run  away  from." 

I  was  highly  pleafed  with  the  extraordinary  vigour  of  his  converfation,  and 
regretted  that  I  was  drawn  away  from  it  by. an  engagement  at  another  place. 
I  had,  for  a  part  of  the  evening,  been  left  alone  with  him,  and  had  ven- 
tured to  make  an  obfervation  now  and  then,  which  he  received  very  civilly  j 
fo  that  I  was  fatisfied  that  though  there  was  a  roughnefs  in  his  manner,  there 
was.  no  ill-nature  in  his  dilpofition.  Davies  followed  me  to  the  door,  and 
when  I  complained  to  him  a  litde  of  the  hard  blows  which  the  great  man 
had  given  me,  he  kindly  took  upon  nim  to  confole  me  by  faying,  "  Don't 
be  uneafy.     I  can  fee  he  likes  you  very  well." 

A  few  days  afterwards  I  called  on  Davies,  and  afked  him  if  he  thought  I 
might  take  the  liberty  of  waiting  on  Mr.  Johnfon  at  his  Chambers  in  the 
Temple.  He  faid  I  certainly  might,  and  that  Mr.  Johnfon  would  take  it  as 
a  compliment.  So  upon  Tuefday  the  24th,  after  having  beea  enlivened  by 
the  witty  fallies  of  Meffieurs  Thornton,  Wilkes,  Churchill  and  Lloyd,  with 
whom  I  had  pafTed  the  morning,  I  boldly  repaired  to  Johnfon.  His  ^Cham- 
bers were  on  the  firft  floor  of  No.  i.  Inner  Temple-lane,  and  I  entered  them 
with  an  impreflion  given  jne  by  the  Reverend  Dr.  Blair,  of  Edinburgh,  who 
had  been  introduced  to  him  not  long  before,  and  defcribed  his  having  "  found 
the  giant  in  his  den  j"  an  expreflion,  which,  when  I  came  to  be  pretty  well 
acquainted  with  Johnfon,  I  repeated  to  him,  and  he  was  diverted  at  diis 
pifturefque  account  of  himfelf.  Dr.  Blair  had  been  prefented  to  him  by  Dr. 
James  Fordyce.  At  this  rime  the  controverfy  concerning  the  pieces  publifhed 
by  Mr.  James  Macpherfon,  as  tranflations  of  Oflian,  was  at  its  height,  Johnfon 
had  all  along  denied  their  authenticity  j  and,  what  was  flill  more  provoking  to 
their  admirers,  maintained  that  they  had  no  merit.  The  fubjeft  having  been 
introduced  by  Dr.  Fordyce,  Dr.  Blair,  relying  on  the  internal  evidence  of 
their  antiquity,  afked  Dr.  Johnfon  whether  he  thought  any  man  of  a  modem 
age  could  have  written  fuch  poems  ?    Johnfon  replied,   «^  Yes,  Sir,  many 

'  Mr.  Sheridan  was  then  reading  ledlaits  npon  Oratory  at  Bath,  where  Derrick  was  Mafter 
fif  the  Ceiempnies^  or,  as  the  phrafe  is.  King. 
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men,  many  women,  and  many  children/*  Johnfon,  at  diis  time,  did  not 
know  that  Dr.  Blair  had  juft  publiihed  a  Diflermtion,  not  only  defending  their 
authenticity,  but  ferioufly  ranking -them  with  the  poems  of  Homer  and  Virgil  i 
and  when  he  was  afterwards  informed  of  this  circumftance,  he  expreflfed  fomc 
diipleafure  at  Dr.  Fordyce's  having  fuggefted  the  topick,'  and  faid,  "  I  am  not 
forry  that  they  got  thus  much  for  their  pains.  Sir,  it  was  like  leading  one  to 
talk  of  a  book,  when  the  authour  is  concealed  behind  the  door.'' 

He  received  me  very  courteoufly ;  but,  it  mull  be  confefled^  that  his  apart- 
ment, and  furniture,  and  morning  drefs,  were  fufficiendy  uncouth.  His  brown 
fuit  of  cloaths  looked  very  nifty ;  he  had  on  a  little  old  Ihrivelled  unpowdcred 
wig,  which  was  too  fmall  for  his  head  j  his  fhirt-ncck  and  knees  of  his 
breeches  were  loofe ;  his  black  worfted  ftockings  ill  drawn  up ;  and  he  had  a 
pair  of  unbuckled  Ihoes  by  way  of  flippers.  But  all  thefe  flovcnly  particu- 
larities were  forgotten  the  moment  that  he  began  to  talk.  Some  gendemen, 
whom  I  do  not  recoUeft,  were  fitting  with  him ;  and  when  they  went  away,  I 
alfo  rofe ;  but  he  faid  to  me,  "  Nay,  don't  go." — "  Sir,  (faid  I)  I  am  a£raid 
that  I  intrude  upon  you.  It  is  benevolent  ttr  allow  me  to  fit  and  hear  you." 
He  feemed  pleafed  with  this  compliment,  which  I  fincerely  paid  him,  and 
anfwered,  "  Sir,  I  am  obliged  to  any  man- who  vifits  me."  I  have  preferved 
the  following  (hort  minute  of  what  paflcd  this  day, 

"  Madnefs  frequendy  difcovers  itfelf  merely  by  unncccflary  deviation  from 
the  ufual  modes  of  the  world.  My  poor  friend  Smart  Ihewed  the  difturbancc 
of  his  mind  by  falling  upon  his  knees  and  faying  his  prayers  in  the  ftreet,  or 
in  any  other  unulual  place.  Now  although,  rationally  Ipeaking,  it  is  greater 
madnefs  not  to  pray  at  all,  than  to  pray  as  Smart  did,  I  am  afraid  there  are  fo 
many  who  do  not  pray,  that  their  underftanding  is  not  called  in  queftion." 

Concerning  this  unfortunate  poet,  Chriltopher  Smart,  who  was  confined  in 
a  mad-houfe,  he  had,  at  another  time,  the  following  converfation  with  Dr. 
Burney.  Johnson.  "  It  feems  as  if  his  mind  had  ceafed  to  ftruggle  with  the ' 
difeafeffor  he  grows  fat  upon  it."  Burnev*  "  Perhaps,  Sir,  that  may  be  from 
want  of  excrcife."  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir  j  he  has  partly  as  much  exercife  as 
he  ufed  to  have,  for  he  digs  in  the  garden.  Indeed,  before  his  confinement,  he 
ufed  for  exercife  to  walk  to  the  alehoufe  j  but  he  was  carried  back  again.  I 
did  not  think  he  ought  to  be  Ihut  up.  His  infirniities  were  not  noxious  to 
Ibciety.  He  infifted  on  people  praying  with  himi  and  I'd  as  lief  pray  with 
Kit.  Smart  as  any  one  elfe.  Another  charge  was,  that  he  did  not  love  clean 
Jincn  5  and  I  have  no  paflion  for  it.'* 

4  ^^  Mankind 
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^^  Mankind  have  a  great  averfion  to  intelleftual  labour ;  byt  even  luppofing 
knoAvledge  to  be  eafily  attainable,  more  peopl^  would  be  content  to  be 
ignorant  than  would  take  even  a  little  trouble  to  acquire  it/' 

"  The  morality  of  an  aftion  depends  on  the  motive  from  which  we  a6t»  If 
1  fling  half  a  crown  to  a  beggar  with  intention  to  break  his  head,  and  he  picks  it 
up  and  buys  viftuali  with  it,  the  phyfical  efFeft  is  good  j  but,  with  re^eft  to 
me,  the  a6tion  is  very  wrong.  So,  religious  exercifes,  if  not  performed  with 
an  intention  td  pleafe  God,  avail  us  nothihg.  As  our  Saviour  fays  of  thoife 
who  perform  them  from  other  motives,  *  Verily  they  have  their  reward/ 

^'  The  Chriftian  Religion  has  very  ftrong  evidences.  It,  indeed,  appears 
in  fome  degree  ftrange  to  reafon  5  but  in  Hiftory  we  have  undoubted  fafts, 
againfl  which,  in  reafoning  a  priori,  we  have  more  arguments  than  we  have 
for  them ;  but  then,  tellimony  has  great  weight,  and  calls  the  balance.  I 
would  recommend  to  every  man  whofe  faith  is  yet  unfettkd,  Grotius, — ^Dr. 
Pearfon,— -and  Dr.  Clark.*' 

Talking  of  Garrick,  he  faid,  *'  He  is  the  firft  man  in  the  world  for  iprightlf 
conrerfatioft.*' 

When  I  roie  a  fecond  time  he  again  prefled  me  to  (lay,  which  I  did. 

He  told  me,  that  he  generally  went  abroad  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  and 
feldom  came  home  till  two  in  the  morning.  I  took  the  liberty  to  afk  if  he 
did  not  think  it  wrong  to  live  thus,  and  not  make  more  ufe  of  his  great  talents* 
He  owned  it  was  a  bad  habit.  On  reviewing,  at  the  diilance  of  many  years, 
my  journal  of  this  period,  I  wonder  how,  at  my  firft  vifit,  I  ventured  to  talk 
to.  him  fo  freely,  and  that  he  bore  it  with  fo  much  indulgence. 

Before  we  parted  he  was  fo  good  as  to  promife  to  favour  me  with  his  com- 
pany one  evening  at  my  lodgings ',  and,  as  I  took  my  leave,  ihook  me  cordially 
by  the  hand.  It  is  almoft  needlefs  to  add,  that  I  felt  no  little  elation  at 
having  now  fo  happily  eftabliihed.an  acquaintance  of  which  I  had  been  fo  long; 
ambitious. 

My  readers  will,  I  truft,  excufe  me  for  being  thus  minutely  circumftantial,. 
when  it  is  conlidered.that  the  acquaintance  of  Dr.  Johnfon  was  to  me  a  moft 
valuable  acquifition,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  whatever  inftrudion  and  enter- 
tainment they  may  receive  from  my  colkfUons  concerning  the  great  fubjeft 
of  the  work  which  they  are  now  perufing. 

I  did  not  vifit  him  again  till  Monday,.  Jime  13,  at  which  time  I  recoUeft^ 

no  pait  of  his  converfation,  except  that  when  I  told  him  I  had  been  to  lee 

Johnfoa  ride  upon  three  horfes,   he  faid,   **  Such  a  man.  Sir,  fhould  be 

eocoucageds  fon  his  perfii^nxtaaces  Ib^w  the  extent  of  the  hunian  powers  in 

one 
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1763.      one  inftancc,  and  thus  tend  to  raife  our  opinion  of  the  faculties  of  man.     He 

Mui  c±    ^cws  what  may  be  attained  by  perfevering  application  j  fo  that  every  man 

may  hope,  that  by  giving  as  much  application,  although  perhaps  he  may 

.    never  ride  three  horfes  at  a  time  or  dance  upon  a  wire,  yet  he  may  be  equally 

expert  in  whatever  profefllon  he  has  chofen  to  purfiie." 

He  again  fhook  me  by  the  hand  at  parting,  and  aflced  me  why  I  did  not 
come  oftener  to  him.  Trufting  that  I  was  now  in  his  good  graces,  I  anfwered, 
that  he  had  not  given  me  much  encouragement,  and  reminded  him  of  the 
check  I  had  received  from  him  at  our  firft  interview.  ^^  Poh,  poh  !  (faid  he, 
with  a  complacent  fmile,)  never  mind  thefe  things.  Come  to  me  as  often 
as  you  can.     I  Ihall  be  glad  to  fee  you." 

I  had  learnt  that  his  place  of  frequent  refort  was  die  Mitre  tavern  in  Fleet- 
ftreet,  where  he  loved  to  fit  up  late,  and  I  begged  I  might  be  allowed  to  pafs 
an  evening  with  him  there  foon,  which  he  promifed  I  fliould.  A  few  days 
afterwards  I  met  him  near  Temple-bar,  about  one  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
and  afked  if  he  would  then  go  to  the  Mitre.  "  Sir,  {faid  he)  it  is  too  late  j 
they  won*t  let  us  in.  But  Til  go  with  you  another  night  with  all  my  heart." 
,  A  revolution  of  fome  importance  in  my  plan  of  life  had  juft  taken  place ; 
for  inftead  of  procuring  a  commiflion  in  the  foot-guards^  which  was  my  own 
inclination,  I  had,  in  compliance  with  my  father's  wiflies,  agreed  to  ftudy  the 
law,  and  was  foon  to  fet  out  for  Utrecht,  to  hear  the  leftures  of  an  excellent 
Civilian  in  that  Univerfity,  and  then  to  proceed  on  my  travels.  Though  very 
defirous  of  obtaining  Dr.  Johnfbn's  advice  and  inftruftions  on  the  mode  of 
purfuing  my  ftudies,  I  was  at  this  time  fo  occupied,  Ihall  I  call  it  ?  or  lb 
diffipated,  by  the  amufements  of  London,  that  our  next  meeting  was  not 
till  Saturday,  June  25,  when  happening  to  dine  at  Clifton's  eating-houfe, 
in  Butcher-row,  I  was  furprized  to  perceive  Johnfon  come  in  and  take  his 
feat  at  another  table.  The  rhode  of  dining,"  or  rather  being  fed  at  fuch 
houfes  in  London,  is  well  known  to  many  to  be  particularly  unibcial,  as  there 
is  no  Ordinary,  or  united  company,  but  each  perfon  has  his  own  mefs,  and 
is  under  no  obligation  to  hold  any  intercourfe  with  any  one.  A  liberal  and 
full -minded  man,  however,  who  loves  to  talk,  will  break  through,  this 
churlifli  and  unfocial  reflraint.  Johnfon  and  an  Irifh  gentleman  got  into  a 
dilpute  concerning  the  caufe  of  fome  part  of  mankind  being  black.  "  Why, 
Sir,  (faid  Johnfon,)  it  has  been  accounted  for  in  three  ways :  either  by  fuppo- 
fing  that  they  are  die  poflerity  of  Ham,  who  was  curfed  5  or  that  God  at  firfl 
created  two  kinds  of  men,  one  black  and  another  white ;  or  that  by  the  heat 
q{  the  fun  the  fkin  is  fcorchcd,  and  fo  acquires  a  footy  hue.     This  matter  has 
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been  much  canvaffed  among  naturalifts,  but  has  never  been  brou^t  to  any  »7^3- 
certain  ilTue."  What  the  Irilhman  faid  is  totally  obliterated  from  my  mind;  jttat.  54. 
but  I  remember  that  he  became  very  warm  and  intemperate  in  his  expref- 
fions  5  upon  which  Johnfon  rofe,  and  quietly  walked  away.  When  he  had 
retired,  his  antagonift  took  his  revenge,  as  he  thought,  by  faying  "  He  has 
a  moft  ungainly  figure,  and  an  afFeftarion  of  pompofity  unworthy  of  a  man 
of  genius." 

Johnfon  had  not  obferved  that  I  was  in  the  room.  I  followed  him,  how- 
ever, and  he  agreed  to  meet  me  in  the  evening  at  thfe  Mitre.  .  I  called  ort 
him,  and  we  went  thither  at  nine.     We  had  a  good  fupper,  and  port  wine,  of 

which  he  then  fpmetimes  drank  a  bottle.  •  The  orthodox  high-church  found  of  \ 

the  Mitre,  ^  the  figure^  and  .manner  of  the  celebrated  Samuel  Jphnfoti,  the  extra- 
ordinary power  and  precifion  of  his  converfarion,  and  the  pride  ariiing  from  * 
finding  myfelf  admitted,  as  his  companion,  produced  a  variety  of  fcnfauons, 
and  a  pleafing  elevation  of  mind  beyond  what  I  had  ever  before  experienced. 
I  find  in  my  journal  the  following  minute  of  our  converfation,  which,  though 
it  will  give  but  a  very  faint  notion  of  what  pafled,  is,  in  fomc  degree,  a 
valuable  record ;  and  it  will  be  curious  in  this  view,  as  fhewing  how  habitual 
to  his  mind  were  fbme  opinions  which  appear  in  his  works.           , 

"  Colley, Gibber,  iSir,  was  by  no  means  a  blockhead;  but  by  arrogating  to 
himfelf  too  flauch,  he  was.  in  danger  of  lofing  that  degree  of  eftimation  to  . 

which  he  was  entitled.  His  friends  gave  out  that  he  intended  his  birth-day 
Odes  fhould  be  bad :  but  that  was  not  the  cafe.  Sir ;  for  he  kept  them  many 
months  hy  him,  and  a  few  years  before  he  died  he  fhcwed  me  one  of  them, 
with  great  folicitude  to  render  it  as  perfedk  as  might  be,  and  I  made  fome 
correftions,  to  which  he  was  not  very  willing  to  .fubmit.  I  remember  the 
following  couplet  in  allufioh  to  the  King  and  himfelf: 

'  Perch'd  on  the  eagle's  foaring  wing 
^  Xhe  lowly  linnet  loves  to  fing.' 

Sir,  he  had  heind  fomething  of  the  fabulous  tale  of  the  wren  fitting  upon  the 
eagle's  wing,  and  he  had  applied  it  to  a  linnet.  Gibber's  familiar  ftylc, 
however,  .was  better  than,  that  which  Whitehead  has  aflumed.  Grand  nonfenfe 
is  irvfiippprtable.    Whitehead  is  but  a  Utde  man  to  infcribe  verfes  to  players." 

1  did  not  prefuine  to  controvert  this  ccnfure,  which  was  tinftured  wirfi  his 
prejudice  againft  players  j  blit  I  could  not  help  thinking  that  a  dramatick  poet 
might  with  propriety  pay  a  compliment  to  an  eminent  performer,  as  Whitehead 
has  very  happily  done  in  his  verfes  to  Mh  Garrick. 

Ff  "Sir; 
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'^  Sir,  I  do  not  think  Gray  a  firft-ratc  poet.  He  has  not  a  bold  imagmatiorr,, 
nor  much  command  of  words.  The  obfcurify  in  which  he  has  involved  him- 
felf  will  not  perfoade  us  that  he  is  fublime.  His  Elegy  in  a  church-yard  has 
a  hap^y  feleftion  of  images,  but  I  don't  like  what  are  cajlcd  his  great  things^ 
His  Ode  which  begins 

^  Ruin  feize  thee,  ruthlefs  King^. 
•  Gonfufion  on  thy  banners  wait/ 

has  been  celebrated  for  its  abruptnefs,  and  plunging  into  the  fubje£t  all  at 
once.  But  fuch  arts  ^  thcfe  have  no  merit,  unleis  when  they  are  original. 
We  admire  them  only  onces  and  this  abruptnds  has  nodiirig  new  in  it.  We. 
have  had  it  ofte^i  be!fore.  Nay,  we  have  it  in  the  did  fong  of  Johnny 
Armftrong : 

•  Is  there  ever  a  man  in  all  Scotland 

,  *  From  the  higheft  eftate  to  the  loweft  degree,  &ccJ^ 

...  -   -  '  •  •    \  ■■ 

And  thefi,  Sir, 

«  Yes,  there  is  a  man  in  Weftmorelaqd, 

*  And  Johnny  Armftrong  they  do  him  call/ 

There,  now,  you  plunge  at  once  into  the  fubjeft.  You  have  no  previous 
narration  to  lead  you  to  it. — The  two  next  lines  in  that  Ode  are,  I  thinks 
very  good : 

■ 

«  Thou^  fann'd  by  conqueft's  crimfbn  wing, 
*  They  mock  the  air  with  idle  ftate  *." 

Here  let  it  be  obferved,  that  although  his  opinjj^n  of  Gray's  poetry  wat 
widely  different  from  mine,  and  I  believe  from  that  of  mpft  men  of  tafte> 
by  whom  it  is  with  juftice  highly'  admired,  there  is  certainly  much  abfurdity 
in  the  clamour  which  has  been  raifed,  as  if  he  had  been  culpably  injurious  ta 
the  merit  of  that  bard,  and  had  beeri  actuated  by  envy,  Alas !  ye  little  fliort* 
fighted  priticks,  could :  John£>n  fee  envious  of  the  talents  of.  any  of/ his  con-*- 
temporaries  i  That  his  opinion  on  this  fli]::je(5t  was  what  in  private  and  in 
publick  he  uiii&rnnly  exprefled,  regardlefs  of  what  others  might  think,  we 
may  wonder,  and  perhaps  regret;  but  it  is  ihallaw  and  unjuft  to  charge  him 
with  exprefling  what  he  did  hot  think. 

^  My  friend  Mr.  Malone,  in  hit  valuable  comipeatt  oa  Slutkfpearr,  has  Ciacod  ia  |b%t  great 
poet  the  disjeffa  membra  of  thcfe  lines. 

Finding 
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FincEng  hiin  in  a  placid  humour,  and  wjfliing  to  avail  mylelf  of  the  oppor-       17^5- 
tunity  which  I  fortunately  had  of  confulting  a  fage,  to  hear  whofe  wifdom,  I  ^j,,' 
conceived  in  the  ardour  of  youthful  ima^nation,  that  men  filled  with  a  noble 
enrhufiafm  for  intelleftual- improvement  would  gladly  have   reforted   from 
dtftant  lands  i  I  opened  my  mind  to  him  ingenuouf^,  and  gave  him  a  little 
(ketch  of  my  life^  to  which  he  was  pleafed  to  Uilen  with  great  attention. 

I  acknowledged,  that  though  educated  very  ftriffly  In  the  principles  of 
religion,  I  had  for  fbme  .time  been  naifled  into  a-certain  degree  of  infidelity : 
but  that  I  was  come  now  to  a  better  way  of  thinking,  and  was  fully  fatisficd 
of  the  truth  of  the  Chriftian  revelation^  though  I  was  not  clear  as  to  every 
point  confidered  to  be  orthodox.  Being  si  ail  times  a  curious  examiner  of 
the  iiuman  mind,  and  pleafcd  with  an  undifguHed  difplay  of  what  had  pafled 
in  it,  he  called  to  me  with  warnxth,  "  Give  me  your  hand  -,  I  have  taken  a 
liking  to  you."  He  then  began  to  defcant  upon  die  force  of  teftimony,  and 
the  litde  we  could  know  of  final  caufcs ;  fo  that  the  objefHons  of,  why  was  it 
fo  ?  or  why  was  it  not  fo  ?  ought  not  to  difhirb  us :  adding,  that  he  iiimielf 
had  at  one  period  been  guilty  of  a  temporary  negieft  of  religion,  but  that  it 
was  not  the  refult  of  argument,  but  mere  abfence  of  thought 

After  having  .given  credit  to,  reports  of  his  bigotry,  I  was  agree^ly  fur- 
prized  when  he  expref&d  the  following  very  liberal  fentiment,  which  has  die , 
additional  value  of  obviating  an  objection  to  our  holy  religion,  founded  upon 
the  difcordani  tenets  of  Chriftians  themfelves  :  "  For  my  part.  Sir,  i  think  alt 
Chriftians,  whether  Papifts  or  Proteftants,  agree  in  the  clTential  articles,  and 
that  their  differences  are  trivial,  and  rather  polidcal  than  religious." 

We  talked  of  belief  In  ghofts.  He  faid,  "  Sir,  I  make  a  difUnftion 
between  what  a  man  may  experience  by  the  mere  ftrcngth  erf  his  imagination, 
and  what  imagination  cannot  poffibly  produce.  Thus,  luppofe  1  fhould  think 
that  I  faw  a  form,  and  heard  a  voice  cry  <  Johnfon,  you  are  a  very  wicked 
fellow,  and  unlefs  you  repent  you  will  certainly  be  punifhed  j'  my  own  unwor- 
thinefs  is  fo  deeply  imprcfTed  upon  my  mind,  that  I  might  imagipe  1  thus  faw 
and  heard,  and  therefore  I  fhould  not  believe  that  an  external  communication 
had  been  made  to  me.  But  if  a  form  fhould  appear,  and  a  voice  fhould  kII 
me  that  a  particular  man  had  died  at  a  particular  place,  and  a  particular 
hour,  a  feft  which  I  had  no  apprehenfion  of,  nor  any  means  of  knowing,  and 
this  faft  with  all  its  circumftances  fhould  afterwards  be  unqueftionably  proved, 
I  fhould,  iq  (hat  cafe  be  perfuaded  that  I  had  fupernatural  intelligence  imparted 
to  me." 

Here  it  is  proper,  once  for  all,  to  give  a  true  and  fiur  flatement  of  Johnfon's 

way  of  thinking  upon  the  quettion  whether  departed  Ipirits  are  ever  permitted 

F  f  2  to 
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to  appear  in  this  world,  or  in  any  way  to  operate  upon  human  life.  He  has 
been  ignorantly  mifreprefented  as  weakly  credulous  upon  that  (ubjeft ;  and 
therefore,  though  I  feel  an  inclination  to  difdain  and  treat  widi  filent  contempt 
fo  abfurd  a  notion  concerning  my  illuftrious  friend,  yet  as  I  find  it  has  gained 
ground,  it  is  ncceffary  to  refute  it.  The  real  fa<5t  then  is,  that  Johnfon  had 
a  very  philafophical  mind,  and  fuch  a  rational  relpeft  for  teftimony,  as  to 
make  him  fubmit  his  underftanding  to  what  was  authentically  proved,  though 
he  could  not  comprehend  why  it  was  fb.  Being  thus  dilpofed,  he  was  willing 
to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  any  relation  of  fupernatural  agency,  a  general 
belief  of  which  has  prevailed  in  all  nations  and  ages.  But  fo  far  was  he  from 
being  the  dupe  of  implicit  faith,  that  he  examined  the  matter  with  a  jealous 
attention,  and  no  man  was  more  ready  to  refute  its  falfhood  when  he  had 
difcovered  it.  Churchill,  in  his  poem  entitled  "  The  Ghoflr,"  availed  him- 
felf.of  the  abfurd  credulity  imputed  to  Johnfon,  and  drew  a  caricature  of  him 
under  the  name  of  "  Pomposo,"  reprefenting  him  as  one  of  the  believers  of 
the  ftory  of  a  Gholl  in  Cock-lane,  which  in  the  year  1762  had  gained  very 
general  credit  in  London.  Many  of  my  readers,  I  am  convinced',  are  to  this 
hour  under  an  impreffion  that  Johnfon  was  thus  fooliifhly  deceived.  It  will 
therefore  iurprize  them  a  good  deal  when  they  are  informed  upon  undoubted 
authority,  that  Johnfon  was  one  of  thofe  by  whom  the  impofture  was  detedbed- 
The  ftory  had  become  fo  popular,  that  he  thought  it  ihould  be  inveftigated ; 
and  in  this  rcfearch  he  was  aflifted  by  the  Reverend  Dr.  Douglas,  now  Bilhop 
of  Carliile„  the  great""  detefter  of  impoftures,  who  informs  me,  that  after  the 
gendemen.  who  went  and  examined  into  the  evidence  were  fadsfied  of  its 
feUity,  Johnfon  wrote  in  their  prefence  an  account  of  it,  which  was  publifhed 
in  the  newlpapers  and  Gendeman's  Magazine,  and  undeceived  the  world '. 

Our 

^  •  .  ■ 

'  The  account  was  as  follows :  **  On  the  night  of  the  ift  of  February^  many  gentlemen,  emii. 
ncnt  for  their  rank  and  character,  were,  by  the  invitation  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Aldrich,  of 
Cierkenwelf,  a£embled  at  his  houfe,  for  the  examination  of  the  noifes  fuppofed  to  be  made  by  a 
departed  fpirit,  for  tlie  detedion  of  fome  enormous  orime. 

**  About  ten  at  night  the  gentlemen  met  in  the^  chamber  in  which  the  girl  fuppofed  to  be  dif*- 
turbed  by  a  (jpirit,  had,,  with  proper  caution^  been  put  to  bed  by  fcveral  ladies.  They  fat  rather 
more  than  an  hour,  and  hearing  nothing,  went  down  flairs^,  when  they  interrogated  the  father  of 
the  girl,  who  denied,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  any  knowledge  or  belief  of  fraud.. 

••  The  fuppofed  fpirit  had  before  publickly  promifed,  by  an  affirmative  knock,  that  it  would 
attend  one  of  the  gentlemen  into  the  vault  under  the  church  of  St.  John,  ClerkenwcU,  wher^ 
the  body  is  depofited,  and  give  a  token  of  her  prefence  there,  by  a  knock  upon  her  coflSn ;  it  was 
therefore  determined  to  make  this  trial  of  the  exiflen^9  or  veracity  of  the  fuppofed  fpirit. 
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Our  converfation  proceeded.  "  Sir,  (faid  he)  I  am  a  friend  to  fubordi* 
nation,  as  moft  conducive  to  the  happinefs  of  fociety.  There  is  a  reciprocal 
pleafure  in  governing  and  being  governed."  .   . 

"  Dr.  Goldfinith  is  one  of  the  firft  men  we  now  have  as  an  authour,  and  he 
is  a  very  worthy  man  too.  He  has  been  loofe  in  his  principles,  but  he  is 
coming  right." 

I  mentioned  Mallet's  tragedy  of  Elvira,  which  had  been  afted  the  pre- 
ceding winter  at  Drury-lane,  and  that  the  Honourable  Andrew  Erikine,  Mr. 
Dempfter,  and  myfelf,  had  joined  in  writing  a  pamphlet,  entided  "  Critical 
Stridkures"  againft  it*.  That  the  mildnels  of  Dempfter's  dilpofirion  had, 
however,  relented ;  and  he  had  candidly  faid,  "  We  have  hardly  a  right  to 
abufe  this  tragedy ;  for,  bad  ?is  it  is,  how  vain  fliould  either  of  us  be  to  write 
one  not  near  fo  good."  Johnson.  "  Why  no.  Sir ;  this  is  not  juft  reafoning* 
You  may  abufe  a  tragedy,  though  you  cannot  write  one.  You  may  fcold  a 
carpenter  who  has  made  you  a  bad  table,  though  you  cannot  make  a  table* 
It  is  not  your  trade  to  make  tables." 

When  I  talked  to. him  of  the  paternal  eftate  to  which  I  was  heir,  he  faid, 
^*  Sir,  let  me  tell  you,  that  to  be  a  Scotch  landlord,  wliere  you  have  a  number 
of  families  dependent  upon  you,  and  attached  to  you,  is,  perhaps,  as  high  a 
fituation  as  humanity  can  arrive  at.      A  merchant  upon  the  ^Change  of 
London,  with  a  hundred  thoufand  pounds,    is  nothing :   an  Englifh  duke, 

••  While  they  were  enquiring  and  deliberating,  they  were  fummoned  into  the  girl's  chamber  by 
Ibtne  ladies  who  were  near  her  bed,  and  who  had  heard  knocks  and  fcratches.  When  the  gentle- 
men entered,  the  girl  declared  that  fhe  felt  the  fpirit  like  a  moofe  upon  her  back,  and  was  required, 
to  hold  her  hands  out  of  bed.  From  that  time«  though  the  fpirit  was  very  folemnly  required  ta 
manifeft  its  exiflence  by  appearance,  by  impreflion  on  the  hand  or  body  of  any  preient,  by 
fcratches,  knocks,  or  any  other  agency,  no  evidence  of  any  preter-natural  power  was  exhibited. 

"  The  fpirit  was  then  very  ferioufly  advertifed  that  the  perfon  to  whom  the  promife  was 
made  of  ftriking  the  coffin,  was  'then  about  to  viiit  the  vault>  and  that  the  performance  of  the 
promife  was  then  claimed.  The  company  at  one  o'clock  went  into  the  church,,  and  the  gentleman. 
to  whom  the  promife  was  made,  went  with  another  into  the  vault.  The  fpirit  was  folemnly 
required  to  perform  its  promife,  but  nothing  more  than  iilence  enfued  :  the  perfon  fuppofed  to  be 
accufed  by  the  fpirit,  then  went  down  with  feveral  others,  but  no  efficd  was  perceived.  Upon 
their  return  they  examined  the  girl,  but  could  draw  no  confefllon  from  her.  Between  two  and 
three  (he  dcfired  and  was  permitted  to  go  home  with  her  father. 

'*  It  is,  therefore,  the  opinion  ofthe  whole  aifembly,  that  the  child  has  fome  art  of  making  01 
counterfeiting  a  particular  noife,  and  chat  there  is  no  agency  of  any  higher,  caufe." 

^  The  Critical  Review,  in  which  Mallet  himfdf  fometimes  wrote,  charaderifed  this  pam- 
phlet as  "  the  crude  efforts  of  envy,  petulance;  and  felf-conceit."  There  being  thus  three 
epitheti,  we  the  three  authours  had  a  humourous  contention  how  each  (hould  be  appropriated. 

with 


N 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

with  an  immenfe  jfoitune,  is  nothing :  he  has  no  tenants  who  confider  them- 
felves  as  under  his  patriarchal  care,  and  who  will  follow  him  to  the  field  upon 
any  emergency." 

His  notion  of  the  dignity  of  a  Scotch  landlord  had  been  formed  upon  what 
he  had  heard  of  the  Highland  Chiefs ;  for  it  is  long  fmce  a  lowland  landlord 
has  been  fo  curtailed  in  his  feudal  authority,  that  he  has  litde  more  influence 
over  his  tenants  than  an  Englilh  landlord ;  and  of  late  years  moft  of  the 
Highland  Chiefs  have  deflroyed,  by  means  too  well  known,  the  princely 
power  which  they  once  enjoyed. 

He  proceeded :  "  Your  going  abroad.  Sir,  and  breaking  off  idle  habits, 
may  be  of  great  importance  to  you.  I  would  go  where  there  are  courts  and 
learned  men.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  Spain  that  has  not  been  perambulated. 
I  would  have  you  go  thither.  A  man  of  inferiour  talents  to  yours  may  furnifh 
us  with  ufefol  obfervations  upon  that  country.*'  His  fuppofing  me,  at  that 
period  «f  life,  capable  of  writing  an  account  of  my  travels  that  would  deferve 
to  be  read,  elated  me  not  a  little. 

I  appeal  to  every  impartial  reader  whether  this  faithful  detail  of  liis  frank- 
nefs,  complacency,  and  kindnefs  to  a  young  man,  a  ftranger  and  a  Scotchman, 
does  not  refote  the  unjuft  opinion  of  the  harlhnefs  6f  his  general  demeanour. 
His  occafional  reproofs  of  folly,  impudence,  or  impiety,  and  even  the  fudden 
fallies  of  his  conftitutional  irritability  of  temper,  which  have  been  preferved 
for  the  poignancy  of  their  wit,  have  produced  that  opinion  among  thofe  who 
have  not  confidercd  that  fuch  inftances,  though  coUefted  by  Mrs.  Piozzi  into 
a  fmall  volume,  and  read  over  in  a  few  hours,  were,  in  faft,  fcattered  through 
a  long  feries  of  years ;  years,  in  which  his  time  was  chiefly  Ipent  in  inftrudbing 
and  delighring  mankind  by  his  writings  and  converfation,  in  afts  of  piety  to 
God,  and  good-will  to  men. 

I  complained  to  him  that  I  had  not  yet  acquired  much  knowledge,  and 
aflced  his  advice  as  to  my  fhidies.  He  iaid,  "  Don't  talk  of  fhidy  now.  I 
will  give  you  a  plan  5  but  it  wiU  require  fome  time  to  confider  of  it."  "  It 
is  very  good  in  you,  Mr.  Johnfon,  (I  replied)  to  allow  me  to  be  with  you 
thus.  Had  it  been  foretold  to  me  fome  years  ago  that  I  Ihould  pafs  an  eve- 
ning with  the  authourof  the  Rambler,  how  Ihould  I  have  exulted  !"  What 
I  then  cxprefled  was  fincerely  from  the  heart.  He  was  iatisfied  that  it  was,  and 
cordially  anfwered,  *'  Sir,  I  am  glad  we  have  met.  I  hope  we  Ihall  pafs 
many  evenings  and  mornyigs  too,  together."  We  finiflied  a  couple  of  bottles 
of  port,  and  fat  till  between  one  and  two  in  the  morning, 

4  He 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON.  M3 

He  wrote  this  year  in  the  Critical  Review  the  account  of  *^  Telem^hus,  a  '7^5* 
Maflc,"  by  the  Reverend  George  Graham,  of  Eton  College.  The  fubjeft  of  ^J^JfTT^ 
this  beautiful  poem  was  particularly  interefting  to  Johnfon,  who  had  much 
experience  of  "  the  conflift  of  oppofite  principles,"  which  he  defcribes  as, 
**  The  contention  between  plealure  and  virtue,  a  ftruggle  which  will  always 
be  continued  while  the  prefent  fyftem  of  nature  (hall  fubfift :  nor  can  hiftory 
or  poetry  exhibit  more  than  pleafure  triumphing  over  virtue,  and  virtue  fub- 
jugaring  pleafure." 

As  Dr.  Oliver  Goldfmith  will  frequently  appear  in  this  narrative,  1  fhall 
endeavour  to  make  my  readers  in  fome  degree  acquainted  with  his  Angular 
charafter.  He  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  a  contemporary  with  Mr.  Burke> 
at  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  but  did  not  then  give  much  promife  of  future 
celebrity.  He,  however,  obferved  to  Mr.  Malone,  that  "  though  he  made 
no  great  figure  in  mathematicks,  which  was  a  ftudy  in  much  repute  there,  he 
could  turn  an  Ode  of  Horace  better  than  any  of  them*"  He  afterwards 
ftudied  phyfick  at  Edinburgh,  and  upon  the  Continent ;  aiyi  I  have  been 
informed,  was  enabled  to  purfue  his  travels  on  foot,  partly  by  demanding  at 
Univerfities  to  enter  the  lifts  as  a  difputant,  by  which,  according  to  the  cuftom 
of  many  of  them,  he  was  entitled  to  the  premium,  of  a  crown,  when  luckily 
for  him  his  challenge  was  not  accepted ;  {o  that,  as  I  once  obferved  to  Dr. 
Johnfon,  he  diluted  his  paflage  through  Europe.  He  them  came  to  En^and, 
and  was  employed  lucceflively  in  the  capacities  of  an  ufher  to  an  academy,  a 
correftor  of  the  prefs,  a  reviewer,  ahjj  a  writer  for  a  newlpaper.  He  had 
fagacity  enough  to  cultivate  aifiduoufly  the  acquaintance  of  Johnfon,  and  his 
feculties  were  gradually  enlarged  by  the  conteroplation  of  fuch  a  model.  To 
me*  and  many  others  it  appeared  that  he  ftudioufly  copied  the  manner  of 
Johnfon,  though,  indeed,  upon  a  fmalkr  fcale. 

At  this  time  I  think  he  had  publifhed  nothing  with  his  name,  though  it  was 
pretty  generally  known  that  one  I)r.  Goldfmith  was  the  authour  of  **  An  Eflay  ofi 
the  prefent  State  of  polite  Literature,"  and  of  "  The  Citizen  of  the  World," 
a  feries  of  letters  fuppofed  to  be  written  from  London  by  a  Chinefe.  No 
man  had  the  art  of  dilplaying  with  more  advantage  as  a  writer^  whatever 
literary  acquifitions  he  made.  ^^  Nihil  quod  telipt  non  omavit  ^ ,'*  His  micid 
refembled  a  fertile,  but  thin  foil.  There  was  a  quick,  but  not  a  ftro9g 
vegetation,  of  whatever  chanced  to  be  thrown  upon  it.  No  deep  root 
could  be  ftruck.     The  oak  of  the  fbreft  did  not  grow  there ;,  but  the  elegant 


See  his  Epitaph  in  Weftounfler  Abbey,  written  b]^  Dr,  Johnfon. 
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Wakefield.'*  But  Johnfon  informed  me,  that  he  h$id  made  the  bargain  for  17^5- 
Goldfmith,  and  the  price  was  fixty  pounds.  **  And,  Sir,  (faid  he)  a  fuificient  ^e^JJ^TJ^ 
price  too,  when  it  was  fold  -,  for  then  the  feme  of  Goldfmith  had  not  been 
elevated,  as  it  afterwards  was,  by  his  *  Traveller  /  and  the  bookfcUer  had  fuch 
feint  hopes  of  profit  by  his  bargain,  that  he  kept  the  manufcript  by  him  a 
long  time,  and  did  not  publifli  it  till  after  the  Traveller  had  appeared.  Then, 
to  be  fure,  it  was  accidentally  worth  more  money," 

Mrs.  Piozzi  ^  and  Sir  John  Hawkins '  have  ftrangely  mif-ftated  the  hiftory 
of  Goldfmith's  fituation  and  Johnfon's  friendly  interference,  when  this  noveL 
was  fold.     I  Ihall  give  it  authentically  from  Johnfon's  own  exaft  narration : 

"  I  received  one  morning  a  meflage  from  poor  Goldfmith  that  he  was  in 
great  diflrefs,  and,  as  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  come  to  me,  begging  that  I 
would  come  to  him  as  fbon  as  pofiible.  I  fent  him  a  guinea,  and  promifed  to 
come  to  him  directly.  I  accordingly  went  as  foon  as  I  was  dreft,  and  found 
that  his  landlady  had  arrefted  him  for  his  rent,  at  which  he  was  in  a  violent 
pallion.  I  perceived  that  he  had  already  changed  my  guinea,  and  had  got  a 
botde  of  Madeira  and  a  glafs  before  him.  I  put  the  cork  into  the  botde, 
defired  he  would  be  calm,  and  began  to  talk  to  him  of  the  means  by  which 
he  might  be  extricated.  He  then  told  me  that  he  had  a  novel  ready  for  the 
prefs,  which  he  produced  to  me.  I  looked  into  it,  and  few  its  merit ;  told 
the  landlady  I  ihould  foon  return,  and  having  gone  to  a  bookieller,  fold  it  for 
fixty  pounds.  I  brought  Goldfmith  the  money,  and  he  difcharged  his  rent, 
not  without  rating  his  landlady  in  a  high  tone  for  having  uicd  him  fo  iU^" 

My  next  meeting  with  Johnfon  was  on  Friday  the  i  ft  of  July,  when  he 
and  I  and  Dr.  Goldfmith  fupped  together  at  the  Mitre.  I  was  before  thi& 
time  pretty  well  acquainted  with  Goldfinith,  who  was  one  of  the  brighteft 

^  Anecdotes  of  Johnfon,  p.  119*  *  Life  of  John(bn«  pu  420. 

*  It  may  not  be  improper  to  annex  here  Mrs.  Piozzt's  account  of  this  tranfaftion,  in  her  own 
words^  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  extreme  inaccuracy  with  which  all  her  anecdotes  of  Dr,  Johnfon 
are  related,  or  rather  difcoloured  and  diflorted.  '*  I  have  forgotten  the  year,  but  it  could  fcarcely 
I  rfiink  be  later  than  1765  or  1766,  that  he  was  called  tAruptij  from  our  hou/e  after  dimur^  and 
returning  in  about  three  hours ^  faid  he  had  been  with  an  enraged  authour,  whofe  landlady  piefled 
him  for  payment  within  doors,  while  the  bailiffs  befet  him  without ;  that  he  was  drinking  him/elf 
drunk  with  Madeira,  to  drown  care,  and  fretting  over  a  novel,  which,  when  finified^  was  to  he 
his  nxihoU  fortune ^  but  he  could  not  get  it  done  for  diJiraSion,  nor  conjd  he  ftep  out  of  doors  to 
offer  it  for  fale.  Mr.  Johnfon,  therefore,  fet  away  the  bottle,  and  went  to  the  bookfeller,  recom- 
mending the  performance,  and  defiringfome  immediate  relief  i  which  when  he  brought  back  to  the 
writer,  he  called  the  nuoman  of  the  houfe  dirteily  to  partake  of  punchy  and  pafs  their  time  in  nurri- 
went.**    Anecdotes  of  Johnfon,  p.  119. 
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ornaments  of  the  Johnfohian  ichooL  Goidfmith's  rcfpc6tful  attachment  to 
Johnfon  was  then  at  its  height  j  for  his  own  literary  reputation  had  not  yet 
difldnguiihed  him  fo  much  as  to  excite  a  vaiii  defire  of  competition  with  his  great 
maftcn  He  had  increafed  my  admiration  of  the  goodnefs  of  Johnfon*s  heart, 
by  incidental  remarks  in  the  courie  of  convcrferion,  ftich  as,  when  I  mentioned 
Mr.  Levet,  whom  he  entertained  under  his  roofi  "  He  is  poor  and  honeft, 
which  is  recommendation  enough  to  Johnfon  i"  and  when  I  wondered  that  he 
was  very  kind  to  a  man  of  whom  I  had  heard  a  very  bad  character,  "  He  is 
now  become  miferable,  and  that  infures  the  protedlion  of  Johnfon." 

Goldfmith  attempted  this  evening  to  maintain,  I  fuppofe  from  an  affeftation 
of  paradox,  that  knowledge  was  not  defirable  on  its  own  account,  for  it  oftea 
was  a  fourcc  of  unhappinels.  Johnson.  **  Why,  Sir,  that  knowledge  may 
in  fome  cafes  produce  unhappinefs,  I  allow.  But,  upon  the  whole,  know- 
ledge per  Je  is  certainly  an  objeft  which  every  man  would  wilh  tp  attsdn, 
although,  perhaps,  he  may  not  take  the  trouble  neceflary  for  attaining  it." 

Dr.  John  Campbell,  the  celebrated  political  and  biographical  writer,  being 
mentioned,  Johnfon  faid,  ^<  Campbell  is  a  man  of  much  knowledge,  and  has 
a  good  (hare  of  imagination.  His  *  Hermippus  Redivivus  *  is  very  enter- 
taining, as  an  account  of  the  Hermetick  [^ilofophy,  and  as  ilimifhing  x 
curious  hiftory  of  the  extravagancies  of  the  human  mind.  If  it  were  merely 
imaginary,  it  would  be  nothing  at  all.  Campbell  is  not  always  rigidly  careful 
of  truth  in  his  converfatioft ;  but  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  thing  of  this 
carelefihefs  in  his  books.  Campbell  is  a  good  man,  a  pious  man.  I  am 
afraid  he  has  not  been  in  the  infide  of  a  church  for  many  years '  \  but  he 
never  pafles  -a  church  without  pulling  off  his  hat.  This  fhews  that  he  has 
good  principles.  I  ufed  to  go  pretty  often  to  Campbell's  on  a  Sunday  even- 
ing, till  I  began  to  confider  that  the  Ihoals  of  Scotchmen  who  flocked. about 

*  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  he  was  mifinformed  as  t6  this  circumftance.  I  own  I  am  jealoas 
for  my  worthy  friend  Dr.  John  Campbell.  For  though  Milton  could  without  remorfe  abfent  him- 
felf  from  publick  wor(hip«  I  cannot.  On  the  .contrary^  I  have  the  fame  habitual  impreifions  upon 
my  mind,  with  thofe  of  a  truly  venerable  Judge,  who  faid  to  Mr.  Langton,  "  Friend  Langton, 
if  I  have  not  been  at  church  on  Sunday,  I  do  not  feel  myfelf  eafy."  Dr.  Campbell  was  a  finccrely 
religious  man.  Lord  Macartney^  who  is  eminent  for  his  variety  of  knowledge,  and  attention  to 
men  of  talents,  and  knew  him  well,  told  me,  that  when  he  called  on  him  ia  a  morning,  he  found 
him  reading  a  chapter  in  the  Greek  New  Teftamcnt,  which  he  informed  his  Lordfliip  was  his  con- 
ftant  practice.  The  quantity  of  Dr.  Campbell's  compofition  is  almoft  incredible,  and  his  labours 
brought  him  large  profits.  Dr.  Jofq>h  Warion  told  me  that  Johnfon  £ud  of  him>  **  He  is  the 
richcft  authour  that  ever  graaaed  the  common  of  literature.'* 

him 
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Wm  might  probably  fay,  when  any  i 
he  has  learnt  this  of  Cawmell  !" 

He  talked  very  contemptuoufly  of 
had  a  remponuy  currency,  only  fion 
with  living  names,  and  that  it  woi 
hint  that  be  was  not  quite  a  fair  judge 
Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  I  am  a  vei 
violently  till  he  found  I  did  not  like 
not  prevent  me  from  continuing  to  £ 
henfion  that  it  may  be  afcribed  to  re) 
blockhead  at  firfl;,  and  I  will  call  1: 
acknowledge  that  I  have  a  better  opii 
lias  fhewn  more  fertility  than  I  exped 
produce  good  fruit :  he  only  bears 
great  many  crabs  is  better  than  a  ttc 

In  this  depreciation  of  Churchill' 
is  very  true  that  the  greateft  part  < 
which  account,  as  it  brought  him  gi 
proportionally  Aide  out  of  the  pub] 
^cceed.  But  Churchill  had  extraor 
fion.  His  portraits  of  the  players  m 
the  drama,-  and  his  fbong  caricati 
will  not  be  forgotten  by  the  curious, 
many  pallages  which  are  of  a  general 
is  a  poem  of  no  ordinary  merit.  It 
but  therefore  may  be  allowed  a  greai 

Bonnel  Thornton  had  juft  pubHlhi 
adapted  to  the  ancient  Britifh  muflc 
marrow-bones  and  cleaver,  the  hun 
praifcd  its  humour,  and  feemed  rr 
following  paflage : 

"  In  ftrans  more  exalted  d 
"  And  clattering  and  battel 
"  With  a  rap,  and  a  tap,  w 
**  Up  and  down  lejqjs  the  & 
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'7^3-         I  mentioned  the  periodical  paper  called  The  Connoisseur.     He  faid  It 
jffitat.^4.  wanted  matter. — ^Na  doubt  it  has  not  the  deep  thinking  of  Johnfon*s  writings. 
But  furcly  it  has  juft  views  of  the  furfacc  of  life,  and  a  very  Iprighdy  man- 
ner.    His  opinion  of  The  World  was  not  much  higher  than  of  the  Con- 
noifleur. 

Let  me  here  apologize  for  the  imperfeft  manner  in  which  I  am  obliged  to 
exhibit  Johnfon's  converfation  at  this  period.  In  the  early  part  of  my  acquaint- 
ance with  him,  I  was  (o  wrapt  in  admiration  of  his  extraordinary  colloquial 
talents,  and  fo  litde  accuftomed  to  his  peculiar  mode  of  expreflion^  that  I 
found  it  extremely  difficult  to  recoiled  and  record  his  converfation  with  its 
genuine  vigour  and  vivacity.  In  progfefs  of  time,  when  my  mind  was,  at  it 
were,  ftrongly  impregnated  with  the  Johnfonian  aether,  I  could,  with  much 
more  facility  and  exaftnefs,  carry  in  my  memory  and  conunit  to  paper  the 
exuberant  variety  of  his  wifdom  and  wit» 

At  this  time  Mifs  Williams,  as  fhc  was  then  called,  though  fhe  did  not 
refide  with  him  in  the  Temple  under  his  roofi  but  had  lodgings  in  Bolt-court, 
Fleet-ftreet,  had  fo  much  of  his  attention,  that  he  every  night  drank  tea  with 
her  before  he  went  home,  however  late  it  might  be,  and  Ihe  always  fat  up 
for  him.  This,  it  may  be  fairly  conjeftured,  was  not  alone  a  proof  of  his 
regard  for  her,  but  of  his  own  unwillingnefs  to  go  into  folitude  before  that 
unfeafonable  hour  at  which  he  had  habituated  himfelf  to  expeft  the  oblivion- 
of  repofe.  Dr.  Goldfmith,  being  a  privileged  man,  went  with  him  this  night, 
ftrutting  away,  and  calling  to  me  with  an  air  of  fuperiority,  like  that  of  an 
efoterick  over  an  exoterick  difciple  of  a  fage  of  antiquity,  "I  go  to  Mils 
Williams."  I  confefs,  I  then  envied  him  this  mighty  privilege,  of  which 
he  feemed  fo  proud  j  but  it  was  not  long  before  I  obtained  the  fame  mark 
of  diftinftion. 

On  Tuelday  the  5th  of  July,  I  again  vifited  Johnfon.  He  told  me  he  had 
looked  into  the  poems  of  a  certain  pretty  voluminous  modern  writer,  which  had 
lately  come  out,  but  could  find  no  thinking  in  them..  Boswell.  "  Is  there  not 
imagination  in  them.  Sir?"  Johnson.  "  Why,.  Sir,  there  is  in  them  whatWAr 
imagination,  but  it  is  no  more  imagination  in  bimi  than  found  is  found  in  the 
echo.  And  his  diftion  too  is  not  his  own.  We  have  long  ago  feen  wbife- 
robed  innocence y  zxiA  flower-befpangkd  meads ^^ 

Talking  of  London,  he  obferved,  "  Sir,  if  you  wifh  to  have  a  juft  notion 
of  the  magnitude  of  this  city,  you  muft  not  be  fatisfied  with  feeing  its  great 
ftreets  and  fquares,  but  muft  furvey  the  innumerable  litde  lanes  and  courts. 
It  is  not  in  the  (hcwy  evolutions  of  buildings,  but  in  the  multiplicity  of  human 
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habitations  which  are  crouded  together,  that  the  wonderful  immenfity  of 
London  confifts."— I  have  often  amufed  myfelf  with  thinking  liow  different 
a  place  London  is  to  different  people.  They,  whofc  narrow  minds  are  con- 
traded  to  the  confideration  of  fome  one  particular  purfuit,  view  it  only  through 
that  medium.  A  politician  thmks  of  it  merely  as  the  feat  of  government  in 
its  different  departments ;  a  grazier,  as  a  vafl:  market  for  catde  j  a  mercantile 
man,  as  a  place  where  a  prodigious  deal  of  bufinefs  is  done  upon  'Change ; 
a  dramatick  enthufiafl:,  as  the  grand  fcene  of  theatrical  entertainments  i  a 
man  of  pleafure,  as  an  affcmblage  of  taverns,  and  the  great  emporium  for 
ladies  of  eafy  virtue.  But  the  intelleftual  man  is  flruck  with  it,  as  compre- 
hending the  whole  of  human  life  in  all  its  variety,  the  contemplation  of  which 
is  inexhauflible. 

On  Wednefday,  July  6,  he  was  engaged  to  fup  with  me  at  my  lod^gs  in 
Downing-fbreet,  Weflminfter.  But  on  the  preceding  night  my  landlonl  having 
behaved  very  rudely  to  me  and  fome  company  who  were  with  me,  I  had 
refolved  not  to  remain  another  night  in  his  houfe.  I  was  exceedingly  uneafy 
at  the  aukward  appearance  I  fuppofed  I  (hould  make  to  Johnfbn  and  the 
other  gentlemen  whom  I  had  invited,  not  being  able  to  receive  them  at  home, 
and  being  obliged  to  order  fupper  at  the  Mitre.  I  went  to  Johnfon  in  the 
morning,  and  talked  of  it  as  of  a  ferious  diftrefs.  He  laughed,  and  laid, 
"  Confider,  Sir,  how  infignificant  this  will  appear  a  twelvemonth  hence.''— 
Were  this  confideration  to  be  applied  to  moft  of  the  litde  vexatious  incidents 
of  life,  by  which  our  quiet  is  too  often  dilhirbed,  it  would  prevent  many 
painful  fenfations.  I  have  tried  it  frequendy,  with  good  effeft.  "  There  is 
nothing  (continued  he)  in  this  mighty  misfortune  j  nay,  we  fhall  be  better  at  the 
Mitre."  I  told  him  that  I  had  been  at  Sir  John  Fielding's  office,  complaining 
of  my  landlord,  and  had  been  infoniied,  that  though  I  had  taken  my  lodgings 
for  a  year,  I  might,  upon  proof  of  his  bad  behaviour,  quit  them  when  I 
pleafed,  without  beinj  under  an  obligation  to  pay  rent  for  any  longer  time 
than  while  I  pofleflfed  them.  The  fertility  of  Jonnfon's  mind  could  fhew  itfelf 
even  upon  fo  fmall  a  matter  as  this.  "  Why,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  I  fiippofc  this 
muft  be  the  law,  fince  you  have  been  told  fo  in  Bow-fbeet.  But,  if  your 
landlord  could  hold  you  to  your  bargain,  and  the  lodgings  fhould  be  yours  for 
a  year,  you  may  certainly  ufe  them  as  you  think  fif.  So,  Sir,  you  may 
quarter  two  life-guardmen  upon  him  j  or  you  may  fend  the  greatefl  fcoundrel 
you  can  find  into  your  apartments ;  or  you  may  fay  that  you  want  to  make 
fome  experiments  in  natural  philofophy,  and  may  burn  a  large  quantity  of 

ailafoetida  in  his  houfe." 

I  cannot 


m^ 


THE    LIFE    OF     DR.    JOHNSON. 

I  cannot  allow  any  fragment  whatever  that  floats  in  my  memory  concerning 
the  great  fiibjeft  of  this  work  to  be  loft.  Though  a  finall  particular  may 
appear  trifling  to  fome>  it  will  be  relifhed  by  others,  while  every  little  Ipark 
adds  fomething  to  the  general  blaze.  And  to  pkafe  the  true,  candid,  warm 
admirers  of  Johnfon,  and  in  any  degree  increafe  the  Iplendour  of  his  reputa-> 
tion,  I  bid  defiance  to  the  fhafts  of  ridicule,  or  even  of  malignity  ;  thoufands 
of  them  hive  been  difcharged  at  my  "  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides," 
yet  it  ftill  fails  unhurt  "  along  the  ftream  of  time,"  and  as  an  attendant  upon 
Johnfon, — *^  Purlues  the  triumph,  and  partakes  the  gale." 

I  had  as  my  guefts  this  evening  at  the  Mitre  tavern.  Dr.  Johnfon,  Dr. 
Goldfmith,  Mr.  Thomas  Davies,  Mr.  Eccles,  an  Irifh  gentleman,  for  whofe 
agreeable  company  I  was  obliged  to  Mr.  Davies,  and  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Ogilvie,  a  Scotch  clergyman,  authour  of  feveral  poems,  who  was  very  defirous 
of  being  in  company  with  my  illuftrious  friend,  while  I,  in  my  tun\,  was 
5)roud  to  have  the  honour  of  (hewing  one  of  my  countrymen  upon  what  eafy 
terms  Johnfon  permitted  me  to  live  with  him.    . 

Goldfmith,  as  ulual,  endeavoured,  with  too  much  eagernefs,  to  fhine,  and 
idilputed  very  warmly  widi  Johnfon  againft  the  well-known  maxim  of  the 
Britilh  conftitution,  "  the  King  can  do  no  wrong  j*'  affirming,  that  *^  what 
wa^  morally  falfe  could  not  be  politically,  true ;  and  as  the  King  might,  in  the 
axcrcife  of  his  regal  power,  command  and  caufe  the  doing  of  what  was  wrong, 
it  certainly  might  be  faid,  in  fenfe  apd  in  reafon,  that  he  could  do  wrong." 
Johnson.  «  Sir,  you  are  to  confider,  that  in  our  conftitution,  according  to 
its  true  principles,  the  King  is  the  head ;  he  is  fupreme ;  he  is  above'  every 
thing,  and  there  is  no  power  by  which  he  can  be  tried.  Therefore  it  is.  Sir,  that 
wc  hold  the  King  can  do  no  wrong,  that  whatever  may  happen  to  be  wrong  in 
government  may  not  be  above  our  reach,  by  being  afcribed  to  M^efty. 
Redreis  is  always  to  be  had  againft  c^preffion,  by  puniftiing  the  immediate 
agents.  The  King,  though  he  ihould  command,  cannot  force  a  Judge  to 
condemn  a  man  unjuftly ;  therefore  it  is  the  Judge  whom  we  profecute  and 
punifli.  Political  inftitutions  are  formed  upon  the  confideration  of  what  will 
moft  frequcndy  tend  to  the  good  of  the  whole,  although  now  and  then 
exceptions  may  occur.  Thus  it  is  better  in  general  that  a  nation  Ihould  have 
a  fupreme  Icgiflative  power,  although  it  may  at  times  be  abufed.  And  then. 
Sir,  there  is  this  confideration,  that  iff  he  abufe  be  enormous  y  Nature  will  rife  upj 
mid  claiming  her  original  rights,  overturn  a  corrupt  political Jyftem.^^  I  mark  this 
aninwted  fcntence  with  peculiar  pleafure,  as  a  noble  inftance  of  that  tnily 
dignified  fpirit  of  freedom  which  ever  glowed  b  his  heart,  though  he  waa 
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charged  with  flaviih  tenets  by  fuperficial  obfervers,  becaufe  he  was  at  alls    17^3- 
times  indignant  againft  that  fidfe  patriotifin,  that  pretended  love  of  freedom,  *itat.  ci! 
that  unruly  reftleflhefs,  which  is  inconfiilent  with  the  ftablc  authority  of  any 
good  government. 

This  generous  fentiment,  which  he  uttered  with  great  fenrour,  ftruck  me 
exceedingly,  and  ftirred  my  blood  to  that  pitch  of  fancied  refiftance,  the  poffi- 
bility  of  which  I  am  glad  to  keep  in  mind,  but  to  which  I  truft  I  never  fhall 
be  forced. 

L 

^^  Great  abilities  (faid  he)  are  not  requifite  for  an  Hiftorian ;  for  in  hiflx>rical 
compofition,  all  the  greatcft  powers  of  the  human  mind  are  quicfcent.  He 
has  fedts  ready  to  his  hand  i  fo  there  is  no  exercife  of  invention.  Imagination' 
is  not  required  in  any  high  degree  -,  only  about  as  much  as  is  ufed  in  the  loiter 
kinds  of  poetry.  Some  penetration,  accuracy,  and  colouring  will  fit  a  man 
for  the  talk,  if  he  can  give  the  application  which  is  neceffary." 

**  Bayle's  Didtionary  is  a  very  ufefol  work  for  thofe  to  conllilt  who  love  the 
biographical  part  of  literature,  which  is  what  I  love  moft." 

Talking  of  the  eminent  writers  in  Queen  Anne's  reign,  he  obferved,  **-I 
think  Dr.  Arbuthnot  the  firft  man  ^mong  them.  He  was  the  moft  univerial 
genius,  being  an  excellent  phyfician,  a  man  of  deep  learning,  and  a  man  of 
much  humour.  Mr.  Addifon  was,  to  be  fore,  a  great  man  ^  his  learning  was 
not  profound ;  but  his  morality,  his  humour,  and  his  elegance  of  writing,.fct 
him  very  high.'*  * 

Mr.  Ogilvie  was  unlucky  enough  to  choofe  for  the  topick  of  his  converla- 
tion  the  praifes  of  his  native  country.  He  began  with  faying,  that  there  was 
very  rich  land  round  Edinburgh.  Goldfmidi,  who  had  ftudied  phyfick  there,, 
contradidted  this,  very  untruly,  with  a  fheering  laugh.  Difconcerted  a  litde  by 
this,  Mr.  Ogilvie  then  took  new  ground,  where,  I  foppofe,.  he  thought  him- 
fclf  perfeaiy  fafe  j  for  he  obferved,  that  Scotland  had  a  great  many  noble 
wild  profpedts.  Johnson.  « I  believe.  Sir,,  you  have  a  great  many.  Norway,: 
too,  has  noble  wild  profpeds  j  and  Lapland  is  remarkable  for  prodigious 
noble  wiki  profpedb.  But,  Sir,  let  me  tell  you,  die  nobleft  profpeA  which  a 
Scotchman  ever  fe^s,  is  die  hi^  road  that  leads  him  to  England!"  This 
unexpefted  and  pointed  fally  produced  a  roar  of  applaufe.  After  all,  how- 
ever, thofe,  who  admire  the  rude  grandeur  of  Nature,  cannot  deny  it  to 
Caledonia. 

On  Saturday,  July  9,  I  found  Johnfon  furrounded  with  a  numerous  levee, 
but  have  not  preferved  any  part  of  his  converfation.  On  the  14th  we  had 
another  evening  by  ourfclvcs  at  the  Mitre.     It  happening  to  1)e  a  very  rainy 

night. 
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1 7  ^3*  night,  I  made  fome  common-place  obfervations  on  the  relaxation  of  nerves 
^^m  C4.'  ^^^  depreflibn  of  fpirits  which  fuch  weather  occafioned ;  adding,  however,  that 
it  was  good  for  the  vegetable  creation.  Johnfon,  who,  as  we  have  already 
feen,  denied  that  the  temperature  of  the  air  had  any  influence  on  the  human 
frame,  anfwered,  with  a  fmile  of  ridicule,  "  Why  yes.  Sir,  it  is  good  for 
vegetables,  and  for  the  animals  who  eat  thofe  vegetables,  and  for  the  animak 
who  eat  thofe  animals."  This  obfervarion  of  his  apdy  enough  introduced  a 
good  fupper  j  and  I  foon  forgot,  in  Johnfon's  company,  the  influence  of  a 
moifl:  atmolphere. 

Feeling  myfelf  now  quite  at  eafe  as  his  companion,  though  I  had  all  pofli- 
ble  reverence  for  him,  I  exprefled  a  regret  that  I  could  not  be  fo  eafy  with  my 
father,  though  he  was  not  much  older  than  him,  and  certainly  had  not  more 
learning  and  greater  abilities  to  deprefs  me.  I  aflced  him  the  reafon  of  this. 
Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  I  am  a  man  of  the  world.  I  live  in  the  world,  and 
I  take,  in  fome  degree,  the  colour  of  the  world  as  it  moves  along.  Your 
father  is  a  Judge  in  a  remote  part  of  the  ifland,  and  all  his  notions  are  taken 
from  the  old  world.  Befides,  Sir,  there  muft  always  be  a  ftruggle  between 
a  father  and  fon,  while  one  aims  at  power  and  the  other  at  independence." 
I  faid,  I  was  afraid  my  father  would  force  me  to  be  a  lawyer.  Johnson. 
^*  Sir,  you  need  not  be  afraid  of  his  forcing  you  to  be  a  laborious  praftiling 
lawyer  j  that  is  not  in  his  power.  For  as  the  proverb  fays,  '  One  man  may 
lead  a  horfe  to  the  water,  but  twenty  cannot  make  him  drink.*  He  may  be 
difpleafed  that  you  are  not  what  he  wifhes  you  to  be ;  but  that  dilpleafurc  will 
not  go  far.  If  he  infifts  only  on  your  having  as  much  law  as  is  necefllary  for 
a  man  of  property,  and  then  endeavours  to  get  you  into  Parliament,  he  is 
quite  in  the  right." 

He  enlarged  very  convincingly  upon  the  excellence  of  rhyme  over  blank 
verfe  in  Englifli  poetry.  I  mentioned  to  him  that  Dr.  Adam  Smith,  in  his 
leftures  upon  compofition,  when  I  flaidied  under  him  in  the  College  of 
Glafgow,  had  maintained  the  feme  opinion  ftrenuoufly,  and  I  repeated  fome  of 
his  arguments.  Johnson.  *^  Sir,  I  was  once  in  company  with  Smith,  and  we 
did  not  take  to  each  other;  but  had  I  known  that  he  loved  rhyme  as  much 
as  you  tell  me  he  does,  I  Ihquld  have  hugged  him." 

Talking  of  thofe  who  denied  the  truth  of  Chriftianity,  he  faid,  "  It  is 
always  eafy  to  be  on  the  negative  fide.  If  a  man  were  now  to  deny  that  there  is 
fait  upon  the  table,  you  could  not  reduce  him  to  an  abfurdity.  Come,  let  us 
try  this  a  litde  further.  I  deny  that  Canada  is  taken,  and  I  can  fupport  my 
dpnial  by  pretty  good  arguments.     The  French  arc  a  much  more  numerous 

people 
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people  than  we ;  and  it  is  not  likely  that  they  would  allow  us  to  take  it.   *  But     i?^!-  ] 

the  miniftry  have  afiured  us,  in  all  the  formality  of  the  Gazette,  that  it  is  ^j^x/s^  I 

taken/ — Very  true.     But  the  miniftry  have  put  us  to  an  enormous  expence 

by  the  war  in  America,  and  it  is  their  intereft  to  perfuade  us  ,that  we  have  got  ! 

fomething  for  our  money •i—^  But  the  fa&  is  confirmed  by  thoufands.  of  men 

who  were  at  the  taking  of  it.' — ^Ay,  but  thefe  men  have  ftill  more  intereft  in 

deceiving  us.     They  don't  want  you  fhould  think  the  French  have  beat  them,  ' 

but  that  they  have  beat  the  French.     Now  fuppofe  you  fhould  go  over  and  i 

find  that  it  is  really  taken,  that  would  only  fatisfy  yourfelf ;  for  when  you  come  ' 

home  we  will  not  believe  you.     We  will  fay  you  have  been  bribed. — Yet, 

Sir,  notwithftanding  all  thefe  plaufible  objeftions,   we  have  no  doubt  that 

Canada  is  really  ours.     Such  is  the  weight  of  common  teftimony.     How 

murii  ftronger  are  the  evidences  of  the  Chriftian  religion  ?" 

«*  Idlenefs  is  a  difeafe  which  muft  be  combated  j  but  I  would  not  advife  a 
rigid  adherence  to  a  particular  plan  of  ftudy.  I  myfelf  have  never  perfifted 
in  any  plan  for  two  days  together.  A  man  ought  to  read  juft  as  inclination 
leads  him ;  for  what  he  reads  as  a  tafk  will  do  him  little  good.  A  young 
man  fhould  read  five  hours  iiu  a  day,  and  fb  may  acquire  a  great  deal  of 
knowledge."  .  ' 

To  a  man  of  vigourous  intelle£t  and  ardent  curiofity  like  his  own,  >ead- 
ing  without  a  regular  plan  may  be  beneficial ;  though  even  fuch  a  man  muft 
fubmit  to  it,  if  he  would  attain  a  full  underflanding  of  any  of  the  fciences.  ^ 

To  fuch  a  degree  of  unreftrained  franknefs  had  he  now  accuftomed  me, 
that  in  the  courfe  of  this  evening  I  talked  of  the  numerous  refleftions  wTiich  ^ 
had  been  thrown  out  againft  him  on  account  of  his  having  accepted  a  penfion 
from  his  prefent  Majefty.  "  Why,  Sir,  (faid  he,  with  a  hearty  Uugh,)  it  is 
a  mighty  foolifh  noife  that  they  make  *.  I  have  accepted  of  a  penfion  as  a 
reward  which  has  been  thought  due  to  my  literary  merit ;  and  now  that  I  have 
this  penfion,  I  am  the  fame  man  in  every  refpedt  that  I  have  ever  been  -^  1 
retain  the  fame  principles.  It  is  true,  that  I  cannot  now  curfe  (fmiling)  the 
houfe  of  Hanover ;  nor  would  it  be  decent  for  me  to  drink  King  James's 
health  in  the  wine  that  King  George  gives  me  money  to  pay  for.  But,  Sir, 
I  think  that  the  pleafure  of  curfing  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  and  drinking  |Cing 
James's  health,  are  amply  overbalanced  by  three  hundred  pounds  a  year." 


*  Wlien  I  mentioned  the  fame  idle  clamour  to  him  feveral  years  afterwards,  he  faid,  with  9 
Jmile,  *•  I  wiih  my  penfion  were  twice  as  large,  that  they  might  make  twice  as  much  noife.*' 
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There  was  here,  mod  certainly,  an  afFe£kation  of  more  Jacobitifm  than  he 
really  had,  and  indeed  an  intention  of  admitting,  for  the  monicnt,  m  a  much 
greater  extent  than  it  really  exifted,  the  charge  of  difaffe6tion  imputed  to  him 
by  the  world,  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  fhewing  how  dexteroufly  he  could 
repel  an  attack,  even  though  he  were  placed  in  the  moft  diiadvantageous 
pofition ;  for  I  have  heard  him  declare^  that  if  holding  up  his  right  hand 
would  have  fecured  vidtory  at  CuUoden  to  Prince  Charles's  army,  he  was  not 
fure  he  would  have  held  it  up ;  fo  little  confidence  had  he  in  the  right  claimed 
by  the  houfe  of  Stuart,  and  fo  fearful  was  he  of  the  confequences  of  another  ( 

revolution  on  the  throne  of  Great-Britain ;  and  Mr.  Topham  Beauclerk  afiured 
me,  he  had  heari  him  lay  this  before  he  had  his  penfion.  At  another  time  he 
faid  to  Mr.  Langton,  "  Nothing  has  ever  offered  that  has  made  it  worth  my 
while  to  confider  the  queftion  foUx/'  He,  however,  alfo  laid  to  the  :(^e 
gentleman,  talking  of  King  James  the  Second,  "  It  was  become  impoflible 
for  him  to  reign  any  longer  in  this  country/'  He  no  doubt  had  an  early  attach- 
ment to  the  houfe  of  Stuart ;  but  his  zeal  had  cooled  as  his  reafon  ftrengthened% 
Indeed  I  heard  him  once  fay,  that  "  after  the  death  of  a  violent  Whig,  with 
whom  he  ufed  to  contend  with  great  eagemefs^  he  felt  his  Toryifin  much 
abated  ^"     I  fuppofe  he  meant  Mr.  Walmlley. 

He  advifed  me,  when  abroad,  to  be  as  much  as  I  could  with  the  Profeflbrs. 
in  the  Univerfides,  and  with  the  Clergy ;  for  from  their  converfation  I  might 
cxpeft  the  beft  accounts  of  every  thing  in  whatever  country  I  Ihould  be,  with 
the  additional  advantage  of  keeping  my  learning  alive. 

It  will  be  obferved,  that  when  giving  me  advice  as  to  my  travels,  Dr. 
Johnfon  did  not  dwell  upon  cities,  and  palaces,  and  piftures,  and  Ihews,  and 
Arcadian  fcene's.  He  was  of  Lord  Eflex's  opinion,  who  advifes  his  kinfman 
Roger  Earl  of  Rudand,  "  rather  to  go  an  hundred  miles  to  fpeak  with  one 
wife  man,  than  five  miles  to  fee  a  fair  town*." 

I  defcribed  to  him  an  impudent  fellow  from  Scotland,  who  afFe6ted  to  be 
a  favage,  and  railed  at  all  eftablilhed  fyftems.  Johnson.  "  There  is  nothing 
furprizing  in  this^^  Sir.  He  wants  to  make  himfelf  confpicuous.  He  would 
tumble  in  a  hog-flye,  as  long  a3  you  looked  at  him  and  called  to  him  to- 
come  out.    But  let  him  alone,  never  mind  him,  and  he'll  foon  give  it  over." 

I  added,  that  the  lame  perfon  maintained  that  diere  was  no  diftindion  between 
virtue  and  vice.     Johnson.  ^*  Why,  Sir,  if  the  fellow  does  not  think  as  he 

'  Joarnal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,  3d  edit.  p.  402. 
♦  Letter  to  Rutland  on  Travel,  1 596* 
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^aks,  he  is  lying;  and  I  fee  not  what  honour  he  can  propofe  to  himfelf     '7^3- 
from  having  the  character  of  a  Ijrar.     But  if  he  does  really  think  that  there  is  l^tatl  c^ 
no  diftinfticMi  between  virtue  and  vice,  why.  Sir,  when  he  leaves  our  houfes, 
let  us  count  our  Ipoons.'* 

.  Sir  David  Dalrymple,  now  cme  of  the  Judges  of  Scotland  by  the  tide  of 
Lord  Hailes,  had  contributed  much  to  ihcreafe  ray  high  opinion  of  Johnfon, 
on  account  of  his  wridngs,  long  before  I  attained  to  a  perfonal  acquaintance 
with  him  ;  I,  in  return,  had  informed  Johnfon  of  Sir  David's  eminent  cha- 
tzSttr  for  learning  and  religion;  and  Johnfon  was  fo  much  pleafed,  that 
at  ene  of  our  evening  meetings  he  gave  him  for  his  toaft.  I  at  this  time  kept 
wp  a  very  frequent  correfpondence  with  Sir  David  -,  and  I  read  to  Dr.  Johnfon 
to-night  the  following  pafl&ge  from  the  letter  which  I  had  laft  received  from 
him: 

"  It  gives  me  pleafure  to  think  that  you  have  obtained  the  friendlhip  of 
Mr.  Samuel  Johnfon.  He  is  one  of  the  beft  moral  writers  which  England  has 
produced.     At  the  fame  time,  I  envy  you  the  free  and  undifguifed  converfe  I 

with  fuch  a  man.     May  I  beg  you  to*  prefent  my  beft  relpedts  to  him,  and  to  \ 

affure  him  of  the  veneration  which  I  entertain  for  the  authour  of  the  Rambler  ^ 

and  of  Raffelas  ?     Let  me  recommend  this  laft  work  to  you ;    with  the 
Rambler  you  certainly  are  acquainted.     In  Raflelas  you  will  fee  a  tender^ 
hearted  operator,  who  probes  the  wound  only  to  heal  it.     Swift,  on  the  con- 
trary, mangles  human  nature.     He  cuts  and  flalhes,  as  if  he  took  pleafure  ^  • 
in  the  operation,  like  the  tyrant  who  faid,  Itaferi  utje/entiat  emori.*'   Johnfon                                                               i 
feemed  to  be  much  gratified  by  this  juft  and  well-turned  compliment. 

He  recommended  to  me  to  keep  a  journal  of  my  life,  full  and  unreferved.  '      i 

He  faid  it  would  be  a  very  good  exercife,  and  would  yield  me  great  iatisfac-» 

tion  when  the  particulars  were  faded  from  my  remembrance.     I  was  uncom*  { 

monly  fortunate  in  having  had  a  previous  coincidence  of  opinion  with  him 
upon  this  fubjedt,  for  I  had  kept  fuch  a  journal  for  fome  time ;  and  it  was 
no  fmall  pleafure  to  me  to  have  this  to  tell  him,  and  to  receive  his  approba- 
tion. He  counfelled  me  to  keep  it  private,  and  faid  I  might  furely  have  a 
fiiend  who  would  bum  it  in  cafe  of  my  death.  From  this  habit  I  have  been 
enabled  to  give  the  world  fo  many  anecdotes,  which  would  otherwife  have 

been  loft  to  pofterity.     I  mentioned  that  I  was  afraid  I  put  into  my  journal  \ 

too  many  litde  incidents.  Johnson.  ^^  There  is  nothing,  Sir,  too  litde  for 
fo  litde  a  creature  as  man.  It  is  by  ftudying  little  things  that  we  attain  the 
great  art  of  having  as  litde  mifery  and  as  much  happinefs  as  poffible." 

H  h  2  Next 
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1765-  Nfcxt  morning  Mr.  Dempftcr  happened  to  call  on  me,  and  was  fa  mucft 

&mrs^.  ftruck  even  with  thcimperfeft  account  which  I  gave  him  of  Dr.  Johnfon's 
converfation,  that  to  his  honour  be  it  recorded,  when  I  complained  that  drink- 
ing port  and  fitting  up  late  with  him,  afFeded  my  nerves  for  fome  time  after,, 
he  faid,  "  One  had  better  be  palfied  at  eighteen,  than  not  keep  company  with 
fiich  a  man." 

On  Tuefday,  July  18,  I  found  tall  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon  fitting  widi 
Johnlbn.  Sir  Thomas  faid,  that  the  King  of  Pruflia  valued  himfelf  upon 
three  things; — ^upon  being  a  hero,  a  mufician,  and  an  authour.  Johnson, 
"  Pretty  weU,  Sir,  for  one  man.  As  to  his  being  an  authour,  I  have  not 
looked  at  his  poetry ;  but  his  profe  is  poor  ftuff.  He  writes  juft  as  you 
might  fuppofe  Voltaire's  footboy  to  do,  who  has  been  his  amanuenfis.  He  has 
fuch  parts  as  the  valet  might  have,  and  about  as  much  of  the  colouring  of 
the  ftyle  as  might  be  got  by  tranfcribing  his  works."  When  I  was  at  Femey,. 
I  repeated  this  to  Voltaire,  in  order  to  reconcile  him  fomewhat  to  Johnfon^ 
whom  he,  in  afFedting  the  Englilh  mode  of  expreffion,  had  previoufly  charac- 
terifed  as  "  a  fuperftitious  dog ;"  but  after  hearing  fuch  a  criticifm  on  Frederick 
the  Great,  with  whom  he  was  then  on  bad  terms,  he  exclaimed,  ^  An  honeft 
fellow!" 

But  I  diink  the  criticifin  much  too  feverc ;  for  the  "  Memoirs  of  the  Houie 
of  Brandenburgh  *'  are.  written  as  well  as  many  works  of  that  kind.  His  poetry^ 
for  the  ftyle  of  which  he  himfelf  makes  a  frank  apology,  "  Jargmnant  un 
Francois  Barbarey*  though  fraught  with  pernicious  ravings  of  infidelity,  has^ 
in  many  places,  great  animation,  and  in  fome  a  pathetick  tendemeis.. 

Upon  this  contemptuous  animadverfion  on  the  King  of  Pruflia^  I  obferved 
to  Johnfon,  "  It  would  feem  then.  Sir,  that  much  lefs  parts  are  neceflary  ta 
make  a  King,  than  to  make  an  Authour ;  for  the  King  of  Pruflia.  is  confefledly 
the  greateft  King  now  in  Europe>  yet  you  think  he  makes  a  very  poor  figure 
as  an  Authour." 

Mr.  Levet  this  day  fhewed  me  Dr.  Johnfon's  library,  which  was  contained 
in  two  garrets  over  his  Chambers,  where  Lintot,  fon  of  the  celebrated  book- 
feUcr  of  that  name,  had  formerly  his  printing-houfe.  I  found  a  number  of 
good  books,  but  very  dufty  and  in  great  confiifion.  The.  floor  was  ftrewed 
with  manufcript  leaves,  in  Johnfon's  own  hand-writing,  which  I  beheld  with  a 
degree  of  veneration,  fuppofuig  they  perhaps  might  eontaia  portions  of  the 
■Rambler,  or  of  RaflTclas..  I  obferved  an  apparatus  for  chymical  experiments, 
of  which  Johnfon  was  all  his  life  very  fond.  The  place  fcemed  to  be  very 
favourable  for  retirement  and  meditation,    Johnfon  told  me,  that  he  went  up 
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thither  without  mentioning  it  to  his  fervant,  when  he  wanted  to  ftudy,  fecurc     i7^5- 
from  interruption  -,  for  he  would  not  allow  his  fervant  to  fay  he  was  not  at  ^S^TTf! 
home  when  he  really  was,     "  A  fervant*s  ftridt  regard  for  truth,  (faid  he)       ^ 
muft  be  weakened  by  fuch  a  praftice.  A  philofopher  may  know  that  it  is  merely       ^ 
a  form  of  denial ;  but  few  fervants  are  fuch  nice  diftinguifhers.     If  I  accuftom 
A  fervant  to  tell  a  lye  for  me,  have  I  not  reafon  to  apprehend  that  he  will  tell 
many  lies  for  bitnfcif?*'     I  am,  however,  fatisfied  that  every  fervant,  of  any 
degree  of  inteUigence,  underftands  faying  his  mafter  is  not  at  home,  not  at 
all  as  the  affirmation  of  a  fad,  but  as  cuftomary  words,  intimating  that  his 
mafter  wiflies  not  to  be  feen  j  fo  that  there  can  be  no  bad  eifeft  from  it. 

Mr.  Temple,  now  vicar  of  St.  Gluvias,  Cornwall,  who  had  been  my  inti- 
mate friend  for  nuny  years,  had  at  this  time  chambers  in  Farrar's-buildings, 
at  the  bottom  of  Inner  Temple-lane,  which  he  kindly  lent  me  upon  my 
qmtting  my  lodgings,  he  being  to  return  to  Trmity  Hall,  Cambridge.  I 
found  them  particularly  convenient  for  me,  as  they  were  fo  near  Dr.. 
Johnfon's. 

On  Wednelday,  July  ao.  Dr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  Dempfter,  and  my  uncle  Dr. 
Bofwell,  who  happened  to  be  now  in  London,  fupped  with  me  at  thefa 
Chambers.  Johnson^  "  Pity  is  not  natural  to  jnan.  Children  are  always 
cruel.  Savages  are  always  cruel.  Pity  is  acquired  and  improved  by  the  cul-^ 
tivation  of  realbn.  We  may  have  uneafy  fenfations  from  feeing  a  creature  in 
diftrels^  without  pity  i  for  we  have  not  pity  unlels  we  wifli  to  relieve  them. 
When  I  am  on  my  way  to  dine  with  a  friend,  and  finding  it  late,  have  bid  the 
coachman  make  hafte,  if  I  happen  to  attend  when  he  whips  his  horfes,  I  may 
feel  unpleafantly  that  the  animals  are  put  to  pain^  but  I  da  not  wifh  him  to 
defift.     No,  Sir,  I  wilh  him  to  drive  on." 

Mr.  Alexander  Donaldfon,  bookfeUer  of  Edinburgh,  had  for  fbme  time 
opened  a  ihop  in  London,  and  fold  his  cheap  editions  of  the  moft  popular 
Englifti  books,,  in  defiance  of  the  fuppofed  common-law  right  of  Literary 
Property.  Johnfon,  though  he  concurred  in  the  opinion  which  was  afterwards 
fanftioned  by  a  decree  from  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  that  there  was  no  fuch  right, 
was  at  this  time  very  angry  that  the  bookfellers  of  London,  for  whom  he 
uniformly  profefled  much  regard,  Ihould  fufler  from  an  invafion  of  what  they 
had  ever  confidered  to  be  fecure,  and  he  was  loud  and  violent  againft  Mr^ 
Donaldfon.  "  He  is  a  fellow  who  takes  advantage  of  the  law  to  injure  his 
brethren ;  for,  notwithftanding  that  the  ftatute  fecures  only  fourteen  years  of 
cxclufive  right,  it  has  always  been  underftood  by  the  trade,  that  he,  who  buy^ 
the  copy-right  of  a  book  from  the  authour,  obtains  a  perpetual  property ;  and 
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1765*  upon  that  belief^  numberlefs  bargains  are  made  to  transfer  that  property  after 
'^m~c±.  ^^  expiration  of  the  ftatutory  term.  Now  DonaWfon,  I  fay,  takes  advants^ 
here,  of  people  who  have  really  an  equitable  title  from  ufage  j  and  if  we  con- 
fider  how  few  of  the  books,  of  which  they  buy  the  property,  fucceed  fo  well  9S 
to  bring  profit,  we  fliouki  be  of  opinion  that  the  term  of  fourteen  years  is 
too  fliort  i  it  ftiould  be  fixty  years,"  Dimpster.  <*  Donaldfon,  Sir,  is  anxious 
for  the  encouragement  of  literature.  He  reduces  the  price  of  books,  fo  that 
poor  ftudents  may  buy  them,"  Johnson,  (laughing.)  *^  Well,  Sir,  allowirg 
that  to  be  his  motive,  he  is  no  better  than  Robin  Hood,  who  robbed  the  rich 
in  order  to  give  to  the  poor/' 

.  It  is  remarkable,  that  when  the  great  queftion  concerning  Literary  Property 
came  to  be  ultimately  tried  before  the  fupreme  tribunal  of  this  country,  in 
confequence  of  the  very  ipirited  exertions  of  Mr,  Donaldfon,  Dr.  Johnibn 
was  zealous  againft  a  perpetuity ;  but  he  thought  that  the  term  of  the  cxclu- 
five  right  of  authours  ftiould  be  eonfiderably  enlarged.  He  was  then  for  grant- 
ing a  hundred  years. 

The  converfation  now  turned  upon  Mr.  David  Hume's  ftyle.  Johnson. 
*'  Why,  Sir,  his  ftyle  is  not  Englifti ;  the  ftrudhire  of  his  fentences  is  French. 
Now  the  French  ftrufturc  and  die  Englifti  ftrudure  may,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  be  equally  good.  But  if  you  allow  that  the  Englifti  language  is 
^ftabliftied,  he  is  wrong.  My  name  might  originally  have  been  Nicholfon, 
as  well  as  Johnfon ;  but  were  you  to  x:all  me  Nicholfon  now,  you  would  calj 
me  very  abfurdly." 

Roufleau'S  treatife  on  the  inequality  of  mankind  was  at  this  time  a  fafliion- 
able  topick.  It  gave  rife  to. an  obfervation  by  Mrj  Dempfl:er,  that  the 
^vantages  of  fortune  and  rank  were  nothing  to  a  wife  man,  who  ought  to 
Falue  only  merit.  Johnson.  ^  If  man  were  a  favage,  living  in  the  woods 
by  himJIHfi  this  might  be  true  j  but  in  civilifed  fociety  we  all  depend  upon 
^ach  other,  and  our  happinefs  is  very  much  owing  to  the  good  opinion  of 
mankinds  Now,  Sir,  in  civilifed  fociety,  external  advantages  make  us  more 
relpefted  A  man  with  a  good  coat  upoh  his  back*  meets  with  a  better  recep- 
tion than  he  who  has  a  bad  one.  Sir,  you  may  analyfe  this,  and  fey  what 
^  is  there  ;n  it  ?  But  that  will  avail  you  nothing,  for  it  is  a  part  of  a  general 
•  fyftem.  Pound  St.  Paul's  church  into  atoms,  and  confider  any  fingle  atom  5 
it  is,  to  be  Aire,  good  for  nothing :  but,  put  all  thefe  atoms  together,  and 
you  have  St.  Paul's  church.  So  it  is  with  human  felicity,  which  is  made  up 
of  many  ingredients,  each  of  which  may  be  ftiewn  to  be  very  infignificant^ 
la  pvililjbd  fociety,  perfonal  merit  will  not  f^rye  yo\x  fo  much  as  monejf  will. 

4  Sir, 
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Sir,  you  may  make  the  experiment.  Go  into  the  ftreet,  and  give  one  man  a  17^5* 
le^re  on  morality,  and  another  a  (hilling,  and  fee  which  will  refped  you  ^tat.  c4. 
mod.  If  you  wifli  only  to  fupport  nature.  Sir  William  Petty  fixes  your 
allowance  at  diree  pounds  ^  year ;  but  as  times  are  much  altered,  let  us  tall 
it  fix  pounds.  This  fum  will  fill  your  belly,  fhelter  you  fiiom  the  weather, 
and  even  get  yo\i  a  ftrohg  lafling  coat,  fuppofing  it  to  be  made  of  good  bull's 
hide.  Now,  Sir,  all  beyond  this  is  artificial,  and  is  defired  in  order  to  obtain 
a  greater  degree  of  reipeft  fi'om  our  fellow-creatures.  And,  Sir,  if  fix  hun- 
dred pounds  a-  year  procure  a  man  more  confequence,  and,  of  courfe,  more 
happineis  than  fix  pounds  a  year,  the  fame  proportion  will  hold  as  to  fix  thou- 
fand,  and  ib  on  as  far  a3  opulence  can  be  carried.  Perhaps  he  who  has'  a' 
lai^^ortune  may  not  be  fo  happy  as  he  who  has  a  fmaU  one ;  but  that  mud 
proceed  fi'om  other  caufcs  riian  from  his  having  the  large  fortune :  for,  ceteris 
paribus^  he  who  is  rich  in  a  civilized  fociety,  mull  be  happier  than  he  who  is 
poor;  as  riches,  if  property  ufed,  (and  it  is  a  man's  own  fault  if  they  are 
not,)  mull  be  productive  of  the  highefl  advantages.  Money,  to  be  fure,  of 
itfclf  is  of  no  ufe ;  for  its  only  ufe  is  to  part  with  it.  Roufleau,  and  all 
thofe  who  deal  in  paradoxes,  are  led  away  by  a  childifh  defire  of  novelty. 
When  I  was  a  boy,  I  ufed  always  to  choofe  the  wrong  fide  of  a  debate, 
becaufe  moft  ingenious  things,  that  is  to  fay,  mofl:  new  things,  could  be  faid 
upon  it.  Sir,  there  is  nothing  for  which  you  may  not  muflier  up  more  plau- 
fiWe  arguments,  than  thofe  which  are  urged  againft:  wealth  and  other  external 
advantages.  Why  now,  there  is  ftealing  i  why  fliould  it  be  thought  a  crime  ? 
When  we  confider  by  what  unjuft  methods  property  has  been  ofi:en  acquired, 
and  that  what  was  unjuftly  got  it  mufl:  be  unjuft  to  keep,  where  is  the  harm- 
in  one  man's  taking  the  property  of  another  from  him  ?  Befides,  Sir, 
when  wc  confider  the  bad  ufe  that  many  people  make  of  their  property,  and 
how  much  better  ufe  the  thief  may  make  of  it,  it  may  be  defended  as  a  very 
allowable  prafticel  Yet,  Sir,  the  experience  of  mankind  has  difcovered 
ftealing  to  be  fo  very  bad  a  thing,  that  they  make  no  fcruple  to  hang  a  man 
for  it.  When  I  was  running  about  thi^  town  a  very  poor  fellow,  I  was  a 
great  arguer  for  the  advantages  of  poverty ;  but  I  was,  at  the  fame  time,  very 
forry  to  be  popr.  Sir,  all  the  arguments  which  are  brought  to  reprefent 
poverty  as  no  evil,  Ihew  it  to  be  cvidendy  a  great  evil.-  You  never  find 
people  labouring  to  convince  you  that  you  may  live  very  happily  upon  a  plen- 
tifiil  fortune.— So  you  hear  people  talking  how  miferable  a  king  muft  bej 
smd  yet  they  all  wifti  to  be  in  his  place."  > 

It  wai  fuggeftaed  that  kings  muft  be  unhappy,    becaufe  they  are  deprived 
©f  the  greateft  of  all  fatisfaftions,  eafy  and  unreferved  fociety.     Johnson. 

«  That 
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17^3*     ^^  That  is  an  ill-founded  notion.     Being  a  king  does  not  exclude  a  man  from 

iEtatl  cl.^  ^"^'^  fociety.     Great  kings  have  always  been  fociaL     The  King  of  Pruflia^ 

the  only  great  king  at  prefent,  is  very  ibcial.     Charles  the  Second,  the  laft 

King  of  England  who  was  a  nian  of"  parts,  was  focial ;  and  our  Henrys  and 

Edwards  were  all  fociaL" 

Mn  Dempfter  having  endeavoured  to  maintain  that  intrmlkk  merit  ought  to 
make  the  only  diftintStion  amongft  mankind.  Johnson.  **  Why,  Sir,  man- 
kind have  found  that  this  cannot  be.  How  ihall  we  determine  the  proportion 
of  intrinfick  merit  ?  Were  that  to  be  the  only  diftindtion  amongft  mankind, 
Wfi  fhould  foon  quarrel  about  the  degrees  of  it.  Were  all  diftindbions  abolifhed, 
lihe  ftrongeft  would  not  long  acquiefce,  but  would  endeavour  to  obtain  a 
fuperiority  by  their  bodily  ftrength.  But,  Sir,  as  fubordination  is  very  necef- 
Ikry  for  fociety,  and  contentions  for  iuperiority  very  dangerous,  mankind, 
that  is  to  fay  all  cLviliied  nations,,  have  fettled  it  upon  a  plain  invariable  prin-> 
ciple.  A  man  is  born  to  hereditary  rank ;  or  his  being  appointed  to  certain 
offices,  gives  him  a  certain  rank.  Subordination  tends  greatly  to  human  hap- 
pinefs.  Were  we  all  upon  an  equality,  wc  ihould  have  no  other  enjoyment 
dian  mere  animal  pleafurc." 

I  faidj  I  confidered  diftinftion  of  rank  to  be  of  lb  much  importance  in 

^  ocivilifed  fociety,  that  if  I  were  aiked  on  the  fame  day  to  dine  with  the  firft 
duke  in  England^  and  with  the  firft  man  in  Britain  for  genius,  I  Ihould  hefi^ 

a  tate  which  to  prefer.  Johnson.  **  To  be  fure.  Sir,  if  you  were  to  dine  only 
Qncc,  and  it  were  never  to  be  -kaown  where  you  dined,  you  would  choofe 
rather  to  dine  with  the  firft  man  for  genius ;  but  to  gain  moft  rcfpeft,  you 
Ihould  din?  with  the  firft  duke  in  England.  For  nine  people  in  ten  that  you 
mciet  with,  would  have  a  higher  opinion  of  you  for  having  dined  with  a  duke ; 
jE^nd  the  great  genius  himfelf  would  receive  you  better,  becaufe  you  had  been 
with  the  great  duke." 

He  took  care  to  guard  himfelf  againft  any  poffiblc  fufpicion  that  his  fettled 
principles  of  reverence  for  rank  and  refpeft  for  wealth  were  at  all  owing  to 
mean  or  interefted  motives ;  for  he  afferted  his  own  independence  as  a  literary 
man.  "  No  man  (faid  he)  who  ever  lived  by  literature,  has  lived  more 
independendy  than  I  have  done.'*  He  faid  he  had  taken  longer  time  than  he 
needed  to  have  done  in  compofing  his  Didtionary.  He  received  our  com- 
pliments upon  that  great  work  with  complacency,  and  told  us  that  the 
Academy  della  Crufca  could  fcarcely  believe  that  it  was  done  by  one  man. 

Next  morning  I  found  him  alone,  and  have  preferved  the  following  frag- 
ments of  his  convcrfation.    Of  a  gendeman  who  was  mentioned,   he  faid, 

« I  have 
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*'  I  have  not  met  with  any  man  for  a  long  time  who  has  given  me  fuch  general 
diiplealure.  He  is  totally  unfixed  in  his  principles,  and  wants  to  puzzle  other 
people."  I  feid,  his  principles  had  been  poifoned  by  a  noted  infidel  writer, 
but  diat  he  was,  neverthelefs,  a  benevolent  good  man.  Johnson.  *^  We  can 
have  no  dependance  upon  that  inftinftive,  that  conftitutional  goodnefs  v^hich 
is  not  founded  upon  principle.  I  grant  you  that  fuch  a  man  may  be  a  very 
amiable  member  of  fociety.  I  can  conceive  him  placed  in  fuch  a  fituation 
that  he  is  not  much  tempted  to  deviate  from  what  is  right ;  and  as  every  man 
prefers  virtue  when  there  is  not  fome  flrong  incitement  to  tranfgrefs  its  pre- 
cepts, I  can  conceive  him  doing  nothing  wrong.  But  if  fuch  a  man  flood  in 
need  of  money,  I  fhould  not  like  to  trufl  him ;  and  I  fhould  certainly  not 
truft  him  with  young  ladies,  for  there  there  is  always  temptation.  Home,  and 
other  fceptical  innovators,  are  vain  men,  and  will  gratify  themfclves  at  any 
cxpcbce.  Truth  will  not  afibrd  fufHcient  food  to  their  vanity;  fb  they  have 
4)etaken  themfclves  to  errour.  Truth,  Sir,  is  a  cow  which  will  yield  fiich 
people  no  more  milk,  and  fo  they  are  gone  to  milk  the  bull.  If  I  could  have 
allowed  mjrfelf  to  gratify  my  vanity  at  the  expence  of  truth,  what  fame  might 
I  have  acquired.  Every  thing  which  Hume  has  advanced  againfl  Chriflianity 
liad  pafled  through  my  mind  long  before  he  wrote.  Always  remember  this, 
"that  after  a  fyflcm  is  well  fettled^ upon  pofitive  evidence,  a  few  partial  objec- 
tions ought  not  to  fhake  it.  The  human  mind  is  fb  limited,  diat  it  cannot 
take  in  all  the  parts  of  a  fubjeft,  fb  that  there  may  be  objections  raifed  againft 
^any  thing.  There  are  objeAions  againfl  a  plenum^  and  objedions  againft  a 
^vacuum  i  yet  one  of  them  mufl  certainly  be  true." 

I  mentioned  Hume's  argument  againfl  the  belief  of  miracles,  that  it  is 
more  probable  that  the  witnefles  to  the  truth  of  them  are  miflaken,  or  fpeak 
falfely,  than  that  the  miracles  fhould  be  true.'  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  the 
great  difficulty  of  proving  miracles  fhould  make  us  very  cautious  in  believing 
-them.  But  let  us  confider ;  although  God  has  made  Nature  to  operate  by 
certain  fixed  laws,  yet  it  is  not  unreafonable  to  think  that  he  may  fufpend 
thofe  laws,  in  order  to  eflablifh  a  fyftem  highly  advantageous  to  mankind. 
Now  the  Chriflian  religion  is  a  mofl  beneficial  fyflem,  as  it  gives  us  light 
and  certainty  where  we  were  before  in  darknefs  and  doubt.  The  miracles 
which  prove  it  are  attefled  by  men  who  had  no  interefl  in  deceiving  us  j 
but  who,  on  the  contrary,  were  told  that  they  fhould  fufFer  perfecution,  and 
did  aftually  lay  down  their  lives  in  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  the  fails  which 
they  afferted.  Indeed,  for  fome  centuries  the  heathens  did  not  pretend  to  deny 
the  miracles  >  but  faid  they  were  performed  by  the  aid  of  evil  fpirits.     This 
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1763.   I  is  a  circumftance  of  great  weight.  Then,  Sir,  when  wc  take  the  proofs  derivect 

^^J^JfTrJ  from  prophecies  which  have  been  fb  exactly  fulfilled,  wc  have  moft  fatisfadory 

evidence.    Suppofing  a  miracle  poflible,  as  to  which,  in  my  opinion^  there 

can  be  no  doubt,  we  have  as  fbong  evidence  for  the  miracles  in  fupport  of 

Ghriftianify,  as  the  nature  of  the  thing  admits." 

At  night,  Mr.  Johnfon  and  I  fupped  in  a  private  room  at  the  Turk's  Head 
coffee-houfe,  in  the  Strand.  "  I  encourage  this  houfe  (laid  he) ;  for  the  nnif- 
trefs  of  it  is  a  good  civil  woman,  and  has  not  much  bufineis." 

"  Sir,  I  love  the  acquaintance  of  young  people  j  becaufe,  in  the  firft  place, 
I  don't  like  to  think  myfelf  ^x)wing .  old.  In  the  next  place,  young 
acquaintances  muft  laft  longeft,  if  they  do  laft  j  and  then.  Sir,  young  men 
have  more  virtue  than  old  men ;  they  have  more  generous  fentiments  in  every 
refpeft.  I  love  the  young  dogs  of  this  age :  they  have  more  wit  and  humour 
and  knowledge  of  life  than  we  had ;  but  then  the  dogs  are  not  fo  good  fcho- 
lars.  Sir,  in  my  early  years  I  read  very  hard.  It  is  a  fad  refleftion,  but  a 
true  one,  that  I  knew  almofl;  as  much  at  eighteen  as  I  do  now.  -  My  judge- 
ment, to  be  fure,  was  not  fo  good;  but,  I  had  all  the  £u5ts.  I  remember 
very  well,  when  I  was  at  Oxford,  an  old  gentleman  faid  to  me,  *  Young 
man,  ply  your  book  diligendy  now,  and  acquire  a  ftock  of  knowledge  -,  for 
when  years  come  upon  you,  you  will  find  that  poring  upon  books  will  be  but 
an  irkfome  talk." 

This  account  of  his  reading,  given  by  himfelf  in  plain  words,  fuificiendy 
confirms  what  I  have  already  advanced  upon  the  difputed  queftion  a^  to  his 
applicadon.  It  reconciles  any  feeming  inconfiftency  in  his  way  of  talking  upon 
it  at  different  dmes ;  and  fhews  that  idlenels  and  reading  hard  were  with  him 
relative  terms^  the  import  of  which,  as  ufed  by  him,  muft  be  gathered  from 
a  companion  with  what  fcholars  of  different  degrees  of  ardour  and  affiduity 
have  been  known  to  do.  And  let  it  be  remembered,  that  he  was  now  talking 
Ipontaneoufly,  and  expreffing  his  genuine  fentiments ;  whereas  at  other  times 
he  might  be  induced  from  his  fpirit  of  contradiftion,  or  more  properly  from 
his  love  of  argumentative  contefl,  to  fpeak  lighdy  of  his  own  application  to 
ftudy.  It  is  pleafing  to  confider  that  the  old  gendeman's  gloomy  prophecy 
as  to  the  irkfomenefs  of  books  to  men  of  an  advanced  age,  which  is  too  often 
fulfilled,  was  fo  &r  from  being  verified  in  Johnfon,  that  his  ardour  for  literature 
never  feiled,.  and  his  lafl  writings  had  more  eafe  and  vivacity  than  any  of  his 
earlier  prodqftions. 

He  mentioned  to  me  now,  for  the  firft  time,  that  he  had  been  diftreft  by 
melancholy^  and  for.  that  reafon  had  been  obliged,  to  fly  from  ftudy  and  medi- 
tation. 


,   / 
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tadon,  to  the  difBpating  variety  of  life.    Againft  melancholy  he  recommended  .  >7^3- 
conftant  occupation  of  mind,^  a  great  deal  of  exercife,  moderation  in  eating  ^£^[JfTT^ 
end  drinking^  and  efpecially  to  fliun  drinking  at  night.     He  iaid  melancholy 
people  were  apt  to  fly  to  intemperance  for  relief^  but  that  it  funk  them  much 
deeper  in  .mifery.    He  obferved^  that  labouring  men  who  work  hard,  and  live 
iparingly>  are  feldom  or  never  troubled  with  low  fjpirits. 

He  again  infifted  on  the  duty  of  maintaining  fiibordination  of  rank.  ^'  Sir> 
I  would  no  more  deprive  a  nd>leman  of  his  refpeft,  than  of  his  money.  I 
confider  myfelf  as  a&ing  a  part  in  the  great  fyfl:em  of  fociety,  and  I  do  to 
others  as  I  would  have  them  to  do  to  me.  I  would  behave  to  a  noble- 
man as  I  fhould  expeA  he  would  behave  to  me,  were  I  a  nobleman  and  he 
Sam.  Johnfbn.  Sir,  there  is  one  Mrs.  Macaulay  *  in  this  town,  a  great  repub- 
lican. One  day  when  I  was  at  her  houfe,  I  put  on  a  very  grave  countenance, 
and  faid  to  hei",  *  Madam,  I  am  now  become  a  convert  to  your  way  of  think- 
ing. I  am  convinced  that  all  mankind  are  upon  an  equal  footing ;  and  to 
give  you  an  unqueflionable  proof.  Madam,  that  I  am  in  eamefl,  here  is  a  very 
fenfible,  civil,  well-behaved  fellow-citizen,  your  footman  j  I  defire  that 
he  may  be  allowed  to  fit  down  and  dine  with  us.'  I  thus.  Sir,  fhewed  her  the 
abfurdity  of  the  leveUing  doftrine.  She  has  never  liked  me  fince.  Sir,  your  ^ 
levellers  wifh  to  level  down  as  fer  as  themfclves  j  but  they  cannot  bear  levelling 
up  to  themfelves. .  They  would  all  have  fome  people  under  them ;  why  not 
then  have  fome  people  above  them  ?"  I  mentioned  a  certain  authour  who 
difgufted  me  by  his  forwardnefs,  and  by  fhewing  no  deference  to  noblemen  into 
v^ofe  company  he  was  admitted.  Johnson.  "Suppofe  a  fhoemaker  fhould 
claim  an  equality  with  him  as  he  does  with  a  Lord ;  how  would  he  flare. 
•  Why,  Sir,  do  you  flare  ?  (fays  the  fhoemaker,)  I  do  great  fervice  to  fociety* 
*Tis  true,  I  am  paid  for  doing  it ;  but  fo  are  you.  Sir :  and  I  am  forry  to  fay 
it,  better  paid  than  I  am,  for  domg  fomething  not  fb  necef&ry.  For  man- 
kind could  do  better  without  your  books,  than  without  my  fhoes.'  Thus, 
Sir,  there  would  be  a  perpetual  flruggle  for  precedence,  were  there  no  fixed 
invariable  rules  for  the  diflindlion  of  rank,  which  creates  ^o  jealoufy,  as  it  is 
allowed  to  be  accidental." 

He  feid.  Dr.  Jofeph  Warton  was  a  very  agreeable  man,  and  his  "  EfTay 
on  the  Genius  and  Writings  of  Pope,**  a  vciy  pleafing  book.  I  wondered 
ihat  he  delayed  fo  long  to  give  us  the  continuation  of  it.     Johnson.  "  Why, 


^  This  9ne  Mrs.  Macanlay  was  the  fame  perfonage  who  afterwards  madeherfelf  fo  much  known 
-as  ^  the  celebrated  femide  hiftorian." 

I  i  a  Sir, 
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Sir,  I  fuppofc  he  finds  himfelf  a  little  difeppointed,  in  not  having  been  able 
to  perfuadc  the  world  to  be  of  his  opinion  as  to  Pope." 

We  have  now  been  fevoured  with  the  concluding  volume,  in  which,  to  ufe 
a  parliamentary  exprefllon,  he  has  explained,  fo  as  not  to  appear  quite  fo  adverfe 
to  the  opinion  of  the  world  concerning  Pope,  as  was  at  firft  thought  j  and  we 
muft  all  agree,  that  his  work  is  a  moft  valuable  acceflion  to  Englifh  literature. 

A  writer  of  deferved  eminence  being  mentioned,  Johnfon  faid,  **  Why, 
Sir,  he  is  a  man  of  good  parts,  but  being  originally  poor,  he  has  got  a  love 
of  mean  company  and  low  jocularity  j  a  very  bad  thing,  Sir.  To  laugh  is 
good,  as  to  talk  is  good.  But  you  ought  no  more  to  think  it  enough  if  you 
laugh,  than  you  are  to  think  it  enough  if  you  talk.  You  may  laugh  in  as 
many  ways  as  you  talk  -,  and  furely  every  way  of  talking  that  is  praftifed  can- 
not be  efteemed." 

I  Ipoke  of  Sir  James  Macdonald  as  a  young  man  of  moft  diftinguilhed 
merit,  who  united  the  higheft  reputation  at  Eton  and  Oxford,  with  the  patri- 
archal Ipirit  of  a  great  Highland  Chieftain.  I  naentioned  that  Sir  James  had 
faid  to  me,  that  he  had  never  feen  Mr.  Johnfon,  but  he  had  a  great  relped  for 
him,  though  at  the  fame  time  it  was  mixed  with  fome  degree  of  terrour.. 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  if  he  were  to  be  acquainted  with  me,  it  might  leflen  both." 

The  mention  of  this  gendeman  led  us  to  talk  of  the  Weftern  Iflands  of 
Scodand,  to  vifit  which  he  expreffed  a  wilh  that  then  appeared  to  me  a  very 
romantick  fancy,  which  I  litde  thou^t  would  be  afterwards  realized.  He  told 
me,  that  his  father  had  put  Martin's  account  of  thofe  iflands  into  his  hands 
when  he  was  very  young,  and  that  he  was  highly  pleaied  with  it  j  that  he  was 
particularly  ftruck  with  the  St.  Kilda  man's  notion  that  the  high  church  of 
Glafgow  had, been  hollowed  out  of  a  rock;  a  circumftance  to  which  old  Mr.. 
Johnfon  had  direded  his  attention.  He  faid,  he  would  go  to  the  Hebrides 
with  me,  when  I  returned  from  my  travels,  unlefs  fome  very  good  companioa 
fliould  offer  when  I  was  abfcnt,  which  he  did  not  think  probable;  adding, 
•*  There  are  few  people  to  whom  I  take  fo  much  to  as  you.'*  And  when  I 
.talked  of  my  leaving  England,  he  fjud,  with  a  very  afFeftionate  air,  "  My 
dear  Bofwell,  I  fliould  be  very  unhappy  at  parting,  did  I  think  we  were  not 
to  meet  again," — I  cannot  too  often  remind  my  readers,  that  although  fuch 
inftances  of  his  kindnefs  are  doubdefs  very  flattering  to  me,  yet  I  hope  my 
recording  them  will  be  afcribed  to  a  better  motive  than  to  vanity  j  for  they 
afibrd  unqueftionable  evidence  of  his  tendernefs  and  complacency,  which  fome, 
while  they  were  forced  to  acknowledge  his  great  powei's,  have  been  fo  ftrenuous 
to  deny. 

He 
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He  maintained^  that  a  boy  at  fchool  was  the  happieft  of  human  beings.  I  '765. 
iupported  a  diflFcrent  opinion^  from  which  I  have  never  yet  varied,  that  a  man  ^JSJJfTJ, 
is  happier  1  and  I  enlarged  upon  the  anxiety  and  fufFerings  which  are  endured 
at  fchool.  JoHNSoif.  "  Ah  !  Sir,  a  boy's  being  flogged  is  not  fo  fevere  as  a 
man's  having  the  hife  of  the  world  againft  him.  Men  have  a  folicitude  about 
feme ;  and  the  greater  (hare  they  have  of  it,  the  more  afraid  they  are  of  lofing 
it."  I  filcntly  afked  myfelf,  "  Is  it  pofTible  that  the  great  Samuel  Johnfon 
really  entertains  any  fuch  apprehenfion,  and  is  not  confident  that  his  exalted 
£ime  is  eftablifhed  upon  a  foundation  never  to  be  fhaken  ? " 

He  this  evening  drank  a  bumper  to  Sir  David  Dalrymple,  as  a  man  of 
worth,  a  icholar,  and  a  wit. — "  I  have  (faid  he)  never  heard  of  him  except 
from  you;  but  let  him  know  my  opinion  of  him:  for  as  he  does  not  (hew 
himfelf  much  in  the  world,  he  (hould  have  the  praife  of  the  few  who  hear  of 
him." 

On  Tuefday,  July  16,  I  found  Mr.  Johnfon  alone.  It  was  a  very  wet  day, 
and  I  again  complained  of  the  difagreeable  efFefts  of  fuch  weather.  Johnson^  • 
^^  Sir,  this  is  all  imagination,  which  phyficians  encourage ;  for  man  lives  iir 
air,  as  a  fifh  lives  in  water ;  fo  that  if  the  atmolphere  prefs  heavy  from  above, 
there  is  an  equal  refiftance  from  below.  To  be  fure,  bad  weather  is  hard  upon 
people  who  are  obliged  to  be  abroad ;  and  men  cannot  labour  fo  well  in  the 
open  air  in  bad  weather,  as  in  good^.  but>  Sir>  a  fmith  or  a  tailor^  whofe 
work  is  within  doors,  will  fiirely  do  as  much  in  rainy  weather  as  in  fair.  Some 
very  delicate  frames,  indeed,  may  be  affedcd  by  wet  weather,  but  not  com- 
mon conftitutions." 

We  talked  of  the  education  of  children ;  and  I  afked  him  what  he  thought 
was  befl  to  teach  them  firft.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  it  is  no  matter  what  you 
teach  them  firfl,  any  more  than  what  leg  you  fhall  put  into  your  breeches  fiift. 
Sir,  you  may  fkand  difputing  which  is  befl  to  put  in  firfl,  but  in  the  mean^ 
time  your  breech  is  bare.  Sir,  while  you  are  confidering  whicb.of  two  things 
you  ihould  teach  your  child  firft,  another  boy  has  learnt  them  both." 

On  Thurfday,  July  28,  we  again  fupped  in  private  at  the  Turk's  Head 
coffec-houfe.  Johnson.  "  Swift  has  a  higher  'reputation  than  he  deferves. 
His  excellence  is  fb-ong  lenfe  j  for  his  humour,  though  very  well,  is  not 
remarkably  good.  I  doubt  whether  the  '  Tale  of  a  Tub '  be  his ;  for  he  never 
owned  it,  and  it  is  much  above  his  ufual  manner*." 

• 

*  This  opinionr  was  given  by  him  more  at  bige  at  a  fiibiequent  period.    See  '*  Journal  of  a- 
Tour  to  the  Hebrides,"  3d  edit.  p.  32. 

"  Thomfon* 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON^ 

«<  Thomfon^  I  thinks  had  as  much  of  the  poet  about  him  as  moft  writers* 
Every  thing  appeared  to  him  through  the  medium  of  his  £iyourite  purfuit. 
He  could  not  have  viewed  thole  two  candles  burning  but  with  a  poetical 

*<  Has  not a  great  deal  of  wit.  Sir  ?  '*    Johnson.  "  I  do  not  think 

fo.  Sir.  He  is,  indeed,  continually  attempting  wit,  but  he  Ms.  And  I  have 
no  more  pleafure  in  hearing  a  man  attempting  wit  and  failing,  than  in  feeing 
a  man  trying  to  leap  over  a  ditch  and  tumbling  into  it.^' 

He  laughed  heardly,  when  I  mentioned  to  him  a  faying  of  his  concerning 
Mr.  Thomas  Sheridan,  which  Foote  took  a  wicked  pleaiure  to  circulate. 
<^  Why,  Sir,  Sherry  is  dull,  naturally  dull ;  but  it  muft  have  taken  him  a 
great  de^l  of  pains  to  become  what  we  now  fee  him.  Such  an  excels  of 
ftupidity.  Sir,  is  not  in  Nature."—"  So  (faid  he,)  I  allowed  him  all  his  own 
merit" 

He  now  added,  ^'  Sheridan  cannot  bear  me.  I  bring  his  declamation  to  it 
point.  I  alk  him  a  plain  queftion,  ^  What  do  you  mean  to  teach  ? '  Befides, 
Sir,  what  influence  can  Mr.  Sheridan  have  upon  the  language  of  this  great 
country  by  his  narrow  exertions.  Sir,  it  is  burning  a  farthing  candle  at  Dover,. 
to  fliew  light  at  Calais/* 

Talking  of  a  young  man  who  was  uneafy  from  thinking  that  he  was  very 
deficient  in  learning  and  knowledge,  he  faid,  '^  A  man4ias  no  reaibn  to  com- 
plain who  holds  a  middle  place  and  has  many  below  him ;  and  perhaps  he  has 
not  fix  of  his  years  above  him  i— perhaps  not  one.  Though  he  may  not  know 
any  thing  perfectly,  the  general  mafs  of  knowledge  that  he  has  acquired  is 
confiderable.    Time  will  do  for  him  all  that  is  wanting.^' 

The  converfation  then  took  a  philofbphical  turn.  Johnson.  *^  Human 
experience,  which  is  conftantly  contradidting  theory,  is  the  great  teft  of  truths 
A  fyftem,  built  upon  the  difcoveries  of  a  great  many  minds,  is  always  of  more 
ibengdi,  than  what  is  produced  by  the  mere  workings  of  any  one  mind, 
which,  of  itfeliQ  can  do  litde.  There  is  not  fo  poor  a  book  in  the  world  but 
what  would  be  a  prodigious  effort  were  it  wrought  out  entirely  by  a  fingle 
J3nind,  without  the  aid  of  prior  invefligators.  The  French  writers  are  fuper- 
iicial,  becaufe  they  are  not  fcholars,  and  fo  proceed  upon  the  mere  power  of 
iheir  own  minds;  and  we  fee  how  very  litde  power  they  have." 

**  As  to  the  Chriftian  religion.  Sir,  befides  the  ftrong  evidence  which  we 
Jiave  for  it,  there  is  a  balance  in  its  favour  from  the  number  of  great  men 
^ho  have  been  convinced  of  its  truth,  after  a  lerious  confideration  of  the 
queftion.    Grotius  was  an  acute  man^  a  lawyer,  a  man  accuftomed  to  examine 

4  evidence. 
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evinencfy  and  he  was  convinced.  Grotius  was  not  a  reclufe>  but  a  man  6[ 
the  world,  who  certainly  had  no  bias  to  the  fide  of  religion.  Sir  Ifaac  Newton 
fet  out  an  infidel,  and  came  to  be  a  very  firm  believer." 

He  this  evening  again  recommended  to  me  to  perambulate  Spain  ^  I  faid  it 
would  amufe  him  to  get  a  letter  fi-om  me  dated  at  Salamancha.  Johnson.  "  I 
love  the  Univerfity  of  Salamancha ;  for  when  the  Spaniards  were  in  doubt  as. 
to  the  lawfiilnefs  of  their  conquering  America,  the  Univerfity  of  Salamancha 
gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  it  was  not  lawfiil.''  He  ipoke  this  with  great 
emotion,  and  with  that  generous  warmth  which  difbated  the  lines  in  his 
"  London,'*  againft  Spaniih  encroachment. 

I  expreflcd  my  opinion  of  my  friend  Derrick  as  but  a  poor  writer* 
Johnson.  "  To  be  fure.  Sir,  he  is  -,  but  you  are  to  confider  that  his  being  a 
literary  man  has  got  for  him  all  that  he  has.  It  has  niade  him  King  of  Bath, 
Sir,  he  has  nothing  to  fay  for  himfelf  but  that  he  is  a  writer.  Had  he  not 
been  a  writcr>  he  muft  have  been  fweeping  the  croffings  in  the  flxeets,  and 
aflcing  hal^ence  fi-om  every  body  that  paft." 

In  juftice,  however,  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Derrick,  who  was  my  firft  tutor 
in  the  ways  of  London,  and  flicwed  me  the  town  in  its  variety  of  depart- 
ments, both  literary  and  iportive,  the ,  particulars  of  which  Dr.  Johnfom 
advifed  me  to  put  in  writing,  it  is  proper  to  mention  what  Johnfon,  at  a  fiib- 
fequent  period,  faid  of  him  both  as  a  writer  and  an  editor.  "  Sir,  I  have  often 
faid,  that  if  Derrick's  letters  had  been  written  by  one  of  a  ^nore  eftablifhed 
name,  they  would  have  been  thought  very  prett^  letters '."  And,  "  I  fent 
Derrick  to  Dryden*s  relations  to  gather  materials  for  his  life  j  and  I  believe  he- 
got  all  that  I  myfelf  (hould  have  got'." 

Poor  Derrick!  I  remember  him  with  kindnefs.  Yet  I  cannot  with-hold 
from  my  readers  a  pleafant  humourous  fally  which  could  not  have  hurt  him 
had  he  been  alive,  and  now  is  perfectly  harmlefs.  In  his  coUeftion  of  poems,, 
there  is  one  upon  entering  the  harbour  of  Dublin,  his  native  city,,  after  a  long, 
abfence.     It  begins  thu^ : 

"  Eblana !  much  lov'd  city,  hail ! 
«  Where  firft  I  faw  die  li^t  of  day."" 

'  I  fully  intended  to  have  followed  advice  of  fuch  weight ;  bat  having  (bad  much  longer  both 
k  Germany  and  Italy  thin  I  propofed  to  do,  and  having  alfo  vifited  Corfica,  I  foand  that  I  had. 
exceeded  the  time  allowed  me  by  my  father,  and  haftened  to  France  in  my  way  homewards* 

'  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebridet,.  3d  edit.  p.  104.  '  Ibid»  p»  142. 

And 
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»7^5'     And  after  z  folcmn  refledtion  on  his  bcmg  *^  numbered  widi  forgotten  dead/*! 
litatt^  there  is  the  following  ftanza : 

<^  Unlcfs  my  lines  protraft  my  fame, 

*^  And  thofe,  who  chance  to  read  diem,  cry, 

*'  I  knew  him  I  Derrick  was  his  name, 
"  In  yonder  tomb  his  afhes  lie/' 

Which  was  thuis  happily  parodied  by  Mr.  John  Home,  to  whom  wc  owe  tfie 
beautiful  and  padietick  tragedy  of  "  Douglas :" 

*^  Unleis  my  deeds  protraft  my  fame, 

**  jind  be  who  pajfes  fadly  fings^   , 
**  I  knew  him !    Derrick  was  his  name, 

"  On  yonder  tree  his  carcafe  /wings  /" 

I  doubt  much  whedier  die  amiable  and  ingenious  authour  of  thefe  burlefque 
lines  will  recoUeft  them,  for  they  were  produced  extempore  one  evening  while 
he  and  I  were  walking  together  in  the  dining-room  at  Eglintoune  caille,  in 
1760,  and  I  have  never  mentioned  them  to  him  fince. 

Johnfon  faid  once  to  me,  "  Sir,  I  honour  Derrick  for  his  prefence  of  mind. 
One  night,  when  Floyd  %  another  poor  authour,  was  wandering  about  the 
ftreets  in  the  night,  he  found  Derrick  faft  afleep  upon  a  bulk ;  upon  being 
fuddenly  waked,  Derrick  ftarted  up,  *  My  dear  Floyd,  I  am  lorry  to  fee  you 
in  this  deftitute  ftate  i  will  you  go  home  with  me  to  my  lodgings  ?** 

I  again  begged  his  advice  as  to  my  method  of  ftudy  at  Utrecht*^  "  Come, 
(faid  he)  let  us  make  a  day  of  it.  Let  us  go  down  to  Greenwich  and  dine, 
-  and  talk  of  it  there."     The  following  Saturday  was  fixed  for  this  excurfion. 

As  we  walked  along  the  Strand  to-night,  arm  in  arm,  a  woman  of  the  town 
accoiled  us,  in  the  ufual  enticing  manner.  "  No,  no,  my  girl,  (faid  Johnfon,) 
it  won't  do."  He,  however,  did  not  treat  her  with  harihnefs,  and  we  talked 
of  the  wretched  life  of  fuch  women  5  and  agreed,  that  much  more  mifcry  than 
happinefs,  upon  the  whole,  is  produced  by  illicit  commerce  between  the  fexes. 

On  Saturday,  July  30,  Dr.  Johnfon  and  I  took  a  fculler  at  the  Temple- 
ilairs,  and  fet  out  for  Greenwich.  I  afked  him  if  he  really  thought  a  know- 
ledge of  the  Greek  and  Xatin  languages  an  effential  requifite  to  a  good 
education.  Johnson.  "  Moft  certainly.  Sir.  For  thofe  who  know  them 
have  a  very  great  advantage  over  thofe  who  do  not.  Nay,  Sir,  it  is  won- 
derfol  what  a  difference  learning  makes  upon  people  even  in  the  commoa 

'  He  publilhed  a  biographical  woik,  containing  an  account  of  eminent  writers^  in  tbre^  vols.  8vo» 

intcrcourfc 
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intcrcourfe  of  life,  which  docs  not  appear  to  be  much  conncded  with  it."      n^s- 

^^  And  yet,  (faid  I)  people  will  go  through  the  world  very  weU,  and  carry  on  the  ^tau  54. 

bufinefi  of  life  to  good  advantage,  without  learning."   Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir, 

that  may  be  true  in  cafes  where  learning  cannot  pofllibly  be  of  any  ufe  j  for 

inftance,  this  boy  rows  us  ^  well  without  learning,  as  if  he  could  fing  the  fong 

of  Orpheus  to  the  Argonauts,  who  were  the  firft  failors."     He  then  called  to 

the  boy,  "  What  would  you  give,  my  lad,  to  know  about  the  Argonauts  ?" 

"  Sir,  (faid  the  boy,)  I  would  give  what  I  have."     Johnfon  was  much  pleafed 

with  his  anfwer,  and  we  gave  him  a  double  fare.     Mr.  Johnfon  then  turning 

to  me,  "  Sir,  (faid  he)  a  dcfire  of  knowledge  is  the  natural  feeling  of  mankind  j 

and  every  human  being,  whofe  mind  is  not  debauched,  will  be  willing  to  give 

all  that  he  has  to  get  knowledge." 

We  landed  at  the  Old  Swan,  and  walked  to  Billinglgate,  where  we  took. 
6ars,  and  moved  fmoothly  along  the  filver  Thames.  It  was  a  very  fine 
day.  We  were  entertained  with  the  immenfe  number  and  variety  of  (hips 
that  were  lying  at  anchor,  and  with  the  beautiful  country  on  each  fide  of  the 
river. 

I  talked  of  preaching,  and  of  the  great  fiiccefs  which  thofe  called  Methodifls* 
have.     Johnson.  **  Sir,  it  is  owing  to  their  exprefling  themfelves  in  a  plain 

and 

^  All  who  are  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of  Religion,  (the  moft  important,  faitly,  that  con- 
cerns the  haman  mind  J  know  that  the  appellation  of  MethoJifts  was  firft  given  to  a  fociety  of 
ftudents  in  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  who  about  the  year  1730,  were  difltnguifhed  by  an  earneft 
and  methodical  attention  to  devout  exercifes.  This  difpofition  of  mind  is  not  a  novelty  or 
peculiar  to  any  fed,  but  has  been,  and  (till  may  be  found,  in  many  Chriflians  of  every  denomi- 
nation. Johnfon  himfelf  was,  in  a  dignified  manner,  a  Methodift.  In  his  Rambler,  No«  110, 
he  mentions  with  rcfpcft  **  the  whole  difciplinc  of  regulated  piety ;"  and  in  his  '•  Prayers  and 
Meditations,'*  nuny  inftances  occur  of  his  anxious  examination  into  his  fpiritual  Hate*  That  thk 
religious  earneftnefs,  and  in  particular  an  obfervation  of  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit^  has 
fometimes  degenerated  into  folly,  and  fometimes  been  counterfeited  for  bafe  purpofes,  cannot  be 
denied.  But  it  is  not,  therefore,  fair  to  decry  it  when  genuine*  The  principal  argument  in 
reafon  and  good  fenfe  againft  methodifm  is,  that  it  tends  to  debafe  human  nature,  and  prevent  the 
generous  exertions  of  goodnefs,  by  an  unworthy  fuppofition  that  God  will  pay  no  regard  to  them, 
although  it  is  pofitively  faid  in  the  fcriptures  that  he  "  will  reward  every  man  according  to  his 
works."  But  I  am  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  do  juftice  to  ihofc  whom  it  is  the  falhion 
to  ridicule,  without  any  knowledge  of  their  tenets ;  and  this  I  can  do  by  quoting  a  pafTagc 
from  one  of  their  beft  apologias,  Mr.  Milner,  who  thus  exprefles  their  dodrine  upon  this 
fubjed.  •'  Juilified  by  faith,  renewed  in  his  faculties,  and  conftrained  by  the  love  of  Chrift, 
their  believer  moves  in  the  fphere  of  love  and  gratitude,  and  all  his  dutiet  flow  more  or  lefs  from 
Xhis  principle.     And  though  they  are  accumulating  for  him  in  heaven  a  treafure  af  blifs  proportioned  to 
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»7^3-  tnd  &mi\m  manner,  which  is  the  only  way  to  do  good  to  the  common  people^ 
^w«^54*/^^  wloich  clergymen  of  genius  and  learning  ought  to  do  from  a  principle  of* 
'  duty^  when  it  is  fuited  to  their  congre^tions  j  a  pradtice,  for  which  they  will 
be  praifed  by  men  of  fenfe^  To  infift  againft  drunkennefs  as  a  crime,  becaufe 
it  dcbafes  Reafon,  the  nobleft  faculty  of  man,  would  be  of  no  fervicc  to  the 
common  people  :  but  to  tcU  them  that  they  may  die  in  a  fit  of  drunkennefs, 
and  (hew  them  how  dreadful  that  would,  be,  cannot  faU  to  make  a  deep 
impreflion.  Sir,  when  your  Scotch  clergy  give  up  their  homely  manner, 
religion  will  foon  decay  in  that  country."  Let  this  obfervadon,  as  Johnfoa 
pcieant  it,  be  ever  remembered 

I  was  much  pleafed  to  find  myfelf  with  Johnfon  at  Greenwich,  which  he 
celebrates  in  his-  "  London"  as  a  fevourite  fcenc*  I  had  the  poem  in  my 
pocket,  and  read  the  lines  aloud  with  enthufiafin : 

» 

«*  On  Thames*s  banks  in  filcnt  thought  we  ftood» 
**  Where  Greenwich  finiles  upon  the  filver  flood : 
*'  Pleas^  with  the  feat  which  gave  Eliza  birth, 
**  We  kneel,  and  kifs  the  confecrated  earth." 

He  remarked  that  the  Ihufturc  of  Greenwich  hoipital  was  too  magmficent 
for  a  place  of  charity,  and  that  its  parts  were  too  much  detached  to  make  one 
great  whole. 

Buchanan,^  he  faid,  was  a  very  fine  poet ;  and  obfcrved,  that  he  was  the 
firft  who  complimented  a  lady,  by  afcribing  to  her  the  different  perfeftions  of 
the  heathen  goddefles  s  bui:  that  Johnfton  improved  upon  this,,  by  makmg  his 
lady,  at  the  fame  time,  free  from  their  defe6ts.> 

He  dwelt  upon  Buchanan's  elegant  verfes  to  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  Nympba 
CdedonUr  &c.  *nd  Ipoke  with  cnthufiafin  of  the  beauty  of  Latin  verfe* 
*<  All  the  modern  languages  (faid  he)  cannot  furnifh  fo  melodious  a  line  as 

•  Formojam  refonare  doces  AmariUida  filvas^^ 

Afterwards  he  entered  upon  the  bufintis  of  the  day,  which  was  to  give 
me  his  adx^ce  as  to  a  courfe  of  ftudy.    And  here  I  am  to  mention  with  much 

bit  faiihfulne/s  and  aBivky^  and  U  is  by  no  means  mconfifttnt  njokh  hit  principles  to  feel  the  fine  of  this 
conjideration,  yet  love  itfelf  fwcctens  every  duty  to  his  mind ;  and  he  thinks  there  is  no  abfurdity 
in  his  feeling  the  love  of  God  as  the  grand  commanding  principle  of  his  life/'  Effajt  onfroeral 
feligiotts  SuhjeSis,  Vc,  by  Jo/epb  Milner,  A.  M.  Mafiet  of  the  Grammar  School  of  KengfioH'tepon* 

Hull,  i^9$,  /.  lu 

regret^ 
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regret,  that  my  record  of  what  he  iaid  is  miferabty  fcanty.  I  rccoHcft  with  t^6s. 
admiration  an  animating  blaze  of  eloquence,  which  roufed  every  intelleftual  ]^tai.  54. 
power  in  me  to  the  higheft  pitch,  but  muft  have  dazzled  me  ib  much,  that  my 
memory  could  not  preferve  the  fubftance  of  his  diicourle }  for  the  note  which 
i  find  of  it  is  no  more  than  this  : — "  He  ran  over  the  grand  fcale  of  human 
knowledge ;  advifed  me  to  feleft  fome  particular  branch  to  excel  in,  but  to 
acquire  a  little  of  every  kind."  The  defeat  of  my  minutes  will  be  fully  fupplied 
by  a  long  letter  upon  the  /iibje£t  which  he  favoured  me  with,  after  I  had 
been  fome  time  at  Utrecht,  and  which  my  readers  will  have  the  pleafure  to 
perufe  in  its  proper  place. 

We  walked  in  the  evening  in  Greenwich  Park.  He  afkcd  me,  I  fuppofe 
by  way  of  trying  my  difpofition,  "  Is  not  this  very  fine  ?"  Having  no  exqui- 
fite  relifh  of  the  beauties  of  Nature,  and  being  more  delighted  with  "  the 
bufy  hum  of  men,"  I  anfwered,  "  Yes,  Sir  5  but  not  equal  to  Flcet-ftreet/* 
Johnson.  "  You  are  right,  Sir." 

I  am  aware  that  many  of  my  readers  may  cenfure  my  want  of  tafte.  Let 
me,  however,  Ihelter  myfelf  under  the  authority  of  a  very  faihionable  Baronet 
in  the  brilliant  world,  who,  on  his  attention  being  called  to  the  fragrance  of 
a  May  evening  in  the  country,  obferved,  ^*  This  may  be  very  well  j  but,  for 
my  part,  I  prefer  the  fmell  of  a  flambeau  at  the  play-houfe." 

We  ftaid  fo  long  at  Greenwich,  that  our  fail  up  the  river,  in  our  return  to 
London,  was  by  no  means  fb  pleaiant  as  in  the  mormng ; .  for  the  night  air 
was  fo  cold  that  it  made  me  fhiver.  I  was  the  more  fenfible  of  it  from  having, 
fat  up  all  the  night  before,  recolledting  and  writing  in  my  journal  what  I  thought 
worthy  of  prefervation ;  an  exertion,  which,  during  the  firft  par^  of  my 
acquaintance  with  Johnfon,  I  frequently  made.  I  remember  having  fat  up 
feur  nights  in  one  week,  without  being  much  incommoded  in  the  day  time. 

Johnfon,  whofe  robuft  frame  was  not  in  the  lead  affefted  by  the  cold, 
fcolded  me,  as  if  my  fhivering  had  been  a  paltry  effeminacy,  laying,  "  Why 
do  you  Ihiver  ?"  Sir  William  Scott,  of  the  Commons,  told  me,  that  when 
he  complained  of  a  head-ach  in  the  pofl-chaife,  as  they  were  travelling  toge- 
riier  to  Scodand,  Johnfon  treated  him  in  the  fame  manner :  "  At  your  age. 
Sir,  I  had  no  head-ach."  It  is  not  eafy  to  make  allowance  for  fenfations  in 
others,  which  we  ourfelves  have  not  at  the  rime.  We  muft  all  have  experienced 
how  very  difFerendy  we  are  affefted  by  the  complaints  of  our  neighbours,  when 
we  arc  well  and  when  we  are  ill.  In  full  health,  we  can  fcarcely  believe  that  they 
iufier  much ;  fo  feint  is  the  image  of  pain  upon  our  imagination :  when 
^ftcned  by  ficknefe,  we  readily  fympathize  with  the  fulFcrings  of  others. 
:  K  k  2  We    - 
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We  concluded  the  day  at  the  Turk*s  Head  cofi5^-houfe  very  focially. 
was  pleafed  to  liften  to  a  particular  account  which  I  gave  him  of  my  family, 
and  df  its  hereditary  eftate,  as  to  the  extent  and  population  of  which  he  afked 
queftions,  and  made  calculations ;  recommending,  at  the  fame  time,  a  liberal 
kindnefs  to  the  tenantiy,  as  people  over  whom  the  proprietor  was  placed  by 
Providence.  He  took  delight  in  hearing  my  defcription  of  the  romantick 
feat  of  my  anceftors.  «^  I  muft  be  there.  Sir,  (faid  he)  and  we  will  live  in 
the  old  caftle ;  and  if  there  is  not  a  room  in  it  remaining,  we  will  build  one." 
I  was  highly  flattered,  but  could  fcarcely  mdulge  a  hope  that  Auchinleck 
would  indeed  be  honoured  by  his  prefence,  and  celebrated  by  a  defcription,, 
as  it  afterwards  was,  in  his  "  Journey  to  the  Weftern  Iflands." 

After  we  had  again  talked  of  my  fetting  out  for  Holland,  he  faid  "  I  muft 
fee  thee  out  of  England  ;  I  will  accompany  you  to  Harwich."  I  could  not 
find  words  to  exprels  what  I  felt  upon  this  •  unexpefted  and  very-  great  mark 
of  his  afieftionate  regard. 

Next  day,  Sunday,  July  31,  I  told  him  I  had  been  that  morning  at  a 
meeting  of  the  people  called  Quakers^  where  I  had  heard  a  woman  preach^ 
Johnson.  ^'  Sir,  a  woman's  preaching  is  like  a  dog's  walking  on  his  hinder 
legs.     It  is  not  done  well ;  but  you  are  furprized  to  find  it  done  at  all." 

On  Tuefday,  Auguft  2y  (the  day  of  my  departure  from  London  having, 
been  fixed  for  the  5th, )r  Dr.  Johnfon  did  me  the  honour  to  pafs  a  part  of  the 
morning  with  me  at  my  Chambers.  He  faid,  that  ^^  he  always  felt  an  incli- 
nation to  do  nothing."  I  obferved,  that  it  was  ftrange  to  think  that  the  moft 
indolent  man  in  Britain  had  written  the  moft  laborious  work,  The  English^ 
Dictionary.. 

I  mentioned  an  imprudent  pubEcation,  by  a  certain  friend  of  his,  at  an  early 
period  of  life,  and  afked  him  if  he  thought  it  would  hurt  him.  Johnson.. 
**  No,  Sirj  not  much.     It  may,  perhaps,  be  mentioned  at.  an  election." 

I  had  now  made  good  my  title  to  be  a  privileged  man,  and  was  carried  by^ 
him  in  the  evening  to  drink  tea  with  Mifs  Williams,  whom,  though  under 
the  misfortune  of  having  loft  her  fight,  I  found  to  be  agreeable  in  conver- 
fation  5  for  Ihe  had  a  variety  of  literature,  and  cxprefled  herfelf  well ;  but  her 
peculiar  value  was  the  intimacy  iji  which  fhe  had  long  lived  with  Johnfon,  by 
which  ihe  was  weU  acquainted  with  his  habits^  and  knew  how  to  lead  him  on 
to  talk. 

After  tea  he  carried  me  to  what  he  called  his  walk,  which  was  a  long  narrow, 
paved  court  in  the  neighbourhood,  overlhadowed  by  fome  trees.  There  we. 
launtercd  a  confiderable  timci   and  I  complained  to  him  that  my  love  o£ 
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London   and  of  his  company  was   fuch,   that  I  fhrunk  almoft  from   the     »7^3* 
thought  of  going  away  even  to  travel,  which  is  generally  fo  much  defused  by  ^J^JJfTl! 
young  men.     He  roufed  me  by  manly  and  fpirited  converfation.     He  advifed 
me,  when  fetded  in  any  place  abroad,  to  ftudy  with  an  eagernefs  after  know- 
ledge, and  to  apply  to  Greek  an  hour  every  day ;  and  when  I  was  moving 
about,  to  read  diligendy  the  great  book  of  mankind. 

On  Wednefday,  Auguft  3,  we  had  our  laft  focial  evening  at  the  Turk's 
Head  cofFee-houfe,  before  my  letting  out  for  foreign  parts.     I  had  the  mif- 
fortune,  before  we  parted,  to  irritate  him  unintentionally.     I  mentioned  to 
him  how  common  it  was  in  the  world  to  tell  abfurd  (lories  of  him,  and  to 
afcribe  to  him  very  ftrange  fayings.     Johnson.  "  What  do  they  make  me 
fay.  Sir?'*    Boswell.  "  Why,  Sir,  as  an  inftance  very  ftrange  indeed,  (laugh.- 
ing  heartily  as  I  Ipoke,)  David  Humei  told  me,  you  faid  that  you  would  fland 
before  a  battery  of  cannon,  to  reftore  the  Convocation  to  its  fiill  powers."—- 
Little  did  I  apprehend  that  he  had  afbually  faid  this ;  but  I  was  foon  convinced- 
of  my  errour  -,  for,  with  a  determined  look,  he  thundered  out,  "  And  would. 
I  not.  Sir  ?     Shall  the  Preftjyterian  Kirk  of  Scotland  have  its  General  Aflem- 
bly,  and  the  Church  of  England  be  denied  its  Convocation  ?"      He  was     ^ 
walking  up  and  down  the  room  while  I  told  him  the  anecdote ;  but  when  he  .  ^ 
uttered  this  explofion  of  high-church  zeal,  he  had  come  clofe  to  my  chair^ 
and  his  eyes  flafhed  with  indignation.     I  bowed  to  the  ftorm,  and  diverted  the. 
force  of  it,   by  leading  him  to  expatiate  on  the  influence  which  religion  • 
derived  from  maintaining  the  church  with  great  external  refpedtability. 

I  muft  not  omit  to  mention  that  he  this  year  wrote  "  The  Life  of  Afcham,t'* 
and  the  Dedication  to  the  Earl  of  Shafteft)ury,f  prefixed  to  the  edition  of 
that  writer's  Englifh  works,  publifhed  by  Mr.  Bennet. 

On  Friday,  Auguft  5,  we.  fet  out  early  in  the  morning  in  the  Harwich 
ftage  coach.  A  fat  elderly  gentlewoman,  and  a  young  Dutchman^,  feemed  die, 
moft  inclined  ainbng  us  to  converfation.  At  the  inn  where  we  dined,  .the  gende— 
woman  faid  that  Ihe  had  done  her  beft  to  educate  her  children  j.  and,  particu-- 
larly,  that  (he  had  never  fufFered  them  to  be  a  moment  idle.  Johnson.  "  L 
wifh.  Madam,  you  would  educate  mc.too;  for  I- have  been  an  idle  fellow  all 
my  life.'*  "  I  am  fure^  Sir,  (faid  fhe)  you  have  not  been  idle."  Johnson.. 
"Nay,  Madam,  it  is  very  true ;  and  that  gendeman.  there  (pointing  to  me,  ^^ 
has  been  idle.  He  was  idle  at  Edinburgh.  His  father  fent  him  to  Giafgow, 
where  "he  continued  to  be  idle.  He  then  came  to  London,  where  he  has 
been  Very  idle  -,  and.aow  he  is  going  to  Utrecht^  where  he  will  be  as  idle  a$ 
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1763.  ever/'  I  alked  him  privately  how  he  could  expofe  mo  {o^  Johnsow .  "  Poh, 
MmTci.  P^^ '  (^^*^  ^^)  ^^y  ^^^^  nothing  about  you,  and  will  think  of  it  no  more.** 
In  the  afternoon  the  gentlewoman  talked  violently  againft  the  Roman  Catho* 
licks,  and  of  the  horrours  of  the  Inquifuion.  To  the  utter  aftoniihment  of 
all  the  pafiengers  but  myfelf^  who  knew  that  he  could  talk  upon  any  fide  of  a 
queflion>  he  defended  the  Inquifition>  and  maintained,  that  *^  falfe  do£brine  (hould 
be  checked  on  its  firft  appearance  j  that  the  civil  power  fhould  unite  with  the 
church  in  punifhing  thole  who  dared  to  attack  the  eilabliflied  religion,  and  that 
fuch  only  were  punifhed  by  the  Inquifition."  He  had  in  his  pocket  "  Poptpmius 
Mela  defitu  Qrhis^^  in  which  he  read  occafionally,  and  feemcd  very  intent  upon 
ancient  geography.  Though  by  no  means  niggardly,  his  attention  to  what 
was  generally  right  was  fo  minute,  that  having  obferved  at  one  of  the  ftagcs 
that  I  oftentatioufly  gave  a  Ihilling  to  the  coachman,  when  the  cuftom  was  for 
^ach  paflcnger  to  give  only  fix-ptnce,  he  took  me  afide  and  Icolded  me,  faying 
that  what  I  had  done  would  make  the  coachman  dif&tisfied  with  all  the  reft 
of  the  paflengers,  who  gave  him  no  more  than  his  due.  This  was  a  juft 
reprimand  j  for  in  whatever  way  a  man  may  indulge  his  generofity  or  his  vanity 
in  (pending  his  money,  for  the  fake  of  others  he  ought  not  to  raife  the  price 
of  any  article  for  which  there  is  a  conftant  demand. 

He  talked  of  Mr.  Blacklock*s  poetry,  fo  far  as  it  was  defcriptive  of  vifiblc 
objefts ;  and  obferved,  that  "  as  its  authour  had  the  misfortune  to  be  blind, 
we  may  be  abfolutely  fure  that  fuch  paflages  are  combinations  of  what  he 
has  remembered  of  the  works  of  other  writers  who  could  fee.  That  foolifk 
fellow  Spence  has  laboured  to  explain  philofophically  how  Blacklock  may 
have  done,  by  means  of  his  own  faculties,  what  it  is  inapoflible  he  fhould 
do.  The  folution,  as  I  have  given  it,  is  plain.  Suppofc,  I  know  a  man  to 
be  fo  lame  that  he  is  abfolutely  incapable  to  move  himfclf,  and  I  find  him  in 
a  different  room  from  that  in  which  I  left  him  j  fhall  I  puzzle  myfelf  with  idle 
conjectures,  that,  perhaps,  his  nerves  have  by  fome  unknown  change  all  at 
once  become  effeftive  ?  No,  Sir;  it  is  clear  how  he  got  into  a  different  room. 
'  He  was  carried^'* 

Having  (topped  ^  night  at  Colchefter,  Johnfon  talked  of  that  town 
with  veneration,  for  having  flood  a  fiege  for  Charles  the  Firft.  The  Dutch- 
man alone  now  remained  with  us.  He  fpoke  Englifh  tolerably  well  j  and 
dunking  to  recommend  himfelf  to  us  by  expatiating  on  the  fuperiority  of 
the  criminal  jurUprudence  of  this  country  over  that  of  Holland,  he  inveighed 
againft  the  barbarity  of  putting  an  accufed  pcrfbn  to  the  torture,  in  or^r  to 
force  a  confcffion.     But  Johnfon  was  as  ready  for  this,  as  for  the  Inquifition, 

4  "Why^ 
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*  Why,  Sir,  you  do  not,  I  find,  underftand  the  law  of  your  own  country.  The      17^5- 
torture  in  Holland  is  confidered  as  a  favour  to  an  accufed  perfon ;  for  no  man  ^^JJ^TT 
is  put  to  die  torture  there,  unkfs  there  is  as  much  evidence  againft  him  as 
would  amount  to  conviction  in  England.     An  accufed  perfon  among  you> 
therefore,  has  one  chance  more  to  efcape  punifhment,^  than  thofe  who  are  tried 
anK)ng  us," 

At  fupper  this  night  he  talked  of  good  eating  with  uncommon  fatisfaftion. 
*^  Some  people  (faid  he,)  have  a  fbolifh  way  of  not  minding,  or  prettoding  not 
to  mind,  what  they  eat.  For  my  part,  I  mind  my  belly  very  ftudioufly,  and  very 
•carefully;  for  I  look  upon  it,  that  he  who  does  not  mind  his  belly  will  hardly 
mind  any  thing  elfc."  He  now  appeared  to  me  Jean  Bull  fhilofopbe^  and  he 
was,  for  the  moment,*  not  only  ferious  but  vehement.  Yet  I  have  heard  him, 
upon  other  oceafions,  talk  with  great  contempt  of  people  who  were  anxious  tO' 
gradfy  their  palates  j  and  the  206th  number  of  his  Rambler  is  a  mafterly  effay 
againft  gulofity.  His  pra£tice,  indeed,  I  mud  acknowledge,  may  be  con- 
fidered as  calling  the  balance  of  his  different  opinions  upon  this  fubjed ;  for  I 
never  knew  any  man  who  relifhed  good  eating  more  than  he  did*  When  at 
table,  he  was  totally  abforbed  in  the  bufmefs  of  the  moment  j  his  looks  feemed  • 
rivetted  to  his  plate ;  nor  would  he,  unlels  when  in  very  high  company,  fay 
one  word,  or  even  pay  the  leaft  attention  to  what  was  faid  by  others,  till  he 
had  fatisfied  his  appetite,  which  was  fo  fierce,  and  indulged  with  fuch  intcnfe- 
nefs,  that  while  in  the  adt  of  eating,  the  veins  <rf"  his  forehead  fwelled,  and ' 
generally  a  ftrong  peripiration  was  vifible.  To  thofe  whofe  fcnfations  were 
•delicate,  this  could  not  but  be  dilgufting  1  and  it  was  doubdefs  not  very  fuit- 
able'to  the  character  of  a.  philofopher,  who  fhoukiv  be  diftiriguifhed'  by  felf- 
command.  But  it  muft  be  owned>  that  Johnfon,  though  he  could  be  rigidly 
^ftetniousy  was  pot  a  temperate  man  either  in  eating  or  drinking.  He  could 
refiain>  but  he  could  not  ufe  moderately.  He  told  me,  that  he  had  fiifted 
two  days  without  inconvenience,  and  that  he  had  never  been  hungry  but  once. 
They  who  beheld  with  wonder  how  much  he  eat  upon  all  oceafions  when  his 
dinner  was  to  his  tafte,  could  not  eafily  conceive  what  he  muft  have  meant  by 
hunger;  and  not  only  was  he  remarkable  for  the*extraordinary  quantity  which  he 
cat,  but  he  was,  or  aflfcdted  to  be,  a  man  of  very  nice  difcemment  in  the 
fcience  of  cookery.  He  ufed  to  defcant  crincally  on  the  difties  which  had  been 
at  table  where  he  had  dined  or  fopped,  and  to  recoUeft  very  minutely  what  he 
had  liked.  I  remember,  when  he  was  in  Scodand,  his  praifing  "  Gordon* s 
palaies^^  (a  difti  of  palates  at  the  Honourable  Alexander  Gordon's,)  with  a 
warmth  of  expreflion  which  might  have  doiiie  honour  to  more  important 

fubjefts*. 
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'7^3-      lubjefts.  "  As  for 's  imitation  of  a  made  dijh  it  was  a  wretched  attempt.** 

iEm.  cZ  H^  about  the  fame  time  was  fo  much  difpleafed  with  the  performances  of  a 
nobleman's  French  cook,  that  he  exclaimed  with  vehemence,  "  I'd  throw  fuch 
a  rafcal  into  the  river  j'*  and  he  then  proceeded  to  alarm  a  lady  at  whde  houie 
he  was  to  fup,  by  the  following  manifefto  of  his  (kill :  "  I,  Madam,  who  live 
at  a  variety  of  good  tables,  am  a  much  better  judge  of  cookery,  than  any 
perfon  who  has  a  very  tolerable  cook,  but  lives  much  at  home  \  for  his  palate 
is  gradually  adapted  to  the  tafte  of  his  cook  \  whereas.  Madam,  in  trying  by 
a  wider  range,  I  can  more  exquiHtely  judge."  When  invited  to  dine,  even  with 
an  intimate  friend,  he  was  not  pleafed  if  fomething  better  dian  a  plain  dinner 
was  not  prepared  for  him.  I  have  heard  him  fay  on  fuch  an  occifion,  "  This 
was  a  good  dinner  enough,  to  be  fure ;  but  it  was  not  a  dinner  to  ^  a  man 
«."  On  the  other  hand,  he  was  wont  to  cxprefs,  with  great  glee,  his  fatif- 
faction  when  he  had  been  entertained  quite  to  his  mind.  One  day  when  he 
had  dined  with  his  neighbour  and  landlord  in  Bolt-court,  Mr.  Allen,  the 
printer,  whofe  old  houfekeeper  had  ftudied  his  tafte  in  every  thing,  he  pro- 
nounced this  eulogy,  "  Sir,  we  could  not  have  had  a  better  dinner  had  there 
been  a  Synod  of  Cooks. ^* 

While  we  were  left  by  ourfelves,  after  the  Dutchman  had  gone  to  bed. 
Dr.  Johnfon  talked  of  that  ftudied  behaviour  which  many  have  recommended 
and  praftifed.  He  difapproved  of  it ;  and  faid,  "  I  never  confidered  whether  I 
Ihould  be  a  grave  man,  or  a  merry  man,  but  juft  let  inclination,  for  the  time, 
have  its  courfe."  ^ 

He  flattered  me  withfome  hopes  that  he  would,  in  the  courfe  of  the  follow- 
ing fummer,  come  over  to  Holland,  and  accompany  me  in  a  tour  through 
the  Netherlands. 

I  teized  him  with  fanciful  apprehenfions  of  unhappinefs.     A  moth  having 

fluttered  round  the  candle,  and  burnt  itfelf,  he  laid  hold  of  this  little  inci- 

J       dent  to  admonifh  me  j  faying,  with  a  fly  look,   and  in  a  folemn  but  quiet 

tone,  "  That  creature  was  its  own  tormentor,  and  I  believe  its  name  was 

BOSWELL." 

Next  day  we  got  to  Harwich  to  dinner ;  and  my  paflage  in  the  packet- 

'  boat  to  Helvoetfluys  being  fecured,  and  my  baggage  put  on  board,  we  dined 

at  our  inn  by  ourfelves.     I  happened  to  fay  it  would  be  terrible  if  he  fliould 

not  find  a  fpeedy  opportunity  of  returning  to  London,  and  be  confined  to  fb 

1       dull  a  place.     Johnson.  "  Don't,  Sir,  accuftom  yourfelf  to  life  big  words 

I       for  little  matters.     It  would  not  be  terrible^  though  I  were  to  be  detained 

fome  time  here."    The  praftice  of  ufing  words  of  dilproportionate  magnitude; 

is. 
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tudc,  is,  no  doubt)  too  frequent  every  where  j  but,  I  think,  moft  remarkable      »76j- 
among  the  French,   of  which,  all  who  have  travelled  in  France  mull  have  ^tat"  c^. 
been  ftnick  with  innumerable  inftances. 

We  went  and  looked  at  the  church,  and  having  gone  into  it  and  walked  up 
to  the  altar,  Johnfon,  whofe  piety  was  conftant  and  fervent,  fcnt  me  to  my 
knees,  faying,  **  Now  that  you  are  going  to  leave  your  native  country,  recom- 
mend yourfelf  to  the  proteftion  of  your  Creator  and  Redeemer." 
.  After  we  came  out  of  the  church,  we  flood  talking  for  fome  rime  together 
of  Biihop  Berkeley's  ingenious  fophillry  to  prove  the  non-exillence  of  matter, 
and  that  every  thing  in  the  univerfe  is  merely  ideal.  I  obferved,  that  though 
we  are  fatisfied  his  dodlrine  is  not  true,  it  is  impoflible  to  refute  it  I  never 
fliall  forget  the  alacrity  with  which  Johnfon  anfwered,  ftriking  his  foot  with 
mighty  force  againll  a  large  flone,  till  he  rebounded  from  it,  "  I  refute  it  /A«j," 
This  was  a  flout  exemplification  of  the  firfi  truths  of  Pare  Botiffiery  or  the 
mginal  principles  of  Reid  and  of  Beattie ;  without  admitting  which,  we  can  no 
more  argue  in  metaphyficks,  dian  we  can  argue  in  mathematicks  without 
axioms.  To  me  it  is  not  conceivable  how  Berkeley  can  be  anfwered  by  pure 
reafbning.  But  I  know  that  the  nice  and  difficult  tafk  was  to  have  been  under- 
taken by  one  of  the  m<^  luminous  minds  of  the  prefent  age  i  had  not  politicks 
'*  turned  him  from  calm  philolbphy  afide."  What  an  admirable  diiplay  of 
*fubtilty,  united  with  brilliance,  might  his  contending  with  Berkeley  have 
afforded  us !  How  mufl  we,  when  we  refie<Sl  on  "the  lofs  of  fuch  an  intel- 
k£lual  feafl,  regret  that  he  fhould  be  charafterifed  as  the  man, 

"  Who  born  for  the  univerfe  narrowed  his  mind, 

*'  And  to  party  gave  up  what  was  meant  fpr  mankind  ? " 

My  revered  friend  walked  down  with  me  to  the  beach,  where  we  embraced 
and  parted  with  tendemefs,  and  engaged  to  correfpond  by  letters.  I  faid,  "  I 
4iope,  Sir,  you  will  not  forget  me  in 'my  abfence."  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir, 
it  is  more  likely  you  fhould  forget  me,  than  that  I  fhould  forget  you."  As 
the  vefTel  put  out  to  fea,  I  kept  my  eyes  upon  him  for  a  confiderable  time, 
while  he  remained  rolling  his  majeflick  frame  in  his  ufual  manner  i  at  lafl  I  ^ 
perceived  him  walk  back  into  the  town,  and  he  difappeared, 

Utrecht  feeming  at  firfl  very  dull  to  me,  after  the  animate!  fcenes  of 
London,  my  fpirits  were  grievoufly  afFedledj  and  I  wrote  to  Johnfon  a 
plaintive  and  defponding  letter,  to  which  he  paid  no  regard.  Afterwards, 
when  I  had  acquired  a  firmer  tone  of  nnind,  I  wrote  him  a  fecond  letter, 

L 1  cxprefling 
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»7^5-     exprcfling  much  anxiety  to  hear  from  him.    At  length  I  received  the  follow-* 
jExzu  54.   '^S  epiftlc,  which  was  of  important  fervice  to  me,  and,  I  truft,  will  be. fa 
alfo  to  many  others. 

j4  Mr.  Mr.  Boswelx,  d  la  Cour  de  VEtnfereury  Utrecht. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"YOU  are  not  to  think  yourfelf  forgotten,  or  criminally  negkjfted, 
that  you  have  had  yet  no  letter  from  me.  I  love  to  fee  my  friends,  to  hear 
from  them,  to  talk  to  them,  and  to  talk  of  them,;  but  it  is  not  without  a 
confiderable  effort  of  refolution  that  I  prevail  upon  myfelf  to  write.  I  would 
not,  however,  gratify  my  own  indolence  by  the  omiffion  of  any  important 
duty,  or  any  office  of  real  kindnefs. 

"  To  tell  you  that  I  am  or  ai^i  not  well,  that  I  have  or  have  not  been  in 
the  country, .  that  I  drank  your  health  in  the  room  in  which  we  fat  laft  together, 
and  that  your  acquaintance  continue  to  Q)eak  of  you  with  their  former  kind- 
nefs, topicks  with  which  thofe  letters  are  commonly  filled  which  arc  written 
only  for  the  fake  of  writing,  I  feldom  Ihall  think  worth  communicating ;  but 
if  I  can  have  it  in  my  power  to  calm  any  harraffing  difquict,  to  excite  any 

N  virtuous  defire,  to  redtify  any  important  opinion,  or  fortify  any  generous  refo- 
lution, you  need  not  doubt  but  I  fhall  at  leafl  wifh  to  prefer  the  pleafure  of 
gratifying  a  fnend  much  lefs  eflcemed  than  yourfelf,  before  the  gloomy  calm 
of  idle  vacancy.  Whether  I  Ihall  eafily  arrive  at  an  exaft  punduality  of 
correfpondcnce,  I  cannot  tell.  I  Ihall,  at  prefent,  expert  that  you  will  receive 
this  in  return  for  two  which  I  have  had  from  you.  The  firfl,  indeed,  gave 
me  an  account  fo  hopelefs  of  the  ftate  of  your  mind,  that  it  hardly  admitted 
or  deferved  an  anfwer  i  by  the  fecond  I  was  much  better  pleafed :  and  the 
pleafure  will  flill  be  increafed  by  fuch  a  narrative  of  the  progrcfs  of  your 
fludies,  as  may  evince  the  continuance  of  an  equal  and  rational  application  of 
your  mind  to.  fomc  ufeful  enquiry. 

,         **  You  will,  perhaps,  wifh  to  afk,  what  (ludy  I  would  recommend.     I  fhall 
%     not  fpeak  of  theology,  becaufe  it  ought  not  to  be  confidered  as  a  queftion 
whether  you  fhall  endeavour  to  know  the  will  of  God. 

"  I  fhall,  therefore,  confider  only  fiich  fludies  as  we  are  at  liberty  to  purfue 
or  to  negleft  j  and  of  thefe  I  know  not  how  you  will  make  a  better  choice, 
tlian  by  fhidying  the  civil  law>  as  your  fethcr  advifes,  and  the  ancient  languages, 
as  you  had  determined  for  yourfelf  ^   at  Icaft  rcfolve,  while  you  remain  in  any 

4  fetded 
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fctded  rcfidcncc,  tP  Ipcnd  a  certam  number  of  hours  every  day  amongfl:  your  *7^i* 
books.  The  dilfipation  of  thought,  of  which  you  complain,  is  nothing  more  '^tau  f  4. 
than  the  vacillation  of  a  mind  fufpendcd  between  different  motives,  and 
changing  its  direftion  as  any  motive  gains  or  lofcs  ftrength.  If  you  can  but 
kindle  in  your  mind  any  ftrong  defire,  if  you  can  but  keep  predominant  any 
wilh  for  fome  particular  excellence  or  attainment,  the  gufts  of  imagination  will 
break  away,  without  any  efFe6t  upon  your  condudt,  and  commonly  widiout 
any  traces  left  upon  the  memory. 

"  There  lurks,  perhaps,  in  every  human  heart  a  defire  of  diftinftion, 
which  inclines  every  man  firft  to  hope,  and  then  to  believe,  that  Nature  has 
given  him  fomething  peculiar  to  himfelf.  This  vanity  makes  one  mind  nurfe 
averfions,  and  another  aftuate  delires,  till  they  rife  by  art  much  above  their 
original  ftate  of  power ;  and  as  affeftation,  in  time,  improves  to  habit,  they 
at  teft  tyrannife  over  him  who  at  firft  encouraged  them  only  for  fhow.  Every 
defire  is  a  viper  in  the  bofom,  who,  while  he  was  chill,  was  harmlefs ;  but 
when  warmth  gave  him  ftrength,  exerted  it  in  poifbn.  You  know  a  gentle- 
man, who,  when  firft  he  fet  his  foot  in  the  gay  world,  as  he  prepared  himfelf 
to  whirl  in  the  vortex  of  pleafiire,  imagined  a  total  indifierence  and  univerfal 
negligence  to  be  the  moft  agreeable  concomitants  of  youth,  and  the  ftrongeft 
indication  of  an  airy  temper  and  a  quick  apprehenfion.  Vacant  to  every 
objedl,  and  fenfible  of  every  impulfe,  he  thought  that  all  appearance  of  dili- 
gence would  deduct  fomething  from  the  reputation  of  genius  -,  and  hoped  that 
he  ihould  appear  to  attain,  amidft  all  the  eafe  of  careleflhe&  and  all  the  tumult 
of  diverfion,  that  knowledge  and  thofe  accompliihments  which  mortals  of  the 
common  fabrick  obtain  only  by  mute  abftradion  and  folitary  drudgery.  He 
tried  this  fcheme  of  life  awhile,  was  made  weary  of  it  by  his  fenfe  and  his 
virtue,  he  then  wifhed  to  return  to  his  ftudies ;  and  finding  long  habits  of  idle* 
nefs  and  pleafiire  harder  to  be  cured  than  he  expeded,  ftill  willing  to  retain 
his  claim  to  fome  extraordinary  prerogatives,  refolved  the  common  confe- 
,  quences  of  irregularity  into  an  unalterable  decree  of  dcftiny,  and  concluded 
that  Nature  had  originally  formed  him  incapable  of  rational^  employment. 

*'  Let  all  fuch  fancies,  illufive  and  deftruftive,  be  baniihed  henceforward 
fiiom  jrour  thoughts  for  ever.  Refolve,  and  keep  your  refolution;  choofe, 
and  purfue  your  choice.  If  you  fpend  thb  day  in  ftudy,  you  will  find  your- 
felf  ftill  more  able  to  ftudy  to-morrow ;  not  that  you  are  to  cxpeft  that  you 
ihall  at  once  obtain  a  complete  viitory.  Depravity  is  not  very  eafily  over- 
come. Refolution  will  fometimes  relax,  and  diligence  will  fometimes  be 
interrupted  i  but  let  no  accidental  iiirprize  or  deviation,  whether  ihort  or  long, 

JLl  2  diipofe 
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176+.  prefi,  (1790,)  the  following  perfons,  now  dead,  were  members  of  it:  Mr. 
^t3i7.  cc.  Dunning,  (afterwards  Lord  Afhburton,.)  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr-  Garrick,  Dr.  Shipley 
Bilhop  of  St.  Afaph,  Mr.  Vcfey,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Warton.  The  prefent 
members  are.  Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Langton,  Dr.  Percy 
Bifhop  of  Dromore,  Dr.  Barnard  Bilhop  of  Killaloe,  Dr.  Marlay  Bilhop  of 
Clonfert,  Mr.  Fox,  Dr.  George  Fordyce,  Sir  William  Scott,  Sir  Jofeph 
Banks,  Sir  Charles  Bunbury,  Mr.  Windham  of  Norfolk,  Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr. 
Gibbon,  Dr.  Adanri  Smith,  Lord  Charlemont,  Sir  Robert  Chambers,  Sir 
William  Jones,  Mr.  Colman,  Mr.  Steevens,  Dr.  Bumey,  Dr.  Jofeph  Warton, 
Mr.  Malone,  Lord  Oflbry,  Lord  Spencer,  Lord  Lucan,  .Lord  Palmerfton, 
Lord  Elliot,  Lord  Macartney,  Mr.  Richard  Burke,  junior.  Sir  William 
Hamilton,  Dr.  Warren,  Mr.  Courtenay,  and  the  writer  of  this  account. 

Sir  John  Hawkins'  reprefents  himfdf  as  a  ^^ /eceder*^  from  this  fociety, 
and  afligns  as  the  reafon  of  his  **  withdrawing**  himftlf  from  it,  that  its  late 
hours  were  inconfiftent  with  his  domeftick  arrangements.  In  this  he  is  not 
accurate ;  for  the  fa6t  was,  that  he  one  evening  attacked  Mr.  fiurke  in  io  rude 
a  manner,  that  all  the  company  teftified  their  dilpleafure ;  and  at  their  next 
meeting  his  reception  was  fuch,  that  he  Aever  dame  again  ^ 

He  is  equally  inaccurate  with  relpeft  to  Mr.  Garrick,  of  whom  he  iaysj^ 
**  he  trufted  that  the  leaft  intimation  of  a  defire  to  come  among  us,  would 
procure  him  a  ready  admiflion  5  but  jn  this  he  was  miftaken.  Johnlbn  con- 
fulted  me  upon  it ;  and  when  T  could  find  no  objedtion  to  receiving  him, 
exclaimed, — *  He  will  difturb  us  by  his  buffoonery/ — ^and  afterwards  fo 
managed  matters,  that  he  was  never  formally  propofed,  and,  by  confequence, 
never  admitted  K** 

In  juftice  both  to  Mr.  Garrick  and  Dr.  Johnlbn,  I  think  it  neceflary  to 
rectify  this  mif-ftatement.  The  truth  is,  that  not  very  long  after  the  infK^ 
tution  of  our  club.  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  was  Ipeaking  of  it  to  Garrick.  **  I 
like  it  much,  (faid  he,)  I  think  I  fhall  be  of  you."  When  Sir  Jolhua  men- 
tioned this  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  he  was  much  dilpleafed  with  the  aftor's  conceit. 
•  •'  He*U  be  ofusy  (faid  Johnfon,)  how  does  he  know  we  will  permit  him  ?  The 
firft  duke  in  England  has  no  right  to  hold  fuch  language."  However,  when 
Garrick  was  regularly  propofed  fome  time  afterwards,  Johnfon,  though  he 
had  taken  a  momentary  offence  at  his  arrogance,  warmly  and  kindly  fupportcd 
him,  and  he  was  accordingly  ele£ted,  was  a  mod  agreeable  member>  and 
continued  to  attend  our  meetings  to  the  time  of  his  death. 

^  Life  of  Johnfon*  p,  42 5,  ^  From  Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds. 

'  Life  of  Johnfon,  p.  425. 
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Mrs;  Piozzi*  has  alfo  given  a  fimilar  mifreprcfcntation  of  Johnfon's  treat*      1764. 
ment  of  Garrick  in  this  particular^  as  if  he  had  ufed  thefe  contemptuous  ^^f^ 
cxprelBons:   *Mf  Garrick  does  apply.  Til  black-ball  hini.—— Surely,  one' 
ought  to  fit  in  a  fociety  like  ours. 


^  Unelbow'd  by  a  gamefter,  pimp,  or  player. 


>9 


I  am  happy  to  be  enabled  by  fuch  unqueftioitable  authority  as  that  of  Sir 
Jofhua  Reynolds,  as  well  as  from  my  own  knowledge,  to  vindicate  at  once 
the  heart  of  Johnfon  and  the  focial  merit  of  Garrick. 

In  this  year,  except  what  he  may  have  done  in  revifing  Shakfpeare,  we  do 
not  find  that  he  laboured  much  in  literature.  He  wrote  a  review  of  Grainger's 
**  Sugar  Cane,  a  Poem,"  in  the  London  Chronicle.  He  told  me,  that  Dr. 
Percy  wrote  the  greatefl:  part  of  this  review ;  but,  I  imagine,  he  did  not 
recoUcdt  it  diftinftly,  for  it  appears  to  be  moftly,  if  not  altogether^-  his  own. 
He  alfo  wrote  in  the  Critical  Review^  an  account  f  of  Goldfmith's  excellent 
poem,  "  The  Traveller." 

The  eafe  and  independence  to  which  he  had  at  laft  attained  by  royal  muni- 
ficence, increafed  his  natural  indolence.  In  his  *^  Meditations"  he  thus 
accufes  hinnfelf :  *'  Good  Friday,  April  ao,  1764.  I  have  made  no  reforma- 
tion ;  I  have  lived  totally  ufelefs,  more  fenfual  in  thought,  and  more  addifted 
to  wine  and  meat  ^."  And  next  morning  he  thus  feelingly  complains :  "  My 
indolence,  fince  my  laft  reception  of  the  facrament,  has  funk  into  grofler 
fluggifhnels,  and  my  diflipation  ipread  into  wilder  negligence.  My  thoughts 
have  been  clouded  with  fcnfuality ;  and,  except  that  from  the  beginning  of  this 
year  I  have,  in  fbme  meafure,  forborne  excefs  of  ftrong  drink,  my  appetites 
have  predominated  over  my  reafbn.  A  kind  of  ftrange  oblivion  has  over- 
Ipread  me,  fo  that  I  know  not  what  has  become  of  the  laft  year ;  and  perceive 
that  incidents  and  intelligence  pafs  over  me,  without  leaving  any  impreflion.*' 
He  then  folemnly  fays,  "  This  is  not  the  life  to  which  heaven  is  promifed  *  i** 
and  he  eameflly  refolves  on  amendment.  ' 

It  was  his  cuftom  to  obferve  certain  days  with  a  pious  abftraftionj  viz. 
New-year's-day,  the  day  of  his  wife's  death.  Good  Friday,  Eafter-day,  and 
his  own  birth-day.  He  this  year  fays,  "  I  have  now  Ipent  fifty-five  years  in 
refolvmg ;  having,  from  the  earlieft  time  almoft  thai  I  can  remember,  been 
forming  fchemes  of  a  better  life.  I  have  done  nothing.  The  need  of  doing, 
therefore,  is  prefling,  fince  the  time  of  doing  is  ftiort.     O  Gop,  gra^t  me  to 

•  Letters  to  and  from  Dr.  Johnfon*    Vol.  II.  p.  278. 

'  Prayers  and  Meditationsj  p.  50.  *  Ibid.  p.  ^u 
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rcfolve  aright,  and  to  keep  my  refolutions,  for  Jesus  Christ's  fake.  AmenV* 
Such  a  tendernefs  of  confcience,  fuch  a  fervent  defire  of  improyemcnt,  will 
rarely  be  found.  It  is,  furely,  not  decent  in  thofe  who  are  hardened  in  indif- 
ference to  Ipiritual  improvement,  to  treat  this  pious  anxiety  of  Johnfon  with 
contempt. 

About  this  timt  he  was  afflided  with  a  very  fevere  return  of  the  hypochon- 
driack  diforder,  which  was  ever  lurking  about  him.  He  was  fo  ill,  as,  not- 
withftanding  his  remarkable  love  of  company,  to  be  entirely  averfe  to  fociety, 
the  moft  fatal  fymptom  of  that  malady.  Dr.  Adams  told  me,  that,  as  an 
old  friend,  he  was  admitted  to  vifit  him,  and  that  he  found  him  in  a  deplorable 
ftate,  fighing,  groaning,  talking  to  himfelf,  and  reftlefsly  walking  from  room 
to  room.  He  then  ufed  this  emphatical  expreflJon  of  the.mifery  which  he  felt : 
*'  I  would  confent  to  have  a  limb  amputated  to  recover  my  fpirits."' 

Talking  to  himfelf  was,  indeed,  one  of  his  fingularities  ever  fince  I  knew 
him.  I  was  certain  that  he  was  frequendy  uttering  pious  ejaculations,  for 
fragments  of  the  Lord's  Prayer  have  been  diftinftly  overheard. '  His  friend 
Mr.  Thomas  Davies,  of  whom  Churchill  fays, 

'^  That  Davies  hath  a  very  pretty  wife  :'* 

when  Dr.  Johnfon  muttered  "  lead  us  not  into  temptation,'*  ufed  with  wag- 
.gifh  and  gallant  humour  to  whifper  Mrs.  Davies,  "  You,  my  dear,  are  the 
caufe  of  this." 

He  had  another  particularity,  of  which  none  of  his  friends  ever  ventured 
,to  aflc  an  explanation.  It  appeared  to  me  feme  fuperftitious  habit,  which 
he  had  contradted  early,  and  from  which  he  had  never  called  upon  his 
reafon  to  dif-entangle  him.  This  was  his  anxious  care  to  go  out  or  in 
at  a  door  or  paflage,  by  a  certain  number  of  fteps  from  a  certain  point,  or 
at  leaft  fo  as  that  either  his  right  or  his  left  foot,  (I  am  not  certain  which,) 
Ihould  conftandy  make  the  firft  aftual  movement  when  he  came  clofe  to  the 
door  or  paflage.  Thus  I  conjecture :  for  I  have,  upon  innumerable  occafions, 
obferved  him  fuddenly  fl:op,  and  then  fcem  to  count  his  fteps  with  a  deep 
earneftneis  j  and  when  he  had  negleded  or  gone  wrong  in  this  fort  of  magical 
movement,  I  have  feen  him  go  back  again,  put  himfelf  in  a  proper  pofture 
to  begin  the  ceremony,  and,  having  gone  through  it,  break  from  his  abftrac- 
tion,  walk  brifkly  on,  and  join  his  companion.  A  ftrange  inftance  of  fome- 
thing  of  this  nature,  even  when  on  horfeback,  happened  when  he  was  in  dve 

'  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p.  58. 
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ide  of  Sky  *.    Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  has  obferved  him  to  go  a  good  way  about,      '7^4- 
rather  than  crofs  a  particular  alley  in  Lcicefter-ficlds ;    but  this  Sir  Jofhua  ^^at.  55. 
imputed  to  his  having  had  fome  difagreeabl?  recolleftion  afTociated  with  it. 

That  the  mbft  minute  fingularities  which  belonged  to  him,  and  made  very 
obfervable  parts  of  his  appearance  and  manner,  may  not  be  omitted,  it  is 
requifite  to  mention,  that  while  talking  or  even  mufing  as  he  fat  in  his  chair, 
he  commonly  Ihook  his  head  in  a  tremulous  manner,  moving  his  body  back-, 
wards  and  forwards,  and  rubbing  his  left  knee  in  the  fame  dire6kion,  with  the 
palm  of  his  hand.  In  the  intervals  of  articulating  he  made  various  founds 
with  his  mouth,  fometimes  as  if  ruminating,  or  what  is  called  chewing  the  cud, 
fometimes  giving  a  half  whiftle,  fometimes  making  his  tongue  play  backwards 
Ifrom  the  roof  of  his  mouth,  as  if  clucking  like  a  hen,  and  fometimes  pro- 
truding it  againft  his  upper  gums  in  front,  as  if  pronouncing  quickly  under 
his  breath,  too^  tooy  too:  all  this  accompanied  fometimes  with  a  thoughtful 
look,  but  more  frequently  with  a  fmile. 

I  am  folly  aware  how  very  obvious  an  occafion  I  here  give  for  the  fneer- 
ing  jocularity  of  fuch .  as  have  no  relifli  of  an  ex^ft  likenefs  i  which,  to 
render  complete,  he  who  draws  it  muft  not  difdain  the  flighteft  ftrokes.  But 
if  witlings  fhould  be  inclined  to  attack  this  account,  let  them  have  the  candour 
to  quote  what  I  have  offered  in  my  defence. 

He  was  for  fome  time  in  the  fummer  at  Eafton  Maudit,  Northamptonlhire, 
on  a  vifit  to  the  Reverend  Dr.  Percy^  now  Bifhop  of  Dromore.  Whatever 
diflarisfadtion  he  felt  at  what  he  conlidered  as  a  flow  progrefs  in  intelledual 
improvement,  we  find  that  his  heart  was  tender,  and  his  affc(Sdons  warm>  as 
appears  from  the  following  very  kind  letter ; 

To  Joshua  Reynold.*,  Efq.  in  Leicejier-Fteldsj  London.- 

<*  Dear  Sir, 

•^  I  D I D  not  hear  of  your  ficknefs  till  I  heard  likewife  of  your  reco- 
very, and  therefore  efcaped  that  part  of  your  pain,  which  every  man  muft 
.feel,  to  whom  you  are  known  as  you  are  known  to  me. 

"  Having  had  no  particular  account  of  your  diforder,  I  know  not  in  what 
ftate  it  has  left  you.  If  the  amufement  of  my  company  can  exhilarate  the 
languor  of  a  flow  recovery,  I  will  not  delay  a  day  to  come  to  you  5  for  I 
know  not  how  I  can  fo  efFeftually  promote  my  own  pleafurc  as  by  pleafing 

■  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,  jd  edit.  p.  316. 

M  m  you. 
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yi)u,  or  my  own  intereft  as  by  preferving  you,  in  \«rhom,  if  I  Iho^ld  tofe  you, 
I  fliould  lofe  almoft  the  only  man  whom  I  call  a  friend. 

"  Pray  let  me  hear  of  you  from  yourfelf,  or  from  dear  Mils  Reynolds* 
Make  my  compliments  to  Mr.  Madge.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  afie&ionate 

"  And  moft  humble  fervant, 

•' At  the  Rev.  Mr. Percy's,  at  Eafton  *      «  Sam.  Johnson.'* 

Maudit,  Northamptonfhiie,    (by 
Caftle  Afliby,)  Aug.  19,  1764." 

1765.  Early  in  the  year  1765  he  paid  a  fliort  vifit  to  the  Univerfity  of  Cam- 

bridge, with  his  friend  Mr.  Beauclerk.  There  is  a  lively  pidurelque  account 
*  of  his  behaviour  on  this  vifit,  in  the  Gendeman's  Magazine  for  March  1785, 
being  an  extraft  of  a  letter  from  the  late  Dr.  John  Sharp.  The  two  following 
fentences  are  very  charafteriftical :  "  He  drank  his  large  potations  of  tea  with 
me,  interrupted  by  many  an  indignant  contradiftion,  and  many  a  noble  fend- 
n^ent."— — "  Several  perfons  gpt  into  his  company  the  laft  evening  at  Trinity^ 
where,  about  twelve,  he  began  to  be  very  great ;  ftripped  poor  Mrs.  Macaulay 
to  the  very  Ikin,  then  gave  her  for  his  toaft,  and  drank  her  in  two  bumpflrs."  ■ 

The  ftri6tnefs  of  his  felf-examinadon  and  fcrupulous  Chriftian  humility, 
appear  in  his  pious  meditation  on  Eafter-day  this  year. — "  I  purpofe  again  to 
partake  of  the  blefled  facrament ;  yet  when  I  confider  how  vainly  I  have 
hitherto  refolved  at  this  annual  commemoration  of  my  Saviour's  death,  to 
regulate  my  life  by  his  laws,  I  am  almoft  afraid  to  renew  my  relblutions  *." 

No  man  was  more  gratefully  fenfible  qf  any  kiadnefs  done  to  him  than 
Johnfon.  There  is  a  litde  circumftance  in  his  diary  this  year,  which  fliews^ 
him  in  a  very  amiable  light. 

"  July  2*  I  paid  Mr.  Simpfon '  ten  guineas,  which  he  had  formerly  lent 
me  in  my  neceflity,  and  for  which  Tetty  expreffed  her  gratitude.'* 

^*  July  8.    I  lent  Mr.  Simpfon  ten  guineas  more.'* 

Here  he  had  a  pleafing  opportunity  of  doing  the  fame  kindnefs  to  an  old 
friend,  which  he  had  formerly  received  from  him.  Indeed  his  liberality  as  ta 
money  was  very  remarkable.  The  next  article  in  his  diary  is,  **  July  i6^  t 
received  fevcnty-five  pounds.     Lent  Mr,  Davies  twenty-five.." 

^  Prayers  and  Meditatioasy  p.  6r. 

^  Jofeph  Simpfon,  Efq»  mentioned, in  p.  188.  He  wrote  a  tragedy  entitled  '•  T^c  Patriot;**' 
in  which  Dr.  Johnfon  having  made  fome  corredlions^  advantage  was  takea  of  this  circumftance 
after  his  death,  and  the  piece  falfely  publifhed  under  his  name. 

4  He 
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He  appears  this  jrcar  to  have  been  feized  with  a.  temporary  fit  of  ambition,      '7^5* 
for  he  had  thoughts  both  of  ftudying  law  artd  of  engaging  in  •politicks.     His  ^^x.  56. 
**  Prayer  before  the  Study  of  Law''  is  truly  admirable  : 

"  Sept.  26,  1765. 

**  Almighty  God,  the  giver  of  wiftiom,  without  whofe  help  refolutions  arc 
vain,  without  whofe  Uefling  ftudy  is  ineffeftual  j  enable  me,  if  it  be  thy  will, 
to  attain  fuch  knowledge  as  may  qualify  me  to  direft  the  doubtfijl,  and  inftruft 
the  ignorant  j  to  prevent  wrongs  and  terminate  contentions ;  and  grant  that  I 
may  ufe  that  knowledge  which  I  fliall  attain,  to  thy  glory  and  my  own  falva- 
tion,  for  Jesus  Christ's  fake.     Amen^" 

His  prayer  in  the  view  of  becoming  a  politician  is  entided,  *'  Engaging  in 

Politicks  with  H n,"  no  doubt  his  friend,  the  Right  Honourable 

William  Gerard  Hamilton,  for  whom,  during  a  long  acquaintance,  he  had 
a  great  efteem,  and  to  whofe  converfation  he  once  paid  this  high  compli- 
ment :  "  I  am  very  unwilling  to  be  left  alone,  Sir,  and  therefore  I  go  with 
my  company  down  the  firft  pair  of  flairs,  in  fome  hopes  that  they  may,  per- 
haps, return  again.  I  go  with  you,  Sir,  as  far  as  the  ftreet-door."  In  what 
particular  department  he  intended  to  engage  does  not  appear,  nor  can  Mr. 
Hamilton  explain.  His  prayer  is  in  general  terms.  "  Enlighten  my  under- 
ftanding  with  knowledge  of  right,  and  govern  #my  will  by  thy  laws,  that  no 
deceit  may  miflead  me,  nor  temptation  corrupt  me  j  that  I  may  always  endea- 
vour tOfdo  good,  and  hinder  evil^"  There  is  nothing  upon  the  fubjedt  in 
his  diary. 

This  year  was  diftinguilhed  by  his. being  introduced  into  the  family  of  Mr. 
Thrale,  one  of  the  moft  eminent  brewers  in  England,  and  Member  of  Par-         \ 
liament  for  the  borough  of  Southwark.     Foreigners  are  not  'a  little  amazed  ; 

when  they  hear  of  brewers,  diftillers,  and  men  in  fimilar  departments  of  trade>  "^ 
held  forth  as  perfons  6f  confiderable  confequence.  In  this  great  commercial 
country  it  is  natural  that  a  fituation  which  produces  much  wealth  (hould  be 
confidercd  as  very  refpeftable  j  and,  no  doubt,  honeft  induftry  is  entitled  t6 
.cfteem.  But,  perhaps,  the  too  rapid  advance  of  men  of  low  extra6bion  tends 
to  leffen  the  value  of  that  diftinftion  by  birth  and  gentility,  which  has  ever 
been  found  beneficial  to  the  grand  fcheme  of  liibordination.  Johnfon  ufed  to 
give  this  account  of  the  rife  of  Mr.  Thrale's  father :  "  He  worked  at  fix 
fliillings  a  week  for  twenty  years  in  the  great  brewery,  which  afterwards  was 
Jiis  own.     The  proprietor  of  it  had  an  only  daughter,  who  was  married  to  a* 

*  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p.  66.  »  Ibid.  p.  67* 

M  m  2  nobleman. 
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>7^5*  nobleman.  It  was  not  fit  that  a  peer  fliould  continue  the  bufincfe.  '  On 
^^tT^.  ^c  old  man's  death,  therefore,  the  brewery  was  to  be  fold.  To  find  a  pur- 
chafer  for  fo  large  a  property  was  a  difficult  matter ;  and,  after  fome  time, 
it  was  fuggefted,  that  it  would  be  advifeable  to  treat  with  Thrale,  a  fenfible, 
aftive,  honeft  man,  who  had  been  long  employed  in  the  houfe,  and  to  transfer 
the  whole  to  him  for  thirty  thoufand  pounds,  fecurity  being  taken  upon  the 
property.  This  was  accordingly  fettled.  In  eleven  years  Thrale  paid  the 
purchafe-money.  He  acquired  a  large  fortune,  and  lived  to  be  Member  of 
Parliament  for  Southwark.  But  what  was  moft  remarkable  was  the  liberality 
with  which  he  ufed  his  riches.  He  gave  his  fan  and  daughters  the  beft 
education.  The  efteem  which  his  good  conduft  procured  him  from  the 
nobleman  who  had  married  his  mafter's  daughter,  made  him  be  treated  with 
much  attention ;  and  his  fon,  both  at  fchool  and  at  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford> 
affociated  with  young  men  of  the  firft  rank.  His  allowance  from  his  father^ 
^  after  he  left  college,  was  fplendid ;  no  lefs  than  a  thoufand  a  year.     This,  in 

a  man  who  had  rifen  as  old  Thrale  did,  was  a  very  extraordinary  inftance  of 
generofity.     He  ufed  to  fay,  ^  If  this  young  dog  does  not  find  fo  much  after 
I  am  gone  as  he  expedts,  let  him  remember  that  he  has  had  a  great  deal  in 
my  own  time.'* 

The  fon,  though  in  affluent  circumftances,  had  good  fenfe  enough  to  cany 
on  his  father's  trade,  which  was  of  fuch  extent,  that  I  remember  he  once  told 
me,  he  would  not  quit  it  for  an  annuity  of  ten  thoufand  a  year  i  *'  Npt  (faid 
he,)  that  I  get  ten  thoufand  a  year  by  it,  but  it  is  an  eftate  to  a  family/*" 
Having  left  daughters  only,  the  property  was  fold  for  the  immenfe  fiim  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  pounds ;  a  magnificent  proof  of  what  may  be  done 
by  fair  trade  in  no  long  period  of  time. 

There  may  be  fome  who  think  that  a  new  lyftem  of  gentility  might  be 
"  cftabliftied,  upon  principles  totally  different  from  what  have  hitherto  prevailed.. 
Our  prefent  heraldry,  it  may  be  faid,  is  fuited  to  the  barbarous  times  ia- 
which  it  had  its  origin.  It  is  chiefly  founded  upon  ferocious  merit,  upoa 
riiilitary  excellence.  Why,  in  civilifed  times,  we  may  be  aflced,  fhould  there 
not  be  rank  and  honours,  upon  principles,  which,  independent  of  long  cuftom>. 
are  certainly  not  lefs  worthy,  and  which,  when  once  allowed  to  be  connefted 
*  with  elevation  and  precedency,  would  obtain  the  fame  dignity  in  our  imagi- 

nation ?  Why  Ihould  not  the  knowledge,  the  fkill,  the  expertnefs,  the 
affiduity,  and  the  fpirited  hazards  of  trade  and  commerce,  when  crowned 
with  fuccefs,  be  entitled  to  give  thofe  flattermg  diftinftions  by  which  man- 
kind are  fo  univerfally  captivated 

Such 
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Such  arc  the  fpccious,  but  felfe  arguments  for  a  propofition  which  always      17^5- 
will  find  numerous  advocates,  in  a  nation  where  men  are  every  day  ftarting  *^tat.  c6. 
up  from  obfcurity  to  wealth.     To  reflite^hem  is  needlefs.     The  general  fcnfe 
of  mankind  cries  out,    with  irrefiftiblc  fierce,    **  Un  gentilbomme  eft  toujours 
gentilhomme/' 

Mr.  Thrale  had  married  Mifs  Hefther  Lynch  Salufbury,  of  good  Welch 
extraction,  a  lady  of  lively  talents,  improved  by  education.  That  Johnfon's 
introdgdtion  into  Mr.  Thrale's  family,  which  contributed  fo  much  to  the 
happinefs  of  his  life,  was  owing  to  her  defire  for  his  converfation,  is  the  moft 
probable  and  general  luppofition.  But  it  is  not  the  truth.  Mr.  Murphy, 
who  was  intimate  with  Mr.  Thrale,  having  Ipoken  very  highly  of  Dr. 
Johnfon,  he  was  requefted  to  make  them  acquainted.  This  being  mentioned 
to  Johnfon,  he  accepted  of  an  invitation  to  dinner  at  Thrale's,  and  was 
fo  much  pleafed  with  his  reception,  both  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale,  and  they 
fo  much  pleafed  with  him,  that  his  invitations  to  their  houfe  were  more  and 
more  frequent,  till  at  laft  he  became  one  of  the  family,  and  an  apartment 
was  appropriated  to  him,    both  in  their  houfe  in  Southwark,    and  in  their 

viUa  at  Streatham. 

Johnfon  had  a  very  fincere  efteem  for  Mr.  Thrale  as  a  man  of  excellent 
principles,  a  good  fcholar,  well  fkilled  in  trade,  of  a  found  underftanding,  and 
of  manners  fuch  as  prefented  the  charafter  of  a  plain  independent  Englifli  'Squire. 
As  this  family  will  frequently  be  mentioned  in  the  courfe  of  the  following      \ 
pages,  and  as  a  falfe  notion  has  prevailed  that  Mr.  Thrale  was  inferiour,  and       ^ 
in  Ibme  degree  infignificant,  compared  with  Mrs.  Thrale,  it  may  be  proper  to       \ 
give  a  true  ftate  of  the  cafe  from  the  authority  of  Johnfon  himfelf^  in  his  own* 
words. 

"  I  know  no  man  (faid  he,)  who  is  more  matter  of  his  wife  and  family  than 
Thrale.  If  he  but  holds  up  a  finger,  he  is  obeyed.  It  is  a  great  miftake  to 
fuppofe  that  Ihe  is  above  him  in  literary  attainments.  She  is  more  flippant ; 
but  he  has  ten  times  her  learning :  he  is  a  regular  fcholar  j  but  her  learning  is> 
that  of  a  fchool-boy  in  one  of  the  lower  forms."  My  readers  may  naturally 
wifh  for  fome  reprefentation  of  the  figures  of  this  couple.  ,Mr.  Thrale  was  tall,, 
well  proportioned,  and  ftately.  As  for  Madame  or  my  Miftrefsy  by  which  epithets 
Johnfon  ufed  to  mention  Mrs.  Thrale,  fhe  was  fhort,  plump,  and  bri(k.  She 
has  herfelf  given  us  a  lively  view  of  the  idea  which  Johnfon  had  of  her  per- 
fon,  on  her  appearing  before  him  in  a  dark-coloured  gown :  "  You  little 
creatures  fhould  never  wear  thofe  fort  of  clothes,  however  i  they  are  unfuit- 

able 
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1 7^5-  able  in  every  way.  'What !  have  not  all  infefts  gay  <:olours  *  ? "  Mr.  Thralc 
Mm.  s6.  S^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^  liberal  indulgence,  both  in  the  choice  of  their  company,  and 
in  the  niode  of  entertaining  them.  He  underftood  and  valued'  Johnfon,  with- 
out remiffion,  from  their  firft  acquaintance  to  the  day  of  his  death.  Mrs. 
Thrale  was  enchanted  with  Johnlbn's  converfation  for  its  own  fake,  and  had 
alfo  a  very  allowable  vanity  in  appearing  to  be  honoured  with  the  attention 
of  fo  celebrated  a  man. 

Nothing  could  be  more  fortunate  for  Johnfon  than  this  connedion.  He 
had  at  Mr.  Thrale's  all  the  comforts  and  even  luxuries  of  life  5  his  melancholy 
was  diverted,  and  his  irregular  habits  leflened  by  affociation  with  an  agreeable 
and  well-ordered  family.  He  was  treated  with  the  utmoft  relpeft,  and  even 
afFeftion.  The  vivacity  of  Mrs.  Thrale's  literary  talk  roufed  him  to  cheerfiik 
nefs  and  exertion,  even  when  they  were  alone.  But  this  was  not  often  the 
cafei  for  he  found  here  a  conftant  fucceflion  of  what  gave  him  the  higheft  enjoy- 
ment, the  fociety  of  the  learned,  the  witty,  and  the  eminent  in  every  way,  who 
were  aflembled  in  numerous  companies,  called  forth  his  wonderful  powers,  and 
gratified  him  with  admiration,  to  which  no  man  could  be  infenfible. 

In  the  Oftober  of  this  year  he  at  length  gave  to  the  world  his  edition  of 
Shaklpeare,  which,  if  it  had  no  other  merit  but  that  of  producing  his  Preface, 
in  which  the  excellencies  and  defefts  of  that  immortal  bard  are  dilplayed  with 
a  maflerly  hand,  the  nation  would  have  had  no  reafon  to  complain.  A  blind 
indifcriminate  admiration  of  Shakfpcare  had  expofed  the  Britifh  nation  to  the 
.ridicule  of  foreigners.  Johnfon,  by  candidly  admitting  the  faults  of  his  poet, 
had  the  more  credit  in  beftowing  on  him  deferved  and  indilputable  praife  -,  and 
-doubttefs  none  of  all  liis  panegyrifls  have  done  him  half  fo  much  honour. 
Their  praife  was,  like  that  of  a  counfel,  upon  his  own  fide  of  the  caufe : 
Johnfon's  was  like  the  grave,  well  confidered,  and  impartial  opinion  of  the. 
judge,  which  falls  from  his  lips  with  weight,  and  is  received  with  reverence^ 
What  he  did  as  a  commentator  has  no  fmall  fhare  of  merit,  though  his 
refearches  were  not  fo  ample^  and  his  invelligations  fo  acute  as  they  might 
have  been,  which  we  now  certainly  know  from  the  labours  of  other  able  and 
ingenious  criticks  v/ho  have  followed  him.  He  has  enriched  his  edition  with  a 
concife  account  of  each  play,  and  of  its  charafteriflick  excellence.  Many  of  his 
notes  have  illuftrated  obfcurities  in  the  text,  and  placed  pafTages  eminent  for 
beauty  in  a  more  confpicuous  lights  and  he  has,  in  general,  exhibited  fuch  ai 
mode  of  annotation^  as  may  be  beneficial  to  all  fubfequent  editorau 

*  Mn.  Piozzi's  Anecdotes^  p.  27a. 
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His  Shakfpeare  Was  virulently  attacked  by  Mr.  WilKam  Kcnrick,  who 
obtained  the  degree  of  LL.D.  from  a  Scotch  Univerfity,  and  wrote  for  the 
bookfellers  in  a  great  variety  of  branches.  Though  he  certainly  was  not  with- 
out coniiderable  merit,,  he  wrote  with  fo  little  regard  to  principle  and  decorum^ 
and  in  fo  hafty  a  manner,  that  his  reputation  was  neither  extend ve  nor  ladings 
I  remember  one  evening,,  when  fome  of  his  works  were  mentioned.  Dr.. 
Goldfmkh  faid,  he  had  never  heard  of  them  -,  upon  which  Dn  Johnfba 
obferved,  "Sir,  he  is  one  of  the  many  who  have  made  themfelves  ptiblick^ 
without  making  themfelves  known^ 

A  young  ftudent  of  Oxfbtd,,  of  the  name  of  Barclay,  wrote  an  anlwer  to 
Kenrick*s  review  of  Johnfi>a's  Shakfpeare..  Johnfbn  was  at  firft  angry  that 
Kenrick's  attack  Ihould  have  the  crecfit  of  an  anfwer.  But  afterwards,  con- 
fklering' the  yoiiing  maa's  good  intention,  he  kindly  noticed,  him,  and  probably 
would  have,  done  more>.  had  not  the  young  man  diedi. 

In  his  Preface  to  ShakQ>eare,  Johnfon  treated  Voltaire  very  contemptuouflyv. 
ebferving,  upon  fbme  of  his  remarks,.  <^  Thefe  are  the  petty  criticifms  of 
petty  wits.!'  Yoltaire>  in  revenge,  ntiadie  an  attack  upon  Johnfbn,  in  one  of 
his  numerous  literary  fallies,  which  I  remember  to^  have  read  f  but  there  being 
no  general  index  to  his  voluminous  works,  have  iearched  for  it  in  vain,  and 
therefore  cannot  quote  it» 

Voltaire  was  an  antagonifl  with  whom  F  thought  Johnfon  fhould  notdifdain 
to  contend:  I  pr efTed  him  to  anfwer.  He  faid,  he  perhaps  might  v.  but  he 
never  did. 

Mn  Bumey  having  occafion  to  write  to  Johnfbn  for  fome  receipts  for 
fubfcriptions  to  his  Shakfpeare^  which  Johnfbn  had  omitted  to  deliver,  when 
the  money  was  paid,  he  availed  himfelf  of  that  opportunity  of  thanking  Johnfbn 
fi)r  the  great  pleafure  which  he  had  received  from  the  peru£d  of  his  Preface  to 
Shakfpeare;  which  although  it  excltecT much  clamour  againft  him  at.firft,  is 
now  juftly  ranked  among  the  moft  excellent,  of  his  writings.  To  thi&letter>, 
Johnfoa  returned  the  following  anfwer : 

7(k  Charles  B'urn£Y,.J^.  m  Pokmd-ftreet.. 

^  Sir, 

<^  I  AM  ibrxy  that  your  kihdnefs  tame  has  brought  upon  you  fb  much, 
trouble,  though  you  ^  have  taken  care  to  abate  that  fbrrow,  by  the  pleafure 
which  I  receive  fcom  your  approbation.    I  defend  my  criticifin  in  the  fame 
iDanner  with  you.    We  muft  confefs  the  faults  of  our  favourite,  to  gain  credit 

[M  ro]  to 
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tx>  our  praifc  of  his  excellencies.     He  that  claims,  cither  in  hin^fclf  or  for 
^  -^^'  another,  the  honours  of  perfeftion,  will  furely  injure  the  reputation  which  he 
defigns  to  afllft* 

«  Be  plcafed  to  make  my  compliments  to  your  femily,     I  am,  Sir, 

*^  Your  moft  obliged 

^  And  moft  humble  fervant, 
**  oa.  i6,  176s*  Sa  M.  Johnson/* 


Trinity  College,  Dublin,  at  this  time  forprizcd  Johnfon  with  A  fpontaneous 
compliment  of  the  highcft  academical  honours,  by  creating  him  Doiftor  of 
Laws.     The  diploma,  which  is  in  my  pofleflion,  is  as  follows : 

*'  0  MNIB  US  ad  quos^  prafentes  Utera  pervenerintyjaltttem.  Nos  Prapo^ 
fttus  et  Sociifeniores  CoUegii  /acrofauSla  it  individua  TrinitaSis  Regbue  EJizatetb^ 
juxta  Dublin^  tejiamury  Samueli  Johnfon^  Amdgerv^  oh  egregiam/criptorum  elegMkam 
et  utilitatem,  gratiam  ^mcejfam  fuiffe  pro  gradu  DoSoratus  in  utroque  Jure^  o8avo 
die  Julii,  ^no  Domini  miUtfimo  Jtptingenteftmo  Jexagefimo-qtHnto.  In  cujus  rd 
tejiimonium  Jingularum  manus  et  Jipttum  quo  in  hi/a  utimur  appofuimus ;  vicejimo 
urtio  die  Juliij  Anno  Domini  miUeJimo  feptit^enUjimo/ext^e/imO'qtMUol 


GuL,  Clemint* 
Tho.  Wilson. 
Tho.  Lel and. 


FA.AN,    AnOIL£WS« 

Prapf., 


R.    MURRAV. 

Rob*'"'.  Law. 
Mich.  Kearnev." 


This  unfolicited  mark  of  diftinftion,  conferred  on  fb  great  a  literary  cha- 
racter, did  much  honour  to  the  judgement  and  liberal  fpirit  of  that  learned 
body.  Johnfon  acknowledged  the  favour  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Leland,  one  of 
their  number;  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  a  copy  of  it. 

Both  in  1764  and  1765  it  fhould  feeni  that  he  was  fo  bufily  employed 
with  his  edition  of  Shaklpeare,  as  to  have  had  little  leifure  for  any  other 
literary  exertion,  or,  indeed,  even  for  private  correlpondence.  He  did  not 
favour  me  with  a  fingle  letter  for  more  than  two  years,  for  which  it  will 
appear  that  he  afterwards  apologifed. 

He  was,  however,  at  all  times  ready  to  give  afliftance  to  his  friends,  and 
others,  in  revifing  their  works,  and  in  writing  for  them,  or  greatly  improving 
their  Dedications.  In  that  courtly  Ipecies  of  compofition  no  man  excelled 
Df.  Johnfon.  Though  the  loftinefe  of  his  mind  prevented  him  from  ever 
dedicating  .in  his  own  pcrfon,  he  wmte  a  very  great  number  of  Dedications 

for 
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for  others.  Some  of  thefc,  the  pcrfons  who  were  favoured  with  them  are  "T^* 
unwilling  fliould  be  mentioned,  from  a  too  anxious  apprehenfion,  as  L  thinks  /g^u.  $7. 
that  tliey  might  be  fufpefted  of  having  received  larger  afliftatiee  j  and  (bme, 
after  all  the  diligence  I  have  bellowed,  have  efcaped  my  inquiries.  He  told 
me,  a  great  many  years  ago,  ^'  he  believed  he  had  dedicated  to  all  the  Royal 
Family  round  j"  and  it  was  indifferent  to  him  what  was  the  fubjeft  of  the 
work  dedicated,  provided  it  were  innocent.  He  onte  dedicated  fomc  Mufick 
for  the  German  Flute  to  Edward  Duke  of  York.  In  writing  Dedications  fi)r 
pthers^  he  confidered  himfelf  as  by  no  means  fpeaking  his  own  fentiments» 

NotA^'ithftanding  his  long  filence,  I  never  omitted  to  write  to  him  when  I 
had  any  thmg  worthy  of  communicating.  I  generally  kept  copies  of  my 
letters  ta  him,  that  I  might  have  a  full  view  of  our  corrcfpondence,  and 
never  be  at  a  lofs  to  underftand  any  reference  in  his  letters.  He  kept  the 
greater  part  of  mine  very  carefully;  and  a  fhort  time  before  his  deadi  was 
attentive  enough  to  feal  them  up  in  bundles,  and  order  them  to  be  delivered 
^o  me,  which  was  accordingly  done*  Amongft  them  I  found  one^  of  which 
I  had  not  made  a  copy,  and  which  I  own  I  read  with  pleafure  at  the  difbnce 
pf  almoft  twenty  years.  It  ia  dated  November,  1765,  at  the  palace  of 
Pafcal  Paoli,  in  Corte,  the  capital  of  Corfica,  and  is  full  of  generous  enthu- 
fiafm.  After  giving  a  (ketch  of  what  t  had  feen  and  heard  in  that  ifland,  it 
proceeded  thus  ;  *<  I  dare  to  call  this  a  Ipirited  tour.  I  dare  to  challenge  your 
approbation/' 

This  letter  produced  the  following  aofwerj  which  1  found  on  my  arrival 
at  Paris. 

A  Mr.  Mr,  Boswbll,  chez  Mr.  Watbrs,  Banquier,  i  Paris. 

"  Dbar  Sir, 

«  APOLOGIES  arc  fcldom  of  any  ufe.  We  will  delay  till  your 
arrival  die  reafons,  good  or  bad,  which  have  made  me  fuch  a  Iparing  ancf 
ungrateful  correfpondent  Be  afTured,  foh  the  prefent,  that  nothing  has  leiftned 
feither  the  efteem  or  love  with  which  I  difmifTed  you  at  Harwich.  Both  have 
been  increafed  by  all  that  I  have  been  told  of  you  by  yourfelf  or  others ;  and 
when  you  return,  you  will  return  to  an*  unaltered,  and,  I  hope,  xinalterable 
friend.  •  ' 

**  All  that  you  have  to  fear  from  me  is  the  vexation  of  difappointing  me. 
No  man  loves  to  fruflrate  expeftations  which  have  been  formed  in  his  favour; 
and  the  pleafure  which  I  promife  myfelf  from  your  journals  and  remarks  is 

N  n  fo 
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fb'greatj  that  perhaps  no  degree  of  attention  or  diicernment  will  be  lufiicient 
to  afford  it. 

"  Come  honQe>  howeverj  and  take  your  chance.  I  long  to  fee  you,  and  to 
Hear  you  ^  and  hope  that  we  fhall  not  be  ib  long  feparated  again*  Come  homc^ 
and  cxpcft  foch  a  welcome  as  is  due  to  him,  whom  a  wife  and  noble  curiofity 
has  led,  where  perhaps  no  native  of  this  country  ever  was.  before. 

«  I  have  no  news  to  tell  you  that  can  defcrve  your  notice ;  nor  would  I 
willingly  leffen  the  pleafure  that  any  novelty  may  give  you  at  your  return. 
I  am  afraid  we  fhall  find  it  difficult  to  keep  anoong  us  a  mind  which  has  been 
fo  long  feailed  with  variety.   But  let  us  try  what  efleem  and  kindnefs  can  cSt&. 

<'  As  your  Other's  liberality  has  indulged  you  with  fo  long  a  ramble,  I  doubt 
not  but  you  will  think  his  ficknefs,  or  even  his  dedre  to  fee  you,  a  Aifficient 
rcafon  for  haftening  your  return.  The  longer  we  live,  and  the  more  we  thinks 
the  higher  value  we  learn  to  put  on  the  friendfbip  and  tenderneis  of  parents 
and  of  friends.  Parents  we  can  have  but  once ;  and  he  promifes  himfelf  too 
mxKh,  who  enters  life  with  the  expedation  of  finding  many  friends.  Upoa 
fome  motive>  I  hope,  that  you  will  be  here  fbon ;  and  am  willing  to  think 
that  it  will  be  an  inducement  to  your  return,  that  it  is  fincerely  defired. 
by,  dear  Sir, 

^^  Your  affe£tionate  humble  iervant, 

«*  Johiilbn'i^outt>  FIccNfticct,  Sam.  JoHNSO N.'*' 

Januaiy  14,  1766. 

I  returned  to  London  in  February,  and  found  Dr.  Johnfbn  in  a  good  houfe- 
in  Johhibn's-court,  Fleet-ftreet,  in  which  he  had  accommodated  Mifs  Williams, 
with  an  apartment  on  the  ground  floor,,  while  Mr.  Levett  occupied  his  pofl  in. 
the  garret :  his  faithful  Francis  was  (till  attending  upon  him.  He  received  me- 
with  much  kindnefs.  The  fragments  of  our  firfl  converiation,  which  I  have 
preferved,  are  thefe :  I  told  him  that  Voltaire,  in  a  converfation  with  me,  had< 
diflinguilhed  F(^  and  Dry  den  thus :— <<^  Pope  drives  a  handfome  chariot,  with 
a  couple  of  neat  trim  nags ;  Dryden  a  coach,  and  fix  (lately  horfts."  Johnson*. 
"Why,  Sir,  the  truth  is,  they  both  drive  coaches  and  fix;  but  Dryden'$ 
hories  are  either  galloping  or  Humbling :  Pope's  go  at  a^fteady  even  troi^."' 

*  It  it  iiMiiafkable»  that  Mr..  Gray  has  emploTed  fomewhat  the  ftooe  image  to  charaAerife: 
totyiku.    He,  indeed,  fomiflics  his  car  with  but  two  horfes ;  bat  they  are  of  ethereal  nMie;. 

f  Behold  whete  Dvydca's lefsprefiimptiioos car^^ 

*•  Wide  o'er  the  fiebb  of  glory  bear 

^  Two  courfen  of  ethereal  race, 

"  With  aeckf  ia  thunder  cloath'd,  and  bngwreibniidlii^  paec.**^ 

Ode  99  the  Fngrrfi  tfPoe/j. 

He 
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He  faid  of  Goldfmith's  Traveller^  which  had  been  pubHfhed  in  my  sjy&ncCy 
*'  There  has  not  been  fo  feie  a  poem  fince  Pope's  rime." 

And  here  it  is  proper  to  fettle,  with  authentick  precifion,  what  has  long 
floated  in  publick  report,  as  to  Johnfon's  being  himfelf  the  atithoiar  of  a  con- 
fiderable  part  of  that  poem.  Much,  no  doubt,  both  of  the  fentiments  and 
exprcflioa,  were  derived  from  converfation  with  him;  and  it  was  certainly 
fubmitted  to  his  friendly  revifion :  but  in  the  year  1783,  he,  at  my  requeft, 
marked  with  a  pencil  the  lines  which  he  had  furnifhed,  which  are  only 
line  420, 

^'  To  ftop  too  fearful,  and  too  faint  to  go  ^ 

and  the  concluding  ten  lines,  except  the  laft  couplet  but  one^  which  I  diftin^ 
guifli  by  the  Italick  charafter : 

'*  How  fmall  of  all  that  human  hearts  endure, 
*^  That  part  which  kings  or  laws  can  caufe  or  cure, 
^^  Still  to  ourfelves  in  every  place  confign'd, 
*^  Our  own  felicity  we  make  or  find  j 
"  With  fecret  couife,  which  no  loud  fl:orms  annoy^ 
*^  Glides  the  fmooth  current  of  domeftick  joy, 
^^  The  lifted  axe,  the  agonizing  wheel, 
*'  Luke's  iron  crown^  mtd  DamietCs  bed  of  Jieel,    . 
**  To  men  remote  from  power,  but  rarely  known, 
*^  Leave  reafon,  &ith,  and  confcience^  all  our  own.'* 


He  added,  "  Thefc  aic  all  of  which  I  can  be  fure."  They  bear  a  finafl 
proportion  to  the  whole,  which  confifls  of.  four  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
verfcs.  Goldfmith,  in  the  couplet  which  he  inferted,  mentions  Luke  as  a 
perfon  well  known,  and  fuperficial  readers  have  paffed  it  over  quite  ihioothly  5 
while  thofe  of  more  attention  have  been  as  much  perplexed  by  Luke,  as  by 
Lydiat^  in  <<  The  Vanity  of  human  Wifhes.''  The  truth  is,  that  Goldfitiidi 
himfelf  was  m  a  miftake.  In  die  «  Rejpublica  Hungarica,'^  there  is  an  account 
of  a  delperate  rebellion  in  die  year  15 14,  headed  by  two  brothers,  of  thq 
name  of  Zeck,  George  and  Luke.  When  it  was  quelled,  George,  4pt  Luke^ 
was  puniflied  by,  his  head  being  encircled  with  a  red  hot  iron  crown :  "  corona 
cmdejcente  ferred  cormatur^^  The  fame  feverity  of  torture  was  exercifed  on  the 
Earl  of  Athol,  one  of  the  murderers  of  King  James  L  of  Scotland* 

N  n  2  Dn 
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1 7^6*         Dr.  Johnfon  at  the  fame  time  favoured  me  by  marking  the  lines  which  he 
^'f^^57*  furnilhed  to  Goldfmitk's  **  Dcferted  Village,"  which  are  only  the  four  laft  i 

■ 

•*  That  trade's  proud  empire  haftes  to  Iwift  decay,. 
**  As  ocean  fwecps  the  laboured  mole  away : 
**  While  felf-dependent  power  can  rime  defy^ 
"  As  rocks  refift  the  billows  and  die  iky  J* 

Talking  of  education,.  "  People  have  now  a-days,  ({aid  he,)  got  a  ftrange 
©pinion  that  every  thing  Ihould  be  taught  by  leftures.  Now,  1  cannot  fee  that 
ledhires  can  do  fo  much  good  as  reading  the  books  from  which  the  ledtures 
/  arc  taken.  I  know  nothing  that  can  be  beft  taught  by  leftures,  except  where 
experiments  are  to  be  fhewn.  You  may  teach  chymiftry  by  leftures.— You 
might  teach  making  of  Ihoes  by  leftures ! " 

At  night  I  fupped  with  him  at  the  Mitre  tavern,  that wemi^t  renew  our 
fecial  intimacy  at  the  original  place  of  meeting.  But  there  was  now  a  con- 
iSderable  difference  in  his  way  of  living.  Having  had  an  illnefs,  ia  which  he 
was  advifed  to  leave  off  wine,  he  had^  from  that  period,  continued  to  abftain 
from  it,  and  drank  only  water,  or  lemonade, 

I  told  him  that  a  foreign  friend  of  his,  whom  I  had  met  with  abroad,  was 
fo  wretchedly  perverted  to  infidelity,  that  he  treated  the  hopes  of  immortality 
with  brutal  levity. ;  and  faid,  "  As  man  dies  like  a  dog,  let  him  lie  like  a 
dog."  Johnson.  **  -^  he  dies  like  a  dog,  &/  him  lie  like  a  dog."  I  added, 
that  this  man  faid  to  me,  **  I  hate  mankind,  for  I  think  myfelf  one  of  the  beft 
of  them,,  and  I  know  how  bad  I  am."  Johnson.  ^  Sir,  he  mufl  be  very 
Angular  in  his  opinion,  if  he  thinks  himfelf  one  of  the  befl  of  men ;  for  none  of 
his  friends  think  him  fo."  He  faidi  *^  No  honeft  man  could  be  a  Deift ;  for  no 
man  could  be  fb  after  a  fair  exaniination  of  the  proofs  of  Chriftianity."  I 
named  Hume;  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir  5  Hume  owned  to  a  clergyman  in  the 
bifhoprick  of  Durham,  that  he  had  never  read  the  New  Teflament  with  atten- 
tion." I  mentioned  Hume's  notion,  that  all  who  are  happy  are  equally  happy; 
a  Kttle  mifs  with  a  new  gown  at  a  dancing- fchool  ball,  a  general  at  the  head 
of  a  viftorious  army,  and  an  orator,  after  having  made  an  eloquent  fpeech  in  a 
great  aflfembly.  JanNsoN.  **  Sir,  that  all  who  are  happy,  are  equally  happy, 
is  iK>t  true.  A  peafant  and  a  philofopher  may  be  equally  Jatisfiedy  but  not 
equally  happy.  Happinefs  confifts  in  the  multiplicity  of  agreeable  confciouf- 
nefs.  A  peafant  has  not  capacity  for  having  equal  happinefs  with  a  philofo- 
pher."   I  remember  this  very  queftion  very  happily  illuflrated  in  oppofition  ta 

Hume,. 
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Hume,  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Robert  Brown,  at  Utrecht.  "  A  fmall  drinking 
glafs  and  a  large  one,  (faid  he,)  may  be  equally  fliU ;  but  the  large  one  holds 
more  than  the  fmall." 

Dr.  Johnfon  was  very  kind  this  evening,  and  (aid  to  me,  *'  You  have  now 
lived  five-and-twenty  years,  and  you  have  employed  them  well."  "  Alas, 
Sir,  (faid  I,)  I  fear  not.  Do  I  know  hiftory  ?  Do  I  Jcnow  mathematicks  ? 
Do  I  know  law  ? "  Johnson.  **  Why,  Sir,  though  you  may  know  no  fcience 
fb  well  as  to  be  able  to  teach  it,  and  no  profeffion  fo  well  as  to  be  able  to 
follow  it,  your  general  mafs  of  knowledge  of  books  and  men  renders  you 
very  capable  to  make  yourfelf  mafter  of  any  fcience,  or  fit  yourfelf  for  any 
profeffion."  I  mentioned  that  a  gay  friend  had  advifed  me  againft  being  a 
lawyer,  becaufe  I  fhould  be  excelled  by  plodding  blockheads.  Johnson. 
'« Why,  Sir,  in  the  formulary  and  ftatutory  part  of  law,  a  plodding  block- 
head may  excel ;  but  in  the  ingenious  and  rational  part  of  it  a  plodding 
blockhead  can  never  excel." 

I  talked  of  the  mode  adopted  by  ibme  to  rife  in  the  world,  by  courting 
great  men,  and  aiked  him  whether  he  had  ever  fubmitted  to  it.  Johnson. 
**  Why,  Sir,  I  never  was  near  enough  to  great  men-  to  court  them.  You  may 
be  prudently  attached  to  great  men,  and  yet  independent.  You  are  not  to  do 
what  you  think  wrong ;  and.  Sir,  you  are  to  calculate  and  not  pay  too  dear 
for  what  you  get.  You  muft  not  give  a  ftiUling's  worth  of  court  for  fix-pence 
worth  of  good.  But  if  you  can  get  a  fhilling's  worth  of  good  for  fix-pence 
worth  of  court,  you  are  a  fool  if  you  do  not  pay  court." 

He  faid,  "  If  convents  Ihould  be  allowed  at  all,  they  fhould  only  be 
retreats  for  perfons  unable  to  ferve  the  publick,  or  who  have  fcrved  it.  '  It  is 
our  firft  duty  to  ferve  fociety,  and,  after  we  have  done  that,  we  may  aKend 
wholly  to  the  falvation  of  our  own  fouls.  A  youthful  paffion  for  abftraAed 
devotion  Ihoold  not  be  encouraged." 

I  introduced  the  fijbje<5t  of  fecond  fight,  and  other  myfirerious  manifeftations ; 
the  fiilfilment  of  which,  I  fuggefled  might  happen  by  chance.  Johnson.  **  Yes, 
Sir ;  but  they  have  happened  fo  often,  that  mankind  have  agreed  ta  think 
them  not  fortuitous." 

I  talked  to  him  a  great  deal  of  what  I  had  feen  in  Corfica,  and  of  my 
intention  to  publilh  an  account  of  it.  He  encouraged  me  by  feying,  "  You 
cannot  go  to  the  bottom  of  the  fubjedt  j  but  all  that  you  tell  us  wQl  be  new  to 
Its.     Give  us  as  many  anecdotes  as  you  can." 

Our  next  meeting  at  the  Mitre  was  on  Saturday  the  1 5th  of  February,  when  I 
prcfcnted  to  him  my  old  and  moft  intimate  friend,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Temple, 

thea 
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then  of  Cambridge*  I  having  mentioned  that  I  had  pafled  &sa«  tisnfi  wth 
Rouifeau  in  his  wild  retreat^  and  having  quoted  fome  renwk  made  by  Mr. 
Wilkes,  with  whom  1  had  Ipent  many  pleafant  hours  in  Italy,  Johnfon  laid, 
(iarcaftically,)  '^.  It  feen>s.  Sir,  you  have  k€pt  very  good  company  abroad, 
Roufleau  and  Wilkes  ! "  Thinking  it  enough  to  defend  one  at  a  time,  I  faid 
nothing  as  to  my  gay  friend,  but  anlwered  with  a  fmile,  "  My  dear  Sir,  you 
don't  call  Roufleau  bad  company.  Do  you  really  think  bim  a  bad  man  ?" 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  if  you  are  talking  jelHngly  of  this,  I  don't  talk  with  you.  If 
you  mean  to  be  ferious,  I  think  him  one  of  the  worft  of  men ;  a  rafcal,  who 
ought  to  be  hunted  out  of  fociety,  as  he  has  been.  Three  or  four  nations  have  ex- 
pelled him ;  and  it  is  a  fhamc  that  he  is  proteftcd  in  this  country."  Boswbll. 
**  I  don't  deny.  Sir,  but  that  his  novel  may,  perhaps,  do  harm ;  but  I  cannot 
think  his  intention  was  bad."  Johnson.  *^  Sir,  that  will  not  do.  We  cannot- 
prove  any  man's  intention  to  be  bad.  You  may  flioot  a  man  through  the 
head,  and  fay  you  intended  to  mifs  him  j  but  the  Judge  will  order  you  to  be 
hanged.  An  alledged  want  of  intendon,  when  evil  is  committed,  will  not  be 
allowed  in  a  court  of  jultice.  Roufleau,  Sir,  is  a  very  bad  man.  I  would 
Iboner  fign  a  fentence  for  his  traniportation,  than  that  of  any  felon  who  has 
gone  from  the  Old  Bailey  thefe  many  years*  Yes,  I  fhould  Uke  to  have  him 
work  in  the  plantations."  Boswell.  ^^  Sir,  do  you  think  him  as  bad  a  man 
as  Voltaire  ? "  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  it  is  difficult  to  fetde  the  proportion 
of  iniquity  between  them." 

This  violence  fcemed  very  ftrange  to  me,  who  had  read  many  of  Roufieau*s 
animated  writings  with  great  pleafure,  and  ^ven  edification,  had  been  much 
pleafed  with  his  fociety,  and  was  juft  come  from  the  Continent,  where  he  was 
very  generally  admired.  Nor  can  I  yet  allow  that  he  deferves  the  very  fevere 
cenfure  which  Johnfon  pronounced  upon  him.  His  abfurd  preference  of 
favage  to  civilifcd  life,  and  other  fingularities,  are  proofs  rather  of  a  defeft  in 
his  uhdeiftanding,  than  of  any  depravity  in  his  heart.  And  notwithfbinding 
the  unfavourable  opinion  which  many  worthy  men  have  e^qprcflcd  of  his 
*«  Profeffion  de  Foi  du  Vicaire  Savoyard^''  I  cannot  help  admiring  it  as  the  per- 
formance of  a  man  full  of  lincere  reverential  fubmiffion  to  Divine  Myftcry, 
ithough  bcfet  with  perplexing  doubts  3  a  ftate  of  mind  to  be  viewed  with  pity 
rather  than  with  anger^ 

On  his  favourite  fubjeft  of  fubordination,  Johnfon  faid,  **  So  &r  is  it 
from  being  true  that  men  are.  naturally  equal,  that  no  two  people  can  be 
half  an  hour  together,  but  one  fhall  acquire  an  evident  fuperiority  over  the 
other," 
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.  I  m^^fttioned  the  advice  given  us  by  phiiofophers,  to  confofe  ourfehres,  when  '756. 
dUtrefied  or  embarrafled^  by  thinking  of  thcw(p  who  arf  in  a  worfe  iitaation  jEt^tl  57! 
than  durfelves. .  This,  I  obferved,  could  not  apply  to  all, '  for  there  muft  be 
ibme  who  have  nobody  worfe  than  they  are.  Johnson.  "  Why  to  be  fiire. 
Sir,  there  are  j  but  they  don't  know  it.  There  is  no  being  fo  poor  and  fo 
contemptible,  who  does  not  think  there  is  fomcbody  ftill  poorer,  and  ftill 
more  contemptible." 

As  my  ftay  in  London  at  this  time  was  very  fliort,  I  had  not  many  oppor- 
tunities of  being  with  Dr.  Johnfon ;  but  I  felt  my  veneration  for  him  in  no 
degree  leflcned,  by  my  having  feen  multorum  bominum  mores  et  urbes.  On  the 
contrary,  by  having  it  in  my  power  to  compare  him  with  many  of  the  moft 
celebrated  perfons  of  other  countries,  my  admiration  of  his  extraordinary  mind 
was  increafed  and  confirmed. 

The  roughnefs,  indeed,  which  fometimes  appeared  in  his  manners,  was 
more  ftriking  to  me  now,  from  my  having  been  accuftomed  to  the  fhidied 
fmooch  complying  habits  of  the  Continent  j  and  I  cleariy  recognifed  in  him, 
not  without  refpeft  for  his  honeft  confcientious  zeal,  the  fame  indignant  and ' 
farcaftical  mode  of  treating  every  attempt  to  unhinge  or  weaken  good 
principles* 

One  evening,  when  a  young  gentleman  teized  him  with  an  account  of  the 
infidelity  of  his  fcrvant,  who,  he  faid,  would  not  believe  the  fcriptures, 
becaufe  he  could  not  read  them  in  the  ori^al  tongues,  and  be  Hire  that  they 
were  not  invented.  "  Why,  foolilh  fellow,  (faid  Johnfon,)  has  he  any  better 
authority  for  almoft  every  thing  that  he  believes  I "— -**  Then  th^  vulgar.  Sir, 
never  can  know  they  are  right,  but  muft  iubmit  themfelves  to  the  learned."*-— i 
Johnson.  "  To  be  lure.  Sir.  The  vulgar  are  the  children  of  the  ftate,  and 
n>uft  be  taught  like  children." — "  Then,  Sir,  a  poor  Turk  muft  be  a  Maho« 
metan,  juft  as  a  poor  Engliftiman  muft  be  a  Chiiftian  ?  "-^Johnson,  ««  Why  \ 
yes.  Sir  s  and  what  then  ?  This  now  is  iuch  ftuff  as  I  ufed  to  talk  to  my 
mother,  when  I  firft  began  to  think  myfelf  a  clever  fellow  s  and  ihe  ought  to 
have  whipt  me  for  it." 

Another  evenmg  Dr.  Goldfmith  and  I  called  on  him,  with  the  hope  of 
prevailing  on  him  to  (up  with  us  at  the  Mitre.  We  found  him  indifpofcd,  and 
refolved  not  to  go  abroad.  "  Come  then,  (faid  Goldfmith,)  we  will  not  go  to 
the  Mitre  to*-ni^t,  fince  we  cannot  have  the  big  man  with  us."  Johnfon  jthen 
cjdled  for  ai  botde  of  port,  of  which  Goldfmith  and  I  partook,  while  our  friend, 
now  a  water  drinker  fat  by  us.  Goldsmith.  **  I  think,  Mr.  Johnfon,  you  don't 
go  neajf  the  theatres  now.    You  give  yourfelf  no  more  concern  about  a  new 
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play,  than  if  you  had  never  had  any  thing  to  do  with  the  ftage/*  Johnsok* 
"  Why,  Sir,  our  taftes  greatly  alter.  The  lad  docs  not  care  for  the 
child*s  ratde,  and  the  old  man  does  not  care  for  the  young  man's  whore." 
Goldsmith.  "  Nay,  Sir ;  but  your  Mufe  was  not  a  whore."  Johnson. 
"  Sir,  I  do  not  think  fhe  was.  But  as  we  advance  in  the  journey  of  life,  wc 
drop  Ibme  of  the  things  which  have  pleafed  us  j  whether  it  be  that  we  arc 
fatigued  and  don*t  choofe  to  carry  fo  many  things  any  farther,  or  that  we  find 
other  things  which  we  like  better."  Boswell.  "  But,  Sir,  why  don't  you  give 
us  fomcthing  in  fome  other  way  ?"  Goldsmith.  "  Ay,  Sir,  wc  have  a  claim 
upon  you."  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir,  I  am  not  obliged  to  do  any  more.  No 
man  is  obliged  to  do  as  much  as  he  can  do.  A  man  is  to  have  part  of  his  life 
to  himielf.  If  a  foldier  has  fought  a  good  many  campaigns,  he  is  not  to  be 
blamed  if  he  retires  to  eafc  and  tranquillity.  A  phyfician,  who  has  pradifed 
long  in  a  great  city,  may  be  excufed  if  he  retires  to  a  fmall  town,  and  takes 
lefs  praftice.  Now,  Sir,  the  good  I  can  do  by  my  converfation  bears  the 
fame  proportion  to  the  good  I  can  do  by  my  writings,  that  the  praftice  of  a 
phyfician,  retired  to  a  fmall  town,  does  to  his  practice  in  a  great  city."  Boswell. 
"  But  I  wonder.  Sir,  you  have  not  more  pleafure  in  writing  than  in  not 
writing."     Johnson.  "  Sir,  you  m^  wonder." 

He  talked  of  making  verfes,  and  obferved,  "  The  great  difficulty  is  to  know 
when  you  have  made  good  ones.  When  compofing,  I  have  generally  had 
them  in  my  mind,  perhaps  fifty  at  a  rime,  walking  up  and  down  in  my  room  j 
and  then  I  have  wrote  them  down,  and  often,  fi-om  lazincfs,  have  written  only 
half  lines.  I  have  written  a  hundred  lines  in  a  day.  I  remember  I  wrote  a 
hundred  lines  of  5*  The  Vanity  of  human  Wifhes"  in  a  day.  Doftor,  (turn- 
ing to  Goldfmith,)  I  am  not  quite  idle ;  I  made  one  line  t'other  day  j  but 
I  made  no  more."  Goldsmith.'  "  Let  us  hear  it;  we'll  put  a  bad  one  to 
k."    Johnson.  "  No,  Sir;  I  have  forgot  it." 

Such  ipecimens  of  the  eafy  and  playfiil  converfation  of  the  great  Dr.  Samuel 
Johnfon  are,  I  think,  to  be  prized ;  as  exhibiting  the  little  varieties  of  a 
mind  fo  enlarged  and  fo  powerful  when  objefts  of  confequence  required  its 
exertions,  and  as  giving  us  a  minute  knowlolge  of  his  charafter  and  modes  of 
thinking. 

After  I  had  been  fome  time  in  Scotland,  I  mentioned  to  him  in  a  letter  that 
"  On  my  firft  return  to  my  native  country,  after  fome  years  of  abfence,  I  was 
told  of  a  vaft  number  of  my  acquaintance  who  were  all  gone  to  the  land  o(  for- 
getfulnefs,  and  I  found  mjrfelf  like  a  man  ftalking  over  a  field  of  batde,  who 
^y&j  moment  perceives  fome  one  lying  dead."    I  complained  of  irrefolution, 

and 


^■Vk, 
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and  mentioned  my  having  made  a  vow  as  a  iecurity  fer  good  conduct  I  wmte     i?^* 
CD  him  again>  widiout  being  able  to  move  his  indolence ;  nor  did  I  hear  fix>m  ]^^  -- 
him  till  he  had  received  a  copy  of  my  inaugural  Exercile,  or  Thefis  in  Civil 
Lawj  which  I  publifhed  at  my  admiflion  as  an  Advocate^  as  is  the  cuftom  ia, 
Scotland.    He  then  wrote  to  me  as  follows : 

To  Jambs  BoswELt>  i§/^. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

"  THE  reception  of  your  Thefis^put  me  in  mind  of  my  debt  to 
you.  Why  did  you  ***♦*♦»♦♦♦*♦♦•,  I  will  punifli  you  for 
tt,  by  telling  you  that  your  Latin  wants  correftion  \    In  the  b^;inntngi  Sfd 

*  The  paflage  omitted  aUudcd  to  a  private  tnofinftioiu 

•  This  oenfiue  ci  my  Latin  relates  to  the  Dedication*  which  was  as  follows  s 

ViaO     NOBILISSlliO*    OaNATlSSIMOf 

J  O  A  N  N  I. 

VICECOMITI   MOUNTSTUART, 
ATAVIS    EDITO   aSGIBUSy 
BXCBLSJB    PAMILlil    OB   BUTE  SPBl    ALTBRA ; 

LABBNTB   SBCULO* 

qjJUM    ROMINB8    NVLLtVS  OBIGINIB 

GENUS    jeqUABB   OPIBOS   AGGBBDIUNTVE* 

SANGUINIS    ANTiqUI    BT    ILLUSTaiS 

SBMPEB    MBMO&I, 

NATALIUli    SPLBNDOBBM    VIBTUTIBUS    AUOBRTI  I 

AD    PUBLIOA    POPULI    COMITIA 

JAM  legato; 

IN   OPTIMATIVM   VBBO   MAGNJB    BaiTANVlA   SBNATVj 

jUBB    HA&BDITABIO* 
OLIM    CONSESSUao: 
VIM    INSITAM    VA&IA    DOCTBIVA    P&OMOVBNTB^ 
NEC    TAMBN   SE    VBNDITANTB* 
PBADITO: 
PBISCA    PIDE,   ANIMO    LlBB&aiMO^ 
ET    MOBUM    ELBGANTIA 
INSIGNI  : 
IN    ITAI.IJS    VISITANDil    ITINBEBf 
SOCIO  8U0   RONOBATISSIMO, 
RASCB     JUaiSP&UDBNTI^    P&IMITIAS 
0BVINCTIS8IMA    AMIClTIiE    ET   OBSE&VANTlA 

MONUMEVTUM« 
D*   D«    C  <^ 

JACOBUS    BOSWELL. 

Oo  ~  aUera, 


/ 
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1766.      alter^j  not  to  urge  that  it  Ihould  be  prifHte,  is  not  grammatical :  altera  fhould 

MaLtTcj^.  be  aheri.    In  the  next  line  yon  feem  to  ufe  genus  abfolutely,  for  what  we  call 

family^  that  is,  for  illuflrious  ektraffiofiy  I  doubt  without  authority.     Homines 

nuUius  originiSy   for  NuHis  orfi  majoribuSy  or,  Nullo  loco  nati^  is,  I  am  afraid, 

barbarous. — ^Ruddiman  is  dead. 

"  I  have  now  vexed  you  enough,  and  will  try  to  pleafe  you.     Your  refo- 
lution  to  obey  your  father  I  fincerely  approve  5  but  do  not  accuftom  yourfelf 
to  enchain  your  volatility  by  vows  :  they  will  fometime  leave  a  thorn  in  your 
I     mind,  which  you  wiU,  perhaps,  never  be  able  to  extfaft  or  eje6b.     Take  this 
warning,  it  is  of  great  importance. 

"  The  ftudy  of  the  law  is  what  you  very  juftly  term  it^  copious  and  gene- 
and  in  adding  your  name  to  its  profeflbrs,  you  have  done  exadtly  what 


rous 


J 


/" 


I  always  wiihed,  when'  I  wilhed  you  beft.  I  hope  that  you  will  continue  to 
purfue  it  vigoroufly  and  conftandy.  You  gain,  at  leaft,  what  Is  no  fmall 
advantage,  fecurity  from  thofe  troublefome  and  wearifome  difcontents,  which 
are  always  obtruding  themfelves  upon  a  mind  vacant,  unemployed,  and 
undetermined. 

*^  You  ought  to  think  it  no  fmall  inducement  to  diligence  and  perfeverance, 
that  they  will  pleafe  your  father.  We  all  live  upon  the  hope  of  pleafing 
fomebody  j  and  the  pfeafure  of  pleafmg  ought  to  be  greateft,  and  at  laft 
always  will  be  greateft,  when  our  endeavours  are  exerted  in  confequence  of 
our  duty.  '' 

"  Life  is  not  long,  and  too  much  of  it  muft  not  pals  in  idle  deliberation 
how  it  fliall  be  fpent  j  delibefation,  which  thofe  who  begin  it  by  prudence,  and 
continue  it  with  fubtUty,  muft,  after  long  expence  of  thought,  conclude  by 
chance.  To  prefer  one  future  mode  of  life  to  another,  upcAi  juft  reafons, 
requires  faculties  which  it  has  not  pleafed  our  Creator  to  give  us. 

*'  \fy  therefore,  the  profeflion  you  have  chofen  has  fbme  unexpefted  incon- 
veniencies,  confole  yourfelf  by  refleding  that  no  profeflion  is  without  them ; 
and  that  all  the  importunities  and  perplexities  of  bulinefs.  are  foftnefs  and 
luxury,  compared  with  the  incefiant  cravings  of  vacancy,  and  the  unfatisfaftory 
expedients  of  idleness. 

*  Hecjunt  quje  mjird  fotui  ie  voce  monere; 

*  Fadcy  age.* 

■  This  alludes  to  the&ft  ietitencc  of  ^tPra^tmiitm  of  my  Thcfis.    *' Jurisprudentije 
Jhidio  nuUttm  uberiiu,  nullum  generofim  :  in  legihm  enim  agitandis^  pofulorum  mores,  *variafque  fortune 
mica  ex  ^ihu$  leget  oriuntur^  contemflarifimul/okmKU** 

4  "As 


mi^mm. 
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^*  As  to*  your  Hiftory  of  Corfica,  you  have  no  materials  which  others  have      *7*^ 
not,  or  may  not  have.     You  have,  fomehow  or  other,  warmed  your  imagi-  ^JIJfT^ 
nation.     I  wifh  there  were  fomc  cure,  like  the  lover's  leap,  for  all  heads  of 
which  fome  fingle  idea  has  obtained  an  unreafi)nable  and  irregular  poflefTion* 
Mind  your  own  afikirs,  and  leave  the  Corlicans  to  theirs.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  Ix)ndon,  Aug.  21,  1766.  SaM.  JohnSOn/' 

21?  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson. 

"  Much  deemed  and  dear  Sir,  Auchinlcck,  Nov.  6, 1766. 

"  I  PLEAD  not  guilty  to  *♦*♦*****♦*****♦** 

"  Having  thus,  I  hope  cleared  myfelf  of  the  charge  brought  againft  me,  I 
prefume  you  will  not  be  difpleafcd  if  I  efcape  the  punifliment  which  you  have 
decreed  for  me  unheard.  If  you  have  difcharged  the  arrows  of  criticifrn  againft 
an  innocent  man,  you  muft  rejoice  to  find  they  have  miffed  him,  or  have  not 
been  pointed  fo  as  to  wound  him. 

"  To  talk  no  longer  in  allegory,  I  am,  with  all  deference,  going  to  offer  a 
few  pbfervations  in  defence  of  my  Latin,  which  you  have  found  fault  with. 

"  You  think  I  fhould  have  ufed  /pet  prim^,  inftead  of  fpei  altera.  Spes  is, 
indeed,  often  ufed  to  exprefs  fomething  on  which  we  have  a  future  depen- 
dence, as  in  Virg.  Eclog.  i.  I.  14, 


modo  namque  gemeUos 


*  Spem  gregis  ahftUce  in  nudd  connixa  reliquit.* 
and  in  Georg.  iii.  1.  473* 

*  Spemque  gregemque  Jlmul,* 

for  the  lambs  and  the  fheep.  Yet  it  is  alfo  ufed  to  exprefs  any  thing  on  which 
we  have  a  prefent  dependence,  and  is  well  applied  to  a  man  of  diftinguifhed 
influence,  our  fupport,  our  refuge,  our  prajidium^  as  Horace  calls  Maecenas. 
So,  iEneid  xii.  1.  57,  Queen  Amata  addreffes  her  fon-in-law  Turnus : — *  Spes 
tu  nunc  una  i   and  he  was  then  no  future  hope,  for  Ihe  adds, 

'  ■  decus  imperiumque  Latini 

*  Te  penes.' 

*  The  paflagc  omitted  explained  the  tranfaftion  to  which  the  preceding  letter  had  alluded. 

Oo  2  which 
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which  might  have  been  faid  of  my  Lord  Bute  fome  years  ago.  Now  1  con- 
^^JfT!^  fidcr  the  prefent  Earl  of  Bute  to  be  *  Exce}fa  famUia  de  Bute  fyts  prima ;'  and 
my  Lord  Mountftuart,  as  his  eldeft  fon,  to  be  ^J^es  altera.*  So  in  iEneid  3ui. 
L  1 6  8,  after  having  mentioned  Pater  ^neas,  who  was  xht  prefent  ipes,  the 
reipdng  Ipesj^  as  my  German  friends  would  fay,  the  j^^^j  frima^  the  poet  adds, 

«  Etjuxta  J/caniuSy  magna  fpes  altera  Bjma^ 

"  You  think  altera  ungrammatical,  and  you  tell  me  it  ihould  have  been 
alteri.  You  muft  recollcft,,  that  in  old  times  alter  was  declined  regularly ;  and 
when  the  ancient  fragments  prcferved  in  the  Juris  Civilis  FmUes  were  written, 
it  was  certainly  declined  in  the  way  diat  I  ufe  it.  This,  I  Ihould  think,  may 
proteft  a  lawyer  who  writes  altera  in  a  diflertatickn  upon  part  of  his  own  fciencc. 
But  as  I  could  hardly  venture  to  quote  fragments  of  old  law  to  Co  claflical  a 
XMXi  as  Mr.  Johnfon,  1  have  not  made  an  accurate  fearch  into  thefe  remains, 
to  find  examples  of  what  I  am  able  to  produce  in  poetical  compofidon.  We 
-find  in  Plaut.  Rudens,  aft  iii.  fcene  4, 

*  Nam  huic  alterae  patria  qua  Jit  profeElo  nejcio^ 

Plautus  is,  to  be  fure,  an  old  comick  writer :  but  in  the  days  of  Scipio  and 
LeHus>  we  find>  Teient..  Heautoatim^  aft  ii^.  fcene  3, 

*  ■  ■    '         hoc  ipfa  in  itinere  alter® 

*  Dum  narrate  forte  audiviJ^ 

«  You  doubt  my  having  authority  for  uCinggemis  abfolutely,^fbr  what  we 
C2M  family,  thatis,  (or  illujlrious  extraSien.  Now  I  take  i^^Of  in  Latin,  to 
have  much  the  lame,  fignifiqation  with  i^irtb  in  Englifh ;  both  in  their  primary 
meaning  exprelfing  fimply  defcent,  but  both  made  to  ftand  kcht  t^^nnv,  for 
Bojbje  de£:ent«     Genus  is  thus  ufed  in  Hor.  lib.  ii.  Sat.  v.  1.  8, 

^  Et  genus  et  virtus,  nifi  cum  re,  vilior  alga  efi^ 

And  in  lib.  i.  Epift.^  vi  1.  37, 

,  ^  Et  genus  et  formam  Regina  pecunia  donate 

And  in  the  celebrated  conteft  between  Ajax  and  Ulyfles,  Ovid*s  Metamoiphk 
lib.  xiii.  L  14O1 

^  Nam  fg:xin%  et  proavosy  et  qua  nm  fecimus  ipfi^ 
^  ViM  ea  nofira  voco^^ 


^  Ibmnes: 


€€ 
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nullitis  origmis^  for  nuIUs  orti  majerihiSy  or  nuUo  loco  $iai$,  is,  you  are 
afraid,  barbarous. 

Origo  is  ufed  to  fignify  extradioHi  as  in  Virg.  JEneid  i.  1.  296, 

'  Nafcetur  pulcbrd  Tro/anus  origine  Ce/ar.^ 

and  in  ^neid  x.  1.  6i8j 

^  Ille  tamen  noftrd deducit  origine  nomen* 

and  as  nuOus  is  ufed  for  obfcure>  is  it  not  in  the  genius  of  the  Latin  language 
to  write  nulUus  origims^  for  obfcure  extraftion  ? 
.    **  I  have  defended  myfclf  as  well  as  I  could. 

**  Might  I  venture  to  differ  from  you  with  regard  to  die  utility  of  vows  ? 
I  am  fenfible  that  it  would  be  very  dangerous  to  make  vows  ralhly,  and  with- 
out a  due  oonfideration.  But  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  they  may  often  be 
of  great  advantage  to  one  of  a  variable  judgement  and  irregular  incUnadons. 
I  always  remember  a  paffage  in  one  of  your  letters  to  our  Italian  frbnd 
Baretd,  where  talking  of  the  monailick  life,  you  fay  you  do  not  wonder  that 
ferious  men  fhould  put  themfelves  under  the  protedtion  of  a  religious  order, 
when  they  have  found  how  unable  they  are  to  take  care  of  themfelves.  For 
my  own  part,  without  afie£bing  to  be  a  Socrates,  I  am  fure  I  have  a  more 
than  ordinary  flruggle  to  maintain  with  the  Evil  Principle ;  and  all  the  methods 
I  can  devife  are  little  enough  to  keep  me  tolerably  fleady  in  the  paths  of 
rectitude,  - 


"  I  am  ever,  with  the  highefl  veneration, 

"  Your  affcftionate  humble  fervant, 

"  James  Boswell.*^ 

It  appears  from  his  diary,  that  he  was  this  year  at  Mr.  Thrale's,  from 
before  Midfummer  till  after  Michaelmas,  and  that  he .  afterwards  pafled  a 
mondi  at  Oxford.  He  had  then  contrafted  a  great  intimacy  with  Mr.  Chambers 
of  that  Univerfity,  now  Sir  Robert  Chambers,  one  of  the  Judges  in  India. 

He  publifhed  nothing  this  year  in  his  own  name  ^  but  the  noble  Dedication  ♦ 
to  the  King,  of  Gwyn's  *'  London  and  Weflminfler  Improved,'*  was  written  by 
him  J  and  he  furnifhed  the  Preface,!  ^^  feveral  of  the  pieces,  which  compofe  a 
volume  of  Mifcellanies  by  Mrs.  Anna  Williams,  the  blind  lady  who  had  an 
afylum  in  his  houfe.  Of  thele,  Acre  are  his  "  Epitaph  on  Philips  i*"  "  Tranfla- 
tion  of  a  Latin  Epitaph  on  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  ;t"  *'  Fricndfhip,  an  Ode  i*** 
and,  ^^  The  Ant,*''  a  paraphrafc  from  the  Proverbs,  of  which  I  have  a  cort 

in 
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in  his  own  hand- writing  5    and,   from  internal  evidence,   I  afcribe  to  him, 

*'  To  Mifs on  her  giving  the  Authour  a  gold  and  filk  net- work  Purfc 

of  her  own  weaving  jf  and,  "  The  happy  Life.f " — ^Moft  of  them  have 
evidently  received  confidcrable  additions  from  his  fuperiour  pen,  particularly 
"  Verfes  to  Mr.  Richardfon,  on  his  Sir  Charles  Grandifon  j"  "  The  Excur- 
fion;"  "  Refleftions  on  a  Grave  digging  in  Weft  minder- Abbey.*'  There  is 
in  this  colleftion  a  poem  *'  On  the  Death  of  Stephen  Grey,  the  Eledbrician  i*" 
wfeieh,  on  reading  it,  appeared  to  me  to  be  undoubtedly  Johnfon's.  I  aiked 
Mrs.  Williams  whether  it  was  not  his.  "  Sir,  (faid  fhe,  with  Ibme  warmth,)  I 
wrote  that  poem  before  I  had  the  honour  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  acquaintance."  I, 
however  was  lb  much  impreffed  with  my  firft  notion,  that  I  mentioned  it  to 
Johnfon,  repeating,  at  the  fame  time,  what  Mrs.  Williams  had  laid.  His 
anfwer  was,  'Mt  is  true.  Sir,  that  Ihe  wrote  it  before  fhe  was  acquainted  with 
me ;  but  ittie.has  not  told  you  that  I  wrote  it  all  over  again,  except  two  lines." 
-*'  The  Foiintains,!"  a  beautiful  little  Fairy  tale  in  profe,  written  with  cxquifitc 
fimplidty,  is  one  of  Johnfon's  productions ;  and  I  cannot  with-hold  from  Mrs, 

\  Thrale  the  praife  of  being  the  authour  of  that  admirable  poem,  "  The  Three 

'  Warnings." 

He  wrote  this  year  a  letter  not  intended  for  publication,  which  has,  per- 
haps, as  ftrong  marks  of  his  fendment  and  flyle,  as  any  of  his  compofidons, 

.  The  original  is  in  my  poffeflion.  It  is  addreflcd  to  the  late  Mr.  William , 
Drummond,  bookfeller  in  Edinburgh,  a  gendeman  of  good  family,  but  fmall 
cftate,  who  took  arms  for  the  houfe  of  Stuart  in  1745  j  and  during  his  con- 
cealment in  London  rill  the  aft  of  general  pardon  came  out,  obtained  the 
acquaintance  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  who  juftly  efteemed  him  as  a  very  worthy  man. 
It  fcems,  fome  of  the  members  of  the  fociety  in  Scodand  for  propagating 
Chriftian  knowledge  had  oppofed  the  fcheme  of  tranflating  the  holy  fcriptures 
into  the  Erfe  or  Gaelick  language,  from  political  confideradons  of  the  dif- 
advantage  of  keeping  up  the  diftinftion  between  the  Highlanders  and  the  othei- 
inhabitants  of  North-Britain.  Dr.  Johnfon  being  informed  of  this,  I  liippofc 
by  Mr.  Drummond,  wrote  with  a  generous  indignarion  as  follows : 


To  Mr.  William   Drummond. 

«  Sir, 

'^  I  D I D  not  expeft  to  hear  that  it  could  be,  in  an  afllembly  convened 
lor  the  propagation  of  Chriftian  knowledge^  a  queftion  whether  any  nation 
uninihxifted  in  rdi^on  fhould  receive  inflruftion  -,  or  whedier  that  inflruftion 

fhould 


^.^-■i'       ■■*       ^■--        ^-iT*. 
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IhouJd  be  imparted  to  them  by  a  tianflation  of  the  holy  books  ^into  their  own  i?^* 
language.  If  obedience  to  the  will  of  God  be  neccflary  to  happinels,  and  ^^tat.  c^ 
knowledge  of  his  will  be  neCeffary  to  obedience,  I  know  not  how  he  that 
with-holds  thk  knowledge,  or  delays  it,  can  be  faid  to  love  his  neighbour  as 
himfetf.  He,  that  voluntarity  continues  ignorance,  is  guilty  of  all  the  crimes 
which  ignocance  produces ;  as  to  him,  that  ihould  extinguifh  the  Capers  of  a 
light-houfe,  might  juftly  be  imputed  the  calamities  of  fliipwrecks.  Chriftianity 
is  the  highefl:  perfe6tion  of  humanity ;  and  as  no  man  is  good  but  as  he  wiflies 
the  good  of  others,  no  man  can  be  good  in  the  highefl:  degree,  who  wifhes 
not  to  others  the  largeft  meafures  of  the  greatefl:  good.  To  omit  for  a  year, 
or  for  a  day^  the  mofl:  efficacious  method  of  advancing  Chriftianity,  in  com- 
pliance with  any  purpofes  that  terminate  on  this  fide  of  the  grave,  is  a  crime 
of  which  I  know  not  that  the  world  has  yet  had  an  example,  except  in  the 
praftice  of  the  planters  of  America,  a  race  of  mortals  whom,  I  fuppofe,  no 
other  man  wiflies  to  refemble. 

"  The  Papifl:s  have,  indeed,  denied  to  the  laity  die  ufe  of  the  bible ;  but 
this  prohibition,  in  few  places  now  very  rigoroufly  enforced,  is  defended  by ' 
arguments,  which,  have  for  their  foundation  the  care  of  fouls.  To  obfciire,. 
upon  motives  merely  political,  the  light  of  revelation,  is  a  pradtice  referved 
for  the  reformed ;  and,  furely,  the  blacked  midnight  of  popery  is  meridian  fun- 
Ihine  to  fuch  a  reformation.  I  am  not  very  willing  that  any  language  (hould 
be  totally  extinguiflied.  The  fimilitude  and-  derivation  of  languages  afford  the 
moft  indubitable  proof  of  the  traduction  of  nations,  and  the  genealogy  of  man- 
kind. They  add  often  phyfical  certainty  to  hifl:orical  evidence ;  and  often 
fupply  the  only  evidence  of  ancient  migrations,  and  of  thfe  revolutions  of  ages 
which  left  no  written  monuments  behind  them. 

"  Every  man's  opinions,  at  leaft  his  dcfires,  are  a  litde  influenced  by  his 
favourite  fliidies.  My  zeal  for  languages  may  feem,  perhaps,  rather  over- 
heated, even  to  thofe  by  whom  I  defire  to  be  well  efteemed.  To  thofe  who 
have  nothing  in  their  thoughts  but  trade  or  policy,  prefent  power,  or  prefcnt 
money,  I  fliould  not  think  it  necefliary  to  defend  my  opinions  j  but  with  men 
of  letters  I  would  not  unwillingly  compound,  by  wifliing  the  continuance  of 
every  language,  however  narrow  in  its  extent,  or  however  incommodious  for 
common  purpofes,  .till  it  is  repofited  in  fome  verfion  of  a  known  book,  that 
it  may  t)e  always  hereafter  cxaniined  and  compared  with  other  languages,  and 
then  permitting  its  difufe.  For  this  purpofe,  the  tranflation  of  the  bible  is 
moft  to  be  d^fired.  *  It  is  not  certain  that  the  fame  method  will  not  preferve 

the  Highland  language,  for  the  purpolibs  of  learning,   and  abolifli  it  from 

daily 
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yj]^t^  daily  ufe.  When  the  Highlanders  read  the  Bible^  they  will  naturally  i;wfli  to 
Mut.  ^6.  have  its  obfcurities  cleared,  and  to^know  the  hiftory,  collateral  or  appendant. 
Knowledge  always  defires  increafe :  it  is  like  fire,  which  mvifi  firil  be  kindled 
by  fome  external  agent,  but  which  will  afterwards  propagate  itfelf.  When 
they  once  delire  to  learn,  they  will  naturally  have  recourfe  to  the  nearefi;  lan- 
guage by  which  that  defire  can  be  gratified ;  and  one  will  tell  another  that 
if  he  would  attain  knowledge,  he  muft  learn  Engliih. 

"  This  {peculation  may,  perhaps,  be  thought  more  fubtle  than  the  groff- 
neis  of  real  life  will  eafily  admit.  Let  it,  however,  be  remembered,  that  the 
efficacy  of  ignorance  has  been  long  tried,  and  has  not  produced  the  confe- 
quence  expefted.  Let  knowledge,  therefore,  take  its  turn ;  and  let  the  patrons 
of  privation  ftand  awhile  afide,  and  admit  the  operation  of  pofidve  principles. 

«*  You  will  be  pleafed.  Sir,  to  afllire  the  worthy  man  who  is  employed  in 
the  new  tranfladon,  that  he  has  my  wifhes  for  his  fuccels ;  and  if  here  or  at 
Oxford  I  can  be  of  any  ufe,  that  I  (hall  think  it  more  than  honour  to  promote 
his  undertaking. 

«M  am  forry  that  I  delayed  {o  long  to  write.    I  am.  Sir, 

*^  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  Johnfon's-court,  Flcet-ftreet,  Sam.JohitSO N.'' 

Aug.  13,  1766. 

The  opponents  of  this  pious  fcheme  being  made  afhamed  of  their  condud« 
the  benevolent  undertaking  was  allowed  to  go  on. 

The  following  letters,  though  not  written  till  the  year  after,  being  chiefly 
upon  the  fame  fubje(5t,  are  here  inferted. 

To  Mr,  William   Drummohd. 

^'  Dear  Sir, 

"  THAT  my  letter  Ihould  have  had  fuch  efieds  as  you  mention, 
g^ves  me  great  pleafure.  I  hope  you  do  not  flatter  me  by  impudng  to  me 
more  good  than  I  have  really  done.  Thofe  whom  my  arguments  have  per* 
fuaded  to  change  their  opinion,  fliow  fuch  modeity  and  candour  as  deienre 
great  praife. 

^'  I  hope  the  worthy  tranflator  goes  diligently  forward.  He  has  a  higher 
reward  in  profpefb,  than  any  honours  which  this  world  can  beftow.  I  wifh  I 
could  be  ufeful  to  him. 

^^  The  publicadon  of  my  fetter,  if  it  could  be  of  ufe  in  a  caufe  to  which 
flU  other  caules  are  nodiing,  I  fhoukl  not  prohibit.    But  fiift^  I  woukl  hare 

you 
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you^ronfidcr  whether  the  publication  will  really  do  any  goodj  next,  whether      ii^6. 
by  printing  and  diftributing  a  very  fmall  number,  you  nnay  not  attain  all  that  ^J^Jfcr! 
you  propofe ;  and,  what  perhaps  I  (hould  have  faid  firft,  whether  the  letter, 
which  i  do  not  now  perfedly  remember,  be  fit  to  be  printed. 

"  If  you  can  confult  Dr.  Robertfon,  to  whom  I  am  a  little  known,  I  fliall 
be  fatisfied  about  the  propriety  of  whatever  he  (hall  direft.  If  he  thinks  that 
it  fhould  be  printed,  I  entreat  him  to  rcvife  it  j  there  may,  perhaps,  be  fome 
negligent  lines  written,  and  whatever  is  amils,  he  knows  very  well  how  to 
reftify '. 

'^  Be  pleafed  to  let  me  know,  from  time  to  rime,  how  this  excellent  defign 
goes  forward. 

"  Make  my  compliments  to  young  Mr.  Drummond,  whom  I  hope  you 
will  live  to  fee  fuch  as  you  defire  him. 

*'  I  have  not  lately  feen  Mr.  Elphinfton,  but  believe  him  to  be  prolperous. 
'I  fliall  be  glad  to  hear  the  fame  of  you,  for  I  am,  Sir, 

^  .1-..  (t  Your  affeftionate  humble  fer^ant, 

'*  Johnfon's-coart,  Fleet-ftrcct,  S  A  M.   J  O  H  N  S  O  N." 

April  zi,  1767. 

To  the  fame. 

"  I  RETURNED  this  Week  from  the  country,  after  an  abfence  of  near 
fix  monthS)  and  found  your  letter,  with  many  others,  which  I  fhould  have 
anfwered  fooner,  if  I  had  fooner  feen  them. 

"  Dr.  Robertfon's  opinion  was  lurely  right.  Men  fliouH  not  be  told  jof  the 
feults  which  they  have  mended.  I  am  glad  the  old  language  is  taught,  and 
honour  the  tranflator  as  a  man  whom  God  has  diftinguifhed  by  the  high  office 
of  propagating  his  word. 

"  I  muft  take  the  liberty  of  engaging  you  in  an  office  of  charity.  Mrs. 
Hecly,  the  wife  pf  Mr.  Heely,  who  had  lately  fomr  office  in  your  theatre,  is 
my  near  relation,  and  now  in  great  diftrefs.  They  wrote  me  word  of  their 
fituadon  fome  time  ago,  to  which  I  returned  them  an  anfwer  which  raifed  hopes 
of  more  than  it  is  proper  for  me  to  give  them.  Their  reprefentarion  of  their 
affairs  I  have  difcovered  to  be  fuch  as  cannot  be  trufted ;  and  at  this  diftancc, 
though  their  cafe  requires  hallcj  I  know  not  how  to  ad.  She,  or  her  daughters, 
may  be  heard  of  at  Canongate  Head.     I  muft  beg,  •  Sir,  that  you  will  enquire 

^  This  paragraph  (hews  Johnfon's  real  eftimation  of  the  cfaaradlcr  and  abilities  of  the  celebrated' 
ScDttifli  Hiftorian,  however  lightly*  in  a  moioent  of  caprice^  be  may  have  fpctken  of  his  works. 

P  p  after 
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after  dicm,  and  let  me  know  what  is  to  be  done.  I  am  willing  to  go  to  ten 
pounds,  and  will  tranfmit  you  fuch  a  fum,  if  upon  examination  you  find  it 
likely  to  be  of  ufe.  If  they  are  in  immediate  want^  advance  them  what  you 
think  proper.  What  I  could  do,  I  would  do  for  the  women,  having  no  great 
rcalbn  to  pay  much  regard  to  Hicely  himfelf  ♦. 

'*  I  believe  you  may  receive  fomc  intelligence  from  Mrs.  Baker,  of  the 
theatre,  whofe  letter  I  received  at  the  fame  time  with  yours,  and  to  whom, 
if  you  fee  her,  you  will  make  my  excufe  for  the  feeming  negledt  of  anfwer- 
ing  her. 

"  Whatever  you  advance  within  ten  pounds  fhall  be  immediately  returned 
to  you,  or  paid  as  you  Ihall  order.     I  truft  wholly  to  your  judgement. 

*'  I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

"  London, Johnfon's-court, Fleet-  Sam.  JOHNSOM.*' 

ftreet.  Oft.  24,  1767. 

Mr.  Cuthbert  Shaw  ^  ^ke  diftinguifhed  by  his  genius,  misfortunes,  anct 
mifconduft,  publilhed  this  year  a  poem,  called  "  The  Race,  by  Mercurius. 
Spur,  Efq."  in  which  he  whimfically  made  the  living  poets  of  England  contend 
for  pre-eminence  of  fame  by  running : 

"  Prove  by  their  heels  the  proweis  of  the  head.** 

In  this  poem  there  was  the  following  portrait  of  Johnfon  : 

Here  Johnfon  comes, — unbleft  with  outward  grace. 

His  rigid  morals  f^amp'd  upon  his  face. 

While  ftrong  conceptions  fbiiggle  in  his  brain ; 
**  (For  even  Wit  is  brought  to*bed  with  pain)  : 

To  view  him,  porters  with  their  loads  would  reft, 

fijttd  babes  cling  frighted  to  the  nurfe's  breafl. 
"  With  looks  convulsed,  he  roars  in  pompous  ftrain, 
*^  And,  like  an  angry  lion,  fhakes  his  mane. 
*'  The  Nine,  with  t3error  flxuck,  -who  ne^cr  had  feen. 

Aught  human  with  fo  horrible  a  mien. 

Debating  whether  they  fhould  ftay  or  run, 
*'  Virtue  ftcps  forth,  and  claims  him  for  her  fom 

^  This  is  the  petfon  cooceniing  whom  Sir  John  Hawkins  has  throwa  out  veiy  unwarrantable 
jtfle^ons  both  againil  Dr.  Johsfon  and  Mr.  Francis  Baifacr. 

'  See  an  account  of  him  in  the  Europeaa  Magazine,  Jamtary,  1786^ 
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^^  With  gendc  fpeech  Jhc  warm  him  now  tx)  yield, 
^  Nor  ftain  his  glories  in  the  doubtful  field ; 
**  But  wrapt  in  confcious  worth,  content  fit  down, 
*'  Since  Fame,  refolv'd  his  various  pleas  to  crown. 

Though  forc'd  his  prefent  claim  to  difavow. 

Had  long  referv'd  a  chaplet  for  his  brow. 

He  bows,  obeys ;  for  Time  fhall  firft  expire, 
"  Ere  Johnfon  ftay,  when  Virtue  bids  retire." 

The  Honourable  Thomas  Henrey  and  his  lady  having  unhappily  difagreed, 
and  being  about  to  (eparate,  Johnfon  interfered  as  their  friend,  and  wrote 
him  a  ktter  of  expoftulation,  which  I  have  not  been  able  to  fi^d ;  but  the 
fubftance  of  it  is  afcertained  by  a  letter  to  Johnfon,  in  anfwer  to  it,  which  Mr. 
Hervey  printed.  The  occafion  of  this  correfpondence  between  Dr.  Johnfon 
and  Mr.  Hervey,  was  thus  related  to  me  by  Mr.  Beauclerk.  "  Tom  Hervey 
had  a  great  liking  for  Johnfon,  and  in  his  will  had  left  him  a  legacy  of  fifty 
pounds.  One  day  he  laid  to  me,  *  Johnfon  may  want  this  money  now,  more 
than  afterwards.  I  have  a  mind  to  give  it  him  direftly.  Will  you  be  fo  good 
as  to  carry  a  fifty  pound  note  from  me  to  him  i  *  This  I  pofitively  refiifed  to 
do,  as  he  might,  perhaps,  have  knocked  me  down  for  infulting  him,  and  have 
afterwards  put  the  note  in  his  pocket.  But  I  faid,  if  Hervey  would  write  him 
a  letter,  and  enclofe  a  fifty  pound  note,  I  Ihould  take  care  to  deliver  it.  He 
accordingly  did  write  him  a  letter,  mentioning  that  he  was  only  paying  a 
icgacy  a  litde  fooner.  To  his  letter  he  added,  ^  P.S.  I  am  going  io  part 
with  my  wife.*  Johnfon  then  wrote  to  him,  faying  nothing  of  the  note,  but 
remonfbating  with  him  againft  parting  with  his  wife.'* 

When  I  mentioned  to  Johnfon  this  ftory,  in  as  delicate  terms  as  X  could, 
he  told  me  that  the  fifty  pound  note  was  given  to  him  by  Mr.  Hervey  in 
confideration  of  his  having  written  for  him  a  pamphlet  againft  Sir  Charles 
Hanbury  Williams,  who,  Mr.  Harvey  imagined,  was  the  authour  of  an  attack 
upon  hirti ;  but  that  it  was  afterwards  difcovered  to  be  the  work  of  a  garret- 
teer,  who  wrote  "  The  Fool :"  fo  the  pamphlet  againft  Sir  Charles  was  not 
printed. 

In  February,  1767,  there  happened  one  of  the  moft  remarkable  incidents 
of  Johnfon's  life,  which  gratified  his  monarchical  enthufiafm,  and  which  he 
loved  to  relate  with  all  its  circumftances,  when  requeftfcd  by  his  friends.  This 
v^as  his  being  honoured  by  a  private  converfation  with  his  Majefly,  in  the 
library  at  the  Queen's  houfe.     He  had  fi^quently  vifited  thofe  fplcndid  rooms 
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i7^7»  and  noble  colkftion  of  books*,  which  he  \ifed  to  fay  was  more  numerous  and 
^ULt  cB  curious  than  he  fuppofed  any  perfon  could  have  made  in  the  time  which  the 
King  had  employed.  Mr.  Barnard,  the  librarian,  took  care  that  he  fhould 
have  every  accommodation  that  could  contribute  to  his  eafc  and  convenience, 
while  indulging  his  literary  tafte  in  that  place  j  {o  that  he  had  here  a  very 
agreeable  refource  at  leifuie  hours. 

-  His  Majefty  having  been  informed  of  his  occafional  vifits,  was  pleafed  to 
fignify  a  defire  that  he  (hould  'be  told  when  Dr.  Johnfon  came  next  to  the 


I 


library.     Accordingly,  the  next  time  that  Johnfon  did  come,  as  foon  as  he  * 

was  fairly  engaged  with  a  book,  on  which,  while  he  fat  by  the  fire,  he  feemcd 

quite  inteftt,  Mr.  Barnard  ftole  round  to  the  apartment  where  the  King  was, 

and,  in  obedience  to  his  Majefty*s  commands,  mentioned  that  Dr.  Johnfon  was 

then  in  the  library.  His  Majefty  faid  he  was  at  leifure,  and  would  go  to  him  j 

upon  which  Mr.  Barnard  took  one  of  the  candles  that  ftood  on  the  King's  table, 

and  lighted  his  Majefty  through  a  fuite  of  rooms,  till  they  came  to  a  private 

door  into  the  library,  of  which  his  Majefty  had  the.  key.     Being  entered,  Mr. 

Barn^d  ftepped  forward  haftily  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  who  was  ftill  in  a  profound 

ftudy,  and  whifpered  him,  "  Sir,  here  is  the  King."  Johnfon  fliarted  up,  and  ftood 

ftill.     His  Majefty  approached  him,  and  at  once  was  courteoufly  eafy  ^. 

His  Majefty  began  by  obferving,  that  he  underftood  he  rame  fometimes  to 
the  library  j  and  then  mentioning  his  having  heard  that  the  Do6tor  had  been 

^  Dr.  Johofon  bad  the  honour  of  contributing  his  affiftance  towards  the  formation  of  this  Hbrary ; 
for  I  have  read  a  long  letter  from  him  to  Mr.  Barnard,  giving  the  mod  maflerly  inftr unions  on  the 
fubjcA.  I  wiihed  much  to  have  gratified  my  readers  with  the  perufal  of  this  letter,  and  hare  lea- 
fon  to  think  that  his  Majefty  would  have  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  permit  its  publication;  but  Mr* 
Barnard^  to  whom  I  applied,  declined  it  *'  on  his  own  account." 

^  The  paniculars  of  this  converfation  I  have  been  at  great  pains  to  colleft  with  the  utmoft 
authenticity >  from  Dr.  Johnfon's  own  detail  to  myfelf ;,  from  Mr.  Langton,  who  was  prefent  when 
he  gave  an  account  of  it  to  Dr,  Jofeph  Warton,  and  feveral  other  friends,  at  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds's  ; 
from  Mr.  Barnard ;  from  the  copy  of  a  letter  written  by  the  late  Mr.  Strahan  the  printer*  to 
Bifhop  Warburton  ;  and  from  a  minute,  the  original  of  which  is  among  the  papers  of  the  late 
Sir  James  Caldwell,  and  a  copy  of  which  was  moft  obligingly  obtained  for  me  from  his  fon  Sir 
John  Caldwell,  by  Sir  Francis  Lumm.     To  all  thefe  gentlemen  I  beg  leave  to  make  my  grate- 
ful acknowledgements,  and  particularly  to  Sir  Francis  Lumm,  who  was  pleafed  to  take  a  great 
deal  of  trouble,  and  even  had  the  minute  laid  before  the  King  by  Lord  Caermarthen>  now  Duke  of 
Leeds,  one  of  his  Majefty *s  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,   who  announced  to  Sir  Francis  the 
Koyal  pleafure  concerning  it  by  a  letter,  in  thefe  words  :  •*  I  have  the  King's  commands  to  alfure 
you.  Sir,  how  fenfible  his  Majefty  is  of  your  attention  in  communicating,  the  minute  of  the  con- 
verfation pcevious  to  its  publication.     As  there  appears  no  objec'tion  to  your  complying  with  Mr. 
Bofweli's  wifhes  on  the  fubjeft,  you  are  at  full  liberty  to  deliver  it  to  that  gentleman,  to  make  fuch 
ttfc  of  in  bis  Life  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  as  he  may  think  proper.'* 

lately 
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ktely  at  Orford,  aiked  him  if  he  was  not  fond  of  going  thither.  To  which  »7^7- 
Johnfon  anfwered,  that  he  was  indeed  fond  of  going  to  Oxford  fometimesj  ^SfTg^ 
but  was  likewife  glad  to  come  back  again.  The  King  then  aiked  him  whac 
they  were  doing  at  Oxford.  Johnfon  anfwered,  he  could  not  much  commend 
their  diligence,  but  that  in  fome  refpeds  they  Were  mended,  for  they  had  put 
their  prefs  under  better  regulations,  and  were  at  that  time  printing  Polybius. 
He  was  then  aiked  whether  there  were  better  libraries  at  Oxford  or  Cambridge. 
He  anfwered,  he  believed  the  Bodleian  was  larger  than  any  they  had  at  Cam- 
bridge i  at  the  lame  time  adding,  '"  I  hope,  whether  we  have  more  books  or 
not  than  they  have  at  Cambridge,  we  Ihall  make  as  good  ufe  of  them  as  they 
do."  Being  aiked  whether  AU-Souls  or  Chrift-Church  library  was  the  largeft, 
he  anfwered,  "  AU-Souls  library  is  the  largeft  we  have,  except  the  Bodleian.'' 
"  Aye,  (faid  the  King,)  that  is  the  publick  library.'* 

His  Majefly  enquired  if  he  was  then  writing  any  thing.  He  anfwered^ 
he  was  not,  for  he  had  pretty  well  told  the  world  what  he  knew,  and  muft 
now  read  to  acquire  more  knowledge.  The  King,  as  it  Ihould  feem  with  a 
view  to  urge  him  to  rely  on  his  own  ftores  as  an  original  writer,  and  to  condnue 
his  labours,  then  faid,  "  I  do  not  think  you  borrow  much  from  any  body.'* 
Johnfon  faid,  he  thought  he  had  already  done  his  part  as  a  writer.  •"  I  Ihould 
have  thought  fo  too,  (faid  the  King,)  if  you  had  not  written  fo  well."— 
Johnfon  obfcrved  to  me,  upon  this,  tliat  "  No  man  could  have  paid  a  hand- 
Ibmer  compliment ;  and  it  was  fit  for  a  King  to  pay.  Ii:  was  decilive."  When 
alked  by  another  friend,  at  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds's,  whether  he  made  any  reply 
to  this  high  compliment,  he  anfwered,  "  No,  Sir.  When  the  King  had  faid 
it,  it  was  to  be  fo.  It  was  not  for  me  to  bandy  civilities  with  my  fovcreign." 
Perhaps  no  man  who  had  fpent  his  whole  life  in  courts  could  have  Ihewn  a 
more  nice  and  dignified  fcnfe  of  true  politenefs,  than  Johnfon  did  in  this  inftance. 

His  Majefty  having  obferved  to  him  that  he  fuppofed  he  muft  have  read  a 
great  deal ;  Johnfon  anfwered,  that  he  thought  more  than  he  read ;  that  he 
had  read  a  great  deal  in  the  early  part  of  his  life,  but  having  fallen  into  ill 
health,  he  had  not  been  able  to  read  much,  compared  with  others :  for 
inftance,  he  faid  he  had  not  read  much  compared  with  Dr.  Warburton.  Upon 
which  the  King  faid,  that  he  heard  Dr.  Warburton  was  a  man  of  fuch  general 
knowledge,  that  you  could  fcarce  talk  with  him  on  any  fubjeit  on  which  he 
was  not  qualified  to  fpeak  ;  and  that  his  learning  refembled  Garrick's  afting^ 
in  its  univerlality.  His  Majefty  then  talked  of  the  controverfy  between 
Warburton  and  Lowth,  which  he  feemed  to  have  read,  and  afked  Johnfon 
what  he  thought  of  it.     Johnfon  anfwered,  "  Warburton  has  moft  general-, 

moft^ 
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moft  fcholaftick  learning ;  I/)vnh  is  the  more  corredt  fcholan    I  do  not  know 

whick  of  them  calls  names  beft."    The  King  was  pleafed  to  fay  he  was  of 

the  {ame  opinion  j  adding,  "  You  do  not  think  then.  Dr.  Johnibn,  that  there 

was  much  argument  in  the  cafe."    Johnfon  £ud,  he  did  not  think  their  was, 

«'  Why  truly,  (faid  the  King,)  when  once  it  comes  to  calling  names,  argu-  J 

ment  is  pretty  well  at  an  end." 

His  Majefty  then  alked  him  what  he  thought  of  Lord  Lyttelton's  hiftory, 
which  was  then  juft  publilhed.  Johnfon  faid,  he  thought  his  ftyle  pretty  good, 
but  that  he  had  blamed  Henry  the  Second  rather  too  much.  **  Why,  (faid 
the  King,)  they  feldom  do  thefe  things  by  halves."  "  No,  Sir,  (anfwered 
Johnibn,)  not  to  Kings."  But  fearing  tp  be  mifiinderftood,  he  proceeded  to  ' 
explain  himfelf ;  and  immediately  fubjoined,  **  That  for  thofc  who  (poke 
worfc  of  Kings  than  they  deferved,  he  could  find  no  excufc,  but  that  he  could 
more  ealily  conceive  how  fome  might  fpeak  better  of  them  than  they  deferved, 
without  any  ill  intention;  for,  as  Kings  had  much  in  their  power  to  give, 
thofe  who  were  fiivoured  by  them  would  frequendy,  from  gratitude,  exagge- 
rate their  praiies ;  and  as  this  proceeded  from  a  good  motive,  it  was  certainly 
excufeable,  as  far  as  errour  could  be  excufeabk."  - 

The  King  then  afked  him  what  he  thought  of  Dr.  Hill.  Jphnfon  anfwered, 
that  he  was  an  ingenious  man,  but  had  no  veracity;  and  immediately 
mendoned,  ^  as  an  inftance  of  it,  an  affertion  of  that  writer^  that  he  had 
feen  obje6b  magnified  to  a  much  greater  degree  by  ufing  three  or  four  micro- 
fcopes  at  a  time,  than  by  ufing  one.  "  Now,  (added  Johnfon,)  every  one 
acquainted  with  microfcopes  knows,  that  the  more  of  them  he  looks  throughj^. 
the  lefs  the  object  will  appear."  *<  Why,  (replied  the  King>)  this  is  not  only 
telling  an  untruth,  but  telling  it  cltunfily;  for,  if  that  be  the  cafe,  every  one 
w-ho  can  look  through  a  microfcope  will  be  able  to  detedb  him." 

"  I  now,  (fakl  Johnfon  to  his  fiiends,  when  relating  what  had  pafled,) 
began  to  confider  that  I  was  depreciating  this  man  in  the  eflimadon  of  his 
fovereigq,  and  thought  it  was  dme  for  me  to  fay  fbmething  that  might  be 
more  fevourable."  He  added,  therefore,  that  Dr.  Hill  was,  notwithftandin^, 
a .  very  curious  obferver ;  and  if  he  would  have  been  contented  to  tell  the 
world  no  more  than  he .  knew,  he  ought  have  been  a  very  confiderable  man, 
and  needed  not  to  have  recourfe  to  fuch  mean  expedients  to  raiie  hia 
reputation. 

The  King  then  talked  of  literary  journals,  mendoned  pardcuhrly  the 
Journal  des  Savons^  and  zfkoSi  Johnfon  if  it  was  well  done.  Johnfon  laid, 
it  was  formerly,  very  well  done,  and  gave  fooie  account  of  the  perfons  -who 
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began  it,  and  carried  it  on  for  fome  years ;  enlarging  at  die  fame  time,  on  the 
nature  and  ufe  of  fuch  works.  The  King  aflced  him  if  it  was  well  done  now. 
Johnfbn  answered,  he  had  no  reafbn  to  think  that  it  wds;  The  King  then 
aiked  him  if  there  were  any  other  literary  journals  publifhed  in  this  kingdom, 
excq>t  the  Monthly  and  Cridcal  Reviews ;  and  on  being  anfwered  there  were 
no  othei^  his  Majefly  aiked  which  of  them  was  the  heft :  Johnfon  anfwered, 
^  that  the  Monthly  Review  was  done  with  moft  care,  the  Critical  upon  the  bcft 
principles ;  adding,  that  the  authours  of  the  Monthly  Review  were  enemies 
to  die  Church.     This  the  King  feid  he  was  forry  to  hear. 

The  converfadon  next  turned  on  the  Philofophical  Tranfaftions,  when 
Johnfbn  obferved,  that  they  had  now  a  better  method  of  arranging  dieir 
materials  than  formerly.  *^  Aye,  (faid  the  King,)  they  arc  obliged  to  Dr. 
Johnfbn  for  that  j"  for  his  Majefly  had  heard  and  remembered  the  circum- 
flance,  which  Johnfon  himfelf  had  forgot. 

His  Majefly  exprefTed  a  defire  to  have  the  literary  biography  of  this  country 
ably  executed,  and  propofed  to  Dr.  Johnfon  to  undertake  it.  Johnfon  fignified 
his  readinefs  to  comply  with  his  Majefly*s  wifhes. 

During  the  whole  of  this  interview,  Johnfon  talked  to  his  Majefly  with 
profound  refped,  but  fKU  in  his  firm  manly  manner,  with  a  fonorous  voice, 
and  never  in  that  fubdued  tone  which  is  commonly  ufed  at  the  levee  and  in 
the  drawing-room.  After  the  ^Cing  withdrew^  Johnfon  Ihewed  himfelf  highly 
pleafed  with  his  Majefly's  converfadon  and  gracious  behaviour.  He  faid  to 
Mr.  Barnard,  "  Sir,  they  may  talk  of  the  King  as  they  wilj  j  but  he  is  the 
fincfl  gentleman  I  have  ever  feen."  And  he  afteiwards  obferved  to  Mr. 
Hangton,  '^  Sir,  his  manners  are  thofe  of  as  fine  a  gendeman  as  we  may 
fuppofe  Lewis  the  Fourteenth  or  Charles  the  Second.'* 

At  Sir  Jofhua  ReynoWs's,  where  a  circle  of  Johnfon*s  friends  was  colledled 
round .  him  to  hear  his  account  of  this  memorable  converfation.  Dr.  Jofeph 
Warton,  in  his  frank  and  lively  manner,  was  very  affive  in  preffing  him  to 
mention  the  particulars.  <^  Come  now.  Sir,  this  is  an  interefling  matter  -,  do 
&vour  us  with  4t."    Johnfon,  with  great  good  humour,  complied. 

He  told  them,  "  I  found  his  Majefly  wifhed  I  fbould  talk,  and  I  made 

it  my  bufinels  to  Ulk.    I  find  it  does  a  man  good  to  be  talked  to  by  his 

fbvcreign.    In  the  firfl  place,  a  man  cannot  be  m  a  paflion — "    Here  fome 

queftion  interrupted  him,  which  is  to  be  regretted,   as  he  certainly  would 

have  pointed,  out  and  illuflrated  many  circumflwces  of  advantage,  from  being  in 

a  fituadon,  where  the  powers  of  the  mind  aie  at  once  excited  to  vigorous 

e3certion,  and  tempeied  by  revcitndal  awt. 

During 


\ 

\ 
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During  all  the  time  in  which  Dr.  Johnfon  was  employed  in  relating  to  the 
circle  at  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds's  the  particulars .  of  what  paffed  between  the 
King  and  him,  Dr.  Goldfmith  remained  unmoved. upon  a  fopha  at  fomc 
diftance,  aflFe<5ting  not  to  join  in  the  leaft  in  the  eager  curiofity  of  the  com- 
pany. He  afligned  as  a  reafon  for  his  gloom  and  feeming  inattention,  that  he 
apprehended  Johnfon  had  relinquifhed  his  purpofe  of  furnifhing  him  with  a 
Prologue  to  his  play,  with  the  hopes  of  which  he  had  been  flattered ;  but  it 
was  ftrongly  fufpeftcd  that  he  was  fretting  with  chagrin  and  envy  at  the 
fingular  honour  Dr.  Johnfon  had  lately  enjoyed.  At  length,  the  franknels 
and  fimplicity  of  his  natural  charafter  prevailed.  He  iprung  from  the  fopha, 
advanced  to  Johnfon,  and  in  a  kind  of  flutter,  from  imagining  himfelf  in  the 
fituation  which  he  had  juft  been  hearing  dcfcribed,  exclaimed,  "  Well,  you 
acquitted  yourfclf  in  this  converfation  better  than  V  fhould  have  done ;  for  I 
fliould  have  bowed  and  fl:ammered  through  the  whole  of  it." 

I  received  no  letter  from  Johnfon  this  year  j  nor  have  I  difcovered  any  of  the 
correfjx)ndence  *  he  had,  except  the  two  letters  to  Mr.  Drummond,  which  have 
been  inferted,  for  the  fake  of  connexion  with  that  to  the  fame  gendeman  in 
1766.  His  diary  afibrds  no  light  as  to  his  employment  at  this  time.  He 
pafled  three  months  at  Lichfield ;  and  I  cannot  omit  an  affefting  and  folemn 
fcene  there,  as  related  by  himfelf: 

"  Sunday,  Oft.  18,  1767.   Yefl:erday,  Oft.  17,  at  about  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing, I  took  my  leave  for  ever  of  my  dear  old  friend,  Catherine  Chambers, 
who  came  to  live  with  my  mother  about  1724,  and  has  been  but  litde  parted^ 
from  us  fince.     She  buried  my  father,  my  brother,  and  my  mother.     She  is 
now  fifty-eight  years  old. 

"  I  defired  all  to  withdraw,  then  told  her  that  we  were  to  part  for  ever ; 
that  as  Chriftians,  we  fliould  part  wirii  prayer  j  and  that  I  would,  if  flie  was 
willing,  fay  a  fliort  prayer  befide  her.  She  exprefled  great  defire  to  hear  me ; 
and  held  up  her  poor  hands,  as  flie  lay  in  bed,  with  great  fervour,  while  I 
prayed,  kneeling  by  her,  nearly  in  the  following  words ; 

"  Almighty  and  moft:  merciful  Father,  whofe  loving-kindnef&  is  over  all  thy 
works,  behold,  vifit,  and  relieve  this  riiy  fervant,  who  is  grieved  with  ficknefs. 
Grant  that  the  fenfe  of  her  weaknefs  may  add  ftirength  to  her  faith,  and  feriouf- 
nefs  to  her  repentance.  And  grant  that  by  the  help  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  after 
the  pains  and  labours  of  this  fliort  life,  we  may  all  obtain  everlafting  happinefs, 

'  It  is  proper  here  to  mention,  that  when  I  fpcak  of  his  correfpondcnce,  I  confider  it  indepen- 
dent of  the  voluminous  coIIe^on  of  letters  which,  in  the  couHTe  of  many  years,  he  wrote  to 
Mrs.  Thrale,  which  forms  a  feparate  part  of  his  works ;  and  as  a  proof  of  the  high  eftimation  feC 
on  any  thing  which  came  from  his  pen,  was  fold  by  that  lady  for  the  fum  of  five  hundred  pounds. 

through 
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through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  j  for  whofe  lake  hear  our  prayers.     Amen. 
Our  Father,  &c. 

"  I  then  kifled  her.  She  told  me,  that  to  part  was  the  greateft  pain  that  ffie 
had  ever  felt,  and  that  (he  hoped  we  Ihould  meet  again  in  a  better  place.  I 
cxpreffed,  with  fwclled  eyes,  and  great  emotion  of  tendernefs,  the  fame  hopes. 
We  kifled,  and  parted.    I  humbly  hope  to  meet  again,  and  to  part  no  more  '.•' 

By  thofe  who  have  been  taught  to  look  upon  Johnfon  as  a  man  of  a  harlh  and 
ftern  charafter,  let  this  tender  and  affeftionate  fcene  be  candidly  read ;  and  let 
•  them  then  judge  whether  more  warmth  of  heart,  and  grateful  kindnefs,  is 
often  found  in  human  nature. 

We  hare  the  following  notice  in  his  devotional  record : 

^*  Auguft  a,  1767.  I  have  been  difturbed  and  unfetded  for  a  long  time, 
aftd  have  been  without  refolution  to  apply  to  ftudy  or  to  bufiriefi,  being  hin- 
dered by  fudden  fnatches  '.'* 

He,  however,  fumifhed  Mr.  Adams  with  a  Dedication*  to  the  King  of 
that  ingenious  gentleman's  "  Treatife  on  the  Globes,"  conceived  andexprefled 
in  luch  a  manner  as  could  not  fail  to  be  very  grateful  to  a  monarch,  diftin-- 
guifhed  for  his  love  of  the  fcienccs. 

This  year  was  publifhed  a  ridicule  of  his  flyle,  under  the  title  of  "  Lexi- 
phanes."  Sir  John  Hawkins  afcribes  it  to  Dr.  Kenricki  but  its  authour  was 
one  Campbell,  a  Scotch  purfer  in  the  navy.  The  ridicule  confifted  in  apply- 
ing Johnfon's  *'  words  of  large  meaning,"  to  infignificant  matters,  as  if  one 
fhould  put  the  armour  of  Goliath  upon  a  dwarf  The  contraft  might  be  laugh-  \ 
able  5  but  the  dignity  of  the  armour  muft  remain  the  fame  in  all  confideratc  ] 
minds.  This  malicious  drollery,  therefore,  it  may  cafily  be  fuppofcd,  could 
do  no  harm  to  its  illuftrious  objeft. 

It  appears  from  his  notes  of  the  ftate  of  his  mind*,  that  he  fuffercd  great  176S 
perturbation  and  diftraftion  in  1768.  Nothing  of  his  writing  was  given  to 
die  publick  this  year,  except  the  Prologue  *  to  his  friend  Goldfrnith's  comedy 
of  "  The  Good-natured  Man."  The  firft  lines  of  this  Prologue  are  ftrongly 
charafterifticfl  of  the  difmal  gloom  of  his  mind  j  which  in  his  cafe,  as  in  the 
cafe  of  all  who  are  diftrefled  with  the  fame  malady  of  imagination,  transfers 
to  others  its  own  feelings.  Who  could  fuppofe  tliat  it  was  to  introduce  a 
comedy,  when  Mr.  Benfley  folemnly  began, 

"  Prefs'd  with  the  load  of  life,  the  weary  mind 
**  Surveys  the  general  toil  of  human  kind." 

but  this  dark  ground  might  make  Goldfmith's  humour  fhine  the  more. 

•  Praytrs  and  Meditations,  p.  77  and  78.  '  Ibid.  p.  75.  *  Ibid.  p.  81. 

Qjq  In 
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In  the  ipring  of  this  jrear,  having  publifhed  my  "  Account  of  Corfica,  Avith 
the  Journal  of  a  Tqur  to  that  Ifland,"  I  returned  to  London,  very  defirous  to 
fee  Dn  Johnfon,  and  hear  him  upon  the  fubjed.  I  found  he  was  at  Oxford, 
with  his  friend  Mr.  Chambers,  who  was  now  Vinerian  Profeflbr,  and  lived  in 
New  Inn  Hall,  Having  had  no  letter  from  him  fince  that  in  which  he  criti- 
cifed  the  Latinity  of  my  Thefis,  and  having  been  told  by  fomebody  that  he  was 
offended  at  my  having  put  into  my  book  an  extract  of  his  letter  to  me  at 
Paris,  I  was  impatient  to  be  with  him,  and  therefore  followed  him  to  Oxford, 
where  I  was  enteruined  by  Mr,  Chambers,  with  a  civility  which  I  fhall  ever 
gratefully  remember*  I  found  that  Dr.  Johnfon  had  fent  a  letter  to  me  to  Scot- 
land, and  that  I  had  nothing  to  complain  of  but  his  being  more  indifferent  to 
my  anxiety  than  I  wiflied  him  to  be.  Inflead  of  giving,  with  the  circumflances 
of  time  and  place,  fuch  fragments  of  his  converfation  as  I  prelerved  during 
this  vifit  to  Oxford,  I  Ihall  throw  them  together  in  continuation. 

I  afked  him  whether,  as  a  moralift,  he  did  not  think'  that  the  praftice  of 
thp  law,  in  fome  degree,  hurt  the  nice  feeling  of  honefty.  Johnson.  "  Why 
no.  Sir,  if  you  aft  properly.  You  are  not  to  deceive  your  clients  with  falfe 
reprefentations  of  your  opinion :  you  are  not  to  tell  lies  to  a  judge."  Boswell* 
•*  But  what  do  you  think  of  fupportii^  a  caufe  which  you  know  to  be  bad  ?" 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  you  do  not  know  it  to  be  good  or  bad  till  the  Judge  deter-^ 
mines  it.  I  have  faid  that  you  are  to  flate  fafts  feirly ;,  fb  that  your  thinkings 
or  what  you  call  knowing  a  caufe  to  be  bad,  muft  be  from  reaibning,  mufl  be 
from  your  fiippofingyour  arguments  to  be  weak  and  inconclufive,.  But,  Sir,  that 
is  not  enough.  An  argument  which  does  not  convince  yourfelf^  may  convince 
the  Judge  to  whom  you  urge  it :  and  if  it  does  convince  him,  why  then,  Sir^ 
you  are  wrong,  and  he  is  right.  It  is  his  bufinefs  to  judge ;  and  you  are  not 
to  be  confident  in  your  own  opinion  that  a  caufe  is  bad,  but  to  fay  all  you 
can  for  your  client,  and  then  hear  the  Judge's  opinion."  Boswell.  *'  Butj^ 
Sir,  does  not  afFefting  a  warmth  when  you  have  no  warmth,  and  appearing 
to  be  clearly  of  one  opinion  when  you  arc  in  reality  of  another  opinion,  does 
not  fuch  diflimulation  impair  one's  honefly  ?  Is  there  not  ^me  danger  that 
a  lawyer  may  put  on  the  fame  mafk  in  common  life,  in  the  intcrcourfe  with, 
his  friends  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why  no.  Sir.  Every  body  knows  you  are  paid 
for  affefting  warmth  for  your  client  5  and  it  is,  therefore,  properly  no  diffimu- 
lation :  the  moment  you  come  from  die  bar  you  refume  your  ufual  behaviour* 
Sir,  a  man  will  no  more  carry  the  artifice  of  the  bar. into  the  common  intcr- 
courfe of  fbciety,  than  a  man  who  is  paid  for  tumbling  upon  his  hands  will 
continue  to  tumble  upon  his  hands  when  he  fhoxjd  walk  on  his  feet." 

4  Talking^ 
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Tdking  of  fomc  of  the  modero  {i]a]rsy  he  faid  "  Falfe  Delicacy"  wa«  »7^8* 
totally  void  of  chara&er.  He  praifed  Goldfmith's  **  Good-natured  Man ;"  ^^^^ 
&id,  it  was  the  bcft  comedy  that  had  appeared  fince  **  The  Provoked  Huf- 
band>"  and  that  there  had  not  been  of  late  any  fuch  character  exhibited  on 
Jthe  ftage  as  that  of  Croaker,  I  obferved  it  was  the  Su^irius  of  his  Ramblen 
He  faid,  Goldfmith  had  owned  he  had  borrowed  it  from  thence,  "  Sir,  (con- 
tinued he,)  there  is  all  the  difference  in  the  world  between  charadters  of 
nature  and  charadbers  of  manners  i  and  fber^  is  the  difference  between  the 
characters  of  Fielding  and  thok  of  Richardfbn.  Charaders  of  manners  are 
very  entertaining  i  but  they  arc  to  be  underflood,  by  a  more  fuperficial  obferver, 
than  charafters  of  nature,  where  a  man  muft  dive  into  the  recefles  of  the 
{human  heart.'* 

It  always  appeared  to  me  that  he  eftimated  the  compofidons  of  Richardfon 
too  highly,  and  that  he  had  an  unreafonable  prejudice  againit  Fielding. 
In  comparing  diofc  two  writers,  he  ufed  this  exprefllon ;  **  that  there  was 
as  great  a  difference  between  them  as  between  a  man  who  knew  how  a 
watch  was  made,  and  a  man  who  could  tell  the  hour  by  looking  on  the 
dial-plate."  This  was  a  fhort  and  figurative  ftate  of  his  diftindtion  between 
drawing  charadters  of  nature  and  charadlers  only  of  manners.  But  I  cannot 
help  being  of  opinion,  that  the  ne^t  watches  of  JFielding  are  as  well  confhndtecl 
as  the  large  clocks  of  Richardfon,  and  that  his  dial-plates  are  brighten 
Fielding's  charadters,  though  they  do  not  expand  themfelves  fo  widely  in  dif- 
fertation,  are  as  juft  pidtures  of  human  nature,  and  I  will  venture  to  fay,^  have 
more  (hiking  features,  and  nicer  touches  of  the  pencil  s  and  though  Johnfon 
iifed  to  quote  with  approbation  a  faying  of  Richardfbn's,  *^  that  the  virtues  of 
Fielding's  heroes  were  the  vices  of  a  truly  good  man,"  I  will  venture  to  add, 
that  the  moral  tendency  of  Fielding's  writings,  though  it  does  not  encourage 
a  ftrained  and  rarely  poffible  virtue,  is  ever  favourable  to  honour  and  honefty, 
and  cherifhes  the  benevolent  and  generous  afFedtions.  He  who  is  as  good  as 
Fielding  would  make  him,  is  an  amiable  member  of  fociety,  and  may  be  led 
on  by  more  regulated  inflrudtors,  to  a  higher  ftate  of  ethical  perfedtion. 

Johnfon  proceeded :  "  Even  Sir  Francis  Wronghead  is  a  charadler  of  man- 
ners, though  drawn  with  great  humour/*  He  then  repeated,  very  happily,  all 
Sir  Francis's  credulous  account  to  Manly  of  his  being  with  "  the  great  man,'* 
and  fecuring  a  place.  I  afked  him  if  the  "  Sufpicious  Huftand"  did  not 
furnifh  a  well-drawn  charadter,  that  of  Ranger.  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir ;  Ranger 
is  juft  a  rake,  a  mere  rake,  and  a  lively  young  fellow,  but  no  cbara£fer.** 

The  great  Douglas  caufc  was  at  this  time  a  very  general  fubjedt  of  difcuf- 
fipn.    I  found  he  had  not  ftudied  it  with  much  attention,  but  had  only  heard 
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parts  of  it  occafionally.  He,  however,  talked  of  it,  and  faid,  "I  am  of 
opinion  that  pofitive  profcf  of  fraud  fhould  not  be  required  of  the  plaintiff, 
but  that  the  Judges  fhould  decide  according  as  probability  fhall  appear  to 
preponderate,  granting  to  the  defendant  the  prefumption  of  filiation  to  be 
ftrong  in  his  favour.  And  I  think  too,  that  a  good  deal  of  weight  fhould  be 
allowed  to  the  dying  declarations,  bccaufe  they  were  fpontaneous.  There  is 
a  great  difference  between  what  is  iaid  without  our  being  urged  to  it,  and 
what  is  faid  from  a  kind  of  compulfion.  If  I  praife  a  man's  book  without 
being  afked  my  opinion  of  it,  that  isi  honefl  praife,  to  which  one  may  truft 
But  if  an  authour  afks  me  if  I  like  his  book,  and  I  give  him  fomething  like 
praife,  it  muft  not  be  taken  as  my  real  opinion. 

"  I  have  not  been  troubled  for  a  long  time  with  authours  defiring  my  opinion 
of  their  works.  I  ufed  once  to  be  fadly  plagued  with  a  man  who  wrote  verfes, 
but  who  literally  had  no  other  notion  of  a  verfe,  but  that  it  confifled  of  ten 
fyllables.     Lay  your  knife  and  your  fork  airojs  your  plate,  was  to  him  a  verfe : 

Lay  your  knife  and  your  fork,  acrofs  your  plate. 

As  he  wrote  a  great  number  of  verfes  he  fbmetimes  by  chance  made  good 
ones,  though  he  did  not  know  it." 

He  renewed  his  promife  of  coming  to  Scotland,  and  going  with  me  to  the 
Hebrides,  but  faid  he  would  now  content  himfelf  with  feeing  one  or  two  of 
the  mofl  curious  of  them.  He  feid  "  Macaulay,  who  writes  the  account  of 
St.  Kilda,  fet  out  with  a  prejudice  againfl  prejudices,  and  wanted  to  be  a  fmart 
modem  thinker ;  and  yet  he  affirms  for  a  truth,,  that  when  a  fhip  arrives  there 
all  the  inhabitants  are  feized  with  a  cold." 

He  expatiated  on  the  advantages  of  Oxford  for  learning.  '^  There  is  here> 
Sir,  (faid  he,)  fuch  a  progrefTive  emulation.  The  fhidents  are  anxious  to 
appear  well  to  their  tutors ;  the  tutors  are  anxious  to  have  their  pupils  appear 
well  in  the  college  ^  the  colleges  are  anxious  to  have  their  fhidents  appear  well 
in  the  Univerfity;  and  there  are  excellent  rules  of  difcipline  ij>  every  college. 
That  the  rules  are  fometimes  ill  obferved,  may  be  true  $  but  is  nothing  againfl 
the  fyftem.  The  members  of  an  Univerfity  may,  for  a  feafon,  be  unmindfiil 
of  their  duty.     I  am  arguing  for  the- excellency  of  the  inflitution." 

Of  Guthrie  he  faid,  "  Sir^  he  is  a  man  of  parts.  He  has  no  great  regular 
fund  of  knowledge  j  but  by  reading  fo  long,  and  writing  fb  long,  he  no  doubt 
has  picked  up  a  good  deal." 

He  faid  he  had  lately  been  a  long  while  at  Lichfield,,  but  had  grown  very 
weary  before  he  left  it.  Boswsll.  ^'  I  wonder  at  that,  Sir  j  it  is  your  native 
place."    Johnson.  "  Why  fo  is  Scodand^ci^r  native  place." 

His 


THE    LIFE    OF     DR.    JOHNSON.  301 

His  prejudice  againft  Scotland  appeared  remarkably  ftrong  at  this  time,  i?^^- 
When  I  talked  of  our  advancement  in  literature,  "  Sir,  (faid  he,)  you  have  ^Etat.  59. 
learnt  a  little  fix)m  us,  and  you  think  yourfelves  very  great  men.  Hume 
would  never  have  written  Hiftory,  had  not  Voltaire  written  it  before  him.  He 
is  an  echo  of  Voltaire."  Boswell.  "  But,  Sir,  we  have  Lord  Kames." 
Johnson.  "You  have  Lord  Kames.  Keep  himj  ha,  ha,  ha!  We  don't 
envy  yoy  him.  Do  you  ever  fee  Dr.  Robertfon  ?'*  Boswell.  "  Yes,  Sir/' 
Johnson.  "  Does  the  dog  talk  of  me  ?"  Boswell^  "  Indeed,  Sir,  he  does, 
and  loves  you."  Thinking  that  I  now  had  him  in  a  corner,  and  being  folicitous 
for  the  literary  fame  of  my  country,  I  preffed  him  for  his  opinion  on  the 
jnerit  of  Dr.  Robertfon's  Hiftory  of  Scotland.  But,  to  my  furprize,  he 
efcaped. — "  Sir,  I  love  Robertfon,  and  I  won't  talk  of  his  book." 

It  is  but  juftice  both  to  him  and  Dr.  Robertfon  to  add,  that  though  he 
indulged  himfelf  in  this  fally  of  wit,  he  had  too  good  tafte  not  to  be  fully 
fenfible  of  the  merits  of  that  admirable  work. 

An  eflay,  written  by  Mr.  Deane,  a  divine  of  the  Church  of  England, 
maintaining  the  future  life  of  brutes,  by  an  explication  of  certain  parts  of  the 
fcriptures,  was  mentioned,  and  the  doftrine  infifted  on  by  a  gendeman  who 
fcemed  fond  of  curious  {peculation.     Johnfon,  who  did  not  like  to  hear  of 
any  thing  concerning  a  future  ftate  which  was  not  authorifed  by  the  regular 
canons  of  orthodoxy,  difcouragcd  this  talk  j  and  being  offended  at  its  continua- 
tion, he  watched  an  opportunity  to  give  the  gentleman  a  blow  of  reprehenfion. 
So,  when  the  poor  fpeculatift,  with  a  ferious  metaphyfical  penfive  face,  addreflcd 
him,  "  But  really,  Sir,  when- we  fee  a  very  fenfible  dog,  we  don't  know  what 
to  think  of  him."     Johnfon,  rolling  with  joy  at  the  thought,  which  beamed      ! 
in  his  eye,  turned  quickly  round,  and  replied,  "  True,  Sir :  and  when  we  fee       • 
a  very  foolilh  fellow,  we  don't  know  what  to  think  of  bim.**     He  then  rofe 
up,  ftrided  to  the  fire,,  and  flood  for  fome  time  laughing  and  exulting. 

I  'told  him  that  I  had  feveral  times,  when  in  Italy,  feen  the  experiment  of 
placing  a  fcorpibn  within  a  circle  of  burning  coals  j  that  it  ran  round  and 
round  in  extreme  pain  j  and  finding  no  way  to  efcape,  retired  to  the  centre, 
and,  like  a  true  Stoick  philofopher,  darted  its  fling  into  its  head,  and  thus  at 
once  freed  itfelf  from  its  woes.  "  This  muji  end  *em.''  I  faid,  this  was  a  curious 
faft,  as  it  fhewed  deliberate  fuicide  in  a  reptile.  Johnfon  would  not  admit 
the  fa6t.  He  faid,  Maupertuis  was  of  opinion  that  it  does  not  kill  itfelf^  but  - 
dies  of  the  heat  y  that  it  gets  to  the  centre  of  the  circle,  as  the  cooleft  place  i 
that  its  turning  its  tail  in  upon  its  head  is  merely  a  convulfion,  and  that  it  does 
fiot  fting  itfelf.    He  faid  he  would  be  fatisfied  if  the  great  anatomifl  Mprgagni, 

after 
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.  '7^-^.*      after  differing  at  fcorpion  upon  whom  the  experiment  had  been  tried,  (hould 
*^tau  59.  certify  that  its  fting  had  penetrated  into  its  head. 

He  feemed  pleafed  to  talk  of  natural  philofophy.  *f  That  woodcocks,  (faid 
he,)  fly  over  to  the  northern  countries,  is  proved,  becaufe  they  have  been 
obferved  at  fea,  Swallows  certainly  fleep  all  the  winter.  A  number  of  them 
conglobulate  together,  by  flying  round  and  round,  and  then  all  in  a  heap 
throw  themfelves  under  water,  and  lye  in  the  bed  of  a  river,"  He  told  us, 
one  of  his  firft  eflfays  was  a  Latin  poem  upon  the  glow-worm.  I  am  forry  I 
did  not  aflc  where  it  was  to  be  found. 

Talking  of  the  Ruflians  and  the  Chinefe,  he  advifed  me  to  read  Bell'js 
travels.  I  aflced  him  whether  I  ftiould  read  Du  Halde's  account  of  China. 
*'  Why  yes,  (faid  he,)  as  one  reads  fuch  a  book  j  that  is  to  fay,  confult  it." 

He  talked  of  the  heinoufnefs  of  the  crime  of  adultery,  by  which  the  pelce 
of  families  was  deftroyed.  He  faid,  "  Conflifion  of  progeny  conftitutes  xHo: 
cflence  of  the  crime  j  and  therefore  a  woman  who  breaks  her  marriage  vows 
is  much  more  criminal  than  a  man  who  does  it.  A  man,  to  be  lure,  is 
criminal  in  the  fight  of  God  :  but  he  does  not  do  his  wife  a  very  material 
injury,  if  he  does  not  infult  her  j  if,  for  inftance,  from  mere  waritonnefs  of 
appetite,  he  fl:eals  privately  to  her  chambermaid.  Sir,  a  wife  ought  not 
greatly  to  refent  this.  I  would  not  receive  home  a  daughter  who  had  run 
away  from  her  hufband  on  that  account.  A  wife  fliould  ftudy  to  reclaim  her 
hufband  by  more  attention  to  pleafe  him.  Sir,  a  man  will  not,  once  in  a 
hundred  inftances,  leave  his  wife  and  go  to  a  harlot,  if  his  wife  has  not  been 
negligent  of  pleafing." 

I  alked  him  if  it  was  not  hard  that  one  deviation  from  chaflity  (hould  fo  ab(b- 
lutely  ruin  a  young  woman.  Johnson.  *'  Why  no.  Sir;  it  is  the  great  principle 
J      which  flie  is  taught.    When  fhe  has  given  up  that  principle,  ll>e  has  given  up 
'      every  notion  of  female  honour  and  virtue,  which  are  all  included  in  chaflity.** 

A  gentleman  talked  to  him  of  a  lady  whom  he  gready  admired  and  ivifhed 
to  marry,  but  was  afraid  of  her  fuperiority  of  talents.     "  Sir,  (faid  he,)  you 
need  not  be  afraid ;  marry  her.    Before  a  year  goes  about,  you'll  find  that 
reafbn  much  weaker,  and  that  wit  not  fo  bright"    Yet  the  gentleman  may 
be  juftified  in  his  apprehenfion  by  one  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  admirable  ientences 
in  his  life  of  Waller :  "  He  doubtlels  praifed  many  whom  he  would  have  been 
afraid  to  marry;   and,  perhaps,   married  one  whom  he  would  have   been 
afhamed  to  praife.     Many  qualities  contribute  to  domeftick  happinefs^  upon 
which  poetry  has  no  colours  to  beftow  -,  and  many  airs  and  fallies  may  delight 
imaginedon,  which  he  who  flatters  them  never  can  approve^'* 
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He  praifed  Signor  Baretti.     **  His  account  of  Italy  is  a  very  entertaining 
book ;  and.  Sir,  I  know  no  man  who  carries  his  head  higher  in  convcrfation  ^  ^   ^ 
than  Baretti,     There  are  ftrong  powers  in  his  mind.     He  has  not,  indeed, 
many  hooks ;  but  with  what  hooks  he  has  he  grapples  very  forcibly." 

At  this  time  I  obferved  upon  the  dial-plate  of  his  watch  a  fhort  Greek 
infcription,  taken  from  the  New  Teftament,  Nu|  ipxsTJfi,  being  the  firft  words 
of  our  Saviour's  folemn  adnionition  to  the  improvement  of  that  time  which 
is  allowed  us  to  prepare  for  eternity ;  V  the  night  cometh  when  no  man  can 
work."  He  fome  time  afterwards  laid  afidc  this  dial-plate ;  and  when  I  afked 
him  the  reafon,  he  faid,  "  It  might  do  very  well  upon  a  clock  which  a  man 
keeps  in  his  clofet;  but  to  have  it  upon  his  watch  which  he  carries  about 
with  him,  and  ^ivhich  is  often  looked  at  by  others,  might  be  cenfured  as 
oftentatious."  Mr.  SteeVens  is  now  poffeffed  of  the  dial-plate  infcribed  as 
above. 

He  remained  at  Oxford  a  confideraWe  time  i  I  was  obliged  to  go  to  London, 
where  I  received  his  letter,  which  had  been  returned  from  Scotland. 


To  James  Boswell,  E/q. 

"  My  dear  Boswell, 

**  I  HAVE  omitted  a  long  time  to  write  to  you,  without  knoiving  very 
-well  why.  I  could  now  tell  why  I  Ihould  not  write,  for  who  would  write  to 
men  who  publifh  the  letters  of  their  friends  without  their  leave  ?  Yet  I  write 
to  you  in  fpite  of  my  caution,  to  tell  you  that  I  fhall  be  glad  to  fee  you,  an4 
that' I  wifh  you  would  empty  your  head  of  Coriica,  which  I  think  has  filled 
it  rather  too  long.  But,  at  all  events,  I  fhall  be  glad,  very  g;lad  to  ice 
yov.    I. am.  Sir, 

•*  Yours  affedionately, 
*'  Oxfoid, March 23, 1768.  Sam.  Johnson." 

I  anfwered  thus : 

'To  Mr.  Samuel  Johnson. 

^'.My   dear  Sir,  London*  26th  April,  1768. 

'^  I  HAVE  received  your  laft  letter,  which,  though  very  ihort,  and 
by  no  means  (complimentary,  yet  gave  me  real  ^ple^ure,  becaufe  it  contains 
thefe  words,  M  ih^ll  be  glad,  very  glad  tp  fee  you.' — Surely,  you. have  np 
reafon  to  complain  of  my  publifhing  a  finglc  pftii|gpagh  of  poe  of  your  letters  j 
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1 768.  the  temptation  to  it  was  fo  ftrong.  An  irrevocable  grant  of  your  fricndlhip> 
^^j^~_7^  and  yqur  dignifying  my  defire  of  vifiting  Corfica  with  the  epithet  of  '  a  wife 
and  noble  curiofity,'  are  to  me  more  valuable  than  many  of  the  grants  of  kings. 
"  But  how  can  you  bid  me  ^  empty  my  head  of  Corfica  ? '  My  noble- 
minded  friend,  do  you  not  feel  for  an  opprefled  nation  bravely  ftruggling  to 
be  free  ?  Confider  fairly  what  is  the  cafe.  The  Corficans  never  received  any 
kindnefs  from  die  Genoefe.  They  never  agreed  to  be  fubjeft  to  them.  They 
owe  them  nothing ;  and  when  reduced  to  an  abjeft  ftate  of  flavery,  by  force, 
fhall  they  not  rife  in  the  great  caufe  of  liberty,  and  break  the  galling  yoke  ? 
And  (hall  not  every  liberal  foul  be  warm  for  them  ?  Empty  my  head  of 
Corfica !  Empty  it  of  honour,  empty  it  of  humanity,  empty  it  of  friend- 
Ihip,  empty  it  of  piety.  No !  while  I  live,  Corfica  and  the  caufe  of  the 
brave  iflanders  fhall  ever  employ  much  of  my  attention,  fhall  ever  intereft  me 
in  Jthe  fincereft  aianner. 

^*  I  am,  &c. 

^'  James  ,BoswELL." 

Upon  liis  arrival  in  London  in  May,  he  furprizcd  me  one  morning  with 
a  vifit  at  my  lodgings  in  Half-Moon-ftrcet,  was  quite  farisfied  with  my  expla- 
nation, and  was  in  the  kindeft  and  moft  agreeable  frame  of  mind.  As  he 
had  obje6ted  to  a  part  of  one  of  his  letters  being  publilhed,  I  thought  it  right 
to  take  diis  opportunity  of  afking  him  explicitly  whether  it  would  be  improper 
to  publifh'  his  letters  after  his  death.  His  anfwer  was,  "  Nay,  Sir,  when  I  am 
dead,  you  may  do  as  you  will." 

He  talked  in  his  ufual  flyle  with  a  rough  contempt  of  popular  liberty. 
"  They  make  a  rout  about  unherfal  liberty,  without  confidering  that  all  that 
,  is  to  be  valued,  or  indeed  can  be  enjoyed  by  individuals,  is  private  liberty. 
Political  liberty  is  good  only  fo  far  as  it  produces  private  liberty.  Now,  Sir, 
there  is  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  which  you  know  is  a  conflant  topick.  Sup- 
/  pofe  you  and  I  and  two  hundred  more  were  reflrained  from  printing  our 
thoughts :  what  then  ?  What  proportion  would  that  reflraint  upon  us  bear 
to  the  private  happinefs  of  the  nation  ? " 

This  mode  of  reprefenting  the  inconveniencies  of  reflrraint  as  light  and  infig- 
nificant,  was  a  kind  of  fophiftry  in  which  he  delighted  to  indulge  himfelf,  in 
oppofition  to  the  extrerfie  laxity  for  which  it  has  been  fafhionable  for  too  many 
to  argue,  when  it  is  evident,  upon  refledtion,  that  the  very  effence  of  govern- 
ment is  reftraint  i   and  certain  it  b,  that  as  government  produces  rational 
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happinefi,  too  much  reftraint  is  better  than  too  little.  But  when  reftraint  is 
unneceilary,  and  fb  cloie  as  to  gall  thofe  who  are  fubjedt  to  it,  the  people 
may  and  ought  to  remonftrate ;  and,  if  relief  is  not  granted,  to  refill.  Of 
diis  manly  and  ipirited  principle,,  no  man  was  more  convinced  than  Johnfon 
himfclf. 

About  this  rime  Dr.  Kenrick  attacked  him,  through  my  fides,  in  a  pam- 

• 

phlet,  entided  ^  An  Epiftle  to  James  Bofwell,  Efq.  occafioned  by  his  having 
tranfmitted  the  moral  Writings  of  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon  to  Pafcal  Paoli, 
General  of  the  Corficans."  I  was  at  firft  inclined  to  anfwer  this  pamphlet ;  but 
Johnfon,  who  knew  that  my  doing  fo  would  only  gratify  Kenrick,  by  keeping 
alive  what  would  foon  die  away  of  itfelf^  would  not  fufier  me  to  take  any 
notice  of  it. 

His  fincere  regard  for  Francis  Barber,  his  faithful  negro  fervant,  made  him 
fo  defirous  of  his  further  improvement,  that  he  now  placed  him  at  a  fchool 
at  Bifhop  Stortford,  in  Hertford/hire.  This  humane  attention  does  Johnfon's 
heart  much  honour.  Out  of  many  letters  which  Mr.  Barber  received  from 
his  mafler,  he  has  preferved  three,  which  he  kindly  gave  me,  and  which  I 
ihall  inicrt  according  to  their  dates. 

To  Mr.  Francis  Barber. 

^  Dear  Francis, 

"  I  HAVE  been  very  much  out  of  order.  T  am  glad  to  hear  that  you 
are  well,  and  defign  to  come  foon  to  fee  you.  I  would  have  you  flay  at 
Mrs.  Clapp's  for  the  prefent,  till  I  can  determine  what  we  Ihall  do.  Be  a 
good  boy. 

My  compliments  to  Mrs.  Clapp  and  to  Mr.  Fowler.    I  am 

*<  Yours  affedlionately. 
May 28,  1768.  Sam.  Johnson.** 
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Soon  afterwards,  he  fupped  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  tavern,  in  the  Strand, 
with  a  company  whom  I  collefted  to  meet  him.  They  were  Dr.  Percy,  now 
Bilhop  of  Dromore,  Dr.  Douglas,  now  Bifhop  of  Carlifle,  Mr.  Langton, 
Dr.  Robertfon  the  Hiftorian,  Dr.  Hugh  Blair,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Davies,  who 
wifhed  much  to  be  introduced  to  thefe  eminent  Scotch  literati  j  but  on  the 
prefent  occafion  he  had  very  litde  opportunity  of  hearing  them  talk,  for  with 
an  cxcefs  of  prudence,  for  which  Johnfon  afterwards  found  fault  with  them, 
chcy  hardly  opened  their  lips,  and  that  only  to  iay  fomediing  which  they  were 
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certain  would  not  cxpofe  them  to  the  fword  of  Goliah;  fuch  was  their  anxiety 
for  their  fame  when  in  the  prefence  of  Johnibn.  He  was  this  evening  in 
remarkable  vigour  of  mmd,  and  eager  to  exert  himfelf  in  converfation,  which 
he  did  with  great  readincfs  and  fluency  j  but  I  am  forry  to  find  that  I  have 
preferved  but  a  fmall  part  of  what  pafled. 

He  allowed  high  praife  to  Thomlbn  as  a  poet  j  but  when  one  of  the  com- 
pany laid  he  was  alfb  a  very  good  man,  our  moralift  contefted  this  with  great 
warmth,  accufing  him  of  grols  fenfuality  and  licentioufnefs  of  manners.  I 
was  very  much  afraid  that  in  writing  Thomfon's  life.  Dr.  Johnfon  would  have' 
treated  his  private  character  with  a  ftern  feverity,  but  I  was  agreeably  dif- 
Appointed;  and  I  may  claim  a  little  merit  in  it,  from  my  having  been  at 
pains  to  fend  him  authentick  accounts  of  the  afFeftionate  and  generous  condudb 
of  that  poet  to  his  fifters,  one  of  whom,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Thomfon,  fchool- 
mailer  at  Lanark,  I  knew,  and  was  prefented  by  her  with  three  of  his  letters, 
one  of  which  Dr.  Johnfon  has  inferred  in  his  life. 

He  was  vehement  againft  old  Dr.  Mounfey,  of  Chelfea  College,  as  ^*  a 
fellow  who  fwore  and  talked  bawdy."     "  I  have  been  often  in  his  company, 
(faid  Dr.  Percy,)  and  never  heard  him  fwear  or  talk  bawdy."     Mr.  Davies, 
who  lat  next  to  Dr.  Percy,  having  after  this  had  fome  converfarion  afide  with 
him,  made  a  difcovery  which,  in  his  zeal  to  pay  court"  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  he 
eagerly  proclaimed  aloud  from  the  foot  of  the  table :  "  O,  Sir,  I  have  found  out 
a  very  good  reafon  why  Dr.  Percy  never  heard  Mounfey  fwear  or  talk  bawdy  ; 
for  he  tells  me,  he  never  faw  him  but  at  the  Duke  of  Northumberland's 
table."  .  "  And  fo.  Sir,   (faid  Johnfon  loudly,    to  Dr.  Percy,)   you  would 
fliield  this  man  from  the  charge  of  iwearing  and  talking  bawdy,  becaufe  he 
did  not  do  fo  at  the*  Duke  of  .Northumberland's  table.     Sir,  you  might  aar 
well  tell  us  that  you  had  feen  him  hold  up  his  hand  at  the  Old  Bailey,  and  he 
jieither  fwore  nor  talked  bawdy  j  or  that  you  had  feen  him  in  the  cart  at 
Tyburn,  and  he  neither  fwore  nor  talked  bawdy.     And  is  it  thus.  Sir,  that 
you  prefume  to  controvert  what  I  have  related  ? "     Dr.  Johnfon's  animadver- 
fion  was  uttered  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  Dr.  Percy  feemed  to  be  dilplealcd, 
and  foon  ^afterwards  left  the  company,  of  which  Johnfon  did  not  at  that  time 
take  any  notice. 

Swift  having  been  mentioned,  Joluifon,  as  ufual,  treated  him  with  litde 
refpeft  as  an  authour.     Some  of  us  endeavoured  to  fupport  the  Dean  of  St. 
Patrick's,  by  various  arguments.    One  in  particular  praifed  his  **  Conduct  *oF 
the  Allies."     Johnson.  *'  Sir,  his  *  Conduft  of  the  Allies'  is  a  performance 
of  very  little  ability."     *^  Surely,  Sir,  (faid  Dr.  Douglas,)  you  muft  allow  it 
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hfls  ftrong  fads/'  Johkson.  **  Why  yes.  Sir;  but  what  is  that  to  the  merit  '76S* 
of  the  con^fition  ?  In  the  Seflions-paper  of  the  Old  Bailey  there  are  ftrong  MuCco. 
hSts.  Houfebreaking  is  a  ftrong  fa£fc ;  robbery  is  a  ftrong  fad  3  and  murder 
is  a  mgbty  ftrong  faft :  but  is  great  praife  due  to  the  hiftorian  of  thofe  ftrong 
fcfts  ?  NO|  Sir-  Swift  has  told  what  he  had  to  tell  diftindtly  enough,  but 
that  is  all.  He  had  to  count  ten,  and  he  has  counted  it  right." — ^Then  recol- 
hs&ing  that  Mr.  Davies,  by  ailing  as  an  informer,  had  been  the  occafion  of  his 
talking  (bmewhat  too  harfiily  to  his  friend  Dr.  Percy,  for  which,  probably, 
when  the  firft  ebullition  was  over,  he  felt  fome  compun6tion,  he  took  an  oppor-- 
tunitjua  give  him  a  hit ;  fo  added,  with  a  preparatory  laugh,  <^  Why,  Sir, 
Tom  Davies  might  have  written  *  the  Condu£t  of  the  Allies."  Pooc  Tom 
being  thus  fuddenly  dragged  into  ludicrous  notice  in  prefence  of  the  Scottilh 
Do£bors,  to  whom  he  was.  ambitious  of  appearing  to  advantage,  was  grievoufly 
mortified.  Nor  did  his  punifhment  reft  here;  for  upon  fubfequent  occa- 
fions,  whenever  he,  "  ftatefman  all  o'er,"  aflumed  a  ftrutting  importance,  I 
ufed  to  hail  him — "  the  jiutbour  of  the  ConduM  of  the  Allies. *' 

When  I  called  upon  Dr.  Johnfon  next  morning,  I  fpund  him  highly  fatif- 
fied  with  his  colloquial  prowefs  the  preceding  evening.  **  Well,  (faid  he,) 
we  had  good  talk."  Boswell.  "  Yes,  Sirs  you  tofied  and  gored  (everai 
perfons." 

The  late  Alexander  Earl  of  Eglintoune,  who  loved  wit  more  than  wine, 
and  men  .of  genius  more  than  lycophants,  had  a  great  admiration  of  Johnfon  ; 
but  from  the  remarkable  elegance  of  his  own  manners;  was,  perhaps,  too 
delicately  fenfible  of  the  roughnefs  which  fometimes  appeared  in  Johnfon's  beha- 
viour. One  evening  about  this  time,  when  his  Lordftiip  did  me  the  honour 
to  fup  at  my  lodgings  with  Dr.  Robertfon  and  feveral  other  men  of  literary 
diftinftion,  he  regretted  that  Johnfon  had  not  been  educated  with  more  refine- 
ment, and  lived  more  in  polilhed  fociety.  ^  No,  no,  my  Lord,  (faid  Signor 
Baretd,)  do  with  him  what  you  would,  he  would  always  have  been  a  bear." 
**  True,  (anfwered  the  Earl,  with  a  fmile,)  but  he  would  have  been  a  dancing 
bear." 

To  obviate  all  the  reflcftions  which  have  gone  round  the  world  to  Johnfbn's 
prejudice,  by  applying  to  him  the  epithet  of  a  bear,  let  me  imprefs  upon  my 
readers  a  juft  and  happy  faying  of  my  friend  Goldfmith,  who  knew  him  well : 
**  Johnlbn,  to  be  fure,  has  a  roughnefs  in  his  manner ;  but  no  man  alive  has 
a  more  tender  heart.     He  has  nothing  of  the  bear  but  his/kin.** 

In  1769,  fo  far  as  I  can  difcover,  the  publick  was  favoured  with  nothing  of     1769. 
his  compofition,  cither  for  himfclf  or  any  of  his  friends^    His  «*  Meditations" 
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too  ftrongly  prove  that  he  fuffered  much  both  in  body  and  mind ;  yet  was  he 
perpetually  ftriving  agairil  evil^  and  nobly  endeavouring  to  advance  his  Intel* 
leftual  and  devotional  improvement.  Every  generous  and  grateful  heart  muft 
feel  for  the  diftrefles  of  fo  eminent  a  benefiiftor  to  mankind  j  and  now  that  his 
unhappinefs  is  certainly  known,  muft  relpeft  that  dignity  of  charafter  which 
prevented  him  from  complaining. 

His  Majefty  having  this  year  inftitutcd  the  Royal  Academy,  Johnfbn  had 
the  honour  of  being  appointed  Profeffor  of  Ancient  Literature.  In  the  courfe 
of  the  year  he  wrote  Ibme  letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  paffed  fome  part  of  the 
fummer  at  Oxford  and  at  Lichfield,  and  when,  at  Oxford  wrote  the  kij^omnQ 
ktter; 

To  the  Reverend  Mr.  Thomas  Warton.. 

«<  Dear  Sir, 

*•  MANY  years  ago^  when  I  uled  to  read  in  the  library  of  your 
College,  I  promifed  to  recompence  the  College  for  that  permiffion,  by  adding. 
to  their  books  a  Balkervilte's  Virgil.  I  have  now  fent  it,  and  defire  you  to 
repofit  it  on  the  (helves  in  my  name  *. 

*'  If  you  will  be  pleafed  to  let  me  know  when  you  have  an  hour  of  leifure,^ 
I  will  drink  tea  with  you.  I  am  engaged  for  the  afternoon,  to-morrow  and 
on  Friday :  all  my  mornings  are  my  own  \ 

**  I  am,  &c. 
•' May  31,  1769.  Sam.  Johnson.'" 

I  came  to  London  in  the  autumn,  and  having  informed  him  that  I  was 
going  to  be  married  in  a  few  months,  I  wifhed  to  have  as  much  of  his  con- 
verfation  as  I  could  before  engaging  in  a  ftate  of  life  which  would  probably 
keep  me  more  in  Scotland,  and  prevent  my  feeing  him  io  often  as  when  I 
was  a  fingle  man  j  but  I  found  he  was  at  Brighthelmftone  with  Mr.  and  Mrs*. 
Thrale.  I  was  very  forry  that  I  had  not  his  company  with  me  at  the  Jubilee^ 
in  honour  of  Shakfpeare^  at  Stratford-upon-Avon,  the  great  poet's  native 

*  *'  It  has  this  infcnption  in  a-bhnkteaf :  *  Hunc  l&rum  D^  2>«  Samstei  yohn/hn,  eo  qmd  bit 
hcifiudih  interdum  'vacarct.'  Of  this  library,  which  is  an  old  Gothick  coom,  he  was  veiy  fond. 
On  my  obferving  to  him  that  fome  of  the  modtm  libraries  of  the  Univerfity  were  more  common 
dious  and  pleafant  for  fludy^  as  bemg  more  fpacious  and  aiiy,  he  xepUed»  '  Sir,  if  a  man  has  a 
mind  to  prance^  he  muft  ftudy  at  Chrift-Churcfa  and  All-Souls." 

^  <<  During  this  vifit  he  feldom  or  never  dined  out.  He  appeared  to  be  deeply  engaged  in  fomt 
fitcrany  wQik..    Mif&  Williaipa  was  now  with  him  at  Oxford*/' 
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town.    Johnfon's  conne£):ion*both  with*  Shakipeare  and  Garrick  founded  a      '7^* 
double  claim  to  his  preience  j  and  it  would  have  been  highly  gratifying  to  ^uu  6a. 
Mr«  Garrick.     Upon  this  occalion  I  particularly  lamented  that  he  had  not 
that  warmth  of  friendlhip  for  his  brilliant  pupil>  which  we  may  fiippofe  would 
have  had  a  benignant  efFeft  on  both.     When  almoft  every  man  of  eminence 
in  the  literary  world  was  happy  to  partake  in  this  feftival  of  genius,  the  abfence 
of  Johnfbn  could  not  but  be  wondered  at  and  regretted.     The  only  trace  of 
him  there,  was  in  the  whimfical  advertifcment  of  a  haberdaiher,  who  fold 
Shakfperian  ribbands  of  various  dyes  i  and,  by  way  of  illuftrating  their  appro-    ' 
priadon  to  the  bard,  introduced  a  line  from  the  celebrated  Prologue  at  the 
opening  of  Drury-lane  theatre  : 

"  Each  change  of  many -coloured  life  he  drew." 

From  Brighthebnftone  Dr.  Johnfon  wrote  me  the  following  letter,  which 
they  who  may  think  that  I  ought  to  have  fupprefled,  muft  have  lels  ardent 
feelings  than  I  have  always  avowed. 

^0  James  Boswell,   ^. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

"  WHY  do  you  charge  me  with  unkindnefs?  I  have  omitted 
nothing  that  could  do  you  good,  or  give  you  pleallire,  unlefs  it  be  that  I 
have  forborne  to  tell  you  my  opinion  of  your  account  of  Corfica.  I  believe 
my  opinion,  if  you  think  well  of  my  judgement,  might  have  given  you  plea- 
fure  i  but  when  it  is  confidered  how  much  vanity  is  excited  by  praife,  I  am 
not  fure  that  it  would  have  done  you  good;  Your  Hiftory  is  like  odier 
hiftories,  but  your  Journal  is  in  a  very  high  degree  curious  and  delightful. 
There  is  between  the  hMlory  and  the  journal  that  difference  which  there  will 
always  be  found  between  notions  borrowed  from  without,  and  notions  gene- 
rated within.  Your  hiftory  was  copied  from  books  j  your  journal  rofe  out  of 
your  own  experience  and  obfervation.  You  exprefs  images  which  operated 
ftrongly  upon  yourfelf,  and  you  have  impreffed  them  with  great  force  upon 
your  readers.  I  know  not  whether  I  could  name  any  narrative  by  which 
curiofity  is  better  excited,  or  better  gratified* 

"  I  am  glad  that  you  are  going  to  be  married  \  and  as  I  wilh  you  well  in 
things  of  lefs  importance,  wilh  you  well  with  proportionate  ardour  in  this 
crifis  of  your  life.  What  I  can  contribute  to  your  happinefs,  I  (hould  be  very^ 
unwilling  to  with-hold  \  for  I  have  always  loved  and  valued  you,  and  ihall  love 
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yoii  and  value  you  ftill  more,  as  you*become  more  regular  and  ufeful :  cffefti 
which  a  happy  marriage  will  hardly  fail  to  produce. 

«  I  do  not  find  that  I  am  likely  to  come  back  very  foon  from  this  place. 
I  fhall,  perhaps,  ftay  a  fortnight  longer  j  and  a  fortnight  is  a  long  time  to 
a.  lover  abfent  from  his  miftrefs.     Would  a  fortnight  ever  have  an  end  ? 

* 

**  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  afFeftionate  humble  fervant, 

«  Brighthelmftone,  S  a  M.   J  O  H  N  S  O  n/* 

Sept.  9,  1769. 

After  his  return  to  town,  we  met  fi-equently,  and  I  continued  the  praftice 
of  making  notes  of  his  converfation,  though  not  with  fo  much  affiduity  as  I 
wifh  I  had  done.  At  this  time,  indeed,  I  had  a  fufficiertt  excufe  for  not  being 
able  to  appropriate  fo  much  time  to  my  journal ;  for  General  Paoli,  after 
Corfica  had  been  overpowered  by  the  monarchy  of  France,  was  now  no 
longer  at  the  head  of  his  brav^  countrymen,  but  having  with  difficulty  efcaped 
from  his  native  ifland,  had  fought  an  afylum  in  Great-Britain ;  and  it  was  my 
duty,  as  well  as  my  pleafure,  to  attend  much  upon  him.  Such  particulars  of 
Johnfon's  converfation  at  diis  period  as  I  have  committed  to  writing,  I  fhall 
here  introduce,  without  any  ftrift  attention  to  methodical  arrangement.  Some- 
tiifles  (hort  notes  of  different  days  fhall  be  blended  together,  and  fomerimes 
a  day  may  feem  important  enough  to  be  feparately  diflinguifhed. 

He  faid,  he  would  not  have  Sunday  kept  with  rigid  feverity  and  gloom^ 
^    but  with  a  gravity  and  fimplicity  of  behaviour. 

I  told  him  that  David  Hume  had  made  a  fhort  colleftion  of  Scotticifins. 
*^  I  wonder,  (faid  Jbhnfon,)  that  be  fhould  find  them.'*    , 

He  would  not  admit  the  importance  of  the  queftion  concerning  the  legality 
of  general  warrants.  "  Such  a  power  (he  obfcrved,)  muft  be  vefled  in 
every  government,  to  anfwer  particular  cafes  of  neceffity ;  and  there  can  be 
no  juft  complaint  but  when  it  is  abufed,  for  which  thofe  who  adminifter 
government  muft  be  anfwerable.  It  is  a  matter  of  fuch  indifference,  a  matter 
about  which  the  people  care  fo  very  litde,  that  were  a  man  to  be  fent  over 
Britain  to  offer  them  an  exemption  from  it  at  a  halfpenny  a  piece,  very  few 
would  pQrchafe  it.''  This  was  a  fpecimen  of  that  laxity  of  talking,  which  I 
have  heard  him  fairly  acknowledge  -,  for,  furely,  while  the  power  of  granting 
general  warrants  was  |uppofed  to  be  legal,  and  the  apprehenfion  of  them  hung 
over  our  heads,  we  did  not  poflefs  diat  fecurity  of  freedom,  congenial  to  our 
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ha|^y  conftitution,  and  which,  by  the  intrepid  exertions  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  has 
been  happily  eftablifhed. 

He  faid,  "  The  duration  of  Parliament,  whether  for  feven  years  or  for  the 
life  of  the  King,  appears  to  me  fo  immaterial,  that  I  would  not  give  half  a 
crown  to  turn  the  fcale  the  one  way  or  the  other.  The  habeas  corpus  is  the 
fingle  advantage  which  our  government  has  over  that  of  other  countries/' 

On  the  30th  of  September  we  dined  together  at  the  Mitre.  I  attempted 
to  argue  for  the  fuperiour  happinefs  of  the  favage  life,  upon  the  ufual  fanciful 
topicks.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  there  can  be  nothing  more  falfe.  The  favages  have 
no  bodily  advantages  beyond  thofe  of  civilifed  men.  They  have  not  better 
health ;  and  as  to  care  or  mental  uneafihefs,  they  are  not  above  it,  but  below 
it,  like  bears.  No,  Sir ;  you'are  not  to  talk  fuch  paradox :  let  me  have  no 
more  oft.  It  cannot  entertain,  far  lefs  can  it  inftruft.  Lord  Monboddo, 
one  of  your  Scotch  Judges,  talked  a  great  deal  of  fuch  nonlenfe.  -  I  fuffered 
him ;  but  I  will  not  fufFer  you'' — ^Boswell.  "  But,  Sir,  does  not  Roufleau 
talk  fuch  nonfenfe?'*  Johnson.  "True,  Sir;  but  Roufleau  knows  he  is 
talking  nonfenfe,  and  laughs  at  the  world  for  ftaring  at  him.**  Boswell. 
•*  How  fo.  Sir  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  a  man  who  talks  nonfenfe  fo  v/ell, 
muft  know  that  he  is  talking  nonfenfe.  But  I  am  afraid^  (chuckling  and 
laughing,)  Monboddo  does  not  know  that  he  is  talking  nonfenfe  ^"  Boswell* 
*'  Is  it  wrong  then.  Sir,  to  afFeft  Angularity,  in  order  to  make  people  ftare  ?" 
Johnson.  "  Yes,  if  you  do  it  by  propagating  errour  :  and,  indeed,  it  is  wrong 
in  any  way.  There  is  in  human  nature  a  general  inclination  to  make  people 
ftare ;  and  every  wife  'man  has  himfcif  to  cure  of  i^,  and  does  cure  himfelf. 
If  you  wifli  to  make  people  ftare  by  doing  better  than  others,  why,  make  them 
ftare  till  they  ftare  their  eyes  out.  But  confider  how  eafy  it  is  to  make  people 
ftare,  by  being  abfurd.  I  may  do  it  by  going  into  a  drawing-room  without  my 
Ihoes.  You  remember  the  gentleman  in  **  The  Speftator,"  who  had  a  commif- 
fion  of  lunacy  taken  out  againft  him  for  his  extieme  Angularity,  fuch  as  never 
wearing  a  wig,  but  a  night-cap.  Now,  Sir,  abftraftedly,  the  night-cap  was 
beft  i  but,  relatively,  the  advantage  was  overbalanced  by  his  making  the  boys 
run  after  him.''  * 

Talking  of  a  London  life,  he  faid,  "  The  happinefs  of  London  is  not  to 
be  conceived  but  by  thofe  who  have  been  in  it.     I  will  venture  to  fay,  there 

•  His  Lordfhip  having  frequently  fpokenin  an  abufive  manner  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  in  my  company, 
I  on  one  occafion  during  the  life.time  of  my  illuftrious  friend  could  not  refrain  from  reuliation, 
and  repeated  to  him  this  faying, 
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17^9*     is  more  learning  and  fcience  within  the  circumference  of  ten  miles  from  where 

^ut^  6q.  ^^  ^^^  ^^^'  ^^^  ^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  kingdom/'  Boswell.  "  The  only 
difadvantage  is  the  great  diftance  at  which  people  live  from  one  another/* 
Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sirj  but  that  is  occafioned  bjrthe  largenefs  of  it,  which  is 
the  caufe  of  all  the  other  advantages."  Boswell.  "  Sometimes  I  have  been 
in  the  humour  of  wifliing  to  retire  to  a  defart/*  Johnson.  *^  Sir,  you  have 
defart  enough  in  Scodand." 

Although  I  had  promifed  myfelf  a  great  deal  of  inftruftive  converfation  with 
Jiim  on  the  conduft  of  the  married  ftate,  of  which  I  had  then  a  near  prolpeft^ 
he  did  not  fay  much  upon  that  topick,  Mn  Seward  heard  him  once  fay,  that 
*^  a  man  has  a  very  bad  chance  for  happinefs  in  that  ftate,  unlefs  he  marries  a 
i  woman  of  very  ftrong  and  fixed  principles  of  religion."  He  maintained  to 
me,  contrary  to  the  common  notion,  that  a  woman  would  not  be  the  worfe 
wife  for  being  learned  \  in  which,  from  all  that  I  have  o^jferved  of  Artemiftas^ 
1  humbly  differed  from  him.  That  a  woman  Ihould  be  fenfible  and  well 
informed,  I  allow  to  be  a  great  advantage  \  and  think  that  Sir  Thomas  Over- 
bury  ^  in  his  rude  verfification,  has  very  judicioufly  pointed  out  that  degree  of 
intelligence  which  is  to  be  deiired  in  a  female  companion : 

**  Give  me,  next  goody  an  underfianding  wtfe^ 
**  By  Nature  wife^  not  learned  by  much  art  i 

**  Some  knowledge  on  her  fide  will  all  my  life 
*'  More  fcope  of  converfation  impart ; 

"  Befides,  her  inborne  virtue  fortifie ; 

**  They  are  moft  firmly  good,  who  beft  know  why.*' 

When  I  cenfured  a  gentleman  of  my  acqujuntance  for  marrying  a  lecond 
time,  as  it  Ihewed  a  difregard  of  his  firft  wife,  he  faid,  «  Not  at  all.  Sir. 
On  the  contrary,  were  he  not  to  marry  again,  it  might  be  concluded  that  his 
firft  wife  had  given  him  a  difguft  to  marriage ;  "but  by  taking  a  fecond  wife 
he  pays  the  higheft  compliment  to  the  firft,  by  fhewing  that  fhe  made  him 
fo  happy  as  a  married  man,  that  he  wifhes  to  be  fo  a  fecond  time.'*  So 
ingenious  a  turn  did  he  give  to  this  delicate  queftion.  And  yet,  on  another 
occafion,  he  owned  that  he  once  had  almoft  afked  a  promife  of  Mrs.  Johnfon 
that  fhe  would  not  marry  again,  but  had  checked  himfelf.  Indeed  I  cannot 
help  thinking,  that  in  his  cafe  the  requeft  would  have  been  unrealbnablc  i  for 

♦  "  A  Wife,**  a  poem,  1614. 

if 
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if  Mrs.  Johnfon  forgot,  or  thought  it  no  injury  to  the  memory  of  her  firft  '  7^9- 
love, — ^the  hu/band  of  her  youth  and  the  father  of  her  children, — to  make  a  JEttit .  66;. 
fecond  marriage,  why  fliould  fhe  be  precluded  from  a  third,  Ihould  fhe  be 
fo  inclined  ?  In  Johnfon's  perfevering  fond  appropriation  of  his  7V//y,  even 
after  her  deceafe,  he  feems  totally  to  have  overlooked  the  prior  claim  of  the 
honeft  Birmingham  trader,  I  prefume  that  her  having  been  married  before 
had,  at  times,  given  him  fome  uneafinefs ;  for  I  remember  his  obferving  upon 
the  marriage  of  one  of  our  common  friends,  "  He  has  done  a  very  foolifh 
thing.  Sir;  he  has  married  a  widow,  when  he  might  have  had  a  maid." 

We  drank  tea  with  Mrs,  Williams.  I  had  laft  year  the  pleafure  of  fee- 
ing Mrs.  Thrale  at  Dr.  Johnfon's  one  morning,  and  had  converfation 
enough  with  her  to  admire  her  talents,  and  to  fliew  her  that  I  was  as  Johiribnian 
as  herfelf.  Dr,  Johnfon  had  probably  been  kind  enough  to  Ipeak  well  of  me„ 
for  this  evening  he  delivered  me  a  very  polite  card  from  Mr,  Thrale  and  her, 
inviting  me  to  Streatham. 

On  the  6th  of  Oftober  I  complied  with  this  obliging  invitation,  and  found, 
at  an  elegant  villa,  fix  miles  from  town,  every  circumftance  that  can  make 
fociety  pleafing.  Johnfon,  though  quite  at  home,  was  yet  looked  up  to  with 
an  awe,  tempered  by  afFeftion,  and  feemed  to  be  equally  the  care  of  his  hoft 
and  hoftefs.     I  rejoiced  at  feeing  him  fo  happy. 

.  He  played  off  his  wit  againft  Scotland  with  a  good  humoured  pleafantry^ 
which  gave  me,  though  no  bigot  to  national  prejudices,  an  opportunity  for  a 
litde  conteft  with  him.  I  having  faid  that  England  was  obliged  to  us  for 
gardeners,  almoft  all  their  good  gardeners  being  Scotchmen,— Johnson". 
*^  Why,  Sir,  that  is  becaufe  gardening  is  much  more  neceflary  amongft  yoq 
than  with  us,  which  makes  fo  many  of  your  people  learn  it.  It  is /?i7  garden- 
ing with  you.  Things  which  grow  wild  here,  muft  be  cultivated  with  great 
care  in  Scodand.  Pray  now,  (throwing  himfelf  back  in  his  chair,  and  laugh- 
ing>)  are  you  ever  able  to  bring  the  floe  to  perfeftion  ?" 

M)oafted  that  we  had  the  honour  of  being  the  firft  to  abolifh  the  unholpitable, 
troublefome,  and  ungracious  cuftom  of  giving  vails  to  fervants.  Johnson. 
«*  Sir,  you  abolifhed  vails,  becaufe  you  were  too  poor  to  be  able  to  give 
them." 

Mrs.  Thrale  difputed  with  him  on  the  merit  of  Prior.    He  attacked  him    - 
powerfiilly ;  faid,  he  wrote  of  love  like  a  man  who  had  never  felt  it :  his  love 
verfes  were  college  verfes :    and  he  repeated  the  fong,  "  Alexis  Ihunn'd  his 
fellow  fwains,'*  &c  in  fo  ludicrous  a  manner,  as  to  make  us  all  wonder  how 
any  one  could  have  been  pleafed  with  fuch  fjmtaftical  ftuffl   Mrs.  Thrale  ftood 
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1 7^-     to  her  gun  with  great  courage^  in  defence  of  amorpus  ditties  which  Johnibm 
^^Ceo.  delpifed,  till  he  at  laft  filenced  her  by  faying,  '*  My  dear  Lady^  talk  no  more 
of  this.     Nonfenfe  can  be  defended  but  by  nonfenfe/' 

Mrs.  Thrale  then  praifed  Garrick's  talent  for  light  gay  poetry ;  and,  as  z 
fpecimen,  repeated  his  fong  in  "  Florizel  and  Perdita,"  and  dwelt  with  pecu*^ 
liar  pleafure  on  this,  line ; 

"  I'd  fmile  with  the  fimple,  and  feed  with  the  poor.*' 

Johnson.  *^  Nay,  my  dear  Lady,  this  will  never  do.  Poor  David !  Smile 
with  the  fimple  !  What  folly  is  that !  And  whd  would  feed  with  the  poor 
that  can  help  it  ?  No,  no ;  let  me  fmile  with  the  wife,  and  feed  with  the 
rich/*  I  repeated  this  fally  to  Garrick,  and  wondered  to  find  his  fcnfibility  as 
a  writer  not  a  little  irritated  by  it.  To  footh  him,  I  obferved,  that  Johnfon 
Ipared  none  of  us ;  and  I  quoted  the  pafjage  in  Horace,  in  which  he  com- 
pares one  who  attacks  his  friends  for  the  fake  of  a  laugh,  to  a  pulhing  ox  that 
is  marked,  by  a  bunch  of  hay  put  upon  his  horns :  ^^  fcsnum  hahet  in  comuJ!* 
*'  Aye,  (faid  Garrick,  vehemently,)  he  has  a  whole  mow  of  it." 

Talking  of  hiftory,  Johnfon  faid,  "  We  may  know  hiftorical  fa6ts  to  be 
true,  as  we  may  know  fafts  in  common  life  to  be  true.  Motives  are  generally 
unknown.  We  cannot  fruft  to  the  charadlers  we  find  in  hiftory,  unlels  when 
they  are  drawn  by  thofe  who  knew  the  perfons  \  as  thofe,  for  inftance,  by 
Salluft  and  by  Lord  Clarendon." 

He  would  not  allow  much  merit  to  Whitefield's  oratory.  "  His  popularity^ 
Sir,  (faid  he,)  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  peculiarity  of  his  manner.  He  would 
be  followed  by  crowds  were  he  to  wear  a  night-cap  in  the  pulpit,  or  were  he 
to  preach  from  a  tree." 

I  know  not  from  what  Ipirit  of  contradiftion  he  burft  out  into  a  violent 
declamation  againft  the  Corficans,  of  whofe  heroifm  I  talked  in  high  terms. 
*^  Sir>  (faid  he,)  what  is  all  this  rout  about  the  Corficans  ?  They  have  6fen 
at  war  with  the  Genoefe  for  upwards  of  tyenty  years,  and  have  never  yel 
taken  their  fortified  towns.  They  might  have  battered  down  their  walls  and 
reduced  them  to  powder  in  twenty  years.  They  might  have  pulled  the  walh 
in  pieces,  and  cracked  the  ftones  with  their  teeth  in  twenty  years."  It  was  in 
vain  to  argue  with  him  upon  the  want  of  artillery :  he  was  not  to  be  refifted 
|br  the  moment. 

On  the  evening  of  Odober  lo,  I  prefented  Dr.  Johnfon  to  General  Paofi» 
I  had  gready  wUhed  that  two  men»  for  whom  I  had  the  higheft  efteem,  (hould 

4  meet. 
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ifteet    They  met  with  a  manly  cafe,  mutually  confcious  of  their  own  abili-      »7^9' 
ties,  and  of  the  abilities  of  each  other.     The  General  Ipoke  Italian,  and  Dr.  jg^^^^  5^^ 
Johnfon  Englilh,  and  underftood  one  another  very  well,  with  a  little  aid  of 
interpretation  from  me,  in  which  I  compared  myfelf  to  an  ifthmus  which  joins     J 
two  great  continents.     Upon  Johnfon's  approach,  the  General  faid,  "  From 
what  I  have  read  of  your  works.  Sir,  and  from  what  Mr.  Bofwell  has  told 
me  of  you,  I  have  long  held  you  in  great  veneration."     The  General  talked 
of  languages  being  formed  on  the  particular  notions  and  manners  of  a  people, 
without  knowing  which,  we  cannot  know  the  language.     We  may  know  the 
direft  fignification  of  fingle  words  j  but  by  thefe  no  beauty  of  expreffion,  no 
fally  of  genius,  no  wit  is  conveyed  to  the  mind.     All  this  muft  be  by  allufioh 
to  other  ideas.     '*  Sir,  (faid  Johnfon,)  you  talk  of  language  as  if  you  had 
never  done  any  thing  elfe  but  ftudy  it,  inftead  of  governing  a  nation."     The 
General  faid,  "  ^efto  e  un  troppo  gran  complimento^^  this  is  too  great  a  com- 
pliment.    Johnfon  anfwered,  "  I  (hould  have  thought  fo.  Sir,  if  I  had  not 
heard  you  talk."     The  General  aflced  him,  what  he  thought  of  the  fpirit  of    ^ 
infidelity  which  was  fd  prevalent.     Johnson.  "  Sir,  this  gloom  of  infidelity,     • 
I  hope,  is  only  a  tranfient  cloud  pafling  through  the  hemilphere,  which  will 
foon  be  diflipated,  and  the  fun  break  forth  with  his  ufual  Iplendoui*."     "  You 
think  then,  (faid  the  General,)  that  they  will  change  their  principles  like  their 
clothes."     Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  if  they  beftow  no  more  thought  on  prin-   ' 
ciples  than  on  drefs,  it  muft  be  fo."     The  General  faid,  that  "  a  great  part  of 
the  fafhionable  infidelity  was  owing  to  a  defire  of  Ihewing  courage.    Men  who 
have  no  opportunities  of  Ihewing  it  as  to  things  in  this  life,  take  death  and 
futurity  as  objcfts  on  which  to  difplay  it."    Johnson.  "  That  is  mighty  foolifli 
affeftation.     Fear  is  one  of  the  paffions  of  human  nature,  of  which  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  diveft  it.     You  remember  that  the  Emperour  Charles  V.  when  he    y 
read  upon  the  tomb-ftone  of  a  Spanifh  nobleman,  ^  Here  lies  one  who  never    \ 
kn^w  fear,'  wittily  faid,  '  Then  he  never  fnuffed  a  candle  widi  his  fingers." 

He  talked  a  few  words  of  French  to  the  General  i  but  finding  he  did  not 
do  it  widi  facility,  he  afked  for  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  and  wrote  die  following 


note 


yai  lu  dans  la  geographie  de  Lucas  de  Linda  un  Pater-nojier  ecrit  dans  une 
langue  tout  if  ait  differ ente  de  Vltalienne,  et  de  toutes  autres  lefquettes  fe  derivent  du 
Latin.  Vautetir  Vappelle  linguam  Corfic^  rufticam  j  elk  apeutetrepajje.peu  apeui 
fHais  eUe  a  certainement  prevalue  autrefois  dans  les  montagnes  et  dans  la  campagne. 
i>  mime  auteur  dit  la  mime  chofe  en  parlant  de  Sardaigne  i  qu'ily  a  deux  langues 
^ms  VI[le^  une  des  viUes^  V autre  de  la  campazne:' 


campagne* 
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>7^*         The  General  immediately  inforaied  him  that  the  lingua  ruftica  was  only  in* 

iEtat.  60.  Sardinia, 

Dr.  Johnfon  went  home  with  me,  and  drank  tea  till  late  in  the  night.  He 
faid.  General  Paoli  had  the  loftieft  port  of  any  man  he  had  ever  feen.  He 
'  denied  that  military  men  were  always  the  beft  bred  men.  Perfeft  good 
breeding,  he  obferved,  confifts  in  having  no  particular  mark  of  any  pfofeflion, 
but  a  general  elegance  of  manners :  whereas,  in  a  military  man,  you  can 
commonly  diftinguifh  the  brand  of  a  foldier,  Vbomme  (Tepee. 

Dr.  Johnfon  fhunned  to-night  any  difcuffion  of  the  perplexed  queftion  of 
fete  and  free  will,  which  I  attempted  to  agitate :  "  Sir,  (faid  he,)  we  know 
our  will  is  jfree,  and  there's  an  end  oPt." 

He  honoured  me  with  his  company  at  dinner  on  the  i6th  of  Oftober,  at 
my  lodgings  in  Old  Bond-ftrecr,  with  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  Mr.  Garrick^ 
Dr.  Goldfmith,  Mr.  Murphy>  Mr.  Bickerftaff,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Davies. 
Garrick  played  round  him  with  a  fond  vivacity,  taking  hold  of  the  breafts  of 
his  coat,  and,  looking  up  in  his  face  with  a  lively  archnefs,  complimented  hinx 
on  the  good  health  which  he  feemed  then  to  enjoy ;  while  the  lage,  fhaking 
his  head,  beheld  him  with  a  gentle  complacency.  One  of  the  company  not 
being  come  at  the  appointed  hour,  I  propofed,.  as  ufual  upon  fuch  occa- 
lions,  to  order  dinner  to  be  ferved ;  adding^  "  Ought  fix  people  to  be  kept 
waiting  for  one  ? "  "  Why  yes,  (anfwered  Johnfon,  with  a  delicate  huma- 
nity,) if  the  one  will  fuffer  more  by  your  fitting  down,  than  the  fix  will  do 
by  waiting."  Goldfmith,  to  divert  the  tedious  minutes,  ftrutted  .about, 
bragging  of  his  drefs,  and  I  believe  was  fcrioufly  vain  of  it,  for  his  mind 
was  wonderfully  prone  to  fuch  impreffions.  "  Come,  come,  (faid  Garrick,) 
talk  no  more  of  that.  You  are,  perhaps,  the  worft— eheh !" — Goldfmith 
was  eagerly  attempting  to  interrupt  him,  when  Garrick  went  on,  laughing- 
ironically,.  "  Nay,  you  will  always  look  like  a  gentleman  j  but  I  am  talking 
of  being  well  or  ill  drejl.''  "  Well,  let  me  tell  you,  (faid  Goldfmith,)  when 
my  tailor  brought  home  my  bloom-coloured  coat,  he  laid  ^  Sir,  I  have  a 
favour  to  beg  of  you.  When  any  body  aflcs  you  who  made  your  clothes,  be 
pleafed  to  mention  John  Phielby,  at  the  Harrow,  in  Water-lane."  Johnson.. 
"  Whyji  Sir,  that  was'  becaufe  he  knew  the  ftrange  colour  would  attradt  crouds 
to  gaze  at  it,  and  thus  they  might  hear  of  him,  and  fee  how  well  he  could 
make  a  coat  even  of  fo  abfurd  a  colour.** 

After  dinner,  our  converfation  firfl:  turned  -upon  Pope.  Johnfon  faid,  Jiis 
charafters  of  men  were  admirably  drawn,  thofe  of  women  not  -fo  well.  He 
repeated  to  us,  in  his  forcible  melodious  manner,  the  concluding  lines  of  the 
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Duftciad.  While  he  was  talking  loudly  in  praife  of  thofe  lines,  one  of  the 
conmpany  ventured  to  fay,  "  Too  fine  for  fuch  a  poem : — b,  poem  on  what  ? 
Johnson,  (with  a  difdainflil  look,)  "  Why,  on  dunces.  It  was  worth  while 
being  a  dunce  then.  Ah,  Sir,  hadft  thou  lived  in  thofe  days!  It  is  not 
worth  while  being  a  dunce  now,  when  there  are  no  wits."  BickerftafF  obferved, 
as  a  peculiar  circunniftance,  that  Pope's  feme  was  higher  when  he  was  alive 
than  it  was  then.  Johnfon  faid,  his  Paftorals  were  poor  things,  though  the 
verfification  was  fine.  He  told  usi  with  high  fatisfaftion,  the  anecdote  of 
Pope's  inquiring  who  was  the  authour  of  his  "  London,"  and  faying  he  will 
be  foon  deterri.  He  obferved,  that  in  Dryden's  poetry  there  were  paflages 
drawn  from  a  profundity  which  Pope  could  never  reach.  He  repeated  fome  fine 
lines  on  love,  by  the  former,  (which  I  have  now  forgotten,)  and  gave  great 
applaufc  to  the  charadler  of  Zimri.  Goldfmith  faid,  that  Pope's  charadler  of 
Addifon  (hewed  a  deep  knowledge  of  the  human  heart.  Johnfon  faid,  that  the. 
defcription  of  the  temple,  in  "  The  Mouming  Bride,"  was  the  fineft  poetical 
palTage  he  had  ever  read  \  he  recollefted  none  in  Shakfpeare  equal  to  it.— 
"  But,  (faid  Garrick,  all  alarmed  for  ^  the  god  of  his  idolatry,')  we  know  not 
the  extent  and  variety  of  his  powers.  We  are  to  fuppofe  there  are  fuch 
pafTages  in  his  works.  Shakfpeare  muft  not  fulFer  from  the  badnefs  of  our 
memories."  Johnfon,  diverted  by  this  enthufiaftick  jealoufy,  went  on  with 
greater  ardour :  "  No,  Sir  j  Congreve  has  nature^^  (fmiling  on  the  tragick 
eagernefs  of  Garrick  j)  but  compofing  himfelf,  he  added,  "  Sir,  this  is  not 
comparing  Congreve  on  the  whole,  with  Shakfpeare  on  the  whole  j  but  only 
maintaining  that  Congreve  has  one  finer  pafTage  than  any  that  can  be  found  in 
Shakfpeare.  Sir,  a  man  may  have  no  more  than  ten  guineas  in  the  world, 
but  he  may  have  thofe  ten  guineas  in  one  piece ;  and  fo  may  have  a  finer 
piece  than  a  man  who  has  ten  thoufand  pounds :  but  then  he  has  only  one  ten- 
guinea  piece.-^— What  I  mean  is,  that  you  can  fhew  me  no  paflage  where  there 
is  fimply  a  defcription  of  material  objefts,  without  any  intermixture  of  moral 
notions,  which  produces  fuch  an  effeft."  Mr.  Murphy  mentioned  Shaklpeare's 
defcription  of  the  night  before  the  batde  of  Agincourt ;  but  it  was  obferved, 
it  had  men  in  it.  Mr.  Davies  fuggefled  the  fpeech  of  Juliet,  in  which  fhe 
figures  herfelf  awaking  in  the  tomb  of  her  anceftors.  Some  one  mentioned 
the  defcription  of  Dover  Cliff.  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir;  it  fhould  be  all  preci- 
pice,—all  vacuum.  The  crows  impede  yoxir  fall.  The  diminifhed  appear- 
ance of  the  boats,  and  other  circumftances,  are  all  very  good  defcription  j 
but  do  not  imprefs  the  mind  at  once  with  the  horrible  idea  of  immenfe  height. 
The  impreffion  is  divided  \  you  pafs  on  by  computation,  from  one  flage  of 

the 
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1769.      the  tremendous  (pace  to  another.  Had  the  girl  in  "  The  Moiimmg  Bride"  fiud, 
^tatt  60.  ^^  could  not  caft  her  flioe  to  the  top  of  one  of  the  pillars  in  the  temple, 
it  would  not  have  aided  the  idea,  but  weakened  it." 

Talking  of  a  Barrifter  who  had  a  bad  utterance,  fome  one,  (to  roufe 
Johnfon,)  wickedly  faid,  that  he  was  unfortunate  in  not  having  been  taught 
oratory  by  Sheridan.  Johnson.  *'*  Nay,  Sir,  if  he  had  been  taught  by 
Sheridan,  he  would  have  cleared  the  room."  Garrick.  "  Sheridan  has  too 
much  vanity  to  be  a  good  man."  We  Ihall  now  fee  Johnfon's  mode  of 
defending  z  man ;  taking  him  into  his  own  hands,  and  difcriminating:  Johnson.. 
**  No,  Sir.  There  is,  to  be  fure,  in  Sheridan,  ibmething  to  reprehend,  and 
every  thing  to  laugh  at ;  but.  Sir,  he  is  not  a  bad  man.  No,  Sir ;  were 
mankind  to  be  divided  into  good  and  bad,  he  would  ftand  confiderably  within 
the  ranks  of  good.  And,  Sir,  it  muft  be  allowed  that  Sheridan  excels  in 
plain  declamation,  though  he  can  exhibit  no  charafter." 

I  Ihould,  perhaps,  have  fupprefled  this  difquifition  concerning  a  perlbn  of 
whofe  merit  and  worth  I  think  with  refpeft,  had  he  not  attacked  Johnfon  fo 
outrageoufly  in  his  Life  of  Swift,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  treated  us  his  admi- 
rers as  a  let  of  pigmies.  He  who  has  provoked  the  lafh  of  wit,  cannot  com- 
plain that  he  fmarts  from  it. 

Mrs.  Montague,  a  lady  diftinguilhed  for  having  written  an  Eflay  on  Shak- 
ipeare,  being  mentioned  j — ^Reynolds.  "  I  think  that  eflay  does  her  honour." 
Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir ;  it  does  her  honour,  but  it  would  do  nobody  elfe  honour. 
I  have,  indeed,  fiot  read  it  all.  But  when  I  take  up  the  end  of  a  web,  and  find 
it  packthread,  I  do  not  expeft,  by  looking  further,  ta  find  embroidery.  Sir, 
I  will  venture  to  fay,  there  is  not  one  fentence  of  true  criticifm  in  her  book." 
Garrick.  "  But,  Sir,  lurely  it  fliews  how^  much  Voltaire  has  miftaken 
Shakipeare,  which  nobody  elfe  has  done."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  nobody  elfe  has 
thought  it  worth  while.  And  what  merit  is  there  in  that  ?  You  may  as  well 
praife  a  fchoolmafter  for  whipping  a  boy  who  has  conftrued  ill.  No,  Sir,  there 
is  no  real  criticifm  in  it  i  none  (hewing  the  beauty  of  thought,  as  formed  on 
the  workings  of  the  human  heart." 

The  admirers  of  this  Eflay  ♦  may  be  offended  at  the  flighting  manner  in 
which  Johnfon  fpoke  of  it  5  but  let  it  be  remembered,  that  he  gave  his  honeft: 

opinion, 

^  Of  whom  I  acknowledge  myfelf  to  be  one«  confidering  it  as  a  piece  of  the  fecondary  or  com- 
parative fpecies  of  criticifm,  and  not  of  that  profound  fpecies  which  alone  Dr.  Johnfon  would 
allow  to  be  '*  real  criticifm."  It  is,  beiides,  clearly  and  elegantly  expreifed,  and  has  done  efiedually 
what  it  profefled  to  do,  namely,  vindicated  Shakfpeare  from  the  mifreprefentations  of  Voltaire ; 

and 
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opinion,  unbiafled  by  any  prejudice,  or  any  proud  jealoufy  of  a  woman  ^7^9* 
intruding^herfclf  into  the  chair  of  criticifnm ;  for  Sir  Joihua  Reynolds  has  told  jEtat.  60. 
me,  that  when  the  Eflay  firft  came  out,  and  it  was  not  known  who  had  written 
it,  Johnfon  wondered  how  Sir  Jofliua  could  like  it.  At  diis  time  Sir  Jofhua 
himfelf  had  received  no  infornniation  concerning  the  authour,  except  being 
afiured  by  one  of  our  moft  eminent  literati,  that  it  was  clear  its  authour  did 
not  know  the  Greek  tragedies  in  the  original.  One  day  at  Sir  Jofhua's  table, 
when  it  was  related  that  Mrs.  Montague,  in  an  e:jccefs  of  compliment  to  the 
authour  of  a  modem  tragedy,  had  exclaimed,   "  I  tremble  for  Shakfpeare  i" 

Johnfon  faid,    '*  When  Shaklpearc  has  got for  his  rival,  and  Mrs. 

Montague  for  his  defender,  he  is  in  a  poor  ftate  indeed." 

Johnfon  proceeded  :  "  The  Scotchman  has  taken  the  fright  method  in  his 
*  Elements  of  Criticifm.*  I  do  not  mean  that  he  has  taught  us  any  thing  j 
but  he  has  told  us  old  things  in  a  new  way.*'  Murphy.  **  He  feems  to  have 
read  a  great  deal  of  French  criticifm,  and  wants  to  make  it  his  own ;  as  if  he 
had  been  for  years  anatomifing  the  heart  of  man,  and  peeping  into  every 
cranny  of  it."  Goldsmith.  "  It  is  eafier  to  write  that  book,  than  to  read  it." 
JohKson.  "  We  have  an  example  of  true  criticifm  in  Burke's  *  Eflay  on 
the  Sublime  and  Beautiful  /  and,  if  I  recoUeft,  there  is  alfo  Du  Bos ;  and 
Bouhours,  who  (hews  all  beauty  to  depend  on  truth.  There  is  no'  great  merit 
in  telling  how  many  plays  have  ghofts  in  them,  and  how  this  ghoft  is  better 
than  that.  You  muft  fhew  how  terrour  is  imprefled  on  the  human  heart. — In 
the  dcfcription  of  night  in  Macbeth,  the  beede  and  the  bat  dctradl  from  the 
general  idea  of  darknefs, — infpiflated  gloom." 

Politicks  being  mentioned,  he  laid,  "  This  petitioning  is  a  new  mode  of 
diftrdSng  government,  and  a  mighty  eafy  one.  I  will  undertake  to  get  peti- 
tions either  againft  quarter  guineas  or  half  guineas,  with  the  help  of  a  litde  ' 
hot  wine.  There  muft  be  no  yielding  to  encourage  this.  The  objeft  is  not 
important  enough.  We  are  not  to  blow  up  half  a  dozen  palaces,  becaufe 
one  cottage  is  burning." 

The  convcrfation  then  took  another  turn.  Johnson.  "  It  is  amazing  what 
ignorance  of  certain  points  one  fometimes  finds  in  men  of  eminence.  A  wit  about 
town,  who  wrote  Latin  bawdy  verfes,  afked  me,  how  it  happened  that  Eng- 
land and  Scodand,  which  were  once  two  kingdoms,  were  now  one :— and  Sir 

and  confidering  bow  many  young  people  were  mifled  by  his  witty,  though  falfe  obfervations, 
Mn.  Montague's  Eflay  was  of  fervice  to  Shakfpeare  with  a  certain  clafs  of  readers,  ind  is^ 
therefore,  entitled  to  praife.  Johnfon,  I  am  aflured,  allowed  the  merit  which  I  have  ftated^ 
^jing,  (with  reference  to  Voltaiie,)  *'  it  is  Qom^lu&ye  ad  iominem^** 

Fletcher 
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1769.     Fletcher  Norton  did  not  fecm  to  know  that  there  were  fuch  publications  as  the 

^r6o[  Reviews." 

*'  The  ballad  of  Hardyknute  has  no  great  merit,  if  it  be  really  ancient. 
People  talk  of  nature.  But  mere  obvious  nature  may  be  exhibited  with  very 
little  power  of  mind."  [ 

On  Thurlday,  Oftober  19,  I  paflcd  the  evening  with  iiim  at  his-  houfe. 
He  advifed  me  to  complete  a  Di6Horiary  of  words  peculiar  to  Scotland,  of 
which  I  Ihewed  him  a  Ipecimen.  "  Sir,  (faid  he,)  Ray  has  made  a  collec- 
tion of  north-country  words.  By  coUefting  thofe  of  your  country,  you  will 
do  a  ufefiil  thing  towards  the  hiftory  of  the  language."  He  bade  me  alfo  go 
on  with  coUeftions  which  I  was  making  upon  .the  antiquities  of  Scotiand. 
<*  Make  a  large  book ;  a  folio."  Boswell.  "  But  of  what  ufc  will  it  be. 
Sir  ?"     Johnson.  ^  Never  mind  the  ufe ;  do  it.*' 

I  complained  that  he  had  not  mentioned  Garrick  in  his  Preface  to  Shak- 
(peare  5  and  afked  him  if  he  did  not  admire  him.  Johnson.  **  Yes,  as  a 
poor  player,  who  frets  and  ftruts  his  Jiour  upon  the  ftage  i — as  a  fhadow." 
BoswfiLL.  "But  has  he  not  brought  Shakfpeare  into  notice?"  Johnson. 
<*  Sir^  to  allow  that,  would  be  to  lampoon  the  age.  Many  of  Shakfpeare's 
pUys  are  the  worfe  for  being  afted :  Macbeth,  for  inftance."  Bqswell. 
*«  What,  Sir,  is  nothing  gained  by  ^decoration  and  aftion  ?  Indeed,  I  do  wifh 
that  you  had  mentioned  Garrick."  Johnson.  "  My  dear  Sir,  had  I  nnen- 
tioifed  him,  I  mult  have  mentioned  many  more :  Mrs.  Pritchard,  Mrs. 
Cibber,— nay,  and  Mr.  Gibber  too ;  he  too  altered  Shakfpeare."  Boswell. 
*«  You  have  read  his  apology,  Sir?"  Johnson.  "  Yes,  it  is  very  entertain- 
ing. But  as  for  Cibber  himfelf,  taking  from  his  converfation  all  that  he  ought 
"  not  to  have  faid,  he  was  a  poor  creature.  I  remember  when  he  brought  me 
one  of  his  Odes  to  have  my  opinion  of  it,  I  could  not  bear  fuch  nonfenfe, 
and  would  not  let  him  read  it  to  the  end ;  fo  little  refpeft  had  I  for  fbat 
great  man  (laughing).  Yet  I  remember  Richardfon  wondering  that  I  could 
treat  him  with  familiarity." 

I  mentioned  to  him  that  I  had  fcen  the  execution  of  feveral  convids  at 
Tyburn,  two^ays  before,  and  that  none  of  them  feemed  to  be  under  any 
concern.  Johnson.  "  Mod  of  them.  Sir,  have  never  thought  at  all." 
Boswell.  "  But  is  not  the  fear  of  death  natural  to  man  ? "  Johnson.  "  So 
much  fo,  Sir,  that  the  whole  of  life  is  but  keeping  away  the  thoughts  of  it." 
Jle  then,  in  a  low  and  earneft  tone,  talked  of  his  meditating  upon  the  aweful 
hour  of  his  own  diflblution,  and  in  what  manner  he"  fhould  conduct  himfelf 
upon  that  occafion  :  *^  I  know  not  (faid  he,)  whether  I  Ihould  wilh  to  .have 
a  friend  by  me,  or  have  it  all  between  God  and  myfelf." 

Talking 


\. 
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Talking  of  our  fcefing  for  the  diftrefles  of  others ;— Johnson.  "  Why,      »7^9-  . 
Sir,  there  is  rtiuch  noife  made  about  it,  but  it  is  gready  exaggerated.     No,  jEtat.  60. 
Sir,  we  have  a  certain  degree  of  feeling  to  prompt  u3  to  do  good :   more 
than  that,  Providence  does  not  intends     It  would  be  mifery  to  no  purpofe." 
BoswELL.  "  But  fuppofe  now.  Sir,   that  one  of  your  indmate  friends  were. 
apprehended  for  an  offence  for  which  he  might  be  hanged.*'     Johnson.  **  I 
ihould  do  what  I  could  to  bail  him,  and  give  him  any  odier  afiiftance ;  but  if 
he  were  once  fairly  hanged,  I  fhould  not  fufFer."    Boswell.  "  Would  you 
eat  your  dinner  that  day.  Sir  ?"     Johnson.  *«  Yes,  Sir ;  and  eat  it  as  if  he 
were  eadng  it  with  me.     Why,  there's  Baretti,  who  is  to  be  tried  for  his  life 
tx>-morrow,  friends  have  rifen  up  for  him  on  every  fide ;  yet  if  he  ihould  be 
hanged,  none  of  them  will  eat  a  flice  of  plumb-spudding  the  lefs.     Sir,  that 
fympathedck  feeling  goes  a  very  litde  way  in  depreffing  the  mind." 

I  told  him  that  I  had  dined  lately  at  Footc's,  who  Ihewed  me  a  kttcr  to 
him  from  Tom  Davies,  telling  him  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  flecp  from 
the  concem  which  he  felt  on  account  of  this  Jad  affair  of  Baretti^  beting 
of  him  to  try  if  he  could  fuggeft  any  thing  that  might  be  of  fervice  to  him ; 
and  at  the  fame  dme  recommending  to  him  an  induftrious  young  man  who 
kept  ,a  pickle-ftiop.  Johnson.  "  Aye,  Sir,  here  you  have  a  Ipecimen  of 
human  iympathy ;  a  friend  hanged,  and  a  cucumber  pickled.  We  know  not 
whether  Baretti  or  the  pickle-man  has  kept  Davies  from  fleep,  nor  does  he 
know  himfelf.  And  as  to  his  not  fleeping.  Sir  j  Tom  Davies  is  a  very  great 
man  5  Tom  has  been  upon  the  ftage^  and  knpws  how  to  do  thoie  things :  I 
have  not  been  upon  the  ftage,  and  cannot  do  thofe  things."  Boswell.  "  I 
have  often  blamed  myfelf,  Sii*,  for  not  feeling  for  odiers  as  fenfibly  as  many 
fay  they  do."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  don't  be  duped  by  them  any  more.  You 
will  find  thefe  very^  feeling  people  are  not  very  ready  to  do  you  good.  They 
fay  you  by  feeling." 

"  BoswELL.  "  poote  has  a  great  deal  of  humour  ?"  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir." 
Boswell.  **  He  has  a  fingular  talent  of  exhibiting  charafter."  Johnson. 
**  Sir,  it  is  not  a  talent,  it  is  a  vice  i  it  is  what  others  abftain  fi-om.  It  is  not 
comedy,  which  exhibits  the  charafter  of  a  Ipecies,  as  that  of  a  mifer  gathered 
from  many  mifers  i  it  is  farce,  which  exhibits  individuals."  Boswell.  "  Did 
not  he  think  of  exhibiting  you.  Sir  ? "  Johnson.  "  Sir,  fear  reftrained  him  j 
he  knew  I  would  have  broken  his  bones.  \  would  have  faved  him  the  trouble 
of  cutting  oflfa  leg;  I  would  not  have  left  him  a  leg  to  cut  ofi\"  Boswell. 
**  Pray,  Sir,  is  not  Foote  an  infidel  ? "  Johnson.  "  I  do  not  know.  Sir, 
that  the  fellow  is  an  infidel ;  but  if  he  be  an  infidel,  he  is  an  infidel  as  a  dog 

T  t  is 
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17^9*  is  ati  infidel  I  that  is  to  iay,  he  has  never  thought  upon  ike  (jA^eSt^,** 
^Ettu  60!  BoswELL.  '*  I  iuppofe.  Sir,  he  has  thought  Aiperficially,  and  feized  the  firftr 
notions  which  occurred  to  his  mind/'  Johnson.  *^  Why  then.  Sir,  ftill  he  is 
Kke  a  dog,  that  {hatches  the  piece  next  Mm.  Did  you  never  obienre  that  dogs 
Jiave  not  the  power  of  comparing  i  A  dog  will  take  a  fmall  bit  of  meat  as 
readily  as  a  large,  when  both  are  before  him." 

*^  Buchanan  (he  obierved,)  has  fewer  centos  than  any  modem  Latin  poet« 
He  not  only  had  gtrat  knowledge  of  the  Latin  langu^e^  but  was  a  great 
poetical  genius.     Both  the  Scaligcrs  praife  him." 

He  again  talked  of  the  pafiage  in  Congrevc  with  high  commendation,  and 
faid,  "  Shakfpeare  never  has  fix  lines  together  without  a  fault.  Perhaps  you 
may  find  feven :  but  this  does  not  refate  my  general  aflcrtion.  If  I  c<mie  to 
an  orchard,  and  (ay  there's  no  fruit  h^e,  and  then  comes  a  poring  man,  wha 
finds  two  apples  and  three  pears,  and  tells  me,  ^  Sir,  you  are  miftaken,  I 
have  found  both  apples  and  pears,'  I  flxould  laugh  at  him :  what  would  that 
be  to  the  piirpofe  ?  '* 

BoswELL.  "  What  do  you  think  of  Dr.  Young*s  « Night  Thoughts,*^  Sir  ?* 
Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir;  there  are  very  fine  things  in  them."  Boswelu  **  Is  diere 
'  not  leis  religion  in  the  nadon  now.  Sir,  than  there  was  formerly  I  '^  JohnsoIt. 
"  I  don't  know.  Sir,  that  there  is."  Boswell.  **  For  inftance,  there  ufed  ta 
be  a  chaplain  in  every  great  &mily,  which  we  do  not  find  now*"  Johnson. 
"  Neither  do  you  find  many  of  the  ftatc  lervants  which  great  &milies  ufed 
formerly  to  have.  There  is  a  change  of  modes  in  the  whole  department 
of  life." 

Next  day,  Odober  aOj,  he  appeared>  for  the  only  time  I  ftppofc  in  his  life> 
as  a  witnefs  in  a  Court  of  Juftice,  being  called  to  give  evidence  to  the 
-tharader  of  Mr.  Baretd>  who  having  ftabbed  a  man  in  the  ihctty  was  arraigned 

>  When  Mr..  Foote  was  at  Ediabnvghy  he  thoaght  fit  to  entertain  a  numerous  Scotch  company 
with  a  great  desA  of  coarfe  jocnlaiity^  at  the  expcace  of  Dr.  Johnfooy-  imagining  it  woald 
be  acceptable.    I  felt  this  as  not  civil 'to  me,  but  fat  very  patiently  till  he  had  exhaufted  his  mera- 
ment  on  that  fubjeA ;  and  then  ob&rved,  that  fnrely  Johnfon  mud  be  allowed  to  have  ibme  fterling 
wit»  and  that  I  had  heard  him  fay  a  very  good  thing  of  Mr..  Foote  himfelf.   '*  Ah,  my  old  ftiend 
Sam,  (cried  Foote,)  no  man  fays  better  things  r  do  let  us  have  it  J'  Upon  which  I  told  the  above 
ftory,  which  produced  a  veiy  load  laog^  from  the  company.     But  I  ne\xr  faw  Foote  (b  difcon-^ 
eertsd.    He  locdced  grave  and  aagiy,  and  entered  into  a  i^ious  lefutatiofi  of  the  joflice  of  the 
remaric.    **  What,  Sir,  (faid  he,}  talk  thos  of  a  man  of  libenl  education ;— a  man  who  foryeaim 
was  at  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford  ;— 41  man  wbo  has  added  fixieen  new  charadiera  to  the  Englilk 
dxama  of  his  country  V* 
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at  die  Old  Bailejr  fbr  tnyrdcr.    Never  did  fuch  a  cooftelladon  of  genius     17^9- 
coligiiten  the  aweflil  Sefljons  Houfe;  Mn  Burke»  Mn  Garrickj  Mr.  Beau-  ^tau^ 
clerkt  and  Dr.  JoJiniofi :  and  tindoubtoUy  their  fiiYouraUe  teftimony  had  due 
veiglit  wick  die  Court  aud  Jurjr.    Johnibn  gare  his  evidence  in  a  flow,  delibe- 
rate, and  diftinft  manner,  which  was  uncommonly  impieffive.    It  is  well 
known  that  Mr.  Baretti  was  acquitted. 

On  the  a6th  of  October,  we  dined  together  at  the  Mitre  tavern.  I  found 
£uilt  with  Foote  &ir  indulging  his  talent  of  ridicule  at  the  expence  of  his 
viiitors,  which  I  colloquially  termed  making  fools  of  his  company.  Johnson. 
<*  Why,  &r,  when  you  go  to  fee  Foote,  you  do  not  go  to  fee  a  faint:  you 
go  to  fee  a  man  who  will  be  entertained  at  your  houfef  and  then  bring  you 
on  a  pubiick  ftage  i  who  will  entertain  you  at'  his  houfe,  for  the  very  piupoie 
of  bringing  you  on  a  pubiick  Aage.  Sir,  he  does  not  make  fools  of  his 
company  i  t^y  whom  he  expofcs  are  fi>ols  aLrady^  he  only  brings  them 
into  aftion." 

Talking  of  trade,  he  obferved,  '^  It  is  a  miilaken  notion  that  a  vaft  deal  of 
money  is  brought  into  a  nation  by  trade.  It  is  not  fo.  Conunodities  come 
from  conunodities ;  but  trade  produces  no  capital  acceflion  of  wealth.  How- 
ever, though  there  fhould  be  little  profit  in  money,  there  is  a  conliderable 
profit  in  pleafure,  as  it  gives  to  one  nauon  the  produdions  of  another;  as  we 
have  wines  and  fruits,  and  many  other  foreign  articles,  brought  to  us." 
Bos  WELL.  "  Yes,  Sir,  and  there  is  a  profit  in  pleafure,  by  its  forniflung  occu- 
pation to  fuch  numbers  of  mankind."  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  you  cannot 
call  that  pleafure  to  which  all  are  averfe,  and  which  none  begin  but  with  die 
hope  of  leaving  off;  a  thing  which  men  diflike  before  they  have  tried  it,  and 
when  they  have  tried  it."  Boswbll.  **  But,  Sir,  the  mind  muft  be  employed, 
and  we  grow  weary  when  idle."  Johnson.  *^  That  is.  Sir,  becaufe,  others 
being  bufy,  we  want  company ;  but  if  we  were  all  idle,  there  would  be  no 
growing  weary ;  we  ihouM  all  entertain  one  another.  There  is,  indeed,  dm 
in  trade : — ^it  gives  men  an  opportunity  of  improving  their  fituadon.  If  there 
were  no  trade,  many  who  are  poor  would  always  remain  poor.  But  no  man 
loves  labour  for  itfelf."  Boswell.  "  Yes,  Sir,  I  know  a  perfon  who  does. 
He  is  a  very  laborious  Judge,  and  he  loves  the  labour."  Johnson.  "  Sir, 
that  is  becaufe  he  loves  refpeft  and  diftindion.  Coukl  he  have  them  without 
labour,  he  would  like  it  lefs."  "  He  tells  me  he  likes  it  for  itfelf."— 
^^  Why,  Sir,  he  fancies  fo,  becaufe  he  is  not  accuftomed  to  abftraft." 

We  went  home  to  his  houfe  to  tea.  Mrs.  Williams  made  it  with  fufficient 
dexterity,  notwithftanding  her  blindnefs,   though  her  manner  of  iatisfying 
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1769*  hcrfclf  that  the  cups  were  fiill  enough,  was  a  little  aukward:  (he  put  her 
]5J2f^  finger  down  a  certain  way,  rill  Ihe  felt  the  tea  touch  it.  In  my  firft  elation 
at  being  allowed  the  privilege  of  attending  Dr.  Johnfon  at  his  late  vifits  to 
this  lady,  which  was  like  being  i  fecretimbus  confiHisj  I  willingly  drank  cup 
after  cup,  as  if  it  had  been  the  Heliconian  fpring.  But  as  the  charm  of 
novelty  went  off,  I  grew  more  faftidious ;  and  befides,  I  difcovercd  that  (he 
was  of  a  peevifh  temper. 

There  was  a  pretty  large  circle  this  evening.  Dr.  Johnfon  was  in  vtry  go^ 
humour,  lively,  and  ready  to  talk  upon  aU  fubjefts.  Mr.  Ferguflbn,  the  felf- 
taught  philofopher,  told  him  of  a  new-invented  machine  which  went  without 
horfes :  a  man  who  &t  in  it  turned  a  handle,  which  worked  a  fpring  that  drove 
it  forward.  "  Then,  Sir,  (faid  Johnfon,)  what  is  gained  is,  the  man  has  his 
-  choice  whether  he  will  move  himielf  alone,  or  himfelf  and  the  machine  too." 
Dominicetti  being  mentioned,  he  would  not  allow  him  any  merit.  "  There 
is  nothmg  in  all  this  boafted  fyftcm.  No,  Sir  i  medicated  baths  can  be  no 
better  than  warm  water :  their  only  cfFeft  can  be  that  of  tepid  mroifture.'* 
One  of  the  company  took  the  other  fide,  maint^ing  that  medicines  of 
various  forts,  and  fome  too  of  moft  powerful  effeft,  are:  introduced  into  the 
human  fiame  by  the  medium  of  the  pores  5  and,  therefore,  when  warm  water 
is  impregnated  with  falutiferous  fubftances,  it  may  produce  great  efFefts  as  a 
bath.  This  appeared  to  me  very  iatisfadtory.  Johnfon  did  not  aniwer  it  5 
but  talking  for  viftory,  and  determined  to  be  matter  of  the  field,  he  had 
recourfe  to  the  device  which  Goldfmith  imputed  to  him  in  the  witty  words  of 
one  of  Gibber's  comedies  :  "  There  is  no  arguing  with  Johnfon ;  for  when  his 
piftol  miflfes  fire,  he  knocks  you  down  with  the  butt  end  of  it.**' .  He  turned 
to  the  gentleman,  "  WeU,  Sir,  go  to  Dominicetti,  and  get  thyfelf  fiimigated  j 
but  be  furc  that  the  fteam  be  directed  to  thy  head,  for  that  is  the  peccant  part. ^* 
This  produced  a  triumphant  roar  of  laughter  from  the  motley  aflimbly  of 
philofophers,  printers,  and  dependents,  male  and  female. 

I  know  not  how  fo  whimfical  a  thought  came  into  my  mind>  but  I  aiked,  *'  I^ 
Sir,  you  were  fhut  up  in  a  cattle,  and  a  new-born  child  with  you,  what  would 
y6u  do?"  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  I  Ihould  not  much  like  my  company/' 
BosW£LL.  "  But  would  you  take  the  trouble  of  rearing  it  ? "  He  feemed,  as 
may  weU  be  fuppofed,  unwilling  to  purfiie  the  fubjeft ;  but  upon  my  perfe- 
vering  in  my  quettioh,  replied,  "  Why  yes.  Sir,  I  would  i  but  I  mutt  have 
all  conveniencies.  If  I  had  no  garden,  I  would  make  a  Ihed  on  the  roof,  and 
take  it  there  for  frefh  air.  I  fliould  feed  it,  and  walh  it  much,  and  with  warm 
water  to  pleafc  it,  not  with  cold  water  to  give  it  pain.*'    Boswell.  **  But^, 
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Sir,  docs  not  heat  relax  ? "  Johnson,  "  Sir,  you  are  not  to  imagine  the 
water  is  to  be  very  hot,  I  would  not  coddle  the  child.  No,  Sir,  the  hardy 
method  of  treating  children  does  no  good.  I'll  take  you  five  children  froip 
London,  who  Ihall  cuff  five  Highland  children.  Sir,  a  man  bred  in  London 
will  carry  a  burthen,  or  run,  or  wreftle,  as  well  as  a  man  brought  up  in  the 
hardieft  manner  in  the  country."  Boswell*  "  Good  living,  I  fuppofe,  makes 
the  Londoners  ftrong."  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  I  don't  know  that  it  does. 
Our  chairmen  fi"om  Ireland,  who  are  as  ftrong  men  as  any,  have  been  brought 
up  upon  potatoes.  Quantity  makes  up  for  quality."  Boswell.  "  Would 
you  teach  this  child  that  I  have  fiirnilhed  you  with,  any  thing  ?"  Johnson. 
"  No,  I  Ihould  not  be  apt  to  teach  it."  Boswell.  "  Would  not  you  have  a 
pleafure  in  teaching  it?"  Johnson*  "  No,  Sir,  I  fhould  7k)t  have  a  pleafure 
in  teaching  it."  Boswell.  "  Have  you  not  a  pleafure  in  teaching  men? — 
^bere  I  have  you.  You  have  the  fame  pleafure  in  teaching  men,,  that  I  fliould 
have  in  teaching  children."     Johnson.  "  Why,  fomething  about  that." 

Boswell.  "  Do  you  think.  Sir,  that  what  is  called  natural  affection  is  bom 
with  us  ?  It  feems  to  me  to  be  the  effed  of  habit,  or  of  gratitude  for  kind- 
nefs.  No  child  has  it  for  a  parent  whom  it  has  not  feen."  Johnson.  "  Why, 
Sir,  I  think  there  is  an  inftinftive  natural  aiFedtion  in  parents  towards  their 
children." 

Ruflia  being  mentioned  as  likely  to  become  a  great  empire,,  by  the  rapid 
increafe  of  population  j — ^Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  I  fee  no  prolpcft  of  their 
propagating  more.  They  can  have  no  more  children  than  they  can  get.  I 
know  of  no  way  to  make  them  breed  more  than  they  do.  It  is  not  from  rea- 
Ibn  and  prudence  that  people  marry,,  but  from  inclination.  A  man  is  poor  5 
he  thinks^  *  I  cannot  be  worfe,  and  fo  I'll  e'en  take  Peggy."  Boswell.  "But 
have  not  nations  been  more  populous  at  one  period  than  another  ? "  Johnson. 
**  Yes,  Sir  j  but  that  has  been  owing  to  the  people  being  lefe  thinned  at  one 
period  than  another,  whether  by  emigrations,  war,  or  peftilence,  not  by  their, 
being  more  or  lefs  prolifick.  Births  at  all  times  bear  the  fame  proportion  to 
the  fame  number  of  people."  Boswell.  "  But,  to  confider  the  ftate  of  our 
own  country ;— does  not  throwing  a  number  of  farms  into  one  hand  hurt 
population  ?"  Johnson,  "  Why  no.  Sir  i  the  fame  quantity  of  food  being 
produced,  will  be  confumed  by  the  fame  number  of  mouths,  though  the 
people  may  be  difpofed  of  in  different  ways.  We  fee^  if  corn  be  deai^ 
and  butchers'  meat  cheap,  the  farmers  all  apply  themfelves  to  the  raifing  of 
com,  till  it  becomes  plentifiil  and  cheap,  and  then  butchers*  meat  becomes 
^ear  5  fo  that  an  equality  is  always  preferved.    No,  Sir,  let  fanciful  men  do  as 
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diey  will,  depend  upon  it,  it  is  difficult  to  difturb  the  fyftcm  of  life.**  Boswell. 
'^  But,  Sir,  is  it  not  a  very  bad  thing  for  landlords  to  opprefs  their  tenants,  by 
raifing  their  rents?"  Johnson.  **  Very  bad.  But,  Sir,  it  never  can  havt 
any  general  influence ;  it  may  diftrefs  fomc  individuals.  For  conlider  this : 
landlords  cannot  do  without  tenants.  Now  tenants  will  not  give  more  for  land 
than  land  is  worth.  If  they  can  make  more  of  their  money  by  keeping  a 
fhop,  or  any  other  way,  they'll  do  it,  and  lb  oUige  landlords  to  let  land  come 
back  to  a  reafonable  rent,  in  order  that  they  may  get  tenants.  Land,  in 
England,  is  an  article  of  commerce.  A  tenant  who  pays  his  landlord  his 
rent,  thinks  himfclf  jio  more  obliged  to  him  than  you  diinfc  yourfelf  cA>figed 
to  a  man  in  whofe  fhop  you  buy  a  piece  of  goods.  He  knows  the  landlord 
does  not  let  him  have  his  land  for  lefe  than  he  can  get  from  others,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  fhopkeeper  fells  his  goods.  No  fliopkeeper  fcUs  a  yard 
of  ribband  for  fix-pence,  when  feyen-pence  is  the  current  price.*'  Boswell. 
*'  But,  Sir,  is  it  not  better  that  tenants  (hould  be  dependent  on  landlords?'' 
Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  as  there  arc  many  more  tenants  than  landlords,  per- 
haps, ftriiSUy  fpeaking,  we  fhould  wiih  not.  But  if  you  pleafe  you  may  let 
your  lands  cheap,  and  fo  get  the  value,  part  in  money  and  part  in  homage. 
I  ihould  agree  with  you  in  that."  Bostwell.  ^^  SOj  Sir,  you  kugh  at  fcheoies 
of  political  improvement."  Johnson.  ^^  Why,  Sir,  moft  fchemes  of  political 
improvement  are  very  laughable  things." 

He  obferved,  **  Providence  has  wifely  ordered  that  the  more  numerous 
men  are,  the  more  difficult  it  is  for  them  to  agree  in  any  thing,  and  fo  they 
are  governed.  There  is  no  doubt,  that  if  the  poor  Ihould  reaibn,  «  We'll 
be  the  poor  no  longer,  we'll  make  the  rich  take  their  turn,'  they  could  eafily 
do  it,  were  it  not  that  they  can't  agree.  So  the  conunon  Ibldiers,  though 
fo  much  more  numerous  than  their  officers,  are  governed  by  them  for  the 
fame  reafon.*' 

He  iaid^  ^^  M^kind  have  a  ftrong  attachment  to  the  habitations  to  which 
they  have  been  accuftomcd.  You  fee  the  inhabitants  of  Norway  do  not  with 
one  confent  quit  it,  and  go  to  fome  part  of  America,  where  there  is  a  mild 
climate,  and  where  they  may  have  the  fame  produce  from  land,  with  the  tenth 
part  of  the  labour.  No,  Sir  j  their  affi^ftion  for  their  old  dwellings,  and  die 
terrour  of  a  general  change,  keep  them  at  home.  Thus,  wf  fee  many  of 
the  fineft  ipots  in  riie  world  thinly  inhabited,  and  many  rugged  ipots  w«ll 
inhabited." 

The  London  Chronicle,  which  was  the  only  new^aper  he  conftandy*  took 
ih,  being  brought,  the  office  of  reading  it  aloud  was  affipicd  to  me.     I  \vas 
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diverted  by  his  impadence.    He  made  me  pafs  over  fb  iftany  parts  of  itj  that     i?^- 
my  talk  was  very  eafy.    He  would  not  fuffer  one  of  the  pctirions  to  the  King  ]fi^t"  6q^ 
about  the  Middle&x  elefbon  to  be  read. 

I  had  hired  a  Bdhemian  as  my  fervant  while  •!  remained  in  London,  and 
bdiig  muchpleafed  with  him^  I  aiked  Dr.  Johnfon  whether  his  being  a  Roman 
Catholick  ihould  prevent  my  taking  him  with  me  to  Scotland.  Johnson. 
"  Why  no.  Sir.  If  be  has  no  objeftion,  you  can  have  none."  Boswell. 
*«  So,  Sir,  you  arc  no  great  enemy  to  the  Roman  Catholick  religion." 
Johnson.  **  No  more.  Sir,  than  to  the  Preftytcriaft  religion."  Boswell. 
"  You  are  joking."  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir,  I  really  think  fo.  Nay,  Sir,  " 
of  the  two,  I  prefer  the  Popilh."  Boswell.  ^'  How  fo.  Sir  ? "  Johnson. 
*'  Why,  Sir,  the  Prefbyterians  have  no  church,  no  apoftolical  ordination." 
BoswBLL.  **And  do  you  think  that  abfolutcly  effential.  Sir?"  Johnson. 
*^  Why,  Sir,  as  it  was  an  apoftolical  inftitution,  I  think  it  is  dangerous  to  be 
without  it.  And,  Sir,  the  Preft>yterians  have  no  publick  worlhip:  they 
have  no  form  of  prayer  in  which  they  know  they  are  to  join.  They  go  to 
hear  a  man  pray,  and  arc  to  judge  whether  they  will  join  with  him."  Boswell. 
**  But,  Sir,  their  doArine  is  the  fame  with  that  of  .the  Church  of  England. 
Their  confeffion  of  faith,  and  the  thirty-nine  ardcles,  contain  the  fame  points, 
even  die  doctrine  of  predeflination."  Johnson.  "  Why  yes,  Sirj  prcdcfli- 
nation  was  a  part  of  the  clamour  of  the  times,  fo  it  is  mendoned  in  our 
articles,  but  with  as  litde  pofitivenefs  as  coukl  be."  Boswill.  "  Is  it  necef- 
iary.  Sir,  to  believe  all  riw  thirty-nine  articles?"  Johnson.  "Why,  Sir, 
that  is  a  queftion  which  has  been  much  agitated.  Some  have  thought  it 
neceflary  that  they  fhould  all  be  believed  j  odhiers  have  confidercd  them  to  be 
Only  articles  of  peace,  that  is  to  fay,  you  are  not  to  preach  againft  them." 
BosWEtL*  **  It  appears  to  me.  Sir,  that  predeflination,  or  what  is  equivalent 
10  it,  cannot  be  avokled,  if  we  hold  an  univerfal  prefence  in  the  Deity." 
Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  does  not  God  every  day  fee  things  going  on  without 
preventing  them  ?"  Boswbll.  ^«  True,  Sir  j  but  if  a  thirife  be  r^/^/»^  fore- 
ieen,  it  muft  be  fixed,  and  cannot  happen  otherwife ;  and  if  we  apply  th's 
confideration  to  the  human  mind,  there  is  no  free  will,  nor  do  I  fee  how 
prayer  can  be  of  any  avail."  He  mentioned  Dr.  Clarke,  and  Bifliop  Bram- 
hall  on  Liberty  and  Neceflity,  and  bid  me  read  South's  fermons  on  Prayer ; 
but  avoided  the  queflion  which  has  excriKiated  philofophers  and  divines, 
beyond  any  other.  I  did  not  prefs  it  further,  when  I  perceived  that  he  was 
di^kafed,  and  fhrunkfrom  any  abndgement  of  an  attribute  ufually  afcribed 
CO  the  Divinity^  however  irreconcileabk  in  its  full  extent  with  the  grand  fyftem 
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of  moral  government.  His  fuppofed  orthodoxy  here  craihpcd  the  vigorous 
powers  of  his  underftanding.  He  was  confined  by  a  chain  which  early  imagi^ 
nation  and  long  habit  made  him  think  mafiy  and  ftrong,  but  which,  had  ht 
ventured  to  try,  he  could  at  once  have  fnapt  aliindcr. 

I  proceeded:  "  What  do  you  think,  Sir,  of  Purgatory,  as  believed  by  die 
Roman  Catholicks?"  Johnson.  Why,  Sir,  it  is  a  very  harmleis  do£trine. 
They  are  of  opinion  that  the  generality  of  mankind  are  neither  fo  obftinatdy 
wicked  as  to  deferve  everlafting  punifhment,  nor  fo  good  as  to  merit  being 
admitted  into  the  ibciety  of  blefled  Spirits ;  and  therefore  that  Goo  is  gni* 
cioufly  pleafed  to  allow  of  a  middle  ftate,  where  they  may  be  purified  by 
certain  degrees  of  fufFering.  You  fee.  Sir,  there  is  nodiing  unreaibnable  in 
this."  BoswELL.  "But  then.  Sir,  their  maflcs  for  the  dead?"  Johnson. 
"  Why,  Sir,  if  it  be  once  eftabliflied  that  there  are  fouls  in  purgatory,  it  is 
as  proper  to  pray  for  tbem^  as  for  our  brethren  of  mankind  who  are  yet  in 
ilhis  life."  BoswELL.  "  The  idolatry  of  the  Mafs  ?" — ^Johnson.  *^  Sir,  there  is 
00  idolatry  in  the  Mafs.  They  believe  Gob  to  be  there,  and  they  adore  him." 
BoswELL.  "  The  worfhip  of  Saints  ?" — ^Johnson.  "  Sir,  diey  do  not  worlhip 
faints  I  they  invoke  them ;  they  only  aflc  their  prayers.  I  am  talking  all  this 
rime  of  the  doltrines  of  the  church  of  Rome.  I  grant  you  that  in  pr^kf. 
Purgatory  is  made  a  lucrative  impofidon,  and  that  the  people  do  become 
idolatrous  as  they  recommend  themfclves.  to  the  tutelary  protedtion  of  par- 
ticular faints. '  I  think  their  giving  the  facrament  only  in  one  kind  is  criminal, 
becaufe  it  is  contrary  to  the  exprels  inftitution  of  Christ,  and  I  wonder  how 
the  Council  of  Trent  admitted  it."  Boswell.  "  Confeflion  ?" — ^Johnson. 
"  Why,  I  don't  know  but  that  is  a  good  thing.  The  fcripture  fays,  *  Confels 
your  faults  one  to  another ;'  and  the  priefts  confefs  as  well  as  the  laity.  Then 
it  mufl:  be  confidered  that  their  s^foludon  is  only  upon  repentance,  and  often 
tipon  penance  aUb.  You  think  your  Cms  may  be  forgiven  without  penance^ 
upon  repentance  alone." 

I  thus  ventured  to  mention  all  the  common  objefbions  againft  the  Roman 
Catholick  Church,  that  I  might  hear  fo  great  a  man  upon  them.  What  he 
&id  is  here  accurately  recorded.  But  it  is  not  improbable  that  if  one  had  taken 
the  other  fide,  he  might  have  reafoned  differendy. 

I  muft  however  mention,  that  he  had  a  relpeft  for  *^  fbe  old  religion^*'  as  the 
mild  Melandhon  called  that  of  the  Roman  Catholick  Church,  even  while  he 
was  exerting  himfelf  for  its  reformadon  in  fome  particulars.  Sir  William 
jScQtt  informs  me,  that  he  heard  Johnfon  fay,  "  A  man  who  is  converted 
from  P/oteftantifi^  to  Popery,  may  be  fincere:  he  parts  with  nothing;  he. is 
Xmly  fupcradding  to  what  he  already  had.    But  a  convert  from  Popery  to 
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Protseftantiffn^  gives  up  fo  much  of  what  he  has  held  as  facred  as  any  thing     >  7^- 
that  he  recsun^ ;  there  is  (b  much  laceration  rf  mind  in  fuch  a  converfionj  that  it  "^^^ 
can  hardly  be  fincere  and  lading.''    The  truth  of  this  reflection  may  be  con-* 
iirmed  by  many  and  eminent  inftances^  (bme  of  which  will  occur  to  moft  of 
my  readers. 

When  we  were  alone^  I  introduced  the  fiibjedt  of  deaths  and  endeavoured 
to  maintain  that  the  fear  of  it  might  be  got  over.  I  told  him  that  David 
Hume  faid>  he  was  no  more  uneafy  to  think  he  (hould  not  be  after  dus  life» 
than  that  he  bad  not  been  before  he  began  to  exift.  Johnsok*  <^  Sir,  if  he 
Tcally  thinks  (o^  his  perceptions  are  difturbed ;  he  is  mad :  if  he  does  not 
think  £>>  he  lies.  He  may  tell  you^  he  holds  his  finger  in  the  flame  oi  a  candle^ 
without  feeling  pain  i  would  you  believe  him  ?  When  he  dies,  he  at  leafl: 
gives  vp  all  he  has."  Boswbll.  '*  Foote,  Sir^  told  me,  that  when  he  was 
very  ill  he  was  not  afraid  to  die."  Joanson.  '<  It  is  not  true.  Sin  Hold  a 
piflol  to  Footers  breaft,  or  to  Hume's  breafl:,  and  threaten  to  kill  them,  and 
you'll  fee  how.  they  behave."  Boswzll.  ^^  But  may  we  not  fortify  our.  minds 
iot  the  approach  of  death  ?"— Here  I  am  fenfible  I  was  in  die  wrong,  to  bring 
before  his  view  what  he  ever  looked  upon  with  horrour ;  for  aldiough  when  in 
a  cekftial  frame,  in  his  <^  Vanity  of  human  Wifhes,"  he  has  fuppofed  death 
to  be  ^*  kind  Nature's  fignal  for  retreat,"  from  diis  ftate  of  being  to  <'  a  hap^ 
pier  feat,"  his  thoughts  upon  this  aweful  change  were  in  general  full  of  difmal 
apprehenfions.  His  mind  refembled  the  vaft  amphitheatre,  the  Colifa^m 
at  Rome.  In  the  centre  flood  his  judgement,  which,  like  a  mighty  gladiator, 
combated  thofe  apprehenfions  that,  like  the  wild  beafls  of  the  Arena^  were  all 
around  in  cells,  ready  to  be  let  out  upon  him.  After  a  conflid,  he  drives 
them  back  into  their  dens  i  but  not  killing  them,  they  were  ftill  aflfailing  him. 
To  my  quelHon,  ^  whether  we  might  not  fortify  our  minds  for  the  approach  of 
death,  he  anfwered,  in  a  paflion,  ^^  No,  Sir,  let  it  alone.  It  matters  not  hotv 
a  man  dies,  but  how  he  lives.  The  a£t  of  dying  is  not  of  importance,  it  lafb 
fo  fhort  a  time."  He  added,  (with  an  earneft  look,)  '^  A  man  knows  it  mufl 
be  fo^  and  fubmits.     It  wiU  do  him  no  good  to  whine." 

I  attempted  to  continue  the  converlation.  He  was  fo  provoked,  that  he 
faid,  **  Give  us  no  more  of  thi5  j"  and  was  thrown  into  fuch  a  ftate  of  agita* 
tion,  that  he  exprefTed  himfclf  in  a  way  that  alarmed  and  diftreflfed  me  5  fhewcd 
an  impatience  that  I  fhould  leave  him,  and  when  I  was  going  away,  called  to 
me  flernly,  **  Don't  let  us  meet  to-morrow." 

I  went  home  exceedingly  uneafy.  All  the  harih  obfervations  which  I  had 
ever  heard  made  upon  his  charafter,  ctx>wded  into  my  mind  s  and  I  fcemed 

Uu  to 
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to  myfelf  like  the  man  who  had  put  his  head  into  the  lion's  mouth  t  great 
many  times  with  perfeft  fafcty,  but  at  laft  had  it  bit  off,. 

Next  morning  I  fent  him  a  note,  ftating,  that  I  might  have  been  in  the 
wrohg,  but  it  was  not  intentionally  j  he  was  therefore,  I  cx)uld  not  help  dunk- 
ing, too  fevere  upon  me.  That  notwithftanding  our  agreement  not  to  meet 
that  day,  I  would  call  on  him  in  my  way  ta  the  city,  and  ftay  five  minutes 
by  my  watch.  "  You  are,  (faidi,)  in  my  mind,  fince  laft  night,  furrounded 
with  cloud  and  ftorm*  Let  me  have  a  glimpfe  of  fijnfhirie,^  and  go  about 
my  affairs  in  ferenity  and  checrfulncfs/^ 

Upon  entering  his  ftudy,  I  was  glad  that  he  was  not  albne,  which  would 
have  made  our  meeting  more  aukward-  There  ysrere  with  him,.  Nf  r.  Stcevens. 
and  Mr.  Tyers,  both  of  whom  I  now  faw  for  the  firil  time.  My  note  had>. 
on  hi3  own  refleftion,  foftened  him,  for  he  received  me  very  complacently  y 
fo  that  I  unexj^ftedly  found  myfelf  at  eafe,^  and  joined  in  the  converlation. 

He  faid,  the  criticks  had  done  too  much  honour  to  Sir  Richard  Blackmore,), 
by  writing  Hb  much  againft  him.  That  in  his  "  Creation"  he  had  been  helped 
by  various  wits,  a  line  by  Philips  and  a  line  by  Tickell ;  fo  that  by  theiraid,  and 
that  of  others,  the  poem  had  been  made  out.  I  defended  Blackmore's  lines^ 
which  have  been  ridiculed  as  abfolute  nonfenfe  t 


"  A  painted  veft  Prince  Voltiger  had  on^ 

**  Which  from  a  naked  Pift  his  grandfire  won^' 


1  maintained  it  to  be  a  poetical  conceit.  A  PiA  being  painted^  if  he  Ts  flaiiW 
in  batde,  and  a  veft  is  made  of  his  fkin,  it  is  a  painted  veft  won  from  him,, 
though  he  was  naked.. 

Johnfon  Ipoke  unfavourably  of  a  certain  pretty  voluminous  authour,  faying,, 
^  He  ufed  to  write  anonymous  books,  and  then  other  hooks  commending 
thofe  books,  in  which  there  was  fomething  of  rafcality." 

I  whifpered  him,,  "  Well,  Sir,^  you.  are  now  in  good  humour.**  Johnson,. 
"  Yes,  Sir."  I  was  going  to  leave  him,,  and  had  got  as  far  as  the  ftair-cafe. 
He  ftopped  me,  and  fmiling,  faid,  **  Get  you  gone>"  in  a  curious  mode  of 
inviting  me  to  ftay>  which  I  accordingly  did  for  fome  time  longer. 

This  litde  incidental  quarrel  and  reconciliation,,  which,  perhaps,  I  may  be 
thought  to  have  detailed  too  minutely,,  muft  be  efteemed  as  one  of  many 
proofs  which  his  friends  had,,  that  though  he  might  be  charged. with  bad  humouc 
at  times,  he  was  always  a  good-natured  man  5  and  I  have  heard  Sir  Jofliua* 
Reynolds,  a  nice  and  delicate  obfcrvcr  of  manners,  particularly  remark,  that 

4  when 
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when  upon  any  occafion  Johnfon  had  been  rough  to  any  perfon  in  company, 
he  took  the  firft  opportunity  of  reconciliation,  by  drinking  to  him  or  addrefl> 
ing  his  difcourfe  to  himj  but  if  he  found  his  dignified  indirect  overtures 
fuUenly  neglefted,  he  was  quite  indifferent,  and  confidered  himfelf  as  having 
done  all  that  he  ought  to  do,  ^d  the  other  as  now  in  the  wrong. 

Being  to  fet  out  for  Scodand  on  the  loth  of  November,  I  wrote  to  him  at 
Streatham,  begging  that  he  would  meet  me  in  town  on  the  9th ;  but  if  this 
ihould  be  very  inconvenient  to  him^  I  would  go  thither.  His  anfwer  was  as 
follows : 

s 

To  James   BoswblLj  Efq. 

^  Dear  Sir, 

«*  UPON  balancing  the  inconveniencies  of  both  parties,  I  find  it 
will  lefs  incommode  you  to  Ipend  your  night  here,  than  me  to  come  to  town* 
1  wifh  to  fee  you,  and  am  ordered  by  the  lady  of  this  houfe  to  invite  you 
hither^  Whether  you  can  come  or  not,  I  Ihall  not  have  any  occafion  of 
writing  to  you  again  before  your  marriage,  and  therefore  tell  you  now,  that 
with  great  fincerity  I  wilh  you  happincfs.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

^  Your  mofl  afFedtionate  humble  (ervant, 
«  Nov^.  9,  1769.  Sam.  JojjNsoN." 

I  was  detained  in  town  till  it  was  too  late  on  the  9th,  fo  went  to  him 
early  in  the  morning  of  the  tenth  of  Oftober.  "  Now  (faid  he,)  that  you 
are  going  to  marry,  do  not  expeft  more  from  life,  than  life  will  afford.  You 
may  often  find  yourfelf  out  of  humour,  and  you  may  often  think  your  wife 
not  fhidious  enough  to  pleafe  you ;  and  yet  you  may  have  rcafon  to  confider 
yourfelf  as  upon  the  whole  very  happily  married.'* 

Talking  of  marriage  in  general,  he  obferved,  "  Our  marriage  fcrvice  is 
too  refined.  *  It  is  calculated  only  for  the  beft  kind  of  marriages ;  whereas, 
we  fhould  have  a  form  for  matches  of  convenience,  of  which  there  are  many.** 
He  agreed  with  me  that  there  was  no  abfolute  necelTity  for  having  the  mar- 
riage ceremony  performed  by  a  regular  clergyman,  for  this  was  not  commanded 
in  fcripture^ 

I  was  volatile  enough  to  repeat  to  him  a  little  epigrammatick  fong  of  nrnnc, 
on  matrimony^  which  Mr.  Garrick  had  a  few  days  before  procured  to  be  let 
to  mufick. 

Uu  2  A  Matrimonial 
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A  MATRiMoirrAL  Thought.. 

IN  the  blithe  days  of  honey-moon,. 

With  Kate's  allurements  fmitten,. 
I  lov*d  her  late,  I  Iov*d  her  foon,. 

And  call'd  her  deareft  kitten.. 

But  now  my  kitten's  grown  a  cat^. 

And  crols  like  other  wives, 
O  !  by  my  foul,  my  honeft  Mat,. 

I  fear  fhe  has  nine  liv^s.. 

**  My  illuftrious  friend  laid,  "  It  is  very  well.  Sir ;  but  you  fliould  not.  Iwear.**' 
Upon  which  I  altered  **  O  !  by  my  foul,"  to  «  alas,,  alas  T/ 

He  was  fo  good  as  to.  accompany  me  to  London^  and  fee  me  into  the  poft-^ 
chaife  which  was  to  carry  me  on  my  road  to  Scotland.  And  fure  1  am,,  that 
however  inconfideraJble  many  of  the  particulars  recorded  at.  this,  time  may 
appear  to  fome,  they  will  be  efteemed  by  the  beft  part  of  my  readers  as  genuine 
traits  of  his  charadler,  contributing  together  to  give  a  &11,  fair,  and  diftindt 
view  of*  it.. 
i77«^  In  1770  he  pubfifhed  a  political  pamphlet,  entitled  ^  The  Falfe  Alarm,'^ 
intended  to  juftify  the  conduft  of  miniftry  and  their  majority  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  for  having  virtually  aflumed  it  as  an  axiom,  that  the  expuliion 
of  a  Member  of  Parliament  was  equivalent  to  exclufion,  and  thus  having 
declared  Colonel  Lutterel  to  be  duly  elefted  for  the  county  of  Middlcfex, 
notwithftanding  Mr.  Wilkes  had  a  great  majority  of  votes.  This  being  juftly 
confidered  as  a  grois  violation  of  the  right  of  eledtion,  an  alarm  for  the  conlti- 
tudon  extended  itfelf  all  over  the  kingdom.  To  prove  this  alarm  to  he  fall^ 
was  the  purpofe  oi  Johnfon*s  pamphlet  \  but  even  his  raft  powers  were 
inadequate  to  cope  with  conftitutional  truth  and  reafbn,  and  his  argument 
failed  of  efftft ;  and  the  Houfe  of  Commons  have  fincc  expunged  the  ofFen- 
five  refdudon  from^  their  Joumals.  That  the  Houfe  of  Commons  might 
have  expelled  Mr.  Wilkes  repeatedly,,  and  as  often  as  he  Ihould  be  re-chofen, 
was  not  denied ;  but  incapacitation  cannot  be  but  by  an  a6t  of  the  whole 
le^ftaturc.  It  was  wonderful  to  fee  how  a  prejudice  in  favour  of  government 
in  generalj  and  an  averfion  to  popular  clamour^  could  blind  and  contra6t 

fucbi 
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Itich  an  undcrftandiflg  as  Johnfon's,  in  this  particular  cafe ;  yet  the  wit,  the 
farcafm,  the  eloquent  vivacity  which  this  pamphlet  dilplayedj  made  it  be 
read  with  great  avidity  at  the  time,  and  it  will  ever  be  read  with  pleafure,  for 
die  fake  of  its  compofidon.  That  it  endeavoured  to  infufc  a  narcotick 
indifference,  as  to  publick  concerns,  into  the  minds  of  the  people,  and 
that  it  broke  out  fbmetimes  into  an  extreme  coarfenefs  of  contemptuous 
abufe,  is  but  too  evident. 

It  muft  not,  however,  be  omitted,  that  when  the  ftorm  of  his  violence  fub- 
fides>.  he  takes  a  fair  opportunity  to  pay  a  grateful  compliment  to  the  King, 
who  had  rewarded  his  merit :  **  Thcfe  low-born  rulers  have  endeavoured, 
furely  without  cffeft,.  to  alienate  the  affedtions  of  the  people  from  the  only  King 
who  fiir  almoft  a  century  has  much  appeared  to  defire,.  or  much  endeavoured 
Co  deferv^  them.'**  And,  ^  Every  honeff  man  muft  lament,  that  the  fadtion 
has  been  rcg^ded  with  frigid  neutrality  by  the  Tories,  who  being  long  accuf^ 
tomed  to  fignalife  their  principles  by  oppofidon  to  the  Court,  do  not  yet  con* 
fider,  that  they  have  at  laft  a  King  who  knows  not  the  name  of  party,  and 
who  wijQies  to  be  die  common  fether  of  all  his  people.'* 

To  this  pamphlet,  which  was  at  once  difcovered  to  be  Johnfon's,  feveral 
aniwers  came  out,  in  which,  care  was  taken  to  remind  the  publick  of  his 
former  attacks  upon  government,  and  of  his  now  being  a  penfioner,..  without 
allowing  for  the.  honourable  terms  upon  which.  Johnfon's  peniion  was  grants 
and  accepted,  or  the  change  of  fyftem  which  the  Britifli  court  had  undergone 
upon  the  acceffion  of  his  prefent  Majefty.  He  was,  however,  foothed  in  the 
h%heil  ftrain  of  panegyrick,  in  a  poem  called  "  The  Remooftrance,''  by  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Stockdale,  to  whom  he  was,  upon  many  occalions,  a  kind- 
proteftor. 

The  ibUowing  admirable  minute  made  by  him,,  defcribes  fo  well  his  own 
jtate,  and.  that  of  numbers  to  whom  felf-examihation  is  habitual^  that  I  cannot 
omit  it : 

**  June  i^.  1770.  Every  man  naturally  perfuades  himielf  that  he  can  keep  • 
his  refoludons>  nor  is  he  convinced  of  his  imbecillity  but  by  length  of  time 
and  frequency  of  experiment.  This  opinion  of  our  own  (:onftancy  is  fo  preva- 
lent, that  we  always  defpife  him  who  iuffers  his  generaland  fetded  purpofe  to  be 
overpowered  by  an  occa&onal  defirCc  They,  therefore,  whom  frequent  failures 
have  made  defperate,  ceafe  to  form  refoludons  \  and  they  who  are  become 
cunning,  do  not  tell  them*  Thofe  who  do  not  make  ^em  arc  very  few,  but 
of  their  efiedt  little  is  perceived  i  for  fcarcely  any  man  periifts  in  a  courfe  of 
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»77^*     life  planned  by  choice,  but  as  he  is  peftrained  from  deviation  by  fome  eictcr- 
iEtat.  6i.  nal  powen     He  who  may  live  as  he  will,  fcldom  lives  long  in  the  obfervation 
of  his  own  rules  *.'* 
Of  this  year  I  have  obtained  the  following  letters : 

^0  the  Reverend  Dr.  Farmer,  Cambridge. 

«  Sir, 

"  A  S  no  man  ought  to  keep  wholly  to  himfelf  any  poflefllon  that 
may  be  ufefiil  to  the  pubiick,  I  hope  you  will  not  think  me  imreaibnably 
intrufive,  if  I  have  recourfe  to  you  for  fuch  information  as  you  are  more  able 
to  give  me  than  any  other  man. 

**  In  fiipport  of  an  opinion  which  you  have  already  placed  above  the  need 
of  any  more  fupport,  Mr.  Steevens,  a  very  ingenious  gentleman,  lately  of 
,  Kmg's  College,  has  colledted  an^account  of  all  the  tranflations  which  Shak- 
(peare  might  have  fecn  and  ufed.  He  wiflies  his  catalogue  to  be  perfeft,  and 
therefore  intreats  that  you  will  favour  him  by  the  infertion  of  fuch  additions 
as  the  accuracy  of  your  inquiries  has  enabled  you  to  make.  To  this  requeft, 
1  take  the  liberty  of  adding  my  own  folidtation. 

<^  We  have  no  immediate  uie  for  this  catalogue,  and  therefore  do  not  defire 
that  it  fhould  interrupt  or  hinder  your  more  important  employments.  But  k 
will  be  kind  to  let  us  know  that  you  receive  it. 

**  I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

«•  Johnfon*a-coart«  Fleet-fbeet^  SaM.  JohNSON,'* 

March  zu  1770* 

To  the  Reverend  Mr^  Thomas  Warton. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

*^  T  H  E  rcadinefs  with  which  you  were  pleafcd  to  pfomife  me  Ibme 
notes  on  Shaklpeare,  was  a  new  inftance  of  your  friendihip.  I  fhall  not  hurry 
you;  but  am  defired  by  Mr.  Steevens,  who  helps  me  in  this  edition,  to  let 
you  know,  that  we  fliall  print  the  tragedies  firft,  and  ihall  therefore  want  firft 
the  notes  which  belong  to  them.  We  think  not  to  incommode  the  readers 
with  a  fupplementi  and  therefore,  what  we  cannot  put  into  its  proper  place, 

*  Players  and  Mcditationsj  p.  95, 
•  will 
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will  do  us  no  good.    Wc  fhall  not  begin  to  print  before  the  end  of  fix  weeks,      ^77<^ 
perhaps  not  fo  foon.  jgtau  6u 

"  I  am,  &c. 
«•  London,  Juneajt  I77«»  Sam.  Johkson." 

a  f 

I  " 

To  the  Reverend  Br.  Joseph  Warton. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

*M  AM  rcvifing  my  edition  of  Shakfpeare>  and  remember  that  I 
fprmerly  miireprefented  your  opinion  of  Lear.  Be  pleafed  to  write  the  para- 
graph as  you  would  have  it,  and  fend  it.  If  you  have  any  remarks  of  your 
own  upon  that  or  any  other  play,  I  fhall  gladly  receive  them. 

"  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Warton.   I  fometimes  think  of  wander* 
ing  for  a  &w  days  to  Winchefter,  but  am  apt  to  delay.     I  am.  Sir, 

•*  Your  moft  humble  fiirvaht, 
«  Sept. a7^  177^  Sam.  Johnson." 

^(?  Afr/FRANCrs  Barber,  at  Mrs.  ClappV,  Bijhop-Siortfordy  Hertfordjhirei 

"  Dear  Francis, 

«  I  am  at  laft  fat  down  to  write  to  you,  and  fhould  very  much  blame 
mylelf  for  having  negleAed  you  ib  long,  if  I  did  not  impute  that  and  many 
other  failings  to  want  of  health.  I  hope  not  to  be  ib  long  filent  agam.  I  ant 
very  well  iatisfied  with  your  progrefs^^  if  you  can  really  perform  the  exercifes 
which  you  are  let ;  and  I  hope  Mr.  Ellis  does  not  fuffer  you  to  impole  on 
him,  or  on  yourfelt 

^  Make  my  comfdiments  to  Mn  Ellis,  and  to  Mrs.  Clapp,  and  Mr. 
Smith. 
"  Let  me  know  what  Englilh  books  you  read  for  your  entertainment.    You 
can  never  be  wife  unlefi  you  love  reading. 

^  Do  not  inniagme  that  I  fhall  forget  or  forfakc  you;  for  if,  when  t 
examine  you,^  I  find  that  you  have  not  loft  your  time,  you  fiiall  want  no 
encouragement  fit>m 

,  **  Yours  aflScftionatdy, 

«  London,  Scpta^j,  1770.  Sam.  Johnson." 
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To  thejamt. 
**  Dear  Francis, 

"I  HOPE  you  mind  your  bufinefs.  I  defign  you  fliall  ftay  with  Mrs. 
Clapp  thefe  holidays.  If  you  are  invited  out  you  may  go,  if  Mr.  Ellis  givet 
leave.  I  have  ordered  you  fomc  cloaths,  which  you  will  receive,  I  beUevCt 
next  week.  My  conipliments  to  Mrs.  Clapp  and  to  Mr.  Ellis,  and  Mr. 
Smith,  &c.    I  am 

^^  Your  nfieftionate 

«  December  7,  1770.  SaM-  Johnson.** 

During  this  year  there  was  a  total  ceflarion  of  all  cori^^ndence  between 
Dr.  Johnfon  and  me,  without  any  coldnefs  on  either  fi<k,  but  merely  from 
procraftina^on,. continued Tfrom  day  to  day ;  and  as  I  was  not  in  London,  I  had 
no^  opportunity  of  enjoying  his  conipany  and  recon&ig  his  converiadon.  To 
fupply  this  blank,  I  ihall  prefent  my  readers  with  fome  Cotte&anea^  obligingly 
furnifhed  to  me  by  the  Reverend  Dr.  Maxwell,  of  Falkland,  in  Irelandi  fomc 
time  afliftant  preacher  at  the  Temple,  and  for  many  years  the  focial  friend  of 
Johnfon,  who  Ipoke  of  him  with  a  very  kind  regard. 


^  My  acquaintance  with  that  gFeat  and  venerad)le  character  commenced 
in  the  year  1754.  I  was  introduced  to  him  by  Mr.  G^ierfon^  his  Majeily's 
printer  at  Dublin,  a  gentleman  of  uncommon  learning,  and  gre^t  wit  and 
vivacity,  Mr.  Gricrfon  died  in  Germany,  at  the  age  of  twenty-fcvcn.  Dr. 
.  Johnibn  bjghly  refpefted  his  abilities,  and  often  obferved,  that  he  poflelibd 
more  extenfive  knowledge  than  any  man  of  his  years  he  had  ever  known. 
His  induftry  was  equal  to  his  talents ;  and  he  pardcularly  excelled  in  every 
Ipecies  of  philological  learning,  and  was,  perhaps,  the  belt  critick  of  the  age 
he  lived  in. 

**  I  muft  always  remember  with  gratitude  my  obligation  to  Mr.  Grierfon, 
for  the  honour  and  happinefs  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  acquaintance  and  friend/hip, 
which  continued  uninterrupted  and  undiminifhed  to  his  death :  a  connection, 
that  was  at  once  the  pride  and  happinefs  of  my  life. 

**  What  pity  it  is,  that  fo  much  wit  and  good  fenfe  as  he  continually 
.exlubited  in  converfatian,  fliould  perilh  unrecorded !  Few  perfons  quitted  his 

•'  Son  of  the  learned  Mrs.  Grierfon,  who  was  patronifcd  by  the  late  Lord  Granville,  and  was 
the  editor  of  fcveial  of  the  clafficks. 

company 
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company  without  perceiving  themfelves  wifer  and  better  than  they  *crc     ^110. 
*)cforc.    On  fcrious  fubjcfts  he  flafhed  the  moft  interefting  conviftion  upon  ^JJUfTu 
his  auditors ;  and  upon  lighter  topicks,   you  might  have  fuppofed— -^/^<jw 
mufas  de  monte  locutas. 

**  Though  I  can  hope  ta  add  but  litde  to  the  celebrity  of  fo  exalted  a  cha- 
Tafter,  by  any  communicadons  I  can  furnifh,  yet  out  of  pure  refpeft  to  his 
memory,  I  will  venture  to  tranfmit  to  you  fome  anecdotes  concerning  him, 
which  fell  under  my  own  obfervation.  The  very  minutia  of  fuch  a  character 
muft  be  interefting,  and  may  be  compared  to  the  filings  of  diamonds. 

*'  In  politicks  he  was  deemed  a  Tory,  but  certainly  was  not  fo  in  the 
obnoxious  or  party  fenfe  of  the  term  j  for  while  he  aflerted  the  legal  and  falu- 
tary  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  he  no  lefs  refpefted  the  conftiturional  liberties 
of  the  people.  Whiggifm,  *t  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  he  faid,  was  accom- 
panied with  certain  principles ;  but  latterly,  as  a  mere  party  diftindtion  under 
Walpole  and  the  Pelhams,  was  no  better  than  the  politicks  of  ftock-jobbers, 
and  the  religion  of  infidels. 

^  He  detefted  the  idea  of  governing  by  parliamentary  corruption,  and 
idferted  moft  ftrenuoufly,  that  a  prince  fteadily  and  conipicuoufly  purfuing 
the  interefts  of  his  people,  could  not  fail  of  parliamentary  concurrence.  A 
prince  of  ability,  he  contended,  might  and  fliould  be  the  direfting  foul  and 
ipirit  of  his  own  admiaiftration ;  in  ftiort,  his  own  minift:er,  and  not  the  mere 
head  of  a  party:  and  then,  and  not  till  then,  would  the  royal  dignity  be 
finccrely  relpefted. 

"  Johnfbn  feemedto  think,  that  a  certain  degree  of  crown  influence  over  the 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  (not  meaning  a  corrupt  and  ihameful  dependence,) 
was  very  falutary,  nay  even  neceflary,  in  our  mixed  government.  *  For, 
(faid  he,)  if  the  members  were  under  no  crown  influence,  and  difqualified 
from  receiving  any  gratification  from  Court,  and  refembled,  as  they  poflibly 
might,  Pym  and  Haflerig,  and  other  ftubbom  and  fturdy  members  of  the 
long  Parliament,  the  wheels  of  government  would  be  totally  obftrufted.  Such 
men  would  oppofe,  merely  to  (hew  their  power,  from  envy,  jealoufy,  and 
perverfity  of  difpofition ;  and  not  gaining  themfelves,  would  hate  and  oppofe 
all  who  did :  not  loving  the  perfon  of  the  prince,  and  conceiving  they  owed 
him  litde  gratitude,  from  the  mere  fpirit  of  infolence  and  contradiction,  they 
would  oppofe  and  thwart  him  upon  all  occafions.' 

"  The  mfeparable  imperfeftion  annexed  to  all  human  governments,  confifted, 
he  faid,  in  not  being  able  to  create  a  Sufficient  fund  of  virtue  and  principle 
to  carry  the  laws  into  due  and  effeftual  execution,     Wifdom  might  plan,  but 
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virtue  alone  could  execute.  And  where  could  fufficient  virtue  be  found? 
A  variety  of  delegated,  and  often  difcretionary  powers  muft  beentrufted  fome- 
where ;  which,  if  not  governed  by  integrity  and  confcience,  would  necef- 
farily  be  abufed,  till  at  laft  the  conftable  would  fell  his  for  a  IhiUing, 

**  This  excellent  perfon  was  fomerimes  charged  with  abettmg  flavilh  and 
arbitrary  principles  of  government.  Nothing  in  my  opanion  could  be  a  groffer 
calumny  and  mifreprefentation  ^  for  how  can  it  be  rationally  fuppofed,  that  he 
fliould  adopt  fuch  pernicious  and  abfurd>opinions,  who  fupported  his  philo- 
fophical  charafter  with  ib  much  dignity,  was  extremely  jealous  of  his  perfonal 
liberty  and  independence,  and  could  not  brook*  the  fmallefl:  appearance  of 
negleft  or  infult>  even  from  the  higheft  perfonages  i 

**  But  let  us  view  him  in  fome  inftances  of  more  familiar  life. 

*«  His  general  mode  of  life,  during  my  acquaintance,  feemed  to  be  pretty 
uniform.  About  twelve  o'clock  I  commonly  vifited  him,  and  frequendy 
found  him  in  bed,  or  declaiming  over  his  tea^  which  he  drank  very  plentifully. 
He  generally  had  a  levee  of  morning  vilitors,  chiefly  men  of  letters ;  Hawkf- 
worth,  Goldfimth,  Murphy,  Langton,  Steevens,  Beauclerk,.  &c.  &c.  and 
fometimes  learned  ladies^  particularly  I  remember  a  French  lady  of  wit  and 
fafhion  doing  him  the  honour  of  a  vifit.  He  feemed  to  me  to  be  confidered 
as  a  kind  of  publick  oracle>  whom  every  body  thought  they  had  a  right  to 
vifit  and  confult ;  and  doubtlefs  they  were  well  rewarded.  I  never  could  diC- 
covcr  how  he  found  time  for  his  compofidons.  He  declaimed  all  the  mornings 
then  went  tp  dinner  at  a  tavern,  where  he  commonly  flaid  late,  and  then  drank 
his  tea  at  fome  friend's  houfe,  over  which  he  loitered  a  great  while^  but  feldoni 
took  fupper.  I  fancy  he  mufl  have  read  and  wrote  chiefly  in  the  night,  for  I 
can  fcarely  recolleft  that  he  ever  refiifed  going  with  me  to  a  tavern,  and  he^ 
often  went  to  Ranelagh,  which  he  deemed  a  place  of  innocent  recreation. 

**  He  frequendy  gave  all  the  filver  in  his  pocket  to  the  poor,  who  watched 
him,  between  his  houfe  and  the  tavern  where  he  dined.  He  walked  the 
ftreets  at  all  hours,,  and  faid  he  was  never  robbed,  for  the  rogues  knew  he  had 
litde  money,  nor  had  the  appearance  of  having  miich.^ 

"  Though  the  mofl  acceflible  aiid  communicative  man  alive,  yet  when  he 
fiifpefted  he  was  invited  to  be  exhibited,  he  conflandy  Ipurned  the  invitation. 

**  Two  young  women  from  Staffordfhire  vifited  him  when  I  was  prefent> 
to  confult  him  on  the  fubjeft  of  Methodifm,  to  which  they  were  inclined*, 
*^  Come,  (faid  he,)  you  pretty  fools,  dine  with  Maxwell  and  me  at  the  Mitre,, 
and  we  will  talk  over  that  fubje£li*  which  they  did,  and  after  dinner  he  toolc 
Qm  of  them  upon  his  knee^  and  fondled  her  for  half  an  hour  together. 

4  V  Upon. 


I 
h 


THE    LIFE    OF     DR.    JOHNSON.  339 

"  Upon  a  vifit  to  me  at  a  country  lodging  near  Twickenham,  he  afked      » 77^- 
what  fort  of  fociety  I  had  there.    1  told  him,  but  indifferent  j  as  they  chiefly  "^tzC&f. 
confided  of  opulent  traders,  retired  from  bufineis.    He  (aid,  he  never  much 
liked  that  clafs  of  people ;  *  For,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  they  have  loft  the  civility  of 
tradefmen,  without  acquiring  the  manners  of  gentlemen.' 

**  Johnfon  was  much  attached  to  London :  he  obferved,  that  a  man  ftored 
his  mind  better  there,  than  any  where  elie ;  and  that  in  remote  fituations  a 
man's  body  might  be  feafted,  but  his  mind  was  ftarved,  and  his  faculties  apt 
to  degenerate,  from  want  of  cxercile  and  competition.  No  place,  he  faid, 
cured  a  man's  vanity  or  arrogance,  fo  well  as  Londoh;  for  as  no  man 
was  either  great  or  good  per  fe,  but  as  compared  with  others  not  fo  good  or 
great,  he  wasfure  to  find  in  the  metropolis  many  his  equals,  and  fome  his 
fuperiours.  He  obferved,  that  a  man  in  London  was  in  lefs  danger  of  fall- 
ing in  love  indifcreedy,  than  any  where  elfe ;  for  there  the  difficulty  of 
deciding  between  the  confli6ting  pretenfions  of  a  vaft  variety  of  objedts,  kept 
him  fafe.  He  told  me,  that  he  had  frequently  been  offered  country  prefer- 
ment, if  he  would  confent  to  take  orders ;  but  he  could  not  leave'  the 
improved  fociety  of  the  capital,  or  confent  to  exchange  the  exhilarating  joys 
and  fplendid  decorations  of  publick  life,  for  the  obfcurity,  infipidity,  and  uni- 
formity  of  remote  fituations. 

"  Speaking  of  Mr.  Harte,  Canon  of  Windfor,  and  writer  of  ^  The  Hifliory 
of  Guftavus  Adolphus,'  he  much  commended  him  as  a  fcholar,  and  a  man  of 
the  moft  companionable  talents  he  had  ever  known.  He  faid^  the  defeds  in 
his  hiftory  proceeded  not  from  imbeciUity,  but  from  foppery. 

**  He  loved,  he  laid,  the  old  black  letter  books ;  they  were  rich  in  matter, 
though  their  ftyle  was  inelegant ;  wonderfully  fo,  confidering  how  convcrfant 
the  writers  were  with  the  beft  models  of  antiquity. 

"  Burton's  *  Anatomy  of  Melancholy,*  he  faid,  was  the  only  book  that  ever 
took  him  out  of  bed  tw6  hours  fooner  than  he  wiftied  to  rife. 

"  He  frequendy  exhorted  me  to  fet  about  writing  a  Hiftory  of  Ireland,  and 
archly  remarked,  there  had  been  fome  good  Irifli  writers,  and  that  one  Irifli- 
man  might  at  leaft  afpire  to  be  equal  to  another.  He  had  great  compaflion 
for  the  miferies  and  diftrefles  of  the  Irifti  nation,  particularly  the  Papifts ;  and 
leverely  reprobated  the  barbarous  debilitating  policy  of  the  Britifti  govern- 
ment, which  he  faid  was  the  moft  detcftable  mode  of  perfccution.  To  a 
^endeman,  who  hinted  fuch  policy  might  be  neceflary  to  fupport  the  authority 
of  the  Englifli  government,  he  replied  by  faying,  *  Let  the  authority  of  the 
Englifli  government  perifh,  rather  than  be  maintained  by  iniquity.     Better* 
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1770-  would  it  be  to  reftrain  the  turbulence  of  the  natives  by  the  authority  of  tlie 
^uief.  fword,  and  to  make  them  amenable  to  law  and  juftice  by  an  eflfeftual  and 
vigorous  police,  than  to  grind  them  to  powder  by  all  manner  of  difabilities  and 
incapacities.  Better  (faid  he,)  to  hang  or  drown  people  at  once,  than  by  an 
unrelenting  perfecution  to  beggar  and  ftarve  them.*  The  moderation  and 
humanity  of  the  prefent  times  havej  in  fome  meafure,  juftified  the  wifdom  of 
his  obfervations. 

"  Dr.  Johnfon  was  often  accufed  of  prejudices,  nay,  antipathy,  with  regard 
to  the  natives  of  Scotland.  Surely,  fo  illiberal  a  prejudice  never  entered  his 
mind ;  and  it  is  well  known,  many  natives  of  that  refpeftable  country  poffefled 
a  large  fhare  in  his  cfteem  i  nor  were  any  of  them  ever  excluded  from  his 
good  offices,  as  far  as  opportunity  permitted.  True  it  is,  he  confidered  the 
Scotch,  nationally,  as  a  crafty,  defigning  people,  eagerly  attentive  to  their  own 
interefti  and  too  apt  to  overlook  the  claims  and  pretenfions  of  other  people. 
*  While  they  confine  their  henevolence>  in  a  manner,  exclufively  to  thofe  of 
their  own  country,  they  expe6t  to  (hare  in  the  good  offices  of  other  people. 
Now  (faid  Johnfon,)  this  principle  is  either  right  or  wrong;  if  rights .  we 
fliould  do  well  to  imitate  fuch  conduft;  if  wrong,  we  cannot  too  much 
deteftit.'    - 

**  Being  folicited  to  compofe  a  fimeral  (ermon  foV  the  daughter  of  a  tradcfi- 
man>  he  naturally  enquired  into  the  charafter  of  the  deceafed ;  and  being  told 
flie  was  remarkable  for  her  humility  and  condefcenfion  to  inferiours,  he 
obferved,  that  thofe  were  very  laudable  qualities,  but  it  might  not  be  fo  eafjr 
to  difcover  who  the  lady's  inferiours  were. 

**  Of  a  certain  player  he  remarked,  that  his  converfation  ufually  threatened 
and  announced  more  than  it  performed ;  that  he  fed  you  with  a  continual  reao- 
vation  of  hope,  to  end  in  a  conftant  fucceffion  of  difappointment. 

'^  When  cxafperated  by  contradiftion,  he  was  apt  to  treat  his  opponents 
with  too  much  acrimony  j  as,  '  Sir,  you  don't  fee  your  way  through  that 
qucftion :'— •*  Sir,  you  talk  the  language  of  ignorance.'  On  my  obfcrving  to 
him  that  a  certain  gendeman  had  remained  filent  the  whole  evening,  in  the 
midft  of  a  very  brilliant  *and  learned  fociety,  ^  Sir,  (faid  he,)  the  converfadon 
overflowed  and  drowned  him.* 

*^  His  philofophy,  though  auflere  and  folemn,  was  by  no  means  morofe 
and  cynical,  and  never  blunted  the  laudable  fenfibilities  of  his  charafter,  or 
exempted  him  from  the  influence  of  the  tender  paffions.  Want  of  tendernefs, 
he  always  alledged,  was  want  of  parts,  and  was  no  lefs  a  proof  of  ftupidity 
than  depravity. 

«^  Speaking 
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♦«  Speaking  of  Mr.  Hanway,  whopublifhed  '  A  Six  Weeks  Tour  through     »77o* 
the  South  of  England,'  ^  Jonas,  (faid  he,)  acquired  fome  reputation  by  travel-  ^tatV  6u 
ling  abroad,  but  loft  it  all  by  travelling  at  home/ 

"  Of  the  paflion  of  love  he  remarked,  that  its  violence  and  ill  tSk&s 
were  much  exaggerated  j  for  who  has  known  any  real  fufFerings  on  that,  head, 
more  than  from  the  exorbitancy  of  any  other  paffion? 

"  He  much  commended  '  Law's  Serious  Call,'  which  he  faid  was  the 
fineft  piece  of  hortatory  theology  in  any  language.  *  Law  (faid  he,}  fell 
latterly  into  the  reveries  of  Jacob  Behmen,  whom  Law  alledgcd  to  have 
been  fomewhat  in  the  fame  ftate  with  St,  Paul,  and  to  have  feen  unutterable 
things.  Were  it  even  fo,  (faid  Johnfon,)  Jacob  would  have  refembled  St* 
Paul  ftill  more,  by  not  attempting  to  utter  them.' 

"  He  obferved,  that  the  eftablilhed  clergy  in  general  did  not  preach  plain 
enough ;  and  that  polifhed  periods  and  glittering  fentences  flew  over  the  heads 
of  the  common  people,  without  any  imprefSon  upon  their  heaits.  Something 
might  be  neceflary,  he  obferved^  to  excite  the  aflfefiions  of  the  common 
people,  who  were  funk  in  languor  and  lethargy,  and  therefore  he  fuppofed 
that  the  new  concomitants  of  methodifm  might  probably  produce  fo  defirable 
an  effeft.  The  mind,  like  the  body,  he  obferved,  delighted  in  change  and 
novelty,  and  even  in  religion  itfelfi  courted  new  appearances  and  modifica- 
tions. Whatever  might  be  thought  of  foiyie  methodift  teachers,  he  faid,  he 
could  fcarcely  doubt  the  fincerity  of  that  man,  who  travelled  nine  hundred 
miles  in  a  month,  and  preached  twelve  times  a  week  j  for  no  adequate  reward, 
merely  temporal,  could  be  given,  for  fuch  indefatigable  labour. 

**  Of  Dr.  Prieftly's  theological  works,  he  remarked,  that  they  tended  to 
unfetde  every  thing,  and  yet  fetded  nothing. 

**  He  was  much  afFefted  by  the  death  of  his  mother,  and  wrote  to  me  to 
come  and  affift  him  to  compofe  his  mind,  which  indeed  I  found  extremely 
agitated.  He  lamented  that  all  ferious  and  religious  converfation  was  banifhed 
from  the  fociety  of  men,  and  yet  great  advantages  might  be  derived  from  iti 
All  acknowledged,  he  faid,  what  hardly  any  body  praftifed,  the  obligation 
we  were  under  of  making  the  concerns  of  eternity  the  governing  principles  of 
our  lives.  Every  man,  he  obferved,  at  laft  wifhes  for  retreat :  he  fees  his 
expeftations  fruftrated  in  the  world,  and  begins  to  wean  hinofelf  from  it,  and 
to  prepare  for  everlafting  feparation. 

'*  He  obferved,  that  the  influence  of  London  now  extended  every  where, 
and  that  from  all  manner  of  communication  being  opened,  there  fliortly  would 
be  no  remains  of  the  ancient  fimplicity,  or  places  of  cheap  retreat  to  be  found. 

**  He 
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*'  He  was  no  admirer  of  blank- verfe,  and  faid  it  always  &iled,  unlefs  fuf- 
tained  by  the  dignity  of  the  fut^edb.  In  blank- verfej  he  faid^  the  language 
fuffered  more  diftortion,  to  keep  it  out  of  profe,  than  any  inconvenience 
or  limitation  to  be  apprehended  from  die  ibackles  and  circumicription  of 
rhyme. 

"  He  reproved  me  once  for  laying  grace  without  mention  of  the  name  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  hoped  in  future  I  would  be  more  mindful  of  the 
apoftolical  injunftion. 

"  He  refufcd  to  go  out  of  a  room  before  me  at  Mr.  Langton's  houfe,  fay- 
ing, he  hoped  he  knew  his  rank  better  than  to  preRime  to  take  place  of  a 
Doftor  in  Divinity.  I  mention  fuch  little  anecdotes,  merely  to  fhew  the 
peculiar  turn  and  habit  of  his  mind. 

"  He  ufed  frequently  to  obferve,  that  there  was  more  to  be  endured  than 
enjoyed,  in  the  general  condition  of  human  life ;  and  frequently  quoted  thofe 
lines  of  Dryden : 

*  Strange  cozenage  !  none  would  live  paft  years  again^ 

*  Yet  all  hope  pleafure  from  what  ftill  remain.' 

For  his  part,  he  faid,  he  never  pafled  that  week  in  his  life  which  he  would  wifh 
to  repeat,  were  an  angel  to  make  the  propofal  to  him. 

"  He  was  of  opinion,  that  the  Englifh  nation  cultivated  both  their  foil  and 
their  reafon  better  than  any  other  people;  but  admitted  that  the  French, 
though  not  the  higheft,  perhaps,  in  any  department  of  literature,  yet  in  every 
department  were  very  high.  Intelleftual  pre-eminence,  he  obfcrved,  was 
the  higheft  fuperiorityj  and  that  every  nation  derived  their  higheft  repu- 
tation from  the  Iplendour  and  dignity  of  their  writers.  Voltaire,  he  faid,  was 
a  good  narrator,  and  that  his  principal  merit  confifted  in  a  happy  feleftion  and 
arrangement  of  circumftances. 

*'  Speaking  of  the  French  novels,  compared  with  Richardfbn's^  he  faid  they 
might  be  pretty  baubles,  but  a  wren  was  not  an  eagle* 

"  In  a  Latin  converfation  with  the  Pcre  Bofcovitz,  at  the  houfe  of  Mrs. 

Cholmondeley,  I  heard  him  maintain  the  fuperiority  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  over 

air  foreign  philofophers,   with  a  dignity  and  eloquence  that  furprized  that 

learned  foreigner.     It  being  obfcrved  to  him,  that,  a  rage  for  every  thing 

Englifh  prevailed  much  in  France  after  Lord  Chatham's  glorious  war,  he  faid, 

he  did  not  wonder  at  it,  for  that  we  had  drubbed  thofe  fellows  into  a  proper 

reverence  for  us,  and  that  their  national  petulance  required  periodical  chaf- 

tifement. 

'^  Lord 
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**  Lord  Lyttelton's  Dialogues,  he  deemed  a  nugatory  performance.   *  That     »77o- 
man  (faid  he,)  fat  down  to  write  a  book,  to  tell  the  world  what  the  world  had  ^^^^ 
all  his  life  been  telling  him.'  * 

.    *'  Somebody  obferving  that  the  Scotch  Highlanders  in  the  year  1745,  had 
made  furprizing  efibrts,  confidering  their  numerous  wants  and  difadvantages : 

*  Yes,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  their  wants  were  numerous,  but  you  "have  not  men- 
tioned the  grcatefl:  of  them  all,— the  want  of  law.' 

*'  Speaking  of  the  inward  lights  to  which  fome  methodifts  pretended,  he 
faid,  it  was  a  principle  utterly  incompatible  with  focial  or  civil  fecurity.  ^  If 
a  man  (faid  he>)  pretends  to  a  principle  of  aftioh  of  which  I  can  know 
nothing,  hay,  not  fo  much  as  that  he  has  it,  but  only  that  he  pretends  to  it ; 
how  can  I  tell  what  that  perfon  may  be  prompted  to  do  ?  When  a  perfon 
profefles  to  be  gpvemed  by  a  written  afcertained  law,  I  can  then  know  where 
to  find  him/ 

**  The  poem  of  Fingal,  he  faid,  was  a  mere  unconnedbed  rhapfody,  a  tire- 
£)me  repetidon  of  the  fame  images.  ^  In  vain  fliall  we  look  for  the  lucidus 
ordoy  where  there  is  neither  end  or  objeft,  defign  or  moral,  nee  eerta  recurrit 
imago.* 

*^  Being  aiked  by  a  young  nobleman,  what  was  become  of  the  gallantry 
and  military  fpirit  of  the  old  Ei^lifh  nobility,  he  replied,  *  Why,  my  Lord, 
ril  tell  you  what  is  become  of  it  j  it  is  gone  into  the  city  to  look  for  a  fortune/ . 

"  Speaking  of  a  dull  tireibme  fellow,  whom  he  chanced  to  meet,  he  faid, 

*  That  fellow  feems  to  me  to  poflefs  but  one  idea,  and  that  is  a  wrong  one.* 

<'  Much  ei^quiry  having  been  made  concerning  a  gendeman  who  had 
quitted  a  company  where  Johnfon  was,  and  no  information  being  obtained  i  at 
laft  Johnfon  obferved,  that  '  he  did  not  care  to  fpcak  ill  of  any  man  behind 
his  back,  but  he  believed  the  gentleman  was  an  attorney  J 

^  He  fpoke  with  much  contempt  of  the  notice  taken  of  Woodhoufe,  the 
poetical  fhoemaker.  He  faid>  it  was  all  vanity  and  childifhnefs ;  and  that  fuch 
objefts  were,  to  thofe  who  patronifed  them,  mere  mirrours  of  their  own 
fuperiority,  *  They  had  better  (faid  he,)  fornilh  the  man  with  good  imple- 
ments for  his  trade,  than  raife  fubfcriprions  for  his  poems.  He  may  make  .an 
excellent  fhoemaker,  biit  can  never  make  a  good  poet  A  fchool-boy's  exer- 
cife  may  be  a  pretty  thing  for  a  fchool-boy,.  but  is  no  treat  for  a  man.' 

"  Speaking  of  Boetius,  who  was  the  favourite  writer  of  the  middle  ages> 

he  faid  it  was  very  furprizing,  that  upon  fuch  a  fubjedt,  and  in  fuch  a  fituadon^ 

h.e  fhould  be  magis  pbilojb^bus  quim  Cbrijiianus^ 

Speaking 
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1770.  «  Speaking  of  Arthur  Murphy,  whom  he  very  much  loved,  ^  Idoiftlcnow 

Mm^6u  (''^d  '^^O  ^^  Arthur  carv  be  claffed  with  the  very  firft  dramatick  writers ; 
yet  at  prefent  I  doubt  much  whether  we  have  any  thing  fliperior  to  Arthur/ 

^*  Speaking  of  the  national  debt,  he  faid,  it  was  an  idle  dream  to  fuppofe 
that  the  country  could  fink  under  it.  Let  the  publick  creditors  be  ever  (b 
clamorous,  the  intereft  of  millions  muft  ever  prevail  over  that  of  thoufands, 

"  Of  Dr.  Kennicott's  Collations,  he  obferved,  that  though  the  text  fhould 
not  be  much  mended  thereby,  yet  it  was  no  fmall  advantage  to  know,  that 
we  had  as  good  a  text  as  the  moft  confummate  induftry  and  diligence  could 
procure* 

"  Johnfon  obferved,  that  fo  many  objeftions  might  be  made  to  tvcry  thing, 
that  nothing  could  overcome  them  but  the  neceffity  of  doing  Ibmething.  No 
man  would  be  of  any  profeflion,  as  fimply  oppofed  to  not  being  of  it :  but 
every  one  muft  do  fomething. 

«  He  remarked,  that  a  London  parifli  was  a  very  comfordefs  thing,  for  the 
clergyman  feldom  knew  the  face  of  one  out  of  ten  of  his  parilhioners. 

"  Of  the  late  Mr.  MaUet  he  fpoke  with  no  great  relped :  faid,  he  was 
ready  for  any  dirty  job  :  that  he  had  wrote  againft  Byng  at  the  inftigation  of 
the  miniftry,  and  was  equally  ready  to  write  for  him,  provided  he  found  his 
account  in  it. 

"  A  gentleman  who  had  been  very  unhappy  in  marriage,  married  imme- 
diately after  his  wife  died :  Johnfon  faid,  it  was  the  triumph  of  hope  over 
experience. 

"  He  obferved,  that  a  man  of  fenfe  and  education  (hould  meet  a  fuitable 
companion  in  a  wife.  It  was  a  miferable  thing  when  the  converfation  could 
only  be  fuch  as,  whether  the  mutton  fhould  be  boiled  or  roafted,  and  probably 
a  dilpute  about  that. 

«^  He  did  not  approve  of  late  marriages,  obferving,  that  more  was  loft  in 
point  of  time^  than  compenfated  for  by  any  poflible  advantages.  Even  ill 
afforted  marriages  were  preferable  to  cheerlefs  celibacy. 

«'  Of  old  Sheridan  he  remarked,  that  he  neither  wanted  parts  or  literature, 
but  that  hfs  vanity  and  Quixotifm  obfcured  his  merits. 

"  He  faid,  foppery  was  never  cured  5  it  was  the  bad  ftamina  of  the  mind, 
which,  like  thofe  of  the  body,  were  never  redbified :  once  a  coxcomb,  and 
always  a  coxcomb. 

«  Bemg  told  that  Gilbert  Cowper  called  him  the  Caliban  of  literature ; 

^  Well,  (faid  he,)  I  muft  dub  him  the  Punchinello.' 

"  Speaking 


THE    LIFE    OF     DR.    JOHNSON.  345 

w  Speaking  of  the  old  Earl  of  Corkc  and  Orrery,  he  faid,  *  that  man  fpcnt      m^. 
his  life  in  catching  at  an  objeft,  [literary  eminence,]  which  he  had  not  power  jEy^.^f. 
to  grafp*' 

**  He  often  ufed  to  quote,  with  great  pathos,  thofe  fine  lines  of  Virgil : 

'  Optima  quicque  dies  miferis  mortalibus  avi 

'  Prima  fugit ;  Juheunt  morbi,  triftijque  fenelfuSf 

*  Et  labor t  et  dura  rapit  inckmentia  mortis.* 

"  To  find  a  fubftitution  for  violated  moralit)',  he  faid,  was  the  leading 
feature  in  all  pcrverfions  of  religion." 


in  177 1  he  publilhed  another  political  pamphlet,  entitled  "  Thoughts  on  1771.^ 
the  late  Tnmladtions  relpefting  Falkland's  Iflands,"  in  which,  upon  materials 
fijmiihed  to  him  by  miniftry,  and  upon  general  topicks  expanded  in  his  richeft 
ftyle,  he  luccelsfiiUy  endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  nation  that  it  was  wife  and 
laudable  to  fufier  the  queftion  of  right  to  remain  undecided,  rather  than  involve 
our  country  in  another  war.  It  has  been  fuggefted  by  fome,  with  what  truth 
I  ihall  hot  take  upon  me  to  decide,  that  he  rated  the  confequence  of  thofe 
iflands  to  Great-Britain  too  low.  But  however  this  may  be,  every  humane 
mind  muft  furely  applaud  the  carneftnels  with  which  he  averted  the  cala- 
mity of  war ;  a  calamity  fo  dreadfiil,  that  it  is  aftoni^iing  how  civilifed,  nay, 
Chriftian  nations,  can  deliberately  continue  to  renew  it.  His  defcription  of 
its  mifcries  in  this  pamphlet,  is  one  of  the  fineft  pieces  of  eloquence  in  the 
Englifh  language.  Upon  this  occafion,  too,  we  find  Johnfon  lalhing  the 
party  in  oppofition  with  unbounded  fevcrity,  and  making  the  fuUeft  ufe  of  what 
he  ever  reckoned  a  moll  effedual  argumentative  inftrument,  contempt.  His 
charafter  of  their  very  able  myfterious  champion,  Junius,  is  executed  with 
all  the  force  of  his  genius,  and  finiflied  with  the  higheft  care.  He  feems  to 
have  exulted  in  fallying  forth  to  fingle  combat  againft  the  boafted  and  formi- 
dable hero,  who  bade  defiance  to  "  principalities  and  powers,  and  the  rulers  of 
this  world." 

This  pamphlet,  it  is  obfervable,  was  foftened  in  one  particular,  after  the 
firft  edition  j  for  the  conclufion  of  Mr.  George  Grenville's  charaftcr  ftood 
thus :  «  Let  him  not,  however,  be  depreciated  in  his  grave.  He  had  powers 
not  univerfally  poffeffed :  could  he  have  enforced  payment  of  the  Manilla 
ranfom,  be  could  have  counted  it:'  Which,  inftead  of  retaining  its  fly  fliarp 
point,  was  reduced  to  a  mere  flat  unmeaning  expreflTion,  or,  if  I  may  ufe  the 
word,— i^r«j/Sw ;  «  He  had  powers  not  univerfally  poflefled :  and  if  he  fome- 
dmes  erred,  he  was  likewife  fometimes  right." 

Yy  ^   Mr. 
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Mr.  Strahan,  the  printer,  who  had  been  long  in  intimaqr  widi  J6hnfbn>  in 
the  courie  of  his  literary  labours^  who  was  at  oilce  his  friendly  agent  in 
receiving  his  penfion  for  him,  and  his  banker  in  fupplying  him  with  money 
when  he  wanted  it  -,  who  was  himfclf  now  a  Member  of  Parliament,  and  who 
loved  much  to  be  employed  in  political  negociatipn ;  thought  he  fliould  do 
eminent  fervice,  both  to  government  and  Johnfon,  if  he  could  be  the  means 
of  his  getting  a  feat  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  With  this  view,  he  wrote  a 
letter  to  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treafury,  of  which  he  gave  rne  a  copy 
in  his  own  hand-writing,  which  is  as  follows ; 

«  Sir, 

"YOU  will  eafily  recollefl:,  when  I  had  the  honour  of  waiting  upon 
you  fome  time  ago,  I  took  the  liberty  to  obfcrve  to  you,  that  Dr.  Johnfon 
would  make  an  excellent  figure  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  heartily 
viihed  he  had  a  ieat  there.     My  reafons  are  briefly  thefe : 

"  I  know  his  perfeft  good  afFe45tion  to  his  Majefty,  and  his  government^ 
which  I  am  certain  he  wifhes  to  fupport  by  every  mcans'in  his  power. 

"  He  poilefles  a  great  fhare  of  manly,  nervous,  and  ready  eloquence ;  Is 
quick  in  difcerning  the  ftrength  and  weakneis  of  an  argument ;  can  exprefs 
himfelf  with  clearneis  and  precifion,  and  fears  the  face  of  no  man  alive. 

"  His  known  charaAer,  as  a  man  of  extraordinary  fenfe  and  unimpeached 
virtue,  would  iecure  him  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  and  could  not  &il  to 
give  him  a  proper  weight  there. 

"  He  is  capable  of  the  greateft  application,  and  can  undergo  any  degree 
of  labour,  where  he  fees  it  necelTary,  and  where  his  heart  and  af&ftions  are 
ftrongly  engaged.  His  Majcfly*s  miniflers  might  therefore  fccurely  depend 
on  his  doing,  upon  every  proper  occafion,  th^  utmoft  that  could  be  expeAed 
frCMn  him.  They  would  find  him  ready  to  vindicate  fuch  meafurcs  as  tended 
to  promote  the  flability  of  government,  and  refolute  and  fteady  in  carrying 
them  into  execution.  Nor  is  any  thing  to  be  apprehended  from  the  fuppofcd 
impetuofity  of  his  temper.  To  the  friends  of  the  King  you  will  find  him 
a  lamb,  to  his  enemies  a  lion* 

"  For  thefe  realbns,  I  humbly  ^pprthtnd  that  he  would  be  a  very  able  and 
ufeful  member.  And  I  will  venture  to  fay,  the  employment  would  not  be 
difagreeablc  to  him ;  and  knowing,  as  I  do,  his  flrong  afieftion  to  the  King^ 
his  ability  to  ferve  him  in  that  capacity,  and  the  extreme  ardour  with  which  I 
am  convinced  he  would  engage  in  that  fervice,  I  mufl  repeat,  that  I  wifh  molt 
heartily  to  fee  him  in  the  Houfe. 

4  «   If 
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^  If  you  think  this  worthy  of  attendon,  you  will  be  pkaled  to  take  a  con- 
valient  oj^rtumty  of  mentioning  it  to  Lord  North.  If  his  Lordfliip  ihould 
happily  zp^provc  of  it>  I  fhall  have  the  iktkh£tion  of  having  been,  in  fome 
degree^  the  humble  inftrument  of  doing  my  country,  in  my  opinion,  a  very 
eifential  fervice.  I  know  your  good-nature,  and  your  zeal  for  the  publick 
welfare,  will  plead  my  cxcufe  for  giving  you  this  trouble.  I  am,  with  the 
greateil  refpe£t,  Sir> 

*^  Your  moft  obedient  and  humble  fervant, 

••  Ncw.fircct,March3o,  1771.  William  Strahan." 

This  recommendation  we  know  was  not  efJcftual  j  but  how,  or  for  what 
reaibn,  can  only  be  conjedtured.  It  is  not  to  be  believed  that  Mr.  Strahan 
would  have  applied,  unlefs  Johnfbn  had  approved  of  it.  I  never  heard  hhn 
mention  the  fubjeft ;  but  at  a  later  period  of  his  life,  when  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds 
told  him  that  Mr.  Edmund  Burke  had  faid,  that  if  he  had  come  early  into ' 
parliament^  he  certainly  would  have  been  the  greateft  Ipcaker  that  ever  was 
there,  Johnfon  exclaimed,  "  I  fhould  like  to  try  my  hand  now." 

It  has  been  much  agitated  among  his  friends  and  others,  whether  he  would 
have  been  a  powerful  fpeaker  in  Parliament,  had  he  been  brought  in  when 
advanced  in  life.  I  am  inclmed  to  think,  that  his  extenfive  knowledge,  his 
quicknefs  and  force  of  mind,^  his  vivacity  and  richneis  of  expreflion,  his  wit 
and  humour,  and  above  all  his  poignancy  of  farcafm,  would  have  had  great 
efibA  in  a  popular  aflembly ;  and  that  the  magnitude  of  his  figure,  and  ftriking 
peculiarity  of  lus  manner,  would  have  aided  the  effcft.  But  I  remember  it 
was  obfeiv^  by  Mr.  Flood,  that  J<Anfon  having  been  long  ufed  to  fcntcn- 
taous  brevity  and  the  fliort  flights  of  converlarion,  might  have  failed  in  that 
continued  and  expanded  kind  of  argument,  which  is  requifite  in  dating  com- 
plicated matters  in  publick  fpeaking ;  and  as  a  proof  of  this  he  mentioned 
the  fuppofed  fpeechcs  in  Parliament  written  by  him  for  the  magazine,  none  of 
-which,  in  his  opinion,  were  at  all  like  re^l  debates.  The  opinion  of  one  who 
is  himfelf  fo  emkient  an  orator,  muft  be  allowed  to  have  great  weight.  It 
"was  confirmed  by  Sir  William  Scott,  who  mentioned,  that  Johnfon  had  told 
him>  that  he  had  ieveral  times  tried  to  fpeak  in  the  Society  of  Arts  and 
Sciences,  but  "  had  found  he  could  not  get  on.'*  From  Mr.  William  Gerard 
Hamilton  I  have  heard,  that  Johnfon,  when  obferving  to  him  that  it  was 
prudent  for  a'  man  who  had  not  been  accuftomed  to  {peak  in  publick  to  begin 
his  ipeech  in  as  fimple  a  manner  as  poflible,  acknowledged  that  he  rofe  in  that 

Yy  2  fociety 
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1 77 1,     fodcty  to  deliver  a  Ipeech  which  he  had  prepared;   *<  but  (faid  he,)  all 
Mm  62*  "^y  flowers  of  oratory  forfook  me/*    I  however  cannot  help  wilhing,  that 
he  bad  "  tried  his  hand "  in  parliament  j   and  I  wonder  that  mimftry  did 
not  make  the  experiment. 
I  at  length  renewed  a  correfpondence  which  had  been  too  long  difcondnued : 

71?  Dr.  Johnson. 

^'MyDEArSiK,  Edinburgh,  April  18,  1771. 

*'  I  c  A  N  now  fully  underftand  thofe  intervals  of  filence  in  your  cor- 
refpondence with  me,  which  have  often  given  me  anxiety  and  uneafinefs ;  for 
>  although  I  am  confcious  that  my  veneration  and  love  for  Mr.  Johnfon  have 

never  in  the  lead  abated,  yet  I  have  deferred  for  almoft  a  year  and  a  half  to 
write  to  him/'  .. 


I' 


In  the  fubfequent  part  of  this  letter,  I  gave  him  an  account  of  my  com- 
fortable life  as  a  married  man,  and  a  lawyer  in  praftice  at  the  Scotch  bar  4* 
mvited  him  to  Scodand,  and  promifed  to  attend  him  to  the  Highlands,  and 
Hebrides. 

7i  James  Boswell,  Efq. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

"IF  you  are  now  able  to  comprehend  that  I  might  negleft  to  write 
without  diminution  of  afieftion,  you  have  taught  me,  likewife,  how  that 
negleft  may  be  uneafily  folt  without  refentment.  I  wiihed  for  your  letter  a  long 
time,  and  when  it  came,  it  amply  recompenfed  the  delay.  I  never  was  ib 
much  pleafed  as  now  with  your  account  of  yourfelf ;  and  fincerely  hope,  that 
between  publick  bulinefs,  improving  ftudies,  and  domeftick  pleafures,  nei- 
ther melancholy  nor  caprice  will  find  any  place  for  entrance.  Whatever  philo- 
fophy  may  determine  of  material  nature,  it  is  certainly  true  of  intelleftual 
nature,  that  it  abhors  a  vacuum :  our  minds  cannot  be  empty ;  and  evil  will 
break  in  upon  them,  if  they  are  not  pre-occupied  by  good.  My  dear  Sir> 
mind  your  ftudies,  mind  your  bulinefs,  make  your  lady  happy,  and  be  a  good 
Chriftian.     After  this, 

'  ■■  triftitiam  et  metus^ 

*  Trades  protervis  in  mare  Creticum 
*  Portare  ventisJ 
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^  If  we  perform  our  duty,  we  Ihall  be  fefe  and  fteady,  '  Siveper,  &c.  whether     1771- 
we  climb  die  Highlands,  or  are  toft  among  die  Hebrides ;  and  I  hope  the  '^i~^^ 
time  will  come  when  we  may  try  our  powers  both  with  cliflFs  and  water.     I 
fee  but  litde  of  lx)rd  Elibank,  I  know  not  why;  perhaps  by  my  own  fault, 
I  am  this  day  going  into  Stafibrdfhire  and  Derbylhire  for  fix  weeks.     I 
am,  dear  Sir, 

^'  Your  moft  affedtionate 

m 

"  And  moft  humble  fervant, 
«*  London,  June 20,  I77I,  Sam.  Johnson.** 

To  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  in  Leicefter-fieUs. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

'*  WHEN  I  came  to  Lichfield,  I  found  that  my  portrait  had  been 
much  vifited,  and  much  admired.  Every  man  has  a  lurking  wifli  to  appear 
confiderable  in  his  native  place ;  and  I  was  pleafed  with  the  dignity  conferred 
by  fuch  a  teftimony  of  your  regard. 

"  Be  pleafed,  therefore,  to  accept  the  thanks  oC  Sir, 

**  Your  moft  obliged 

*^  And  moft  humble  fervant, 

«' Alhboum  in  Derbyihiic,  Sam.  JOHNSON. 

July  17,  1 77 1. 

**  Compliments  to  Mils  Reynolds.** 

To  Dr.  Johnson. 

**MyDEArSiR,  Edinburgh,  July  27,  1771. 

"THE  bearer  of  this,  Mr.  Beattie,  Profeffor  of  Moral  Philofophy 
at  Aberdeen,  is  defu'ous  of  being  introduced  to  your  acquaintance.  His  genius 
aiid  learning,  and  labours  in  the  fervice  of  virtue  and  religion,  render  him 
very  worthy  of  it  i  and  as  he  has  a  high  efteem  of  your  charaftcr,  I  hope 
you  will  give  him  a  favourable  reception.     I  ever  am,  &c. 

«  James  Boswbll.'* 


In  OAober  I  again  wrote  to  him,  thanking  him  for  his  lafl  letter,  and  his 
obliging  reception  of  Mr.  Beatde ;  informing  him  that  I  had  been  at  Alnwick 
lately,  and  had  good  accounts  of  him  from  Dr.  Percy. 

In  his  religious  record  of  this  year,  we  obferve  that  he  was  better  than 
uflia),  both  in  body  and  mind,  and  better  fatisfied  with  the  regularity  of  his 

conduA. 
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coodud.  But  he  is  ftill  «  trying  his  ways'*  too  rigoroufly.  He  charges  him- 
kl(  with  not  riiing  early  enough ;  yet  he  xnendons  nvhat  was  furely  a  fufficient 
cxcufe  for  this,  fuppofing  k  fio  be  a  duty  fenou0y  required,  as  he  all  his  life 
appears  to  have  thought  it.  ^^  One  great  hiadranoe  is  want  of  reft  $  my  noc^ 
turnal  complaints  grow  lefs  troublefome  towards  nxsoxang ;  and  I  am  tempted 
to  repair  the  deficiencies  of  the  night  *•"  Alas !  how  hard  would  it  be  if  di» 
indulgence  were  to  be  imputed  to  a  fick  man  as  a  crime.  In  his  retrolpedt 
on  the  following  Eafter  Eve,  he  fays,  "  When  I  review  the  laft  year,  I  am 
able  to  recoUeft  fo  litde  done,  that  fhame  and  forrow,  though  perhaps .  too 
weakly,  come  upon  me."  Had  lie  been  judging  of  any  one  elfe  in  the  fame 
circumftances,  how  clear  would  he  have  been  on  the  favourable  fide.  How 
very  difficult,  and  in  my  opinion  aknoft  conftitutionally  impoITible  it  was  for 
him  to  be  raifed  early,  even  by  the  ftrongeft  rcfolutions,  appears  from  a  note 
in  one  of  his  litde  paper  books,  (containing  words  arranged  for  his  Didtionary,) 
written,  I  fuppofe,  about  1753 :  "  I  do  not  remember  that  fince  I  left  Oxford, 
I  ever  rofe  early  by  mere  choice,  but  once  or  twice  at  Edial,  and  two  or  three 
times  for  the  Rambler.*'  I  think  he  had  fair  ground  enough  to  have  quieted 
his  mind  on  thi^  fubjeft,  by  concluding  that  he  was  phyfically  incapable  of 
what  is  at  beft  but  a  commodious  regulation. 
1772.  In  1772  he  was  altogether  quiefcent  as  an  authour;  but  it  will  be  £>uBdj 
from  the  various  evidences  which  I  fhall  bring  together^  that  lus  mind  was 
acute,  lively,  and  vigorous. 

To  Sir  JoMuvA  Rsykolds« 

«  DiAR  Sir, 

<^  B  E  pleafed  to  fend  to  Mr.  Batdcs^  whofe  place  of  refidence  I  do 
not  know,  this  note,  which  I  have  fent  open,  diat,  if  you  pleafcj  you  may 
read  it. 

**  When  you  fend  it,  do  not  ufe  your  own  fcal. 

«  I  am.  Sir, 

**  Your  moft  humble  fcrvant, 

"  Feb.  *7.  r77t.  Sam.  JOHNSON." 


*  Tnyen  and  Meditations,  p.  wi. 
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To  Joseph  Banks,  Efy. 

"  Perpetua  ambitd  bis  terra  pramia  laSis 
I  «  Hac  babet  altrici  Cafra/ecunda  Jovis  '.'* 

«  Sir,        ^ 

"  I  retu'rn  thanks  to  you  and  to  Dr.  Solander  for  the  pleafure 
which  I  received  in  yefterday's  converfation.  I  could  not  recoUeft  a  motto 
for  your  Goat,  but  have  given  her  one.  You,  Sir,  may  perhaps  have  an  cpick 
poem  from  fome  happier  pen  than.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

«'  Johnfon's-court,  Fleet-  Sam.  JoRNSO n/* 

flreetj  Feb.  27,  1772. 

To  Dr.  Johnson. 

•  "  My  dear  Sir,  Edinburgh,  March  j,  1772, 

"  I T  is  hard  that  I  caonot  jM-eyail  on  you  to  write  to  me  oftenen 
But  I  am  convinced  that  it  is  in  vain  to  expeft  from  you  a  private  cor* 
reQK>ndence  with  any  regularity*  I  muft,  therefore,  look  upon  you  as  a  foun- 
tain of  wifdom,  from  whence  few  rills  are  communicated  to  a  diftance^  snd 

which  muft  be  approached  at  its  fource,  to  partake  folly  of  its  virtues* 

«    «.  ♦     «    ♦    * 

<<  I  am  commg  to  Ixxidon  foon,  and  am  to  appear  in  an  appeal  from  the 
Court  of  Sefllon  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  A  fchoolmafter  in  Scotland  was,  by 
a  court  of  inferiour  jurifdi£tion>  deprived  of  his  office  for  being  fomewhat 
fevcre  in  the  chaftifement  of  his  fcholars.  The  Court  of  SelEon  confidering 
it  to  be  dangerous  to  the  intereft  of  learning  and  education  to  It&n  the  dig- 
nity of  teachers,  and  make  them  afraid  rf  too  indulgent  parents,  inftigated 
by  the  complaints  of  their  children,  reftored  him.  His  enemies  have  appealed 
to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  though  the  falary  is  only  twenty  pounds  a  year.  I 
was  Counfel  for  him  here.  I  hope  there  will  be  litde  fear  of  a  reverfal; 
but  I  muft  beg  to  have  your  aid  in  my  plan  of  fopporting  the  decree.  It  is  a 
general  queftion,  and  not  a  point  of  particular  law. 

*'  I  am>  &c. 

"  J  AMIS  Boswin./* 

^  Thas  tianflated  by  a  friend : 

**  In  fame  fcarce  fecond  to  the  narfe  of  Jove, 

**  This  Goat,  who  twice  the  world  had  trayen^d  xotnd;, 
**  Deferving  both  her  mailer's  care  and  love, 

**  £afe  and  pexpetual  palhue  now  hat  fowid.'* 
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To  James  Boswbll,  E/q. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

"  THAT  you  are  commg  fo  foon  to  town  I  am  very  glad  -,  and  ftill 
more  glad  that  you  are  coming  as  an  advocate.  I  think  nothing  more  likely  to 
make  your  life  pafs  happily  away,  than  that  conlcioufhefs  of  your  own  value 
which  eminence  in  your  profeflion  will  certainly  confer.  If  I  can  give  you 
any  collateral  help,  I  hope  you  do  not  fufpedt  that  it  will  be  wanting.  My 
kindnefs  for  you  has  neither  the  merit  of  Angular  virtue,  nor  the  reproach  of 
Angular  prejudice.  Whether  to  love  you  be  right  or  wrong,  I  have  many 
on  my  fide :  Mrs.  Thrale  loves  you,  and  Mrs.  Williams  loves  you,  and  what 
would  have  inclined  me  to  love  you,  if  I  had  been  neutral  |;>elbre,  you  arc  a 
great  favourite  of  Dr.  Beattie. 

'^  Of  Dr.  Beattie  I  fhould  have  thought  much,  but  that  his  lady  puts  him 
out  of  my  head  :  fhe  is  a  very  lovely  woman. 

*'  The  ejedion  which  you  come  hither  to  oppoip,  appears  very  cruel,  un- 
reafonable,  and  oppreflive.  I  (hould  think  there  could  not  be  much  doubt  of 
your  fucceis. 

"  My  health  grows  better,  yet  I  am  not  fiilly  recovered.  I  believe  it  is 
held,  that  n^en  do  not  recover  very  faft  after  threefcorc.  I  hope  yet  to  fee 
Beattie's  College ;  and  have  not  given  up  the  weftem  voyage.  But  however 
all  this  may  be  or  not,  let  us  try  to  make  each  other  happy  when  we  meet, 
and  not  refer  our  pleafure  to  diflant  times  or  diftant  places. 

**  How  comes  it  that  you  tell  me  nothing  of  your  lady  ?  I  hope  to  fee 
her  fome  time,  and  till  then  fhall  be  glad  to  hear  of  her. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

•«  Njaichij,  1772.  Sam.  Johnson." 

To  Bennet  LangtoNj  Efj.  near  Spil/hy,  Lincolnjhin. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

**  I  CONGRATULATE  you  and  Lady  Rothes '  on  your  litdc  man,  and 
hope  you  will  all  be  many  years  happy  together. 

^'  Poor  Mifs  Langton  can  have  litdc  part  in  the  joy  of  her  family.  She 
this  day  called  her  aunt  Langton  to  receive  the  facrament  with  her;  and  made 

'  Mr.  Langton  married  the  Countefs  Dowager  of  Rothes. 

me 
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me  talk  yefterday  on  fuch  fubjeds  as  fuit  her  condition.     It  will  probably  be     n?^- 
her  viaticum.     I  ftirely  need  not  mention  again  that  flie  wilhcs  to  fee  her  xj^^Tgi. 
mother.    I  am^  Sir, 

<*  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

««  March  14*  1772.  Sam,  Johnson." 

On  the  2ift  of  March,  I  was  happy  to  find  myfelf  again  in  my  friend's 
ftudy,  and  was  glad  to  fee  my  old  acquaintance  Mr.  Francis  Barber,  who  was 
HOW  returned  home.  Dr.  Johnfon  received  me  with  a  hearty  welcome,  faying, 
•*  I  am  glad  you  are  come,  and  glad  you  are  come  upon  fuch  an  errand,'* 
(alluding  to  the  caufe  of  the  fchoolmafter.)  Boswell.  "  I  hope,  Sir,  he  will 
be  in  no  danger.  It  is  a  very  delicate  matter  to  interfere  between  a  mafter 
and  his  fcholars :  nor  do  I  fee  how  you  can  fix  the  degree  of  feverity  that  a 
mafter  may  ufe.".  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  till  you  fix  the  degree  of  obftinacy 
and  negligence  of  the  fcholars,  you  cannot  fix  the  degree  of  feverity  of  the 
mafter.  Severity  muft  be  continued  until  obftinacy  be  fubdued,  and  negli- 
gence be  cured."  He  mentioned  the  feverity  of  Hunter,  his  own  mafter. 
"  Sir,  (faid  I,)  Hunter  is  a  Scotch  name :  fo  it  fhould  feem  this  fchoolmafter 
who  beat  you  io  feverely  was  a  Scotchman.  I  can  now  account  for  your 
prejudice  againft  the  Scotch."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  he  was  not  Scotch ;  and, 
abating  his  brutality,  he  was  a  very  good  mafter." 

W«  talked  of  his  two  political  pamphlets,  "  The  Falfe  Alarm,"  and 
**  Thoughts  concerning  Falkland's  Iflands."  Johnson.  "  Well,  Sir,  which  of 
them  did  you  think  the  beft  ?"  Boswell.  "  I  liked  the  fecond  beft."  Johnson. 
•«  Why,  Sir,  I  liked  the  firft  beft ;  and  Beattie  liked  the  firft  beft.  Sir, 
there  is  a  lubtlety  of  difquifition  in  the  firft,  that  is  worth  all  the  fire  of  the 
fecond."  Boswell.  "  Pray,  Sir,  is  it  true  that  Lord  North  paid  you  a  vifit, 
and  that  you  got  two  hundred  a  year  in  addition  to  your  penfion  ?'*  Johnson. 
"  No,  Sir.  Except  what  I  had  from  the  bookfeller,  I  did  not  get  a  farthing 
by  them.  And,  between  you  and  me,  I  believe  Lord  North  is  no  friend  to 
me."  Boswell.  "  How  fo.  Sir  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  you  cannot 
account  for  the  fancies  of  men. — ^Well,  how  does  Lord  Elibank  ?  and 
how  does  Lord  Monboddo  ?"  Boswell.  "  Very  well.  Sir.  Lord  Mon- 
boddo  ftill  maintains  the  fuperiority  of  the  favage  life."  Johnson.  "  What 
ftrange  narrownefs  of  mind  now  is  that,  to  thmk  the  things  we  have 
HOt  known  are  better  than  the  things  which  we  have  known."  ^  Boswell. 
^  Why,  Sir,  that  is  a  common  prejudice."     Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir ;   but  a 

Z  z  common 
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crrour." 


A  gentleman  having  come  in  who  was  to  go  as  a  Mate  in  the  (hip  along 
with  Mr.  Banks  and  Dn  Solander^  Dr.  Johnlbn  alked  what  were  the  names  of 
the  jihips  deftined  for  the  expedition.  The  gendeman  anfwered>  they  were 
once  to  be  cafled  'the  Drake  and  the  Raleigh^  but  now  they  were  to  be 
called  the  Refolution  and  the  Adventure.  Johnson.  "  Much  better ;  for  had 
the  Raleigh  returned  without  going  round  the  worlds  it  would  have  been 
ridiculous.  To  give  them  the  names  of  the  Drake  and  the  Raleigh  was 
laying  a  trap  for  fatire.*'  Boswbll.  "Had  not  you  fome  defire  to  go  upon 
this  expedition.  Sir  ?"  Johnson.  **  Why  yes  j  but  I  foon  laid  it  afide.  Sir^ 
there  is  very  litde  of  intelleftual  in  the  courfe.  Befides,  I  fee  but  at  a  fhiall 
diftancc.  So  it  was  not  worth  my  while  to  go  to  fee  birds  fly,  which  I  fhould 
not  have  feen  fly ;  and  fifhes  fwim,  which  I  fhould  not  have  feen  fwim." 

The  gendeman  being  gone,  and  Dr.  Johnfon  having  left  the  room  for  fome 
time,  a  debate  arofe  between  the  Reverend  Mr.  Stockdale  and  Mrs.  Deiinou«- 
lins,  whether  Mr.  Banks  and  Dr.  Solander  were  endded  to  any  fhare  of  ghry 
from  their  expedition.  When  Dr.  Johnfon  returned  to  us,  I  told  him  the 
fubjedt  of  their  difpute.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir^  it  was  properly  for  botany 
that  they  went  out :  I  believe  they  thought  only  of  culling  of  fimples«'*  . 

I  thanked  him  for  fhewing  civilities  to  Beattie.  "  Sir,  (faid  he,)  I  fhould 
thank  you.  We  all  love  Beattie.  Mrs.  Thrale  fays,  if  ever  fhe  has  another 
hufband,  fhell  have  Beattie.  He  funk  upon  us  that  he  was  married ;  elfe  we 
fhould  have  fhewn  his  lady  more  civilities.  She  is  a  very  fine  woman.  But 
how  can  you  fhew  civilities  to  a  non-entity  I  I  did  not  think  he  had  been^ 
married.  Nay,  I  did  not  think  about  it  one  way  or  other  >  but  he  did  not 
tell  us  of  his  lady  till  late.** 

He  then  fpoke  of  St.  Kilda,  the  mofl  remote  of  the  Hebrides.  I  told  him^ 
I  thought  of  buying  it.  Johnson.  "  Pray  do.  Sir.  We  fhall  go  and  pafs  a 
winter  amid  the  blafls  there.  We  fhall  have  fine  fifh,  and  we  fhall  take 
fome  dried  tongues  with  us,  and  fome  books.  We  fhall  have  a  fbong  built 
veflel,  and  fome  Orkney  men  to  navigate  her.  We  muft  build  a  tolerable 
houfe :  but  we  may  carry  with  us  a  wooden  houfe  ready  made,  and  requiring 
nothing  but  to  be  put  up.  Confider,  Sir,  by  buying  St.  Kilda,  you  may  keep 
the  people  from  falling  into  worfe  hands.  We  muft  give  them  a  clergyman^ 
-and  he  fhall  be  one  of  Beattie^s  choofing.  He  fhall  |pe  educated  at  Marifchal 
College.  rU  be  your  Lord  Chancellor,  ,or  what  you  pleafe."  Boswbll*. 
*^  Are  you  ferious.  Sir,  in  advifing  me  to  buy  St.  Kilda  i  for  if  you  fhould 

4  advife 
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advife  me  to  go  to  Japan,  I  believe  I  (houid  do  it/'    Johnsok.  ^'  Why  yes. 
Sir,  I  am  ferious."    Boswsll.  **  Why  then  Til  fee  what  can  be  done." 

I  gave  him  an  account  of  the  two  pardes  in  the  church  of  Scotland,  thofe 
for  fuppordng  the  rights  of  patrons,  independent  of  the  people,  and  thofe 
againft  it.  Johnson.  ^^  It  ihould  be  fetded  one  way  or  other.  I  cannot  wifh 
well  to  a  popular  eledion  of  the  clergy,  when  I  confider  that  it  occafions  flich 
animofides,  fuch  unworthy  courting  of  the  people,  fuch  flanders  between  the 
contending  pardes,  and  other  diiadvantages.  It  is  enough  to  allow  the  people  to 
remonftrate  againft  the  nomination  of  a  minifter  for  folid  reafons  \*  (I  fuppofe 
he  meant  herefy  or  immorality.)  He  was  engaged  to  dine  abroad,  and  afked 
me  to  return  to  him  in  the  evening  at  nine,  which  I  accordingly  did. 

We  drank  tea  with  Mrs.  Williams,  who  told  us  a  ftory  of  fecond  fight, 
which  happened  in  Wales  where  Ihe  was  bom. — ^He  Uftened  to  it  very  atten- 
tively, and  faid  he  (hould  be  glad  to  have  (bme  inftances  of  that  faculty  well 
authenticated.  His  elevated  wiih  for  more  and  more  evidence  for  ipirit,  in 
oppofidon  to  the  groveling  belief  of  materialifm,  led  him  to  a  love  of  fuch 
myfterious  diiquifidons.  He  again  juftly  obferved,  that  we  could  have  no 
certainty  of  the  truth  of  fupematural  i^)pearam:e$,  unlefs  Ibmething  was  told 
us  which  we  could  not  know  by  ordinary  mean$>  or  fbmething  done  which 
could  not  be  done  but  by  fupematural  power  i  that  Pharaoh  in  reafon  and 
juftice  required  ibch  evidence  from  Mofes ;  nay,  that  our  Saviour  faid,  <'  If  I  had 
not  done  among  them  the  works  which  none  other  man  did,  they  had  not  had 
jBn.''  He  had  laid  in  the  morning,  that  '<  Macaulay's  Hiftory  of  St.  Kilda,''  was 
very  well  written,  except  fome  foppery  about  liberty  and  flavery.  I  mentioned 
to  him  that  Macaulay  told  me,  he  was  advifed  to  leave  out  of  his  book  the 
wonderful  ftory  that  upon  the  approach  of  a  ftranger  all  the  inhabitants  catch 
cold ;  but  that  it  had  been  fo  well  authenticated,  he  determined  to  retain  it. 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  to  leave  things  out  of  a  book,  merely  becaufe  people  tell 
you  they  will  not  be  believed,  is  meannefs.  Macaulay  aded  with  more 
magnanimity/' 

We  talked  of  the  Roman  Catholick  religion,  and  how  little  diflerence  there 
was  in  eflential  matters  between  ours  and  it.  Johnson.  '^  True,  Sir:  all 
denominations  of  Chriftians  have  really  litde  difference  in  pomt  of  doftrine, 
though  they  may  differ  widely  in  external  forms.  There  is  a  prodigious  dif- 
ference between  the  octernal  form  of  one  of  your  Preft>ytcrian  churches  in 
Scodand,  and  a  church  in  Italy ;  yet  die  doArine  taught  is  effentially  the  fame.*' 

I  mentioned  the  petition  to  Parliament  for  removing  the  fubfcription  to  the 
Thirty-nine  Articles.    Johnson.  '*  It  was  foon  thrown  out    Siri  they  talk 
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of  not  making  boys  at  the  Univeriity  fubfcribe  to  what  thejr  do  not  under- 
ftand ;  hut  they  ought  to  confider,  that  our  Univcrfities-  were  founded  to  bring 
up  members  for  the  Church  of  England^  and  we  muft  not  llipply  our  enemies 
with  arms  from  our  arfenaL  No,,  Sir,  the  meaning  of  fobfcribing  is,  not  that 
they  fully  underftand  all  the  articles,  but  that  they  will  adhere  to.  the  Church 
of  England.  Now  take  it  in  this  way,  and  fuppofc  that  they  fliould  only  fub- 
fcribe their  adherence  to  the  Church  of  England,  there  would  be  ftUl  the  fame 
difficulty ;.  for  ftill  the  young  men  would  be  fubfcribing  ta  what  they  do  not 
underftand.  For  if  you  Ihould  aflc  them,  what  do  you  mean  by  the  Church 
of  England  ?  Do  you  know  in  what  it  differs  from  the  Prefbyterian  Church  ^ 
from  the  Romifh  Church  ?  from  the  Greek  Church  ?  from  the  Coptick 
Church?  they  could  not  tell  you.  So,  Sir,  it  comes  to  the  fame  thing." 
BoswELL.  *^  But,  Sir,  would  it  not  be  fufficient  to  fubfcribe  the  Bible  ?'* 
Johnson.  "  Why  no.  Sir ;  for  all  fefts  will  fubfcribe  the  Bible ;  nay,  the 
Mahometans  will  fubfcribe  the  Bible,  for  the  Mahometans  acknowledge  Jesus- 
Christ,  as  well  as  Mofes,  but  maintain  that  God  fent  MaKoraet  as  a  ftilf 
greater  prophet  than  either." 

i  I  mentioned  the  motion  to  abolifli  the  fafl  of  the  joth  of  January. 
Johnson.  '*  Why,  Sir,  I  could  have  wiftied  that  it  had  been  a  temporary  aft, 
perhaps,  to  have  expired  with  the  century.  I  am  againft  abolifhing  it;  becaufe 
that  would  be  declaring  it  was  wrong  to  eftablifh  it  j  but  I  fhould  have  no  objec- 
tion to  make  an  a(3t,  continuing  it  for  another  century,  and  then  letting  it  expire.'* 

He  difapproved  of  the  Royal  Marriage  Bill ;  ^  Becaufe  ((aid  he,)  I  would 
not  have  tJie  people  think  that  the  validity  of  marriage  depends  on  the  will  of 
man>  or  that  the  right  of  a  King  depends  on  the  will  of  man.  I  fhould  not 
have  been  againft  making  the  marriage  of  any  of  the  royal  family,  .without  the 
approbation  of  King  and  Parliament,  highly  criminal.'* 

In  the  morning  we  had  talked  of  old  families,  and  the  refpeft  due  to  them* 
Johnson.  "Sir,  ypu  have  a  right  to  that  kind  of  rcfpeft,  and  are  arguing  for 
yourfelf.  I  am  for  fupporting  the  principle,  and  am  difinterefted  in  doing  it, 
as  I  have  no  fuch  right."  Boswell.  "Why,  Sir,  it  is  one  more  incitement 
to  a  man  to  do  well."  Johnson.  "  Yes>  Sir,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  opinion,  very 
neceflary  to  keep  fociety  together.  Whit  is  it  but  opinionj  by-  which  we 
have  a  rcfpeft  for  authority,  that  prevents  us,  who  are  the  rabble,  from  rifing 
up  and  pulling  down  you  who  are  gentlemen  from  your  places,  and  faying^ 
*  We  will  be  gentlemen  in  our  turn  ?'  Now,  Sir,  that  refpeft  for  authority  ia 
much  more  eafily  granted  to  a  man  whofe  father  has  had  it,  than  to  an  upflart, 
Vid  fo  Society  is  more  eafily  fupported."  Boswell.  "  Perhaps,  Sir,  it  might  be 
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done  by  the  relpcft  belonging  to  office,  as  among  the  Romans,  where  the  drels, 
the  toga,  infpired  reverence."  Johnson.  '*  Why,  Sir,  we  know  very  !itde  about 
the  Romans.  But,  fiirely,  it  is  much  eafier  to  relpeft  a  man  who  has  always 
had  refpefV,  than  to  re^ft  a  man  who  we  know  was  laft  year  no  better  than 
ourfelves,  and  will  be  no  better  next  year.  In  republicks  there  is  not  a  refpeft 
for.  authority,  but  a  fear  of  power."  Boswell.  "  At  prefent.  Sir,.  I  think 
riches  feem  to  gain  moft  refpedt."  Johnson.  *^No,  Sir,  riches  do  not  gain 
hearty  refpeft  -,  they  only  procure  external  attention.  A  very  rich  man,  from 
low  beginnings,  may  buy  his  eledtion  in  a  borough;  but,  Cieteris  paribus ,  a 
man.  of  family  will  be  preferred.  People  will  prefer  a  man  for  whofc  father 
their  fathers  have  voted,  though  they  ihould  get  no  more  money,  or  even 
lefs.  That  fhews  that  the  refpeft  for  family  is  not  merely  fancilful,  but  has  an 
aftual  operation..  If  gendemen  of  family  would  allow  the  rich  upftarts  to 
ipend  their  money  profiifely,  which  they  are  ready  enough  to  do,  and  not  vie 
with  them  in  expence,  the  upftarts  would  foon  be  at  an  end,  and  the  gentle-^ 
men  would  remain ;  but  if  the  gentlemen  will  vie  in  expence  with,  the  upftarts, 
which  is  very  foolifli,  they  muft  be  ruined.!* 

I  gave  him  an  account  of  the  excellent  mdhiickry  of  a  friend  of  mine  in 
Scodand  5  obferving,  at  the  fame  time,  that  fome  people  thought  it  a  very 
mean  thing.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  it  is  making  a  very  mean  ufe  of  a  man's 
powers.  But  to  be  a  good  mimick,  requires  great  powers,  great  acutenefs  of 
obfervation^  great  retention  of  what  is  obferved,.  and  great  pliancy  of  organs^ 
to  reprefcnt  what  is  obferved.  I  remember  a  lady  of  quality  in  this  town. 
Lady  ■  ,  who  was  a  wonderful  mimick,  and  ufed  to  make  me 

laugh  immoderately.  I  have  heard  fhe  is  now  gone  mad."  Boswell.  "  It 
is  amazing  how  a  mimick  caii  not  only  give  you  the  geftures  and  voice  of  a 
perfon  whom  he  reprefents ;  but  even  what  a  perfon  would  fay  on  any  parti- 
cular fubjeft."  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  you  are  to  confider  that  the  manner 
and  fome  jarticular  phrafes  of  a  perfon  do  much  to  imprefs  you  with  an. 
idea  of  him,  and  you  are  not  fure  that  he  would  fay  what  the  mimick  fays 
in  his  charafter."  Boswell.  "  I  don't  think  Foote  a  good  mimick.  Sir." 
Johnson.  "  No,  Sir;  his  imitations  are  not  like.  He  gives  you  fomething 
different  from  himfelf,  but  not  the  charafter  which  he  means  to  affume.  He 
goes  out  of  himfelf  without  going  into  other  people.  He  cannot  take  off 
any  perfon  unfcfs  he  is  very  ftrongly  marked,  fuch  as  George  Faulkner.  He 
is  like  a  painter,  who  can  draw  the  portrait  of  a  man  who  has  awen  uponhii 
£ice,  and  who,  therefore,  is  eafily  known.     If  a  man  hops  upon  one  legv 

Foote  can  hop  upon  oj;ie  leg.     But  he  has  not  that  nice  difcrirjodnation  which » 
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your  friend  fecms  to  poflfefs.     Foote  is,  however,  very  entertaining,  widi  a 
kind  of  converfation  between  wit  and  buffoonery." 

On  Monday,  March  23,  I  found  him  bufy,  preparing  a  fourth  edition  of 
his  folio  Di6tionary.  Mr.  Peyton,  one  of  his  original  amapuenfes,  was  writing 
for  him.  I  put  him  in  mind  of  a  meaning  of  the  word  Jide^  which  he  had 
omitted,  viz.  relationfhip ;  as,  father's  fide,  mother's  fide.  He  inierted  it.  I 
aiked  him  if  humiliating  was  a  good  word.  He  £iid,  he  had  feen  it  frequendy 
ufed,  but  he  did  not  know  it  to  be  legitimate  Englifh.  He  would  not  admit 
avilizafion,  but  only  civUity.  With  great  deference  to  him,  I  thought  civiU* 
zatioHy  from  to  civiiize,  better  in  the  fenfe  oppofed  to  barbarity ^  than  civilityy 
as  it  is  better  to  have  a  diilinA  word  for  each  fenfe,  than  one  word  with  two 
fenfes,  which  civility  is,  in  his  way  of  ufing  it. 

He  feemed  buly  about  fome  fort  of  chymical  operation.  I  was  entertained 
by  obferving  how  he  contrived  to  fend  Mr.  Peyton  on  an  errand,  without 
feeming  to  degrade  him.  "  Mr.  Peyton, — ^Mr.  Peyton,— will  you  be  fo  good 
as  to  cake  a  walk  to  Temple4xu-  ?  You  will  there  fee  a  chymift's  fhop ; 
at  which  you  will  be  pleafed  to  buy  for  me  an  ounce  of  oil  of  vitriol  j  not 
ipirit  of  vitriol,  but  oil  of  vitrioL  It  will  coft  three  half*pence."  Peyton  im- 
mediately wen^  and  returned  with  it,  and  tx>kl  him  it  coft  but  a  penny. 

I  then  reminded  him  of  the  (choolmafter's  caufe,  and  propofed  to  read  to 
him  the  printed  papers  concerning  it.  ^*  No,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  I  can  read  quicker 
than  I  can  hear."    So  he  read  them  to  himfelf. 

After  he  had  read  for  ibme  dme,  we  were  interrupted  by  the  entrance  of 
Mr.  Kriftrom,  a  Swede,  who  was  tutor  to  ibme  young  gentlemen  in  the  city. 
He  told  me,  that  there  was  a  very  good  Hiftory  of  Sweden,  by  Dalinc. 
Having  at  that  time  an  intendon  of  writing  the  hiftory  of  that  coun&y,  I  afked 
Dr.  Johnfbn  whether  one  might  write  a  hiftory  of  Sweden  without  going 
thither.     **  Yes,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  one  for  common  ufe." 

We  talked  of  languages.  Johnfbn  ob&nred,  that  Leibnitz  had  made  fome 
prpgrefs  in  a  work,  tracing  all  lai^ages  up  to  the  Hebrew.  ^'  Why,  Sir> 
(faid  he,)  you  would  not  imagine  that  the  French  jour^  day,  is  derived  fix>ni 
the  Latin  dies^  and  yet  nothing  is  more  certain ;  and  the  intermediate  ftq>s  arc 
very  clear.  From  dksy  comes  diitmus.  Diu  is,  by  inaccurate  ears  or  inaccu«» 
rate  pronunciadon,  eafily  confounded  with  giu ;  then  the  Italians  form  a  iub^ 
ftantive  of  the  ablative  of  an  ac^eftive,  and  thence  gittmo,  or,  as  they  make  ir» 
gimto  J  which  is  readily  contracted  into  giouty  or  jour.'*  He  obferved,  that 
the  Bohemian  language  was  true  Sclavonick.    The  Swede  faidj  it  had  Ibtne 
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fuDilarity  widi  the  German.     Johnsok.  ^'  Why,  Sir,  to  be  fure,  fiich  parts      'V7** 
of  Sclavonia  as  confine  with  Germany,  will  borrow  German  words  s  and  (lich  ^ggtat,  65. 
parts  as  confine  with  Tartary,  will  borrow  Tartar  words/' 

He  iaid,  he  never  had  it  properly  afcertained  that  the  Scotch  Highlanders 
and  the  Irifh  underftood  each  other.  I  told  him  that  my  coufin  Colonel 
Graham,  of  the  Royal  Highlanders,  whom  I  met  at  Drogheda,  told  me  they 
did.  Johnson.  ^  Sir,  if  the  Highlanders  underftood  Irifli^  whytranflate  the 
New  Teftament  into  Erie,  as  was  done  lately  at  Edinburgh,  when  there  is 
an  Irifh  tranflation  ?'"  Boswell.  ^<  Although  the  Erfe  and  Irilh  are  both 
dialedts  of  the  fame  language,  there  may  be  a  good  deal  of  diverfity  between 
them,  as  between  the  different  dialefts  in  Italy.—- The  Swede  went  away,  and 
Mr.  Johnfon  continued  his  reading  of  the  papers.  I  faid,  **  I  am  afraid.  Sir, 
it  is  troublcfome  to  you."  "  Why,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  I  do  not  take  much 
delight  in  it ;  but  TU  go  through  it." 

We  went  to  the  Mitre,  and  dined  in  the  room  where  he  and  I  firft  fupped 
together.  He  gave  me  great  hopes  of  my  caufe.  "  Sir,  (faid  he,)  the 
government  of  a  fchoolmafter  is  fomewhat  of  the  nature  of  military  govern- 
ment ;  that  is  to  fay,  it  muft  be  arbitrary,  it  muft  be  exercifed  by  the  will  of 
one  man,  according  to  particular  circumftances.  You  muft  fhew  fbme  learn- 
ing upon  this  occafion.  You  muft  Ihew,  that  a  fchoolmafter  has  a  prefcriptive 
right  to  beat ;  and  that  an  aftion  of  aflault  and  battery  cannot  be  admitted 
againft  him,  unlefs  there  is  fome  great  exceis,  fome  barbarity.  This  man 
has  maimed  none  of  his  boys.     They  are  all  left  with  the  full  excrcifc  of  :    i 

their  corporeal  faculties.     In  our  ichools  in  England,  many  boys  have  been  * 

maimed;  yet  I  never  heard  of  an  adion  againft  a  fchoolmafter  on  that  j 

account.    Puffendorf,  I  think,  maintains  the  right  of  a  fchoolmafter  to  beat  I 

his  fcholars." 

On  Saturday,  March  27,  I  introduced  to  him  Sir  Alexander  Macdonald, 
with  whom  he  had  exprefled  a  wifh  to  be  acquainted.  He  received  him  very 
courteoufly. 

Sir  Alexander  obferved,  that  the  Chancellors  in  England  are  chofen  from 
yiews  much  inferiour  to  the  office,  being  chofen  from  temporary  political  views. 
Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  in  fuch  a  govei'nment  as  ours,  no  man  is  appointed 
to  an  office  becaufe  he  is  the  fitteft  for  it^  nor  hardly  in  any  other  govern* 
ment ;  becaufe  there  are  fo  many  conne6tions  and  dependencies  to  be  fludied. 
A  defpotick  prince  may  choofe  a  man  to  an  office,  merely  becaufe  he  is  the  fitteft 
for  it.  The  King  of  Pruffia  may  do  it.''  Sir  A.  **  I  think.  Sir,  almoft  all  great 
lawyers,  fuch  at  Icaft  as  have  written  upon  law,  have  known  only  law,  and 
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i77*»      nothing  elfe."   Johnson.  "  Why  no,  Sir  j  Judge  Hale  was  a  great  lawyer,  and 
Isutl  63t  wrote  upon  law ;  and  yet  he  knew  a  great  many  other  things,  and  has  written 
upon  other  things-  Selden  too.*'     Sir  A.  "  Very  true,  Sir ;  and  Lord  Bacon. 
But  was  not  Lord  Coke  a  mere  lawyer  ?"     Johnson.  "  Why,  I  am  afraid  he 
was  J  but  he  would  have  taken  it  very  ill  if  you  had  told  him  fo.     He  would 
have  profecuted  you  for  fcandal."     Boswell.  *'  Lord  Mansfield  is  not  a  mere 
lawyer."     Johnson.  "No,  Sir.    I  never  was  in  Lord  Mansfield's  company; 
but.  Lord  Mansfield  was  diftinguifhed  at  the  Univerfity.     Lord  Mansfield, 
when  he  came  firft  to  town,  '  drank  champagne  with  the  wits,'  as  Prior  fays. 
He  was  the  friend  of  Pope."     Sir.  A.  "  Barrifters,  I  believe,  are  not  fo 
abufive  now  as  they  were  formerly.     I  fancy  they  had  lefs  law  long  ago, 
and  fo  were  obliged  to  take  to  abufe,  to  fill  up  the  time.     Now  they  have 
fuch  a  number  of  precedents,  they  have  no  occafion  for  abufe."     John  sow. 
*'  Nay,  Sir,  they  had  more  law  long  ago  tlian  they  have  now.     As  to  pre- 
cedents, to  be  fure  they  will  increafe  in  courfe  of  time ;  but  the  more  prece- 
dents there  are,  the  lefs  occafion  is  there  for  lawj  that  is  to  fay,  the  lels 
occafion  is  there  for  inveftigating  principles."     Sir  A.  "  I  have  been  cor- 
ieding  fcveral  Scotch  accents  in  my  friend  Bofwell.     I  doubt.  Sir,  if  any 
Scotchman  ever  attains    to   a  perfefit  Englilh   pronunciation."     Johnson, 
'^  Why,  Sir,  few  of  them  do,  becaufe  they  do  not  perfevere  after  acquiring  a 
certain  degree  of  it.     But,  Sir,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  they  may  attain  to 
a  pcrfedt  Englilh  pronunciation,  if  they  will.     We  find  how  near  they  come 
to  it  i  and  certainly,  a  man  who  conquers  nineteen  parts  of  the  Scottifh  accent, 
may  conquer  the  twentieth.     But,  Sir,  when  a  man  has  got  the  better  of  nine 
tenths,  he  grows  weary,  he  relaxes  his  diligence,  he  finds  he  has  corredted  his 
accent  fo  far  as  not  to  be  difagreeable,  and  he  no  longer  defires  his  friends  to 
tell  him  when  he  is  wrong;  nor^ioes  he  choofe  to  be  told.     Sir,  when  people 
watch  me  narrowly,  and  I  do  not  watch  myfelf,  they  will  find  me  out  to  be 
of  a  particular  county.     In  the  fame  manner.  Dunning  may  be  found  out  to 
be  a  Devonfliire  man.     So  moft  Scotchmen  may  be  found  out.     But,  Sir, 
litde  aberrations  are  of  no  difadvantage.     I  never  catched  Mallet  in  a  Scotch 
accent ;  and  yet  Mallet,  I  fuppofe,  was  paft  five-and-twenty  before  he  came 
to  London." 

Upon  another  occafion  I  talked  to  him  on  this  fubjed,  having  myfelf  taken 
fome  pains  to  improve  my  pronunciation,  by  the  aid  of  the  late  Mr.  Love,  of 
Drury-lane  theatre,  when  he  was  a  player  at  Edinburgh,  and  alfo  of  old  Mr. 
3heridan.    Johnfon  faid  to  me,  '«  Sir,  your  pronunciation  is  not  offenfivc/* 
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With  this  xonceffion  I  was  pretty  well  fatisficd;  and  let  me  give  my  country-  '772. 
men  of  North-Britain  an  advice  not  to  aim  at  abfolutc  perfeftion  in  this  refpeft ;  j£^u  6$* 
not  to  ^fptok  High  Englifhy  as  we  are  apt  to  call  what  is  far  removed  from  the 
Scotch^  but  which  is  by  no  means  good  Englifli,  and  makes  "  the  fools  who 
ufe  it/*  truly  ridiculous^.  Good  Englifh  is  plain,  eafy,  and  fmooth  in  the 
mouth  of  an  unafFedbcd  Englifh  gendeman.  A  ftudied  and  faftitious  pronun- 
ciation, which  requires  perpetual  attention,  and  impofes  perpetual  conftraint, 
is  exceedingly  difgufting.  A  fmall  intermixture  of  provincial  peculiarities 
may,  perhaps,  have  an  agreeable  efFeft,  as  the  notes  of  different  birds  concur 
in  the  harmony  of  the  grove,  and  pleafc  more  than  if  they  were  all  exaftly 
alike,  I  could  name  fome  gendemen  of  Ireland,  to  whom  a  flight  proportion 
of  the  accent  and  recitative  of  that  country  is  an  advantage.  The  fame 
obfervation  will  apply  to  the  gendemen  of  Scodand.  I  do  not  mean  that 
we  fhould  fpeak  as  broad  as  a  certain  profperous  member  of  parliament  from 
that  country  \  though  it  has  been  well  obferved,  that  "  it  has  been  of  no  fmall 
ulc  to  him }  as  it  roufes  the  attention  of  the  Houfc  by  its  uncommonnefs ; 
and  is  equal  to  tropes  and  figures  in  a  good  Englifh  fpeaker."  I  would 
give  as  an  inflance  of  what  I  mean  to  recommend  to  my  countrymen,  the 
pronunciation  of  the  late  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot;  and  may  I  prefunie  to  add 
that  of  the  prefent  Earl  of  Marchmont,  who  told  me,  with  great  good 
humour,  that  the  mafter  of  a  fhop  in  London,  where  he  was  not  known,  faid 
to  him,  "  I  fuppofe,  Sir,  you  are  an  American."  "  Why  fb.  Sir,"  (faid 
his  Lordfhip.)  "  Becaufe,  Sir,  (replied  the  fhopkeeper,)  you  fpeak  neither 
Englifh  nor  Scotch,  but  fbmething  different  from  both,  which  I  conclude  is 
the  language  of  America." 

BoswELL.  "  It  may  be  of  ufe.  Sir,  to  have  a  Diftionary  to  afcertain  the 

pronunciation."     Johnson.    "  Why,   Sir,    my  Diftionary  fhews  you  the 

accents  of  words,  if  you  can  but  remember  them."     Boswell.  <^  But,  Sir, 

we  want  marks  to  afcertain  the  pronunciation  of  the  vowels.     Sheridan,  I 

believe,  has  finifhed  fuch  a  work."     Johnson.  «  Why,  Sir,  confider  how 

much  eafier  it  is  to  learn  a  language  by  the  ear,  than  by  any  marks.  Sheridan's 

Diftionary  may  do  very  well  j  but  you  cannot  always  carry  it  about  with  you : 

and,  when  you  want  the  word,  you  have  not  the  Diftionary.    It  is  like  a  man 

ivho  has  a  fword  that  will  not  draw.     It  is  an  admirable  fword,  to  be  fure : 

but  while  your  enemy  is  cutting  your  throat,  you  are  unable  to  ufe  it.     Befides, 

Sir,  what  entitles  Sheridan  to  fix  the  pronunciation  of  Englifh  ?     He  has,  in 

tlie  firft  place,  the  difadvantage  of  being  an  Irifhman :  and  if  he  fays  he  will 
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fix  it  after  the  example  of  the  beft  company,  why  they  diflfer  among  them- 
felvcs.  I  remember  an  inftance :  when  I  publifhed  the  Plan  for  my  feiftiohary. 
Lord  Chefterfield  told  me  that  the  word  great  fhould  be  pronounced  fo  as  ta 
rhyme  to  ft  at e\  and  Sir  William  Young  fent  me  word  that  it  Ihould  be  pro- 
nounced fo  as  to  rhyme  to  feat ^  and  that  none  but  an  Irifhntian  would  pronounce 
it  grait.  Now  here  were  two  men  of  the  higheft  rank,  the  one,  the  beft 
{peaker  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords^  the  other,  the  beft  fpeaker  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  differing  entirely/' 

I  again  vifited  him  at  night.     Finding  him  in  a  very  good  humour,  I  ven- 
tured to  lead  him  to  the  fubjeft  of  our  fituation  in  a  future  ftate,  having  much 
curiofity  to  know  his  notions  on  that  point.     Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  an  unembodied  Ipirit  will  confift  in  a  confcioufiiefs  of  the  fevour  of 
God,  in  the  contemplation  of  truth,  and  in  the  poilefllon  of  felicitating  ideas.*' 
BoswELL.  "  But>  Sir,  is  there  any  harm  in  our  forming  to  ourfelves  conjee-- 
tures  as  to  the  particulars  of  our  happinefs,  though  the  fcripture  has  faid  but 
very  litde  on  the  lubjeft  ?     *  We  know,  not  what  we  ftiall  be.'*    Johnson* 
•^  Sir>  there  is  no  harm*     What  philofophy  fuggefts  to  us  on  this  topick  is 
probable :  what  fcripture  tells  us  is  certain.     Dr.  Henry  More  has  carried  it 
as  far  as  philofophy  can.    You  may  buy  both  his  theological  and  pTiilofophical 
works  in  two  volumes  folio,  for  about  eight  fhillings."     Boswell.  ^'  One  of 
the  moft  pleafing  thoughts  is>  that  we  fliall  fee  our  friends  again."     Jqhnson, 
"  Yes^  Sir ;  but  you  mufl  confider,  that  when  we  are  become  purely  rational, 
many  of  our  friendfhips  will  be  cut  off.     Many  friendfliips.  are  formed  by  a 
community  of  fenfual  pleafures :  all  thefe  will  be  cut  off.     We  form  many 
friendfhips  with  bad  men,  becaufe  they  have  agreeable  qualities,  and  they  can 
bq  ufeful  to  us  j  but,  after  death,  they  can  no  longer  be  of  ulc  to  us.     "We 
form  many  friendfhips  by  miflake,  imagining  people  to  be  different  from  what 
they  really  are.     After  death,  we  fhall  fee  every  one  in  a  true  light.     Then, 
Sir,  they  talk  of  our  meeting  our  relations :  but  then  all  relarionfhJp  is  diA 
fblved  i  and  we  fhall  have  no  regard  for  one  perfon  more  than  another,  but 
for  their  real  value.    However,  we  fhall  either  have  the  latisfaftion  of  meeting 
our  friends,  or  be  fatisfied  without  meeting  them."     Boswell.  **  Yet,  Sir,  we 
fee  in  fcripture  that  Dives  flill  retained  an  anxious  concern  about  his  brethren.'* 
Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  we  mufl  either  fuppofe  that  paffage  to  be  metapho- 
rical, or  hold  with  many  divines,  and  all  the  Purgatorians,  that  departed  fouls 
do  not  all  at  once  arrive  at  the  utmoft  perfeftion  of  which  they  are  capable.'* 
Boswell.    "  I  think.   Sir,  that  is  a  very  rational  fuppofidon.'*    Johnson*. 
"  Why  yes.  Sir ;  but  we  do  not  know  it  is  a  trw  one.     There  is  no  harm  in 
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befieving  it:  but  you  muft  not  compel  others  to  malce  it  an  article  of  faith,      »772- 
for  it  is  not  revealed."     Boswell.  «  Do  you  think.  Sir,  it  is  wrong  in  a  man  ^JJJf^ 
who  holds  the  dodlrinc  of  purgatory,  to  pray  for  the  fouls  of  his  deceafed 
I  friends  ?"    Johnson.  "  Why  no.  Sir."     Boswell.  *'  I  have  been  told,  that 

in  the  liturgy  of  the  Epifcopal  Church  of  Scotland,  there  was  a  form  of 
pn^yer  for  the  dead."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  it  is  not  in  the  liturgy  which  Laud 
framed  for  the  Epifcopal  Church  of  Scotland :  if  there  is  a  liturgy  older  than 
that,  I  fhould  be  glad  to  fee  it."  Boswell.  "  As  to  our  employment  in  a 
future  ftate,  the  facred  writings  fay  litde.  •  The  Revelation,  however,  of  St. 
John  gives  us  many  ideas,  and  particularly  mentions  mufick."  Johnson. 
"  Why,  Sir,  ideas  muft  be  given  you  by  means  of  fomething  which  you 
know :  and  as  to  mufick,  there  are  fome  philofophers  and  divines  who  have 
maintained  that  we  ihall  not  be  fpiritualifed  to  fuch  a  degree,  but  that  fbme- 
daing  of  matter,  very  much  refined,  will  remain.  In  that  cafe,  mufick  may 
make  a  part  of  our  future  felicity/' 

Boswell.  "  I  do  not  know  whether  there  are  any  well-attefted  ftories  of  the 
appearance  of  ghofts.  You  know  there  is  a  famous  ftory  of  the  appearance 
of  Mrs.  Veal,  prefixed  to  *  Drelincourt  on  Death."  Johnson.  "  I  believe. 
Sir,  that  is  given  up.  I  believe  the  woman  declared  upon  her  death-bed  that 
it  was  a  lie."  Boswell.  '^  This  objeflion  is  made  againft  the  truth  of  ghofts 
appearing :  that  if  they  are  in  a  ftate  of  happinefs>  it  would  be  a  punilhment 
to  them  to  return  to  this  world  j  and  if  they  are  in  a  ftate  of  mifcry,  it 
would  be  giving  them  a  reipite."  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  as  the  happinefs  or 
mifery  of  unembodied  Ipirits  does  not  depend  upon  place,  but  is  intelle<5lual, 
we  cannot  fay  that  they  are  lefe  happy  or  lels  miferable  by  appearing  upon 
earth." 

We  went  down  between  twelve  and  one  to  Mrs.  Williams'js  room,  and 
drank  tea.  I  mentioned  that  we  were  to  have  the  remains  of  Mr.  Gray,  in 
profe  and  yerfe,  publilhed  by  Mr.  Mafon.  Johnson.  "  !  think  we  have  had 
Enough  of  Gray.  I  fee  they  have  publilhed  a  fplendid  edition  of  Akenfide's 
works.  One  bad  Ode  may  be  fufFered,  but  a  number  of  them  together  makes 
one  fick."  Boswell.  "  Akenfide's  diftinguiftied  poem  is  his  *  Pleafures  of 
the  Imagination :'  but,  for  my  part,  I  never  could  admire  it  lb  much  as  moft 
people  do."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  I  tould  not  read  it  through,"  Boswell.  "  I 
have  read  it  through ;  but  I  did  not  find  any  great  power  in  it." 

I  mentioned  Elwal,  the  heretick,  whofe  trial  Sir  John  Pringle  had  given 
me  to  read.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  Mr.  Elwal  was,  I  think,  an  ironmonger  at 
"Wolverhampton  >  and  he  had  a  mind  to  make  himfelf  famous,  by  being  the  ^ 
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founder  of  a  new  left,  which  he  wifhed  much  Ihould  be  called  JEJiwaUiaml 
He  held,  that  every  thing  in  the  Old  Teftament  that  was  not  typical,  was  td 
be  of  perpetual  obfervance ;  and  fo  he  wore  a  ribband  in  the  plaits  of  his' 
coat,  and  he  alfo  wore  a  beard.  I  remember  I  had  the  honour  of  dining  in 
company  with  Mr.  Elwal.  There  was  one  Barter,  a  miller,  who  wrote  againfl: 
him  i  and  fo  you  had  ^  The  Controverfy  between  Mr.  Elwal  and  Mr. 
Barter/  Tatry  to  make  himfclf  diftinguifhed,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  King 
George  the  Second,  challenging  him  to  dilpute  with  him,  in  which  he  laid, 
*  George,  if  you  be  afraid  to  come  by  yourfelf,  to  dilpute  with  a  poor  old 
man,  you  may  bring  a  thoufand  of  your  ^/^r^-guards  with  you  j  and  if  you 
fhould  ftill  be  afraid,  you  may  bring  a  thoufand  of  your  r^<j/-guards/  The 
letter  had  fomething  of  the  impudence  of  Junius  to  our  prefent  King.  But 
the  men  of  Wolverhampton  were  not  fo  inflammable  as  the  Common  Council 
of  London  \  fo  Mr.  Elwal  failed  in  his  fcheme  of  making  himfclf  a  man  of 
great  confequence.'* 

On  Tuefday,  March  31,  he  and  I  dined  at  General  Paoli*s.  A  quelHon 
was  ftarted,  whether  the  ftatc  of  marriage  was  natural  to  man.  Johnson. 
**^  Sir,  it  is  fo  far  from  being  natural  for  a  man  and  woman  to  live  in  a  ftate 
of  marriage,  that  we  -find  all  the  motives  which  they  have  for  remaining  in 
that  conneftion,  and  the  reftraints  which  civilifed  fociety  impofes  to  prevent 
feparation,  are  hardly  fufficient  to  keep  them  together."  The  General  laid,  that 
in  a.  ftate  of  nature  a  man  and  woman  uniting  together  would  form  a  llrong 
and  conftant  aflfeftion,  by  the  mutual  pleafure  each  would  receive  i  and  that 
the  fame  caufes  of  diflention  would  not  arife  between  them,  as  occur  between 
hulband  and  wife  in  a  civilifed  ftate.  Johnson.  "  Sh-,  they  would  have  diflen- 
tions  enough,  though  of  another  kind.  One  would  choofe  to  go  a  hunting 
in  this  woodi  the  other  in  that ;  one  would  choofe  to  go  a  fifliing  in  this  lake, 
the  other  in  that  j  or,  perhaps,  one  would  choofe  to  go  a  hunting,  when  the 
other  would  choofe  to  go  a  filhing ;  and  fo  they  would  part.  Befides,  Sir^^ 
a  favage  man  and  a  favage  woman  meet  by  chance  5  and  when  the  man  fees 
another  wonman  that  pleafes  him  better,  he  will  leave  the  firft." 

We  then  fell  into  a  difcjuifirion  whether  there  is  any  beauty  independent  of 
utility.  The  General  maintained  there  was  not.  Dr.  Johnfon  maintained  that 
there  was  j  and  he  inftanced  a  coflfee-cup  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  the 
painting  of  which  was  of  no  real  ufe,  as  the  cup  would  hold  the  coffee- 
equally  well  if  plain  j  yet  the  painting  was  beautiflil. 

We  talked  of  the  ftrange  cuftom  of  Iwearing  in  converfation.  The  General 
feid;^  that  all  barbarous  nations  fwore  from  a  certain  violence  of  temper,  that 

coukl 
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could  not  be  confined  to  cardi,    but  was  always  reaching  at  the  powers      '77*- 
above.     He  faid,  too,  that  there  was  greater  variety  of  fwearing,  in  propor*  ^[jJT^t! 
tion  as  there  was  a  greater  variety  of  religious  ceremonies. 

Dr.  Johnfon  went  home  with  me  to  my  lodgings  in  Conduit-ftreet  and 
drank  tea,  previous  to  our  going  to  the  Pantheon,  which  neither  of  us  had  fcen 
before. 

He  laid,  "  Goldfmith's  Life  of  Parnell  is  poor ;  not  that  it  is  poorly  written, 
but  that  he  had  poor  materials :  for  nobody  can  write  the  life  of  a  man,  but 
thoie  who  have  eat  and  drunk  and  lived  in  focial  intercourfe  with  him.*' 

I  laid,  ^that  if  it  was  not  troublefome  and  prefuming  too  much,  I  would 
requeft  him  to  tell  me  all  the  litde  circumftances  of  his  life  5  what  fchools  he 
attended,  when  he  came  to  Oxford,  when  he  came  to  London,  &c.  &c.  He 
did  not  difapprove  of  my  curiofity  as  to  thefe  particulars  5  but  faid,  *^  They'll 
come  out  by  degrees  as  we  talk  together." 

He  cenfured  Ruff  head's  Life  of  Pope  j  and  faid,  "  he  knew  nothing  of  Pope> 
and  nothing  of  poetry.*'  He  prailed  Dr.  Jofeph  Warton's  Effay  on  Pope ;  but 
faid,  he  fuppofed  we  Ihould  have  no  more  of  it,  as  die  authour  had  not  been 
able  to  perfuade  the  world  to  think  of  Pope  as  he  did.  Boswell.  - "  Why, 
Sir,  Ihould  that  prevent  him  from  continuing  his  work  ?  He  is  an  ingenious 
Counfel,  who  has  made  the  moll  of  his  caufe :  he  is  not  obliged  to  gain  it.'* 
JoHNSON^..  *^  But,  Sir,  there  is  a  difference  when  the  caufe  is  of  a  man's  own 
making." 

We  talked  of  the  proper  ufe  of  riches.  Johnson.  "  If  I  were  a  man  of 
a  great  eltate,  I  would  drive  all  the  rafcals  whom  I  did  not  like  out  of  the 
county  at  an  eleftion." 

I  alked  him  how  far  he  thought  wealth  Ihould  be  employed  in  holpitality* 

Johnson.  "  You  are  to  confider  that  ancient  holpitality,  of  which  we  hear  fo 

much,  was  in  an  uncommercial  country,  when  men  being  idle,  were  glad  to 

be  entertained  at  rich  men's  tables.     But  in  a  commercial  country,  a  bufy 

country,   time  becomes  precious,  and  therefore  hofpitality  is  not  fo  much 

valued.     No  doubt  there  is  ftill  room,  for  a  certain  degree  of  it ;  and  a  man 

has  a  fatisfaftion  in  feeing  his  friends  eating  and  drinking  around  him.     But 

promifcuous  hofpitality  is  not  the  way  to  gain  real  influence.     You  muft  help 

ibme  people  at  table  before  others  j  you  muft  alk  Ibme  people  how  they  like 

their  wine  oftener  than  others.     You  therefore  offend  more  people  than  you 

pleafe.     You  are  like  the  French  ftatefman,   who  faid,  when  he  granted  a 

favour,  «  y  at  fait  dix  mecontens  ^t  uningraf.'     Befides,  Sir,  being  entertained 

ever  fo  well  at  a  man's  table,  imprcffes  no  lafting  regard  or  cfteem.    No* 

Sir> 
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Sir,  the  way  to  make  fure  of  power  and  infkience  is,  by  lending  money 
confidentially  to  your  neighbours  at.  a  fmall  intacreft,  or,  perhaps,  at  no  intereft 
.at  all,  and  having  their  bonds  in  your  poflcffion,"  Boswbll,  **  May  not  3 
man.  Sir,  employ  his  riches  to  advantage  in  educathag  young  men  of  merit  ?" 
Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir,  if  diey  fell  in  your  way;  but  if  it  is  underftood  that 
you  patronife  young  men  of  merit,  you.  will  be  harrafled  with  folicitations. 
You  will  have  numbers  forced  upon  you  who  have  no  merit  -,  fomc  will  force 
them  up(Mi  you  from  miftaken  partiality ;  and  fome  from  downright  interefted 
motives,  without  fcruple  j  and  you  will  be  dilgraced, 

«  Were  1  a  rich  man,  I  would  propagate  all  kinds  of  trees  that  will  grow  in 
the  open  air.  A  green-houfe  is  childifh*  I  would  introduce  foreign  animals 
into  the  country ;  for  inftance,  the  rein-deer*." 

The  converfarion  now  turned  on  critical  fubjeds.  Johnson.  *^  Bayes,  in 
■*  The  Rehearfal,*  is  a  mighty  filly  character.  If  it  was  intended  to  be  like  a 
particular  man,  it  could  only  be  diverting  while  that  man  was  remembered. 
%ut  I  queftion  whether  it  was  meant  for  Dryden,  as  has  been  reported ;  for  we 
know  fome  of  the  pafTages  faid  to  be  ridiculed,  were  written  fince  the 
Rehearfal ;  at  leaft  a  paflage  mentioned  in  the  Preface  is  of  a  later  date.*'  I 
maintained  that  it  had  merit  as  a  general  latire  on  the  felf-importance  of 
dramatick  authours.    But  even  in  this  light  he  held  it  very  cheap. 

We  then  walked  to  the  Pantheon.  The  firft  view  of  it  did  not  ftrike  us  fo 
much  as  Ranelagh,  of  which  he  faid,  the  coup  d'oeil  was  the  fineft  thing  he 
had  ever  feen.  The  truth  is,  Ranelagh  is  of  a  more  beautifol  form  j  more  of 
it,  or  rather  indeed  the  whole  rotunduy  appears  at  once,  and  it  is  better  lighted. 
However^  as  Johnfon  obferved,  we  faw  the  Pantheon  in  time  of  mourning, 
when  there  was  a  dull  uniformity ;  whereas  we  had  feen  Ranelagh  when  the 
view  was  enlivened  with  a  gay  profufion  of  colours.  Mrs.  Bofville,  of  Gun- 
jthwait,  in  Yorkfliire,  joined  us,  and  entered  into  convcrfation  with  us.  Jdinfon 
faid  to  me  afterwards,  "  Sir,  this  is  a  mighty  intelligent  lady.'* 

I  faid  there  was  not  half  a  guinea's  worth  of  pleafure  in  feeing  this  place. 
Johnson.  "  But,  Sir,  there  is  half  a  guinea's  worth  of  inferiority  to  other 
people  in  not  having  feen  it."  Boswell.  "  I  doubt,  Sir,  whether  there  are 
many  happy  people  here."  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir,  there  are  many  happy 
people  here.  There  are  many  people  here  who  arc  watching  hundreds,  and 
who  think  hundreds  are  watching  them." 

*  This  projedl  has  iince  been  lealifed.  Sir  Henry  Liddel,  who  made  a  fpirited  tour  into 
Lapland,  brought  two  rein-deer  to  his  eftate  in  Northumberland^  where  they  bred ;  but  the  race 
has  unfortunately  perilhed. 

Happening 
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Happening  to  meet  Sir  Adam  Fcrguflbn,  I  prefented  htm  to  Dr.  Johnfon.      i??^- 
Sir  Adam  expreffed  fomc  apprehenfion  that  the  Pantheon  would  encourage  ]^tat'  63! 
luxury.     "  Sir,  (faid  Johnfon,)  I  am  a  great  friend  to  publick  amufements ; 
for  they  keep  people  from  vice.     You  now  (addrefling  himfelf  to  me,)  would 
have  been  with  a  wench,  had  you  not  been  "here.     O !  I  forgot  you  were 
married."  ^ 

Sir  Adam  fuggefted,  that  luxury  corrupts  a  people,  and  deftroys  the  fpirit 
of  liberty.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  that  is  all  vifionary.  I  would  not  give  half  a 
guinea  to  live  under  one  form  of  government  rather  than  another.  It  is  of  .^ 
no  moment  to  the  happinefs  of  an  individual.  Sir,  the  danger  of  the  abufe 
of  power  is  nothing  to  a  private  man.  What  Frenchman  is  prevented  from 
pafling  his  life  as  he  pleafes  ?"  Sir  Adam.  "  But,  Sir,  in  the  Britifh  confti- 
tution  it  is  furely  of  importance  to  keep  up  a  Ipirit  in  the  people,  lb  as  to 
preferve  a  balance  againft  the  crown."  Johnson.  *^  Sir,  I  perceive  you  are 
a  vile  Whig.— Why  all  this  childifti  jealoufy  of  the  power  of  the  crown  ?  The 
crown  has  not  power  enough.  When  I  fay  that  all  governments  are  alike,  I 
confider  that  in  no  government  power  can  be  abufed  long*  Mankind  will  not 
bear  it.  If  a  fovereign  oppreffes  his  people  to  a  great  degree,  they  will  rife 
and  cut  off  his  head.  There  is  a  remedy  in  human  nature  againft  tyranny, 
that  will  keep  us  fafe  under  every  form  of  government.  Had  not  the  people 
of  France  thought  themfelves  honoured  as  Iharing  in  the  brilliant  aftions  of 
the  reign  of  Lewis  XIV.  they  would  not  have  endured  him ;  and  we  may  fay 
the  fame  of  the  King  of  Pruffia*s  people."  Sir  Adam  introduced  the  ancient 
Greeks  and  Romans.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  the  mafs  of  both  of  them  were  bar- 
barians. The  mafs  of  every  people ,  muft  be  barbarous  where  there  is  no 
printing,  and  confequently  knowledge  is  not  generally  difiufed.  Knowledge 
is  diffufed  among  our  people  by  the  newlpapers."  Sir  Adam  mentioned  the 
orators,  poets,  and  artifts  of  Greece.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  I  am  talking  of  the 
mafs  of  the  people.  We  fee  even  what  the  boafted  Athenians  were.  The 
little  effeft  which  Demofthenes*s  orations  had  upon  them,  fhews  that  they  were 
barbarians." 

Sir  Adam  was  unlucky  in  his  topicks ;  for  he  fuggefted  a  doubt  of  the  pro* 
priety  of  Bifhops  having  feats  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  Johnson*  "  How  fo> 
Sir  ?  Who  is  more  proper  for  having  the  dignity  of  a  peer,  than  a  Bifhop, 
provided  a  Bifliop  be  what  he  ought  to  be ;  and  if  improper  Bifhops  be 
made,  that  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Bifhops,  but  of  thofe  who  make  them." 

On  Sunday,  April  5,  after  attending  divine  fervice  at  St.  Paul's  church,  I 
found  him  alone.     Of  a  fchoolmaftcr  of  his  acquaintance,  a  native  of  Scot- 
land^ 
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1 772*  land,  he  faid,  ^*  He  has  a  great  deal  of  good  about  him ;  but  he  is  alfo  very 
^tat.  65 .  defedive  in  fome  refpefts.  His  inner  part  is  good,  but  his  outer  part  is 
mighty  aukward.  You  in  Scotland  do  not  attain  that  nice  critical  (kill  in 
languages,  which  we  get  in  our  fchools  in  England.  I  would  not  put  a  boy 
to  him,  whom  I  intended  for  jsl  man  of  learning.  But  for  the  fons  of  citizens, 
who  are  to  learn  a  little,  get  good  morals,  and  then  go  to  trade,  Tae  may  do 
very  well." 

I  mentioned  a  caufe  in  which  I  had  appeared  as  counfel  at  the  bar  of  the 
General  Aflenribly  of  die  Church  of  Scodand,  where  a  Probationer j  (as  one 
Jicenfed  to  preach,  but  not  yet  ordained,  is  called,)  was  oppofed  in  his  appli- 
cation to  be  indudted,  becaufe  it  was  alledged  that  he  had  been  guilty  of 
fornication  five  years  before.  Johnson,  ^'  Why,  Sir,  if  he  has  repented,  it 
is  not  a  fufficient  objeftion.  A  man  who  is  good  enough  to  go  to  heaven,  is 
good  enough  to  be  a  clergyman."  This  was  a  humane  and  liberal  fentiment. 
But  the  charafter  of  a  clergyman  is  more  facred  than  that  of  an  ordinary 
Chriftian.  As  he  is  to  inftruft  with  authority,  he  fhould  be  regarded  with 
reverence,  as  one  upon  whom  divine  truth  has  had  the  efFedt  to  fet  him  above 
fuch  tranfgreflions,  as  men  leis  exalted  by  Ipiritual  habits,  and  yet  upon  the 
whole  not  to  be  excluded  from  heaven,  have  been  betrayed  into  by  the  predo- 
minance of  pafTion.  That  clergymen  may  be  confidered  as  finners  in  general, 
as  all  men  arc,  cannot  be  denied ;  but  this  rePedtion  will  not  counteraft  their 
good  precepts  fo  much,  as  the  abfblute  knowledge  of  their  having  been  guilty 
of  certain  fpecifick  immoral  afts.  I  told  him,  that  by  the  rules  of  the  Church 
of  Scodand,  in  their  **  Book  of  Difcipline,"  if  2L/candal,  as  it  is  called,  is  not 
profecuted  for  five  years,  it  cannot  afterwards  be  proceeded  upon,  "  unlefs  it  be 
cf  a  heinous  nature,  or  again  become  fiagrant ;"  and  that  hence  a  queftion 
arofe,  whether  fornication  was  a  fin  of  a  heinous  nature  j  and  that  I  had  main- 
tained, that  it  did  not  deferve  that  epithet,  in  as  much  as  it  was  not  one  of 
thofe  fins  which  argue  very  great  depravity  of  heart :  in  fliort,  was  not,  in  the 
general  acceptation  of  mankind,  a  heinous  fin.  Johnson.  **  No,  Sir,  it  is 
not  a  heinous  fin.  A  heinous  fin  is  that  for  which  a  man  is  punifhed  with 
death  or  banilhment/'  Boswell.  ^'  But,  Sir,  after  I  had  ai^ed  that  it  was 
not  a  heinous  fin,  an  old  clergyman  rofe  up,  and  repeating  the  text  of 
fcripture  denouncing  judgement  againft  whoremongers,  aflced,  whether,  con- 
fidering  this,  there  could  be  any  doubt  of  fomication  being  a  heinous  fin, 
Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  obferve  the  word  whoremonger.  Every  fin,  if  per- 
J&fted  in,  will  become  heinous.  Whoremonger  is  a  dealer  in  whores,  as 
ironmonger  is  a  dealer  in  iron.    But  as  you  don't  call  a  man  an  ironmonger  for 
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fcuying  and  felling  a  pen-knife ;  fo  you  don't  call  a  man  a  whoremonger  for 
getting  one  wench  with  child." 

I  fpoke  of  the  inequality  of  the  livings  of  the  clergy  in  England,  and  the 
icanty  provifions  of  Ibme  of  the  Curates.  Johnson.  "  Why,  yes.  Sir;  but 
it  cannot  be  helped.  You  muft  confider,  that  the  revenues  of  the  clergy  are 
not  at  the  difpofal  of  the  ftate,  like  the  pay  of  the  army.  DifFerent  men 
have  founded  different  churches  j  and  fome  are  better  endowed,  fome  worie. 
The  State  cannot  interfere  and  make  an  equal  divifion  of  what  has  been  par*- 
ticularly  appropriated.  Now  when  a  clergyman  has  but  a  fmall  living,  or 
even  two  fmall  livings,  he  can  afford  very  little  to  a  Curate." 

He  faid,  he  went  more  frequently  to  church  when  there  were  prayers  only, 
than  when  there  was  alfo  a  fermon,  as  the  people  required  more  an  example 
for  the  one  than  the  other  i  it  being  much  eafier  for  them  to  hear  a  fermon, 
than  to  fix  their  minds  on  prayer. 

Gn  Monday,  April  6,  I  dined  with  him  at  Sir  Alexander  Macdonald's, 
where  was  a  young  officer  in  the  regimentals  of  the  Scots  Royal,  who  talked 
with  a  vivacity,  fluency,  and  precifion  fo  uncommon,  that  he  attrafted  parti* 
cular  attention.  He  proved  to  be  the  Honourable  ThomasiErfkine,  youngeft 
brother  to  the  Earl  of  Buchan,  who  has  fincc  rifen  into  .foch  brilliant  repu- 
tation at  the  bar  in  Weflminfter-hall. 

Fielding  being  mentioned,  Jj^hnfon  exclaimed, .  ^^  he  was  a  blockhead  j"  and 
upon  my  expreffing  my  aftonifhment  at  fo  ftrange  an  aflertion,  he  faid,  "  What 
I  mean  by  his  being  a  blockhead  is,  that  he  was  a  barren  rafcal."  Boswell. 
'*  Will  you  not  allow.  Sir,  that  he  draws  very  natural  piftures  of  human 
life  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  it  is  of  very  low  life.  Richardfon  ufed  to  fay, 
that  had  he  not  koown  who  Fielding  was,  he  fhould  have  believed  he  was  an 
oftlef.  Sir,  there  is  more  knowledge  of  the  heart  in  one  letter  of  Richardfon's, 
than  in  all  ^Tom  Jones.'  I,  indeed,  never  read  *  Jofeph  Andrews."  Erskine, 
**  Surely,  Sir,  Richardlbn  is  very  tedious."  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  if  you 
were  to  read  Richardfon  for  the  ftory,  your  impatience  would  be  fo  much 
fretted,  that  you  would  hang  yourfelf.  But  you  muft  read  him  for  the  fenti- 
ment,  and  confider  the  ftory  as  only  giving  occafion  to  die  fentiment."— I 
have  already  given  my  opinion  of  Fielding  j  but  I  cannot  refrain  from  repeating 
here  my  wonder  at  Johnfon's  excefTive  and  unaccountable  depreciarion  of  one 
of  the  beft  writers  that  England  has  produced.  '^  Tom  Jones"  has  ftood 
the  teft  of  publick  opinion  with  fuch  fuccefs,  as  to  have  eftablifhed  its  great 
merit,  both  for  the  ftory,  the  fentiments,  and  the  manners,  and  alfo  the 
varieties  of  diftjon,  fo  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  its  having  an  animated  truth  of 
execution  throughout. 

B  b  b  A  book 
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A  book  of  travels,  lately  publifhcd  under  the  title  of  Coriat  JunioTy  and 
written  by  Mr.  Paterlbn,  the  audtionecr,  was  mentioned.  Johnfbn  laid,  this 
book  was  an  imiution  of  Sterne,  and  not  of  Coriat,  whofe  name  Paterfon 
had  chofen  as  a  whimfical  one.  "  Tom  Coriat,  (faid  he,)  was  a  humourift 
about  the  court  of  James  the  Firft.  He  had  a  mixture  of  learning,  of  wi^ 
and  of  buffoonery.  He  firft  travelled  through  Europe,  and  publifhed  his 
travels.  He  afterwards  travelled  on  foot  through  Afia,  and  had  made  many 
remarks  j  but  he  died  at  Mandoa,  and  his  remarks  were  loft." 

We  talked  of  gaming,  and  animadverted  on  it  with  feverity.  Johnson* 
*'  Nay,  gentlemen,  let  us  not  aggravate  the  matter.  It  is  not  roguery  to 
play  with  a  man  who  is  ignorant  of  the  game,  while  you  are  mafter  of  it, 
and  fo  win  his  money ;  for  he  thinks  he  can  play  better  than  you,  as  yon 
think  you  can  play  better- than  hej  and  the  fuperiour  fkill  *  carries  it/' 
Erskine.  "  He  is  a  fool,  but  you  arc  not  a  rogue."  Johnson.  «  That's 
much  about  the  truth.  Sir.  It  muft  be  confidered,  that  a  man  who  only  does 
what  every  one  of  the  fociety  to  which  he  belongs  would  do,  is  not  a  difl. 
honeft  man.  In  the  republick  of  Sparta  it  was  agreed,  that  ftealing  was  not 
diftionourable,  if)  iwt  difcovered.  I  do  not  commend  a  fociety  where  there  is 
an  agreement  thi»^what  would  not  otherwife  be  fair,  fliall  be  fair ;  but  I  main- 
tain, that  an  individual  of  any  fociety,  who  praftifes  what  is  allowed,  is  not 
a  difhoneft  man."  Boswell.  *^  So  then.  Sir,  you  do  not  think  ill  of  a  man 
who  wins  perhaps  forty  thoufand  pounds  in  a  winter  ?"  Johnson.  «*  Sir,  I 
do  not  call  a  gamefter  a  diftioneft  man  i  but  I  call  him  an  unfbcial  man,  an 
unprofitable  man.  Gaming  is»  a  mode  of  transferring  property  without 
producing  any  intermediate  good.  Trade  gives  employment  to  numbers,  arid 
fo  produces  intermediate  good." 

Mr.  Erflcine  told  us,  that  when  he  was  in  die  ifland  of  Minorca,  he 
not  only  read  prayers,  but  preached  two  fermons  to  the  regiment.  He 
fcemed  to  objeft  t<^  the  paflage  in  fcripturc  where  we  are  told  that  the 
angel  of  the  Lord  fmbte  in  one  night  forty  thoufand  AfTyrians.  "  Sir,  (faid 
Johnlbn,)  you  fhould  recoDedt  that  there  was  a  fupernatural  interpofition  *,  they 
were  dcftroyed  by  pcftilencp.  You  are  not  to  fuppofc  that  the  angel  of  the 
Lord  went  about  and  (tabbed  each  of  them  with  a  dagger,  or  knocked  them 
on  the  head,  min  by  man."  ♦ 

After  Mr.  Erlkine  was  gone,  a  difcufCon  took  place,  whether  the  pre- 
fent  Earl  of  Buchan,  when  Lord  Cardrofs,  did  right  to  refufe  to  go  Secre- 
tary of  the  Embafly  to  Spain,  when  Sir  James  Gray,  a  man  of  inferiour 
rank,   went  Ambaffadour.     Dr.  Johnfon  faid,   that  perhaps  in  point  of 

J  intereft 


f 


THE    LIFEOF    DR.    JOHNSON.  371 

intcreft  he  did  wrong ;  but  in  point  of  dignity  he  did  well.  Sir  Alexander  »77*- 
infifted  that  he  was  wrong,  and  faid  that  Mr.  Pitt  intended  it  as  an  advan-  jEtau  61! 
ta^ous  thing  for  him.  "  Why,  Sir,  (faid  Johnfon,)  Mr.  Pitt  might  think 
it  an  advantageous  thing  for  him  to  make  him  a  vintner,  and  get  him  all  the 
Pvortugal  trade;  but  he  would  have  demeaned  himfelf  ftrangely  had  he 
accepted  of  fuch  a  fituation.  Sir,  had  he  gone  Secretary  while  his  infcriour 
was  Ambafladour,  he  would  have  been  a  traitor  to  his  rank  and  family." 

I  talked  of  the  little  attachment  which  fubfifted  between  near  relations  in 
London.  "  Sir,  (faid  Johnfon,)  in  a  country  fo  commercial  as  ours,  where 
every  man  cin  do  for  himfelf,  there  is  not  fo  much  occafion  for  that  attach- 
ment. No  man  is  thought  the  worfe  of  here,  whofe  brother  was  hanged. 
In  uncommercial  countries,  many  of  the  branches  of  a  family  muft  depend 
on  the  dock;  fo,  in  order  to  make  the  head  of  the  family  take  care  of  them, 
they  are  reprefented  as  connefted  with  his  reputation,  that,  felf-love  being  inte- 
refted,  he  may  exert  himfelf  to  promote  their  intereft.  You  have  firft  large 
circles,  or  clans ;  as  commerce  increafes,  the  connexion  is  confined  to  families. 
By  degrees,  that  too  goes  off,  as  having  become  unnecefTary,  and  there  being 
few  opportunities  of  intercourfc.  One  brother  is  a  merchant  in  the  city,  and 
Wiother  is  an  officer  in  the  guards.  How  little  intercourfc  can  thcfe  two 
have  I " 

I  argued  warmly  for  the  old  feudal  fyftem.  Sir  Alexander  oppofed  it,  and 
talked  of  the  pleafure  of  feeing  all  men  free  and  independent.  Johnson, 
*'  I  agree  with  Mr.  Bofwell  that  there  muft  be  a  high  fatisfaftion  in  being 
a  feudal  Lord  i  but  we  are  to  confider,  that  we  ought  not  to  ^ifh  to  have  a 
number  of  men  unhappy  for  the  fatisfaftion  of  one." — I  maintained  that 
numbers,  namely,  the  vaflTals  or  followers,  were  not  unhappy,  for  that  there 
was  a  reciprocal  fatisfaftion  between  the  Lord  and  them :  he  being  kind  in  his 
authority  over  them  ;  they  being  refpeftful  and  faithful  to  him. 

On  Thurfday,  April  9,  I  called  on  him  to  beg  he  would  go  and  dine  with 
me  at  the  Mitre  tavern.  He  had  refolved  not  to  dine  at  all  this  day,  I  know 
not  for  what  reafon ;  and  I  was  fb  unwilling  to  be  deprive4  of  his  company, 
that  I  was  content  to  fubmit  to  fufFer  a  want,  which  was  at  firft  fomewhat 
painful,  but  he  foon  made  me  forget  it  j  and  a  man  is  always  pleafed  with  him- 
felf when  he  finds  his  intelleftual  inclinations  predominate. 

He  obfervcd,  that  to  reafon  too  philofophically  on  the  nature  of  prayer, 
was  very  unprofitable. 

Talking  of  ghofts,  he  faid,  he  knew  one  friend,  who  was  an  honeft  man 
and  a  fenfible  man,    who  told  him  he  had  feen  a  ghoft,  old  Mr.  Edward 

B  b  b  2  Cave, 
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V7««     Cave,  the  printer  at  St.  John-s  Gate.     He  faid,  Mr.  Cave  did  not  like  to  talk 
JEiat.  63.  of  it,  butfcemed  to  be  in  great  horrour  whenever  it  was  mentioned.   Boswell^ 
"  Pray,.  Sir,  what  did  he  fay  was  the  appearance  ?"     Johnson.  **  Why,  Sir, 
fomething  of  a  jfhadowy  being." 

I  mentioned  witches>  and  a(ked  liim  what  they  properly  meant.  Johnson. 
^  Why,  Sir,  they  properly  mean  thofe  who  make  ufe  of  the  aid  of  evil  fpirits." 
BoswxLL.  ^*  There  is  no  doubt.  Sir,  a  general  report  and  belief  of  their 
having  exifted,"  Johnson,  *^  Sir,  you  have  not  only  the  general  report  and 
belief,  but  you  have  many  voluntary  folemn  confeffions."  He  did  not  affirm 
any  thing  pofitively  upon  a  fubjeft  which  it  is  the  falhion  of  the  times  to  laugh 
at  as  a  matter  of  abfurd  credulity.  He  only  feemed  willing,  as  a  candid 
cnqjuirer  after  truth,  however  ftrange  and  inexplicable,  to  ftiew  that  he  under- 
ftood  what  might  be  urged  for  it  \ 

On  Friday,  April  10,  I  dined  with  him  at  General  O^ethorpe^is,  where  we 
found  Dr.  Goldfinith.. 

.  Armorial  bearings  having  been  mentioned,  Johnfbn  faid,  they  were  as 
ancient  as  the  fiege  of  Thebes,  which  he  proved  by  a  paflage  in  one  of  the 
tragedies  of  Euripides. 

I  ftarted  the  queftion  whether  duelling  was  confiftent  with  moral  duty.  The 
brave  old  General  fired  at  this,  and  faid,  with  a  lofty  air,  "  Undoubtedly  a  man 
has  a  ri^t  to  defend  his  honour."  Goldsmith,  (turning  to  me.)  ''  I  afk  you 
firll.  Sir,  what  you  would  do  if  you  were  affronted  ?"  I  anfwered  I  Ihould 
think  it  neceffary  to  fight.  «  Why  then  (replied  Goldfmith,)  that  folveis  the 
queftion."  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir,  it  does  not  folve  the  queftion.  It  does  not 
follow  that  what  a  man  would  do  is  therefore  right.**  I  faid,  I  wifhed  to  have 
it  fettled,  whether  duelling  was  contrary  to  the  laws  of  Chriftianity.  Johnlbn 
immediately  entered  en  the  fubjeflb,  and  neated  it  in  a  mafterly  manner;  and  fb 
far  as  I  have  been  able  to  recoUedt,  his  thoughts  were  thefe :  '*  Sir,  as  men 
become  in  a  high  degree  refined,  various  caufes  of  offence  arife ;  which  are 
confidered  to  be  of  fuch  importance,  that  li'fe  muft  be  ftaked  to  atone  for 
them,  though  in  reality  they  are  not  fi>.  A  body  that  Jias  received  a  very  fine 
polifh  may  be  eafily  hurt.  Before  men  arrive  at  this  artificial  refinement,  if 
one  tells  his  neighbour  he  lies,  his  neighbour  tells  him  he  lies ;  if  one  gives 
his  neighbour  a  blow,  his  neighbour  gives  him  a  blow:  but  in  a  ftate  of 
highly  polifhed  fociety,  an  affront  is  held  to  be  a  ferious  injury.     It  muft,. 

*  Sec  this  curious  queftion  treated  by  him  with  moft  acute  ability,  '•  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the^ 
Hebrides,"  3d  edit  p.  33.. 

therefore^ 
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dierefbre,  be  refentcd,  or  rather  a  duel  muft  be  fought  upon  it ;  as  men  have     '77** 
agreed  to  banilh  from  their  fociety  one  who  puts  up  with  an  afiront  without  jEtat'  63! 
fighting  a  duel.     Now,  Sir,  it  is  never  unlawful  to  fight  in  felf-defence.    He, 
then,  who  fights  a  duel,  does  not  fight  fi-om  paflion  againft  his  antagonift,  but 
out  of  felf-defence ;  to  avert  the  ftigma  of  the  world,  and  to  prevent  himfelf    ^ 
from  being'  driven  out  of  fociety.     I  could  wilh  that  there  was  not  that  fuper- 
fluity  of  refinement ;    but  while  fuch  notions  prevail^  no  doubt  a  man  may 
lawfully  fight  a  duel.'* 

Let  it  be  remembered,  that  this  juftification  is  applicable  only  to  the  perfon 
who  receives  an  aflFront.     All  mankind  muft  condemn  the  aggreflbr. 

The  General  told  us,  that  when  he  was  a  very  young  man,  I  think  only 
fifteen,  ferving  under  Prince  Eugene  of  Savoy,  he  was  fitting  in  a  company- 
at  table  with  a  Prince  of  Wirtemberg.  The  Prince  took  up  a  glafs  of  wine, 
and,  by  a  fillip,  made  fome  of  it  fly  in  Oglethorpe's  face.  Here  was  a  nice 
dilemma.  To  have  challenged  him  inftantly,  might  have  fixed  a  quarrelfome 
charafter  upon  the  young  foldier :  to  have  taken  no  notice  of  it  might  have 
been  confidered  as  cowardice.  Oglethorpe,  therefore,  keeping  his  eye  upon 
the  Prince,  and  fmiling  all  the  time,  as  if  he  took  what  his  Highnefs  had 
done  in  jeft,  faid,  "  Mm  Prince^ — ^'  (I  forget  the  French  words  he  ufcd,  the 
purport  however  was,)  "  That's  a  good  joke ;  but  we  do  it  much  better  in 
England  j"  and  threw  a  whole  glafs  of  wine  in.  the  Prince's  face.  An  old 
General  who  fat  by,  faid,  "  ria  bienfait.,^  mon  Prince,  vous  Pavez  commence  \^ 
and  thus  all  ended  in  good  humour* 

Dr.  Johnfon  faid,,  "  Pray,  Gieneral,  give  us  an  account  of  the  fiege  of 
Bender."  Upon  which  the  General,  pouring  a  little  wine  upon  the  table, 
defcribed  every  thing  with  a  wet  finger:  "  Here  were  we,  here  were  the 
Turks,"  &c.  &c..    Johnfon  liftened  with  the  clofeft  attention. 

A  queflion  was  flarted,  how  far  people  who  difagree  in  any  capital  point 
can  live  in  friendfhip  together.  Johnfon  faid  they  mfght.  Goldfinith  faid  they 
could  not,  as  they  had  not  the  idem  velle  atque  idem  nolle — ^the  fame  likings  and  the 
fame  averfions.  Johnson,  "  Why,  Sir,  you  muft  fhun  the  fubje<5t  as  to  which 
you  difagree.  For  inftance,  I  can  live  very  well  with  Burke :  I  love  his  know- 
ledge, his  genius,  his  difFufion,  and  affluence  of  converlation ;  but  I  would  not 
talk  to  him  of  the  Rockingham  party."  Goldsmith.  *'  But,  Sir,  when  people 
five  together  who  have  fomething  as  to  which  they  difagree,  and  which  they 
want  to  fhun,  they  will  be  in  the  fituation  mentioned  in  the  ftory  of  Bluebeard ; 
*  You  may  look  into  all  the  chambers  but  one.'  But  we  fliould  have  the 
greateft  inclination  to  look  into  that  chamber,  to  talk  of  that  fubjcft."  Johnson-^ 
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X77Z.     (with  a  loud  voice.)  **  Sir,  I  am  not  faying  that  ^u  could  live  in  friendfhip 
Iffiut.  63!  '^^  ^  "^^^  ^'"^^  whom  you  differ  as  to  fome  point  j   I  am  only  faying  that 
/  could  do  it.     You  put  me  in  mind  of  Sappho  in  Ovid/* 

Goldfmith  told  us,  that  he  was  now  bufy  in  writing  a  natural  hiftory,  and, 
that  he  might  have  full  leifure  for  it,  he  had  taken  lodgings  at  a  farmer*$ 
houfe,  near  to  the  fix  mile-ftone,  on  the  Edgeware-road,  and  had  carried  down 
his  books  in  two  returned  poft-chaifes.  He  laid,  he  believed  the  farmer's 
family  thought  him  an  odd  charafter,  fimilar  to  that  in  which  the  Spe^ator 
appeared  to  his  landlady  and  children  :  he  was  ^he  Gentleman.  Mr.  MicKle, 
the  tranflator  of  "  The  LuGad,"  and  I,  went  to  vifit  him  at  this  place  a  few 
days  afterwards.  He  was  not  at  home  i  but  having  a  curiofity  to  fee  his  apart- 
ment, we  went  in  and  found  curious  fcraps  of  defcription^  of  annuals,  fcrawled 
upon  the  walls  with  a  black  lead  pencil. 

The  fubjeft  of  ghofts  having  been  introduced,  Johnfon  repeated  what  he 
had  told  me  of  a  friend  of  his,  an  honeft  man  and  a  man  of  fenfe,  having 
aflerted  to  him  that  he  had  feen  an  apparition.  Goldfmith  told  us,  he  was 
aflured  by  his  brother,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Goldfmith,  that  he  alfo  had  feen 
one.  General  Oglethoi^  told  us,  that  Pendergraft,  an  ofBcer  in  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough's  army,  had  mentioned  to  many  of  his  friends  that  he  fhould  die 
on  a  particular  day.  That  upon  that  day  a  battle  took  place  with  the  French  j 
that  after  it  was  over,  and  Pendergraft  was  ftill  alive,  his  brother  officers, 
while  they  were  yet  in  the  field,  jeftingly  afked  him  where  was  his  prophecy 
now.  Pendergraft  gravely  anfwered,  "  I  Ihall  die,  notwithftanding  what  you 
fee."  Soon  afterwards  there  came  a  fhot  from  a  French  battery,  to  which  the 
orders  for  a  cefTation  of  arms  had  not  yet  reached,  and  he  was  killed  upon  the 
Ipot.  Colonel  Cecil,  who  took  pofTefTion  of  his  effeifts,  found  in  his  pocket-^- 
book  the  following  folemn  entry : 

[Here  the  date.]  "  Dreamt— or— —~*  Sir  John  Friend  meets  me :" 
(here  the  very  day  on  which  he  was  killed  was  mentioned.)  Pendergraft  had 
been  a  witnefs  againft  Sir  John  Friend,  who  was  executed  for  high  treafbn. 
General  Oglethorpe  faid,  he  was  in  company  with  Colonel  Cecil  when  Pope 
came  and  enquired  into  the  truth  of  this  ftory,  which  made  a  gi'eat  noife  at  the 
time,  and  was  then  confirmed  by  the  Colonel. 

On  Saturday,  April  11,  he  appointed  me  to  come  to  him  in  the  evening, 
when  he  faid  he  fhould  be  at  leifure  to  give  me  fome  affiftance  for  the  defence 

*  Here  was  a  blank*  which  may  be  filled  op  thus :— «*  luas  told  by  an  apparition ;"— ihe  writer 
being  probably  uncertain  whether  he  was  aflecp  or  awake  when  his  mind  was  imprefled  with  the 
^        folemn  prefentiment  with  which  the  fa^  afterwards  happened  fo  wonderfully  to  correfpond, 
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of  HafUe,  the  fchoolmafter  of  Campbelltown,  for  whom  I  was  to  appear  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  When  I  came,  I  found  him  unwilling  to  exert  himfelC  I 
prefled  him  to  write  down  his  thoughts  upon  the  fubjeft.  He  faid,  "  There's 
no  occafion  for  my  writing.  I'll  talk  to  you."  He  was,  however,  at  laft 
prevailed  on  to  diftate  to  me,  while  I  wrote  as  follows : 

**  The  charge  is,  that  he  has  ufcd  immoderate  and  cruel  correftion.  Cor* 
reftion,  in  itfelf,  is  not  cruel  j  children,  being  not  reafonable,  can  be  governed 
only  by  fear.  To  imprcfs  this  fear,  is  therefore  one  of  the  firft  duties  of  thofe 
who  have  the  care  of  children.  It  is  the  duty  of  a  parent ;  and  has  never 
been  thought  inconfiftent  with  parental  tenderncls.  It  is  the  duty  of  a  mafter, 
who  is  in  his  higheft  exaltatidh  when  he  is  loco  parentis.  Yet,  as  good  things 
become  evil  by  excefs,  correftion,  by  being  immoderate,  may  become  cruel. 
But  when  is  corredtion  immoderate?  When  it  is  more  frequent  or  more 
fevere  than  is  required  ad  monendum  et  docendumy  for  reformation  and  inftruc- 
tion.  No  feverity  is  cruel  which  obfldnacy  makes  neccflary ;  for  the  greateft 
cruelty  would  be  to  defift,  and  leave  the  fcholar  too  carelefs  for  inflxudion,  and 
too  much  hardened  for  reproof.  Locke,  in  his  treatife  of  Education,  mentions 
a  mother,  with  applaufe,  who  whipped  an  infant  eight  times  before  fhe  had 
fubdued  it ;  for  had  ftie  Hopped  at  the  feventh  aft  of  correftion,  her  daughter, 
fays  he,  would  have  been  ruined.  The  degrees  of  obftinacy  in  young  minds 
are  very  different ;  as  different  muft  be  the  degrees  of  perfevering  feverity. 
A  ftubborn  fcholar  muft  be  correfted  till  he  is  fubdued.  The  difcipline  of  a 
ichool  is  military.  There  mufl  be  either  unbounded  licence  or  abfolute  autho- 
rity. The  mailer  who  punifhes,  not  only  confults  the  future  happinefs  of  him 
who  is  the  immediate  fubjeft  of  correftion  j  but  he  propagates  obedience 
through  the  whole  fchool,  and  eflablifhes  regularity  by  exemplary  juflicc. 
The  viftorious  obftinacy  of  a  fingle  boy  would  make  his  future  endeavours 
of  reformation  or  inftruftion  totally  inefFedtual.  Obftinacy,  therefore,  muft 
never  be  viftorious.  Yet,  it  is  well  known,  that  there  fometimes  occurs  a 
fullen  and  hardy  refolution,  that  laughs  at  all  common  punifhment,  and  bids 
defiance  to  all  common  degrees  of  pain.  Correftion  ftiuft  be  proportioned 
to  occafions.  The^  flexible  will  be  refotmed  by  gentle  difcipline,  and  the 
refraftory  muft  be  fubdued  by  harfher  methods.  The  degrees  of  fcholafKck, 
as  of  military  punifhment,  no  ftated  rules  can  afcertain.  It  muft  be  enforced 
till  it  overpowers  temptation ;  till  fhibbornnefs  becomes  flexible,  and  perverfe- 
»efs  regular.  Cuftom  and  reafon  have,  indeed,  fet  fome  bounds  to  fcholaftick 
pcnakies.  The  fchoolmafter  inflifts  no  capital  punifliments  j  nor  enforces  his 
cdifts  by  either  death  or  mutilation.    The  civil  law  has  wifely  determined, 
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that  a  matter  who  ftrikes  at  a  fcholar's  eye  Ihall  be  confidered  as  crimlnaL 
But  punilhments,  however  fevere,  that  produce  no  lafting  evil,  may  be  juft 
and  reafonable,  becaufe  they  may  be  necoflary.     Such  have  been  the  punilh- 
ments ufcd  by  the  refpondent.     No  fcholar  has  gone  from  him  either  bhnd  or 
lame,  or  with  any  of  his  limbs  or  powers  injured  or  impaired.     They  were 
irregular,  and  he  punifhed  them :  they  were  obftinate,  and  he  enforced  his 
punifhment.     But,  however  provoked,  he  never  exceeded  the  limits  of  mode- 
ration, for  he  inflifted  nothing  beyond  prefcnt  pain  i  and  how  much  of  that 
was  required,  no  man  is  fo  little  able  to  determine  as  thofe  who  have  deter- 
mined againft  him ;-— the  parents  of  the  offenders. — It  has  been  faid,  that  he 
ufed  unprecedented  and  improper  inftruments  of  correftion.     Of  this  accufa- 
tion  the  meaning  is  not  very  eafy  to  be  found.     No  inftrument  of  correction 
is  more  proper  thah  another,  but  as  it  is  better  adapted  to  produce  prefent 
pain  without  lafting  mifchief.     Whatever  were  his  inftruments,  no  lafting  mif- 
chief  has  cnfued  j  and  therefore,  however  unufual,  in  hands  fo  cautious  they 
were  proper. — It  has  been  objefted,  that  the  relpondent  admits  the  charge  of 
cruelty,  by  producing  no  evidence  to  confute  it.     Let  it  be  confidered,  that 
his  fdiolars  are  either  difperfed  at  large  in  the  world,  or  continue  to  inhabit 
^he  place  in  which  they  were  bred.   Thofe  who  are  difperfed  cannot  be  found : 
thofe  who  remain  are  the  fons  of  his  perfecutors,  and  are  not  likely  to  fupport 
a  man  to  whom  their  fathers  are  enemies.     If  it  be  fuppofed  that  the  enmity 
of  their  fathers  proves  the  juftice  of  the  charge,   it  muft  be  confidered  how 
often  experience  fhews  us,  that  men  who  are  angry  on  one  ground  will  accufc 
on  another  j  with  how  little  kindnefs,  in  a  town  of  low  trade,  a  man  who  lives  by 
learning  is  regarded ;  and  how  implicitly,  where  the  inhabitants  are  not  very 
rich,  a  rich  man  is  hearkened  to  and  followed.     In  a  place  like  Campbell- 
town  it  is  eafy  for  one  of  the  principal  inhabitants  to  make  a  party.    It  is  eafy 
for  that  party  to  heat  themfelves  with  imaginary  grievances.     It  is  eafy  for 
them  to  opprefs  a  man  poorer  than  themfelves  5   and  natural  to  afTert  the 
dignity  of  riches,  by  perfifting  in  opprefTion.     The  argument  which  attempts 
to  prove  the  impropriety  of  reftoring  him  to  his  fchool,  by  alledging  that  he 
has  loft  the  confidence  of  the  people,  is  not  the  fubjeft  of  juridical  confidera- 
tion  i  for  he  is  to  fuffer,  if  he  muft  fufFer,  not  for  their  judgement,  but  for 
his  own  adlions.     It  may  be  convenient  for  them  to  have  another  mafter ;  but 
it  is  a  convenience  of  their  own  making.     It  would  be  likewife  convenient 
for  him  to  find  another  fchool  i  but  this  convenience  he  cannot  obtain. — ^Thc 
queftion  is  not  what  is  now  convenient,  but  what  is  generally  right.     If  the 
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people  of  Cainpbclltown  be  diftrefled  by  the  reftoration  of  the  refpondent,      i??** 
they  are  diftrefled  only  by  their  own  feult  j  by  turbulent  paflions  and  unrea-  ^tatTbj! 
fonable  defires  5    by  tyranny,  which,  law  has  defeated,  and  by  malice  which 
virtue  has  furmounted." 

"  This,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  you  arc  to  turn  in  your  mind,  and  make  the  beft 
«&  of  it  you  can  in  your  Ipecch." 

Of  our  friend  Goldfmith  he  faid,  '*  Sir,  he  is  fo  much  afraid  of  being 
ainnoticed,  that  he  ofben  talks  merely  left  you  Ihould  forget  diat  he  is  in  the 
company."  Boswell.  "Yes,  he  ftands  forward."  Johnson,  "True,  Sir; 
^ut  if  a  man  is  to  ftand  forward,  he  ihould  wifh  to  do  it  not  in  an  aukward  pof- 
ture,  not  in  rags,  not  fo  as  that  he  Ihall  only  be  expofed  to  ridicule."  Boswell. 
**  For  my  part,  I  like  very  well  to  hear  honeft  Goldfmith  talk  away  carelefsly." 
Johnson.  "  Why  yes,  Sir>  but  he  fliould  not  like  to  hear  himfelf." 

On  Tuefday,  April  14,  the  decree  of  the  Court  of  Seflion  in  the  ichool- " 
mafter's  caufe  was  reverfed  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  after  a  very  eloquent' 
Ipeech  by  Lord  Mansfield,  who  (hewed  himfelf  an  adept  in  fchool  difcipline^ 
but  I  thought  was  too  rigorous  towards  my  client.  On  the  evening  of  die 
next  day  I  fupped  with  Dr.  Johiiibn,  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  tavern,  in  the 
Strand,  in  company  with  Mr.  Langton  and  his  brother-in-law.  Lord  Binning. 
I  repeated  a  foptence  of  Lord  Mansfield's  fpeech,  of  which,  by  the  aid  of  Mn 
I^nglands,  the  folicitor  on  the  other  fide,  who  obligingly  allowed  me  to  com* 
pare  his  note  with  my  own,  I  have  a  full  copy :  "  My  I^ords,  feveriry  is  not 
the  way  to  govern  either  boys  or  men."  "  Nay,  (faid  Johnfon,)  it  is  the  way 
to  govern  them.    I  know  not  whether  it  be  the  way  to  mend  them." 

I  talked  of  the  recent  expuUion  of  fix  ftudents  from  the  Univerfity  of 
Oxford,  who  were  methodifb,  and  would  not  defift  from  publickly  praying 
wd  exhorting.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  that  expulfion  was  extremely  juft  and 
proper.  What  have  they  to  do  at  an  Univerfity  who  are  not  willing  to  be 
taught,  but  will  prefume  to  teach  ?  Where  is  religion  to  be  learnt  but  at  an 
Univerfity  ?  Sir,  they  were  examined,  and  found  to  be  mighty  ignorant 
fellows."  Boswell.  "  But,  was  it  not  hard.  Sir,  to  expel  them,  for  I  am 
told  they  were  good  beings  ?"  Johnson.  "  Sir,  I  believe  they  might  be  good 
beings  s  but  they  were  not  fit  to  be  in  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford.  A  cow  is  a 
very  good  animal  in  the  field  s  but  we  turn  her  out  of  a  garden."  Lord 
Elibank  ufed  to  repeat  this  as  an  illuftrarion  uncommonly  happy. 

Defirous  of  calling  Johnfon  forth  to  talk,  gnd  exercife  his  wit,  tnough  I 
ijiould  myfelf  be  the  objedt  of  it,  I  refolutcly  ventured  to  undertake  die 
defence  of  convivial  indulgence  in  wine,  though  he  was  not  to-night  in  the 
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moft  genial  humour.  After  urging  the  common  plaufiblc  topicks,  I  at  laft 
had  rccourfe  to  the  maxim,  in  vino  Veritas  -,  2l  man  who  is  well  warmed  with 
wine  will  fpeak  truth.  Joknson.  "  Why,  Sir,  that  may  be  an  argument  for 
drinking,  if  you  fuppofe  men  in  general  to  be  liars.  But,  Sir,  I  would  not 
keep  company  with  a  fellow  who  lyes  as  long  as  he  is  fober,  and  whom  you 
muft  make  drunk  before  you  can  get  a  word  of  truth  out  of  him  ^** 

Mr.  Langton  told  us  he  was  about  to  eftabliih  a  ichool  upon  his  eftate,  but 
it  had  been  fuggefted  to  him,  that  it  niight  have  a  tendency  to  make  th* 
people  lefs  induftrious.  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir.  While  learning  to  read  and 
write  is  a  diftinftion,  the  few  who  have  that  diftinftioa  may  be  the  lels  inclined 
to  work :  but  when  every  body  learns  to  read  and  write,  it  is  no  longer  a 
^indion.  A  man  who  has  a  laced  waiftcoat  is  too  fine  a  man  to  work ;  but  if 
every  body  had  laced  waiftcoats,  we  Ihould  have  people  working  in  laced  w^ft- 
coats.  There  are  no  people  whatever  more  induftrious,  none  who  work  more> 
than  our  manufafturers  j  yet  they  have  all  learnt  to  read  and  write*  Sir^i 
you  muft  not  negleft  doing  a  thing  immediately  good,  from  fear  of  remote 
evil ; — from  fear  of  its  being  abufcd.  A  man  who  has  candles  may  fit  up  too 
late,  which  he  would  not  do  if  he  had  not  candles  9  but  nobody  will  deny  that 
the  art  of  making  candles,  by  which  light  is  continued  to  us  beyond  the  time 
that  the  fiin  gives,  us  lights  is  a  valuable  art,  and  ought  to  be  prcferved.'* 
BoswELL.  **  But,  Sir,  would  it  not  be  better  to  follow  Nature  i  and  go  to 
bed  and  rife  juft  as  Nature  gives  us  ligte  or  with-hokls  it  V*  Johnson.  **  No^ 
Sir  i  for  then  we  fliould  have  no  kind  of  equality  in  the  partition  of  our  time 
between  flceping  and  waking.  It  would  be  very  different  in  dificrcnt  feafons 
and  in  different  places.  In  Ibme  of  the  northern  parts  of  Scodand  how  litde 
light  is  there  in  the  depth  of  winter !  '* 

We  talked  of  Tacitus,  and  I  hazarded  an  opinion,  that  with  all  his  merit 
for  penetration,  Ihrewdnefs  of  judgement,  and  terfenefs  of  expreflion,  he  was 
too  compaft,  too  much  broken  into  hints,  as  it  were,  ,and  therefore  too  diifi- 
cirit  to  be  underftood.  To  my  great  fatisfaftion  Dr.  Johnfon  fandbioned  thi$ 
opinion.  "  Tacitus,  Sir,  feems  to  me  rather  to  have  made  ndtes  for  an  hiC- 
torical  work,  tHtn  to  have  written  a  hiftory  ^^ 
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'  Mrs.  Piozxi,  in  her  *'  Anecdotes^^  p.  »6i»  has  given  an  erroneous  account  of  this  iacidcttt^ 
as  of  many  others.  She  pretends  to  relate  it  from  recoUe^ion,  as  if  (he  hecfelf  had  been  pident^ 
when  the  faci  is,  that  it  was  communicated  to  lies  by  me.  She  has  reprefented  it  as  a  pern 
fbnality,  and  the  true  point  has  efcaped  her. 

•  It  is  remarkablei  t^at  Lord  Monboddo,  whom  on  account  of  his  refembling  Dr..  Johnfon  in 
feme  particolars^  Foote  called  an  Elzevir  edition  of  him,  has,  by  coincidence,  made  the  vdy 
fiyne  remark.     Origin  and  Progre/s  of  Language^  voK  iii*  2d  edit*  p.  2  Iig. 

4  At 
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At  Als  time  it  appears  from  his  ^*  Prayers  and  Meditations,"  that  he  had      i77«- 
been  more  than  commonly  diligent  in  religious  duties,  particularly  in  reading  jEt7t.  63! 
the  holy  fcriptures.     It  was  Paflion  Week,    diat  fblemn  feafon  which  the 
Chriftian  world  has  appropriated  to  the  commemoration  of  the  myfteries  of 
our  redemption,  and  duflng  which,  whatever  embers  of  religion  are  in  our 
breafts,  will  be  kindled  into  pious  warmth. 

I  paid  him  Ihort  vifits  both  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  and  feeing  his  large 
folio  Greek  Tcftament  before  him,  beheld  him  with  a  reverential  awe,  and 
would  not  intrude  upon  his  time.  While  he  was  thus  employed  to  fuch  good 
purpofe,  and  while  his  friends  in  their  intercourfe  with  him  conftantly  found 
a  vigorous  intellect  and  a  lively  imagination,  it  is  melancholy  to  read  in  his 
private  regifter,  **  My  mind  is  unfettled  and  my  memory  confufed.  I  have 
of  late  turned  my  thoughts  with  a  very  ufelefs  eanieftnefs  upon  paft  incidents. 
I  have  yet  got  no  command  over  my  thoughts;  an  unpleafing  incident  is  almoft 
certain  to  hinder  my  reft^."  What  philofophick  heroifm  was  it  in  him  to 
appear  with  fuch  manly  fortitude  to  the  world,  while  he  was  inwardly  fo  dif- 
treifed !  We  may  furely  believe  that  the  myfterious  principle  of  being  "  made 
perfect  through  fuffering,"  was  to  be  ftrongly  exemplified  in  him. 

On  Sunday,  Aptil  1 9^  being  Eafter-day,  General  Paoli  and  I  paid  him  a 
vifit  before  dinner.  We  talked  of  the  notion  that  blind  perfons  can  diftinguifh 
colours  by  the  touch.  Johnfon  faid,  that  ProfefTor  Sanderfon  mentions  his 
having  attempted  to  do  it,  but  that  he  found  he  was  aiming  at  an  impofTibility  & 
that  to  be  iiire  a  difierence  in  the  furface  makes  the  difference  of  colours ;  but 
that  difference  is  fo  fine,  that  it  is  not  fenfible  to  the  touch.  The  General 
mentioned  jugglers  and  fraudulent  gamefters,  who  could  know  cards,  by  the 
touch.  Dn  Johnfon  faid,  "  the  cards  ufed  by  fuch  perfons  muft  be  left 
polilhed  than  ours  commonly  are." 

We  talked  of  founds.  The  General  faid,  there  was  no  beauty  in  a  fimpfe 
found  but  only  in  an  harmonious  compofition  of  founds.  I  prefumed  to  differ 
from  this  opinion,  and  mentioned  the  foft  and  fweet  found  of  a  fine  woman's 
voice.  Johnson.  *^  No,  Sir,  if  a  ferpent  or  a  toad  uttered  it,  you  would  think 
it  ugly."  BoswELL.  ^^  So  you  would  think.  Sir,  were  a  beautiful  tunc  to  be 
uttered  by  one  of  thofe  animals."  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir,  it  would  be  admired. 
We  have  feen  fine  fidlers  whom  we  liked  as  little  as  toads,"  (laughing). 

Talking  on  the  fubjeft  of  tafle  in  the  arts,  he  faid,  tliat  difference  of  taflc 
was,  in  truth,  difierence  of  (kilU    Boswell.  "  But,  Sir,  is  there  not  a  quality 

V  Prayers  and  Meditations^  p.  1 1 1* 

C  c  c  2  called 
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called  tafte,  which  confifts  merely  in  perception  or  in  liking  ?  For  inftance^ 
we  find  people  differ  much  as  to  what  is  the  befl:  flylc  of  Englifti  compofition. 
Some  think  Swift's  die  beft ;  others  prefer  a  fuller  and  grander  way  of  writing." 
Johnson.  *'  Sir,  you  muft  fii-ft  define  what  you  mean  by  flylc,  before  you  can 
judge  who  has  a  good  tafte  in  flyle,  and  who  has  a  bad*  The  two  clafles  of 
perfons  whom  you  have  mentioned  don't  differ  as  to  good  and  bad.  They  both 
agree  that  Swift  has  a  good  neat  flyle  -,  but  one  loves  a  neat  flyle,  another  loves  a 
flyle  of  more  fplendour.  In  like  manner,  one  loves  a  plain  coat,  another  loves 
a  laced  coat ;  but  neither  will  deny  that  each  is  good  in  its  kind." 

While  I  remained  in  London  this  fpring,  I  was  with  him  at  feveral  other 
times,  both  by  himfelf  and  in  company.  I  dined  with  him  one  day  at  the 
Crown  and  Anchor  tavern,  in  the  Strand>  with  Lord  Elibank,  Mr.  Langtoni^ 
and  Dr.  Vanfittart  of  Oxford.  Without  fpecifying  each  particular  day,,  I  have 
prefervcd  the  following  memorable  things, 

I  regretted  the  rcfleftion  in  his  Preface  to  Shakfpeare  againfl  Garrick,  to 
whom  we  cannot  but  apply  the  following  paflage :  *^  I  collated  fuch  copies  as 
I  could  procure,  and  wiftied  for  raore>  l)ut  have  not  found  the  colle<Sfc(M^  of 
thefe  rarities  very  communicative  J'  I  told  him>  that  Garrick  had  com[^ained 
to  me  of  ity  and  had  vindicated  himfelf  by  afiuring  me,  that  Jfohnfon  was 
made  welcome  ta  the  full  ufe  of  his  coUeftion,  and  that  he  left  the  key  of  k 
with  a  fervant,  with  orders  to  have  a  fire  and  every  convenience  fop  him.  I 
found  Johnfon's  notion  was,  that  Garrick  wanted  to  be  courted,  for  them,,  and 
that,  on  the  contrary,  Garrick  fhould  have  courted  him,  aad:  fent  him  the 
plays  of  his  own  accord.  But,  indeed,  confidering  the  flovenly  and  carclefe 
manner  in  which  books  .were  treated  by  JoKnfon,  it  could  not  be  expeded 
that  fcarce  and  valuable  editions  fhould  have  been  lent  to  him, 

A  gentleman  having  to  fome  of  the  ufual  arguments  for  drinkii^  added 
this  :  "  You  know.  Sir,,  drinking  drives  away  care,  and  makes  us  forget  what- 
ever is  difagreeablc*  Would  not  you  aJUpw  a  man  to  drink  for  that  reafon  ?'^ 
Johnson.  **  Yes,  Sir,,  if  he  fat  next  you  J*^ 

I  expreffed  a  liking  for  Mr.  Francis  Ofborn's  works,  and  ajked  him  what 
he  thought  of  that  writer.  He  anfwered,  "  A  conceited  fellow.  Were  a 
man  to  write  fo  now,,  the  boys  would  throw  ftones  at  him."  He  however  did 
not  alter  my  opinion  of  a  favourite  authour,  to  whom  I  w;as  firfl  direfted  by 
his  being  quoted  in  "  The  Spedator„"  and  in  whom  I  have  found  much 
Ihrewd  and  lively  fcnfe,  expreffed  indeed  in  a  flyle  fomewhat  quaint,  which* 
however,  I  do  not  diflike.  His  book  has  an  air  of  originality.  We  figure 
to  ourfclves  an  ancient  gendeman  talking  tg  us. 

When 
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When  one  of  his  friends  endeavoured  to  maintain  that  a  country  gentleman      '772* 
might  contrive  to  pafs  his  life  very  agreeably,  "  Sir,  (faid  he,)  you  cannot  ^m.  63. 
give  me  an  inftance  of  any  man*  who  is  permitted  to  lay  out  his  own  time, 
contriving  not  to  have  tedious  hours."     This  obfervation,  however,  is  equally 
applicable  to  gentlemen  who  live  in  cities,  and  are  of  no  profeflion. 

He  faid,  "  there  is  no  permanent  national  charafter  -,  it  varies  according  to 
circumftances.  Alexander  the  Great  fwept  India:  now  the  Turks  fweep 
Greece." 

A  learned  gentleman  who  in  the  courfe  of  converfation  wifhed  to  inform  us 
of  this  fimple  fa6t,  that  the  Counfel  upon  the  circuit  at  Shrewsbury  were  much 
bitten  by  fleas,  took,  I  fuppoie,  feven  or  eight  minutes  in  relating  it  circum- 
ftantially.  He  in  a  plenitude  of  phrafe  told  us,  that  large  bales  of  woollen  cloth 
were  lodged  in  the  town-hall  j — that  by  reafon  of  this,  fleas  nefliled  there  in 
prodigious  numbers  ;•— that  the  lodgings  of  the  Counfel  were  near  to  the 
town-hall  i — and  that  thofc  litde  animals  moved  from  place  to  place  with 
wonderful  agility.  Johnfon  iat  in  great  impatience  till  the  gentleman  had 
finiflied  his  tedious  narrative,,  and  then  burft  out,  "  It  is  a  pity.  Sir,  that  you 
have  Bot  feen  a.  lion  y  6)r  z  flea  has  taken  you  fuch  a  time^  that  a  lion  mufl: 
have  ferved  you  a  twelvemonth  *•" 

He  would  not  allow  Scotland  to  derive  any  credit  from  Lord  Mansfield ; 
for  he  was  educated  in  England*.  ^  Much  (faid  he,)  may  be  made  of  a 
Scotchman,  if  he  be  caught  young/* 

Talking  of  a  modem  hifl:orian  and  a  modern  moralift,  he  faid,  *^  There  is 
more  thought  in  the  moralifl:  than  in  the  hiftorian.  There  is  but  a  ihallow 
ftream  of  thought  in  hiftory."  Boswell.  "  But  furely.  Sir,  an  hiftorian  has 
refleftion/*  Johkson.  ^*  Why  yes.  Sir  5  and  fo  has  a  cat  when  flie  catches  a 
moufe  for  her  kitten.  But  fhe  cannot  write  like  the  moralift  y  neither  can  the 
hifl:orian." 

He  faid,  **  I  am  very  unwilling  to  read  the  manufcripts  of  authours,  and 
give  them  my  opinion.  If  the  authours  who  apply  to  mc  have  money,  E 
bid  them  boldly  print  without  a  name;  if  they  have  written  in  order  to  get 
money,  I  tell  them  to  go  to  the  bookfcUers,  and  make  the  beft  bargain 
they  can."  Boswell.  «  But,  Sir,  if  a  bookfeller  fhould  bring  you  a  manu- 
fcript  to  look  at."— Johnson.  '*  Why,  Sir,  I  would  defire  the  bookfeller  to 
take  it  away." 

*  Mrs.  Piozzi,  to  whom  I  to!d  this  anecdote,  has  idated  it,  as  if  the  gentleman  had  given 
f*  the  wUuralhtftofy  of  the  monfe**    Anecdotes,  p.  19U 

I  mentioned 
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I  mentioned  a  ^end  of  mine  \fvho  had  lefided  long  in  Spain,  and  was 
unwilling  to  re£ura  to  Britain,  Johnson.  ^'  Sir^  he  is  attached  tx>  (hme 
woman/'  &osw£i«l.  ^'  I  rather  believe,  Sir,  it  is  the  fine  climate  which  keept 
him  there.'*  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  how  can  you  talk  fo  ?  What  is  cUmaie 
to  happinefs  ?  Place  me  in  the  heart  of  Afia,  (hould  I  not  be  exiled  ?  What 
proportion  does  cUmate  bear  to  the  complex  fyftem  of  human  life.  You  may 
odvife  me  to  go  and  live  at  Bologna  to  eat  faufages.  The  (aufages  there,  are 
the  beft  in  the  world ;  they  lofe  much  by  being  carried." 

On  Saturday,  May  9,  Mr.  Dempfter  and  I  had  agreed  to  dine  by  ourfelves 
At  the  Britiih  cofiee-houfe^  Johnlbn,  on  whom  I  happened  to  call  in  the 
morning,  faid,  he  would  join  us,  which  he  did,  and  we  ipent  a  very  pleafiuit 
day,  though  I  recollefl:  but  little  of  what  pafled. 

He  laid,  "  Walpole  was  a  minifter  given  by  the- King  to  the  pcopk-:  Pitt 
was  a  minifter  given  by  the  people  to  the  King,— as  an  adjunfL" 

"  The  .misfortune  of  Goldfmith  in  converfetioa  is  this :  he  goes  on  without 
knowing  how  he  is  to  get  off.  His  genius  is  great,  but  his  knowledge  is 
fmall.  As  they  fay  of  a  generous  man,  it  is  a  pity  he  is  not  rich  5  we  may 
lay  of  Goldfmith,  it  is  a  pity  he  is  not  knowing.  He  would  not  keep  his 
knowledge  to  himfelf." 

Before  leaving  London  this  year,  I  confulted  him  upon  a  queftion  purely 
jof  Scotch  law.  It  was  held  of  old,  and  continued  for  a  long  period,  to  be  an 
cftablifhed  principle  in  that  law,  that  whoever  intermeddled  with  die  effeds  of 
a  perfon  deceafed,  without  the  interpofidon  of  legal  authority  to  guard  againfl 
embezzlement,  fhould  be  fubjefted  to  pay  all  the  debts  of  the  deceaied,  as 
having  been  guilty  of  what  was  technically  called  vitious  intromiffion.  The  Court 
of  Seffion  had  gradually  relaxed  the  ftriftneis  of  this  principle,  where  the  inter- 
ference proved  had  been  inconfiderable.  In  a  cafe '  which  came  before  that 
Court  the  preceding  winter,  I  had  laboured  to  perfuade  the  Judges  to  return 
to  the  ancient  law.  It  was  my  own  fincere  opinion,  that  they  ought  to  adhere  to 
it ;  but  I  had  exhaufted  aU  my  powers  of  reafoning  in  vain.  Johnlbn  thought 
as  I  did ;  and  in  order  to  aflift  me  in  my  application  to  the  Court  for  a  revifion 
and  alteration  of  the  judgement,  he  didated  to  me  the  following  argument; 

"  Thisj,  we  are  told,  is  a  law  which  has  its  force  only  from  the  long  prac- 
tice of  the  Court ;  and  may,  therefore,  be  fulpended  or  modified  as  the  Court 
Ihall  think  proper. 

*^  Concerning  the  power  of  the  Court  to  make  or  to  fufpend  a  law,  we  have 
no  intention  to  inquire.    It  is  /ufiicient  for  our  purpofe  that  every  juft  law  is 

^  Wilfon  Bgainft  Smith  and  Armour* 

didated 
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diAated  by  reaibn ;  and  that  the  praftice  of  every  legal  Court  is  regulated  by 
equity.  It  is  the  quality  of  reafon  to  be  invariable  and  conftant;  and  of  ^^JJf^ 
equity,  to  give  to  one  man  what,  in  the  fame  cafe,  is  given  to  another.  The 
advantage  which  humanity  derives  from  law  is  this :  that  the  law  gives  every 
man  a  rule  of  aftion,  and  prcfcribes  a  mode  of  condudl:  which  fhall  entitle 
him  to  the  fupport  and  proteftion  of  Ibciety.  That  the  law  may  be  a  rule  of 
adbion,  it  is  neceflary  that  it  be  known ; — ^it  is  neceffary  that  it  be  pennancnt 
and  ftable.  The  law  is  the  meafure  of  civil  right  j  but  if  the  meafurc  be 
changeable,  the  extent  of  the  thing  meafured  never  can  be  fetded. 

"  To  permit  a  law  to  be  modified  at  difcretion,  is  to  leave  the  community 
without  law.  It  is  to  withdraw  the  direftion  of  that  publick  wifdom,  by 
which  the  deficiencies  of  private  underftanding  are  to  be  fupplied.  It  is  to 
fuffer  the  rafti  and  ignorant  to  adt  at  difcretion,  and  then  to  depend  for  the 
legality  of  that  aftion  on  the  fentence  of  the  Judge.  He  diat  is  thus  governed, 
lives  not  by  law,  but  by  opinion :  not  by  a  certain  rule  to  which  he  can  apply 
his  intention  before  he  afts,  but  by  an  uncertain  and  variable  opinion,  which 
he  can  never  know  but  after  he  has  committed  the  aft  on  which  that  opinion 
Ihall  be  pafled.  He  lives  by  a  law  (if  a  law  it  be,)  which  he  can  never  know 
before  he  has  offended  it.  To  this  cafe  may  be  juftly  applied  that  important 
principle,  mifera  eft  fervitus  ubi  jus  eft  out  incognitum  aut  vagum.  If  Intromif- 
lion  be  not  criminal  till  it*  exceeds  a  certain  point,  and  that  point  be  unfetded, 
and  coilfcquendy  different  in  (different  minds,  the  right  of  Intromiflion,  and  - 
the  right  of  the  Creditor  arifing  from  it,  arc  all  jura  vaga^  and,  by  confe- 
quence,  are  jura  incognita ;  and  the  refult  can  be  no  other  than  a  mi/era 
Jervitus,  an  uncertainty  concerning  the  event  of  aftion,  a  fervile  dependance 
on  private  opinion. 

"  It  may  be  ui^ed,  and  with  great  plaufibility,  that  there  may  be  Intro- 
miflion without  fraud}  which,  however  true,  will  by  no  means  juftify  an 
occafional  and  arbitrary  relaxation  of  the  law.  The  end  of  law  is  proteftion 
as  well  as  vengeance.  Indeed^  vengeance  is  never  ufed  but  to  ftrengthen 
proteftion.  That  fociety  only  is  well  governed,  where  life  is  freed  fi*om  danger 
and  from  fulpicion ;  where  poffeflion  is  fo  Iheltered  by  falutary  prohibitions^. 
that  violation  is  prevented  more  frequendy  than  punifhed.  Such  a  prohibition 
was  this,  while  it  operated  with  its  original  force.  The  creditor  of  the  deceafed 
was  not  only  without  lofs,  but  without  fear.  He  was  not  to  feek  a  remedy 
for  an  injury  fuffered  i  for  injury  was  warded  off. 

*^  As  the  law  has  been  fometimes  adminiftered,  it  lays  us  open  to  wounds, 
becaufe  it  is  imagined  to  have  the  power  of  healing.    To  punifh  fraud  when 

it 
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it  is  deteded,  is  the  proper  aft  of  vindidivc  juftice ;  but  to  prevent  frauds, 
and  make  puniihmcnt  unneccflary,  is  the  great  employnncnt  of  legiflativc 
wifdom.  To  permit  Intromiflion,  and  to  punifti  frauds  is  to  make  law  no 
better  than  a  pitfall.  To  tread  upon  the  brink  is  fafe ;  but  to  come  a  ftep 
further  is  deftruftion.  But,  furely,  it  is  better  to  ericlofe  the  gulf,  and  hinder 
.  all  accefs,  than  by  encouraging  us  to  advance  a  litde,  to  entice  us  afterwards 
a  litde  further,  and  let  us  perceive  our  folly  only  by  our  deftruftion. 

'"  As  law  fupplies  the  weak  with  adventitious  ftrength,  it  likewile  enlightens 
the  ignorant  with  extririfick  underftanding.  Law  teaches  us  to  know  when  we 
commit  injury,  and  when  we  fufFer  it.  It  fixes  certain  marks  upon  aftions, 
by  which  we  are  admoniflied  to  do  or  to  forbear  them,  ^ifibi  bene  temperat 
in  licitisy  fays  one  of  the  fathers,  nunquam  cadet  in  illiciu.  He  who  never  intro- 
mits at  all,  will  never  intromit  with  fraudulent  intentions. 

"  The  relaxation  of  the  law  againft  vicious  intromiflion  has  been  very 
favourably  reprefented  by  a  great  mafter  of  jurilprudence ',  whofe  words  have 
been  exhibited  with  unneceffary  pomp,  and  feem  to  be  coi;fidered  as  irrefiftibly 
decifive.  The  great  moment  of  his  authority  makes  it  neceflary  to  examine 
his  pofiuon.  *  Some  ages  ago,  (fays  he^)  before  the  ferocity  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  part  of  the  ifland  was  fubdued,  the  utmoft  feverity  of  the  civil  law  was 
neceffary,  to  reftrain  individuals  from  plundering  each  other.  Thus,  the 
man  who  intermeddled  irregularly  with  the  moveables  of  a  perfon  deceafed, 
was  fubjefted  to  all  the  debts  of  the  deceafed  without  limitation.  This 
makes  a  branch  of  the  law  of  Scodand,  known  by  the  name  of  vicious  intro^ 
miffion ;  and  fo  rigidly  was  this  regulation  applied  in  our  Courts  of  Law,  that 
the  moft  trifling  moveable  abftrafted  mala  fide ^  fubjefted  the  intermeddler 
to  the  foregoing  confequences,  which  proved  in  many  inftances  a  moft  rigo- 
rous punifliment.  But  this  feverity  was  neceflary,  in  order  to  (iibdue  the 
undifciplined  nature  of  our  people.  It  is  extremely  remarkable,  that  in  pro- 
portion to  our  improvement  in  manners,  this  regulation  has  been  gradually 
foftened,  and  applied  by  our  fovereign  Court  with  a  (paring  hand.' 

^*  I  find  myfelf  under  a  neceflity  of  obferving,  that  this  learned  and  judi- 
cious writer  has  not  accurately  diftinguifhed  the  deficiencies  and  demands  of 
the  different  conditions  of  human  life,  which,  from  a  degree  of  favageneis  and 
independence,  in  which  all  laws  are  vain,  pafles  or  may  pais,  by  innumerable 
gradations,  to  a  ftate  of  reciprocal  benignity,  in  which  laws  ihall  be  no  longer 
neceflary.    Men  are  firft  wild  and  unfbcial,  living  each  man  to  himfel^  taking 

■  Lord  Kames^  in  his  «'  Hillorical  Law  TraAs.*' 
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/from  the  weak,  and  lofing  to  the  ftrong.     In  their  firft  coalitions  of  focietjr^      »77*- 
■much  ,of  this  original  favagenefs  is  retained.   Of  general  happinefs,  the  produ£k  .^[^^^63. 
of  general  confidence,  there  is  yet  no  thought.  Men  continue  to  profecute  their 
own  advantages  by  the  nearefl:  way ;  and  the  utmoft  feverity  of  the.  civil  law  . 
4s  neceflary  to  reftrain  individuals  from  plundering  each  other.    The  reftraints 
then  neceflary,  are  reftraints  from  plunder,  from  afts  of  publick  violence,  and 
undilguifed  oppreflion.     The  ferocity  of  our  anceftors,  as  of  all  other  nations, 
produced  not  fraud  but  rapine.     They  had  not  yet  learned  to  ch^at,  and 
attempted  only  to  rob.    As  manners  grow  more  polifhed,  with  the  knowledge 
of  good,  men  attain  likewifc  dexterity  in  evil.     Open  rapine  becomes  lefs 
frequent,  and  violence  gives  way  to  cunning.     Thofe  who  before  invaded  I 

paftures  and  ftormed  houfes,  now  begin  to  enrich  themfelves  by  unequal  con- 
,trafts  and  fraudulent  intromiffions.  It  is  not  againft  the  violence  of  ferocity, 
but  the  circumventions  of  deceit,  that  this  law  was  framed  -,  and  I  am  afraid 
the  increafe  of  commerce,  and  the  inccflant  flruggle  for  riches  which  com- 
merce excites,    give  us  no  prolpeft  of  an  end  fpcedily  to  be  expefted  of 

artifice  and  fraud.     It  therefore  feems  to  be  no  very  conclufive  reafoning,  « 

which  connedts  thofe  two  propofitions ; — ^  the  nation  is  become  lefs  ferocious, 
and  therefore  the  laws  againft  fraud  and  coven  fhall  be  relaxed.' 

"  Whatever  reafon  may  have  influenced  the  Judges  to  a  relaxation  of  the 
law,  it  was  not  that  the  nation  was  grown  Jels  fierce ;   and,   I  am  afraid,  it  % 

cannot  be  affirmed  that  it  is  grown  lefs  fraudulent.  ^  j 

*'  Since  this  law  has  been  reprefented  as  rigoroufly  and  unreafonably  penal,  k 

it  feems  not  improper  to  confider  what  are  the  conditions  and  qualities  that 
make  the  juftice  or  propriety  of  a  penal  law. 

"  To  make  a  penal  law  reafbhable  and  juft,  two  conditions  are  ncceflfary,  ^ 

and  two  proper.  It  is  necefl^ary  that  the  law  Ihould  be  adequate  to  its  end  -, 
that,  if  it  be  obferved,  it  (hall  prevent  the  evil  againft  which  it  is  direfted. 
It  is,  fecondly,  necefTary  that  the  end  of  the  law  be  of  fuch  importance,  as  to 
deferve  the  fecurity  of  a  penal  fanftion.  The  orfier  conditions  of  a  penal  law, 
which  though  not  abfolutely  neceflary,  are  to  a  very  high  degree  fit,  are, 
that  to  the  moral  violation  of  the  law  there  are  many  temptations,  and  that 
of  the  phyfical  obfervance  there  is  great  facility. 

"  All  thefe  conditions  apparendy  concur  to  juftify  the  law  ^hich  we  are 
now  confidering.  Its  end  is  the  fecurity  of  property;  and  property  very 
ofi:en  of  great  value.  The  method .  by  which  it  effefts  the  fecurity  is  eflica- 
cious,.  becaufe  it  admits,  in  its  original  rigour,  no  gradations  of  injury  j  but 
keeps  guilt  and  innocence  apart,  by  a  diftindt  and  definite  limitation.     He 

•   Ddd    •  that 


/ 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    J  O  HANSON- 

that  intromits,  is  criminal  -,  he  that  intr<MXiits  not,  is  innocent.  Of  the  two 
fecondary  confiderations  it  cannot  be  denied  that  both  ate  in  our  favour.  The 
temptation  to  intromit  is  frequent  and  ftrong ;  fo-  ftrong  and  fo  frequent,  as 
to  require  the  utmoft  aftivity  of  juftice,  and  vigilance  of  caution,  to  withftand 
its  prevalence  j  and  the  method  by  .which  a  man  may  entide  himfttf  to  legal 
intromiflion  is  fo  open  and  fo  &cile,  that  to  negleA  it  is  a  proof  of  fraudulent 
intention  :  for  why  fhouki  a, man  omit  to  do  (but  for  reafons  which  he  will 
not  confeis,)  that  which  he  can  do  fo  eafiiy^  and  that  which  he  kjiQws  to  be 
required  by  the  law  ?  If  tetaptation  were  rare,  a  penal  law  might  be 
deemed  unneceffary.  If  the.  duty  enjoined  by  the  law  were  of  dif&cult  per- 
formance, omiflion,  though  it  could  not  .  be  juftified,  mig^t  be  pitied* 
But  in  the  prefent  cafe,  neither  equity  nor  cqmpaflion  operate  againft  it. 
A  ufefiil,  a  neceffary  law  is  broken,  not  pnly  without  a  reafonable  motive, 
but  with  all  the  inducements  to  obedience  that  can  be  derived  from  £ifety  and 

facility. 

"  I  therefore  return  to  my  original  pofi^ion,..thaf  ^,law,  to  have  its  cffed, 

mull  be  permanent  and  ftablc.    It  may  be  fajd,  :in  the  language  of  the  fchools, 

L^x  non  recefit  majus  et  minus^—^t  may  have  a  law,  or  we  may  have  no  law, 

but  we  cannot  have  half  a  law.     We  myft  either  have  a  rule  of  aiSbicm,  or  be 

permitted  to  aft  by  difcretion  and  by  dunce.     Deviations  from  the  law  muit 

be  uniformly  punifhed,  or  no  man  can  be  cert^  when  he  ihall  be  iafe. 

"  That  from  the  rigour  of  the  origin^  inftitution  this  Court  has  (ometimes 
depaitcd,  cannot  be  denied.  But,  as  it  is  evident  that  fuch  deviations,  as  diey 
make  law  uncertain,  nmake  life  unfafe,  I  hope,  that  of  departii^  from  it 
there  will  now  be  an  end  j  that  the  wildom  of  our  anccftors  will  be  treated 
with  due  reverence  ^  and  that  confiftent  and  fteady  decifions  will  &mi(h  the 
people  with  a  rule  of  adion,  and  leave  fraud  and  fraudulent  intromiflion  no 
future  hope  of  impunity  or  efcape." 

With  fuch  co{liprehenfK>n  of  mind,  and  fuch  clearneis  of  penetration,  did  he 
thus  treat  .a  fufa^eft  altogether  new  to  him,  without  any  other  prcparatioa 
than  my  having  ftated  to  him  the  ai^uments  which  had  been  ufed  on  each  fide 
of  the  queftion.  His  intellectual  powers  appeared  with  peculiar  lufbe,  when 
tried  againft  thofe  of  a  writer  of  fo  much  £ime  as  Lord  Kames,  and  that  too 
in  his  Lordihip's  own  department. 

This  mafterly  argmoent,  after  being  pre&ced  and  concluded  with  fome 
jfentences  of  ipy  own,  and  gamifhed  with  the  ufual  fibrmularies,  was  aftually 
printed  and  laid  before  the  Lords  of  Seflion,  but  without  fuccefs.  My 
xiefpeded  fiiend  Lord  Hailes,  however,  one  of  that  honourable  body,   had 

I  critical 
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cridcaL  fagacity  enough  to  difcover  a  more  than  ordinary  hand  in  the  Petition.  »77»* 
I  told  him  that  Dr.  Johnfon  had  fevoured  me  with  his  pen.  His  Lordfhip,  ^gJ^TT^ 
with  wonderful  acumetty  pointed  out  exafUy  where  his  compofition  began^  and 
where  it  ended.  But  that  I  nuy  do  impartial  juftice,  and  conform  to  the 
great  rule  of  Courts,  Suum  cuique  tribuitOy  I  mull  add,  that  their  Lordfhips  in 
general,  though  they  were  pleafed  to  call  this  ^'  a  well-drawn  paper,"  pre- 
ferred the  former  very  inferiour  petition^ which  I  hadf  written ;  thus  confirm- 
ing the  truth  of  an  obfervarion  made  to  me  by  one  of  their  number,  in  a 
merry  mood :  "  My  dear  Sir,  give  yourfelf  no  trouble  in  the  compofition 
of  the  papers  you  prefent  to  us  j  fos,  indeed,  it  is  calling  pearls  before 
fwine."  ^  /  * 

I  renewed  my  Iblicitations  that  he  would  this  year  accomplilh  his  long- 
intended  vifit  to  Scotland, 

9 

^Q  James  Boswell,   EJq. 

**  Dear  Sir, 

"THE  regret  has  not  been  little  with  which  I  have  milled  a  journey 
fo  pregnant  with  pleafmg  expcftations,  as  that  in  which  I  could  promifc  my- 
felf  not  only  the  gratification  of  curiolity,  both  rational  and  fanciful,  but  the 
delight  of  feeing  thofe  whom  I  love  and  efteem,  ♦♦♦♦♦♦^♦♦♦♦^ 

But  fuch  has  been  the  courfe  of  things,  that  I  could  not  come  j  and  fuch  has  5 

been,  I  am  afraid,  the  ftate  of  my  body,  that  it  would  not  well  have  feconded 
my  inclination.  My  body,  I  think,  grows  better,  and  I  refer  my  hopes  to 
another  year  \  for  I  am  very  finccre  in  my  deCgn  to  pay  the  vifit,  and  take 
the  ramble.  In  the  mean  time,  do  not  omit  any  opportunity  of  keeping  up 
a  favourable  opinion  of  me  in  the  minds  of  any  rf  my  friends.  Beatrie's 
book  is,  I  believe,  every  day  more  liked  s  at  leaft>  I  like  it  more,  as  I  look 
more  upon  it. 

"  I  am  glad  if  you  got  credit  by  your  caufe,  and  am  jret  of  opinion  that 
our  caufe  was  good,  and  that  the  determination  ought  to  have  been  in  your 
favour.     Poor  Haftie,  I  think,  had  but  his  deferts. 

"  You  promifed  to  get  me  a  little  Pindar,  and  may  add  to  it  a  litde 
Anacreon. 

"  The  Icifure  which  I  cannot  enjoy,  it  will  be  a  plealiire  to  hear  that  you 
employ  upop  the  antiquities  of  the  feudal  eftablilhment.  The  whole  lyftem 
of  ancient  tenures  is  gradually  pafling  away  j  and  I  wilh  to  have  the  know- 
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ledge  of  it'prefervcd  adequate  and  conq)kte.  For  fuch  an  inftitution  mates 
a  very  inaportant.  part  of  the  hiftory  of  mankind.  Do  not  forget  a  defiga 
fo  worthy  of  a  fcholar  who  ftudies  die  laws  of  his  country,  and 'of  a  gentle- 
man who  may  naturally  be  curious  to.  know  the  condition  of  his  own: 
anceftors.     I  am>  dear  Sir, 

*^  Yours,  with  great  affedtion, 
"  Auguft  31,  1772^  ^  S.AM.  Johnson." 

To  Dr.  Johnson^ 

«  My   dear  Sir,  Edinburgh>.Dec.25^.  1772.. 

"  I  WAS  much  dilappointed  that  you  did  not  come  to  Scodand  lafl: 
autumn.  However,  I  muft  own  that  your  letter  prevents  me  from  complaior 
ing  5  not  only  becaufe  I  am  fenfible  that  the  ftate  of  your  health  was  but 
too  good  an  excufe,  but  becaufe  you  write  in  a  ftrain  which  (hews  that  you 
have  agreeable  views  of  the  fchcme  which  we  have  fo  long  propofed. 

'*  I  communicated  to.Beattie  what  you  faid  of  his  book  in  your  laft  letter 
to  me.  He  writes  to  me  thus :  '  You  judge  very  rightly  in  fuppofing  that 
Dr.  Johnfon's  favourable  opinion  of  my  book  muft  give  me  great  delight. 
Indeed  it  is  impoffible  for  me  to  fay  how  much  I  am  gratified  by  it  j  for  there 
is  not  a  man  upon  earth  whofe  good  opinion  I  would  be  more  ambitious  to 
cultivate.  His  talents  and  his  virtues  I  reverence  more  than  any  words  can 
exprefs.  The  extraordinary  civilities,  (the  paternal  attentions  I  fhould  rather 
fay,)  and  the  many  inftruftions  I  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  from  him, 
will  to  me  be  a-  perpetual  fource  of  plealiire  in  the  recoUeftion.. 

*  Dum  memor  i^femei  dum/pritus  bos  reget  artus^  ^ 

'  I  had  ftill  fome  thoughts,  while  the  fummer  lafted,  of  being  obliged  to 
go  to  London  on  fome  little  bufincfs;  otherwifc  I  fhould  certainly  have 
troubled  him  with  a  letter  feveral  months  ago^  and  given  fome  vent  to  my 
gratitude  and  admiration.  This  I  intend  to  do,,  as  foon  as  I  am  left  a  litde  at 
leifure.  Mean  time,  if  you  have  occafion  to  write  to  him„  I  beg  you  will 
offer  him  my  moft  relpeftfiil  compliments,  ind  affure  him  of  the  fincerity  of 
my  attachment  and  the  warmth  of  my  gratitude.' 

*^  I  am,  &c, 

*'  James  Boswell/' 

Itt 
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In  1773  his  only  publication  was  an  edition  of  his  folio  Diftionary,  with      »771' 
additions  and  correftions  -,  nor  did  he,  fo  hr  as  is  known,  furnilh  any  produc-  ^^at.  64. 
tions  of  his  fertile  pen  to  any  of  his  numerous  friends  or  dependants,  except  the 
Preface  *  to  his  old  amanuenfis  Macbean's  "  Dictionary  of  ancient  Geography," 
His.  Shakfpeare,  indeed,  which  had  Been  received  with  high  approbation  by  the 
publick,  and  gone  through  feveral  editions,  was  this  year  re-publiflied  by 
George  Stecvens,  Efq.  a  gendeman  not  only  deeply  (killed  in  ancient  learn- 
ing, and  of  very  extenfive  reading  in  Englifli  literature,  efpecially  die  early 
writers,  but  at  the  fame  time  of  acute  difccrnment  and  elegant  tafte.     It  is 
almoft  unneceflary  to  fay,  that  by  his  great  and  valuable  additions  to  Dr.. 
Johnlba's  work,  hejuftly  obtained' confiderable  reputation: 

"  Divifum  imperium  cum  Jove  Cafar  habeL^* ' 
To  James  Boswell,  E/q. 

"   D  E  A  R    S  I R, 

^^  I  HAVE  read  your  kind  letter  much  more  than  the  elegant  Pindar 
which  it  accompanied.  I  am  always  glad  to  find  myfelf  not  forgotten,  and  to 
be  forgotten  by  you  would  give  me  great  uneafinefs.  My  northern  friends 
have  never  been  unkind  to  me :  I  have  from  you,  dear  Sir,  teftimonies  of 
affe&ion,  which  I  have  not  often  been  able  to  excite ;  and  Dr.  Beattie  rates 
the  teftimony  which  I  was  defirous  of  paying  to  his  merit,  much  higher  than 
I-  jfhould  have  thought  it  reafonable  to  expedt. 

"  I  have  heard  of  your  mafqucrade.     What  fays  your  Synod  to  fuch  inno- 
vations ?     I  am  not  ftudioufly  fcrupulous,  nor  do  I  think  a  maiquerade  either 
evil  in  itfelf,  or  very  likely  to  be  the  occafion  of  evil ;  yet  as  the  world  thinks  - 
it  a  very  licentious  relaxarion  of  manners,  I  would  not  have  been  one  of  the 
^rfi^  mafquers  in  a  country  where  no  maiquerade  had  ever  been  before  *. 

"  A  new  edition  of  my  great  Diftionary  is  printed,  from  a  copy  which  I 
was  perfuaded  to  revife  j  but  having  made  no  preparation,  I  was  able  to  do 
very  litde.  Some  fuperftuities  I  have  expunged,  and  fome  faults  I  have  cor- 
rected, and  here  and  there  have  fcattered  a  remark ;  but  the  main  fabrick  of 
the  work  remains  as  it  was.  I  had  looked  very  litde  into  it  fihce  I  wrote  it, , 
and,  I  think,  I  found  it  foil  as  often  better,'  as  worfe,  than  I  expcfted. 

*^  Baretti  and  Davies  have  had  a  forious  quarrel  j  a  quarrel,  I  think,  irrc- 
cohcilcable.     Dr.  Goldfinith  has  a  new  comedy,  which  is  expeftcd  in  the. 

*  There  had  been  nuirqueradcs  in  Scotland  before;  but  not  for  a  very  long  time. , 

ipririg. . 
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fpring.  No  name  is  yet  given  it.  The  chief  diverfion  arifcs  from  a  Itratagem 
by  which  a  lover  is  made  to  miftake  his  future  father-in-law's  houfe  for  an 
inn.  This,  you  fee,  borders  upon  farce.  The  dialogue  is  quick  and  gay, 
and  the  incidents  are  fo  prepared  as  not  to  feem  improbable. 

«  I  am  forry  that  you  loft- your  caufe  of  Intromiffion,  becaufe  I  yet  think 
the  arguments  on  your  fide  unanfwerable.  But  you  feem,  I  think,  to  fay  that 
you  gained  reputation  even  by  your  defeat;  and  reputation  you  will  daily  gain, 
if  you  keep  Lord  Auchinleck's  precept  in  your  mind,  and  endeavour  to  con- 
folidate  in  your  mind  a  firm  and  regular  lyftem  of  law,  inftead  of  picking  up 
occafional  fragments. 

"  My  health  feems  in  general  to  improve ;  but  I  have  been  troubled  for 
many  weeks  with  a  vexatious  qatarrh,  which  i3  fometimes  fufEciently  diftrelsfiiL 
I  have  not  found  any  great  efFe£ts  from  bleeding  and  phyfick  j  and  am  afraid, 
that  I  muft  expeft  help  from  brighter  days  and  fofter  air. 

<«  Write  to  me  now  and  then ;  and  whenever  any  good  befalls  you,  make 
.hafte  to  let  me  know  it,  for  no  one  will  rejoice  at  it  more  than,  dear  Sir, 

**  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  London,  Feb  24,  1773.  SaM.  John  SON. 

-**  You  continue  to  ftand  very  high  in  the  favour  of  Mrs.  Thrale." 


On  Saturday,  April  3,  the  day  after  my  arrival  in  London  this  year,  I  went 
:to  his  houfe  late  in  the  evening,  and  fat  with  Mrs.  Williams  till  he  came 
home.  I  found  in  the  London  Chronicle,  Dr.  Goldfinith's  apology  to  the 
publick  for  beating  Evans,  a  bookfeUer,  on  account  of  a  paragraph  in  a  newf- 
paper  publiftied  by  him,  which  Goldfinith  thought  impertinent  to  him  and  to 
a  lady'of  his  acquaintance.  The  apology  was  written  fo  nfiuch  in  Dr.  Johnfon's 
manner,  that  both  Mrs.  Williams  and  I  fuppofed  it  to  be  his  j  but  when  he 
ctoie  home  he  foon  undeceived  us.  When  he  faid  to  Mrs.  Williams,  "  Well, 
Dr.  Goldfmith's  mamfefio  has  got  into  your  paper  i"  I  aflced  him  if  Dr. 
Goldfmith  had  written  it,  with  an  air  that  made  him  fee  I  fulpefted  it  was 
his,  though  llibfcribed  by  Goldfmith.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  Dr.  Goldfmith  would 
no  more  have  aflced  me  to  write  fuch  a  thing  as  that  for  him,  than  he  would 
have  aflced  me  to  feed  him  with  a  Ipoon,  or  to  do  any  thing  elfe  that  denoted 
his  imbecillity.  I  as  much  believe  that  he  wrote  it,  as  if  I  had  feen  him  do  it. 
Sir,  had  he  ftiewn  it  to  any  one  friend,  he  would  not  have  been  allowed  to 
publifli  it.  He  has,  indeed,  done  it  very  well  \  but  it  is  a  foolifli  thing  well 
done.     I  fuppofe  he  has  been  fo  much  elated  with  the  fuccefs  of  his  new 

comedy. 
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comedy,  that  he^  has  thought  every  thing  that  concerned  him  muft  be  of  im- 
portal^  to  the  pubdick."     Boswbll.  ^*  I  fancy.  Sir,  this  is  the  firft  time  that 
he  has  been  engaged  in  fuch  an  adventure."   Johnsomt.  *^  Why,  Sir,  I  believe 
it  is  the  firft  time  he  has  beat  j  he  may  have  been  beaten  before.     This,  Sir, , 
is  a  new  pluKie  to  him*" 

I  mentioned  Sir  John  Dalrymple's  *'  Memoirs  of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland,"' 
and  his  difcovcries  to  the  prejudice  of  Lord  Ruflel  and  Algernon  Sydney.  - 
JoifNsotr.  **  Why,  Sir,  every  body  who  had  juft  notions  of  governmient  thought 
them  raicals  before*    It  is  well  that  all  mankind  now  fee  them  to  be  rafcals." 
BoswELL.  "  But,  Sir,  may  not  thofe  difcoveries  be  true  without  their  being . 
raicals.'^    Johnson.  "  Confidef,  Sir  j  would  any  of  them  have  been  willing 
to  have  had  it  known  thsit  they  intrigued  with  France  ?    Depend  upon  it, « 
Sir,  he  who  does  vfhsx  he  is  afraid  fhould  be  known,  has  Ibmething  rotten 
about  him.    This  Dalrymple  feems  to  be  an  honeft  fellow  j  for  he  tjplls  equally 
what  makes  againft  bpth  fides^     But  nothing  can  be  poorer  than  his  mode  c^ 
writing :  it  is  the  mere  bouncing  of  a  fchool-boy.    Great  He !  but  greater 
She !  and  fuch  ftuff." 

I  Qould  not  agree  with  him  in  this  criticifixi ;  for  though  Sir  John  Dalrymple's 
llyle  is  not  regularly  formed  in  any  rcQ)eft,  and  one  cannot  help  fmiling  fome- 
itioves  at  his  afiefted  ff^andUoquence^  there  is  in  his  writing  a  pointed  vivacity, . 
and  miK:h  of  a  gendemanly  fpirit. 

:  At  Mr.  Thrale's,  in  the  evening,  he  repeated  his  ufual  paradoxical  decla- 
mation againft  a6tion  in  publick  ipeaking.  <^  Albion  can  have  no  efFe£t  upon 
reafonable  minds.  It  may  augment  noife,  but  it  never  can  enforce  argunient. 
If  you  (peak  to  a  dog,  you  ufe  a£bion ;  you  hold  up  your  hand  thus,  becaufe 
he  is  a  brute  i  and  m  proportion  as  men  are  removed  from  brutes,  afbion  will 
have  the  lefs  influence  upon  them.'^  Mrs.  Thrale.  "  What  then.  Sir, 
becomes  of  Demofthenes's  faying  ?  *  Aftion,  a<£fcion,  action  !'*  Johnson. 
^' Demofthenes,  A^adam,  fpoke  to  an  aflfembly  of  brutes s  to  a  barbarous, 
people." 

I  thought  it  extraordinary,  that  he  ihould  deny  the  power  of  rhetorical '. 
action  upon  human  nature,  when  it  is  proved  by  innumerable  faAs  in  all 
ftages  of  fociety.     Reafonable  beings  are  not  iblely  reafbnable. .  They  have, 
fancies  which  may  be  pleafed,  paffions  which  may  be  roufed. 

Lord  Chefterfield  being  mentioned, ,  Johnlbn  remarked, .  that  alm(A  all  of 

that  ci^ebrated  nobleman's  witty  fayings  were  puns.     He,  however,  allowed 

the  merit  of  good  wit  to  his  Lordfhip's  faying  of  Lx)rd  Tyrawfcy  and  himfelf, 

when  both  very  old  and  infirm  :  "  Tyrawley  and  I  have  been  dead  thefe*  two 

years  i  but  we  don't  choofe  to  have  it  known." 

He 
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1 773*  He  talked  with  approbation  of  an  intended  edition  of  *'  The  Spcdator," 

iEt«.^4.  with  notes  5  two  volume^  of  ^rhich  had  been  prepared  by  a  gendcman  eminent 
in  the  literary  world,  and  thi  materials  which  he  had  coUedted  for  the  remainder 
had  been  transferrfed  to  AnQther  hand.  He  obferved,  that  all  works  which 
defcribe  manners,  require  notes  in  fixty  or  feventy  years,  or  lefe;  andtokl  .us, 
•he  had  communicated  all  he  knew  that  could  throw  light  upon  -^  The 
Spedtator."  He  faid,  "  Addifon  had  made  his  Sir  Andrew  Freeport  a  true 
Whig,  arguing  againft  giving  charity  to  beggars,  and  throwing  out  other  flich 
lungracious  fentiments  j  but  that  he  had  thought  better,  and  made  amends  by 
jmaking  him  found  an  hofpital  for  decayed  farmers."  He  called  for  the  volume 
•of  "  The  Speftator"  in  which  that  account  Js  contained,  and  read  it  aloud  to 
jVS,,  He  read  fo  well,  that  every  thing  acquired  additional  weight  and  grace 
/rom.his  utterance. 

The  converfation  having  turned  on  modern  imitations  of  ancient  ballads, 
.a^d  fon;iQ  one  having  praifed  their  fimplicity,  he  treated  them  with  diat  ridi- 
jcule  which  h^  always  difplayed  when  this  fubjedl  was  mentioned. 

He  difapproved  of  introducing  fcripture  phrafes  into  fccular  diicourile. 
This  fcemed  to  ine  a  queftion  of  rfome  difficulty.  A  fcripture  expreflion  may 
.be  uied,  like  a  highly  claffical  phraie,  to  produce  an  inftantaneous  ftrong  im- 
j)reffion ; !  and  it  may  he  done  without  being  at  all  improper.  Yet  I  own 
there  is  danger,  that  applying  the  language  of  our  facred  book  to  ordinary 
iubjedts  may  tend  to  leffen  our  reverence  for  it.  If  therefore  it  be  introduced 
.at  all,  it  fhould  .be  with  very  great  caution. 

On  Thurfday,  April  8,  I  (at  a, good  part  of  the  evening  with  him,  but  he 
was  very  filcnt.  He  faid,  "  Burnet's  Hiftory  of  his  own  Times,'  is  very 
entertaining.  The  ftyle,  indeed,  is  mere  chit-chat.  I  do  not  believe  that 
Burnet  intentionally  lyed ;  but  he  was  fo  much  prejudiced,  that  he  took  no 
pains  to  find  put  the  truth.  He  was  like,  a  man  who  refolves  to  regulate  his 
time  by  a  certain  watch  5  but  will  not  inquire  whether  the  watch  is  right 


or  not." 


Though  he  was  .not  dilpofed  to  talk,  he  was  unwilling  that  I  Ihould  leave 
him ;  and  when  I  looked  at  my  watch,  and  told  him  it  was  twelve  o'clock, 
he  cried,  "  What's  tliat  to  you  and  me?"  and  ordered  Frank  to  tell  Mrs, 
Williams  that  we  were  coming  to  drink  tea  with  her,  which  we  did.  It  was 
fetded  that  we  fhould  go  to  church  together  next  day. 

On  the  9th  of  April,  bping  Good  Friday,  1  breakfafted  wich  him  on  tea  and 
crofe-buns  5  Doifor  Levet,  as  Frank  called  him,  making  the  tea.  He  carried 
jne  with  him  to  the  church  of  St.  Clement  Danes,  where  he  had  his  feat ;  and 

his 
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his  behaviour  was,  as  I  had  imaged  to  myfelf,  folemnly  devout.     I  never  fhall      ni3' 
Ibrget  the  tremulous  earneftnefs  with  which  he  pronounced  the  awefiil  petition  ^xAt76^. 
in  the  Litany  :  "  In  the  hour  of  death,  and  at  the  day  of  judgement,  good 
Lord  deliver  us." 

We  went  to  church  both  in  the  morning  and  evening.  In  the  interval  between 
the  two  fervices  we  did  not  dine,  but  he  read  in  the  Greek  New  Teftament, 
and  I  turned  over  feveral  of  his  books. 

In  Archbilhop  Laud's  Diary,  I  found  the  following  paflage,  which  I  read 
to  Dr.  Johnfbn : 

"  1623.  February  i,  Sunday.  I  ftood  by  the  moft  illuftrious  Prince 
Charles',  at  dinner.  He  was  then  very  merry,  and  talked  occafionally  of 
many  things  with  his  attendants.  Among  other  things,  he  faid,^  that  if  he 
were  neceflitated  to  take  any  particular  profeflion  of  life,  he  could  not  be  a 
lawyer,  adding  his  reafons :  *  I  cannot  (faith  he,)  defend  a  bad,  nor  yield  in 
a  good  caufe."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  this  is  falfe  reafoning;  becaufe  every  caufe 
has  a  bad  fide :  and  a  lawyer  is  not  overcome,  though  the  caufe  which  he  has 
endeavoured  tp  fupport  be  determined  againft  him." 

I  told  him  that  Goldfmith  had  faid  to  me  a  few  days  before,  "  As  I  take  my 
Ihoes  from  the  fhoemaker,  and  my  coat  from  the  tayior,  fo  I  take  my  religion 
from  the  prieft."  I  regretted  this  loofe  way  of  talking.  Johnson.  "  Sir, 
he  knows  nothing ;  he  has  made  up  his  mind  about  nothing." 

To  my  great  furprize,  he  aflced  me  to  dine  with  him  j)n  Eafter-day.  I 
never  fuppofed  that  he  had  a  dinner  at  his  houfe ;  for  I  had  not  then  heard  of 
any  one  of  his  friends  having  been  entertained  at  his  table.  ^He  told  me,  "I 
generally  have  a  meat  pye  on  Sunday :  it  is  baked  at  a  publick  oven,  which 
is  very  properly  allowed,  becaufe  one  man  can  attend  it ;  and  thus  the  advan- 
tage is  obtained  of  not  keeping  fervants  from  church  to  drefs  dinners." 

April  II,  being  Eafter-Sunday,  after  having  attended  divine  fervice  at  St. 
Paul's,  I  repaired  to  Dr.  Johnfon's.  I  had  gratified  my  curiofity  much  in 
dining  with  Jean  Jacques  Rousseau,  while  fie  lived  in  the  wilds  of  Neuf- 
chatel :  I  had  as  great  a  curiofity  to  dine  with  Dk.  Samuel  Johnson,  in  the 
dulky  recefs  of  a  court  in  Fleet- ftreet.  I  fuppofed  we  fliould  fcarcely  have  knives 
and  forks,  and  only  fome  ftrange  -uncouth  ill-dreft  difla :  but  I  found  every 
thing  in  very  good  order.  We  had  no  other  company  but  Mrs.  Williams  and 
a  young  woman  whom  I  did  not  know.  As  a  dinner  here  was  confidered  as  a 
fingular  phaenomenon,  and  as  I  was  frequently  interrogated  on  the  fubjeft,  my 

^  Afterwards  Charles  L 

E  e  e  readers 
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>773*      readers  may  perhaps  be  dcfirous  to  know  our  biU  of  fare.    Foote,  I  remember, 
i3£tatl^4.   ii^  allufion  to  Francis,  the  ne^Oy  was  willing  to  fuppofe  that  our  repaft  was 
black  broth.     But  the  faft  was,  that  we  had  a  very  good  foup,  a  boiled  leg  of 
lamb  and  fpinach,  a  veal  pye,  and  a  rice  pudding. 

Of  Dr.  John  Campbell,  the  authour,  he  faid,   **  He  is  a  very  inquifitive 
and  a  very  able  man,  and  a  man  of  good  religious  principles,  though  I  am 
afraid  he  has  been  deficient  in  praftice.     Camj5bell  is  radically  right  \  and  we. 
may  hope,  that  in  time  there  will  be  good  praftice." 

He  owned  that  he  thought  Hawkefworth  was  one  of  his  imitators,  but  he  ^ 
did  not  think  Goldfmith  was.    Goldfmith,  he  faid,  had  great  Aierit.    Boswell. 
"  But,  Sir,  he  is  much  indebted  to  you  for  his  getting  fb  high  in  the  publick 
eftimation."     Johnson.  "Why,  Sir,  he  has,  perhaps,  goty&(?»^  to  it  by  his 
intimacy  with  me." 

Goldfmith,  though  his  vanity  often  excited  him  to  occafional  competition^ 
had  a  very  high  regard  for  Johnfon,  which  he  at  this  time  expreffed  in  the  ftrongefl: 
manner  in  the  Dedication  of  his  comedy,  entided,  "  She  ftoops  to  conquer*." 

Johnfon  obferved,  that  there  were  very  few  books  printed  in  Scodand  before 
the  Union.  He  had  feen  a  complete  coUeftion  of  them  in  the  poffelTion  of  the 
Honourable  Archibald  Campbell,  a  nonjuring  Bilhop*.  I  wifh  this  coUeftion 
had  been  kept  endre.  Many  of  them  are  in  the  library  of  the  Faculty  of 
Advocates  at  Edinburgh.  I  told  Dr.  Johnfon  that  I  had  fome  intention  to 
write  the  life  of  the  learned  and  worthy  Thomas  Ruddiman.  He  laid,  "  I 
fhould  take  pleafure  in  helping  you  to  do  honour  to  him.  But  his  farewell 
letter  to  the  Faculty  of  Advocates,  when  he  refigncd  the  office  of  their 
Librarian,  fhould  have  been  in  Latin." 

I  put  a  queftion  to  him  upon  a  faft  in  common  life,  which  he  could  not 
anfwer,  nor  have  I  found  any  one  elfe  who  could.  What  is  the  reafon  that 
women  fervants,  though  obliged  to  be  at  the  expence  of  purchafing  their  own 
clothes,  have  much  lower  wages  than  men  fervants,  to  whom  a  great  propor- 
tion of  that  article  is  furnilhed,  and  when  in  faft  our  female  houfe  fervants 
work  much  harder  than  the  male  ? 


♦  «*  By  infcribing  this  (light  perfonnance  to  700,  I  do  not  mean  fo  much  to  compliment  you, 
as  myfelf.  It  may  do  me  fome  honour  to  inform  the  publick^  that  I  have  lived  many  years  in 
intimacy  with  you..  It  may  ferve  the  interefts  of  mankind  alfo  to  inform  them,  that  the  greateft 
wit  may  be  found  in  a  charadkr,  without  impairing  the  moft  unaffeded  piety." 

'  See  an  account  of  this  learned  and  refpedable  gentleman,  and  of  his  curious  work  on  the 
Middle  State,  «*  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,"  3d  edit.  p.  37.1. 

I  ^  He 
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He  told  me,  that  he  had  twelve  or  fourteen  times  attempted  to  keep  a 
journal  of  his  life,  but  never  could  perfevere.  He  advifcd  me  to  do  it.  "  The 
great  thing  to  be  recorded,  (faid  he,)  is  the  ftate  of  your  own  mind ;  and 
you  fliould  write  down  every  thing  that  you  remember,  for  you  cannot  judge 
at  firft  what  is  good  or  bad  j  and  write  immediately  while  the  impreffion  is 
frelh,  for  it  will  not  be  the  fame  a  week  afterwards." 

I  again  folicited  him  to  communicate  to  me  the  particulars  of  his  early  years. 
He  faid,  "  You  ftiall  have  them  all  for  two-pence.  I  hope  you  fhall  know  a 
great  deal  more  of  me  before  you  write  my  Life."  He  mentioned  to  me  thl» 
day  many  circumftances,  which  I  wrote  down  when  I  went  home,  and  have 
interwoven  in  the  former  part  of  this  narrative. 

On  Tucfday,  April  13,  he  and  Dr.  Goldfmith  and  I  dined  at  General  Ogle- 
thorpe's. Goldfmith  expatiated  on  the  common  topick,  that  the  race  of  our  peo- 
ple was  degenerated,  and  that  this  was  owing  to  luxury.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  in  the 
firft  place,  I  doubt  the  faft.     I  believe  there  are  as  many  tall  men  in  England 
now,  as  ever  there  were.     But,  fecondly,  fuppofing  the  ftature  of  our  people 
to  be  diminilhed,  that  is  not  owing  to  luxury  j  for,  Sir^  confider  to  how  very 
fmall  a  proportion  of  our  people  luxury  can  reach.     Our  foldiery,  furely,  are 
not  luxurious,  who  liye  on  fix-pence  a  day;  and  the  fame  remaik  will  apply 
to  almoft  all  the  other  clafles.     Luxury,  fo  far  as  it  reaches  the  poor,  will  do 
good  to  the  race  of  peojJe :  it  will  ftrengthen  and  multiply  them.     Sir,  no 
nation  was  ever  hurt  by  luxury ;  for,  as  I  faid  before,  it  can  reach  but  to  a 
very  few.     I  admit  that  the  great  increafc  of  commerce  and  manufaftures 
hurts  the  military  Ipirit  of  a  people ;  becaufe  it  produces  a  competition  for 
fomething  elfc  than  martial  honours, — a  competition  for  riches.     It  alfo  hurts 
the  bodies  of  the  people  ;  for  you  will  obferve,  diere  is  no  man  who  works  at 
any  particular  trade,  but  you  may  know  him  from  his  appearance  to  do  fo. 
One  part  or  other  of  his  body  being  more  ufed  than  the  reft,  he  is  in  fome 
degree  deformed :   but.  Sir,  that  is  not  luxury.     A  tailor  fits  crofs-legged ; 
but  that  is  not  luxury."     Goldsmith.  "  Come,  you're  juft  going  to  the  fame 
place  by  another  road,"     Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  Ifay  diat  is  not  luxury.   Let 
us  take  a  walk  from  Charing-crofs  to  Whitechapel,  through,  I  fuppofe,  the 
greateft  feries  of  fliops  in  the  world,  what  is  there  in  any  of  thefe  ftiops,  (if 
you  except  gin-fhops,)  that  can  do  any  human  being  any  harm  ?"  Goldsmith. 
**  Well,  Sir,  I'll  accept  your  challenge.    The  very  next  fliop  to  Northumber- 
land-houfe  is  a  pickle-ftiop."     Johnson.  "  Well,  Sir :  do  we  not  know  that 
a  maid  can  in  one  afternoon  make  pickles  fufficient  to  ferve  a  whole  family  for 
a  year  ?   nay,   that  five  pickle-fliops  can  ferve  all  the  kingdom  ?     Befides, 

Eee  2  Sir, 


i 

I- 
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Sir,  there  is  no  harm  done  to  any  body  by  the  making  of  pickles,  or  the  eat- 
ing of  pickles," 

We  drank  tea  with  the  ladifcs ;.  and  Goldfmith  fung  Tony  Lumpkin's  fbng. 
in  his  comedy,  "  She  ftoops  to  conquer,"  and  a  very  pretty  one,  to  an  Irilh 
tune,  which  he  had  defigned  for  Mifs  Hardcaftle ;  but  as  Mrs.  Bulkeley,  who 
played  the  part,  could  not  fing,  it  was  left  out.  He  afterwards  wrote  it  down 
for  me,  by  which  means  it  was  preferved,  and  now  appears  amdngft  his  poems. 
Dr.  Johnfon,  in  his  way  home,  ftopt  at  my  lodgings  in  Piccadilly,  and. fat 
with  me,  drinking  tea  a  fecond  time,  till  a  late  hour* 

I  told  him  that  Mrs.  Macaulay  faid,  fhe  wondered  how  he  could  reconcile 
his  political  principles  with  his  moral ;  his  notions  of  inequality  and  fubordi- 
nation  with  wifliing  well  to  the  happinefs  of  all  mankind,  who  might  live  fo 
agreeably,  had  they  all  their  portions  of  land,  and  none  to  domineer  over 
another.  Johnson.  **  Why,  Sir7 1  reconcile  my  principles  very  well,  becaule 
mankind  are  happier  in  a  ftate  of  inequality  and  fubordination.  Were  they  to 
be  in  this  pretty  ftate  of  equality,  they  would  foon  degenerate  into  brutes  j— 
they  would  become  Monboddo's  nation ; — ^their  tails  would  grow.  Sir,  all 
would  be  lofers,  were  all  to  work  to  all : — ^they  would  have  no  intelleftual 
improvement.  All  intelleftual  improvement  arifes  from  leiflire:  all  leifure 
arifes  from  one  working  for  another." 

Talking  of  the  family  of  Stuart,  he  faW,  "  It  fhould  feem  that  the  family 

at  prefent  on  the  throne  has  now  eftablifhed  as  good  a  right  as  the  former 

family^  by  the  long  confent  of  the  people  j  and  that  to  difhirb  this  right  might 

be  confidered  as  culpable..    At  the  lame  time  I  own,  that  it  is  a  very  difficult 

f        ^  queftion,  when  confidered  with  refpedt  to .  the  houfe  of  Stuart.     To  oblige 

people  to  take,  oaths  as  to.  the  dilputed  right,  is  wrong.  I  know  not  whether 
I  could  take  them :.  but  I  do  not  blame  thofe  who  do."  So  confcienrious  and 
fo  delicate  was  he.  upon  this  fubjedl:,,  which  has  occalioned  fo  much  clamour 
againft  him*  *' 

Talking  of  law  cafes, ,  he  faid, . «  The  Engliih  reports,  in  general,  are  very 
poor :  only  the  half  of  what  has  been  faid  is  taken  down ;  and  of.  that  halfi 
much  is  miilakcn.  Whereas,  in  Scotland,  the  arguments  on  each  fide  are 
deliberately  put  in  writing,  to  be.  confidered  by  the  Court.  I  think  a  collec- 
tion of  your  cafes  upon  fubgedts  of  importance, ,  with  the  opinions  of  the 
Judges  upon  them,  would  be  valuable*" 

On  Thurfdayy  April  15,  I  dined  with  him  and  Dr.  Goldfmith  at  General 

Paoli's.   We  found  here,  Signor  MartinelU,  of  Florence,  authour  of  a  Hiftory 

of  England  in  Italian, ,  printed  at  .London. . 
]  Lfpoke: 
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I  fpoke  of  Allan  Ramfay's  *'  Gentle  Shepherd,"  in  the  Scottifh  dialed,  as      '773- 
the  beft  paftoral  that  had  ever  been  written ;  not  only  abounding  with  beauti-  ^ut.  6^. 
ful  rural  imagery,  and  juft  and  plcafing  fentiments,  but  being  a  real  pifture 
of  manners  5  and  I  offered  to  teaih  Dr.  Johnfon  to  underftand  it.    "  No,  Sir> 
(faid  he,)  I  won't  learn  it.    You  ihall  retain  your  fuperiority  by  my  not 
knowing  it." 

This  brought  on  a  queftion  whether  one  man  is  leflened  by  another's 
acquiring  an  equal  degree  of  knowledge  with  him.  Johnfon  afferted  the 
affirmative.  I  maintained  that  the  pofition  might  be  true  in  thofc  kinds  of 
knowledge  which  produce  wildom,-  power,  and  force,  ib  as  to  enable  one  man 
to  have  die  government  of  others  5  but  that  a  man  is  not  in  any  degree  lef- 
fened  by  others  knowing  as  well  as  he  what  ends  in  mere  pleafure  :— eating 
fine  fruits,  drinking  delicious  wines>  reading  exquifite  poetry. 

The  General  obferved,  that  Martinelli  was  a  Whig.  Johnson.  "  I  am 
forry  for  it.  It  fhews  the  fpirit  of  the  times :  he  is  obliged  to.temporife." 
BoswELL.  **  I  rather  think.  Sir,  that  Toryifm  prevails  in  this  reign.'* 
Johnson.  "  I  know  not  why  you  fliould  think  fo,.  Sir.  You  fee  your  friend 
liOrd.  Lyttelton,.  a  nobleman^  is  obhged  in  his  Hiftor}"  to  write  the  moft 
vulgar  Whiggifm." 

An  animated Idebate  took  place  whether  Martinelli  fhould  continue  his-    \ 
Hiftory.  of  England  to  the  prefent  day.     Goldsmith.  ^  "  To  be  fiirc  he 
ftxould."     Johnson..  "No,  Sir;  he  would  give  great  offence.     He  would 
have-  to-  tell  of  almoft  all-  the  living  great  what  they  do  not  wifh  told." 
GoLDSMiTH.  "  It  may,  perhaps,. be  neccffary  for  a  native  to  be  more  cautious  ;. 
but  a  foreigner  who  comes  among  us  without  prejudice,  may  be  confidered 
as  holding  the  place  of  a  Judge,  and  may  fpeak  his  mind  freely.'*    Johnson.^ 
"  Sir,  a  foreigner,  when  he  fends  a  work  from  the  prefs,  ought  to  be  on  his. 
guard  againft  catching  the  errour  and  miflaken  enthufiafm  of  the  people, 
among  whom  he  happens  to  be."     Goldsmith.  "  Sir,  he  wants  only  to  fell 
his  hillory,  and  tell  truth  i    one  an  honefl,  the  other  a  laudable  motive." 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  they  are  both  laudable  motives.     It  is  laudable  in  a  man  ta. 
Yfifh  to  live  by  his  labours ;  but  he  ihould  write  fb  as  he  may  live  by  them, 
~  not  fo  as  he  may  be  knocked  on  the  head.   I  would  advife  him  to  be  at  Calais 
before  he  publifhes  his  hiftory^  of  the  prefent  age.     A  foreigner  who  attaches 
himfelf  to  a  political  party  in  this  country,  is  in  the  worft  flate  that  can  be 
imagined :   he  is  looked  upon  as  a  mere  intermeddlcr,     A  native  may  do  it 
from  interefl."   Boswell.  "  Or  principle."   Goldsmith.  "  There  are  peopb 
who  tell  a  hundred  political  lies  every  day,  and  are  not  hurt  by  it.     Surelyi 

then>, 
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then,  one  may  tell  truth  with  fafety."  Johnson.  *'  Why,  Sir,  in  the  firft  place^ 
he  who  tRk  9  hundred  lies  has  difarmed  the  force  of  his  lies.  But  befides  j 
a  man  had  rather  have  a  hundred  lies  told  of  him,  than  one  truth  which  he 
does  not  wifh  Ihould  be  told."  Goldsmith.  "  For  my  part,  I'd  tell  truth, 
and  fhame  the  devil."  Johnson.  "Yes,  Sir;  but  the  devil  will  be  angry.  I 
wifh  to  fhame  the  devil  as  much  as  you  do ;  but  I  fhould  choofe  to  be. out  of 
the  reach  of  his  claws."  Goldsmith.  ,"  His  claws  can  do  you  no  harm; 
when  you  have  the  fhield  of  truth."  * 

It  having  been  obferved  that  there  was  litde  hofpitality  in  London ;  Johnson. 
' "  Nay,  Sir,  any  man  who  has  a  name,  or  who  has  the  power  of  plealing, 
will  be  very  generally  invited  in  London.  The  man,  Steme,  I  have  been  told, 
has  had  engagements  for  three  months."  Goldsmith.  "  And  a  very  dull 
.fellow."     Johnson.  "  Why  no.  Sir." 

Martinelli  told  U3,  that  for  feveral  years  he  lived  much  with  Charles 
Townftiend,  and  that  he  ventured  to  tell  him  he  was  a  bad  joker.  Johnson. 
.<c  Why,  Sir,  thus  much  I  can  fay  upon  the  fubjeft.  One  day  he  and  a  few 
more  agreed  to  go  and  dine  in  the  country,  and  each  of  them  was  to  bring  a 
a  friend  in  his  carriage  with  him.  Charles  Townfhend  afked  Fitzherbert  to 
go  with  him,  but  told  him,  *  You  mull  find  fomebody  to  bring  you  back :  I 
can  only  carry  you  there.'  Fitzherbert  did  not  much  like  this  arrangement. 
He  however  confented,  obferving  farcaftically,  ^  It  will  do  very  well  j  for  then 
•the  fame  jokes  will  ferve  you  in  returning  as  in  going." 

An  eminent  publick  charafter  being  mentioned i-— Johnson.  "  I  remember 
;  being  prefent  when  he  Ihewed  himfelf  to  be  fo  corrupted,  or  at  leaft  fomething 
fo  different  from  what  I  think  right,  as  to  maintain,  that  a  member  of  parlia- 
,ment  fhould  go  along  with  his  party  right  or  wrong.  Now,  Sir,  this  is  fb 
remote  from  native  virtue,  from  fcholaftick  virtue,  that  a  good  man  mull  have 
undergone  a  great  change  before  he  can  reconcile  himfelf  to  fuch  a  dodlrine. 
It  is  maintaining,  that  youtnay  lie  to  the  publick;  for  you  lie  when  you  call 
that  right  which  you  think  wrong,  or  the  reverfe.  A  friend  of  ours,  who  is 
too  much  an  echo  of  that  gendeman,  obferved,  that  a  man  who  does  not 
flick  unifornily  to  a  party,  is  only  waiting  to  be  bought.  Why  then,  faid  I, 
.he  is  only  waiting  to  be  what  that  gendeman  is  already." 

We  talked  of  the  King's  coming  to  fee  Goldfmidi's  new  pky. — *'  I  wifh 
he  would,"  faid  Goldfmith  s  adding,  however,  with  an  affefted  indifference, 
*^  Not  that  it  would  do  me  the  leafl  good."  Johnson.  "  Well  then,  Sir,  let 
us  fay  it  would  do  him  good,  (laughing.)  No,  Sir,  this  affeftation  will  not 
pafs  i — it  is  mighty  idle.     In  fuch  a  flate  as  ours,  who  would  not  wifh  to 

pleafe 
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pfeafe  the  chief  magiftrate?"     Goldsmith.  "  I  do  wifh  to  pleafe  him.     I      X773*  . 
remember  a  line  in  Dryden,  ^tat.  64. 

^  And  ev'ry  poet  is^  the  Monarch's  friend.* 

It  ought  to  be  reverfed."    Johnson.  ^*  Nay,  there  are  finer  lines  in  Dryden . 
on  this  fubjed; : 

*  For  colleges  on  bounteous  Kings  depend, 
^  And  never  rebel  was  to  arts  a  friend." 

General  Paoli  obferved,  that  fuccefsful  rebels  might.  Martinelli.  "  Happy 
rebellions/*  Goldsmith.  "  We  have  no  fuch  phrafe."  General  Paoli. 
•*  But  have  you  not  the  thing  ?*'  Goldsmith.  "  Yes  j  all  our  happy  revo- 
lutions. They  have  hurt  our  conftitution,  and  will  hurt  it,  till  we  mend  it  by ' 
another  happy  revolution."— I  never  before  difcovcred  that  my  friend 
Goldfmirii  had  fo  much  of  the  old  prq|jidice  in  him. 

General  Paoli,  talkmg  of  Goldfmith's  new  play,  faid,  "  J7  tf  fait  un  com- 
pliment tres  gracieux  i  une  certaine  grande  dame  i"  meaning  a  Duchefs  of  the 
firil  rank* 

I  exprefled  a  doubt  wKtfther  Goldfmith  intended  it,  in  order  that  I  might 
Jiear  the  truth  from  himfelf.  It,  perhaps,  was  not  quite  fair  to  endeavour  to 
bring  him  to  a  confeffion,  as  he  might  not  wifh  to  avow  pofitively  his  taking 
part  againft  the  Court.  He  fmiled  and  hefitated.  The  General  at  once 
relieved  him,  by  this  beautiful  image :  "  Monjieur  Goldfmith  eft  comme  la  mer 
qui  jefte  des  perks  et  beaucoup  d*autres  belles  chofes^  fans  s'en  appercevoir.'* ' 
Goldsmith.  "  7rh  bien  dity  et  tres  elegammentJ* 

A  perfon  was  mentioned,  who  it  was  faid  could  take  down  in  fhort  hand  the 
Ipeeches  in  parliament  with  perfeft  exafhiels.  Johnson.  *^  Sir,  it  is  impof- 
iible.  I  remember  one  Angel,  who  came  to  me  to  write  for  him  a  Preface  or 
Dedication  to  a  book  upon  fhort  hand,  and  he  profeflfed  to  write  as  fafl  as  a 
man  could  fpeak..  In  order  to  try  him,  I  took  down  a  book,  and  read  while 
he  wrote ;  and  I  favoured  him,  for  I  read  more  deliberately  than  ufual.  I  had 
proceeded  but  a  very  litde  way,  when  he  begged  I  would  defifl,  for  he  could 
not  follow  me."  Hearing  now  for  the  firft  time  of  this  Preface  or  Dedication, . 
I  faid,'  *^  What  an  expence.  Sir,  do  you  put  us  to  in  buying  books,  to  which 
you  have  written  Prefaces  or  Dedications."  Johnson.  "  Why  I  have  dedi- 
cated to  the  Royal  Family  all  round ;  that  is  to  fay,  to  the  lafl  generation  of  the 
Royal  Family/'     Goldsmith.  "  And  perhaps,  Sir,  not  one  fentence  of  wit. 

in . 
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»773-      in  a  whole  Dedication."    Johnson.  «  Perhaps  not.  Sir-"   Bosw£LL.  "What 
JEtat.  64..   ^^hen  is  the  rcafon  for  applying  to  a  particular  perfon  to  do  that  which  any  one 
may  do  as  well?"    Johnson,    "  Why,  Sir,  one  man  has  greater  readincfs 
at  doing  it  than  another." 

I  ipoke  of  Mr.  Harris,  of  Salifbury,  as  being  a  very  learned  man,  and  in 
particular  an  eminent  Grecian.  Johnson.  "  I  am  not  fure  of  that.  His 
friends  give  him  out  as  fuch,  but  I  know  not  who  of  his  friends  are  able  to 
judge  of  it."  Goldsmith.  "  He  is  what  is  much  better :  he  is  a  worthy 
humane  man."  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  that  is  not  to  the  purpofe  of  our 
argument :  that  will  as  much  prove  that  he  can  play  upon  the  fiddle  as  well 
as  Giardini,  as- that  he  is  an  eminent  Grecian."  Goldsmith.  "  The  greateft 
mufical  performers  have  but  fmall  emoluments.  Giardini,  I  am  told,  does 
not  get  above  feven  hundred  a  year."  Johnson.  "  That  is,  indeed,  but  litde 
for  a  man  to  get,  who  does  beft  that  which  fo  many  endeavour  to  do.  There 
is  nothing,  I  think,  in  which  the  power  of  art  is  fliewn  fo  much  as  in  playing 
on  the  fiddle.  In  all  other  things  we  can  do  fomething  at  firft.  Any  man 
jvill  forge  a  bar  of  iron,  if  you  give  him  a  hammer ;  not  fo  well  as  a  fmith, , 
but  tolerably.  A  man  will  faw  a  piece  of  wood,  and  make  a  box,  though  a 
clumfy  one ;  but  give  him  a  fiddle  and  a  fiddle-ftick,  and  he  can  do  nothing." 

On  Monday,  April  19,  he  called  on  me  with  Mrs.  Williams,  in  Mr, 
Strahan's  coach,  and  carried  me  out  to  dine  with  Mr.  Elphinfton,  at  his 
iicademy  at  Kenfington.  A  printer  having  acquired  a  fortune  fufEcient  to 
keep  his  coach,  was  a  good  topick  for  the  credit  of  literature.  Mrs.  Williams 
faid,  that  another  printer,  Mr.  Hamilton,  had  not  waited  fo  long  as  Mr. 
Strahan,  but  had  kept  his  coach  feveral  years  fooner.  Johnson.  "  He  was 
in  the  right.  Life  is  fhort.  The  fooner  that  a  man  be^ns  to  enjoy  his  wealth 
the  better." 

Mr.  Elphinfton  talked  of  a  new  book  that  was  much  admired,  and  afked 
Dr.  Johnfon  if  he  had  read  it.  Johnson.  "  I  have  looked  into  it."  "  What 
(faid  Elphinfton,)  have  you  not  read  it  through?"  Johnfon,  offended  at 
being  dius  prefled,  and  fo  obliged  to  own  his  curfory  mode  of  reading, 
anfwered  tardy,  "  No,  Sir;  do ^^«  read  hooks  through  ?'' 

He  this  day  again  defended  duelling,  and  put  his  argument  upon  what  I 
have  ever  thought  the  moft  folid  bafis ;  that  if  publick  war  be  allowed  to 
be  confiftent  with  morality,  private  war  muft  be  equally  fo.  Indeed  we  may 
obferve  what  ftrained  arguments  are  ufed,  to  reconcile  war  with  the  Chriftian 
religion.  But,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  exceedingly  clear  that  duelling  having 
better  reafohs  for  its  barbarous  violence,  is  more  juftifiablc  than  war,   in 

which 


THE     LIFE    OP     DR.    JOHNSON/ 

"which  thoufands  go  forth  without  any  cauie  of  perfonal  quarrel^  and  malTacre 

^  each  other. 

On  Wednefilay,  April  21,  I  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Thrale*s.  A  gentle- 
man attacked  Garrick  for  being  vain.  Johnson.  *'  No  wonder.  Sir,  that  he 
is  vain  j  a  man  who  is  perpetually  flattered  in  every  mode  that  can  be  con- 
ceived. So  many  bellows  have  blown  the  fire,  that  one  wonders  he  is  not  by 
this  time  become  a  cinder."  Boswell.  '*  And  llich  bellows  too.  Lord 
Mansfield  with  his  cheeks  like  to  burit :  Lord  Chatham  like  an  ^olus.  I 
have  read  fuch  notes  from  them  to  him  as  were  enough  to  turn  his  head." 
Johnson.  ^*  True.  When  he  whom  every  body  elfe  flatters,  flatters  me,  I 
then  am  truly  happy.'*  Mrs.  Thrale.  "  The  fentiment  is  in  Congrevc,  I 
think."     Johnson.  "  Yes,  Madam,  in  *  The  Way  of  the  World  :* 

'  *  If  there's  delight  in  love,  'tis  when  I  fee 

*  That  heart  which  others  bleed  for,  bleed  for  me.' 

No,  Sir,  I  fhould  not  be  furprized  though  Garrick  chained  the  ocean,  and 
laftied  the  winds."  Boswell.  "  Should  it  not  be.  Sir,  lafhed  the  ocean  and 
chained  the  winds  ?"    Johnson.  ^^  No,  Sir ;  recolleft  the  original : 

^  h  Corum  alque  Eurum  Jolitus  J^vire  fiageUis 
^  Barbarus^  Molio  nunquam  hoc  in  carcere  paffisp 

*  Ijfim  compedUms  qui  vinxena  Eimqfigaum^'* 

This  does  very  well,  when  both  the  winds  and  the  fea  are  perfonifier*  and 
mentioned  by  their  mythological  names,  as  in  Juvenal;  but  when  they  are  men- 
tioned in  plain  language,  the  applioltion  of  the  epithets  fuggcflied  by  mc,  i« 
the  moft  obvious ;  and  accordingly  my  friend  himfelfi  in  his  imitation  of  the 
paflage  which  defcribes  Xerxes,  has 

^*  The  waves  he  laflies,  and  enchains  the  wind." 

The  modes  of  living  in  different  countries,  and  the  various  views  with  which 
men  travel  in  quefl:  of  new  fcenes,  having  been  talked  of,  a  learned  gentleman 
who  holds  a  conflderable  office  in  the  law,  expatiated  on  the  happinefe  of  a 
favage  life  5  and  mentioned  an  inftance  of  an  officer  who  had  actually  lived  for 
fome  time  in  the  wilds  of  America,  of  whom,  when  in  that  fl:ate,  he  quoted 
this  refleftion  with  an  air  of  admiration,  as  if  it  had  been  deeply  philofo- 
phical ;  «  Here  am  I,  free  and  unreflxained,  amidft  the  rude  magnificence  of 
Nature,  with  this  Indian  woman  .by  my  fide,  and  this  gun,  widi  which  I  can 

^  {{  procure 
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procure  food  when  I  want  it :  what  more  can  be  defired  for  human  happU 
nefs  ?"  It  did  not  require  much  fagacity  to  forefee  that  fuch  a  fentimenc 
would  not  be  permitted  to  pafs  without  due  anhnadvcrfioti.  JaHNSoN*  "  Do 
not  allow  yourfelf.  Sir,  to  be  impofed  upon  by  fiich  grofe  abfurdity.  It  is  fad 
fluff;  it  is  brutifh.  If  a  bull  could  Ipeak,  he  might  as-well  exclaim,-~Herc 
am  I  with  this  cow  and  this  grafs  j  what  being  can  enjoy  greater  felicity  ?" 

We  talked  of  the  melancholy  end  of  a  gendeman  who  had  deflroyed  him* 
felf.  Johnson.  "  It  was  owing  to  imaginary  difficulties  in  his  affairs,,  which,. 
had  he  talked  with  any  friend,  would  foon  have  ^anij(hed."  BoswELt.  "  Do 
you  think.  Sir,  that  all  who  commit  fuicide  are  mad  ?"  Johnson.  ^  Sir, 
they  are  often  not  univerfally  difordered  in  their  intelle6b,  but  one  pafiion 
preffes  fo  upon  them  that  they  yield  to  it,  and  commit  fuicide,  as  a 
paffionate  man  will  flab  another."  He  added,  "  I  have  often  thought,  that 
after  a  man  has  taken  the  refolution  to  kill  himfelf,  it  is  not  courage  in  him  to? 
do  any  thing,  however  defperate,  becaufe  he  has  nothing  to  fear."  Goldsmith. 
**  I  don't  fee  that."  Johnson.  "  Nay  but,  my  dear  Sir,  why  fbould  not  yoir 
fee  what  every  one  elfe  fees  ?"  Goldsmith.  "  It  is  for  fear  of  fometbing  that 
he  has  refolved  to  kill  himfelf;  and  will  not  that  timid  difpofition  reflrain 
him  ?"  Johnson.  "  It  does  not  fignify  that  the  fear  of  fomething  made  him 
refolve;  it  is  upon  the  flate  of  his  mind  after  the  refolution  is  taken,  that  I 
argue.  Suppofe  a  man,  either  from  fear,  or  pride,  or  confcience,  or  whatever 
motive,  has  refolved  to  kill  himfelf;  when  once  the  refolution  is  taken,  he 
has  nothing  to  fear.  He  may  then  go  and  take  the  King  of  Pruffia  by  the 
nofe,  at  the  head  of  his  army.  He  cannot  fear  the  rack,  who  is  refolved  to 
kill  himfelf  When  Euflace  Budgel  was  walking  down  to  the  Thames  deter- 
mined to  drown  himfelf,  he  might,  if  he  pleafed,  without  any  apprehenfion 
of  danger,  have  turned  afide,  and  firfl  fet  fire  to  St.  James's  palace." 

On  Tuefday,  April  27,  Mr.  Beauclerk  and  I  called  on  him  in  the  morning,, 
As  we  walked  up  Johnfon's-court,  I  faid,  "  I  have  a  veneration  for  this  court;" 
and  was  glad  to  find  that  Beauclerk  had  the  fame  reverential  cnthufiafm.^  We 
found  him  alone.  We  talked  of  Mr.  Andrew  Stuart's  elegant  and  plaufible 
Letters  to  Lord  Mansfield ;  a  copy  of  which  had  been  fent  by  the  authour 
to  Dr.  Johnfon.  Johnson.  "  They  have  not  anfwered  the  end.  They 
have  not  been  talked  of:  I  have  never  heard  of  them.  This  is  owing  to 
their  not  being  fold.  People  feldom  read  a  book  which  is  given  to  them; 
and  few  are  given.  The  way  to  fpread  a  work  is  to  fell  it  at  a  low  price.  No 
man  will  fend  to  buy  a  thing  that  cofls  even  fix-pence,  without  an  intention  to 
read  it."    Boswell.  "  May  it  not  be  doubted.  Sir,  whether  it  be  proper  to 

I  publifh 
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publifh  letters,  arraigning  the  ultimate  decifion  of  an  important  caufe  by  the  ^773- 
fuprcme  judicature  of  the  nation  ?'*  Johnson-  «  No,  Sir,  I  do  not  think  it  ieJIJf^ 
was  wrong  to  publifh  thefe  letters.  If  they  are  thought  to  do  harm,  why  not 
anfwer  them  f  But  they  will  do  no  harm.  If  Mr.  Douglas  be  indeed  the 
fon  of  Lady  Jane,  he  cannot  be  hurt :  if  he  be  not  her  fon,  and  yet  has  the 
great  eftate  of  the  family  of  Douglas,  he  may  well  fubmit  to  have  a  pamphlet 
againft  him  by  Andrew  Stuart.  Sir,  I  think  fiich  a  publication  does  good,^  as 
it  does  good  to  ihew  us  the  poffibilities  of  human  life.  And,  Sir>  you  will 
not  lay  that  the  Douglas  caufe  was  a  caufe  of  eafy  decifion,  when  it  divided 
your  Court  as  much  as  it  could  do,  to  be  determined  at  all.  When  your 
Judges  were  feven  and  feven,  the  cafting  vote  of  the  Prefident  muft  be  given 
on  one  fide  or  other  5  no  matter,  for  rhy  argument,  on  which  -,  one  or  the 
other  muji  be  taken ;  as  when  I  am  to  move,  there  is  no  matter  which  leg 
I  move  firft.  And  then.  Sir,  it  was  otherwife  determined  here.  No,  Sir,  a 
more  dubious  determination  of  any  queftion  cannot  be  imagined  *.*' 

He  faid,  "Goldfmith  fhould  not.be  for  ever  attempting  to  fhine  in  conver- 
fation :  he  has  not  temper  for  it,  he  is  fo  much  mortified  when  he  fails.  Sir, 
a  game  of  jokes  is  compofed  partly  of  (kill,  partly  of  chance.  A  man  may 
be  beat  at  times  by  one  who  has  not  the  tenth  part  of  his  wit.  Now  Gold- 
fmith's  putting  himfelf  againft  another,  is  like  a  man  laying  a  hundred  to  one 
who  cannot  fpare  the  hundred.  It  is  not  worth  a  man's  while.  A  man  fhould 
not  lay  a  hundred  to  one,  ui^efs  he  can  eafily  fpare  it,  though  he  has  a  hundi*ed 
chances  for  him:  he  can  get  but  a  guinea,  and  he  may  lofe  a  hundred. 
Goldfmidi  is  in  this  ftate.  When  he  contends,  if  he  gets  the  better,  it  is  a 
very  litde  addition  to  a  man  of  his  literary  reputation :  if  he  does  not  get  the 
better,  he  is  miferably  vexed."     ' 

Johnfon*s  own  fuperlative  power  of  wit  let  him  above  any  rifle  of  fuch 
uneafinefs.  Garrick  had  remarked  to  me  of  him,  a  few  days  before,  "  Rabe- 
lais  and  all  other  wits  are  nothing  compared  with  him.  You  may  be  diverted 
by  them  j  but  Johnfon  gives  you  a  forcible  hug,  and  Ihakes  laughter  out  of 
you,  whether  you  will  or  no." 

*  I  reg|[«tted  that  Dr.  Johnfon  never  took  the  tronble  to  (lady  a  queftion  which  interefted  nations. 
He  would  npt  even  read  a  pamphlet  which  I  wrote  upon  it,  entitled  **  The  Efienceof  the  Douglas 
Caiiie,"  whichy  I  have  reafon  to  flatter  inyfelf,  had  confiderable  efied  in  favour  of  Mr.  Douglas ; 
of  whofe  legitimate  filiation  I  was  then,  and  am  ilill^  firmly  convinced*  Let  me  add»  that  no  fad 
can  be  more  refpedably  afcertained,  than  by  a  judgement  of  the  moft  auguft  tribunal  in  the 
world ;  a  judgement,  in  which  Lord  Mansfield  and  Lord  Camden  united  in  17694  and  from  which 
only  five  of  a  numerous  body  ehtered  a  proteft. 

Fff  2  '  Goldfmith, 
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Goldfmich,  however,  was  often  very  fortunate  in  his  witty  contefts,  evcm^ 
when  he  entered  the  lifts  with  Johnfon  himfelf.     Sir  Jofhiia  Reynolds  was  ia 
company  with  them  one  day,  when  Goldftnith  faid^  that  he  thought  he  could 
write  a  good  fable,  mentioned  the  fimplicity  which  that  kind  of  compofition. 
requires,  and  obferved,  that  in  moft  fables  the  animals  introduced  feldom  talk 
in  charafter.     **  For  inftance,  (faid  he^,)  the  fabte  of  the  little  fifties,  who  faw. 
birds  fly  over  their  heads,  and  envying  them,  petitioned  Jupiter  to  be  changed 
into  birds.     The  Ikill  (continued  he,)  confifts  in  making  them  talk  like  little 
fifties."     While  he  indulged  himfelf  in.  diis  fanciful  reverie,    he  obferved 
Johnfon  ftiaking  his  fides,  and  laughing.     Upon  which  he  fmardy  proceeded, . 
"  Why,  Dr»  Johnfon,  this  is  not  fo  eafy  as  you  feemto  .think  j  for  if  you. 
were  to  niake  litde  fifties  talk,  they  would  talk  like  whales/' 

Johnfon,  though  remarkable  for  his  great  variety  of  compofition,  never 
cxercifed  his  talents  in  fable,  except  we  allow  his.  beautifiil  tale  publiftied  in . 
Mrs.  Williams's  Mifcellanies  to  be  of  that.fpecies...   I  have,  however,  found 
among  his  manufcript  coUeftions  the  following  flcetch.of  one: . 

"  Glow-worm  lying  in  the  garden  law  a  candle  in  a  neighbouring  palace,*— 
ind  complained  of  the  litdenefs  of  his  own  light ; — another  obferved — wait 
a  little ; — loon  dark  jr— have  oudafted  «:o;^a  [many'jof  thefe  glaring  lights  which 
only  are  brighter  as  they  hafte  to.  nothing." 

Oh  Thurfday,  April  29,  I  dined  with  him  at  General  Ogkthorpe's>  where 
were  Sir  Joftiua  Reynolds,  Mr.  Langton,  Dr.  Goldfmith>  and  Mr.  Thralc 
I  was  very  defirous  to  get  Dn  Johnfon  ablblutely  fixed  ia  his  refblution  to  gq 
with  me  to  the  Hebrides  this  year ;  and  I  told  him  that  I  had  received  a. 
letter  from  Dr.  Robertfon  the  hiftorian  upon  the  fubjeft,  with  which  he  was 
much  pleafed,  and  now  talked  in*  fuch  a  manner  of  his  long-intended  tour> .  that 
I.  was  farisfied  he  meant  to  fiilfil  his  engagement. 

The  cuftom  of  earing  dog^  at  Otaheita  being;  mentioned,  Goldfinith 
obferved,  that  this  was  alfo  a  cuftom  in  China ; .  that  a  dog-butcher  is  as  com- 
mon there  as  any  other  butcher;  and  that  when  he  walks  abroad  all  the  dogst 
fall  on  himr  Johnson.  *^  That  is  not  owing  to  his  killing  dogs.  Sir.  I. 
remember  a  butcher  at  Lichfield,  whom  a  dog  that  was  in  the  houfe  where  I* 
lived,  always  attacked*  It  is  the  fmell  of  carnage  which  provokes  this,  let  the 
animals  he  has  killed  be  what  they  may."  Goldsmith.  "  Yes,  there  is  a 
general  abhorrence  in  animals  at  the  figns  of  maffacre.  If  you  put  a  tub  full  of 
blood  into  a  ftable,  the  horfcs  are  like  to  go  mad."  Johnson.  "  I,  doubt 
that."  Goldsmith.  "  Nay,  Sir,  it  is  a  fadt  well  authenticated."  Thrale^ 
^  You  had  better  prove  it  before  you  put  it  into  your  book  on  natural  hiftory* 

You- 
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You  may  da  it  in  my  liable  if  you  wilL"  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  I  would 
not  have  him  prove  it.  If  he  is  content  to  take  his  information  from  others, 
he  may  get  through  his  book  with  little  trouble,  and  without  much  endanger- 
ing his  reputation.  But  if  he  makes  experiments  for  fo  comprehenfive  a  boolc 
as  his,  there  would  be  no  end  to .  them ;  his  erroneous  affertions  would  then, 
fall  upon  himielf;  and  he  might  be  blamed  for  not  having  made  experiments, 
as  to  every  particular." 

The  charafter  of  Mallet  having  been  introduced,  and  fpoken  of  flightingly  by 
Goldfmith;   Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  Mallet  had  talents  enough  to  keep  his  lite- 
rary reputation  alive  as  long  as  he  himfelf  lived ;  and  that,  let  me  tell  you,  is  a 
good  deal."     Goldsmith.  "But  I  cannot  agree  that  it  wa&fo-     His  literary^ 
reputation  was  dead  long  before  his  natural  death.   I  confider  an  authour's  lite- 
rary reputation  to  be  alive  only  while  his  name  will  enfure  a  good  price  for  his^ 
copy  from  the  bookfellers.     I  will  get  you  (to  Jphnfon,)  a  hundred  guineas  - 
for  any  thing  whatever  that  you  (hall  write,  if  you  put  your  name  to  kJ' 
-  Dr.  Goldfmith's  new  play,  "  She  ftoops  to  conquer,"  being  mentioned ; ; 
Johnson.  *^  I  know  of  no  comedy  for  many  years  that  has  fo  much  exhila- 
rated, an  audience,  that  has  anfwered  fo  much  the  great  end  of  comedy,—^ 
making  an  audience  merry." 

Goldfmith  having  faid,  that  Garrick's  compliment  to  the  Queen,  which  her 
introduced  into  the  play  of  *  The  Chances,'  which  he  had  altered  and  reviled  I 
this  year,  was  mean  and. grols  flattery  i — ^Johnson.  **  Why,  Sir,  I  would  not: 
write,  I  would  not  give  folemnly:  under  my  hand  a  charafter  beyemd  what.I/ 
thought  really  true  i.  but  a  Ipeech  on  the  ftag^,  let  it  flatter  ever  fo  cxtrava- 
gandy,  is  formular. ,  It  has  always  been  formular  to  flatter  Kings  and  Queens  j . 
fo  much  fo>,  that  even  in  our  church-fervice  we  have  *our  mofl:  religious  i 
King,'  ufed  indifcriminately,,  whoever  is  King..  Nay,  they  even  flatter  them-- 
felves  5— '*  we  have  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  grant.' — No  modern  flattery,  how^  • 
ever,  is  fo  grofs  as  that.of  the  Auguftan  age,  where  the  Emperour  was  deified, . 
^  Frajens  Divus.habebitur  Auguftus^  And  as  to.meannefs,  (rifiiiginto  warmth,)  ^ 
how  is  it  mean  in  a  j)layer,-— a  fhowman> — ^a  fellow  who  exhibits-  himfelf  for 
a  fliiUing,  to  flatter  his  Queen  ?  The  attempt,  indeed^was  dangerous  ;  for  if.- 
it  had  mifled,  what  became  of  Garrick,  and  what  became  of  the  Queen?. 
As  Sir  WiHiam  Temple  fays  of  a ,  great  General^  it  is  necd&ry*  not  only  that . 
his  defigns  fliould  be  formed  in  a.  mafterly  manner, .  but  that  they  fllould  be  * 
attended  with  fuccefs.  Sir,  it  is  right,. at  a  time  when  the  Royal  Family, 
is  not  generally  liked,  to  let  it  be  feen  that  the  people  like  at  leafl:  one  of^ 

ihcm,"    Sir  Joshua  Kbynolds.  '^  1  do  not  perceive  why  the  profcflion  erf*  a* 

player. 
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player  fhould  be  definfed ;  for  the  great  and  ultimate  end  of  all  d^  employ* 
ments  of  mankind  is  to  produce  amufcment.  Garrick  produces  more  amufe- 
ment  than  any  body."  Boswell.  "  You  fay.  Dr.  Johnfon,  that  Garrick 
exhibits  himfelf  for  a  fliilling.  In  this  refpeft  he  is  only  on  a  footing  with  a 
lawyer  who  exhibits  himfelf  for  his  fee,  and  even  will  maintain  any  nonfcnfe 
or  abfurdity,  if  the  cafe  requires  it.  Garrick  rcfufes  a  play  or  a  part  which  he 
does  not  like;  a  lawyer  never  refufes."  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  what  does 
this  prove  ?  only  that  a  lawyer  is  worfe.  BofwcU  is  now  like  Jack  in  ^  The 
Tale  of  a  Tub,'  who,  when  he  is  puzzled  by  an  argument,  hangs  himfelfl 
He  thinks  I  fliall  cut  him  down,  but  Til  let  him  hang,"  (laughing  vociferoufly.) 
Sir  Joshua  Reynolds.  "  Mr.  Bofwell  thinks  that  the  profefEon  of  a  lawyer 
being  unqueftionably  honourable,  if  he  can  Ihew  die  profeffion  of  a  player  to 
be  more  honourable,  he  proves  his  argument." 

On  Friday,  April  30,  I  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Beauderk's,  where  were 
Lord  Charlemont,  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds,  and  fome  more  members  d[  the 
Literary  Club,  whom  he  had  obligingly  invited  to  meet  me,  as  I  was  this 
evening  to  be  balloted  for  as  candidate  for  admiffion  into  that  diftinguiihed 
fociety.  Johnfon  had  done  me  the  honour  to  propofe  me,  {«id  Beauclerk  was 
very  zealous  for  me. 

Goldfmith  being  mentioned i — ^Johnson.  "  It  is  amazing  how  little  Goldfmith 
knows.  He  feldom  comes  where  he  is  not  more  ignorant  than  any  one  dfe. 
Sir  Joshua  Reynolds.  "  Yet  there  is  no  man  whofe  company  is  more  liked. 
JoHNso^i.  **  To  be  fore.  Sir.  When  people  find  a  man  of  the  moft  diftin- 
guiffied  abilities  as  a  writer,  their  inferiour  while  he  is  with  them,  it  muft  be 
highly  gratifying  to  them.  What  Goldfinith  comically  fays  of  himfelf  is  very 
true,— he  always  gets  the*  better  when  he  argues  alone  i— meaning,  that  he  is 
mafter  of  a  fubjeft  in  his  ftudy,  and  can  write  well  upon  it  j  but  when  he 
comes  into  company,  grows  confufed,  and  unable  to  talk.  Take  him  as  a 
poet,  his  *  Traveller'  is  a  very  fine  performance  i  aye,  and  fo  is  his  *  Deierted 
Village,*  were  it  not  fometimes  too  much  the  echo  of  his  *  Traveller.* 
Whether,  indeed,  we  take  him  as  a  poet, — ^as  a  comick  writer, — or  as  an 
hiftorian,  he  ftands  in  the  firft  clafs."  Boswell.  "  An  hiftorian !  My  dear  Sir, 
you  furely  will  not  rank  his  compilation  of  the  Roman  Hiftory  with  the  works 
of  other  hiftorians  of  this  age  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why,  who  are  before  him  ?** 
Boswell.  "  Hume,— Robertfon, — ^Lord  Lyttelton."  Johnson.  (His  anti- 
pathy to  the  Scotch  beginning  to  rife,)  "  I  have  not  read  Hume ;  but,  doubt- 
lefs,  Goldfmith's  Hiftory  is  better  than  the  verbiage  of  Robertfon,  or  th^  foppery 
of  Dalrymple."   Boswell.  **  Will  you  not  admit  the  fuperiority  of  Robertfon, 

in 
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in  whofe  Hiftory  we  find  fuch  penetration,— -fuch  painting?'*  Johnson.  '773- 
"  Sir,  you  muft  confider  how  that  penetration  and  that  painting  are  employed,  ^lat.  64. 
It  is  riot  hiftory,  it  is  innagination.  He  who  defcribes  what  he  never  faw, 
draws  from  fency.  Robertfon  paints  minds  as  Sir  Jofliua  paints  faces  in  a 
hiftory-picce :  he  imagines  an  heroick  countenance.  You  muft  look  upon 
Robertfon's  work  as  romance,  and  try  it  by  that  ftandard.  Hiftory  it.  is 
not.  Befides,  Sir,  it  is  the  great  excellence  of  a  writer  to  put  into  his  book 
as  much  as  his  book  will  hold.  Goldfmith  has  done  this  in  his  Hiftory.  Now 
Robertfon  might  have  put  twice  as  much  into  his  book.  Robertfon  is  like  a 
man  who  has  packed  gold  in  wool :  the  wool  takes  up  more  room  than  the 
gold.  No,  Siri  I  always  thought  Robertfon  would  be  crulhed  by  his  own 
weight,— would  be  buried  under  his  own  ornaments.  Goldfmith  tells  you 
Ihortly  all  you  want  to  know :  Robertfon  detains  you  a  great  deal  too  long. 
No  man  will  read  Robcrtfon's  cumbrous  detail  a  fecond  time  j  but  Goldfmith's 
plain  narrative  will  pleafe  again  and  again.  I  would  fay  to  Robertfon  what  an 
old  tutor  of  a  College  faid  to  one  of  his  pupils :  *  Read  over  your  compo- 
fitions,  and  wherever  you  meet  with  a  paffage  which  you  think  is  particularly 
fine,  ftrike  it  out.'  Goldfmith's  abridgement  is  better  than  that  of  Lucius 
Florus  or  Eutropius ;  and  I  will  venture  to  fay,  that  if  you  compare  him  with 
Vertot,  in  the  lame  places  of  the  Roman  Hiftory,  you  will  find  that  he  excels 
Vertot.  Sir,  he  has  the  art  of  compiling,  and  of  faying  every  thing  he  has  to 
iay  in  a  pleafing  manner.  He  is  now  writing  a  Natural  Hiftory,  and  will  make 
it  as  entertaining  as  a  Perfian  Tale.'* 

I  cannot  difmifs  the  prefent  topick  without  obferving,  that  it  is  probable 
that  Dr.  Johnfon,  who  owned  that  he  often  **  talked  for  viftory,"  rather  urged 
plaxifible  objedtions  to  Dr.  Robertfon's  excellent  hiftorical  works,  in  the  ardour 
of  conteft,  than  exprefled  his  real  and  decided  opinion  5  for  it  is  not  eafy  to 
fuppofe,  that  he  ftiould  fo  widely  differ  from  the  reft  of  the  literary  world. 

Johnson.  «  I  remember  once  being  with  Goldfmith  in  WefthiiiAer-abbey. . 
While  we  furveyed  the  Poets'  Corner,  I  faid  to  him^ 

* 

*  Forjitan  et  mftrum  nomen  mifceHtur  iftis  ^.* 

When  we  got  to  Temple-bar  he  ftopped  me,  pointed  to  the  heads  uporv  it, , 
and  flily  whifpered  me, 

*  Forfttan  et  nojirum  nomen  mifcehitur  istis  '.'^ 

'  Ovid,  de  Art.  Amand.  1.  in.  v.  13. 

*  lo  aUaiion  to  I>i>«^  Joimfbn's  fuppofed  political  principles,  and  perhaps  hiA  owir. 

Johnfon 
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»775'  Johnfon  praifed  John  Bunyan  highly.  ^'  His  *  Pilgrim's  Progrefe'  Tm 
j^t^z[  great  merit,  both  for  invention,  imagination,  and  the  condudt  of  the  ftorjr ; 
and  it  has  had  the  beft  evidence  of  its  merit,  the  general  and  continued  appro- 
bation of  mankind.  Few  books,  I  believe,  have  had  a  more  cxtenfive  fate. 
It  is  remarkable;,  that  it  begins  very  much  like  the  poem  of  Dante ;  yet  there 
was  no  tranQation  of  Dante  when  Bunyan  wrote.  There  is  feaibn  to  think 
'^      '  that  he  had  read  Spencer." 

A  propofition  which  had  been  agitated,  that  monuments  to  eminent  perfona 
ihould,  for  the  time  to  come,  be  eredted  in  St.  Paul's  church  as  well  as  in 
Weftminfter-abbey,  was  mentioned  j  and  it  was  afked,  who  fhould  be  honoured 
by  having  his  monument  firft  «refted  there.  Somebody  fuggefted  Popc^ 
Johnson.  *^  Why,  Sir,  as  Pope  was  a  Roman  Catholick,  I  would  not  have 
his  to  be  firft.  I  think  Milton's  rather  Ihould  haye  the  precedence.  I  think 
more  highly  of  him  now  than  I  did  at  twenty.  There  is  more  thinking  ia 
him  and  in  Buder  than  in  any  of  our  poets." 

Some  of  the  company  cxprefled  a  wonder  why  the  authour  of  fo  excellent 
a  book  as  "  The  whole  Duty  of  Man"  fhould  conceal  himfclf.  Johnson^ 
*'  There  may  be  different  reafons  affigned  for  this,  any  one  of  which  would  be 
very  fufficient.  He  may  have  l>een  a  clergyman,  and  may  have  thought  that 
his  religious  counfels  would  have  lefs  weight  when  known  to  come  from  a  man 
whofe  profeflion  was  Theology.  He  may  have  been  a  man  whofe  pradkice 
was  not  fuitable  to  his  principles ;  fo  that  his  character  might  injure  the  effedt 
of  his  book,  which  he  had  written  in  a  feafon  of  penitence.  Or  he  may  have 
been  a  man  of  rigid  Telf-denial,  fo  that  he  would  have  no  reward  for  his  pious 
labours  while  in  Ais  world,  but  refer  it  all  to  a  future  flate." 

The  gentlemen  wentaway  to  their  club,  and  I  was  left  at  Beauclerk^s  till 
the  fate  of  my  eleAioa  ihould  be  announced  to  me.  In  a  fhort  time  I 
received  the  agreeable  intelligence  that  I  was  chofen.  I  haftened  to  the  place 
of  meeting,  and  was  introduced  to  fuch  a  fociety  as  can  feldom  be  found, 
Mr.  Edmund  Burke,  whom  I  then  faw  for  the  firft  time,  and  whofe  fplendid 
talents  had  long  made  obc  ardently  wifli  for  his  acquaintance  j  Dr.  Nugent, 
Mr.  Garrick,  Dr.  GoldTmith,  Mr.  (now  Sir  William,)  Jones,  and  the  com- 
pany with  whom  I  had  dined.  Upon  my  entrance,  Johnfon  placed  himfelf 
behind  a  chair,  on  which  he  leaned  as  on  a  defk  or  pulpit,  and  with  humorous 
formality  gave  me  a  Charge,  pointing  out  the  conduft  expedled  from  me  as  a 
£ood  member  of  this  club. 

Goldfmith  produced  fome  very  abfurd  verfes  which  had  been  publickly 
j:ccitcd  to  an  audience  for  money*    Johnson*  "  I  can  match  this  nonicnfc. 

^   There 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON.  409 

There  was  a  poem  called  ^  Eugenio/  which  came  out  fbmc  years  ago,  arid     «775* 
concluded  thus :  kut  64! 

^  And  now,  ye  trifling  felf-afluming  elves, 
^  Brimful  of  pride,  of  nothmg,  of  yourfelves, 

*  Survey  Eugcnio,  view  him  o'er  and  o'er, 

'  Then  fink  into  yourfelves,  and  be  no  more/ 

Nay,  Drydcn  in  his  poem  on  the  Royal  Society,  has  thefe  lines : 

*  Then  we  upon  our  globe's  laft  verge  Ihall  go,    ■ 

*  And  fee  the  ocean  leaning  on  the  Iky ; 

^  From  thence  our  rolling  neighbours  we  fhall  know, 

*  And  on  the  lunar  world  fccurely  pry." 

Talking  of  puns,  Johnfon,  who  had  a  great  contempt  for  that  Ipecies  of 
wit,  deigned  to  allow  that  there  was  one  good  pun  in  "  Menagiana,"  I  think 
on  the  word  corps. 

Much  pleafant  converfation  pafled,  which  Johnfon  relilhed  with  great  good 
humour*  But  his  converfation  alone,  or  what  led  to  it,  or  was  interwoven 
with  it,  is  the  bufinefs  d£  this  work. 

On  Saturday,  May  i,  we  dined  by  ourfelves  at  our  old  rendezvous,  the 
JVIitre  tavern.  He  was  placid,  but  not  much  dilpofed  to  talk.  IHc  obferved, 
that  **  The  Irilh  mix  better  with  the  Englilh  than  the  Scotch  do  i  their  lan- 
guage is  nearer  to  Englifli  j  as  a  proof  of  which,  they  fucceed  very  well  as 
players,  which  Scotchmen  do  not.  Then,  Sir,  they  have  not  that  extreme 
nationality  which  we  find  in  the  Scotch.  I  will  do  you,  Bofwell,  ^he  juftice 
to  fay,  that  you  are  the  moft  unJcottiJUd  of  your  countrymen.  You  are  almoft 
the  only  inftance  of  a  Scotchman  that  I  have  known,  who  did  not  at  every 
other  fentence  bring  in  Ibme  other  Scotchman." 

We  drank  tea  with  Mrs.  Williams.  I  introduced  a  queftion  which  has  been 
much  agitated  in  the  Church  of  Scotland,  whether  the  claim  of  lay-patrons  to 
prefent  minifters  to  parilhes  be  well  founded  ^  and  fuppofing  it  to  be  well 
founded,  whether  it  ought  to  be  exercifed  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
'  j>eop]je  ?  That  Church  is  compofed  of  a  feries  of  judicatures :  a  Prefbytery,— • 
.a  Synod, — ^and,  finally,  a  General  Aflembly  j  before  all  of  which,  this  matter 
.may  be  contended :  and  in  fome  cafes  the  Prefbytery  having  refufed  to  indudt 
or/enle,  as  they  call  it,  the  perfon  prefented  by  the  patron,  it  has  been  found 
CLCccflary  to  appeal  to  the  General  Aflembly.   He  faid,  I  might  fee  the  fubjedt 
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»773*  well  treated  in  the  '*  Defence  of  Pluralities  ;'*  and  aldiough  he  thought  that  a 
JgJ^J^^  patron  Ihould  exercife  his  right  with  tendemefs  to  the  inclinations  of  the  people 
of  a  parifli,  he  was  very  clear  as  to  his  right.  Then  fuppofing  the  queftion 
to  be  pleaded  before  the  General  Aflembly,  he  diftated  to  me  what  follows : 

**  Against  the  right  of  patrons  is  commonly  oppofed,  by  the  inferiour 
judicatures,  the  plea  of  confcience.  Their  confcience  tells  them,  that  the 
people  ought  to  choofe  their  paftor;  their  confcience  tells  them  that  they 
ought  not  to  impofe  upon  a  congregation  a  minifter  ungrateful  and  unaccept- 
able to  his  auditors.  Confcience  is  nothing  more  than  a  convidtion  felt  by  our- 
felves  of  fomething  to  be  done,  or  fomething  to  be  avoided ;  and,  in  qucftions 
of  fimple  unperplexed  morality,  confcience  is  very  often  a  guide  that  may 
be  trufted.  But  before  confcience  can  determine,  the  ftate  of  the  queftion 
is  fuppofed  to  be  completely  known.  In  queftions  of  law,  or  of  fadt,  con- 
fciejice  is  very  often  confounded  with  opinion.  No  man^s  coxifcience  can  tell 
him  the  rights  of  another  man :  they  muft  be  known  by  rational  inveftigation 
or  hiftorical  enquiry.  Opinion,  which  he  that  holds  it  may  call  his  confcience, 
may  teach  fome  men  that  religion  would  be  promoted^  and  quiet  prefcrved, 
by  granting  to  the  people  univerlally  the  choice  of  their  minifters.  But  it  is 
a  confcience  very  ill  informed  that  violates  the  rights  of  one  man,  for  the  con- 
venience  of  another.  Religion  cannot  be  promoted  by  injuftice :  and  it  was 
never  yet  found  that  a  popular  eleftion  was  very  quiedy  tranlafted. 

"  That  juftice  would  be  violated  by  transferring  to  the  people  the  r^ht  of 
patronage,  is  apparent  to  all  who  know  whence  that  right  had  its  originaU 
The  right  of  patronage  was  not  at  firft  a  privilege  torne  by  power  from  unrc- 
lifting  poverty.^  It  is  not  an  authority  at  firft  ufurped  in  dmes  of  ignorance,  and 
cftaUiflied  only  by  fucceflion  and  by  precedents.  It  is  not  a  grant  capricioufly 
made  from  a  higher  tyrant  to  a  lower.  It  is  a  right  dearly  purchafed  by  the 
firft  pofleflbrs,  and  juftly  inherited  by  thofe  that  fucceeded  them.  When 
Chriftianity  was  eftabliihed  in  this  ifland,  a  regular  mode  of  publick  worftiip 
was  prefcribed.  Publick  worfhip  requires  a  publick  place ;  and  the  proprie- 
tors of  lands,  as  they  were  converted,  built  churdies  for  their  families  and 
their  vaflals.  For  the  maintenance  of  minifters,  idicy  fettled  a  certain  pordoA 
of  their  lands ;  and  a  diftrift,  through  which  each  minifter  was  required  to 
extend  his  care,  was,  by  that  circumfcription,  conftituted  a  parifh.  This  is 
a  pofidon  fo  generally  received  in  England,  that  the  extent  of  a  manor  and 
of  a  parifli  are  regularly  received  for  each  other.  The  churches  which  the 
proprietors  of  lands  had  thus  built  and  thus  endowed,  they  juftly  thought 

themfclves  entitled  to  provide  with  minifters  i  and  where  the  epifcopal  govern- 
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iXicnt  prevails,  the  Bifhop  has  no  power  to  rejcfl:  a  man  nominated  by  the     »775* 
patron,    but  for  fome  crime  that  might  exclude  him  from  the  priefthood.   xazx  6^ 
For  the  endowment  of  the  church  being  the  gift  of  the  landlord,  he  was  con- 
sequently at  liberty  to  give  it  according  to  his  choice,  to  any  man  capable 
of  performing  the  holy  offices.     The  people  did  not  choole  him,  becaufe  the 
people  did  not  pay  him. 

"  We  hear  it  fometimes  urged,  that  this  original  right  is  palled  out  of 
memcMy,  and  is  obliterated  and  obfcured  by  many  tranflations  of  property  and 
changes  of  government ;  that  fcarcc  any  church  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
heirs  of  the  builders;  and  that  the  prcfent  perfons  have  entered  fubfequendy 
upon  the  pretended  rights  by  a  thoufand  accidental  and  unknown  caufes.  Much  ' 
of  this,  perhaps,  is  true.  But  how  is  the  right  of  patronage  cxtinguifhed  ?  ^ 
If  the  right  followed  the  lands,  it  is  poffeffed  by  the  fame  equity  by  which 
the  lands  are  poffeffed.  It  is,  in  efifeft,  part  of  the  manor,  and  protected  by 
the  fame  laws  with  every  other  privilege.  Let  us  fuppofe  an  eftate  forfeited 
by  treafon,  and  granted  by  the  Crown  to  a  new  &mily.  With  the  lands  were 
forfeited  all  the  rights  appendant  to  thofe  lands  5  by  the  lame  power  that  grants 
the  lands,  the  rights  alfo  are  granted.  The  right  loll  to  the  patron  falls  not 
to  the  people,  but  is  either  retained  by  the  Crown,  or,  what  to  the  people  is 
the  fame  thing,  is  by  the  Crown  given  away.  Let^it  change  hands  ever  fo 
often,  it  is  poflelled  by  him  that  receives  it  with  the  lame  right  as  it  was  con^ 
veyed.  It  may,  indeed,  like  all  our  pqlieffions,  be  forcibly  leized  or  fraudii- 
lendy  obtained.  But  no  injury  is  ftill  done  to  the  people  ^  for  what  they  never 
had,  they  have  never  loft.  Caius  may  ufurp  the  right  of  Titius ;  but  neither 
Cahis  nor  Titius  injure  the  pec^le  •  and  no  man's  confcience,  however  tender 
or  however  adtive,  can  prompt  him  to  reftore  what  may  be  proved  to  have 
been  never  taken  away.  Suppofing,  what  I  thii^  cannot  he  proved,  that  a 
popular  ekftion  of  minilters  were  to  be  delired,  our  defuses  are  not  the  meafure 
of  equity.  It  were  to  be  defired  that  power  Ihould  be  only  in  the  hands  of 
the  merciful,  and  riches  in  the  pollelfion  of  the  generous ;  but  the  law  muft 
leave  both  riches  and  power  where  it  finds  them  ;  and  rauft  often  leave  riches 
with  the  covetous^  and  power  with  the  cruel.  Convenience  may  be  a  rule  in 
little  things,  where  no  other  rule  has  been  eftabliftied.  But  as  the  great  end 
of  government  is  to  give  every  man  his  owix,  no  inconvenience  is  greater  than 
that  of  making  right  uncertain.  Nor  is  any  man  more  an  enemy  to  publick 
peace,  than  he  who  fills  weak  heads  with  imaginary  claims,  and  breaks  the 
feries  of  civil  fubordination^  by  inciting  the  lower  claffcs  of  mankind  to 
encroach  upon  the  higher^ 
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*'  Having  thus  (hewn  that  the  right  of  patronage^  being  originally  purchafed^ 
may  be  legally  transferred,  and  that  it  is  now  in  the  hands  of  lawfbl  pofleffors,. 
at  lead  as  certainly  as  any  other  right,  we  have  left  to  the  advocates  of  the 
people  no  other  plea  than  that  of  convenience.    Let  us,.,  therefore,,  now  con- 
fider  what  the  people  would  really  gain  by  a  general  abolition  of  the  right  oT 
patronage.     What  is  moft  to  be  defired  by  fuch  a  change  is,  that  the  countcy 
Ihould  be  fupplied  with<better  minifters^    But  why  fhould  we  fuppofe  that  the. 
parifli  will  make  a  wifer  choice  than  the  patron  ?     If  we  liippofe  mankind ' 
aftuated  by  intereft,  the  patron  is  more  likely  to  choofe  with  caution>  becaufa 
he  will  fuffer  more  by  choofing  wrong.   By  the  deficiencies  of  his  minifter,  or. 
by  his  vices,  he  is  equally  offended  with  the  reft  of  the  congregation ;  but  he- 
will  have  this  reafon  more  to  lament  them,  that  they- will  be.  imputed  to  Jft^ 
abfurdity  or  corruption.     The  qualifications  of  a  minifter  are  well  known  vx 
be  learning  and  piety.     Of  his  learning  the  patron  is  probably  the  only  judge, 
in  the  parifli ;  and  of  his  piety  not  lefe  a  judge  than  others ;  and  i»  more  likdy* 
to  inquire  minutely  and  diligently  before  he  gives  a  prefentationy  than  one  of 
the  parochial  rabble,  who  can  give  nothing' but  a  vote.    It  may  be  urged,  dmc 
though  the  parifli  might  not  choofe  better  minifters,  they  would  at  leaft  ch6ofe 
minifters  whom  they  like  better,  and  who  would  therefore  officiate  with  greater 
efficacy.    That  ignorance  and  perverfenefs  fhould  always  obtainwhatthey  like/ 
was  never  confidered  as  the  end  of  government  j  of  which  it  is  the  great  and 
ftanding  benefit,  that  the  wife  fee  for  the  fimple,  and  the  regular  aft  for  the 
capricious.     But  that  this  argument  fuppofes  the  people  capable  of  judging, . 
and  refolute  to  aft  according  to  their  beft  judgements,  though  this  be  fuf- 
fieiently  abfurd,  is  not  all  its  abfurdity*     It  fuppofes  not  only  wifdom,  buc 
unanimity  in  thofe,  who  upon  no  other  occafions  are  unanimous  or  wife.     IF 
by  fome  ftrange  concurrence  all  the  voices  of  a  parifli  ftiouH  unite  in  the 
choice  of  any  fingle  man,  though  I  could  not  charge  the  patron  with  injuftico 
for  prefenting  a  minifter,  I  fliould  cenfiire  him  as  unkind  and  injudicious/ 
But,"  it  is  evident,  that  as  in  all  other  popular  deftions  there  will  be  contra-^ 
riety  of  judgement  and  acrimony  of  paffion,    a  parifli  upon  every  vacancy- 
would  break  into  faftions,  and  the  contcft  for  the  choice  of  a  minifter  would*^- 
fet  nei^bours  at  variance  and  bring  difcord  into  families.   The  minifter  would 
be  taught  all  the  arts  of  a  candidate,  would  flatter  fome  and  bribe  others  y 
and  the  eleftors,  as  in  all  other  cafes,  would  call  for  holidays  and  ale,  and 
break  the  heads  of  each-  other  during  the  jollity  of  the  canvas.     The  time 
muft,.  however,  come  at  lail,  when  one  of  the  faftions  niuft  prevail,  and  one 

of  the  minifters  get  polTcflion.  of  the  church.    On  what  termis  does  he  entex> 

upoa 
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■ 

upon  his  miniftry  but  thofe  of  enmity  with  half  his  parifli  ?    By  what  prudence      i775« 

or  what  diligence  can  he  hope  to  conciliate  the  affeftions  of  that  party  by  whofe  ^tat.  64I    " 

defeat  he  has  obtained  his  living  ?     Every  man  who  voted  againft  him-  will 

^nter  the  church  with  hanging  head  and  downcaft  eyes,  afraid  to  encounter 

that  neighbour  by  whofe  vote  and  influence  he  has  been  overpowered.     He 

will  hate  his  neighbour  for  oppofing  him,  and  his  minifter  for  having  prolpered 

by  the  oppofition^  and^  as  he  will  never  fee  him  but  with  pain,  he  will  never 

fee  him  but  with  hatred.     Of  a  minifler  prefented  by  the  patron^  the  parifh 

has  feldom  any  thing  worfe  to  fay  than  that  they  do  not  know  him.     Of  a 

minifter  chofen  by  a  popular  conteft,  all  thole  who  do  not  favour  him  have 

nurfed  up  in  their  bofoms.  principles  of  hatred  and  realbns.of  rejeftion..   Anger 

is  excited  principally  by  pride.     The.  pride  of  a  common  man  .is  verylitde 

exalperated  by;  the  fupppfed  ufurpation  of  an  acknowledged  fuperiour.     He 

bears  only,  his  litde  fhare  of  a  general  evil,  and  fufFers  ia  common  with  the 

whole  parifh :.  but  when  the  conteft  is.  between  equals,  the  defeat  has  many 

aggravations ;  and  he  that  is  defeated  by  his  next  neighbour  is  feldom  fatisfied . 

without  fome  revenge :  and  it  is  hard  to  fay  what  bitternefs  of  malignity  would  • 

prevail  in  a  parifh  where  thefe  ele<5tions  fhould  happen  to  be  frequent,  and  the 

enmity  of  oppofition  fhould  be  rcr kindled  before  it  had  cooled.** 

Though  I.  prefcnt  to  my  readers  Dr.  Johnfon's  mafterly  thoughts  on  this  . 
iubjeft, .  I  think  it  proper  to  declare, .  that  notwithftanding  I  am  myfelf  a  lay- 
patron,.!  do  not  entirely  fubfcribe  to  his  opinion;:> 

On  Friday,  May  7,  J  brcakfafted  with  him  at  Mr.  Thrale*s  in  the  Borough. . 
While  we  were  alone,  I  endeavoured  as  well  as  I  could  to  apologife  for  a  lady 
who  had  been  divorced  from  her  huft)and  by  a£t  of.  parliament..  I  faid,  that 
he  had  ufcdher  very  ill,  had  behaved  brutally  to  her,,  and  that  fhc  could  not 
continue  to  live  with  him  withoHt  having  her  delicacy  contaminated;  that  all 
ajfedion  for  him  was  thus  deftroyed ;  that  the  eflence  of  coi^ugal  union  being 
gone,  there  remained  only  a  cold  foniv  a  mere  civil  obligation ;  that  fhe  was 
in  the  prime  of  life,  with  qualities  to  produce  haj^inefs  >  that  thefe  ought  not 
to  be  loft ',  and,  that,  the  gentleman  on  whofe  account  fhe  was  divorced  had 
gained  her  heart  while,  thus  unhappily .  fituated* .  Seduced,  perhaps,  by  the 
charms  of  the  lady  in  queftion,  I  thus  attempted  to  palliate  what  I  was  fen- 
fible  could  not  be  juftified  j  for^  when  I  had  finifhed  my  harangue,  my-  vene- 
rable friend  gave  me  a  proper  check :  '*  My  dear  Sir,  never  accuftom  your 
mind  to  mingle  virtue  and  vice.  The  woman's  a  whore,  and  there's  an . 
cad  on 't." 

He 
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He  defcribed  the  fether  of  one  t)f  his  friends  thus :  "  Sir,  he  was  fo  exuberant 
a  tallcer  at  publick  meetings,  that  the  gentlemen  of  his  county  were  afraid  of 
him.     No  bufmefs  could  be  done  for  his  declamation." 

He  did  not  give  me  full  credit  when  I  mentioned  that  I  had  carried  oa 
a  Ihort  converlation  by  figns  with  fome  Efquimaux,  who  were  then  in  London^ 
particularly  with  one  of  them  who  was  a  prieft.  He  thought  I  could  not  make 
them  underftand  me.  No  man  was  more  incredulous  as  to  particular  fa6ts» 
which  were  at  all  extraordinary  j  and  therefore  no  man  was  more  fcrupulouflf 
inquifitive,  in  order  to  difcover  the  truth. 

I  dined  with  him  this  day  at  the  houfc  of  my  friends,  Meflieurs  Edward 
and  Charles  DiUy,  bookfeliers  in  the  Poultry :  there  were  prefent,  their  elder 
brother  Mr.  Dilly  of  Bedfordfhire,  Dr.  GoldfmitK,  Mr.  JLangtM,  Mr* 
Claxton,  Reverend  Dr.  Mayo  a  diflenting  mimfterj  the  Reverend  Mh  Toplady^ 
and  my  friend  the  Reverend  Mr.  Temple* 

Hawkefworth's  compilation  of  the  voyages  to  the  South  Sea  being  men- 
tionedi-^JOHNsoN.  **  Sir,  if  you  talk  of  it  as  a  fetgeft  <rf'  commerce,  it  wil 
be  gainful  ,•  if  as  a  book  that  is  to  increafe  human  knowtedgc,  I  believe  there 
will  not  be  much  of  that.  Hawkefworth  can  tell  only  what  the  voyagers  have 
told  him,  and  they  have  found  very  little,  only  oite  new  animal,  I  think.** 
BoswELL.  ^  But  many  infefts.  Sir.*'  Johnson.  **  Why,  Sir,  as  to  infefts, 
Ray  reckons  of  Bririfh  infers  twenty  thoufand  ^cies.  They  might  have 
have  ftaid  at  home  and  difcovered  enough  in  that  way." 
.  Talking  of  bitds,  I  mentioned  Mr.  Daines  Barriogton's  ingenious  Efla^ 
againft  the  received  notion  of  their  migration.  Johnson.  "1  think  we  have 
as  good  evidence  for  the  migration  of  woodcocks  as  can  be  defired.  We 
•find  they  difeppear  at  a  certain  time  of  the  year,  and  appear  again  at  a  certain 
iime  of  the  year^  and  fome  of  them,  when  weary  in  their  f%ht,  have  beea 
known  to  alight  on  the  rising  of  ftiips  fer  out  at  fca.*^  One  of  the  company 
obferved,  that  there  had  been  inftances  of  fome  of  them  found  in  fummer 
in  Eficx.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  that  ftrcngthens  our  argument  Exceptio  probat 
regulam.  Some  being  found  fheWs,  thai^  if  all  remained,  many  would  be  founds 
A  few  fick  or  lame  ones  may  be  found.'*  Goldsmith.  **'  There  is  a  partial 
migration  of  the  fwallows  r  the  ftronger  dnes  migrate,  the  others  do  not." 

BoswBLL.  ^  I  am  well  aflured  that  the  people  of  Otaheite  who  have  the 
bread-tree,  the  fruit  of  which  fervcs  them  for  bread,  laughed  heartily 
•when  they  were  informed  of  the  tedious  procefs  neceflary  with  us  to  have 
bread  i— plowing,  fowing,  harrowing,  reaping,  threfliing,  grinding,  bsdcing.'* 
Johnson.  "  Why^  Sir^  all  ignorant  iavages  will  laugh  when  they  arc  told  of 
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Ac  advantages  of  civilize^  life.    Were  you  tq  teU  men  who  live  without     '773« 
houfes,  how  we  pile  brick  upon  brick  and  rafter  upon  rafter,  and  that  after  a  ^sJSf^iJ^ 
houfe  is  raifed  to  a  certain  height,  a  man  tumbles  o|f  a  fcafibld  and  breaks 
)us  neck,  be  would  laugh  heartily  at  our  folly  in  building  s  but  it  does  not 
foUow  that  men  are  better  without  houfes.     No,  Sir,  (holding  up  a  fliqe  of  a 
good  loaf,)  this  is  better  than  the  bread-tree/' 

He  repeated  an  argument,  which  is  to  be  found  in  his  "  Rambler,"  againft 
the  notion  that  the  brute  creation  is  endowed  with  the  fiiculty  of  reafon :  *^  bird* 
build  by  inftindt  j  they  never  improve :  they  build  their  firft  neft  as  well  as 
any  one  that  they  ever  build/'  Goldsmith.  "  Yet  we  fee  if  you  take  away 
a  bird's  neft  with  the  eggs  in  it,  fhe  will  make  a  (lighter  neft  and  lay  again.** 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  that  is  becaufe  at  firft  fhe  has  foil  time,  and  makfss  her  neft 
deliberately.  In  the  cafe  you  mention  fhe  is  prefled^  to  lay,  and  muft  there- 
fore make  her  neft  quickly,  and  confequently  it  will  be  flight.'*  Goldsmith*. 
**  The  nidificadon  of  birds  is  what  is  leaft  known  in  natural  hiftory,  though, 
one  of  the  moft  curious  things  in  it»" 

I  introduced  the  fiibjedb  of  tolerationr  Johnson.  ^^  Every  fbciety  has  a. 
right  to  preferve  publick  peace  and  order,  and  therefore  hsus  a  good  right  to 
prohibit  the  propagation  of  opinions  which  have  a  dangerous  tendency.  Td 
fay  the  tnagijirate  has  this  right,  is  ufing  an  MiadequaQe  word :  it  is  l^/ociety 
for  which  the  magiftrate  is  agent.  He  piay  be  iporally  pr  theologically  wrong 
in  reflraining  the  propagation  of  opinions  which  he  thinks  dangerous,  but  he 
is  politically  right/'  M^vo.  **  I  am  of  opinion.  Sir,,  that  every  man  is  entitled 
to  liberty  of  confcience  in  religion;  and  that  th^  magiftrate  cannot  reftrain 
that  right."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  I  agree  with  you..  Every  man^has  a  right  to 
liberty  of  confcience,  and  with  that  the  magiftrate  cannot  interfere.  People 
confound  liberty  of  thinking  with  liberty  of  talking;  nay,  with  liberty  of  preach- 
ing. Every  hkui  has  a  phyfical  rig^t  to  think  as  he  pleafes ;  for  it  cannot  be 
difcovered  how  he  thinks.  He  has  not  a  moral  right  $  for  he  ought  to  inform 
himfelf  and  think  juftly.  But,  Sir,  no  member  of  a  fociety  has  a  right  to  tcacb 
zny  doftrine  contrary  to  wh»t  that  fociety  holds  to  be  true.  The  magiftrate,  I 
&y,  may  be  wrong  in  what  he  thinks ;  but,  while  he  thinks  himfelf  right,  he 
may,  and  ought  to  enforce  what  he  thinks.*'  Mayo.  "  Then,  Sir,  we  are 
to  remain  always  in.  errour,  and  truth  never  can  prevail ;  and  the  magiftrate 
was  right  in  perfecuting  the  firft  Chriftians."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  the  only  method 
by  which  religious  truth  can  be  eftabUlhed  is  by  martyrdom.  The  magiftrate 
has  a  right  to  enforce  what  he  thinks ;  and  he  who  is  confcious  of  the  truth 
has  a  right  to  fuffer.    I  am  afraid  there  is  no  other  way  of  afcertaining  the 
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truth,  but  by  perfecution  on  the  one  hand  and  enduring  it  on  tlic  other.'** 
Goldsmith.  "  But  how  is  a  man  to  aft.  Sir  ?   .  Though  firmly  convinced  of 
the  truth  of  his  doftrine,  may  he  not  think  it  wrong  to  expofe  himfelf  to 
perfecution?     Has  he  a  right  to  do  fo?     Is  it  not,  as  it  were,  committing 
voluntary  fuicide  ?"     Johnson.  "  Sir,  as  to  voluntary  fuicide,  as  you  call  i^ 
there  are  twenty  thoufand  men  in  an  army  who  will  go  without  fcruple  to  be 
Ihot  at,  and  mount  a  breach  for  five-pence  a  day;"    Goldsmith.  **  But  have 
they  a  moral  right  to  do  this  ?"    Johnson.  *'  Nay,  Sir,  if  you  will  not  take 
the  univerfal  opinion  of  mankind,  I  have  nothing  to  fay.    'If  mankind  cannot 
"defend  their  own  way  of  thinking,  I  cannot  defend  it.    'Sir,  if  a  man  is  in 
doubt  whether  it  would  be  better  for  him  to  expofe  himfelf  to  martyrdom  or 
flot,  he  (hould  not  do  it. .  He  muft  be  convinced  fhat  he  has  a  delegation 
from  heaven."     Goldsmith.  "  I  would  confider  whether  there  is  the  greater 
chance  of  good  or  evil  upon  the  whole.     If  1  fee  a  man  who  has  fallen  into  a 
Avell,  I  would  wifli  to  help  him  out ;  but  if  there  is  a  greater  probability  that 
he  fhall  pull  me  in,  than  that  I  fhaU^pull  him  out,  I  would  not  attempt  it.  So 
.were  I  to  go  to  Turkey,  I  might  willi  to  convert  the  Grand  Signor  to  the 
Chriftian.  faith ;  but  when  I  confidered  that  I  fhould  probably  be  put  to  death 
without  efFeftuaring  my  purpbfe  'in  any  degree,  i  fhould  keep  myfelf  quiet.'* 
Johnson.  -*'  Sir,  you  muft  confider  that  we  have  perfect  and  imperfed  obli- 
gations.    Perfect  obligations,  which  are  generally  not  to  do  fomething,  arc 
rclear  and  pofitive;  as,  ^^  thou  (halt  not  kilL'     But  charity,  for  inftance,  is 
jiot  definable. by. limits.     It  is  a  duty  to  give  to  the  poor;  but  no  man  can 
ifay  how. much  another  Ihould  give  to  the  poor,  or  when  a  man  has  given  too 
Jittle  to  fave  his  foul.     In  the  fame  manner,  it  is  a  duty  to  infiruft  the  igno- 
:rant,  and  of  confeqiience  to  convert  infidels  to  Chriftianity  j  but  no  man  in 
ihe  common  courfe  of  things  is  obliged  to  carry  this  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to 
incur  the  danger  of  martyrdom,  as  no  man  is  obliged  to  ftrip  himfelf  to  the 
fbirt  in  order  to  give  charity.     I  have  laid,  that  a  man  muft  be  perfliadcd 
that  he  has  ,a  particular  delegation  from  heaven."     Qoldismith.  '«  How  is 
this  to  be  known  ?    Our  firft  reformers,  who  were  burnt  for  not  believing 
tbread  and  .wine  to  be  Christ."-—    Johnson,  (interrupting  him,)  *^Sir,  they 
•were  not  burnt  for  not  belie ving  bread  and  wine  to  be  Christ,  but  for  infulting 
thofe  who  did  believe  it.     And,  Sir,  when  the  firft  reformers  began,  they  did 
not  intend  to  be  martyred :  as  many  of  diem  ran  away  as  could."     Boswell. 
^^  But,  Sir,  there  was  your  countiyman,  Elwal,  who  you  told  me  challenged 
.King  George  with  his  black-guards  and  his  red-guards."     Johnson.  "  My 
-countrymian,  Elwal,  Sir,  fhould  have  been  put  in  the  ftocks }  a  proper  pulpit 
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for  him,  and  he'd  have  had  a  numerous  audience.  A  man  who  preaches  in 
4hc  flocks  will  always  have  hearers  enough.'*  Boswell.  "  But  Elwal  thought 
himfelf  in  the  right."  Johnsok.  "  We  are  not  providing  for  mad  people ; 
there  are  places  for  them  in  the  neighbourhood,"  (meaning  Moorfields.) 
Mayo.  "  But,  Sir,  is  it  not  very  hard  that  I  Ihould  not  be  allowed  to* teach  my 
children  what  I  really  believe  to  be  the  truth  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  you 
might  contrive  to  teach  your  children  extrh  Jcandalum ;  but.  Sir,  the  magiftrate, 
if  he  knows  it,  has  a  right  to  reftrain  you.  Suppofe  you  teach  your  children 
to  be  thieves  ?'*  Mayo,  "  This  is  making  a  joke  of  the  fubjeft."  Johnson. 
*^  Nay,  Sir,  take  it  thus :— that  you  teach  them  the  community  of  goods,  for 
which  there  are  as  many  plaufible  arguments  as  for  moft  erroneous  do<5lrincs. 
You  teach  them  that  all  things  at  firft  were  in  common,  and  that  no  man  had  a 
right  to  any  thing  but  as  he  laid  his  hands  upon  it  \  and  that  this  ftill  is,  or  ought 
to  be,  the  rule  amongft  mankind.  Here,  Sir,  you  fap  a  great  principle  in 
fociety,— property.  And  don't  you  think  the  magiftrate  would  have  a  right 
to  prevent  you  ]  Or,  fuppofe  you  fhould  teach  your  children  the  notions  of 
the  Adamites,  and  they  ihould  run  naked  into  the  ftreets,  would  not  the 
magiftrate  have  a  right -to  flog  'em  into  their  doublets  ?"  Mayo.  *^  I  think 
the  magiftrate  has  no  right  to  interfere  till  there  is  fome  overt  aft."  Boswell. 
*'  So,  Sir,  thoujgh  he  fees  an  enemy  to  the  ftate  charging  a  blunderbufs,  he  is 
not  to  interfere  till  it  is  fired  off."  Mayo.  *^  He  muft  be  fure  of  its  direftion 
againft  the  ftate."  Johnson.  "  The  magiftrate  is  to  judge  of  that— He  has 
no  right  to  reftrain  your  thinking,  becaufe  the  evil  centers  in  yourfelf.  If  a 
man  were  fitting  at  this  table,  and  chopping  oft*  his  fingers,  the  magiftrate^ 
as  guardian  of  the  community,  has  no  authority  to  reftrain  him,  however  he 
might  do  it  from  kindnefs  as  a  parent.— -Though,  indeed,  upon  more  con- 
fideration,  I  think  he  may ;  as  it  is  probable  that  he  who  is  chopping  off*  his 
own  fingers,  may  foon  proceed  to  chop  off  thofe  of  other  people.  If  I  think 
it  right  to  fteal  Mr.  Dilly's  plate,  I  am  a  bad  man ;  but  he. can  fay  nothing 
to  me.  If  I  make  an  open  declaration  that  I  think  fo,  he  will  keep  me  out 
of  his  houfe.  If  I  put  forth  my  hand,  I  (hall  be  fent  to  Newgate.  This  is  the 
gradation  of  thinking,  preaching,  and  afting :  if  a  man  thinks  erroneoufly, 
he  may  keep  his  thoughts  to  himfelf,  and  nobody  will  trouble  him  j  if  he 
preaches  erroneous  doftrine,  fociety  may  expel  him ;  if  he  a£ts  in  confequencc 
of  it,  t^e  law  takes  place,  and  he  is  hanged."  Mayo.  "  But,  Sir,  ought  not 
Chriftians  to  have  liberty  of  confcicnce  ?"  Johnson.  "  I  have  already  told 
you  fo.  Sir.  You  are  coming  back  to  where  you  were."  Boswell.  "  Dr. 
Mayo  is  always  taking  a  return  poft-chaife,  and  going  the  ftage  over  again, 
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He  has  it  at  half  price."  Johnson.  "  Dr.'  Mayo,  like  other  champions  for 
unlimited  toleration,  has  got  a  fct  of  words'.  Sir,  it  is  no  matter,  politically,: 
whether  the  magiftrate  be  right  or  wrong.  Suppofe  a  club  were  to  be  formed 
to  drink  confufion  to  King  George  the  Tf  hird,  and  a  happy  reftoration  to 
Charles  the  Third;  this. would  be  very  bad  with  refpeft  to  the  ftate;  but 
every  member  of  that  club  muft  either  conform  to  its  rules,  or  be  turned  out 
of  it.  Old  Baxter,  I  rerfiember,  maintains,  that  the  magiftrate  Ihould  *^  tolerate 
all  things  that  are  tolerable.'  This  is  no  good  definition  of  toleration  upon.. 
any  principle  j  but  it  Ihrfws  that  he  thought  fome  things  were  not  tolerable." 
ToPLADY.  "  Sir,  you  have  untwifted  this  difficult  fubjcft  with  great 
dexterity." 

During  this  argument,  Goldfmith  fat  in  reftlefs  agitation,  from  a  wifh  to  get 
in,  and  Ihine.     Finding  himfclf  excluded,  he  had  taken  his  hat  to  go  away, 
but  remained  for  fome  time  with  it  in  his  hand,  like  a  gamefter,.  who  at  the- 
dole  of  a  long  night,  lingers  for  a  little  while,  to  fee  if  he  can  have  a  favour- 
able opening  to  finifh  with  fuccefs.     Once  when  he  was  beginning  to  fpeak,. 
he  found  himfelf  overpowered  by  the  loud  voice  of  Johnfon,  who  was  at  the 
oppofite  end  of  the  tabled  and  did  not  perceive  Goldfnn|ith's  attempt.     Thus 
difappointed  of  his  wifli  to  obtain  the  attention  of  the  company,  Goldfmith  in  a- 
paffion  threw  down  his  hat,  looking  angrily  at  Johnfon,  and  exclaiming  in  a  bitter 
tone,  "  Take  it^     When  Toplady  was  going  to  fpeak,  Johnfon  uttered  fome 
found,  which  led  Goldfmith  to  think  that  he  was  beginning  again,  and  taking  the 
words  from  Toplady.    Upon  which,^  he  feized  this  opportunity  of  venting  his 
own  envy  and  Ipleen,  under  the  pretext  of  fupporting  another  perfon  :  "  Sir,, 
(faid  he  to  Johnfon,)  the  gentleman  has  heard  you  patiently  for  an  hour; 
pray  allow  us  now  to  hear  him."     Johnson,  (fternly,)  "  Sir,  I  was  not 
interrupting  the  gentleman*     I  was  only  giving  him  a  fignal  of  my  attention.  ^ 
Sir,  you  are  impertinent."     Goldfmith  made  no  reply,  but  continued  in  the 
company  for  fome  time. 

A  gendeman  prefent  ventured  to  afk  Dr.  Johnfon  if  there  was  not  a  mate- 
rial difference  as  to  toleration  oi  opinions  which  lead  to  ai5lion,  and  opinions 
merely  fpeculative ;  for  inftance,  would  it  be  wrong  in  the  magiftrate  to  tolerate 

»  Dr.  Mayo'a  calm  temper  and  fteady  pcrfeverance,  rendered  him  an  admirable  fubjeft  for  the 
•xercife  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  powerful  abilities.    He  never  flinched  ;  but,  after  reiterated  blows, , 
remained  feemingly  unmoved  as  at  the  firft.     The  fcintillations  of  Johnfon's  genius  flalhcd  every 
time  he  was  ftruck,  without  his  receiving  any  injury.     Hence  he  obtained  the  epithet  of  Thi 
LixtRAKY.  Anvil. 
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atiok  who  preach  againfl  the  doftrine  of  the  Trinity.  Johnfon  was  highly  »775- 
ofiended^  and  faid,  "  I  wonder.  Sir,  how  a  gentleman  of  your  piety  can  ^^tat  67.' 
introduce  this  fubjeft  in  a  mixed  company."  He  told  me  afterwards,  that  the 
impropriety  was,  that  perhaps  fome  of  the  company  might  have  talked  on  the 
fubjedt  in  fuch  terms  as  would  have  fhocked  him ;  or  he  might  have  been 
forced  to  appear  in  their  eyes  a  narrow-minded  man.  The  gentleman,  with 
fobmiflive  deference,  faid,  'he  had  only  hinted  at  the  queftion  from  a  defire 
to  hear  Dr.  Johnfon's  opinion  upon  it.  Johnson.  "  Why  then.  Sir,  I  think 
that  permitting  men  to  preach  any  opinion  contrary  to  the  doftrine  of  the 
eftabliflied  church,  tends,  in  a  certain  degree,  to  leflen  the  authority  of  the 
church,  and,  confequently,  to  leflen  the  influence  of  religion.'*  '^  It  may  be 
confidered,  (faid  the  gentleman,)  whether  it  would  not  be  politick  to  tolerate 
in  fuch  a  cafe."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  we  have  been  talking  of  rigbf :  this  is 
another  queftion.     /  think  it  is  not  politick  to  tolerate  in  fuch  a  cafe." 

Though  he  did  not  think  it  fit  that  fb  aweful  a  fubjeft  fliould  be  introduced 
in  a  mixed  company,  and  therefore  at  diis  time  waved  the  theological  quef- 
tion ;  yet  his  own  orthodox  bdief  in  the  facred  myftery  of  the  Trinity  is 
evinced  beyond  doubt,  by  the  following  paflage  in  his  private  devotions  :  "  O 
Lord,  hear  my  prayers,  for  Jesus  Christ's  fake  i  to  whom  with  thee  and 
the  Holy  Ghost,  three  perfons  and  one  God,  be  all  honour  and  glory,  world 
without  end.     Amen  \" 

BoswELL.  '*  Pray,  Mr.  Dilly,  how  does  Dr.  Le^and's  *  Hiftory  of  Ireland* 
fcU  ?"  Johnson.  (Burfting  forth  with  a  generous  indignation,)  **  The  Irifli 
are  in  a  moft  unnatural  ftate  j  for  we  fee  there  the  minority  prevailing  over  the 
majority.  There  is  no  inftance,  even  in  the  ten  perfccutions,  of  fuch  feverity 
as  that  which  the  Proteftants  of  Ireland  have  exercifed  againft  the  Catho- 
licks.  Did  we  tell  them  we  have  conquered  them,  it  would  be  above 
board :  to  punifli  them  by  confifcation  and  other  penalties,  as  rebels,  was  mon- 
ftrous  injuflice.  King  William  was  not  their  lawful  fovereign :  he  had  not 
been  acknowledged  by  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  when  they  appeared  in  arms 
againft  him." 

I  here  fuggefted  fomething  favourable  of  the  Roman  Catholicks.  Toplady. 

*^  Does  not  their  invocation  of  faints  fuppofe  omniprefence  in  the  faints  ?'* 

Johnson.  "  No,  Sir  i  it  fuppofcs  only  pluriprefence ;  .and  when  Ipirits  arc 

divefted  of  matter,  it  feems  probable  that  they  fliould  fee  with  more  extent 

^han  when  in  an  embodied  ftate.     There  is,  therefore,  no  approach  to  an 

*  Pra/ers  and  Meditauons,  p.  401 
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»773'     kivafion  of  any  of  the  divine  attributes,  in  the  invocation  of  faints.     But  I 
^eJ^Jf^  think  it  is  will-woiihip,  and  prefumption.     I  fee  no  command  for  it,  and 
therefore  think  it  is  fafcr  not  to  praftife  it." 

He  and  Mr.  Langton  and  I  went  together  to  the  Club,  where  we  found 
Mr.  Burke,  Mr,  Garrick,  and  fome  other  members,  and  amongft  them  our 
friend  Goldfmith,  who  fat  filently  brooding  over  Johnfon's  reprimand  to  him 
after  dinner.  Johnfon  perceived  this,  and  laid  afide  to  ibme  of  us,  **  1*11 
make  Goldfmith'  forgive  me ;"  and  then  called  to  him  in  a  loud  voice,  **  Dr. 
Goldfmith,*— fomething  pafled  to-day  where  you  and  I  dined  5  I  alk  your  par- 
don." Goldfmith  anfwered  placidly,  "  It  muft  be  much  from  you.  Sir,  that  I 
take  ill."  And  fo  at  once  the  difference  was  over,  and  they  were  on  as  cafy 
terms  as  ever,  and  Goldfmith  ratded  away  as  ufual. 

In  our  way  to  the  club  to-night,  when  I  regretted  that  Goldfmith  would, 
upon  every  occafion,  endeavour  to  fhine,  by  which  he  often-  expofed  himfelf^, 
Mr.  Langton  obferved,  that  he  was  not  like  Addifon,  who  was  content  with 
the  fame  of  his  writings,  and  did  not  aim  alfo  at  excellency  in  converfation, 
for  which  he  found  himielf  unfit }  and  that  he  laid  to  a  lady,  who  complained 
of  his  having  talked  litdc  in  company,  '*  Madam,  I  have  but  nine-pence  in 
ready  money,  but  I  can  draw  for  a  thoufand  pounds."  I  obferved,  that 
Goldfmith  had  a  great  deal  of  gold  in  his  cabinet,  but,  not  content  with  that, 
was  always  taking  out  his  purfe.  Johnson,  "  Yes^  Sir,  and  that  fo  often  an 
empty  purfe!" 

Goldfmith's  incef&nt  delire  of  being  confpicuous  in  company,  was  the 
occafion  of  his  fometimes  appearing  to  fuch  difad  vantage  as  one  fhould  hardly 
have  fuppofed  poffible  in  a  man  of  his  geniusr  When  his  literary  reputation 
had  rifen  dcfervedly  high,  and  his  fociety  was  much  courted,  he  became  very 
jealous  of  the  extraordinary  attention  which  was  every  where  paid  to  Johnfon. 
One  evening,  in  a  circle  of  wits,  he  found  fault  with  me  for  talking  of  Johnfon 
as  entitled  to  the  honour  of  unqueflionable  fuperiority.  "  Sir,  (faid  he,)  you 
are  for  making  a  monarchy  of  what  fhould  be  a  republick." 

He  was  flill  more  mortified,  when  talking  in  a  company  with  fluent 
vivacity,  and,  as  he  flattered  himfelf,  to  the  admiration  of  all  who  were 
prefent  5  a  German  who  fat  next  him,  and  perceived  Johnfon  rolling  himfelf 
as  if  about  to  fpcak,  fuddenly  flopped  him,  faying,  "  Stay,  flay, — ^Toftor 
Shonfon  is  going  to  fay  fomething."  This  was,  no  doubt,  very  provoking, 
cfpeciaUy  to  one  fo  irritable  as  Goldfmith,  who  frequently  mentioned  it  with 
ftrong  exprefSons  of  indignation. 

It 


\ 

\ 


? 
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It  may  alfo  be  obferved,  that  Goldfoiith  was  fometimes  content  to  be  »773. 
treated  with  an  eafy  familiarity,  but,  upon  occafions,  would  be  confequential  ^tat'  64!^ 
and  important.  An  inftance  of  this  occurred  in  a  fmall  particular.  Johnfon 
had  a  way  of  contra&ing  the  names  of  his  friends ;  as,  Beauclerk,  Beau ; 
Bofwell,  Bozzy;  Langton,  Lanky  j  Murphy,  Mur;  Sheridan,  Sherry.  I 
remember  one  day,  when  Tom  Davics  was  telling  that  Dr.  Johnfiwi  faid, 
^^  We  are  all  in  labour  for  a  name  to  GoUy's  play,"  Goldfmith  feemed  dif- 
pleafed  that  fuch  a  liberty  fhould  be  taken  with  his  name,  and  faid,  ^^  I  have 
often  defired  him  not  to  call  me  Goldy"  Tom  was  remarkably  attentive  to 
the  moft  nunute  xrircumftance  about  Johnfon.  I  recolleft  his  telling  me 
once,  on  my  arrival  in  London,  "  Sir,  our  great  friend  has  made ,  an  im- 
provement on  his  appellation  of  old  Mr.  Sheridan.  He  calls  him  now 
Sbeny  deny.'' 


Ta  the  Reverend  Mr.  Bags  haw,  at  Bromley  \^ 

•*  Sir, 

**  I  RETURN  you  my  fincere  thanks  for  your  additions  to  my  Dic- 
tionary ;  but  the  new  edition  has  been  publiihed  fome  time,  and  therefore  I 
cannot  now  make  ufe  of  them.  Whether  I  Ihall  ever  revife  it  more,  I  know 
not.  If  many  readers  had  been  as  judicious,  as  diligent,  and  as  communi- 
cative as  yourfclfi  my  work  had  been  better.  The.  world  muft  at  prefent 
take  it  as  it  is.     I  am.  Sir, 

«*  Your  moft  obliged. 

"  And  moft  humble  fervant, 

«•  May  8,  177J..  Sam.  JoHNSON,' 


»» 


• 
On  Sunday,. May  8,  I  dined  widi  Johnfon  at  Mr.  Langton -s,  with  Dr.  Beattio 

and  fonie  other  company.    He  defcanted  on  the  fubjed  of  Literary  Property^ 

**  There  feems,  (faid  he,)  to  be  in  authours  a  ftronger  right  of  property  than 

that  by  occupancy  j  a  metaphyfical  right,   a  right,  as  it  were,  of  Creadon^ 

*  The  Reverend  Thomas  Bagfliaw,  M.  A.  who  died  oa  November  20,  1787,  in  the  fcvcnty- 
fcvcnth  year  of  his  age.  Chaplain  of  Bromley  College,  in  Kent,  and  ReAor  of  Southfleet.  He 
had  refigned  the  cure  of  Bromley  parilh  fome  time  before  his  death.  For  this,  and  another  letter 
from  Dr.  Johnfon  io  1784,  to  the  fame  tmly  refpe^ble  man,  I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  John  Loveday, 
of  the  Commons,  who  baa  obligingly  tranfcribed  them  for  me  from  the  oiiginabm  hit 
pofleflion. 

which 


•  \ 
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1 773*  which  Ihould  from  its  nature  be  perpetual  i  but  the  confent  of  nations  ts 
"muCsj!.  againft  it,  and  indeed  reafon  and  the  interefts  of  learning  are  againft  it ;  for 
were  it  to  be  perpetual,  no  book,  however  ufeful,  could  be  univerfally  difFufed 
amongft  mankind,  fhould  the  proprietor  take  it  into  his  head  to  reftrain  its 
circulation.  No  book  could  have  the  advantage  of  being  edited  with  notes, 
however  neccflary  to  its  elucidation,  fliould  the  proprietor  pe'rverfely  oppofe 
it.  For  the  general  good  of  the  world,  therefore,  whatever  valuable  work  has 
once  been  created  by  an  authour,  and  ifliied  out  by  him,  fhould  be  underftood 
as  no  longer  in  his  power,  but  as  belonging  to  the  publick ;  at  the  fame  time 
the  authour  is  entided  to  an  adequate  reward.  This  he  Ihould  have  by  an 
cxclufive  right  to  his  work  for  a  conliderable  number  of  years." 

He  attacked  Lord  Monboddo's  ftrange  ipeculation  on  the  primitive  ftate  of 
human  nature ;  obferving,  *'  Sir,  it  is  all  conje(9aire  about  a  thing  ufclefs,  eyen 
were  it  known  to  be  true.  Knowledge  of  all  kinds  is  good.  Conjedture,  as  ta 
things  ufeful,  is  good ;  but  conje6hire  as  to  what  it  would  be  ufclefs  to  know, 
fuch  as  whether  men  ever  went  upon  all  four,  is  very  idle.". 

On  Monday,  May  5,  as  I  was  to  fet  out  on  my  return  to  Scotland  next 
morning,  I  was  defirous  to  fee  as  much  of  Dr.  Johnfon  as  I  could.  But  I 
firft  called  on  Goldfmith  to  take  leave  of  him.  The  jealoufy  and  envy  which, 
though  pofleflSbd  of  many  moll  amiable  qualities^  he  frankly  avowed,  broke 
out  violendy  at  this  interview.  Upon  another  occafion,  when  Goldfmith 
confeffed  himfelf  to  be  of  an  envious  dilpofidon,  I  contended  with  Johnfon 
that  we  ought  not  to  be  angry  with  him,  he  was.  fo  candid  in  owning  it. 
•*'  Nay,  Sir,  (faid  Johnfon,)  we  mull  be  angry  that  a  man  has  fuch  a  fuper- 
abundance  of  an  odious  quality  that  he  cannot  keep  it  within  his  own  brcafti 
but  it  boils  over."  In  nriy  opinion,  Jiowever,  Goldfmith  had  not  more  of  it 
than  other  people  have,  but  only  talked  of  it  freely. 

He  now  feemed  very  angry  that  Johnfon  was. going  to  be  a  traveller;  faid, 
'*^  he  would  be  a  dead  weight  for  me  to  carry,  and  that  I  fhould  never  be  able 
to  lug  him  along  through  the  Highlands  and  Hebrides."  Nor  would  he 
patiendy  allow  nle  to  enlarge  upon  Johnfon's  wonderful  abilities,-  but  exclaimed, 
•**  Is  he  like  Burke,  who  winds  into  a  fubjcdl  like  a  ferpent  ?"  "  But,  (faid  I,) 
Johnfon  is  the  Hercules  who  ftrangled  ferpents  in  his  cradle." 

I  dined  with  Dr;  JohnTon  at  General  Paoli's.  He  was  obliged^  by  indiipo- 
fitiori,  to  leave  the  company  early  j  he  appointed  me,  however,  to  meet  him 
in  the  evening  at  Mr.  (now  Sir  Robert,)  Chambers's  in  the  Temple,,  where 
he  accordingly  came,  though  he  continued  to  be  very  ill.  Chambers,  as  is 
common  on  fuch  occafions,  prefcribed  various  remedies  to  him.    Johnson* 

I  (fretted 
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(Fretted  by  pain,)  "  Pr'ythee  don't  teaze  me.  Stay  till  I  am  well,  anli  then  i775* 
you  Ihall  tell  me  how  to  cure  myfelf."  He  grew  better,  and  talked  with  a  ]a£tat'  64! 
noble  enthufiafm  of  keeping  up  the  reprefentation  of  relpe<Shible  families.  His 
zeal  on  this  fubjeft  was  a  circumftance  in  his  charader  exceedingly  remark- 
able, when  it  is  confidered  that  he  himfelf  had  no  pretenfions  to  blood.  I 
heard  him  once  fay,  "  I  have  great  merit  in  being  zealous  for  fubordination 
and  the  honours  of  birth  j  for  I  can  hardly  tell  who  was  my  grandfather." 
He  maintained  the  dignity  and  propriety  of  male  fucceffion,  in  oppofition  ^to 
the  opinion  of  one  of  our  friends,  who  had  that  day  employed  Mr.  Chan\bers 
to  draw  his  wiU,  devifing  his  eftate  to  his  three  fitters,  in  preference  to  a  remote 
heir  male.  Johnfon  called  them  three  dowdies j  and  faid,  with  as  high  a  fpirit 
as  the  boldeft  Baron  in  the  moft  perfedt  days  of  the  feudal  fyftem,  **  An  ancient 
eftate  fhould  always  go  to  males.  It  is  mighty  foolifh  to  let  a  ftranger  have 
it,  becaufe  he  marries  your  daughter,  and  takes  your  nanfie.  As  for  an  eftate 
aewly  acquired,  by  trade,  you  may  give  it,  if  you  will^  to  the  dog  Tffwzer,  and . 
kt  him  keep  his  own  name." 

I  have  known  him  at  times  exceedingly  diverted  at  what  feemed  to  others 
a  very  fmall  Iport.  He  now  laughed  immoderately,  without  any  reafon  that 
we  could  perceive,  ^t  our  friend's  making  his  will ;  called  him  the  teftatoTy  and 
added,. "  I  dare  fay, .  he  thinks  he  has  done  a  mighty  thing.  He  won't  ftay  till  he 
gets  home  to  his  feat  in  the  country,  to  produce  this  wonderful  deed :  he'll  call 
wp  the  landlord  of  the  firft  inn  on  the  road ;  and,  after  a  fuitable  preface  upon 
mortality  and  the  uncertainty  of  life,  will  tell  him  that  he  ftiould  not  delay 
making  his  will;  and  here,. Sir,  williie  fay,  is  my  will,  which  I  have  juft  made, 
with  the  afliftance  of  one  of  the  ableft  lawyers  in  the  kingdom';  and  he  will 
read.it  to  him  (laughing  all  the  time).  He  believes  he  has  made  this  will; 
but  he  did  not  make  it :  you.  Chambers,  made  it  for  him.  -  I  truft  you  have 
had  more  confcience  than  to  make  him  fay,  *  being  of  found  underftanding;' 
ha,  ha,,  ha  !  I  hope  he  has  left  me  a  legacy.  I'd  have  his  will  turned  into 
verfe,  like  a  ballad." 

In  this  playful  manner  did  he  run  on,  exulting  in  his  own  pleafantry, 
which  certainly  was  not  fuch  as  might  be  expedted  from  the  authour  of  "  The 
Rambler,"  but  which  is  here  preferved,  that  my  readers  may  be  acquainted 
even  with  the  flighteft  occafional  charafterifticks  of  fo  eminent  a  man. 

Mr.  Chambers  did  not  by  any  means  relifh  this  jocularity  upon  a  matter 
of  which  ^^rj  magna  fuity  and  Icemed  impatient  till  he  got  rid  of  us.  Johnfon 
could  not  ftop  his  merriment,    but  continued  it  all  the  way  till  we  got 

without  the  Temple-gate.    He  then  burft  into  fuch  a  fit  of  laughter,  that 

he 
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>773-      he  appeared  to  be  almoft  in  a  convulfiorii  and,  in  order  'to  fuppbrt  himfel^ 

Ifitat,  64.  ^id  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  P^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  foot-pavement,  and  fent  forth 
peals  fo  loud,  that  in  the  filence  of  the  night  his  voice  feenred  to  refound 
from  Temple-bar  to  Fleet-ditch- 

This  moft  ludicrous  exhibition  of  the  awefiil,  melancholy,  and  venerable 
Johnfon,  happened  well  to  counteraft  the  feelings  of  fadnefs  which  I  ufed  to 
experience  when  parting  with  him  for  a  confiderablc  time.  I  accompanied 
him  to  his  door,  where  he  gave  me  his  blefllng. 

He  records  of  himfelf  this  year,  "  Between  Eafter  and  Whitfuntidc,  having 
always  confidered  that  time  as  propitious  to  ftudy,  I  attempted  to  learn  the 
Low  Dutch  language'."  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  he  here  admits  an 
opinion  of  the  human  mind  being  influenced  by  leafons,  which  he  ridicules  in 
his  writings.  His  progrefs,  he  fays,  "  was  interrupted  by  a  fever,  which,  hj 
the  imprudent  ufe  of  a  fmall  print,  left  an  inflamnution  in  his  ufeful  eye.'* 
We  cannot  but  admire  his  Ipirit  when  we  know,  that  amidft  a  complication  of 
bodily  and  mental  diftrefs,  he  was  ftill  animated  with  the  defire  of  intelleAual 
improvement.  Various  notes  of  his  ftudies  appear  on  different  days,  in  his 
raanufcript  diary  of  this  year  5  fuch  as,  "  Incboavi  USionem  Pentateucbi — Finivi 
UHionem  Conf*  Fab.  Burdonum.^'^Legi  primum  aSlum  Troadum.^^Legi  Dijferta^ 
tionem  Clerici  poftremam  de  PenL-^i  of  Clark* s  Sermons^ — L.  Appolonii  pugnam 
Betriciam.''^L.  centum  ver/us  Homeri.**  Let  this  ferve  as  a  ipecimen  of  what 
acceifions  of  literature  he  was  perpetually  inflifing  into  his  mind,  while  he 
charged  himfelf  with  idlenefs. 

This  year  died  Mrs.  Salu/buiy,  (mother  of  Mrs.  Thrale,)  a  lady  whom  he 
appears  to  have  eftecmed  much,  and  whofe  memory  he  honoured  with  an 
^Epitaph  ♦. 

In  a  letter  from  Edinburgh,  dated  the  29th  of  May,  I  prelled  him  to  perle- 
vcre  in  his  refolution  to  make  this  year  the  projefted  vifit  to  the  Hebrides, 
of  which  he  and  I  had  talked  for  many  years,  and  which  I  was  confident  would 
afford  us  much  entertainment 

^0  James  Boswell,  Efq. 

<^  Dear  Sir, 

^^  WHEN  your  letter  came  to  me,  I  was  fo  darkened  by  an  inflam- 
mation in  my  eye,  that  I  could  not  for  fome  tiilie  read  it.     I  can  now  write 


Fnyers  and  Meditations,  p.  129. 


^  Mrs*  Piozzi's  Anecdotes  of  Jobnfon,  p.  151^ 

without 
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Vrthout  trouble,  and  can  read  large  prints.    My  eye  is  gradually  growing     »77J- 
ftronger  -,  and  I  hope  will  te  able  to  take  fome  delight  in  the  furvey  of  a  ISatTcl! 
Caledonian  loch. 

"  Chambers  is  going  a  Judge,  with  fix  thoufand  a  year,  to  Bengal.  He 
and  I  fliall  come  down  together  as  far  as  Newcaille,  and  thence  I  fliall  eafily 
get  to  Edinburgh.  Let  me  know  the  exa6t  time  when  your  Courts  intermit* 
I  muft  conform  a  little  to  Chambers's  occafions,  and  he  muft  conform  a  litde 
to  mine.  The  time  which  you  fhall  fix,  muft  be  the  common  point  to  which 
we  will  come  as  near  as  we  can.     Except  this  eye,  I  am  very  well. 

'^  Beattie  is  fb  careiTed,  and  invited,  and  treated,  and  liked,  and  flattered, 
by  the  great,  that  I  can  fee  nothing  of  him.  I  am  in  great  hope  that  he  will 
be  well  provided  for,  and  then  we  will  live  upon  him  at  the  Marifchal  College, 
without  pity  or  modcfty. 

"  ■  left  the  town  without  taking  leave  of  me,  and  13  gone  in  deep 

dudgeon  to  '.      Is  not  this  very  childifh  ?      Where  is  now  my 

legacy  ? 

"  I  hope  your  dear  lady  and  her  dear  baby  are  both  well.  I  fliall  fee  them 
too  when  I  come  -,  and  I  have  that  opinion  of  your  choice,  as  to  fufpedt  that 
when  I  have  leen  Mrs.  BofweU,  I  fliall  be  lefs  willing  to  go  away.  I  am^ 
dear  Sir, 

*^  Your  aflfeftionate  humble  fervant^ 

**  Johnfon's-conrt,  Fleet-  Sam.  J O h n S O NT. 

ftrcct,  July  5,  J773, 

"  Write  to  me  as  foon  as  you  can.     Chambers  is  now  at  Oxford." 

I  again  wrote  to  him,  informing  him  that  the  Court  of  Sefllon  rofe  on  the 
twelfth  of  Auguft,  hoping  to  fee  him  before  that  time,  and  exprefling,  per- 
haps in  too  extravagant  terms,  my  admiration  of  him,  and  my  expedlarion  of 
pleafure  from  our  intended  tour. 

To  James  Boswell,  E/q. 

^'  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  s  H  A  L  L  fet  out  from  London  on  Friday  the  fixth  of  this  month, 
and  purpofe  not  to  loiter  much  by  the  way.  Which  day  I  fliall  be  at  Edin- 
burgh, I  cannot  exadlly  tell.     I  fuppofe  I  muft  drive  to  an  inn,  and  fend  a 

porter  to  find  you. 

I  i  i  "  I  am 
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1773-         '<  I  am  afraid  Beatde  will  not  be  at  his  College  foon  enough  for  us,  and  I 

iEt«.  64^  A^  '^  ^"y  ^  "^  ^"^  *  ^^'  ^^^  ^  "^  ftaying  for  the  concurrence  of  aU 
conveniences.    We  will  do  as  well  a$  we  can.     I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  mod  humble  fervant, 

«  Aogaftj,  iw-  Sam.  Johnson.'^ 

To  the  Jame. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

"NOT  being  at  Mr.  Thrale's  when  your  letter  came,  I  had  written 
the  inclofed  paper  and  fealed  it  \  bringing  it  hither  for  a  frank,  I  found  yours. 
If  any  thing  could  reprefs  my  ardour,  it  would  be  foch  a  letter  as  yours. 
To  disappoint  a  friend  is  unpleafing:  and  he  that  forms  expecftadons  like 
yours,  muft  be  difappointed.  Think  only  when  you  fee  me,  that  you  fee  a 
man  who  loves  you,  and  is  proud  and  glad  that  you  love  him.    I  am,  Sir» 

"  Your  moft  affefbionate 
'  •*  Aogttfta,  1773.  Sam.  Johnson.'^ 

7i  the  Jamc. 
♦'  Dear  Sir,  NCTrcaftIc,  Aog. u,  1771. 

"  I  CAME  hither  laf):  night,  and  hope,  but  do  not  abfolutely  promifey 
to  be  in  Edinburgh  on  Saturday.    Seattle  will  not  come  fo  foon.    I  am,  Sir> 

^^  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

**  Sam.  Johnson* 
•*  My  complinments  to  your  lady.** 

To  the  fame. 

'*  Mr.  Johnson  fends  his  compliments  to  Mr.  BolweU,  being  juft 
arrived  at  Boyd's.'* 

"  Saturday  night.'' 

His  ftay  in  Scodand  was  from  the  1 8th  of  Auguft,  on  which  day  he  arrived, 
tiU  the  2  2d  of  November,  when  he  fet  out  on  his  return  to  London ;  and  I 
believe  ninety-four  days  were  never  palled  by  any  man  in  a  more  vigorous 
exertion. 

He  came  by  the  way  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed  to  Edinburgh,  where  he  re- 
mained a  few  days,  and  then  went  by  St.  Andrew's,  Aberdeen,  Invcrnels,  and 
Fort  Auguftus,  to  the  Hebrides,  to  vifit  which  was  the  principal  objcft  he  had 

I  in 
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in  view.     He  vifitcd  the  ifles  of  Sky,  Raiay,  Col^  Mull,  Inchkcnneth,  and      »773- 
Icolmkill.     He  travelled  throuj^  Argylefhire  by  Inveraray,  and  from  thence  "mislCu. 
by  Lochlomond  and  Dunbarton  to  Gla%ow,  then  by  Loudon  to  Auchinleck 
in  Ayrlhire,  the  feat  of  nny  family,  and  then  by  Hamilton,  back  to  Edinburgh, 
where  he  again  Ipent  ibme  time.     He  thus  law  the  four  Univerfities  of  Scot- 
land, its  three  principal  cities,  and  as  much  of  the  Highland  and  infular  life  ^ 
as  was  fufficient  for  his  philofophical  contemplation.     I  had  the  pleafure  of 
accompanying  him  during  the  whole  of  this  journey.     He  was  refpeftfiilly 
entertained  by  the  great,  the  learned,  and  the  elegant,  wherever  he  went; 
nor  was  he  lefs  delighted  with  the  hofpitality  which  he  experienced  in  hum- 
bler life. 

His  various  adventures,  and  the  force  and  vivacity  of  his  mind,  as  exer- 
cifed  during  this  peregrination,  upon  innumerable  topicks,  have  been  faithfully 
and  to  the  beft  of  my  abilities  difplayed  m  my  "  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the 
Hebrides,"  to  which,  as  the  publick  has  been  pleafed  to  honour  it  by  a  very 
cxtenfive  circulation,  1  beg  to  refer,  as  to  a  feparate  and  remarkable  portion 
of  his  life,  which  may  be  there  feen  in  detail,  and  which  exhibits  as  ftriking 
a  view  of  his  powers  in  converfation,  as  his  works  do  of  his  excellence  in 
writing.  Nor  can  I  deny  to  myfclf  the  very  flattering  gratification  of  infcrting 
here  the  charafter  which  my  friend  Mr.  Courtenay  has  been  pleafed  to  give  of 
that  work : 

*^  With  Reynolds'  pencil,  vivid,  bold,  and  true, 

**  So  fervent  Bofwell  gives  him  to  our  view : 

**  In  every  train  we  fee  his  mind  expand  i 

"  The  matter  rifes  by  the  pupil's  hand  j 

*^  We  love  the  writer,  praife  his  happy  vein, 

"  Graced  with  the  naivete  of  the  fage  Montaigne. 

*^  Hence  not  alone  are  brighter  parts  dilplay'd, 

^^  But  ev'n  the  ipecks  of  charafter  pourtray'd : 

*•  We  fee  the  Rambler  with  faftidious  fmilc 

*^  Mark  the  lone  tree,  and  note  the  heath-clad  ifle ; 

*'  But  when  the  heroick  tale  of  Flora  *  charms, 

^'  Deck'd  in  a  kilt,  he  wields  a  chieftain's  arms : 

"  The  tuneful  piper  founds  a  martial  ftrain, 

"  And  Samuel  fuigs,  *  The  King  Ihall  have  his  ain." 


5  ♦«  The  cdcbratcd  Flora  Macdonald,    Sec  Bofwcirs  Toun** 

lii  2  During 
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1775-  During  his  ftay  at  Edinburgh,  after  his  return  from  the  Hebrides,  he  wai 

^tat'  6L  ^^  great  pains  to  obtain  information  concerning  Scotland ;  and  it  will  appear 
from  his  fubfequent  letters,  that  he  was  not  Icfs  folicitous  for  intelligence  ott 
this  fubjeft  after  his  return  to  London. 

To  James    Boswell,   Efq. , 
«  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  came  home  laft  night,  without  any  incommodity,  danger,  or 
wearinefs,  and  am  ready  to  begin  a  new  journey.  I  fhall  go  to  Oxford  on 
Monday.  I  know  Mrs.  Bofwcll  wifhed  me  well  to  go*;  her  wifhes  have  not 
been  difappointed.     Mrs.  Williams  has  received  Sir  A's  ^  letter. 

"  Make  my  compliments  to  all  thofe  to  yhom  my  compliments  may  be 
welcome. 

"  Let  the  box*  be  fent  as  foon  as  it  can,  and  let  me  know  when  to 
expeft  it. 

"  Enquire,  if  you  can,  the  order  of  the  Clans :   Macdonald  is  firft,  Mac- 
lean fecondi  further  I  cannot  go.     Quicken  Dr.  Webfter'.     I  am.  Sir, 

"  Yours  affedionately, 

«  Nov. 27,  1773.  Sam.  JohnsonJ' 


A^.  Boswell  so  Dr.  Johnson. 

Edinburgh,  Dec.  2,  1775. 

"YOU  fliall  have  what  information  I  can  procure  as  to  the  order  of 
the  Clans.     A  gendeman  of  the  name  of  Grant  tells  me,  that  there  is  no 

^  In  this  he  (hewed  a  very  acute  penetration.  My  wife  paid  him  the  moft  aifiduons  and 
refped^ful  attention,  while  he  was  our  gueft ;  £0  that  I  wonder  how  he  difcovered  her  wiihing  for 
his  departure.  The  truth  is,  that  his  irregular  hours  and  uncouth  habits,  fuch  as  turning  the 
candles  with  their  heads  downwards,  when  they  did  not  burn  bright  enough,  and  letting  the  wax 
drop  upon  the  carpet,  could  not  but  be  difagreeable  to  a  lady.  Befides,  fhe  had  not  that  high 
admiration  of  him  which  was  felt  by  rood  of  thofe  who  knew  him  ;  and  what  was  very  natural  to  a 
female  mind,  (he  thought  he  had  too  much  infiuence  over  her  hufband.  She  once  in  a  little  warmth, 
made,  with  more  point  than  juftice^  this  remark  upon  that  fubjecl :  **  I  have  feen  many  a  bear  led 
by  a  man ;  but  I  never  before  faw  a  man  led  by  a  bear.** 

^  Sir  Alexander  Gordon,  one  of  the  ProfeiTors  at  Aberdeen. 

*  This  was  a  box  containing  a  number  of  curious  things  which  he  had  picked  up  in  Scotland, 
particularly  fome  horn  fpoons. 

^  The  Reverend  Dr.  Alexander  Webfter,  one  of  the  minifters  of  Edinburgh,  a  man  of  diftin- 

guilhed  abilities,  who  had  promifed  him  information  concerning  the  Highlands  and  Iflands  of 
Scotland. 

fetded 
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fettled  order  among  them ;  and  he  fays,  that  the  Macdonalds  were  not  placed     »773- 
upon- the  right  of  the  army  at  CuUoden ;  the  Stuarts  were.    I  fhall,  however,  ^^lat.  64! 
examine  witnefles  of  every  name  that  I  can  find  here.     Dr.  Webfter  Ihall  be 
quickened  too.    I  like  your  litde  memorandums  i  they  are  fymptoms  of  your 
being  in  earneft  with  your  book  of  northern  travels. 

"  Your  box  ihall  be  fent  next  week  by  fea.  You  will  find  in  it  fome 
pieces  of  the  broom  bufh,  which  you  faw  growing  on  the  old  caftle  of 
Auchihleck.  The  wood  has  a  curious  appearance  when  fawn  acrofs.  You 
may  cither  have  a  litde  wriring-ftandifti  made  of  it,  or  get  it  formed  into 
boards  for  a  treatifc  on  witchcraft,  by  way  of  a  fuitable  binding." 


iktr.    &OSWELL   to   Dr.   JOHNrSOK. 

Edinburgh^  Dec.  18,  1775.* 

"YOU  promifed  me  an  infcription  for  a  print  to  be  taken  from  an 
hiftorical  pifture  of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots  being  forced  to  refign  her  crown, 
which  Mr.  Hamilton  at  Rome  has  painted  for  me.  The  two  following  have 
been  fent  to  me : 

^  Maria  Scotorum  Regina  melim  Jeculo  digna^  jus  regium  civibus  /editiofis 
invita  refignat.^ 

^  Civss  Jeditiofi  Mariam  Scotorum  Riginamjefe  tnuneri  abdicare  itrvitam  cogunf.* 

"  Be  fo  good  as  to  read  the  paflage  in  Robertlbn,  and  fee  if  you  cannot 
give  me  a  better  infcription.  I  muft  have  it  both  in  Latin  and  Englilh ;  fo  if 
you  fliould  not  give  me  another  Latin  one,  you  will  at  lead  choofe  the  beft 
of  thcfe  two,  and  fend  a  tranflation  of  it." 


His  humane  forgiving  difpofition  was  put  to  a  pretty  ftrong  teft  on  his 

return  to  London,  by  a  liberty  which  Mr.  Thomas  Davies  had  taken  with 

him  in  his  abfence,  which  was,  to  publilh  two  volumes,  entitled,  "  Mifcel- 

laneous  and  fugitive  Pieces,"  which  he  advertifed  in  the  newfpapers,  "  By  the 

Authour  of  the  Rambler,"     In  this  colleftion,    fcveral  of  Dr.  Johnfon's 

acknowledged  writings,  and  feveral  of  his  anonymous  performances,  and  fome 

which  he  had  written  for  others,  were  inferted ;  but  there  were  alfo  fome  in 

which  he  had  no  concern  whatever.     He  was  at  firft  very  angry,  as  he  had 

good 
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'773-     good  reafon  to  be.     But,  upon  confiderarion  of  his  poor  friend's  narrow  cir-^ 
Mat.  64.  cumftanccs,  and  that  he  had  only  ^  little  profit  in  view,  and  meant  no  harm, 
he  foon  relented,  and  continued  his  kindnefs  to  him  as  formerly. 

In  the  courfe  of  his  felf-examination  with  retrofped  to  this  year,  he  feems  m 

to  have  been  much  dejeded;  for  he  fays,  January  i,  1774,  "  This  year  has  Hi 
paft  widi  fo  litde  improvement,  that  I  doubt  whether  I  have  not  rather 
impaired  dian  increafed  my  learning' :"  and  yet  we  have  fecn  how  he  read,  and 
we  know  how  he  talked  during  that  period. 
'1774*  He  was  now  ferioufly  engaged  in  writing  an  account  of  our  travels  in  the 
Hebrides,  in  confequence  of  which  I  had  the  pleafurc  of  a  more  frequent 
vCorrelpondence  with  him. 

7(7  James  Boswell,  E/q. 
^'  Dear  Sir, 

*^  M  Y  operations  have  been  hindered  by  a  cough  5  at  leaft  I  flatter 
myfelf,  that  if  the  cough  had  not  come,  I  Ihould  have  been  further  advanced. 
But  I  have  had  no  intelligence  from  Dr.  W— ,  [Webfter,]  nor  from  the 
excife-office,  nor  from  you.  No  account  of  the  litde  borough  *.  Nothing 
of  the  Erfe  language.    I  have  yet  heard  nothing  of  my  box. 

"  You  mufl:  make  hafte  and  gather  me  all  you  can,  and  do  it  quickiy,  or 
I  will  and  fhall  do  without  it. 

^^  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Bofwell,  and  tell  her  that  I  do  not  love 
her  the  lefs  for  wifhing  me  away.  I  gave  her  trouble  enough,  and  fhall  be 
glad,  in  recompcnce,  to  give  her  any  pleafure. 

«  I  would  fend  fome  porter  into  the  Hebrides,  if  I  knew  which  way  it 
could  be  got  to  my  kind  friends  there.     Enquire,  and  let  me  know. 

"  Make  my  compliments  to  all  the  Dodors  of  Edinburgh,  and  to  all  my 
friends  from  one  end  of  Scodand  to  the  other. 

"  Write  to  me,  and  fend  me  what  intelligence  you  can :  and  if  any  thing 
is  too  bulky  for  the  pofl,  let'  me  have  it  by  the  carrier.  I  do  not  like  trufKng 
winds  and  waves.    I  am,  dear  Sir, 

**  Your  moft,  &c» 

"  Jan.  29,  1774.  Sam.  Johnson." 


■  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p.  129. 

•  The  ancient  Burgh  of  Prcftick,  in  Ayrftxirc. 
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* 

To  fbe/ame. 
*^  Dear  Sir, 

"  I N  a  day  or  two  after  I  had  written  the  laft  difcontented  letter,  I 
receiyed  my  box,  which  was  very  welcome.  But  ftill  I  mull  entreat  you  to 
haften  Dr.  Webfter,  and  continue  to  pick  up  what  you  can  that  may  be  ufeful. 

"  Mr.  Oglethorpe  was  with  me  this  morning.  You  know  his  errand.  He 
was  not  unwelcome. 

^'  Tell  Mrs.  Bofwell  that  my  good  intentions  towards  her  ftill  continue.  I 
Ihould  be  glad  to  do  any  thing  that  would  either  benefit  or  pleafe  her. 

*^  Chambers  is  not  yet  gone,  but  fo  hurried,  or  fo  negligent,  or  fo  proud, 
that  I  rarely  fee  him.  I  have,  indeed,  for  fome  weeks  paft,  been  very  ill  of 
a  cold  and  cough,  and  have  been  at  Mrs.  Thrale's,  that  I  might  be  taken 
care  of.  I  am  much  better,  nov^e  redeunt  in  pralia  vires  j  but  I  am  yet  tender, . 
and  eafily  difordered.  How  happy  it  was  that  neither  of  us  were  ill  in  the 
Hebrides.. 

^  The  queftion  of  Literary  Property  is  this  day  before  the  Lords.  Murphy 
drew  up  the  appellants'  cafe,  that  is,  the  plea  againft  the  perpetual  right.  I 
have  not  feen  it,  nor  heard  the  decifion*  I  would  not  have  the  right 
perpetual. 

^*  I  wiU  write  to  you  as  any  thing  occurs,,  and  do  you  fend  me  fomething 
about  tny  Scotdfh  friends..  I  have  very  great  kindnefs  for  them.  Let  me 
know  likewife  how  fees  come  in,  and  when  we  are  to  fee  you,    I  am,  Sir> 

"  Yours  affcftionately, 

"  London,  Feb.  7,  1774.  Sam.  Johnson." 


He  wrote  the  following  letters  to  Mr.  Steevcns,  his  able  aflbciate  in  editing, 
Shakfpeare : 

To  George  Steevens,  Efq.  in  Hampftead.. 
«  Sir, 

"  IF  I  am  afked  when  I  have  feen  Mr.  Steevens,  you  know  what 

anfwer  I  muft  give  5  if  I  am  afked  when  I  Ihall  fee  him,  I  wifh  you  would . 

tell  me  what  to  fay.    ' 

"  If  you  have  '  Lefley's  Hiftory  of  Scotland,'  or  any  other  book  about 

Scodand,  except  Boetius  and  Buchanan,  it  will  be  a  kindnefs  if  you  fend  them 

to.  Sir, 

*^  Your  humble  fcrvant, . 
"  Feb.  7,  1774,  Sam.  Johnson." 

To 
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To  the  fame. 
^'  Sir, 

"  W  E  are  thinking  to  augment  our  club,  and  I  am  defirous  of  nomi- 
nating you,  if  you  care  to  (land  the  ballot,  and  can  attend  on  Friday  nights  at 
leaft  twice  in  five  weeks :  lefs  than  that  is  too  little,  and  rather  more  will  be 
expected.     Be  pieced  to  let  me  know  before  Friday.     I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft,  &c. 
"Feb.  21,  1774.  Sam.  Johnson/* 

7(7  the  fame. 
*  Sir, 

"  LAST  night  you  became  a  member  of  the  club;  if  you  call  on 
iTie  on  Friday,  I  will  introduce  you.  A  gendeman,  propofed  after  you,  was 
rejefted. 

I  thank  you  for  Neander,  but  wiih  he  were  not  fo  fine.    I  will  take  care 
of  him.     I  am.  Sir, 

*'  Tour  humble  fervant, 
«  Mareh  5,  1774,  Sam.  JoHNSON." 

To  James  Bo  swell,  Efq. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

"  Dr.  Webster's  informations  were  much  lels  exadt  and  much 
lefe  determinate  than  I  expefted :  they  are,  indeed,  much  lels  pofitive  than, 
if  he  can  truft  his  own  book '  which  he  laid  before  me,  he  is  able  to  give. 
But  I  believe  it  will  always  be  found,  that  he  who  calls  much  for  information 
will  advance  his  work  but  flowly. 

"  I  am,  however,  obliged  to  you,  dear  Sir,  for  your  endeavours  to  help 
me,  and  hope,  that  between  us  fomething  will  fome  time  be  done,  if  not  on 
this,  on  fome  occafion. 

'^  Chambers  is  either  married,  or  almoft  married,  to  Mifs  Wilton,  a  girl 
of  fixteen,  exquifitely  beautifijl,  whonri  he  has,  with  his  lawyer's  tongue,  per- 
fuaded  to  take  her  chance  with  him  in  the  Eaft. 

'  A  manufcript  account  drawn  up  by  Dr.  Wcbftcr.of  all  the  pariihes  in  Scotland^  afcertaining 
their  length,  breadth,  number  of  inhabitants,  and  diftinguifhing  Proteftants  and  Roman  Catho- 
licks.  This  book  had  been  tranfmittcd  to  government,  and  Dn  Johnfon  law  a  copy  of  it  in  Dr. 
Webftcr's  poffcffion. 

cc  We 
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**  We  have  added  to  the  club,  Charles  Fox,  Sir  Charles  Bunbury,  Dr. 
Fordyce,  and  Mr.  Steevens. 

"  Return  my  thanks  to  Dr.  Webfter.  Tell  Dr.  Robertfon  that  I  have  not 
much  to  reply  to  his  cenfure  of  my  negligence ;  and  tell  Dr.  Blair  that  fince 
he  has  written  hither  what  1  faid  to  him,  we  muft  now  confider  ourfelves  as 
even,  forgive  one  another,  and  begin  again.  I  care  not  how  foon,  for  he  is 
a'  very  4)leafing  man.  Pay  my  compliments  to  all  my  friends,  and  remind 
Lord  Elibank  of  his  promife  to  give  me  all  his  works. 

'"  I  hope  Mrs.  Bofwell  and  litde  Mifs  are  well. — When  fliall  I  fee  them  again? 
She  is  a  Iweet  lady,  only  (he  was  fo  glad  to  fee  me  go,  that  I  have  almoft  a 
mind  to  come  again,  that  fhe  may  again  have  the  fame  pleafure. 

'^  Enquire  if  it  be  prafticable  to  fend  a  fmall  prefent  of  a  calk  of  porter 
to  Dunvegan,  Rafay,  and  Col.  I  would  not  wifh  to  be  thought  forgetful  of 
civilities.     1  am.  Sir, 

*^  Your  humble  fervant, 

^'  March  5,  1774.  SaM.  JohnsON.'* 

On  the  5th  of  March  I  wrote  to  him,  requefting  his  counfel  whether  I 
ihould  this  fpring  come  to  London.  I  ftated  to  him  on  the.  one  hand  fbme 
pecuniary  embarraffments,  which,  together  with  my  wife's  fituation  at  that 
time,  made  me  hefitate;  and,  on  the  other,  die  pleafure  and  improve- 
ment which  my  annual  vifit  to  the  metropolis  always  afforded  me ;  and  parti- 
cularly mentioned  a  peculiar  farisfa6tion  which  I  experienced  in  celebrating 
the  feftival  of  Eafter  in  St.  Paul's  cathedral ;  diat  to  my  fancy  it  appeared  like 
going  up  to  Jerufalem  at  the  feaft  of  the  Paflbver ;  and  that  the  ftrong  devo- 
tion which  I  felt  on  that  occafion  diflfiifed  its  influence  on  my  mind  through 
the  reft  of  the  year. 

To  James  Boswell,  Efq. 

«<  Dear   Sir,  l^^  dated,  but  written  about  the  i  yb  of  March.] 

"  I  A  M  aihamed  to  think  that  fincc  I  received  your  lettter  I  have 
paffed  fo  many  days  without  anfwering  it. 

"  I  think  there  is  no  great  difficulty  in  refolving  your  doubts.  The  reafons 
for  which  you  are  inclined  to  vifit  London,  are,  I  think,  not  of  fufficient 
ftrength  to  anfwer  the  objedions.    That  you  fhould  delight  to  come  once  a 

K  k  k  year 
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1 774-      year  to  the  fountain  of  intelligence  and  pleafure^  is  very  natural  j  but  both 

^ig^~^[  information  and  pleafure  muft  be  regulated  by  propriety.     Pkafure,  which 

cannot  be  obtained  but  by  unfeafonable  or  unfuitable  expence,  muft  always 

end  in  pain ;  and  pleafure,  which  muft  be  enjoyed  at  the  expencc  of  another's 

pain,  can  never  be  fuch  as  a  worthy  mind  can  fully  delight  in* 

«  What  improvement  you  might  gain  by  coming  to  London,  you  may 
cafily  fupply,  or  eafily  compenfate,  by  enjoining  yourfelf  fome  particular  ftudy 
at  home,  or  opening  fome  new  avenue  to  information,  Edmburgh  is  not  yet 
exhauftedi  and  I  am  fure  you  will  find  no  pleafure  here  which  can  defervc 
either  that  you  ihould  anticipate  any  part  of  your  future  fortune,  or  that  you 
fhould  condemn  yourfelf  and  your  lady  to  penurious  frugality  for  the  reft  of 
the  year. 

"  I  need  not  tell  you  what  regard  you  owe  to  Mrs.  Bofwell's  entreaties  j 
or  how  much  you  ought  to  ftudy  the  happinefs  of  her  who  ftudies  yours  with 
fo  much  diligence,  and  of  whofe  kindnefs  you  enjoy  fuch  good  effefts.  Life 
cannot  fubfift  in  fociety  but  by  reciprocal  conceflions.  She  permitted  you  to 
ramble  laft  year,  you  muft  permit  her  now  to  keep  you  at  home. 

''  Your  kft  reafon  is  fo  ferious,  that  I  am  unwillii^  to  oppofe  it.  Yet 
you  muft  remember,  that  your  image  of  worfliipping  once  a  year  in  a  certain 
place,  in  imiution  of  the  Jews,  is  but  a  comparifon,  and  ^miU  non  eft  idem ; 
if  the  annual  refort  to  Jerufalem  was  a  duty  to  the  Jews,  it  was  a  duty  becaufe 
it  was  commanded  i  and  you  have  no  fuch  command,  therefore  no  fuch  duty. 
It  may  be  dangerous  to  receive  too  readily,  and  indulge  too  fondly,  opinions, 
from  which,  perhaps,  no  pious  mind  is  wholly  difengaged,  of  local  fanftity 
and  local  devotion.  You  know  what  ftrange  cfFefts  they  have  produced  over 
a  great  part  of  the  Chriftian  world.  I  am  now  writing,  and  you,  when  you 
read  this,  are  reading  under  the  Eye  of  Omniprefencc. 

"  To  what  degree  fancy  is  to  be  admitted  into  religious  offices,  it  would 
require  much  deliberation  to  determine.  I  am  far  from  intending  totally  to 
exclude  it.  Fancy  is  a  faculty  beftowed  by  our  Creator,  and  it  is  reafonable 
that  all  his  gifts  fhould  be  uied  to  his  glory,  that  all  our  faculties  fhould  co- 
operate in  his  worfhip ;  but  they  are  to  co-operate  according  to  the  will  of 
him  that  gave  them,  according  to  the  order  which  his  wifdom  has  eftablifhed. 
As  ceremonies  prudential  or  convenient  are  lefs  obligatory  than  pofitive  ordi- 
nances, as  bodily  worfhip  is  only  the  token  to  others  or  ourfclvcs  of  mental 
adoration,  fo  Fancy  is  always  to  aft  in  fubordination  to  Reafon.  We  may 
take  Fancy  for  a  companion,  but  muft  follow  Reafon  as  our  guide.   We  may 

I  allow 
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aBow  Fancy  to  fuggeft  certain  ideas  in  certain  places,  but  Reafon  muft  always 
be  heard,  when  Ihe  tells  us,  that  thofe  ideas  and  thofe  places  have  no  natural 
or  neceffary  relation.  When  we  enter  a  church  we  habitually  recal  to  mind 
the  duty  of  adoration,  but  we  muft  not  omit  adoration  for  want  of  a  temple ; 
becauie  we  know,  and  ought  to  remember,  that  the  Univcrfal  Lord  is  every 
where  prefcnt ;  and  that,  therefore,  to  come  to  Jona,  or  to  Jerufalem,  though 
it  may  be  ufeful,  cannot  be  neceflary. 

^*  Thus  I  have  anfwered  your  letter,  and  have  not  anfwcred  it  negligently. 
I  love  you  too  well  to  be  carelefs  when  you  are  ferious. 

'^  I  think  I  fhall  be  very  diligent  next  week  about  our  travels^  which  I  have 
too  long  negleAed.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft^  &c. 

^'  Sam.  Johnson. 

^^  Compliments  to  Madam  and  Mifs/' 

34?  the  Jame. 

**  Dear  Sir, 

"THE  lady  who  delivers  this  has  a  law-fuit,  in  which  flie  defuies  v% 
make  ufe  of  your  (kill  and  eloquence,  and  (he  feems  to  think  that  ihe  fhaU 
have  Ibme thing  more  of  both  for  a  recommendation  from  me ;  whiqh,  though 
I  know  how  litde  you  want  any  external  incitement  to  your  duty,  I  could  not 
refufe  her,  becauie  I  know  that  at  leaft  it  will  not  hurt  her,  to  teU  you  that  I 
wilh  her  well;    1  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble  ferv^ant, 
'*  May  10,  1774.  .  Sam..  Johnson." 


Mr.  BoswELL  to  Dr.  Johnson. 

Edinbarghj  May  12,  l^^4» 

*'  Lord  Hailes  has  begged  of  me  to  offer  you  his  beil  reipeftsj 
and  to  tranfnut  to  you  ipecimens  of  5  Annals  of  Scodand,  from  the  Acceifion 
of  Malcolm  Kenmore  to  the  Death  of  James  V.'  in  drawiAg  up  which,  his 
Lordihip  has  been  engaged  for  ibme  time.  His  Lordihip  writjcs  to  me  thus  2 
*  If  I  could  procure  Dr.  Johnfon's  criticifms,  they  would  be  of  great  ufe  to 
me  in  the  proiccution  of  my  work,  as  they  would  be  judicious  and  true.  I 
have  no  right  to  aik  that  favour  of  him.  If  you  could,  it  would  highly 
oblige  me/' 

Kkk  2  ^Dr. 
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1774*         *'  Dr.  Blair  requefts  you  may  be  aflurcd  diat  he  did  not  write  to  London 

kiatTdc!  ^^^^  y^^  ^^^  ^^  '^^^  and' that  neither  by  word  nor  letter  has  he  made  the 

leaft  complaint  of  you  j  but,  on  the  contrary,  has  a  high  rcfpeft  for  you,  and 

loves  you  much  more  fmce  he  faw  you  in  Scodand.    It  would  both  divert  and 

pleafe  you  to  fee  his  eagemefs  about  this  matter." 

To  James  Boswell^  Efq^ 

"  Dear  Sir,  Strcathanr,  Jane  if «  1774. 

"  YESTERDAY  I  put  the  firft  fheets  of  die  ^Journey  to  the 
Hebrides'  to  the  prefs.  I  have  endeavoured  to  do  you  fome  juftice  in  the  firft 
paragraph.     It  will  be  one  volume  in  oftavo,  not  thick. 

"  It  will  be  proper  to  make  fome  prefents  in  Scotland.  You  ihall  tell  me 
to  whom  I  fhall  give  5  and  I  have  ftipulated  twenty  five  for  you  to  give  in 
your  own  name.  Some  will  take  the  prefent  better  from  me,  odiers  better 
froixi  you.  In'  this,  you  who  are  to  live  in  the  place  ought  to  direft.  Con- 
fider  it.  Whatever  you  can  get  for  my  purpofe,  fend  me  s  and  make  my 
•  compliments  to  your  lady  and  both  the  young  ones. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  your,  Sec 

"  Sam.  Johnson.** 

Afr.  BoswBLL  to  Dr.  Johnson. 

Edinbargh^  June  25*,  i774« 

«  YOU  do  not  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  various  packets 
which  I  have  fent  to  you.  Neither  can  I  prevail  with  you  to  anjwer  my  letters, 
though  you  honour  me  with  returns.  You  have  faid  nothing  to  me  about 
poor  Goldfmith ',  nothing  about  Langton. 

"  I  have  received  for  you,  from  the  Society  for  propagating  Chriftian 
Knowledge  in  Scodand,  the  following  Erfe  books :— »'  The  New  Teftament  j'— 
«  Baxter's  Call ;' — '  The  Confeflion  of  Faith  of  the  Aflembly  of  Divines  at 
Weftminfter;'— ^The  Modier's  Catechifms'— ^  A  Gaelick  and  Englifh 
Vocabulary  *." 

7<?  James  Boswell,  Efq. 
'•  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  WISH  you  could  have  looked  over  my  book  before  the  printer, 
but  it  could  not  eafily  be.     I  fofpeft  fome  miftakes  j  but  as  I  deal,  perhaps, 

'  Dr.  Goldfmith  died  April  4»  this  year, 

*  Thcfc  books  Dr.  Johnfon  prcfcntcd  to  the  Bodkiaii  Library. 

more 
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more  in  notions  than  fafts,  the  matter  is  not  great,  and  the  iecond  edition  wiU     1774. 
be  mended,  if  any  fuch  there  be.     The  prefs  will  go  on  flowly  for  a  time:^  ^tat'^c! 
becaufe  I  am  going  into  Wales  to-morrow, 

"  I  fliould  be  very  forry  if  I  appeared  to  treat  Ibch  a  charafter  as  that  of 
Lord  Hailes  otherwife  than  with  high  refpedl.  I  return  the  fheets  %  to  which 
I  have  done  what  mifchief  I  could ;  and  finding  it  fo  little,  thought  not  much 
of  fending  them.     The  narrative  is  clear,  lively,  and  fhort. 

**  I  have  done  worfe  to  Lord  Hailes  than  by  negledting  his  iheets :  I  have 
run  him  in  debt.  Dr.  Home,  the  Prefident  of  Magdalen  College  in  Oxford, 
wrote  to  me  about  three  months  ago,  that  he  purpofed  to  reprint  Walton's 
Lives,  and  defired  me  to  contribute  to  the  work :  my  anfwer  was,  that  Lord 
Hailes  intended  the  fame  publication ;  and  Dr.  Home  has  refigned  it  to  him. 
His  Lordlhip  now  muft  think  ferioufly  about  it. 

"  Of  poor  dear  Dr.  Goldfmith  there  is  little  to  be  told,  more  than  the 
papers  have  made  publick.  He  died  of  a  fever,  made,  I  am  afraid,  more 
violent  by  uneafinefe  of  mind.  His  debts  began  to  be  heavy,  and  all  his 
refources  were  exhaufted.  Sir  Jolhua  is  of  opinion  that  he  owed  not  lels  than 
two  thoufand  pounds.     Was  ever  poet  fo  trufted  before  ? 

"  You  may,  if  you  pleafe,  put  the  infcription  thus : 

^  Maria  Scotorum  Regina  nata  1 5 — ,  a  Juts  in  exiRum  aSta  1 5—,  ab  \oJ^t£ 
nea  data  1 5—.*     You  muft  find  the  years. 

"  Of  your  fecond  daughter  you  certainly  gave  the  account  yourfelf,  though 
you  have  forgotten  it.  While  Mrs.  Bofwell  is  well,  never  doubt  of  a  boy. 
Mrs.  Thrale  brought,  I  think,  five  girls  running,  but  while  I  was  with  you 
ihe  had  a  boy. 

"  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  all  your  pamphlets,  and  of  the  laft  I  hope  to 
make  fome  ufe.     I  made  fome  of  the  former.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  afFeftionate  fervant, 

"  July 4,  1774.  Sam.  Johnso^n^. 

<*  My  compliments  to  all  the  three  ladies.'* 

Mr.  BoswELL  to  Dr.  Johnson. 

Edinburgh,  Aug.  30,  1775. 

«'  Y  O  U  have  given  me  an  infcription  for  a  portrait  of  Mary  Queen 
of  Scots,  in  which  you,  in  a  Ihort  and  (biking  manner,  point  out  her  hard 

•  On  the  cover  enclofing  them.  Dr.  Johnfon  wrote,  "  If  my  delay  has  given  any  reafon  for 
fuppofing  that  I  have  not  a  ytxj  deep  fenfe  of  the  honour  done  me  by  allung  my  judgement,  I  am 
very  forry." 

fate. 
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1774-  fate.  But  you  will  be  plcafed-to  keep  in  mind,  that  my  pifture  is  a  reprc- 
l^tat.  6i.  fef^tation  of  a  particular  fcene  in  her  hiftory ; — ^her  being  forced  to  refign  her 
crown,  while  fhe  was  imprifoned  in  the  callle  of  Lochlevin.  I  muft,  there- 
fore, beg  that  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  give  me  an  infcription  fuited  to  that 
particular  fcene,  or  determine  which  of  the  two  formerly  tranfmitted  to  you 
is  the  beft  -,  and,  at  any  rate,  favour  me  with  an  Englifh  tranflation.  It  wiU 
be  doubly  kind  if  you  comply  with  my  requeft  ipcedily. 

«  Your  critical  notes  on  the  fpecimen  of  Lord  Hailes's  '  Annals  of  Scot- 
land,' are  excellent.  I  agreed  with  you  in  every  one  of  them.  He  himielf 
objefted  only  to  the  alteration  oi  free  to  branje^  in  the  paffiige  where  he  fays 
that  Edward  *  departed  with  the  glory  due  to  tl»  conquerour  of  a  free  pec^lc* 
He  fays,  *  to  caU  the  Scots  brave  would  only  add  to  the  glory  of  their  con- 
querour/ You  will  make  allowance  for  the  national  zeal  of  our  annalift.  I 
now  fend  a  few  more  leaves  of  the  Annals,  which  I  hope  you  will  perufc, 
and  return  with  obfervations,  as  you  did  upon  die  former  occafion.  Lord 
Hailes  writes  to  me  thus :  ^  Mr.  Bolwell  will  be  pleafed  to  exprefi  the  gratsfo! 
fenfe  which  Sir  David  Dalrymple  has  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  attention  to  his  little 
.Ipecimen.     The  further  Ipccimen  will  fhew,  that 

'  Even  in  an  Edward  he  can  fee  defcrt.' 

*'  It  gives  me  much  pleafure  to  hear  that  a  re-publication  of  Ifaac  Wakon's 
Lives  is  intended.  You  have  been  in  a  miftake  in  thinking  that  Lord  Hailes 
had  it  in  view.  I  remember  one  forenoon,  while  he  fat  with  you  in  my 
houfc,  he  faid,  that  there  fliould  be  a  new  edition  of  Walton's  Lives  j  and 
you  faid,  that  they  fhould  be  benoted  a  little.  This  was  all  that  pafled  on  that 
fubjeft.  You  muft,  therefore,  inform  Dr.  Home,  that  he  may  rcfume  his 
plan.  I  enclofe  a  note  concerning  it  j  and  if  Dr.  Home  will  write  to  me,  all 
the  attention  that  I  can  give  fhall  be  cheerfully  bellowed,  upon  what  I  think  a 
pious  work,  the  prefervation  and  elucidation  of  Walton,  by  whofc  writings  I 
have  been  moft  pleafingly  edified. 


Mr.  BoswELL  to  Dr.  Johnson. 

Edinburgh,  Sept,  i$«  I774* 

"  WALES  has  probably  detained  you  longer  than  I  fuppofed.  You 
will  have  become  quite  a  mountaineer,  by  vifiting  Scotland  one  year  and 
Wales  another.  You  muft  next  go  to  Switzerland.  Cambria  will  complain, 
if  you  do  not  honour  her  alfo  with  fome  remarks.     And  I  find  conceffere 

column^y 
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column^i  the  bookfellers  expedt  another  book.     I  am  impatient  to  fee  your     i774- 
Tour  to  Scotland  and  the  Hebrides.     Might  you  not  fend  me  a  copy  by  the  ^J^Jf^T^ 
poft  as  foon  as  it  is  printed  ofF?" 


Sr<?  James  Boswell^  E/q. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

•^  YESTERDAY  I  returned  from  my  Welch  journey.  I  was 
forry  to  leave  my  book  fufpended  fo  long ;  but  having  an  opportunity  of  fee- 
ing, with  fo  much  convenience,  a  new  part  of  the  ifland,  I  could  not  rejeft 
it.  I  have  been  in  five  of  the  fix  counties  of  North  Wales ;  and  have  ken 
St.  Afaph  and  Bangor,  the  two  feats  of  their  biftiops  j  have  been  upon  Pen- 
manmaur  and  Snowden,  and  paffed  over  into  Anglefea.  But  Wales  is  fo  little 
different  from  England,  that  it  ofiers  nothing  to  the  {peculation  of  the 
traveller. 

"  When  I  came  home,  I  found  feveral  of  your  papers,  with  fome  pages  of 
Lord  Hailes's  Annals,  which  I  will  confider.  I  am  in  hafte  to  give  you  fome 
account  of  myfelf,  left  you  fliould  fulpeft ,  me  of  negligence  in  the  preffing 
bufmefs  which  I  find  recommended  to  my  care  *,  and  which  I  knew  nothing  of 
till  now,  when  all  care  is  vain. 

"  In  the  diftribution  of  my  books  I  purpofe  to  follow  your  advice,  adding 
luch  as  ftiall  occur  to  me.  I  am  not  pleafed  with  your  notes  of  remembrance 
added  to  your  names,  for  I  hope  I  fhall  not  eafily  forget  them. 

*'  I  have  received  four  Erfe  books,  without  any  direftion,  and  fiifpeft  that 
they  are  intended  for  the  Oxford  library.     If  that  is  the  intention,  I  think  it 
will  be  proper  to  add  the  metrical  pfalms,  and  whatever  elfe  is  printed  in  Erfe, . 
that  the  prefent  may  be  complete.     The  donor's  name  fhould  be  told. 

**  I  wifti  you  could  have  read  the  book  before  it  was  printed,  but  our  dif- 
tance  does  not  eafily  permit  it. 

^'  1  am  forry  Lord  Hailes  does  not  intend  to  publifh  Walton ;  I  am  afraid 
it  iviU  not  be  done  fo  well,  if  it  be  done  at  all. 

**  I  purpofe  now  to  drive  the  book  forward.   Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs. 
Bofwell,  and  let  me  hear  often  from  you.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  afFedtionate  humble  fervant, 

•«  London,  Oftob.  i,  1774.  •  SaM.  JoHNSON." 

•♦  I  had  written  to  him,  to  rcqucft  his  intcrpofilion  in  behalf  of  a  convift,  who  I  thought  was 
very  unjuftly  condemned. 

This 
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This  tour  to  Wales,  which  was  made  in  company  with  Mn  and  Mrs. 
Thrale,  though  it  no  doubt  contributed  to  his  health  and  amufement,  did  not 
give  occafion  to  fuch  a  difcurfive  exercife  of  his  mind  as  our  tour  to  the 
Hebrides.  I  do  not  find  that  he  kept  any  journal  or  notes  of  what  he  faw 
there.  All  tliat  I  heard  him  fay  of  it  was,  that  inftead  of  bleak  and  barren 
mountains,  there  were  green  and  fertile  ones ;  and  that  one  of  the  caftles  in 
Wales  would  contain  all  the  caftles  that  he  had  feen  in  Scodand. 

Parliament  having  been  diflblved,  and  his  friend  Mr.  Thrale,  who  was  a 
fteady  fupporter  of  government,  having  again  to  encounter  the  ftorm  of  a 
contefted  eleftion,  he  wrote  a  fhort  political  pamphlet,  entided  "  The  Patriot,*" 
addrefled  to  the  eledors  of  Great-Britain ;  a  title  which,  to  faftious  men,  who 
confider  a  patriot  only  as  an  oppofer  of  the  meafures  of  government,  will 
appear  ftrangely  mifapplied.  It  was,  however,  written  with  energetick  viva- 
city ;  and,  except  thofe  paflages  in  which  it  endeavours  to  vindicate  the  glaring 
outrage  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  the  cafe  of  the  Middlefcx  eleftion,  and 
to  juftify  the  attempt  to  reduce  our  fellow-fubjefts  in  America  to  uncon- 
ditional fubmiflion,  it  contained  an  admirable  diiplay  of  the  properties  of  a 
real  patriot,  in  the  original  and  genuine  fcnfe, — a  fincere,  fteady,  rational^ 
and  unbiafled  friend  to  the  interefls  and  profperity  of  his  King  and  country. 
It  muft  be  acknowledged,  however,  that  both  in  this  and  his  two  former 
pamphlets,  there  was,  amidft  many  powerful  arguments,  not  only  a  confider- 
able  portion  of  ft>phiftry,  but  a  contemptuous  ridicule  of  his  opponents,  which 
was  very  provoking, 

To  James  Boswell,  Efq. 

^^  Dear  Sir, 

"  THERE  has  appeared  lately  in  the  papers  an  account  of  a  boat 
averfet  between  Mull  and  Ulva,  in  which  many  paffengers  were  loft,  and  among 
them  Maclean  of  Col.  We,  you  know,  were  once  drowned  * ;  I  hope,  there- 
fore, that  the  ftory  is  either  wantonly  or  erraneoufly  told.  Pray  farisfy  me  by 
the  next  poft. 

"  I  have  printed  two  hundred  and  forty  pages.— I  am  able  to  do  nothing 
much  worth  doing  to  dear  Lord  Hailes's  book.  I  will,  however,  fend  back 
the  ftieets ;  and  hope,  by  degrees,  to  anfwer  all  your  reafonable  expeftations. 

^^  Mr.  Thrale  has  happily  furmounted  a  very  violent  and  acrimonious 
oppofition  j  but  all  joys  have  their  abatements  :  Mrs.  Thrale  has  fellen  from 

5  In  the  ncwfpapcn. 

her 
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her  horfe,  and  hurt  herfelf  very  much.     The  reft  of  our  friends,  I  believe,      ^774* 
are  well.     My  compliments  to  Mrs.  Bofwell.     I  am.  Sir,  iEtat.  6c! 

"  Your  moft  afietSbionate  fervant, 

««  London,  Oftob.  27,  1 774.  Sam.  JohnsON." 

This  letter,  which  fliews  his  tender  concern  for  an  amiable  young  gentleman 
to  whom  we  had  been  very  much  obliged  in  the  Hebrides,  I  have  inferted 
according  to  its  date,  though  before  receiving  it  I  had  informed  him  of  the 
melancholy  event  that  the  young  Laird  of  Col  was  unfortunately  drowned. 

^0  James  Boswell,  Efq. 

^'  Dear  Sir, 

"  LAST  night  I  corrected  the  laft  page  of  our  *  Journey  to  the 
Hebrides.'  The  printer  has  detained  it  all  this  time,  for  I  had,  before  I  went 
into  Wales,  written  all  except  two  (heets.  ^  The  Patriot '  was  called  for  by 
my  political  friends  on  Friday,  was  written  on  Saturday,  and  I  have  heard 
little  of  it.  So  vague  are  conjedbures  at  a  diftance  *.  As  foon  as  I  can,  I  will 
take  care  that  copies  be  fent  to  you,  for  I  would  wilh  that  they  might  be  given 
before  they  are  bought  5  but  I  am  afraid  that  Mr.  Strahan  will  fend  to  you 
and  to  the  bookfellers  at  the  fame  time.  Trade  is  as  diligent  as  courtefy.  I 
have  mentioned  all  that  you  recommended.  Pray  make  my  compliments  to 
Mrs.  Bofwell  and  the  younglings.     The  club  has,  I  think,  not  yet  met. 

"  Tell  me,  and  tell  me  honeftly,  what  you  think  and  others  fay  of  our 
travels.     Shall  we  touch  the  continent  ^  ?     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

<*  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  Nor.  26,  1774.  Sam.  Johnson." 

In  his  manufcript  diary  of  this  year,  there  is  the  following  entry : 
^^  Nov.  ay.    Advent  Sunday.     I  confidered  that  this  day,  being  the  begin- 
ning of  the  ecclefiaftical  year,  was  a  proper  time  for  a  new  courfe  of  life.     I 
began  to  read  the  Greek  Teftament  regularly  at  160  verfes  every  Sunday. 
This  day  I  began  the  Afts. 

*^  In  this  week  I  read  Virgil's  Paftorals.  I  learned  to  repeat  the  Pollio  and 
Gallus.    I  read  carelefsly  the  firft  Georgick." 

*  Alluding  to  a  paflage  in  a  letter  of  mine,  where  fpeaking  of  his  *•  Journey  to  the  Hebrides," 
J  fay,  **  But  has  not  *  The  Patriot'  been  an  interruption,  by  the  time  taken  to  write  it,  and  the 
time  luxoriouily  fpent  in  liftening  to  its  applaufes  ?" 

7  We  had  projeded  a  voyage  together  up.the  Baltick,  and  talked  of  vifiting  fome  of  the  more 
northern  regions. 

Lll  Such 


44a  THE    LIFE    OF    DR-    JOHNSON. 

177^.  Such  evidences  of  his  unccafing  ardour,  both  for  «*  divine  and  human  lore,'' 
^.  '^  ^-'  when  advanced  into  his  fixty-fourth  year,  and  notwithftanding  his  many  dif- 
turbanccs  from  difeafe,  mull  make  us  at  once  honour  his  fpirit,  and  lament 
that  it  fliould  be  fo  grievoufly  clogged  by  its  material  tegument.  It  is  remark- 
able, that  he  was  very  fond  of  the  precifion  which  calculation  produces.  Thus 
we  find  in  one  of  his  manufcript  diaries,  "  j  2  pages  in  4to  Gr.  Teft.  and  30 
pages  in  Beza's  folio,  comprize  the  whole  in  40  days." 

Dr.  Johnson  to  John  H6olb^  Efq. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  HAVE  returned  your  play  %  which  you  will  find  underfcored  with 
red,  where  there  was  a  word  which  I  did  not  like.  The  red  will  be  waflicd 
oflF  with  a  litde  water. 

"  The  plot  is  fo  well  framed,  the  intricacy  fo  artful,  and  the  difentangk- 
ment  fo  eafy,  the  fufpenfc  fo  affefting,  and  the  paffionate  parts  fo  properly 
interpofcd,  that  I  have  no  doubt  of  its  fuccefs.     I  am.  Sir, 

«  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  December  191  1774.  Sam.  Johnson.'^ 

1775.  The  firft  effort  of  his  pen  in  1775,  was,  "  Propofals  for  publifhing  the 

Works  of  Mrs.  Charlotte  Lennox,f"  in  three  volumes  quarto.  In  his  diary, 
January  2,  I  find  this  entry :  "  Wrote  Charlotte's  Propofals."  But,  indeed> 
the  internal  evidence  would  have  been  quite  fufiicient.  Her  claim  to  the 
favour  of  the  publick  was  thus  enforced : 

"  Mofl  of  the  pieces,  as  they  appeared  fingly,  have  been  read  with  appro- 
bation, perhaps  above  their  merit,  but  of  no  great  advantage  to  the  writer. 
She  hopes,  therefore,  that  fhe  fhall  not  be  <con(idered  as  too  indulgent  to 
vanity,  or  too  fhidious  of  interefl,  i^  from  that  labour  which  has  hitherto 
been  chiefly  gainful  to  others,  fhe  endeavoursi  to  obtain  at  lail  fome  profit  for 
herfclf  and  her  children.  She  cannot  decently  enforce  her  claim  by  the  praife 
of  her  own  performances ;  nor  can  fhe  fuppofc,  that,  by  the  mc^  artful  and 
laboured  addrefs,  any  additional  notice  could  be  procured  to  a  publication,  of 
which  Her  Majesty  has  condefcended  to  be  the  patroness." 

7(7  James  Boswell,  E/q. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

"  YOU  never  did  aflc  for  a  book  by  the  pofl  till  now,  and  I  did  not 

think  on  it.     You  fee  now  it  is  done.    I  fent  one  to  the  King,  and  \  hear  he 
likes  it. 

»  «'  Clconicc." 

«  I  fhall 
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«  I  fliall  fend  a  parcel  into  Scotland  for  prcfents,  and  intewj^  to  give  to 
many  of  my  friends.     In  your  catalogue  you  left  out  Lord  Auchinleck. 

^^  Let  me  know^  as  faft  as  you  read  it,  how  you  like  it ;  and  let  me  know 
if  any  miftake  is  committed,  or  any  thing  important  left  oiit.  I  wiih  you 
could  have  feen  the  fheets.  My  compliments  to  Mrs.  Bofwell,  and  to  Vero* 
nica,  and  to  all  my  friends*  ^   I  am,  Sir, 

'*  Your  moft  humble  fcrvant, 

*•  January  14,  1775.  Sam*  John  SON.*' 

A^.  BoswELL  to  Dr.  Johnson. 

Edinburgh,  Jan.  19,  1775. 

**  B  E  pleafed  to  accept  of  my  beft  thanks  for  your  *  Journey  to  the 
Hebrides/  which  came  to  me  by  laft  night's  poft.  I  did  really  alk  the  favour 
twice  5  but  you  have  been  even  with  me,  by  granting  it  fo  fpeedily.  Bis  dai 
qui  (ito  dat.  Though  ill  of  a  bad  cold,  you  kept  me  up  the  greateft  part  of 
the  laft  night  i  for  I  did  not  ftop  till  I  had  read  every  word  of  your  book.  I 
looked  back  to  our  firft  talking  of  a  vifit  to  the  Hebrides,  which  was  many 
years  ago,  when  fitting  by  ourfelves  in  the  Mitre  uvern,  in  London,  I  think 
about  witching  time  0' night ;  and  then  exulted  in  contemplating  our  fcheme 
fulHlled,  and  a  monumentum  perenne  of  it  eredted  by  your  fuperiour  abilities. 
I  ihaU  only  iay,  that  your  book  has  afforded  me  a  high  gratification.  I  fhall 
afterwards  give  you  my  thoughts  on  particular  paflfages.  In  the  mean  time, 
I  haften  to  tell  you  of  your  havii^  miftaken  two  names,  which  you  will  cor- 
reft  in  London,  as  I  fhall  do  here,  that  the  gentlemen  who  deferve  the  valu- 
able compliments  which  you  have  paid  them,  may  enjoy  their  honours.  In  page 
106,  for  Gordon  read  Murchifon  -,  and  in  page  357,  for  Maclean  read  Macleod. 

*^  But  I  am  now  to  apply  to  you  for  immediate  aid  in  my  profcffion,  which 
you  have  never  refilled  to  grant  when  I  rcquefted  it.  I  enclofe  you  a  petition 
for  Dr.  Memis,  a  phyfician  at  Aberdeen,  in  which  Sir  John  Dalrymple  has 
exerted  his  talents,  and  which  I  am  to  anfwer  as  Counfel  for  the  managers  of 
the  Royal  Infirmary  in  that  city.  Mr.  Jopp,  the  Provoft,  who  delivered  to 
you  your  freedom,  is  one  of  my  clients,  and,  as  a  citizen  of  Aberdeen^  you 
will  fupport  him. 

"  The  faft  is  fhortly  this.  In  a  tranflation  of  the  charter  of  the  Infirmary 
from  Latin  into  Englifh,  made  under  the  authority  of  the  managers,  the  fame 
phrafe  in  the  original  is  in  one  place  rendered  Ptrificiany  but  ^hen  applied  to 
Dr.  Memis  is  rendered  DoSor  of  Medicine.    Dr.  Memis  complained  of  this 

Lll  a  before 
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»775'  before  the  tjanflation  was  printed,  but  was  not  indulged  with  having  it  altered, 
-(Etau  66.  ^^d  he  has  brought  an  adlion  for  damages,  on  account  of  a  fuppofed  injury, 
as  if  the  defignation  given  to  him  were  an  inferiour  one,  tending  to  make  it 
be  fuppofed  he  is  not  a  Pbyjiciany  and,  confequently  to  hurt  his  practice.  My 
father  has  difmiffed  the  adion  as  groundle(s,  and  now  he  has  appealed  to  the 
whole  Court  9." 

To  James  Boswell,  Efq. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

^'  I  L  o  N  G  to  hear  how  you  like  the  book  j  it  is,  I  think,  much  liked 

here.     But  Macpherfon  is  very  furious ;  can  you  give  me  any  more  intelligence 

about  him,  or  his  Fingal  ?     Do  what  you  can,  and  do  it  quickly.     Is  Lord 

Hailes  on  our  fide  ? 

"  Pray  let  me  know  what  I  owed  you  when  I  left  you,  that  I  may  fend  it 

to  you. 

"  I  am  going  to  write  about  the  Americans.  If  you  have  picked  up  any 
hints  among  your  lawyers,  who  are  great  matters  of  the  law  of  nations,  or  if 
your  own  mind  fuggefts  any  thing,  let  me  know.    But  mum, — ^it  is  a  fecret- 

<^  I  will  fend  your  parcel  of  books  as  foon  as  I  can ;  but  I  cannot  do  as  I 
wifh.  However,  you  find  every  thing  mentioned  in  the  book  which  you 
recommended. 

"  Langton  is  here ;  we  are  all  that  ever  we  were.  He  is  a  worthy  fellow, 
without  malice,  though  not  without  refentment. 

"  Poor  Beauclerk  is  fo  ill,  that  his  life  is  thought  to  be  in  danger.  Lady 
Di.  nurfes  him  with  very  great  affiduity. 

"  Reynolds  has  taken  too  much  to  ftrong  liquor ',  and  feems  to  delight  in 
his  new  charafter. 

"  This  is  all  the  news  that  I  have ;  but  as  you  love  verfes,  I  will  fend  you 
a  few  which  I  made  upon  Inchkenneth  *  j  but  remember  the  condition,  that 
you  fhall  not  fhow  them,  except  to  Lord  Hailes,  whom  I  love  better  than  any 
man  whom  I  know  fo  little.  If  he  afks  you  to  tranfcribe  them  for  him,  you 
may  do  it,  but  I  think  he  mutt  promife  not  to  let  them  be  copied  again,  nor 
to  fliow  them  as  mine. 

^  In  the  Court  of  Seffion  of  Scotland  an  adlion  is  firft  tried  by  one  of  the  Judges,  who  is 
called  the  Lord  Ordinary  ;  and  if  either  party  is  diflatisficd,  he  may  appeal  to  the  whole  Court, 
confiding  of  fifteen^  the  Lord  Prefidcnt  and  fourteen  other  Judges,  who  have  both  in  and  out  of 
Court  the  title  of  Lords,  from  the  name  of  their  cftates ;  as.  Lord  Auchinleck,  Lord  Monboddo,  &c. 

*  It  (hould  be  recollefled,  that  this  fanciful  defcription  of  his  friend  was  given  by  Johnfon 
after  he  had  become  a  water-drinker. 

»  Sec  them  in  «'  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,"  3d  edit.  p.  537, 

"  I  have 
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^  I  have  at  laft  fent  back  Lord  Hailes's  fheets.  I  never  think  about  return- 
ing them,  becaufe  I  alter  nothing.  You  will  fee  that  I  might  as  well  have  ^^Z.  ^d! 
kept  them.  However,  I  am  afliamed  of  my  delay ;  and  if  I  have  the  honour 
of  receiving  any  more,  promife  punftually  to  return  them  by  the  next  poft. 
Make  my  compliments  to  dear  Mrs.  Bofwell,  and  to  Mifs  Veronica.  I 
am,  dear  Sir> 

"  Yours  moft  faithfully, 

♦'  January  21*  1775.  Sam.  JohnSOnV* 

JMr.  BoswELL  to  Dr.  Johnson. 

Edinburgh^  Jan,  27,  1775. 

^'  Y  O  U  rate  our  lawyers  here  too  high, .  when  you  call  them  great 
mailers  of  the  law  of  nations. 

4if        »        «        «        «        • 

"  As  for  myfelfi  I  am  afhamed  to  fay  that  I  have  read  little  and  thought  litde 
on  the  fubjedt  of  America.  I  will  be  much  obliged  to  you,  if  you  will  diredt 
me  where  I  fliall  find  the  beft  information  of  what  is  to  be  faid  on  both  fides. 
It  is  a  fubjedl  vaft  in  its  prefent  extent  and  future  confequences.  The  imperfeft 
hints  which  now  float  in  my  mind,  tend  rather  to  the  formation  of  an  opinion 
that  our  government  has  been  precipitant  and  fevere  in  the  refolutions  taken 
againfl:  the  Boftonians.  Well  do  you  know  that  I  have  no  kindnefs  for  that 
race.  But  nations,  or  bodies  of  men,  fliould,  as  well  as  individuals,  have  a 
feir  trial,  and  not  be  condemned  on  charafter  alone.  Have  we  not  exprefs 
contrafts  with  our  colonies,  which  aflTord  a  more  certain  foundation  of  judge- 
ment, than  general  political  fpeculations  on  the  mutual  rights  of  ftates  and. 
their  provinces  or  colonies  ?     Pray  let  me  know  immediately  what  to  read. 


'  He  now  fent  me  a  Latin  infcription 
afterwards  favoured  me  with  an  Englilh 
to  the  engraving  from  my  piAure. 

*'  Maria  Scoiorum  Regina, 
**  Hominum/edithfarum 
**  Contumeliis  lajfata^ 
♦*  Minis  territa^  clamgribus  njiila^, 
<*  Libelh,  per  quern 
*♦  Regno  cediu 
**^  Lacrimans  irepiJatfJqui' 
^*  Notnen  afp^niu 


for  my  hiflorical  piftiire  of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  and 
tranflation..   Mr.  Alderman  Boydell  has  fubjoined  them 

Mary  Queen  of  Scots, 
Harraffed,  terrified,  and  overpowered 
By  the  infults,  menaces. 
And  clamours 
Of  her  rebellious  fubje^, , 
Sets  her  hand 
,  With  tears  and  confufioni 
To  a  refigoation  of  the  kingdom." 

■^     and 
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i77j»  and  I  Ihall  diligendy  endeavour  to  gather  for  you  any  thing  that  I  can  find*, 
^tat"  66*  ^^  Burke's  fpeech  on  American  Taxation  publilhcd  by  himfclf  ?  Is  it  aut^n- 
tick  ?  I  remember  to  have  heard  you  fay,  that  you  had  never  confidcred  Eaft 
Indian  affairs  -,  though,  furcly,  they  are  of  much  importance  to  Great-Britain. 
Under  the  recolledtion  of  this,  I  flielter  myfelf  from  the  reproach  of  ignorance 
about  the  Americans.  If  you  write  upon  the  fubjeft,  I  Ihall  certainly  under- 
ftand  it.  But,  fmce  you  fccm  to  expeft  that  I  Ihould  know  fomething  of  it, 
without  your  inftrudbion,  and  that  my  own  mind  fhould  fuggefl:  fomething,  I 
truft  you  will  put  me  in  the  way. 

«^  What  does  Becket  mean  by  the  Originals  of  Fingal  and  other  poems  of 
Oflian,  which  he  advertifes  to  have  lain  in  his  ihop  ?" 


To  James  Boswell,  EJi^. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

''  Y  Q  U  fent  me  a  cafe  to  confider,  in  whith  I  have  no  fafts  but  what 
are  againft  us,  nor  any  principles  on  which  to  rcafon.  It  is  vain  to  try  to  write 
thus  without  materials.  The  hJdi  feems  to  be  againft  you,  at  leaft  I  cannot 
know  nor  fay  any  thing  to  the  contrary.  I  am  glad  that  you  like  the  book  fo 
well.  I  hear  no  more  of  Macpherfon.  I  ihall  long  to  know  what  Lord 
Hailes  fays  of  it.  Lend  it  him  privately.  I  fhall  fend  the  parcel  as  ibon  as 
1  can.    Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Bofwell.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

January  28,  1775.  Sam.  John  SON.'* 


€t 


Idr.  Boswell  to  Dr.  Johnson. 

Edinburgh,  Feb.  2, 1775* 
«     «     *     H»     «     *     « 

'*  A  S  to  Macpherfon,  I  am  anxious  to  have  from  yourfelf  a  foil  and 
•pointed  account  of  what  has  palled  between  you  and  him.  It  is  confidendy 
told  here,  that  before  your  book  came  out  he  fent  to  you,  to  let  you  know 
that  he  underftood  you  meant  to  deny  the  authenticity  of  Offian's  Poems  \  that 
the  originals  were  in  his  pofleflion ;  that  you  might  have  inlpeftion  of  them, 
and  might  take  the  evidence  of  people  Ikilled  in  the  Erfe  language  j  and  that 
he  hoped,  after  this  fair  offer,  you  would  not  be  ^o  uncandid  as  to  affert  that 
he  had  refofcd  reafonable  proof.  That  you  paid  no  regard  to  his  mellage,  but 
publiflicd  your  ftrong  attack  upon  him  i  that  then  he  wrote  a  letter  to  you,  in 

1  fuch 
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fijch  terms  as  he  thought  fuited  to  one  who  had  not  afted  as  a  man  of  vera-      ^vs* 
city.     You  may  believe  it  gives  me  pain  to  hear  your  condud  reprefcnted  as  ^tai'^6 
unfavourable,  while  I  can  only  deny  what  is  faid,  on  the  ground  that  your 
charafter  refutes  it,  without  having  any  information  to  oppofc.     Let  me,  I 
beg  it  of  you,  be  flirnilhed  with  a  fufficicnt  anfwer  to  any  calumny  upon  this 
occaAon. 

***  Lord  Hailes  writes  to  me,  (for  wq  correlpond  more  than  we  talk  toge- 
ther,) *  As  to  Fingal,  I  fee  a  controverfy  arifing,  and  purpofe  to  keep  out  of 
its  way.  There  is  no  doubt  that  I  might  mention  fome  circumftances ;  but  I 
do  not  choofe  to  commit  them  to  paper/  What  his  opinion  is,  I  do  not 
know.  He  fays,  *  I  am  fmgularly  obliged  to  Dr.  Johnfon  for  his  accurate  and 
ufeful  criticifms.  Had  he  given  fome  ftridtures  on  the  general  plan  of  the 
work,  it  would  have  added  much  to  his  favours.'  He  is  charmed  with  your 
verfes  on  Inchkenneth,  fays  they  are  very  elegant,  but  bids  me  tell  you  he 
doubts  whether 

^  Legttimas  faciunt  pe£lora  fura  precesy 

be  according  to  the  rubrick :  but  that  is  your  concern  j  for,  you  know,  he  is 
a  Preft)ytcriaa."  ' 


To  Dr.  Lawrence*. 

"  Sir,  Fcbniaiy7,  1775'. 

**  ONE  of  the  Scotch  phyficians  is  now  profecuting  a  corporation 

that  in  fome  publick  inftrument  have  ftilcd  him  DoSor  of  Medicine  inftead  of 

Phyjician.     Bofwell  defires,    being  advocate  for  the  corporation,   to  know 

whether  DoSlor  of  Medicine  is  not  a  legitimate  title,  and  whether  it  may  be 

confidered  as  a  difadvantageous  diftindtion.   I  am  to  write  to-night,  be  pleafcd 

to  tell  me.     I  am.  Sir,  your  moft,  &c. 

"  SVvM.  Johnson." 

To  James  Boswevj^,  Efq. 
"  Mv  dear  Boswell, 

"  I  AM  fiirprized  that,  knowing  as  you  do  the  dilpofition  of  your 
countrymen  to  tell  lies  in  favour  of  each  other  ^  you  can  be  at  all  afFedted  by 

♦  The  learned  and  worthy  Dr.  Lawrence,  whom  Dr.  Johnfon  lefpcfted  and  loved  as  hb  phyfician 

and  friend. 

'  My  fricni  has,  in  this  letter,  relied  upon  roy  tcftimony  with  a  confidence,  of  which  the 

ground  has  efcaped  my  recolIe^on« 

any 
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177^-      any  reports  that  circulate  among  them.     Macpherfon  never  in  his  life  offered 
ktatl  66.  ^^  ^^^  %h^  ^^  ^^y  original  or  of  any  evidence  of  any  kind,  but  thought  only 
of  intimidating  me  by  noife  and  threats,  till  my  laft  anfwer, — that  I  would  not 
be  deterred  from  detefting  what  I  thought  a  cheat,  by  the  menaces  of  a  ruf- 
fian,— ^put  an  end  to  our  correipondence. 

"  The  ftate  of  the  queftion  is  this.  He,  and  Dr.  Blair,  whom  I  confider 
as  deceived,  fay,  that  he  copied  the  poem  from  old  manufcripts.  His  copies, 
if  he  had  them,  and  I  believe  him  to  have  none,  are  nothing.  Where  are 
the  manufcripts  ?  They  can  be  ftiown  if  they  exift,  but  they  were  never 
Ihown.  De  non  exiftentibus  et  non  apparentibusy  fays  our  law,  eadem  eft  ratio* 
No  man  has  a  claim  to  credit  upon  his  own  word,  when  better  evidence,  if  he 
had  it,  may  be  eafily  produced.  But,  fo  far  as  we  can  find,  the  Erie  language 
was  never  written  till  very  lately  for  the  purpofes  of  religion.  A  nation  that 
cannot  write,  or  a  language  that  was  never  written,  has  no  manufcripts. 

"  But  whatever  he  has,  he  nev£r  offered  to  (how.  If  old  manufcripts 
Ihould'  now  be  mentioned,  I  fliould,  unlefs  there  were  more  evidence  than  can 
be  eafily  had,  fuppofe  them  another  proof  of  Scotch  conipiracy  in  national 
faliehood. 

Do  not  cenfure  the  expreflion ;  you  know  it  to  be  true. 
Dr.  Memis's  queftion  is  fo  narrow  as  to  allow  no  fpeculation ;  and  I  have 
no  fadts  before  me  but  thofe  which  his  advocate  has  produced  againft  you. 

**  I  confulted  this  morning  the  Prefident  of  the  London  College  of  Phy- 
ficians,  who  fays^  that  with  us,  Do£lor  of  Phyjick  (we^o  not  fay  DoScr  of 
Medicine)  is  the  higheft  tide  that  a  prafticer  of  phyfick  can  have ;  that  DoSor 
implies  not  only  Phyjiciariy  but  teacher  of  phyfick  j  that  every  Do£ior  is  legally 
a  Pbyftciatiy  but  no  man,  not  a  DoSoTy  can  praSice  phyjick  but  by  li€ence  par- 
ticularly granted.  The  Doftoratc  is  a  licence  of  itfelf.  It  feems  to  us  a  very 
flender  caufe  of  profecution. 


V. 


**  I  am  now  engaged,  but  in  a  litde  time  I  hope  to  do  all  you  would  have. 
My  compliments  to  Madam  and  Veronica.     I  am.  Sir, 

^*  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  February  7,  1775,  SaM.  JOHNSON.** 

What  words  were  ufed  by  Mr.  Macpherfon  in  his  letter  to  the  vene- 
rable Sage,  I  have  never  heard ;  but  they  are  generally  faid  to  have  been  of  a 
nature  very  different  from  the  language  of  literary  conteft.  Dr.  Johnfon's 
.anfwer  appeared  in  the  newlpapers  of  the  day,  and  has  fince  been  frequendy 
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re-publiflied ;  but  not  with  perfedt  accuracy,     I  give  it  as  didtated  to  me  by  »775* 

himfelf,  written  down  in  his  prefence,  and  authenticated  by  a  note  in  his  own  ^^^au  66^ 
hand- writing,    "  9^his,  I  think ,  is  a  true  copy.'* 


Mr.  James  Macpherson, 

I  RECEIVED  your  foolifh  and  impudent  letter.  Any  violence  offered 
me  I  fhall  do  my  beft  to  repel  \  and  what  I  cannot  do  for  myfelf,  the  law  (hall 
do  for  me.  I  hope  I  fhall  never  be  deterred  from  detefting  what  I  think  a 
cheat,  by  the  menaces  of  a  ruffian. 

"What  would  you  have  me  retradt  ?  I  thought  your  book  an  impofture; 
I  think  it  an  impofturc  ftill.  For  this  opinion  I  have  given  my  reafons  to 
the  publick,  which  I  here  dare  you  to  refute.  Your  rage  I  defy.  Your 
abilities,  fince  your  Homer,  are  not  fb  formidable ;  and  what  I  hear  of  your 
morals  inclines  me  to  pay  regard  not  to  what  you  fhall  fay,  but  to  what  you 
fhall  prove.     You  may  print  this  if  you  will. 

*^  Sam.  Johnson.'* 

Mr.  Macpherfbn  litde  knew  the  character  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  if  he  fuppofed 
that  he  could  be  eafily  intimidated ;  for  no  man  was  ever  more  remarkable  for 
perfonal  courage.  He  had,  indeed,  an  awefiil  dread  of  death,  or  rather  *'  of 
fomething  after  death ;"  and  what  rational  man,  who  ferioufly  thinks  of  quitting 
all  that  he  has  ever  known,  and  going  into  a  new  and  unknown  ftate  of  beings 
can  be  without  that  dread  ?  But  his  fear  was  from  reflexion,  his  courage 
natural.  His  fear,  in  that  one  inflance,  was  the  refult  of  philofophical  and 
religious  confidcrauon.  He  feared  death,  but  he  feared  nothing  elfe,  not  even 
what  might  occafion  death.  Many  inflances  of  his  refblution  may  be  men- 
tioned. One  day,  at  Mr.  Beauclerk's  houfe  in  the  country,  when  two  large 
dogs  were  fighdng,  he  went  up  to  them,  and  beat  them  till  they  feparated  \ 
and  at  another  time,  when  told  of  the  danger  there  was  that  a  gun  might  burfl 
if  charged  with  many  balls,  he  put  in  fix  or  feven,  and  fired  it  off  againfl  a 
wall.  Mr.  Langton  told  me,  that  when  they  were  fwimming  together  near 
Oxford,  he  cautioned  Dr.  Johnfon  againfl:  a  pool,  which  was  reckoned  par- 
ticularly dangerous ;  upon  which  Johnfon  diredtly  fwam  into  it.  He  told  me 
himfelf  that  one  night  he  was  attacked  in  the  ftreet  by  four  men,  to  whom 
he  would  not  yield,  but  kept  them  all  at  bay,  till  the  watch  came  up,  and 
carried  both  him  and  them  to  the  round-houfe.  In  the  play-houfe  at  Lich- 
field, as  Mr.  Garrick  informed  me,  Johnfon  having  for  a  moment  quitted  a 
chair  which  was  placed  for  him  between  the  fide-fcenes,  a  gentleman  took 
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>  775*  ^pofleffion  of  it,  and  when  Johnibn  on  his  return  civilly  demanded  his  feat,  nidelf 
^tat^  66.  refiifcd  to  give  it  up ;  upon  which  Johnfon  laid  hold  of  him,  and  toffed  him 
and  the  chair  into  the  pit.  Foote,  who  fo  fuccefsfuUy  revived  the  old  comedy, 
by  exhibiting  living  charafters,  had  refolved  to  imitate  Johnfon  on  the  ftage, 
expecting  great  profits  from  his  ridicule  of  fo  celebrated  a  man.  Johnfon 
being  informed  of  his  intention,  and  being  at  dinner  at  Mr.  Thomas  Davies's 
the  bookfcUer,  from  whom  I  had  the  ftory,  he  alked  Mr.  Davies  **  what  was 
the  common  price  of  an  oak  ftick  ;'*  and  being  anfwered  fix-pence,  "  Why- 
then,  Sir,  (faid'he,)  give  me  leave  to  fend  your  fervant  to  purchafe  me  a  {hil- 
ling one.  rU  have  a  double  quantity ;  for  I  am  told  Foote  means  to  take  tn§ 
offi  as  he  jcalls  it,  and  I  am  determined  the  fellow  fhall  not  do  it  with  impunity/' 
Davies  took  care  to  acquaint  Foote  of  this,  which  effeduaUy  checked  the  wan- 
tonnefs  of  the  mimick.  Mr.  Macpherfon's  menaces  made  Johnfon  provide 
himfelf  with  the  fame  implement  of  defence ;  and  had  he  been  attacked,  I 
have  no  doubt  tiiat,  old  as  he  was,  he  would  have  made  his  corporal  prowefs 
be  /elt  as  much  as  his  intelleftual. 

His  "  Journey  to  the  Weftern  Iflands  of  Scotland,*"  is  a  moft  valuable 
performance.  It  abounds  in  extenfive  philofophical  views  of  fociety,  and 
in  ingenious  fentiments  ^and  lively  defcription.  A  confiderable  part  of  it, 
.  indeed,  confifts  of  /peculations,  which  many  years  before  he  faw  the  wild 
regions  which  we  vifitcd  together,  probably  had  employed  his  attention,  though 
the  aftual  fight  .of  thofc  fcenes  undoubtedly  quickened  and  augmented  them. 
Mr.  Orme,  the  very  able  hiftorian,  agreed  with  me  in  this  opinion,  which  he 
thus  ftrongly  exprefled :— "  There  are  in  that  book  thoughts,  which,  by  long 
revolution  in  the  great  piind  of  Johnfon,  have  been  formed  and  poliflied  like 
pebbles  rolled  in  the  ocean  !" 

That  he  was  to  fome  degree  of  excels  a  true-bom  Englijhman^  fo  as  to  have 
ever  entertained  an  undue  prejudice  againft  both  the  country  and  the  people 
of  Scotland,  muft  be  allowed.  But  it  was  a  prejudice  of  the  head,  and  not 
of  the  heart.  He  had  no  ill  will  to  the  Scotch  j  for,  if  he  had  been  confcious 
of  that,  he  would  never  have  thrown  himfelf  into  the  bofom  of  their  country, 
and  trufted  to  the  proteftion  of  its  remote  inhabitants  with  a  fearlefs  confi- 
dence. His  remark  upon  the  nakednefs  of  thexountry,  from  its  being  denuded 
of  trees,  was  made*  after  having  travelled  two  hundred  miles  along  the  eaftern 
coafl,  where  certainly  trees  arc  not  to  be  found  near  the  road,  and  he  faid  it  was 
'^  a  map  of  the  road*'  which  he  gave.  His  difbelief  of  the  authenticity  of  the 
poems  afcribed  to  Ofllan,  a  Highland  bard,  was  confirmed  in  the  courfc  of  his 
journey,  by  a  very  firid  examination  of  the  evidence  ofiered  for  its  wd  although 
#  2  their 
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their  authenticity  was  made  too  much  a  national  point  by  dte  Scotch,  there  1775- 
were  many  refpeftable  perfons  in  that  country  who  did  not  concur  in  this ;  JEtau^6. 
fo  that  his  judgement  upon  the  queftion  ought  not  to  be  decried,  even  by  thofe 
who  differ  from  him.  As  to  myfelf;  I  can  only  fay,  upon  a  fubjeft  now 
become  very  uninterefting,  that  when  the  fragments  of  Highland  poetry  firft 
came  out,  I  was  much  pleafed  with  their  wild  peculiarity,  and  was  one  of 
thofe  who  flibfcribed  to  enable  their  editor,  Mr.  Macpherfon,  then  a  young 
man,  to  make  a  fearch  in  the  Highlands  and  Hebrides  for  a  long  poem  in  the 
Erfe  language,  which  was  reported  to  be  preferved  fomewhere  in  thofe  regions. 
But  when  there  came  forth  an  Epick  Poem  in  fix  books,  with  all  the  common 
circumftances  of  former  compofitions  of  that  nature ;  and  when,  upon  an 
attentive  examination  of  it,  there  was  found  a  perpetual  recurrence  of  the  fame 
images  which  appear  in  the  fragments ;  and  when  no  ancient  manufcript,  to 
authenticate  the  work,  was  depofited  in  any  publick  library,  though  that  was 
infifted  on  as  a  reafonable  proof,  who  could  forbear  to  doubt  ? 

Johnfon's  grateful  acknowledgements  of  kindneffes  received  in  the  courfe 
of  this  tour,  completely  refute  the  brutal  refleftions  which  have  been  thrown 
out'iagainft  him,  as  if  he  had  made  an  ungrateful  return ;  and  his  delicacy  in 
Iparing  in  his  book  thofe  who  we  find  from  hb  letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  were 
juft  objefts  of  cenfure,  is  much  to  be  admired.  His  candour  and  amiable  dif- 
pofition  is  conipicuous  from  his  conduft,  when  informed  by  Mr.  Macleod,  of 
Rafay,  that  he  had  committed  a  miflake,  which  gave  that  gendeman  fomc 
imeafinels.  He  wrote  him  a  courteous  and  kind  letter,  and  inferted  in  the 
newfpapers  an  advertifement,  correfting  the  rhillake  \ 

The  obfervarions  of  my  friend  Mr.  Dempfter  in  a  letter  written  to  me,  fbon 
after  he  had  read  Dr.  Johnfon's  book,  are  fo  juft  and  liberal,  that  they  cannot 
be  too  often  repeated : 

"  There  is  nothing  in  the  book,  from  beginning  to  end,  that  a  Scotchman 
need  to  take  amifs.  What  he  fays  of  the  country  is  true  j  and  his  obfervations 
on  the  people  are  what  muft  naturally  occur  to  a  fenfible,  obferving,  and 
rcflefting  inhabitant  of  a  convenient  metropolis,  where  a  man  on  thirty  pounds 
a  year  may  be  better  accommodated  with  all  the  litde  wants  of  life,  than  Col 
or  Sir  Allan. 

"  I  am  charmed  with  his  refearches  concerning  the  Erfe  language,  and  the 
antiquity  of  their  manufcripts.    I  am  quite  convinced  i  and  I  fhall  rank  Oflianj 

•  Sec  •«  Joamal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,'*  3d  edit.  p.  520, 
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177^-      and  his  Fingals  and  Ofcars,  amongft  the  nurfery  tales,  not  the  true  hiftory  o£ 
^lat.  66.  ^^^  country,  in  all  time  to  come. 

"  Upon  the  whole,  the  book  cannot  difpleafc,  for  it  has  no  pretenfions*. 
The  authour  neither  fays  he  is  a  geographer,  nor  an  antiquarian,  nor  very 
learned  in  the  hiftory  of  Scotland,  nor  a  naturalift,  nor  a  foffilift.  The  man- 
ners of  the  people,  and  the  face  of  the  country^  are  all  he  attempts  to.  defcribe, 
or  feems  to  have  thought  of.  Much  were  it  to  be  wiftied,  that  they  who  have 
travelled  into  more  remote,  and  of  courfe  more  curious  regions,  had  all  pot- 
fefled  his  good  fenfe.  Of  the  ftate  of  learning,  his  obiervations  on  Glafgow 
Univerfity  Ihew  he  has  formed  a  very  found  judgement.  He  linderftands  our 
climate  too ;  and  he  has  accurately  obferved  the  changes,  however  flow  and 
imperceptible  to  us,,  which  Scodand  has  undergone,  in  confequcnce  of  the 
blelfings  of  liberty  and  internal  peace." 

Mr.  Knox,  another  native  of  Scotland,  who  has  fmce  made  the  fame  tour, 
and  publilhed  an  account  of  it,  i&  equally  liberal.  "  I  have  read  (fays  he,)  his 
book  again  and  again,  travelled  with  him  from  Berwick  to  Glenelg,  through, 
countries  with  which  I  am  well  acquainted ;  failed  with  him  from  Glenelg  ta 
Rafay,  Sky,  Rum,  Col,  Mull,  and  Icolmkill,  but  have  not  been  able  to 
corred:  him  in  any  matter  of  confcquence.  I  have  often  admired  the  accuracy,. 
the  precifion,  and  the  juftncfs  of  what  he  advances,  relpeding  both  the  country 
and  the  people. 

**  The  Doftor  has  every  where  delivered  his  fenriments  with  freedom,  and 
in  many  inftances  with  a  feeming  regard  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
the  ornament  of  the  country.  His  remarks  on  the  want  of  trees  and  hedges 
ibr  fhade>  as  well  as  for  fhelter  to  the  cattle,  are  well  founded,  and  merit  the 
thanks,  not  the  illiberal  cenfure  of  the  natives.  He  alfo  felt  for  the  diftrefles 
of  the  Highlanders,  and  expk)des,  with  great  propriety,,  the  bad  management 
of  the  grounds,  and  the  negleft  of  timber  ia  the  Hebrides." 

Having  quoted  Johnlbn's  juft  compliments  on  the  Rafay  family,  he  fays, 
'^  On  the  other  hand,  I  found  this  family  equally  lavift  in  their  encomiums 
upon  the  Do£)-or's  converfation,  and  his  fubfequent  civilities  to  a  young  gentle- 
man of  that  country,  who,  upon  waiting  upon  him  at  London,,  was  well 
received,  and  experienced  all  the  attention  and  regard  that  a  warm  friend  could 
beftow.  Mr.  Macleod  having  alfb  been  in  London,  waited  upon  the  Doftor, 
who  provided  a  magnificent  and  expenflve  entertainmentj  in  honour  of  his  old 
Hebridean  acquaintance/^ 

And 
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And  talking  of  the  military  road  by  Fort  Auguftus,  he  fays>  "  By  this  road,      '775* 
though  one  of  the  moft  rugged  in  Grcat-Britain,  the  celebrated  Dr.  Johnfon.  .^tat.  66^ 
pafled  from  Invernefs  to  the  Hebride  Ifles.     His  obfervations  on  the  country 
and  people  are  extremely  correft,  judicious,  and  inftruftive  7^'" 

His  private  letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  written  during  the  courfe  of  his  journey^ 
which  therefore  may  be  fuppofed  to  convey  his  genuine  feelings  at  the  time, 
abound  in  fuch  benignant  fentiments  towards  the  people  who  (hewed  him 
civilities,  that  no  man  whole  temper  is  not  very  harfli  and  four,  can*  retaia 
a  doubt  of  the  goodnefs  of  his  heart. 

It  is  painful  to  recoUeft  with  what  rancour  he  was  aflailed  by  numbers 
of  fliallow  irritable  North-Britons,  on  account  of  his  fuppofed  injurious  treat- 
ment of  their  country  and  countrymen,  in  his  «*  Joiimey."  Had  there  been 
any  juft  ground  for  fuch  a  charge,  would  the  virtuous  and  candid  Dempfter 
have  given  his  opinion  of  the  book,  in  the  terms  which  I  have  quoted  ? 
Would  the  patriotick  Knox  *  have  Ipoken  of  it  as  he  has  done  ?  And  let  me 
add,  that,  citizen  of  the  world  as  I  hold  myfelf  to  be,  I  have  that  degree  of 
prediledion  for  my  nalale  folum^  nay,  I  have  that  juft  lenfe  of  the  merit  of  an 
ancient  nation,  which  has  been  ever  renowned  for  its  valour,  which  in  former 
times  maintained  its  independence  againft  a 'powerful  neighbour,  and  in  modem 
times  has  been  equally  diftinguiflied  for  its  ingenuity  and  induftry  in  civilifed  life, 
that  I  Ihould  have  felta  generous  indignation  at  any  injuftice  done  to  it.  Johnfon 
treated  Scotland  no  worfe  than  he  did  even  his  beft  friends,  whofe  charafters 
he  ufed  to  give  as  they  appeared  to  him,  both  in  light  and  fhade.  Some  peo- 
ple, who  had  not  exercifed  their  minds  (ufficiently,  condemned  him  for  ccn- 
furing  his  friends.  But  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  whole  philofophical  penetration 
and  juftnefs  of  thinking  are  not  lefs  known  to  thofe  who  live  with  him,  than 
his  genius  in  his  art  is  admired  by  the  world,  explained  his  condiift  thus :.  "  He 
was  fond  of  difcrimination,  which  he  could  not  Ihew  without  pointihg  out 
^  bad  as  well  as  the  good  in  every  character ;  and  as  his  friends  were  thofe 
whofe  charafters  he  knew  beft,  they  afforded  him  the  beft  opportunity  for 
fhewing  the  acutenefs  of  his  judgement.'^ 

He  expreffed  to  his  friend  Mr.  Windham  of  Norfolk,  his  wonder  at  the 
extreme  jealouly  of  the  Scotch,  and  their  refentment  at  having  their  country 
defcribed  by  him  as  it  really  was  5  when,  to  fay  that  it  was  a  country  as  good 

^  Page  103. 

•-  I  obfcrvc  with  much  regret,  while  this  woik  is  paffing  through  the  prcft,  ( Auguft,  1790,) 
ih^t  this  ingeoioas  gentleman  is  d^« 

a& 
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as  England,  would  have  been  a  grofs  falfehood.  "  None  of  us,  (fai  i  hc^) 
would  be  offended  if  a  foreigner  who  has  travelled  here  ihould  fay,  that 
vines  and  olives  don't  grow  in  England."  And  as  to  his  prejudice  againft  the 
Scotch,  which  I  always  afcribed  to  that  nationality  which  he  obferved  in  them, 
he  faid  to  the  fame  gentleman,  "  When  I  find  a  Scotchman  to  whom  an 
Englifliman  is  as  a  Scotchman^  that  Scotchman  Ihall  be  as  an  Englilhman  to 
me^'*  His  intimacy  with  many  gentlemen  of  Scotland,  and  his  employing  fo 
many  natives  of  that  country  as  bis  amanuenfes,  prove  that  his  prejudice 
was  not  virulent ;  and  I  have  depofited  in  the  Britifli  Mufeum,  amongft  other 
pieces  of  his  writing,  the  following  note,  in  anfwer  to  one  from  me,  afking 
if  he  would  meet  me  at  dinner  at  the  Mitre,  though  a  friend  of  mine,  a 
Scotchman,  was  to  be  there : — "  Mr.  Johnfon  does  not  fee  why  Mr.  Bofwell 
ftiould  fuppofe  a  Scotchiiun  lels  acceptable  than  any  other  man.  He  will  be 
at  the  Mitre." 

My  much- valued  friend  Dr.  Barnard,  now  Bifhop  of  Killaloe,  having  once 
^xprefled  to  him  an  apprehenfion,  that  if  he  Ihould  vifit  Ireland  he  might  treat 
the  people  of  that  country  more  unfavourably  than  he  had  done  the  Scotch, 
he  anfwered,  with  ftrong  pointed  double-edged  wit,  "  Sir,  you  have  no  reafbn 
to  be  afraid  of  me.  The  Irifh  are  not  in  a  confpiracy  to  cheat  the  world  by 
falfe  reprefentations  of  the  merits  of  their  countrymen.  No,  Sir^  the  Irifh 
are  a  fair  people  :— they  never  fpeak  well  of  one  another." 
•  Johnfon  told  me  an  inflance  of  Scottifh  nationality,  which  made  a  very  unfa- 
vourable impreffion  upon  his  mind.  A  Scotchman,  of  fome  confideration  in 
London,  folicited  him  to  recommend,  by  the  weight  of  his  learned  authority, 
to  be  mafler  of  an  Englifh  fchool,  a  perfbn  of  whom  he  who  recommended 
him  confefled  he  knew  no  more  but  that  he  was  his  countryman.  Johnfon 
was  fhock^d  at  this  unconfcientious  condudl. 

All  the  miferable  cavillings  againft  his  "  Journey,"  in  newfpapers,  maga- 
zines, and  other  fugitive  publications,  I  can  fpeak  from  certain  knowledge, 
only  furnifhed  him  with  fport.  At  laft  there  came  out  a  fcurrilous  volume, 
larger  than  Johnfon's  own,  filled  with  malignant  abufe,  under  a  name,  real  or 
fidtitious,  of  fome  low  man  in  an  obfcure  corner  of  Scotland,  though  fuppofed 
to  be  the  work  of  another  Scotchman,  who  hajs  found  means  to  make  himfelf 
well  known  both  in  Scotland  and  England.  The  efFeft  which  it  had  upon 
Johnfon  was,  to  produce  this  pleafant  obfervation  to  Mr.  Seward,  to  whom  he 
lent  the  book ;  "  This  fellow  muft  be  a  blockhead.  They  don't  know  how  to 
go  about  their  abufe.  Who  will  read  a  five  fhilling  book  againft  me  ?  No, 
Sir,  if  they  Iiad  wit,  they  Ihould  have  kept  pelting  me  with  pamphlets." 

Mr. 
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il4r.  BoswBLL  to  Dr.  Johnson* 

Edinburgh,  Feb.  18^  1775. 

"YOU  would  have  been  very  well  pleafed  if  you  had  dined  with 
me  to  day.  I  had  for  my  guefts,  Macquharrie,  young  Maclean  of  Col, 
the  fucceffor  of  our  friend,  a  very  amiable  man,  though  not  marked  with 
fuch  aftive  qualities  as  his  brother,  Mr.  Maclean  of  Torloifk  in  Mull  a  gen- 
tleman of  Sir  Allan's  family,  and  two  of  the  clan  Grant,  fo  that  the  Highland 
and  Hebridean  genius  reigned.  We  had  a  great  deal  of  converfation  about 
you,  and  drank  your  health  in  a  bumper.  The  toaft  was  not  propofed  by  me, 
which  is  a  circumftance  to  be  remarked,  for  I  am  now  fo  coiuiefted  with  you> 
that  any  thing  that  I  can  fay  or  do  to  your  honour  has  not  the  value  of  an 
additional  compliment.  It  is  only  giving  you  a  guinea  out  of  that  treafure 
of  admiration  which  already  belongs  to  you,  and  which  is  no  hidden  treafure  s 
for  I  fuppofe  my  admiration  of  you  is  co-exiftent  with  the  knowledge  of  my 
charadter. 

"  I  find  that  the  Highlanders  and  Hebrideans  in  general  are  much  fonder 
of  your  *  Journey,'  than  the  low-country  or  -hither  Scots.  One  of  the  Grants, 
faid  to  day,  that  he  was  fure  you  were  a  man  of  a  good  heart,  and  a  candid 
man,  and  feemed  to  hope  he  fhould  be  able  to  convince  you  of  the  antiquity 
of  a  good  proportion  of  the  poems  of  Oflian.  After  all  that  has  palled,  I 
think  the  matter  is  capable  of  being  proved  to  a  certain  degree,  I  am  told 
that  Macpherfon  got  one  old  Erie  MS.  from  Clanranald,  for  the  reftitution  of 
which  he  executed  a  formal  obligation;  and  it  is  affirmed,  that  the  Gaelick 
(call  it  Erfe  or  call  it  Irifh,)  has  been  written  in  the  Highlands  and  Hebrides 
for  many  centuries.  It  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  as 
acquired  any  learning,  pofleflcd  the  art  of  writing  as  well  as  their  Irifti  neigh- 
bours and  Celtick  coulins;  and  the  queftion  is,  can  iufficient  evidence  be 
flicwn  of  this  ? 

"  Thofe  who  are  fkilled  in  ancient  writings  can  determine  the  age  of  MSS. 
or  at  leaft  can  afcertain  the  century  in  which  they  were  written  \  and  if  men 
of  veracity,  who  are  fo  (killed,  fhall  tell  us  that  MSS.  in  the  poffeffion  of 
families  in  the  Highlands  and.iflcs,  are  the  works  of  a  remote  age,  I  think  we 
fhould  be  convinced  by  their  teftimony. 

"  There  is  now  come  to  this  city,  Ranald  Macdonald,  from  the  Ifle  of 
Egg,  who  has  feveral  MSS.  of  Erie  poetry,  which  he  wilhes  to  publifh  by 
fubfcription.     I  have  engaged  to  take  three  copies  of  the  book,  the  price  of 

which. 
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X77S*      which  is  to  be  fix  fhiUings,  as  I  would  fubfcribc  for  all  the  Erfe  that  can  be 
'ALm!^66.  printed,  be  it  old  or  new,  that  the  language  may  be  preferved*     This  man 
fays,  that  fome  of  his  manufcripts  are  ancient ;  and,  to  be  fure,  one  of  them 
which  was  ihcwn  to  me  does  appear  to  have  the  dufkynefs  of  antiquity. 

"  The  inquiry  is  not  yet  quite  hopelefs,  and  I  fhould  think  that  the  exa£)r 
truth  may  be  difcovered,  if  proper  means  be  ufed.     I  am,  &c. . 

"  James  Boswbll." 

To  James  Boswell,  E/q. 

^'  Dear  Sir, 

*M  A  M  forry  that  I  could  get  no  books  for  my  friends  in  Scotland. 
Mr.  Strahan  has  at  laft  promifed  to  fend  two  dozen  to  you.  If  they  come, 
put  the  names  of  my  friends  into  them  j  you  may  cut  them  out  ^,  and  pafte 
them  with  a  little  ftarch  in  the  book. 

"  You  then  are  going  wild  about  Offian.  Why  do  you  think  any  part 
can  be  proved  ?  The  dulky  manufcript  of  Egg  is  probably  not  fifty  years 
old  i  if  it  be  an  hundred,  it  proves  nothing.  The  tale  of  Clanranald  has 
no  proof.  Has  Clanranald  told  it  ?  Can  he  prove  it  ?  There  are,  I  believe,, 
no  Erie  manufcripts.  None  of  the  old  families  had  a  fingle  letter  in  Erfe  that 
we  heard  of.  You  fay  it  is  likely  that  they  could  write.  The  learned,  if  any 
learned  there  were,  could ;  but  knowing  by  that  learning  fome  written  lan- 
guage, in  that  language  they  wrote,  as  letters  had  never  been  applied  to  their 
own.  If  there  are  manufcripts,  let  them  be  ihewn,  with  fome  proof  that  they 
are  not  forged  for  the  occafion.  You  fay  many  can  remember  parts  of  Offian. 
I  believe  all  thofe  parts  are  verfions  of  the  Englifli,  at  ieaft  there  is  no  proof 
of  their  antiquity. 

"  Macpherfon  is  faid  to  have  made  fome  tranflatiqns  himfelf ;  ^d  having 
taught  a  boy  to  write  it,  ordered  him  to  fay  that  he  had  learned  it  of  his  grand- 
mother. The  boy,  when  he  grew  up,  told  the  fl:ory.  This  Mrs.  Williams 
heard  at  Mr.  Strahan's  table.  Do  not  be  credulous ;  you  know  how  little  a 
Highlander  can  be  trufted.  Macpherfon  is,  fo  far  as  I  know,  very  quiet.  Is 
not  that  proof  enough  ?  Every  thipg  is  againft  him.  No  vifible  manufcript  j 
no  infcription  in  the  language :  no  correlpondence  among  friends :  no  tranf- 
aftion  of  bufinefs,  of  which  a  fingle  fcrap  remains  in  the  ancient  families. 
Macpherfon's  pretence  is,  that  the  charader  was  Saxon.    If  he  had  not  talked 

*  From  a  lift  in  his  band-writing. 

unfldlfully 


^ 
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unfldlfully  of  manujcripis^  he  might  have  fought  with  oral  tradition  much      *775- 
longer.     As  to  Mr.  Grant's  infonnationj  I  iuppofe  he  knows  much  left  of  the  ^^t.  56. 
matter  than  ourfelves. 

*^  In  the  mean  time,  the  bookfeller  fays  that  the  falc  ^  is  fufficiently  quick. 
They  printed  four  thoufand.  CorrcA  your  copy  wherever  it  is  wrong,  and 
bring  it  up.  Your  friends  will  all  be  glad  to  fee  you.  I  think  of  going  my- 
felf  into  the  country  about  May. 

'^  I  am  forry  that  I  have  not  managed  to  fend  the  books  fooner.  I  have 
left  four  for  youj  and  do  not  reftrift  you  abiblutely  to  follow  my  diredions  in 
the  diftribution.     You  muft  uie  your  own  difcretion. 

^^  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Bofwell  \  I  fuppofe  Ihe  is  now  juft  begin- 
ning to  £>rgive  me.     I  am,  dear  Sir> 

"  Your  humble  fervant, 
*'  Fcb.2j,  1775.  Sam.  Johnson."* 

On  Tuelday,  March  21,  I  arrived  in  London;  and  on  repairing  to  Dr. 
Johnfon*s  before  dinner,  found  him  in  his  ftudy,  fitting  with  Mr.  Peter 
Garrick,  the  elder  brother  of  David,  ftrongly  refcmbling  him  in  his  counte- 
nance and  voice,  but  of  more  iedate  and  placid  manners.  Johnfon  informed 
me,  that  "  though  Mr.  Beauclerk  was  in  great  pain,  it  was  hoped  he  was  not  in 
danger,  and  that  he  now  wiihed  to  confult  Dr.  Heberden  to  try  the  effeft  of  a 
fiew  tmderftanding.^'  Both  at  this  interview,  and  in  the  evening  at  Mr.  Thrale's, 
where  he  and  Mr.  Peter  Garrick  and  I  met  ag^,  he  was  vehement  on  the  fub- 
jeft  of  the  Oflian  controverfy  5 '  obferving,  "  We  do  not  know  that  there  are 
any  ancient  Erfc  manufcripts  j  and  we  have  no  odier  reafon  to  difbelicve  that 
there  arc  men  with  three  heads,  but  that  we  do  not  know  that  there  are  any 
fiich  men."  He  alfo  was  outrageous,  upon  his  fuppofition  that  my  countrymen 
*^  loved  Scotland  better  than  truth,"  faying,  "  All  of  them, — ^nay  not  all, — but 
droves  of  them,  would  come  up,  and  atteft  any  thing  for  the  honour  of  Scotland."* 
He  alfo  perfevered  in  his  wild  allegation,  that  he  queftioned  If  there  was  a 
tree  between  Edinburgh  and  the  Englilh  border  older  than  himfelf.  I  aflured' 
him  he  was  miftaken,  and  luggefted  that  the  proper  punilhment  would  be  that 
he  (hould  receive  a  ftripe  at  every  tree  above  a  hundred  years  old,  that  was 
found  within  that  fpace.     He  laughed,  and  faid,  ^'  I  believe  I  might  fubmit 

*  Of  bl(  "  Journey  to  the  Weftem  lilandi  of  Scotland." 

N  n  n  The 
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The  doubts  which,  in  my  corrcfpondence  with  him,  I  had  ventured  to  ftate 
as  to  the  juftice  and  wildom  of  the  condud:  of  Great-Britain  towards  the 
American  colonies,  while  I  at  the  fame  time  requefted  that  he  would  enable 
me  to  inform  myfcif  upon  that  momentous  fubjeft,  he  had  ^together  difre- 
garded ;  and  had  recently  publilhed  a  pamphlet,  entitled,  "  Taxation  no 
Tyranny;  an  Anfwer  to  the  Refolutions  and  Addrels  of  the  American 
Congrefs.*-' 

He  had  long  before  indulged  moft  unfavpurible  fentiments  of  our  fellow 
fubjcAs  in  America.  For,  as  early  as  1769, 1  was  told  by  Dr.  John  Campbell, 
that  he  had  faid  of  them,  "  Sir,  they  are  a  race  of  cotivifts,  and  ought  to  be 
thankful  for  any  thing  we  allow  them  fliort  of  hanging." 

Of  this  performance  I  avoided  to  talk  with  him  j  for  I  had  now  fomned  a 
clear  and  fettled  opinion,  that  the  people  of  America  were  well  warranted  to 
refill  a  claim  that  their  fellow-fubjefts  in  the  mother-country  fhould  have  the 
entire  command  of  their  fortunes,  by  taxing  them  without  their  own  confent ; 
and  the  extreme  violence  which  it  breathed,  appeared  to  me  fo  unfuitable 
to  the  mildnefs  of  a  Chrillian  philofopher,  and  fo  diredUy  oppofite  tx>  the 
principles  of  peace  which  he  had  fo  bcautifoUy  recommended  in  his  pamphlet 
refpeding  Falkland's  Idands,  that  I  was  forry  to  fee  him  appear  in  fo  ui^« 
vourable  a  light.  Befides,  I  could  not  perceive  in  it  diat  abiliiy  of  argument, 
or  that  felicity  of  expreflion,  for  which  he  was,  upon  odier  occafions,  fo  emi- 
nent. Pofitive  aflertion,  farcaftical  feverity,  and  extravagant  ridicule,  which 
he  himfelf  reprobated  as  a  tell  of  truth,  were  united  in  this  rhapfody. 

That  this  pamphlet  was  written  at  the  defu-e  o(  thofe  who  were  then  in 
power,  I  have  no  doubt;  and,  indeed,  he  owned  to  me,  that  it  had  been 
revifed  and  curtailed  by  fome  of  them.  He  told  me,  that  they  had  ftruck 
out  one  paffage,  which  was  to  this  efFedt :  **  That  the  Colonics  could  with 
no  folidity  argue  from  their  not  having  been  taxed  while  in  their  infancy, 
that  they  (hould  not  now  be  taxed.  We  do  not  put  a  calf  into  the  plow  i 
we  wait  till  he  is  an  ox."  He  iaid,  "  They  ftruck  it  out  either  critically, 
as  too  ludicrous,  or  politically,  as  coo  exasperating.  I  care  not  which. 
It  was  their  bufinefs.  If  an  architect  &ys,  I  will  build  five  ftories^  and  the 
man  who  employs  him  l^ys,  I  will  have  only  tliree,  the  employer  is  to  decide.'* 
^*  Yes,  Sir,  (faid  I,)  in  ordinary  cafes.  But  fliould  it  be  fo  when  the  archi- 
teft  gives  his  Ikill  and  labour  gratis  ?'* 

Unfavourable  as  I  am  conftraincd  to  fay  my  opinion  of  this  pamphlet  was, 
yet,  fince  it  was  congenial  with  the  fentiments  of  numbers  at  that  time,  and 
as  every  thing  relating  to  the  wiitings  of  Dr.  Johnfon  is  of  importance  in 

I  literar)' 
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literary  hiftory,  I  Ihall  therefore  infert  fome  paffagcs  which  were  ftruck  but,  it      '775- 
does  not  appear  why,  either  by  himfelf  or  thofe  who  revifed  it.    They  appear  ^SfTS! 
printed  in  a  few  proof  leaves  (i"  it  in .  my  poffeffion,  marked  widi  correftions 
tn  his  own  hand-wridng.     I  (hall  diftinguiih  them  by  Italicks. 

In  the  paragraph  where  he  fays,  the  Americans  were  incited  to  reliftance  by 
European  intelligence  from  "  men  whom  they  thought  their  friends,  but  who 
were  friends  only  to  themfehres,"  there  followed, — *'  and  made^  by  their felfijb- 
nefsy  the  enemies  of  their  country.** 

And  the  next  paragraph  ran  thus  :  "  On  the  original  contrivers  of  mifchief, 
rather  than  on  thoje  whom  they  have  deludedy  let  an  infulted  nation  pour  out  its 


vengeance." 


The  paragraph  which  came  next  was  in  thefe  words :  "  Unhappy  is  that 
country  J  in  which  men  can  hope  for  advancement  by  favouring  its  enemies.  The 
tranquillity  of  Jiahle  government  is  not  always  eafily  preferved  againji  the  machina- 
tions  of  ftngle  innovators  \  but  what  can  be  the  hope  of  quiet y  when  foEiions  hoftile 
to  the  legijlature  can  be  openly  formed  and  openly  avowed?** 

After  the  paragraph  which  now  concludes  the  pamphlet,  there  followed  this, 
In  which  he  certainly  means  the  great  Earl  of  Chatham,  and  glances  at  a  cer-< 
tain  popular  Lord  Chancellor : 

^^  Ify  by  the  fortune  of  wary  they  drive  us  utterly  away,  what  they  will  do  next 
€an  only  be  conjeElured.  If  a  new  monarchy  is  ereStedy  they  will  want  ^  King, 
He  who  fir  ft  takes  into  his  hand  the  fceptre  of  America  y  Jhould  have  a  name  of  good 
cmen.'  William  has  been  known  both  as  conqueror  and  deliverer  i  and  perhaps 
Englandy  however  contemnedy  might  yet  fupply  them  with  another  William. 
TFhigSy  indeed y  are  not  willing  to  be  governed  y  and  it  is  poffible  that  King 
William  may  be  ftrongly  inclined  to  guide  their  meafures :  but  Whigs  have  been 
cheated  like  other  mortals y  andfuffered  their  leader  to  become  their  tyrant y  under  the 
name  of  their  Protector.  What  more  they  will  receive  from  Englandy  no  man 
can  tell.     In  their  rudiments  of  empire  they  may  want  a  Chancellor.*' 

Then  came  this  paragraph : 

"  TCheir  numbers  arcy  at  prefenty  not  quite  fufficient  for  the  greatnejs  whichy  in 
fome  form  of  government  or  other y  is  to  rival  the  ancient  monarchies ;  buty  by  Dr. 
Franklin* s  rule  of  progrejjion,  they  willy  in  a  century  and  a  quarter y  be  more  than 
equal  to  the  inhabitants  of  Europe.  When  the  Whigs  of  America  are  thus  multi- 
plied, let  the  Princes  of  the  earth  tremble  in  their  palaces.  If  they  fhould  continue 
to  double  and  to  doubky  their  own  hemifpbere  will  not  contain  them.  But  let  not 
cur  boldeft  oppugners  of  authority  look  forward  with  delight  to  this  futurity  of 
Wbiggifm.** 

N  n  n  2  How 
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How  it  ended  I  know  not,  as  it  is  cut  ofF  abruptly  at  the  foot  of  the  laft  of 
thefe  proof  pages. 

His  pamphlets  in  fupport  of  the  meafures  of  adminiftration  were  publifhed 
on  his  own  account,  and  he  afterwards  colleftcd  them  into  a  volume,  with  the 
tide  of  "  Political  Tradts,  by  the  Authour  of  the  Rambler,"  with  this  motto. 


cc 
<c 
cc 


Fallitur  egregio  qui/quis  Jub  Principe  credit 

Servitiumy  numquam  libertas  gratior  extai 

9luam  Jub  Rege  fio:'  Claudianus, 


Thefe  pamphlets  drew  upon  him  numerous  attacks.  Againft  the  commoa 
weapons  of  literary  warfare  he  was  hardened  j  but  there  were  two  inflances  of 
animadverfion  which  I  communicated  to  him,  and  from  what  I  could  judge, 
both  from  his  filence  and  his  looks,  appeared  to  me  to  imprefs  him  much. 

One  was,  a  "  A  Letter  to  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon,  occafioned  by  his  late 
political  Publications."  It  appeared  previous  to  his  "  Taxation  no  Tyranny," 
and  was  written  by  Dr.  Jofeph  Towers.  In  that  performance.  Dr.  Johnfon 
was  treated  with  the  refpedt  due  to  fo  eminent  a  man,  while  his  conduft  as  a 
political  writer  was  boldly  and  pointedly  arraigned,  as  inconliftent  with  the  cha- 
rafter  of  one,  who,  if  he  did  employ  his  pen  upon  politicks,  "  it  might  rea- 
fonably  be  expefted  (hould  diftinguifli  himfelf,  not  by  party  violence  and 
rancour,  but  by  moderation  and  by  wifdom." 

It  concluded  thus :  "  I  would,  however,  wifh  you  to  remember,  fhould  you 
again  addrefs  the  publick  under  the  character  of  apolitical  writer,  that  luxuriance 
of  imagination  or  energy  of  language  will  ill  compenfate  for  the  want  of 
candour,  of  juftice,  and  of  truth.  And  I  fhall  only  add,  that  Ihould  I  here- 
after be  difpofcd  to  read,  as  I  heretofore  have  done,  the  moft  excellent  of  all 
your  perforaiances,  *  The  Rambler,'  the  pleafure  which  I  have  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  find  in  it  will  be  much  diminifhed  by  the  reflection  that  the  writer 
of  fo  moral,  fo  elegant,  and  fo  valuable  a  work,  was  capable  of  proftituting 
his  talents  in  fuch  produftions  as  ^  The  Falfe  Alarm,'  the  *  Thoughts  on 
the  Tranfaftions  relpefting  Falkland's  Iflands,'  and  *  The  Patriot." 

I  am  willing  to  do  juflice  to  the  merit  of  Dn  Towers,  of  whom  I  will  fay, 
diat  although  I  abhor  his  Whiggifli  democratical  notions  and  propenfiries, 
(for  I  will  not  call  them  principles,)  I  efteem  him  as  an  ingenious,  knowing, 
and  very  convivial  man. 

The  other  inftance  was  a  paragraph  of  a  letter  to  me,  from  my  old  and 
moft  intimate  friend, the  Reverend  Mr.  Temple,  who  wrote  the  character  of 

Gray^ 
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Gray,   which  has  had  the  honour  to  be  adopted  both  by  Mr.  Mafon  and      i775' 
Dr.  Johnfpn  in  their  accounts  of  that  poet.     The  words  were,  "  How  can  ^tau  66. 
your  great,  I  will  not  fay  your  piotiSy  but  your  moral  friend,  fupport  the  bar- 
barous meafures  of  adminiftration,  which  they  have  not  the  fece  to  afk  even 
their  infidel  penfioner  Hume  to  defend." 

However  confident  of  the  reditude  of  his  own  niind,  Johnfon  may  have 
felt  fmcere  uneafinefs  that  his  condu6t  Ihould  be  erroneoufly  imputed  to  unwor- 
thy motives,  by  good  men,  and  that  the  influence  of  his  valuable  writings 
fhould  on  that  account  be  in  any  degree  obftrufted  or  lefTened. 

He  complained  to  a  Right  Honourable  friend  of  diftinguiihed  talents  and 
very  elegant  manners,  with  whom  he  maintained  a  long  intimacy,  and  whofc 
generofity  towards  him  will  afterwards  appear,  that  his  penfion  having  been 
given  to  him  as  a  literary  charadler,  he  had  been  applied  to  by  adminiftra- 
tion to  write  political  pamphlets ;  and  he  was  even  fo  much  irritated,  that  he 
dclared  his  refolution  to  refign  his  penfion.  His  friend  fhewed  him  the 
impropriety  of  fuch  a  meafure,  and  he  afterwards  expreflfed  his  gratitude,  and 
faid  he  had  received  good  advice.  To  that  friend  he  once  fignified  a  wifli  to 
have  his  penfion  fecured  to  him  for  his  life  j  but  he  neither  ^ed  nor  received . 
from  government  any  reward  whatfoever  for  his  political  labours. 

On  Friday,  March  24>  I  met  him  at  the  Literary  Club,  where  were 
Mr.  Beauclerk,  Mr.  Langton,  Mr.  Colman,  Dr.  Percy,  Mr.  Vefcy,  Sir 
Charles  Bunbury,  Dr.  George  Fordyce,  Mr.  Steevens,  and  Mr.  Charles  Fox. 
Before  he  came  in,  we  talked  of  his  "  Journey  to  the  Weftern  Iflands,"  and 
of  his  coming  away,  "willing  to  believe  the  fecond  fight*,"  which  feemed  to 
excite  fome  ridicule.  I  was  then  fo  impreflTed  with  the  truth  of  many  of  the 
ftories  of  it  which  I  had  been  told,  that  I  avowed  my  conviftion,  laying, 
"  He  is  only  willing  to  believe,  I  do  believe.  The  evidence  is  enough  for 
me,  though  not  for  his  great  mind.  What  will  not  fill  a  quart  bottle  will 
fill  a  pint  bottle.  I  am  filled  with  belief."  "  Are  you  ?  (faid  Colman,)  then 
cork  it  up." 

I  found  his  "  Journey"  the  common  topick  of  converfation  in  London  at 
this  time,  wherever  I  happened  td  be.  At  one  of  Lord  Mansfield's  formal 
Sunday  evening  converfations,  ftrangely  called  Levees^  his  Lordftiip  addrefied 
me,  "  We  have  all  been  reading  your  travels,  Mr.  Bofwell."  I  anfwered, 
"  I  was  but  the  humble  attendant  of  Dr.  Johnfon."  The  Chief  Jufticc 
replied,  with  that  air  and  manner  which  none,  who  ever  faw  and  heard  him, 
can  forget,  "  He  fpeaks  ill  of  nobody  but  Offian." 

*  Johnfon's  '^  Journey  to  the  Wcftcrn  lilands  of  Scotland/*  edit,  1785,  p.  256. 

Johnfon 
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1775.  Johnfon  was  in  high  fpirits  this  evening  at  the  chib,  and  talked  with  great 

Mini  66  animation  and  fuccefs.  He  attacked  Swift,  as  he  ufed  to  do  upon  all  occafions. 
«  The  Tale  of  a  Tub'  is  fo  much  fupeiiour  to  his  other  writings,  that  one 
can  hardly  believe  he  was  the  authour  of  it.  There  is  ia  it  fuch  a  vigour  of 
mind,  fuch  a  fwarm  of  thoughts,  fo  niuch  of  nature,  and  art,  and  life."  I 
wondered  to  hear  him  fay  of  '*  Gulliver's  Travels,"  '*  When  once  you  have 
thought  of  big  men  and  Htde  men,  it  is  very  eafy  to  do  all  the  reft/'  I 
endeavoured  to  make  a  ftand  for  Swift,  and  tried  to  roufe  thofe  who  were 
much  more  able  to  defend  him  i  but  in  vain.  Jolinfon  at  laft  of  his  own 
accord  allowed  very  great  merit  to  the  inventory  of  articles  found  in  the  pockets 
of  the  Man  Mountain,  particularly  the  defcription  of  his  watch,  which  it  was 
conjeftured  was  his  God,  as  he  confulted  it  upon  all  occafions.  He  obferved, 
that  "  Swift  put  his  name  to  but  two  things,  (after  he  had  a  name  to  put,) 
'  The  Plan  for  the  Improvement  of  the  Englifli  Language,'  and  the  lafl: 
*  D  rapier's  Letter/* 

From  Swifti  there  was  an  eafy  tranfition  to  Mr.  Thomas  Sheridan.— 
Johnson.  "  Sheridan  is  a  wonderful  admirer  of  the  tragedy  of  Douglas,  and 
prefented  its  authour  with  a  gold  medal.  Some  years  ago,  at  a  cofFce-houfc 
in  Oxford,  I  called  to  him,  *  Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  Sheridan,  how  came  you  to 
give  a  gold  medal  to  Home,  for  writing  that  foolifh  play  ?'  This,  you  fee, 
w«s  wanton  and  infolent ;  but  I  meant  to  be  wanton  and  infolent.  A  medal 
has  no  value  but  as  a  ftamp  of  merit.  And  was  Sheridan  to  afliime  to  himfelf 
the  right  of  giving  that  ftamp  ?  If  Sheridan  was  magnificent  enough  to 
beftow  a  gold  medal  as  an  honorary  reward  of  dramatick  excellence,  he  fliould 
have  requefted  one  of  the  Univerfities  to  choofe  the  pcrfon  on  whom  it  fhould 
be  conferred.  Sheridan  had  no  right  to  give  a  ftamp  of  merit ;  it  was  coun- 
terfeiting Apollo's  coin/' 

On  Monday,  March  27,  I  breakfafted  with  him  at  Mr.  Strahan's.  He 
told  us,  that  he  was  engaged  to  go  that  evening  to  Mrs.  Abrngton's  benefit. 
"  She  was  vifiting  fome  ladies  whom  I  was  vifiting,  and  begged  that  I  would 
come  to  her  benefit.  I  told  her  I  could  not  hear :  but  fhe  infifted  fo  mucb 
on  my  coming,  that  it  would  have  been  bnital  to  have  refufed  her."  This 
was  a  fpeech  quite  charafteriftical.  He  loved  to  bring  forward  his  having 
been  in  the  gay  circles  of  life  j  and  he  was,  perhaps,  a  litde  vain  of  the 
folicitations  of  this  elegant  and  fafliionable  adtrefs.  He  told  us,  the  play  was 
to  be  "  The  Hypocrite,"  altered  from  Gibber's  "  Nonjuror,"  fo  as  to  fatyrize 
the  Methodifts.  "  I  do  not  think  (faid  he,)  the  charadter  of  the  Hypocrite 
juftly  applicable  to  the  Methodifts  i  but  it  was  very  applicable  to  the  Nonjurors. 

I  once 
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I  once  faid  to  Dr.  Madan,  a  clergyman  of  Ireland^  who  was  a  great  Whig, 
that  perhaps  a  Nonjuror  would  have  been  leis  criminal  in  taking  the  oaths 
impoied  by  the  ruling  power,  than  refuiing  them  >  becaufe  refuHng  them,  necef- 
farily  laid  him  under  almoft  an  iirefiftible  temptation  to  be  more  criminal ; 
for,  a  man  mu/i  live,  and  if  he  precludes  hinifelf  from  the  fupport  furnilhed 
by  the  eftabliihment,  will  probably  be  reduced  to  very  wicked  Ihifts  to  main- 
tain himfelf '."  Boswell.  <^  I  ihould  think.  Sir,  that  a  man  who  took  the 
oaths  contrary  to  his  principles,  was  a  determined  wicked  man,  becaufe  he 
was  fure  he  was  committing  peijury :  whereas  a  Nof^uror  might  be  infenHbly 
led  to  do  what  was  wrong,  without  being  fo  dire^ly  coofcious  of  it.'* 
Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  a  man  who  goes  to  bed  to  his  patron's  wife  is  pretty 
iure  that  he  is  committing  wickednef3."  Boswell.  ^^  Did  the  nonjuring  clergy- 
men do  fo.  Sir  ?     Johnson.  '^  I  am  afraid  many  of  them  did." 

I  was  flartled  at  his  argument,  and  could  by  no  means  think  it  convincing. 
Had  not  his  own  father  complied  with  the  requifition  of  government,  (as  to 
which  he  qnce  obferved  to  me,  when  I  prefled  Wm  upon  it,  "  Tbat^  Sir,  he 
was  to  fetde  with  himfelf,")  he  would  probably  have  thought  more  un&vour* 
ably  of  a  Jacobite  who  took  the  oaths : 

" had  he  not  refcmbled 

"  My  father  as  lit /wore  " 

'  This  was  not  merely  a  curfcyy  remark  ;  for  in  his  Ufe  of  Fen  ton  he  obferves,  '*  With  many 
other  wife  and  virtuous  men,  who  at  that  time  of  difcord  and  debate  [about  the  beginning  of 
this  century,]  coofuUed  conference  well  or  ill  informed,  more  than  intereft,  lie  dovbted  the 
legality  of  the  government;  and  refuiing  to  qualify  htmi^f  for  pubJick  employment,  by  faking  the 
oaths  required,  left  the  Univerfity  without  a  degree."  This  conduci,  Johnfon  calls  ''  perverib, 
ncfe  of  integrity.'* 

The  queftion  concerning  the  morality  of  taking  oaths,  of  whatever  kind,  impofed  by  the  prevail- 
ing power  at  the  time,  rather  than  to  be  excluded  from  all  confequencc,  or  even  any  coniideiabie 
.uiefulnefft  in  fociety,  has  been  agitated  with  all  the  acutenefs  of  cafuiftfy.  It  is  related,  that  he 
who  devifed  the  oath  of  abjuration,  profltgatdy  boalled,  that  be  had  framed  a  teft  which  (houki 
damn  one  half  of  the  nation,  and  fiarve  the  other.  Upon  minds  not  exalted  to  inflexible  re^itude, 
or  minds  in  which  zeal  for  a  party  is  predonHnant  to  excefs,  taking  that  oath  againfl  convidion, 
may  have  been  palliated  under  the  plea  of  neceility,  or  ventured  upon  in  heat,  as  upon  the  whole 
producing  more  good  than  evil. 

At  a  county  ele6lion  in  Scotland,  many  years  ago,  when  there  was  a  warm  contefl  between 
the  friends  of  the  Hanoverian  fucceflion  and  thofe  againft  it,  the  oath  of  abjuration  having  been 
demanded,  the  freeholders  upon  oneiide  ro(e  to  go  away.  Upon  which  a  very  fanguine  gentleman, 
one  of  their  number,  ran  to  the  door  to  (lop  them,  calling  out  with  much  earjicflnefs,  **  Stay, 
flay,  my  friends,  and  let  us  fwear  the  ^rogues  out  of  it !" 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Strahan  talked  of  launching  into  the  great  ocean  of  London^  in  order 
to  have  a  chance  for  rifing  to  eminence,  and  obferving  that  many  men  were 
kept  back  from  trying  their  fortune  there,  becaufe  they  were  born  to  a  com* 
petency,  faid,  "  Small  certainties  are  the  bane  of  men  of  talents  :'*  which 
Johnfon  confirmed.  Mr.  Strahan  put  Johnfon  in  mind  of  a  remark  which 
he  had  made  to  himj  "  There  are  few  ways  in  which  a  man  canht  mote 
innocently  employed  than  in  getting  money."  '*  The  more  one  thinks  of  this, 
(faid  Strahan,)  the  jufterit  will  appear." 

Mr.  Strahan  had  t^ken  a  poor  boy  from  the  country  as  an  apprentice,  upon 
Johnfon's  recommendation.  Johnfon  having  inquired  after  him,  faid,  "  Mr. 
Strahan,  let  me  have  five  guineas  on  account,  and  I'll  give  this  boy  one. 
Nay,  if  a  man  recommends  a  boy,  and  does  nothing  for  lum,  it  is  iad  work* 
Call  him  down." 

I  followed  him  into  the  court-yard,  behind  Mr.  Strahan*s  houfe  j  and  there 
I  had  a  proof  of  what  I  had  heard  him  profefs,  that  he  talked  alike  to  all. 
"  Some  people  (faid  he,)  tell  you  that  they  let  themfclves  down  to  the 
capacity  of  their  Jiearers.  I  never  do  that.  I  ipeak  uniformly,  in  as  intelli- 
gible a  manner  as  I  can." 

*'  Well,  my  boy,  how  do  you  go  on  ?" — "  Pretty  well.  Sir ;  but  they  are 
afraid  I  an't  ftrong  enough  for  fome  parts  of  the  bufinefs."  Johnson.  "  Why 
I  fhall  be  forry  for  it  j  for  when  you  confider  with  how  litde  mental  power  and 
corporeal  labour  a  printer  can  get  a  guinea  a  week,  it  is  a  very  defirable  occu- 
pation for  you.  Do  you  hear, — ^take  all  the  pains  you  can ;  and  if  this  does 
not  do,  we  muft  think  of  fome  other  way  of  life  for  you.    There's  a  guinea." 

Here  was  one  of  the  many,  many  inftances  of  his  adtive  benevolence.  At 
the  fame  time,  the  flow  and  fonorous  folemnity  with  which,  while  he  bent 
himfelf  down^  he  addrefled  a  little  thick  Ihort-legged  boy,  contrafted  with  the 
boy's  aukwardneft  and  awe,  could  not  but  excite  fome  ludicrous  emotions. 

I  met  him  at  Drury-lane  playhoufe  in  the  evening.  Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds, 
at  Mrs.  Abington's  requeft,  had  promifed  to  bring  a  body  of  wits  to  her 
benefit  j  and  having  fecured  forty  places  in  the  fiiont  boxes,  had  done  me  the 
honour  to  put  me  in  the  groupe.  Johnlbn  fat  on  the  feat  direftly  behind  me ; 
and  as  he  could  neither  fee  nor  hear  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  the  ftage,  he 
was  wrapped  up  in  grave  abftraftion,  and  feemed  quite  a  cloud,  amidft  all 
the  funlhine  of  glitter  and  gaiety.  I  wondered-  at  his  patience  in  fitting  out  a 
play  of  five  afts,  and  a  farce  of  two.  He  (aid  very  little ;  but  after  the  pro- 
logue to  "  Bon  Ton"  had  been  fpoken,  jvhich  he  could  hear  pretty  well  from 
die  more  flow  and  diftinft  utterance,   he  obferved,   "  Dryden  has  written 

prologues 
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prologues  fuperiour  to  any  that  David  Garrick  has  written  -,  but  David  Garrick      '  775' 
has  written  more  good  prologues  than  Dryden  has  done.     It  is  wonderful  that  ^^^66. 
he  has  been  able  to  write  fuch  a  variety  of  them/* 

At  Mr.  Beauclerk's,  where  I  fupped,  was  Mr.  Garrick,  whom  I  made 
happy  with  Johnlbn's  praife  of  his  prologues ;  and  I  fuppofe,  in  gratitude  to 
him,  he  took  up  one  of  his  favourite  topicks,  the  nationality  of  the  Scotch, 
which  he  maintained  in  his  pleafant  manner,  with  the  aid  of  a  litde  poetical 
fi<5lion.  "  Come,  come,  don't  deny  it :  they  arc  really  national.  Why, 
now,  tlie  Adams  are  as  liberal-minded  men  as  any  in  the  world  :  but,  I  don't 
know  how  it  is,  all  their  workmen  are  Scotch.  You  are,  to  be  fure,  wonder- 
&lly  free  from  that  nationality  -,  but  fo  it  happens,  that  you  employ  the  only 
Scotclj  fhoe-black  in  London.'*  He  imitated  the  manner  of  his  old  mafter 
with  ludicrous  exaggeration;  repeating,  with  paufes  and  half  whiftlings 
interjefted, 

**  Os  bominifuhlime  dedity^^^ceelumque  tueri^^ 
"  Jnffify — ^f  ereSlos  ad  fidera — tolkre  vuhus^ 

looking  downwards  all  the  time,  and,  while  pronouncing  the  four  lafl:  words, 
abiblutely  touching  the  ground  with  a  kind  of  contorted  gefticulation. 

Garrick,  however,  when  he  pleafcd,  could  imitate  Johnfon  very  exaftly  i 
for  that  great  aftor,  with  his  diflinguilhed  powers  of  expreflion  which  were  !<> 
univerfally  admired,  poffeffed  alfo  an  admirable  talent  of  mimicfcry.  He  was 
always  jealous  that  Johnfon  fpokclighdy  of  him,  I  recoUeft  his  exhibiting 
him  to  me  one  day,  as  if  faying  "  Davy  is  futile,"  Which  he  uttered  perfectly 
with  the  tone  and  air  of  Johnfon. 

I  cannot  too  frequendy  requeft  of  my  readers  while  they  perufe  my  account 
of  Johnfon's  converlation,  to  endeavour  to  keep  in  mind  his  deliberate  and 
ftrong  utterance.  His  mode  of  ipeaking  was  indeed  very  impreflive*;  and 
I  wilh  it  could  be  preferved  as  mufick  is  written,   according  to  the  vtry 

^  My  noble  friend  Lord  Pembroke  faid  once  to  me  at  Wilton,  with  a  happy  pleafantry  and  fome 
truth,  that  "  Dr.  Johnfon's  fayings  would  npt  appear  fo  extraordinary,  were  it  not  for  his  bov/^- 
nvow  way***  The  fayings  themfelves  are  generally  of  fterling  merit ;  but,  doubtlefs,  his  matmer 
was  an  addition  to  their  effed^,  and  therefore  (hould  be  attended  to  as  much  as  may  be.  It  is 
neceflary,  however,  to  guard  thole  who  were  not  acquainted  with  him,  againft  overcharged  imita- 
tions oc  caricatures  of  his  manner,  which  are  frequently  attempted,  and  many  of  which  are  fecohd- 
hand  copies  from  the  late  Mr.  Henderfon  the  adlor,  who*  though  a  good  mimick  of  fome 
perfons,  did  not  leprcfcnt  Johnfon  corxcdiy. 

O  0  o  ingenious 
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"77 J-     ingenious  method  of  Mr.  Steele  ^   who  has  fhewn  how  the  recitation  of 
^SA^Cee*  M^'  Garrick,  and  other  eminent  Ipeakers,  might  be'tranfinittcd  to  pofterity 
in  /core. 

Next  day  I  dined  with  Johnfon  at  Mr.  Thrale's.  He  attacked  Gray,  call- 
ing him  "  a  dull  fellow.**  Boswsjll.  "  I  underftand  he  was  referved,  and 
might  appear  dull  in  company;  but  lurely  he  was  not  dull  in  poetry.'* 
Johnson.  ^^  Sir^  he  was  dull  in  company^  dull  in  his  clofet,  dull  every 
where.  He  was  dull  in  a  new  way,  and  that  made  many  people  think  himf 
GREAT.  He  was  a  mechanical  poet.*'  He  then  repeated  fome  ludicrous 
Iines>  which  have  efcaped  my  memory,  and  laid,  "  Is  not  that  great,  like 
Us  Odes  V^  Mrs.  Thrale  maintained  that  his  Odes  were  melodious  i  upoa 
which  he  exclaimed^ 

<*  Weave  the  warp,  and  weave  the  woof  i**!— ^ 

]  added^  in  a  iblemn  tone, 

«  The  winding-fheet  of  Edward^s  race.*" 

^ere  is  a  good  fine." — ^**  Aye,  (faid  he^)  and  tlie  next  line  is  a*  good  one  5**' 
(pronouncing  it  contemptuoufly) : 

**  Give  ample  verge  and  room  enough,*'—^ 

» 

•*  No,  Sir^  there  are  but  two  good  ftanzas  in  Gray's  poetry,,  which-  are  in  his 
■  Elegy  in  a  Country  Ghurch-yard.'*    He  then  repeated  the  flanza^ 


u 


For  who  to  dumb  forgetfiilnefs  a  prey,**  &c.. 


miftaking  one  word ;   for  inftead  of  precinlls  he  laid  confines.     He  add'ed^. 
«*  The  other  ftanza  I  forget." 

A  young  lady  who  had  married  a  man  much  her  inferiour  in  rank  being 
mentioned,  a  queftion  arofe  how  a  woman's  relations  fliould  behave  to  her 
in  fuch  a  fituation ;  and,  while  I  recapitulate  the  debate;  and  recolledt  what  has 
fince  happened,  I  cannot  but  be  ftruck  in  a  manner  that  delicacy  forbids  me 
to  exprefs.  While  I  contended  that  fhe  ought  to  be  treated  with  an  inflexible 
fteadinefs  of  difpleafure,  Mrs.  Thrale  was  all  for  mildnefs  and  for^venefe,  9JuS^ 

»  Sec  **  ^rofidfa  Rattonalh ;  or,  an  Efla^  tof^neiids  cftablffhing  the  Melody  and  Meafbit  of 
Speech,  to  be  expiefled  and  peifetuated  hy  pectfliar  Symbols."    London,  1779. 

*       I  according 
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according  to  the  vidgar  {^hrafe,  making  the  beft  of  a  bad  bargain.  Johnson.  I77^ 
**  Madam,  we  rauft  dyftinguiih.  Wcpc  I  a  man  of  rank,  I  would  not  let  a  "^^^66^ 
daughter  ftarve  who  had  made  a  mean  marriage ;  but  having  voluntarily 
degraded  faerielf  &om  the  itation  which  fhe  was  originally  entided  to  hold,  £ 
would  ilipport  her  oxily  in  that  which  fhe  herlelf  has  chofen ;  and  would  not  put 
her  on  a  level  with  my  other  daughters.  You  are  to  confider.  Madam,  that 
it  is  our  duty  to  maintain  the  fijbordination  of  civUifed  fociety  -,  and  when  there 
is  a  grois  and  ihameful  deviation  from  rank,  it  ihould  be  puniflied  ib  as  to 
ticGer  others  from  the  fame  perveriion." 

A&er  frequcndy  confidcring  this  iubje^t,  I  am  more  and  more  confirmed 
in  what  I  then  meant  to  exprefs^  and  which  was  (andtioned  by  the  aitdio- 
rity,  and  illuftrataed  by  cbe  wiidom,  of  Johnfon;  and  I  dunk  it  of  the 
utmoft  confequence  to  the  happineis  of  Society,  to  which  fubordination  is 
abfoiutdy  neceflary.  It  is  weak,  and  contemptible,  and  unworthy^  in  a  parent 
€0  relax  in  fuch  a  cafe.  It  is  facrificing  general  advantage  to  private  feelings. 
And  let  it  be  confidered,  that  the  claim  of  a  daughter  who  has  a6ted  thus,  to 
be  reftored  to  her  former  fituation,  is  either  fantastical  or  unjuft.  If  there  be 
i)o  valiie  in  the  ^ftin&ion  of  nude,  what  does  fhe  fufier  by  being  kept  in  the 
fituation  to  which  fhe  has  defcended  ?  If  there  be  a  value  in  that  difbinftiori, 
it  ought  to  be  fteadify  mamtained.  If  indulgence  be  /hewn  to  fuch  condud, 
and  the  offenders  know  that  in  a  longer  or  flKHter  time  they  ihall  be  received 
as  well  as  if  they  had  not  conumkis^d  dieM;_fajood  by  a  bafe  alliance,  the 
great  check  upon  that  inordinatse  caprice  which  generally  occaiions  low  mar- 
riages, wiU  be  removed,  and  the  fair  and  comfortable  order  of  improved  life 
will  be  miferably  difturbed.    - 

Lord  Chefterficld's  letters  being  mentioned,  Johnfon  faid,  *'  It  was  not  to 
be  wondered  at  that  they  had  fo  great  a  fale,  confidcring  that  they  were  the 
letters  of  a  ftatefman,  a  wit,  one  who  had  been  fo  much  in  the  mouths  of 
mankind,  one  long  accuftomed  virum  volitare  per  era.** 

On  Friday,  March  31,  I  fupped  with  him  and  fome  friends  at  a  tavern. 
One  of  the  company  attempted,  with  too  much  forwardnefs,  to  rally  him  on  his 
late  appearance  at  the  theatre  j    but  had  reafon  to  repent  of  his  temerity, 
*'  Why,  Sir,  did  you  go  to  Mrs.  Abington's  benefit  ?  Did  you'fce  ?"   Johnson. 
'f  No,  Sir."    «  Did  you  hear  ?"    Johnson.  "  No,  Sir."     *'  Why  then.  Sir,     . 
did  you  go  ?"    Johnson.  "  Becaufe,  Sir,  fhe  is  a  favourite  of  the  publick ; 
and  when  the  publick  cares  the  thoufandth  pan  for  you  that  it  does  for  her, 
I  will  gcf  to  your  benefit  too." 

O  0  o  a  Next 
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Next  morning  I  won  a  fmall  bfCtt  from  Lady  Diana  Beauclcrk,  by  alking 
him  as  to  one  of  his  particxJarities,  which  her  Ladyfhip  laid  I  durft  not  do* 
It  feems  he  had  been  frequendy  obferved  at  the  club  to  put  into*  his  pocket 
the  Seville  oranges,  after  he  had  fi][ueezed  the  juice  of  them  into  the  drink 
which  he  made  for  himfelf  BeauclerL  and  Garrick  talked  of  it  to  me,  and 
feemed.  to  think  that  he  had  a  ftrange  unwillingnefs  to  be  difcovered.  We 
could  not  divine  what  he  did  with  them ;  and  this  was  the  bold  queilion  to 
be  put.  I  faw  on  his  table  the  Ipoils  of  the  preceding  night,,  fome  frefti  peels 
nicely  fcraped  and  cut  into  pieces.  "  O,  Sir,  (faid  I,)  I  now  partly  fee  what 
you  do  with  the  Iqueezed  oranges  which  you  put  into  your  pocket  at  the.  club." 
Johnson.  "  I  have  a  great  love  for  them/*  Boswell.  "  And  pray.  Sir,  what 
do  you  do  with  them  ?  You  Icrape  them,  it  feems,  very  neady,  and  what 
next  ?"  Johnson.  "  I  let  them  dry.  Sir*"  Boswell.  "  And  what  next  ?" 
«  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  you  fliall  know  their  fate  no  further."  Boswelu 
**  Then  the  world  muft  be  left  in  the  dark^  It  mufl:  be  laid,  (afluming  a 
mock  folemnity,)  he  fcraped  them,  and  let  them  dry,  but  what  he  did  with 
them  next,  he  never  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  teU."  Johnson.  "  Nzy, 
Sir,  you  fhould  fay  it  more  emphatically :— he  could  not  be  prevailed  upon» 
even  by  his  deareft  friends,,  to  tell." 

He  had  this  morning,  received  his  Diplomat  as  Dofbor  of  Laws  from  the 
Univerfity  of  Oxford.  He  did  not  vaunt  of  his  new  dignity,  but  I  underftood 
he  was  highly  pleafed  with  it..  I  fhall  here  infert  the  progrefs  and  completion 
of  that  high  academical  honour,  in  the  fame  manner  as  I  have  traced  his 
obtaining  that  of  Mafter  of  Arts^ 

To  the  Reverend  Br.  Fothergill,  Vtce-Cbanceltor  of  the  IJyiiverfity  of  Oxford^ 
to  be  communicated  to  the  Heads  of  HoufeSj  and  p^ojed  in  Convocation. 

^^  Mr.  Vice-Chancellor  and  Gendemenj 

"THE  honour  of  the  degree  of  M.  A.  by  diploma,  formerly  con^ 
ferred  upon  Mr.  Samuel  Jo»nson,  in  confequence  of  his  having  eminendy 
diftinguiihed  Himfelf  by  the  publication  of  a  feries  of  eflays,  excellently  calcu- 
lated to  form  the  manners  of  the  people,  and  in.  which  the  caufe  of  religion 
and  morality  has  been  maintained  and  recommended  by  the  ftrongeft.  powers 
of  argument  and  elegance  of  language,  reflefted  an  equal  degree  of  luftre 
upon- the  Univerfity  itfrlf- 

«  The 
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'^  The  many  learned  labours  which  have  fince  that  time  employed  the  1775. 
attention  and  difplayed  the  abilities  of  that  great  man,  fo  much  to  the  advance-  ^^^^ 
ment  of  literature  and  the  benefit  of  the  community,  render  him  worthy  of 
more  diftinguifhed  honours  in  the  republick  of  letters :  and  I  perfuade  myfelf, 
that  I  (hall  a6t  agreeably  to  the  fentiments  of  the  whole  Univerfity,  in  defiring 
that  it  may  be  propofed  in  Convocation  to  confer  on  him  the  degree  of  Do£tor 
in  Civil  Law  by  diploma,  to  which  I  readily  give  my  conient  s  and  am, 

*'  Mr.  Vice-Chancellor  and  Gentlemen, 

"  Your  affeftionatc  friend  and  fervant, 

*'  Downing-ftrcct,  «^  N  O  R  T  B  */* 

March  2j»  177;/' 

Dl  PLOM  Ai 

*^^  CAN  CELL  ARIUSy  Magiflriy  et  Scholar es  UhrverfiiatU  Oxcmienjisy  omiibus 
ad  quos  frajentes  liter  a  pervenerinty .  Salutem  in  Domino  Sen^itemam. . 

"  Sciatic,  virum  illuftremy  Samuelem  Johnson,   in  omni  bumani-*- 

crum  Uterarum  genert  eruditumy  omniumque  fcientiarum  comprebenjione  feltciffimum, 

Jtriptis  Juisy  ad  popularium  mores  formandos  Jummd  verborum  elegantid  ac  Jenten^ 

tiarum  gravitate  compofitis^  it  a  olim  inclaruijfey  ut  dignus  videretur  cut  ab  Academid 

Jud  eximia  qu^edam  laudis  pr^fmia  defer entUTy   quique  venerabilem  Magiftrorum 

Ordinemfummd  cum  dignitate  cooptaretur: 

**  Ciim  verb  eundem  clariffimum  virum  tot  pofteh  tantique  labores^  in  patrid 
prajertim  lingud  omandd  et  Jiabiliendd  f elicit er  impenfiy  it  a  injigniverinty  ut  in 
Later  arum  Republic  a  Princeps^'^ot  etPKiMAKivsjure  babeatur;  Nos  Cancel- 
larius,  Magijlri  et  Scbolares  Univerfitatis  Oxonienjisy  quo  talis  viri  merita  pari 
honoris  remuneratione  ex^equentur,  et  perpetuum  Ju^e  fimul  laudisy  noftraque  erga 
lit  eras  propenfijftma  voluntatis  extet  monumentum,  in  Jolenni  Cofruocatione  DoSlorum 
et  Magiftrorum  regentium  et  non  regentium,  pradi£lum  Samuelem  Johnson 
Dogforem  in  Jure  Civili  renunciavimus  er  conftituimus^  eumque  viftute  prafentis 
Dipkmatis  ftngulis  juribusy  privilegiis  et  bonoribusy  ad  iftum  gradum  qu^ui 
pertinentibus y  frui  et  gaudere  juffimus.  In  cujus  rei  teftimonium  commune  Univerfi^ 
tatis  Oxonienjis  Jigillum  prajentibus  appcnifecimus. 

"  Datum  in  Domo  noftra  Convocationis  die  tricefimo  menjis  Martiiy  Anno 
Domini  Milkfimoy  feptingentejimoy  Jeptuagejimo  quinto  ^." 

•  Extraflcd  from  the  Convocation  Rcgiftcr,  Oxford* 
^  The  original  is  in  my  poflelCoQ, 

"  Ftr$ 


/ 

I 


I 
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■  1775- 

^^J^J^  '^  Viro  reverendo  Thom^  Fothercill,  S.  ST.  P.  Univerfitatis  Oxomnifis 

Vice-Cancellario^ 


''  S.  P.  D. 
*  *'  Sam.  Johnson, 


*'  MULT  IS  fwn  eft  opusy  ut  teftimonium  quoj  teprafide^  0)wnenfes  mmm 
metm  pofteris  commenddnM^  quali  animo  acceperim  ampertum  faciam.  Nemo  fiH 
placens  non  Utatur  5  nemo  Jibi  non  placet ^  qui  vobis^  liter  arum  arhitris^  placer e 
potuit.  Hoc  tamen  habet  incommodi  tantum  beneficiumy  quod  mibi  nunquam  pofthic 
fine  veftra  fama  detriment 0  vel  labi  ficeat  vel  cejfare  5  Jemperque  fit  timendumy  nc 
quod  mibi  tarn  eximia  laudi  efty  vobis  aliquandofiat  opprobrio.    Vak  *.' 


8  » 


"  7.  Id.  Apr.  1775 


it 


He  revifed  feme  flieets  of  Lord  HaUes^s  "  Annals  of  Scotland/*  and  wrote 
a  few  notes  on  the  mai^  with  red  ink,  which  he  bade  me  tell  his  Lordfhip 
did  not  fink  into  the  paper,  and  might  be  wiped  off  with  a  wet  Iponge,  fo 
that  he  did  not  ipoil  his  nianufcript.  I  told  him  there  were  very  few  of  his 
friends  fo  accurate  as  that  I  could  venture  to  put  down  in  writing  what  they 
told  me  as  his  fayings.  Johnson.  "  Why  fhould  you  write  down  my  lay- 
ings ?"  BoswELL.  "  I  write  them  when  they  are  good."  Johnson.  *^  Nay, 
you  may  as  well  write  down  the  fayings  of  any  one  elfe  that  are  good." 
But  wbercy  I  might  with  great  propriety  have  added,  can  I  find  fuch  ? 

I  vificed  him  by  appointment  in  the  evening,  and  we  drank  tea  with  Mrs« 
Williams.  /  He  told  me  that  he  had  been  in  the  company  of  a  gendeman 
whofe  extraordinary  travels  had  been  much  the  fubjeft  of  converfation.  But 
I/ound  that  he  had  not  liftened  to  him  with  that  full  confidence,  without  which 
there  is  litde  fatisfaftion  in  the  fociety  of  travellers.  I  was  curious  to  hear 
what  opinion  fo  able  a  judge  as  Johnfon  had  formed  of  his  abilities,  and  I 
alked  if  he  was  not  a  manof  fenfe.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  he  is  not  a  dif- 
tinft  relater  j  and  I  fhould  fay,  he  is  neither  abounding  nor  deficient  in  fenfe. 
I  did  not  perceive  any  fuperiority  of  underflanding."  Boswell.  *^  But  will 
you  not  allow  him  a  noblenefs  of  refolution,  in  penetrating  into  diftant  regions  ?" 

'  ''  The  original  is  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  FotbergiUj  then  Vice-.ChanceIlor«  who  made  this 
tranfcript. 

«  'r.  Warton." 

Johnson. 


^ 
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Johnson.  "  That,  Sir,  is  not  to  the  prefent  purpofe :  wc  are  talking  of  his 
ienfe.     A  fighting  cock  has  a  noblenefs  of  refolution.'* 

Next  day,  Sunday,  April  2,  1  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Hoole's.  We  talked 
of  Pope.  Johnson.  "  He  wrote  his  *  Dunciad '  for  feme.  That  was  his  primary 
motive.  Had  it  not  been  for  that,  the  dunces  might  have  railed  againft  him 
till  they  were  weary,  without  his  troubling  himfclf  about  them*  He  delighted 
to  vex  them,  no  doubt ;  but  he  had  more  delight  in  feeing  how  well  he  could 
vex  them." 

The  "  Odes  to  Obfcurity  and  Oblivion,"  in  ridicule  of  **  cool  Mafon  and 
warm  Gray,"  being  mentioned,  Johnfon  faid,  "  They  are  Colman's  bcft 
.things."  Upon  its  being  obferved  that  it  was  believed  thefe  Odes  were  made 
by  Colman  and  Lloyd  joindy  -, — ^Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  how  can  two  people 
make  an  Ode  ?  Perhaps  one  made  one  of  them,  and  one  the  other."  I 
obferved  that  two  people  had  made  a  play,  and  quoted  the  anecdote  of  Beau- 
mont and  Fletcher,  who  were  brought  under  fulpicion  of  treafon,  becaufe 
while  concerting  the  plan  of  a  tragedy  when  fitting  together  at  a  tavern,  one 
ef  them  was  overheard  faying  td  the  other,  *  I'll  kill  the  King.*  Johnson.. 
^  The  firft  of  thefe  Odes  is  the  beft :  but  they  are  both  good.  They  expoftd 
a  very  bad  kind  of  writing."  Boswell.  "  Surdy,  Sir,  Mr.  Mafon's  "  Elfrida" 
18  a  fine  poem  :  at  IcsA  you  will  allow  there  are  fome  good  parages  in  it." 
Johnson.  "  There  are  now  and  then  ilbme  good  imitations  of  Milton  s  bad 
manner." 

I  often  wondered  at  his  low  cftimation  of  the  writings  of  Gray  and  Mafon. 
Of  Gray's  poetry  T  have>  in  a  former  part  of  this  work,  expreflcd  my  high 
opinion ;  and  for  that  of  Mr.  Mrfon  I  have  ever  entertained  a  warm  admi- 
ration. His  "  Elfrida"  is  exquifite,  both  in  poetical  defcription  and  moral 
fcntiment ;  and  his  "  Caradacus  "  is  a  noble  drama.  Nor  can  I  omit  paying  ^ 
my  tribute  of  praife  to  fome  of  his  fmaller  poems  which  I  have  read  with 
pleafure,.  and  which  no  ciiticifm  fhali  perfuade  me  not  to  like.  If  I  won-, 
dered  at  Johnfon's  not  tafting  the  works  of  Mafon  and  Gray,  ftill  more  have 
I  wondered  at  their  not  tafting  his  works ;  that  they  fhould  be  infenlible  to  his 
energy  of  didjon,  to  his  j^kndour  of  images,  and  comprehenfion  of  thought* 
Taftes  may  differ  as  to  the  violin,  the  flute,  the  hautboy,  in  fliort,  all  the 
kfitr  iaiitru  meats :  but  who  can  be  infenfible  to  the  powerful  iflipreiTions  of 
the  majeftick  organ  ? 

His  ^  Taxation  no  TyrMny"  being  mentioned,  he  faid,  ^  I  thinfk  I  have 
not  been  atucked  enough  for  it.    Attack  is  the  rt-a£tion.    I  never  diink  I 

hare 
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'775-  have  hit  hard,  unlefs  it  rebounds."  Boswell.  "  I  don*t  know.  Sir,  what  yoti 
!i£tatV66.  would  be  at.  Five  or  fix  fhots  of  fmall  arms  in  every  ncwfpaper,  and  repeated 
cannonading  in  pamphlets,  might,  I  think  fatisfy  you.  But,  Sir,  you'll  never 
make  out  this  match,  of  which  we  have  talked,  with  a  certain  political  lady, 
fince  you  are  fo  fevere  againft  her  principles.'*  Johnson.  *^  Nay,  Sir,  I  have 
the  better  chance  for  that.  She  is  like  the  Amazons  of  old ;  fhe  muft  be 
courted  by  the  fword.  But  I  have  not  been  fevere  upon  her."  Boswell. 
"  Yes,  Sir,  you  have  made  her  ridiculous."  Johnson.  "  That  was  already 
ddne.  Sir.  To  endeavour  to  make  her  ridiculous,  is  like  blacking  the 
chimney." 

I  put  him  in  mind  that  the  landlord  at  Ellon  in  Scotland  faid,  that  he 
heard  he  was  the  greateft  man  in  England, — next  to  Lord  Mansfield.  *^  Aye, 
Sir,  (faid  he,)  the  exception  defined  the  idea.  A  Scotchman  could  go  no 
farther  : 

**'  The  force  of  Nature  could  no  fartlier  go." 

Lady  Miller's  coUedtion  of  verfes  by  fafliionable  people,  which  were  put 
into  her  Vafe  at  Batheafton  villa,  near  Bath,  in  competition  for  honorary 
prizes,  being  mentioned,  he  held  them  very  cheap :  "  Botas  rimes  (faid  he,) 
is  a  mere  conceit,  and  an  old  conceit  now  -,  I  wonder  how  people  were  per- 
fiiadcd  to  write  in  that  manner  for  this  lady,"  I  named  a  gentleman  of  his 
acquaintance,  who  wrote  for  the  Vafe.  Johnson.  "  He  was  a  blockhead  for 
his  pains."  Boswell.  ^«  The  Duchefs  of  Northumberland  wrote."  Johnson. 
*^  Sir,  the  Duchels  of  Northumberland  may  do  what  (he  pleafes :  nobody 
will  fay  any  thing  to  a  lady  of  her  high  rank.  But  I  fhould  be  apt  to  throw 
♦♦*♦** 's  verfes  in  his  face." 

I  talked  of  the  cheerfiilnefs  of  Fleet-ftreet,  owing  to  the  conftant  quick 
fucceffion  of  people  which  we  perceive  pafling  through  it.  Johnson.  *^  Why, 
Sir,  Fleet-ftreet  has  a  very  animated  appearance ;  but  I  think  the  full  tide  of 
human  exiftence  is  at  Charing-crols." 

He  made  the  common  remark  on  the  unhappinefs  which  men  who  have 
led  a  bufy  life  experience,  when  they  retire  in  cxpeftation  of  enjoying  them- 
felves  at  eafe,  and  that  they  generally  languifh  for  want  of  their  habitual 
occupation,  and  wiih  to  return  to  it.  He  mentioned  as  ftrong  an  inftance  of 
this  as  can  well  be  imagined.  "  An  eminent  tallow-chandler  in  London,  who 
had  acquired  a  confiderable  fortune,  gave  up  the  trade  in  fevour  of  his  foreman, 
and  went  to  live  at  a  country-houfc  near  town*  He  loon  grew  weary,  and 
paid  frequent  vifits  to  his  old  fliop,  where  he  dcfircd  they  might  let  him  know 
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their  melting-days^  and  he  would  come  and  afllft  them ;  which  he  accordingly 
•did.     Here,  Sir,  was  a  man,  to  whom  the  moft  diigufting  circumftance  in  ^J2f^ 
the  bufinefs  to  which  he  had  been  uied,  was  a  relief  from  idlenefs/' 

On  Wcdnelday,  April  5,  I  dined  with  him  at  Meflieurs  Dillys,  with  Mr. 
John  Scott  of  Amwell,  the  Quaker,  Mr.  Langton,  Mr.  Miller,  (now  Sir  John,) 
and  Dr.  Thomas  Campbell,  an  Irilh  clergyman,  whom  I  took  the  liberty  of 
inviting  to  Rleflieurs  Dillys'  table,  having  feen  him  at  Mr.  Thrale's,  and  been 
told  that  he  had  come  to  England  chiefly  with  a  view  to  fee  Dn  Johnfon,  for 
whom  he  entertained  th^  higheft  veneration.  He  has  fince  publifhed  "  A 
philofophical  Survey  of  the  South  of  Ireland,"  a  very  entertaining  book, 
which  has,  however,  one  fault  ;*— that  it  alTumes  the  fiftitious  charader  of  an 
£ngliihman» 

We  talked  of  publiek  Ipeaking.— Johnson.  **  We  mufl:  not  eftimate  a 
man's  powers  by  his  being  able  or  not  able  to  deliver  his  fentiments  in  publiek. 
Ifaac  Hawkins  Browne,  one  of  the  firfl:  wits  of  this  country,  got  into  parliament, 
and  never  opened  his  mouth.  For  my  own  part,  I  think  it  is  more  difgraceful 
never  to  try  to  (peak,  ^  than  to  try  it  and  fail  ^  as  it  is  more  difgraceful  not  to 
fight,  than  to  fight  and  be  beaten.'^  This  argument  appeared  to  me  fallacious ; 
for  if  a  man  has  not  fpoken,  it  may  be  faid  that  he  would  have  done  very 
well  if  he  had  tried ;  whereas,  if  he  has  tried  and  failed,  there  is  nothing  to 
be  faid  for  him.  "  Why  then,  (I  afked,)  is  it  thought  difgraceful  for  a  man 
not  to  fight,  and  not  difgraceful  not  to  fpeak  in  publiek  ?"  Johnson.  "  Becaufe 
there  may  be  other  Heafbns  for  a  man's  not  fpeaking  in  publiek  than  want  of 
refolution:  he  nqay  have  nothing  to  fay,  (laughing).  Whereas,  Sir,  you 
know  courage  is  reckoned  the  greateft  of  all  virtues ;  becaufe,  unlefs  a  man 
has  that  virtue,  he  has  no  fecurity  for  preferving  any  other." 

He.  obferved,  that  ^'  the  flatutes  againfl  bribery  were  intended  to  prevent 
upflarts  with  money  from  getting  into  parliament ;"  adding,  that  "  if  he  were  a 
gentleman  of  landed  property,  he  would  turn  out  all  his  tenants  who  did  not 
vote  for  the  candidate  whom  he  fupported."  Langton.  «  Would  not  that, 
Sir,  be  checking  the  freedom  of  eleftion  ?"  Johnson.  "  Sir,  the  law  does  not 
mean  that  the  privilege  of  voting  fhould  be  independent  of  old  family  intereil ; 
of  the  permanent  property  of  the  country.  ** 

On  Thurfday,  A|)ril  6,  I  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Thomas  Davies's,  with 
■  Mr.  Hicky  the  painter,  and  my  old  acquaintance  Mr.  Moody  the  player. 

Dr.  Johnfon,  as  ullial,  fpoke  contemptuoufly  of  CoUey  Cibber.  "  It  is  won- 
derful that  a  man,  who  for  forty  years  had  lived  with  the  great  and  the  witty, 
ihould  have  acquired  fo  ill  the  talents  of  converlation :  and  he  had  but  half  to 
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fumifh ;  for  one  half  of  what  he  faid  was  oaths/'  He,  liowever,  allowed 
confiderable  merit  to  fome  of  his  comedies,  and  laid  there  was  no  reafon  to 
believe  that  "  The  Carelefs  Hu/band "  was  not  written  by  himfelf,  Davics 
iaid,  he  was  the  firft  dramatick  writer  who  introduced  genteel  ladies  upon-  the 
ftagc.  Johnfon  refuted  this  obfervation  by  inftancing  feveral  fuch  charafters 
in  comedies  before  his  time.  D avies.  (trying  to  defend  himfelf  from  a  charge 
of  ignorance,)  *'  I  mean  genteel  moral  charafters."  '*  I  think  (faid  Hicky,) 
gentility  and  morality  are  infeparable."  Boswell.  "  By  no  means.  Sir.  The 
genteelefl:  characters  are  often  the  moft  immoral.  Does  not  Lord  Chefterfield 
give  precepts  for  uniting  wickednefs  and  the  graces  ?  A  man,  indeed,  is  not 
genteel  when  he  gets  drunk ;  but  moft  vices  may  be  committed  very  genteely ; 
a  man  may  debauch  his  friend's  wife  genteely :  he  may  cheat  at  cards  genteely.'*^ 
HicKY.  "  I  do  not  think  that  is  genteel."  Boswell.  «^  Sir,  it  may  not  be  like  a 
gentleman,  but  it  may  be  genteel.*'  Johnson.  **  You  are  meaning  two  different 
things.  One  means  exteriour  grace  j  the  other  honour.  It  is  certain,  that  a 
man  may  be  very  immoral  with  exteriour  grace.  Lovelace,  in  *  Clariffa,'  is  a 
very  genteel  and  a  very  wicked  charafter.  Tom  Hervey,  who  died  t'other  day>. 
though  a  vicious  man,  was  one  of  the  genteeleft  men  that  ever  lived.'*  Tom 
Davies  inftanced  Charles  the  Second,  Johnson,  (taking  fire  at  any  attack  upon, 
this  Prince,  for  whom  he  had  an  extraordinary  partiality,)  "  Charles  the  Second 
was  licentious  in  his  practice ;  but  he  always  had  a  reverence  for  what  was  good.. 
Charles  the  Second  knew  his  people,  and  rewarded  merit.  The  Church'was 
at  no  time  better  filled  than  in  his  reign.  He  was  the  beft  King  we  have  had 
from  his  time  till  the  reign  of  his  prcfent  Majefly,  except  James  the  Second,, 
who  was  a  very  good  King,  but  unhappily  believed  that  it  was  neceflary  for 
the  falvation  of  his  fubjcfts  that  they  fhould  be  Roman  Catholicks.  He  had  the 
merit  of  endeavouring  to  do  what  he  thought  was  for  the  falvation  of  the  fouls 
of  his  fubjefts,  till  he  loft  a  great  enjpire.  JVe^  who  thought  that  we  fhould 
not  be  faved  if  we  were  Roman  Catholicks,  had  the  merit  of  maintaining  our 
religion,  at  the  expence  of  fubmitting  ourfelves  to  the  government  of  King 
William,  (for  it  could  not  be  done  otherwife,)— -to  the  government  of  one  of 
the  moft  worthlefs  fcoundrels  that  ever  exifted.  No  y  Charles  the  Second  was 
not  fuch  a  man  as  ,  (naming  another  King).    He  did  not  deftroy  his 

fether's  will.  He  took  money,  indeed,  from  France :  but  he  did  not  betray  thofe 
over  whom  he  ruled :  he  did  not  let  the  French  fleet  pafs  ours.  George  the 
Firft  knew  nothing,  and  defired  to  know  nothing  5  did  nothing,  and  dclired  to 
do  nothing :  and  the  only  good  thing  that  is  told  of  him  is,  that  he  wifhed  to 
reftorc  the  crown  to  its  hereditary  fucccITor."    He  roared  with  prodigious, 
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violence  againft  George  the  Second.    When  he  ceafed.  Moody  interjeded,  in 
an  Irifh  tone,  and  with  a  comick  look,  "  Ah !  poor  George  the  Second." 

I  mentioned  that  Dr.  Thomas  Campbell  had  come  from  Ireland  to  London, 
principally  to  fee  Dr.  Johnfon.  He  feemed  angry  at  this  obfervation.  Davies* 
**  Why,  you  know,  Sir,  there  came  a  man  from  Spain  to  fee  livy^;  and 
Corelli  came  to  England  to  fee  Purcell,  and,  when  he  heard  he  was  dead, 
went  direftly  back  again  to  Italy."  Johnson,  "  I  ftiould  not  have  wiftied  to 
be  dead  to  difappoint  Campbell,  had  he  been  fb  fooliih  as  you  reprefcnt  him ; 
but  I  Ihould  have  wiflied  to  have  been  a  hundred  miles  off."  This  was 
apparently  peryerfe ;  and  I  do  believe  it  was  not  his  real  way  of  thinking :  he 
could  not  but  like  a  man  who  came  fo  far  to  fee  him.  He  laughed  with 
fome  complacency,  wl^en  I  told  him  Campbell's  odd  exprcflion  to  me  con- 
cerning him  :  '^  That  having  feenfuch  a  man,  was  a  thing  to  talk  of  a  century 
hence ;" — as  if  he  could  live  fo  long. 

We  got  into  an  argument  whether  the  Judges  who  went  to  India  might 
with  propriety  engage  in  trade.  Johnfon  warmly  maintained  that  they  might. 
**  For  why  (he  urged)  fhould  not  Judges  get  riches,  as  well  as  thofe  who 
deferve  them  lefs.''  I  faid,  they  ihould  have  fufficient  falaries,  and  have  nothing 
to  take  off  their  attention  from  the  affairs  of  the  publick.  Johnson.  **  No 
Judge,  Sir,  ran  give  hi^  whole  attention  to  his  ofEce  j  and  it  is  very  proper  that 
he  fhould  employ  what  time  he  has  to  himfelf,  for  his  own  advantage,  in  the 
moft  profitable  manner."  "  Then,  Sir,  (faid  Davies,  who  enlivened  the  dilputc 
by  making  it  fomewhat  dramatick,)  he  may  become  an  infurer ;  and  when  he 
is  going  to  the  bench,  he  may  be  fto|^d,— *  Your  Lordfhip  cannot  go  yet : 
here  is  a  bunch  of  invoices:  feveral  fhips  are  about  to  fail."  Johnson. 
"  Sir,  you  may  as  well  fay  a  judge  ihould  not  have  a  houfe ;  for  they  may 
come  and  tell  him,  *  Your  Lordihip's  houfe  is  on  fire ;'  and  fo,  inftead  of 
minding  the  bufinefs  of  his  Court,  he  is  to  be  occupied  in  getting  the  engine 
with  the  greateft  Ipeed.  There  is  no  end  of  this.  Every  Judge  who  has  land;^ 
trades  to  a  certain  extent  in  corn  or  in  cattle  i  and  in  the  land  itfelf,  undoubtedly. 
His  fteward  ads  for  him,  and  fo  do  clerks  for  a  great  merchant.  A  Judge 
may  be  a  farmer ;  but  he  is  not  to  geld  his  own  pigs,  A  Judge  may  play  a 
little  at  cards  for  his  amufement  j  but  he  is  not  to  play  at  marbles,  or  at 
chuck-farthing  in  the  Piazza. .  No,  Sir  j  there  is  no  profeflion  to  which  a 
man  gives  a  very  great  proportion  of  his  time.  It  is  wonderful  when  a  calcu- 
lation is  made,  how  litde  the  mind  is  afhially  employed  in  the  difcharge  of 

'  Flin.  Epift.  Lib.  ii.  Fp.  j. 
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any  profeflion.    Ko  man  would  be  a  Judge,  upon  die  eondidon  of  being- 
obliged  to  be  totally  a  Judge.     The  belt  employed  lawyer  has  his  mind  at- 
work  but  for  a  fmall  propordoa  of  his  time :  a  great  deal  of  his  occupation  is 
merely  mechanical.— -I  once  wrote  for  a  magazine :  I  made  a  calculation,  that: 
if  I  Ihould  write  but  a  page  a  day,  at  the  fame  rate,  I  fhould,  in  ten  years, 
write  ninft  volumes  in  folio,  of  an  ordinary  fize  and  print."   Bosweli*.  "  Such- 
as  Carte's  Hiftory  ?"  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir.   When  a  nun  writes  fronri  his  own 
mindj  he  writes  very  rapidly '.     The  grcateft  part  of  a  writer's  time  is  Ipent  in 
reading,  in  order  to  write :  a  man  will  turn  over  half  a  library  to  make  one  book." 

I  argued  warmly  againft  the  Judges  trading,  and  mentioned  Hale  as  an- 
inftance  of  a  perfcft  Judge,    who  devoted  himfelf  entirely  to  his  office.. 
Johnson.  "  Hale,  Sir,  attended  to.  other  things  befide  law :  he  left  a  great 
flftateJ'     Bosw£i.l.  "  That  was,  becaufe  what  he  got,  accumulated  without- 
any  exertion  and  anxiety  on  his  part." 

While  the  difputfr  went  on,.  Moody  once  tried  to  (ay  fomethingupon  our  fide., 
Tom  Davies  clapped  him .  on  die  back,  to  encourage  him.     Beauclerk,  to 
whom  I  mentioned  this  circumftancc,.  laid,  that  "  he  could  not  conceive  a  more 
humiliating  fituation  than  to  be  clapped  on  the  back  by  Tom  Davies/' 

We  fpoke  of  Rolt,  to  whofe  Di&ionary  of  Comnoerce,.  Dr..  Johnfoa  wrote- 
die  Preface..  Johnson.  «  Old  Gardner  the  bookfeller  employed  Rolt  and 
Smart  to  write  a  monthly  mifcellany,  called  ^  The  Vifitor.'  There  was  a&rmaL 
written  contraft,  which  Allen  the  printer  faw.  Gardner  thought  as  you  da- 
of  the  Judge.  They  were  bound  to  write  nothing  elfe.  They  were  to  have,  I 
think,  a  third  of  the  profits  of  this  fixpenny  pamphlet;,  and  the  contra  A  was 
for  ninety-nine  years*  I  wifti  I.  had  thought  of  giving  this  to  Thurbw,  in  .the. 
caufe  about  Literary  Property.  What  an  excellent  inftance  would  it  have  been 
of  the  oppreffion  of  bookfellers  towards  poor  authours !"  (fmiling).  Davies,^ 
zealous  for  the  honour  of  the.  Trade,  faid,  Gardner  was  not  properly  a  book- 
feller. Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir;  he  certainly  was  a  bookfeller.  He  had  ferved 
his  time  regularly,  was  a  member  of  the  Stationers*  company,  kept  a.jQiop  in, 
the  face  of  mankind,  purchafed  copy-right,  and  was  a  bibliopoky  Sir,  in  every, 
fcnfe.  I  wrote,  for  Ibme  months  in  *  The  Vifitor,'  for  poor  Smart,  while  he. 
was  mad,  not  then  knowing  the  terms  on  which  he  was  engaged  to  write,  and. 
thinking  (  was  doing  him  good.  I  hoped  his  wits  would  foon  return  to  him.. 
Mine  returned  to  me,  and  I  wrote  in  ^  The  Vifitox*  no  longen 

'  Johnfbn  certainly  did,  who  had  a  mind  ftored  with  knowledge,  and  teeming  with  imagery  :. 
bat  the  obfervation.is  not  applicable  to  writers  in  gtneral* . 
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-Friday,  April  7,  I  dined  with  him  at  a  tavern,  with  a  numerous  company.  '775» 
Johnson.  "  I  have  been  reading  *  Twi£s*s  Travels  in  Spain,'  which  are  juft  ^i^ 
come  out.  They  are  as  good  as  the  firft  book  of  travels  that  you  will  take  up. 
They  are  as  good  as  thofe  of  Keyfler  or  Blainvillc  j  nay,  as  Addifon's,  if  you 
except  the  learning.  They  are  not  fo  good  as  Brydone's,  but  they  are  better 
than  Pococke's.  I  have  not,  indeed,  cut  the  leaves  yet ;  but  I  have  read  in 
them  where  the  pages  are  open,,  and  I  do  not  fuppofe  that  what  is  in  the  pages 
which  are  clofed  is  worfe  than  what  is  in  the  open  pages. — It  would  feem  (he 
added,)  that  Addifon  had  not  acquired  much  Italian  learning,  for  we  do  not 
find  it  introduced  into  his  writings.  The  only  inftance  that  I  recoiled,  is  his. 
quoting  *  Stavo  bene.     Perftar  meglioy  fto  qui'* 

I  mentioned  Addifon's  having  borrowed  many  of  his  claflical  remarks  from* 
Leandro.  Alberti.  Mr.  Beauclcrk  faid,  "It  was  alledged  that  he  had  borrowed 
alfo  from  another  Italian  authour."  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  all  who  go  to- 
look  for  what  the  Clafficks  have  faid  of  Italy  muft  find  the  fame  pai&ges  i. 
and  I  ihould  think  it  would  be  one  of  the  firft  things  the  Italians  would  do  on^ 
the  revival  of  learning,  to  collcft  all  that  the  Roman  authours  had  faid  of  their 
country.'*^ 

Offian  being  mentioned  j— Johnson..  *^  Suppofing  the  IrifR  and  Erie  lan- 
guages to  be  the  fame,  which  I  do  not  believe,  yet  as  there  is  no  reafon  to- 
fuppofe  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Highlands  and  Hebrides  ever  wrote  their 
native  language,  it  is  not  to  be  credited  that  a  long  poem  was  preferved  among 
them.  If  we  had  no  evidence  of  the  art  of  writing  being  pradbifed  in  one  of 
the  counties  of  England,  we  fhould  not  believe  that  a  long  poem  was  preferved 
tbere^  though  in  the-  neighbouring  counties,  where  the  lame  language  was 
^ken,  the  inhabitants  could  write.'*  Beauclerk.  ^'  The  ballad  of  Lulla- 
balero  was  once  in  the  mouths  of  all  the  people  of  this  country,  and  is  faid  to 
have  had  a  great  efFedt  in  bringing  about  the  Revolution.  Yet  I  queftion 
whether  any  body  can  repeat  it  now  s  which  fliews  how  improbable  it  is  that 
much  poetry  Ihould  be  preferved  by  tradition." 

One  of  the  company  fuggefted  an  internal  objedion  to  the  antiquity  of  the 
poetry  faid  to  be  Ollian's,  that  we  do  not  find  the  wolf  in  it,  which  muft  have 
been  the  cafe  had  it  been  of  that  age. 

The  mention  of  the  wolf  had  led  Johnfon  to  think  of  other  wild  beafts ; 
and  while  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds  and  Mr.  Langton  were  carrying  on  a  dialogue 
abput  fomething  which  engaged  them  eameftly,  he,  in  the  midft  of  it,  broke 
out,  «  Pennant  tells  of  Bears—"  [what  he  added^  I  have  forgotten.]     They   . 
went  oHj  which  he  being  dull  of  hearing,  did  not  perceive,  or,  if  he  did^  waa 
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not  willing  to  break  -off  his  talk ;  fo  he  continued  to  vociferate  his  remarks, 
and  Bear  ("  like  a  word  in  a  catch,"  as  Beauclerk  faid,)  was  repeatedly  heaid 
at  intervals,  which  coming  from  him  who,  by  thofe  who  did  not  know  him, 
had  been  fo  often  afTimilated  to  that  ferocious  animal,  while  we  who  were 
fitting  around  could  hardly  ftiflc  laughter,  produced  a  very  ludicrous  efFeft- 
Silence  having  enfued,  he  proceeded :  '*  We  are  told,  that  the  black  bear  is 
innocent  J  but  I  fhould  not  like  to  truft  myfelf  with  him/*  Mr.  Gibbon  mut- 
tered, in  a  low  tone  of  voice,  "  I  Ihould  not  like  to  truft  myfelf  with  j^i«." 
This  piece  of  farcaftick  pleafantry  was  a  prudent  refolution,  if  applied  to  a 
competition  of  abilities. 

Patriotifm  having  become  one  of  our  topicks,  Johnfon  fuddenly  uttered,  in 
a  ftrong  determined  tone,  an  apothegm,  at  which  many  will  ftart :  ^*  Patriotifm 
is  the  laft  reflige  of  a  fcoundrel."  But  let  it  be  confidered,  that  he  did  not 
mean  a  real  and  generous  love  of  our  country,  but  that  pretended  patriotifm 
which  fo  many,  in  all  ages  and  countries,  have  made  a  cloak  for  felf-intereft. 
I  maintained,  that  certainly  all  patriots  were  not  fcoundrels.  Being  urged  (not 
by  Johnfon,)  to  name  one  exception,  I  mentioned  an  cniinent  perfon,  whom 
we  aU  greatly  admired.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  I  do  not  lay  that  he  is  not  honeftj 
but  we  have  no  reafon  to  conclude  from  his  political  conduft  that  he  is  honeft. 
Were  he  to  accept  of  a  place  from  this  miniftry,  he  would  lofe  that  character 
of  firmncfs  which  he  has,  and  might  be  turned  out  of  his  place  in  a  year. 
This  miniftry  is  neither  ftable,  nor  grateful  to  their  friends,  as  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  Mras :  fo  that  he  may  think  it  more  for  his  intereft  to  take  his  chance 
of  his  party  coming  in.'* 

Mrs.  Pritchard  being  mentioned,  he  faid,  "  Her  playing  was  quite  mecha- 
nical. It  is  wonderful  how  little  mind  flie  had.  Sir,  Ihe  had  never  read  the 
tragedy  of  Macbeth  all  through.  She  no  more  thought  of  the  play  out  of 
which  her  part  was  taken,  than  a  fhoemaker  thinks  of  the  (kin,  out  of  which 
the  piece  of  leather,  of  which  he  is  making  a  pair  of  fhoes,  is  cut. 

On  Saturday,  May  8,  I  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Thrale's,  where  we  met  the 
Irifti  Dr.  Campbell.  Johnfon  had  fupped  the  night  before  at  Mrs.  Abington's, 
with  fome  fafliionablc  people  whom  he  named  i  and  he  feemed  much  pleafed 
with  having  made  one  in  fo  elegant  a  circle. 

Mrs.  Thrale,  who  frequently  pradtifcd  a  coarfe  mode  of  flattery,  by  repeating 
his  bm  mots  in  his  hearing,  told  us  that  he  had  faid,  a  certain  celebrated  adtor 
was  juft  fit  to  ftand  at  the  door  of  an  auftion-room,  with  a  long  pole,  and  cry, 
^  Pray,  gentlemen,  walk  in ;"  and  that  a  certain  authour,  upon  hearing  this, 
had  faid,  that  another  ftill  more  celebrated  aftor  was  fit  for  nothing  better  than 

that» 


^ 
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that,  and  would  pick  your  pocket  after  you  came  out.  Johnson.  **  Nay,  my 
dear  lady,  there  is  no  wit  in  what  our  friend  added  5  there  is  only  abufc.  You 
may  as  well  fay  of  any  man  that  he  will  pick  a  pocket.  Befides,  the  man  who 
is  Rationed  at  the  door  does  not  pick  people's  pockets :  that  is  done  within^ 
by  the  auftionccr/' 

Mrs.  Thrale  told  us,  that  Tom  Davies  repeated,  in  a  very  bald  manner, 
the  (lory  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  firft  repartee  to  me,  which  I  have  related  exaftly  *. 
He  made  me  lay,  "  I  was  bom  in  Scotland,"  inftead  of  "  I  come  from  Scot- 
land i"  fo  that  Johnfon's  faying,  "  That,  Sir,  is  what  a  great  many  of  your 
countrymen  cannot  help,'*  had  no  point,  or  even  meaning :  and  that  upon  this 
being  mentioned  to  Mn  Fitzherbert^  he  obferved,  "  It  is  not  every  man  that 
can  carry  a  bon  mot.**  , 

On  Monday,  April  10,  I  dined  with  him  at  General  Oglethorpe's,  with 
Mr.  Langton  and  the  Irilh  Dr.  Campbell,  whom  the  General  had  obligingly 
given  me  leave  to  bring  with  me.  This  learned  gendeman  was  thus  gratified 
with  a  very  high  intelleftual  feaft,  by  not  only  being  in  company  with  Dn 
Johnfon,  but  with  General  Oglethorpe^  who  had  been  fo  long  a  celebrated 
name  both  at  home  and  abroad '. 

I  muft,  again  and  again,  intreat  of  my  readers  not  to  fuppoie  that  my  im« 
perfedt  record  of  converlation  contains  the  whole  of  what  was  laid  by  Johnlbn, 
or  other  eminent  perfons  who  lived  with  him»  What  I  have  prcfcrved,  how- 
ever, has  the  value  of  the  molt  perfeft  authenticity. 

He  this  day  enlarged  upon  Pope's  melancholy  remark^ 


c< 


Man  never  isy  but  always  to  be  bleft." 


♦Page  211. 

'  Let  me  here  be  aflowed  to  pay  my  tribute  of  moft  fincere  gratitude  to  the  memoiy  of  that 
excellent  perfon«  my  intimacy  with  whom  was  the  more  valuable  to  me,  becaufe  my  firft  jicquaint. 
ance  with  him  was  unexpe^ed  and  unfolicited*  Soon  after  the  publication  of  my  "  Account  of 
Coriica,"  he  did  me  the  honour  to  call  on  me,  and  approaching  me  with  a  frank  courteous  air,  faid, 
^  My  name.  Sir,,  is  Oglethorpe,  and  I  wifli  to  be  acquainted  with  you."  I  was  not  a  little  flattered 
to  be  thus  addrefled  by  an  eminent  man>  of  whom  I  had  read  in  Pope,  from>  my  early  years. 

Or,  driven  by  ilrong  benevolence  of  foul. 

Will  fly,  like  Oglethorpe,  from  pole  to  pole." 

I  was  fortunate  enough  to  be  found  worthy  of  his  good  opinion,  infomuch,  that  I  not  only  was 
invited  to  make  one  in  the  many  refpedlable  companies  whom  he  entertained  at  his  table,  but  had  a 
cover  at  his  hofpitable  board  every  day  when  I  happened  to  be  difengaged ;  and  in  his_  fociety  I 
never  f^led  to  enjoy  learned  and  animated  converfatf  ion,  feafoned  with  genuine  fentimcnts  of  virtue 
and  xeligion.. 

He 


•« 
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He  afferted,  that  the  pre/ent  was  never  a  happy  ftate  to  any  human  beings 
but  that,  as  every  part  of  life,  of  which  we  are  confcious,  was  at  fome  point  of 
time  a  period  yet  to  come,  in  which  felicity  wa3  expeftcd,  there  was  fome 
happinefs  produced  by  hope*  Being  prefled  «pon  this  fubjeft,  and  afked  if 
he  really  was  of  opinion  that  though,  in  general,  happinefs  was  very  rare  in 
human  life,  a  man  was  not  fometimes  happy  in  the  moment  that  was  prefcnt, 
he  anfwered,  "  Never,  but  when  he  is  drunk,** 

He  urged  General  Oglethorpe  to  give  the  world  his  Life.  He  faid,  ^'  I 
know  no  man  whofe  Life  would  be  more  interefting.  If  I  were  fumifhed 
with  materials,  I  fhould  be  very  glad  to  write  it  *." 

Mr.  Scott  of  Amwell's  Elegies  were  lying  in  the  room*  Dn  Johnfbn 
obferved,  "  They  are  very  well ;  but  fuch  as  twenty  people  might  write.** 
Upon  this  I  took  occafion  to  controvert  Horace's  maxim. 


■tc 


miediocribus  ejje  poetts 


*'  Non  Dij  non  homines^  nm  concejfer^  columnar 

for  here  (I  obferved,)  ivas  a  very  middle-rate  poet,  who  pleafed  many  readers, 
and  therefore  poetry  of  a  middle  fort  was  entitled  to  fome  efteem ;  nor  could  \ 
fee  why  poetry  fhould  not,  like  every  thmg  elfe,  have  different  gradations  of 
excellence,  and,  confequently  of  value.  Johnfon  repeated  the  common  remark, 
that  "  as  there  is  no  neceffity  for  our  having  poetry  at  all,  it  being  merely  a 
luxury,  an  inftrument  of  pleafure,  it  can  have  no  value,  unlefe  when  exquifite 
in  its  kind."  I  declared  myfelf  not  fatisfied.  ^'  Why  then,  Sir,  {faid  he,) 
Horace  and  you  muft  fettle  it/'  He  was  not  much  in  the  humour  of 
•talking* 

No  more  of  his  converfation  for  fome  days  appears  in  my  journal,  except 
that  when  a  gentleman  told  him  he  had  bought  a  fuit  of  laces  for  his  lady. 
He  faid,  "  WeU,  Sir,  you  have  done  a  good  thing,  and  a  wife  thing."  "  I 
have  done  a  good  thing,  (faid  the  gendeman,)  but  I  do  not  know  that  I  have 
done  a  wife  thing."  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sirj  no  money  is-better  fpent  than 
what  is  laid  out  for  domeftick  fatisfaftion.  A  man  is  pleafed  that  his  wife  is 
dreft  as  well  as  other  people  \  and  a  wife  is  pleafed  that  ihe  is  dreft." 

^  The  General  feemed  unwilling  to  enter  upon  it  at  this  time ;  l)ut  upon  a  fubfequent  occafion  he 
communicated  to  roe  a  number  of  particulars,  which  I  have  committed  to  writing ;  but  I  was 
not  fufhciently  diligent  in  obtaining  more  from  him,  not  apprehending  that  his  friends  were  fo 
ipon  to  lofe  him.;  for  ftotwithflanding  his  great  age,  he  was  very  healthy  and  vigorous^  and  was 
at  M  carried  off*  by  a  vioknt  fever,  which  is  often  fatal  at  any  period  of  life. 

On 
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On  Friday,  April  14,  being  Good-Friday,  I  repaired  to  him  in  the  morn- 
ing, according  to  my  ufual  cuilom  on  tliis  day^  and  breakfafted  with  him.  I 
obierved  that  he  fafted  fo  very  ftridUy,  that  he  did  not  even  tafte  bread,  and 
took  no  milk  with  his  tea,  I  fuppofe  becaufe  it  is  a  kind  of  animal,  food. 

He  entered  upon  the  ilate  of  the  nation,  and  thus  difcourftd :  ^*  Sir,  the 
great  misfortune  now  is,  that  government  has  too  little  power.  All  that  it  has 
to  beftow,  muft  of  neceflity  be  given  to  fupport  itfclf  j  fo  that  it  cannot  reward 
merit.  No  man,  for  inftance,  can  now  be  made  a  Bifhop  for  his  learning  and 
piety '  J  his  only  chance  for  promotion  is  his  being  connefted  with  fomebody 
who  has  parliamentary  intereft.  Our  feveral  miniftries  in  this  reign  have  out- 
bid each  other  in  conceffions  to  the  people.  Lord  Bute,  though  a  very 
honourable  man, — ^  man  who  meant  well, — a  man  who  had  his  blood  full  of 
prerogative,— was  a  theoretical  ftatefman, — a  book-minifter, — and  thought  this 
country  could  be  governed  by  the  influence  of  the  Crown  alone.  Then,  Sir, 
he  gave  up  a  gfeat  deal.  He  advifed  the  King  to  agree  that  the  Judges  fhould 
hold  their  places  for  life,  inftead  of  lofing  them  at  the  acceflion  of  a  new 
King.  Lord  Bute,  I  fuppofe,  thought  to  make  the  King  popular  by  this 
conceffion  j  but  the  people  never  minded  it  j  and  it  was  a  mofl  impolitick 
rneafure.  There,  is  no  reafbn  why  a  Judge  fhould  hold  his  office  for  life,  more 
than  any  other  perfbn  in  publick  trufl.  A  Judge  may  be  partial  otherwifc 
than  to  the  Crown :  we  have  fcen  Judges  partial  to  the  populace.  A  Judge 
may  become  corrupt,  and  yet  there  may  not  be  legal  evidence  againft  him. 
A  Judge  may  become  froward  from  age.  A  Judge  may  grow  unfit  for  his 
office  in  many  ways.  It  was  defu*able  that  there  fhould  be  a  poffibility  of  being 
delivered  from  him  by  a  new  King.  That  is  now  gone  By  an  a6t  of  parlia- 
ment ex  gratia  of  the  Crown.  Lord  Bute  advifed  the  King  to  give  up  a  very 
large  fum  of  money  ♦,  for  which  nobody  thanked  him.   It  was  of  confequence 

to  the  King,  but  nothing  to  the  publick,  among  whom  it  was  divided.    When 

<  .    « 

*  Ffom  this  too  jaft  pbfcfvation  there  are  feme  canAcnt  exceptioni* 

^  The  money  aiifing  from  the  property  of  the  prizes  takea  before  the  declaration  of  war,  which 
were  given  to  his  Majeily  by  the  peace  of  Paris,  and  amounted  to  upwards  of  70o»oqo1.  and 
from  the  lands  in  the  ceded  iflands,  which  Were  eftimated  at  20o>oool.  more.  Surely,  there  was 
a  noble  munificence  in  this  gift  from  a  Monarch  to  his  people*  And  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
during  the  Earl  of  Bute's  adminiftration,  the  King  was  gracioufly  pkafed  to  give  up  the  hereditary 
revenues  of  the  Crown,  and  to  accept,  ini^ead  of  them,  of  the  limited  £um  of  8oo,oool.  a  year; 
upon  which  Blackilone  obferves,  that  "  The  hereditary  revenues,  being  put  under  the  fame  manage^ 
ment  as  the  other  branches  of  the  publick  patrimony,  will  produce  more,  and  be  better  coUeded 
than  heretofore;  and  the  publick  is  a  gainer  of  upwards  of  ioo,oooL  fer  annum ^  by  this  dif- 
interefted  bounty  of  his  Nbjefty.'*    Book  L  Chap.  8.  p.  330. 

Q^qq  rfay 
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I  fay  Lord  Bute  advifed^  I,  meaAi  that  &cka£ts  were  done  when  he  was 
and  we  a^e  to  fuppofe  that  he  advUed  them.-~Lord  Bute  fhewed  an  undoe 
partiality  to  Scotchmen*  He  turaed  out  Dr.  Nichob,  a  very  eminent  man, 
from  being  phyfician  to  the  King>  to  make  nxim  for  one  of  his  countrymen, 
a  man  very  low  in  his  profemon.  He  had  *♦**♦***•*♦  and  ****  to  go  jon 
errax^s  for  him.  He  had  occafioa  fbr  people  to  go  on  errands  for  him  $  but 
^  Ihould  not  have  had  Scotchinen ;  and,  certainly^  he  ihould  not  have  fu£- 
^red  (hem  to  have  acce^  to  him  before  die  firCk  people  in  England/* 

I  told  hgxv  that,  the  admifllon  of  one  of  them  before  the  firft  people  in 
England,  which  had  given  the  greateft  offence^  was  no  more  than  what  hap- 
pens at  every  minifter's  levee,  where  thofe  who  adsnd  are  admitted  in  the 
^rder  that  they  have  come,,  which  is  better  than  admittbg  them  according  to 
their  ranki  for  if  that  were  to  be  the  rule^  a  mw%  who  has  waited  all  thQ 
morning  might  have  ^  mortificatioii  to^  jee  a  peer>  «mty  coooe,.  go  in' before 
Jfiim,  and  keep  him  waiting  fldll.  Johnson.  ^^  Trucj.  Sir^  but****  fliouki 
QOt  hay^  come  to  the  levee„  to  be  in  the  wagr  of  people  of  coaiequence»  He 
j^w  Lqrd  Bute  at  all  times ;  and  could  have  faid  what  he  had  to  fay  at  any 
time^t  as  well  as.  at  the  levee.  There  is  now  no  Prime  Minifter :  there  is  only 
aA  agent  for  goyernm/ent  in  tk^  Houfe  of  Coounons.  We  are  governed  by 
the  Cabinet  i  but  there  is  no  one  head  there»  as  in  Sir  Robert  Walpole^s 
time.''"  Bos^wBLL.  <^  What  then,.  Sii>  is  the  uie  of  Parliament  ?'*  JottNsoif  • 
*'  Why^.  Sir,  Parliai^ent  ia  a  larger  cojkincil  to  the  King ;  and  the  advantage 
9f  fuck  a  couBfiil  is,  having,  a  greiat  number  of  men  of  property  concerned  in 
the  legiilature^i  who»  fpr  their  own  intereft^  will  not  confent  to  bad  laws.  And 
you  mufi; have obiibtvedt^ Sir>  that adminiflration is ieeble and taonidy andcaanot 
a&  wkb  that;  authpnty  and  reibkition  whicb  is  necefl^*  Were  I  in  power,  I 
would  turn,  out  every  ma^i  who  dared  to  oppofe  me.  Government  has  the 
di^trilTutipa  of  offices,  that  it  may  be  enabledcto^  no^intain  it^  authoriiyJ* 

"  Lord  Bute  (he  added,)  took  down  too  fefl>  without  building  up  fome- 
thing  new.*'  Boswell.  *^  Becanfei  Sir,  he  found  a  rotten  buflding.  The 
political  coach  was  drawn  by  a  fet  of  bad  horfes :  it  was  neceflfery  to  change 
them***    Johnson*  «  But  he  Ihouldhave  changed  them  one  by  one** 

I,  told  him.  that  I  had  been,  informed  by  Mr.  Orme,,  that  many  par:ts.  of  the 
£a&  I^ndies  were:  better  mapped  than  die.  Highlands  of  Scotland.  Johnson* 
•^  That  a  country  may  be  naapped>  it  muft  be  travelled  over.**'  **•  Nay,  (laid 
I-,  meaning  to  kugh  with  him  at  one  of  his  prejudices,)  can't  you  fay,  it  is  not 
wcrtb  mapping  ?'* 

•     •  As 
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As  ^e  talked  to  St.  Clement's  diurch»  and  faw  feveral  fhops  open  u{>on  ^175- 
Ak  moft  folemn  faft-<lay  of  the  Chriitian  worki»  I  remarked^  that  one  dif-  ]ffitat.^ 
advantage  arifing  from  the  immenfity  of  London,  was,  that  nobody  was  heeded 
by  his  neighbour ;  there  was  no  fear  of  cenfure  for  not  oblerving  Good-Friday^ 
as  it  ought  to  be  kept,  and  as  it  is  kept  in  country  towns*  He  faid,  it  was, 
upon  the  whde,  very  well  obferved  even  in  London.  He,  however,  owned, 
that  London  was  too  large  $  but  added,  ''  It  is  nonfenfe  to  fay  the  head  is  too 
big  for  the  body.  It  would  be  as  much  too  big,  though  the  body  were  ever 
fo  large  $  that  is  to  fay,  though  the  country  were  ever  fo  excenfive.  It  has  no 
iinularity  to  a  head  conne&ed  with  a  body.'' 

Dr.  Wetherell,  Mailer  of  Univerfity  College,  Oxford,  accompanied  us  home 
from  church ;  and  after  he  was  gon^  diere  came  two  other  gendemen,  one 
of  whom  uttered  the  common-place  complaints,  that  by  the  increaie  of  taxes, 
laboqr  would  be  dear,  other  nations  wovdd  underieU  us,  and  our  commerce 
would  be  ruined.  Johnson,  (fmiling).  "  Never  fear.  Sir.  Our  commerce 
is  in  a  very  good  Hate  s  and  fuppofe  we  had  no  commerce  at  all,  we  could 
live  very  well  on  the  produce  of  our  own  country."  I  cannot  omit  to  men- 
tion, that  I  never  knew  any  man  who  was  lefs  diipoied  to  be  querulous  than 
Johnfon.  Whether  the  fubje£t  was  his  own  (ituation,  or  die  ftate  of  die  pub- 
lick,  or  the  ftate  of  human  nature  in  general,  though  he  faw  the  evils,  his 
mind  was  turned  to  reiblij^tion,  and  never  to  whining  or  complaint. 

We  went  again  to  St.  Clement's  in  the  afternoon.  He  had  found  fault  with 
the  preacher  in  the  morning  for  not  chooiing  a  text  adapted  to  the  day.  The 
preacher  in  the  afternoon  had  chofen  one  extremely  proper :  "  It  is  finilhed." 

After  the  evening  fervice,  he  fiud,  "  Come,  you  ftiall  go  home  with  me, 
and  fit  juft  an  hour."  **ut  he  was  better  than  his  word  j  for  after  we  had 
drunk  tea  with  Mrs.  Williams,  he  alked  me  to  go  up  to  his  ftudy  with  him, 
where  we  lat  a  long  while  together  in  a  ferene  undiftyrbed  frame  of  mind, 
fometimes  in  fUencc,  and  fometimes  converfu^,  as  we  felt  ourfelvcs  inclined, 
or  more  properly  Ipcaking,  as  be  was  inclined  j  for  during  all  the  courie  of 
my  long  indmacy  with  him,  my  relpeAful  attention  never  abated,  and  my  wilh 
to  hear  him  was  fucli,  that  I  cpnftandy  watched  every  dawning  of  commu- 
nicadon  from  that  great  and  illuminated  mind. 

He  obferved,  "  All  knowledge  is  of  itfelf  of  fome  value.  There  is  nothing 
fo  minute  or  inconfiderable,  that  I  would  not  rather  know  it  than  not.  In 
the  fame  manner,  all  power,  of  whatever  fort,  is  of  itfelf  defirable.  A  man 
would  not  fubmit  to  learn  to  hem  a  rufHe,  of  his  wife,  or  his  wife's  matd  j  but 
if  a  mere  wifh  could  attain  it,  he  would  rather  wilh  to  be  able  to  hem  a  ruffle." 

Ctqqa  He 


«*       J 
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'77^*         He  again  advifed  me  to  keep  a  journal  fully  and  minutely,  but  not  ttl  tticn- 
E^766.  ^i^*^  f^ch  trifles  as,  that  meat  was  too  much  or  too  little  done,  or  that  the 
weather  was  fair  or  rainy.     He  had,  till  very  near  his  death,  a  contempt  for 
the  notion  that  the  weather  afFefts  the  human  frame. 

I  told  him  that  our  friend  Goldfmith  had  faid  to  me,  that  he  had  come  too 
late  into  the  world,  for  that  Pope  and  other  poets  had  taken  up  the  places  iii 
the  Temple  of  Fame  j  fo  that  as  but  a  few  at  any  period  can  poflefs  poetical 
reputation,  a  man  of  genius  can  now  hardly  acquire  it.  Johnson.  ^*  That  is 
one  of  the  moft  fenfible  things  I  have  ever  heard  of  Goldfmith.  It  is  difficult 
to  get  literary  fame,  and  it  is  every  day  growing  more  difficult.  Ah,  Sir,  that 
fhould  make  a  man  think  of  fecuring  happinefe  in  another  world,  which  all 
who  try  fincerely  for  it  may  attain.  In  comparifon'  of  that,  how  little  are  all 
other  things !  The  belief  of  immortality  is  imprefTcd  upon  all  men,  and  all 
men  a6t  under  an  impreffion  of  it,  however  they  may  talk,  and  though,  per- 
haps, they  may  be  fcarcely  fenfible  of  it."  I  faid,  it  appeared  to  me  that 
fome  people  had  not  the  leaft  notion  of  immortality  j  and  I  mentioned  a 
diftinguifhed  gentleman  of  our  acquaintance.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  if  it  were  not 
for  the  notion  of  immortality,  he  would  cut  a  tliroat  to  fill  his  pockets." 
When  I  quoted  this  to  Beauclerk,  who  knew  much  more  of  the  gendeman 
than  we  did,  he  faid,  in  his  acid  manner,  "  He  would  cut  a  throat  to  fill  his 
pockets,  if  it  were  not  for  fear  of  being  hanged." 

Dr.  Johnfon  proceeded :  "  Sir,  there  is  a  great  cry  about  infidelity ;  bur 
there  are,  in  reality,  very  few  infidels.  I  have  heard  a  perfon,  originally  a 
Quaker,  but  now,  I  am  afi-aid,  a  Deift,  fay,  that  he  did  not  believe  there  were, 
in  all  England,  above  two  hundred  infidels." 

He  was  pleafed  to  fay,  ^  If  you  come  to  fettle  here,  we  will  have  one  day 
in  the  week  on  which  we  will  meet  by  ourfelves.  That  is  the  happieft  con- 
verfation  where  there  is  no  competition,  no  vanity,  but  a  calm  quiet  inter- 
.  change  of  fentiments."  In  his  private  regifter  this  evening  is  thus  marked, 
^  **  Bofwell  fat  with  me  till  night  j  we  had  fome  ferious  talk  ^"  It  alio  appears 
from  the  fame  record,  that  after  I  left  him  he  was  occupied  in  religious 
duties,  in  "  giving  Francis,  his  fervant,  fome  direftions  for  preparation  to 
communicate  j  in  reviewing  his  life,  and  refolving  on  better  conduft."  The 
humility  and  piety  which  he  difcovers  on  fuch  occafions,  is  truly  edifying.  No 
faint,  however,  in  the  courfe  of  his  religious  warfare,  was  more  fenfible  of  the 
unhappy  failure  of  pious  refolves,  than  Johnfon.  He  faid  one  day,  talking  to 
an  acquaintance  on  this  .fubje6t>  "  Sir,  Hell  is  paved  with  good  intentions." 

'  Prayers  and  Meditations*  p.  138* 

On 
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Oir Sunday,  April  16,  being  Eafter-day,  after  having  attended  the  folemn      i77^ 
fervice  at  St.  Paul's,  I  dined  with  Dr.  Johnfon  and  Mrs.  Williams.     I  main-  *sjax7e6. 
tained  that  Horace  was  wrong  in  placing  happinefs  in  Nil  ikbHtrarty  for  that  I 
thought  admiration  one  of  the  moft  agreeable  of  all  our  feelings ;   and  I 
regretted  that  I  had  loft  much  of  my  dilpofition  to  admire,  which  people 
generally  do  as  they  advance  in  life.     Johnson.  "  Sir,  as  a  man  advances  in 
life,  he  gets  what  is  better  than  admiration, — -judgement, .  to  eftimate  things  , 
at  their  true  value."     I  ftill  mfifted  that  admiration  was  more  pleafing  than 
judgement,  as  love  is  more  pleafing  than  friendlhip.     The  feeling  of  friend- 
fhip  is  like  that  of  being  comfortably  filled  with  roaft-beef ;  love,  like  being 
enlivened  with  champagne.     Johnson.  "  No,  Sir ;  admiration  and  love  are 
like  being  intoxicated  with  champagne ;  judgement  and  friendftiip  like  being 
enlivened.     Waller  has  hit  upon  the  fame  thought  with  you*:  but  I  don't 
believe  you  have  borrowed  from  Waller.     I  .wifti  you  would  enable  yourfelf 
to  borrow  more." 

He  then  took  occafion  to  enlarge  on  the  advantages  of  readings  and  com- 
bated the  idle  fuperficial  notion,  that  knowledge  enough  may  be  acquired  ia 
converfation.  "  The  foundation  (faid  he,)  muft  be  laid  by  reading.  General 
principles  muft  be  had  from  books,  which,  however,  muft  be  brought  to  the 
teft  of  real  life,  .  In  converfation  you  never  get  a  fyftem.  What  is  faid  upoa 
a  fubjedt  is  to  be  gathered  from  a  hundred  people.  The  parts  of  a  truth, 
which  a  man  gets  thus,  are  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  each  other,  that  he  never 
attains  to  a  full  view." 

On  Tuefday,  April  18,  he  and  1  were  engaged  to  go  with.  Sir  Jofhua-  ^ 
Reynolds  to  dine  with  Mr.  Cambridge,  at  his  beautiful  villa  on  the  banks  of 
the  Thames,  near  Twickenham.  Dr.  Johnfon's  tardinefs  was  fuch,  vthat  Sir 
Jofliua,  who  had  an  appointment  at  Richmond  early  in  the  day^  was  obliged 
to  go  by  himfelf  on  horfeback,  leaving  "his  coach  to  Johnfon  and  me.  Johnfon 
was  in  fuch  good  fpirits,  that  every  thing  feemed  to  plcafe  him  as  we  drove 
along. 

Our  converfation  turned  on  a  variety  of  fubjedb.  He  thought  portrait- 
painting  an  improper  employment  for  a  woman.  *f  Publick  practice  of  any 
art,  (he  obferved,)  and  ftaring  in  men's  faces,  is  very  indelicate  in  a  female." 


6    €t 


Amoret's  as  fweet  and  good 
**  A&  the  iDoft  delicious  food ; 
*'  Which  but  tailed  docs  impart 
"  Life  and  gladnefs  to  the  heart* 


**  Sacharkra*s  beauty's  wine, 

*^  Which  to  madaeis  lioes  incline  ;. 

^  Such  a  liquor  as  no  brain 

^*  That  is  mortal  can  faftain.'** 


I  happened 
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I  happened  to  ftart  a  queftion  of  propriety,  whether  when  a  man  knows  that 
fome  of  his  intiautc  friends  are  invited  to  the  houfe  of  another  friend^  with 

■ 

whom  they  are  all  equally  intimate,  he  may  join  them  without  an  invitation. 
Johnson.  "  No,  Sir;  he  is  not  to  go  when  he  is  not  invited.  They  m^  be 
invited  on  purpofe  to  abufe  him,"  (fmiling). 

As  a  curious  inftance  how  litde  a  man  knows,  or  wiflies  to  know,  his  owri 
charafter  in  the  world,  or,  rather,  as  a  convincing  proof  that  Johnfon's 
roughncfs  was  only  external,  and  did  not  proceed  from  his  heart,  I  infert  the 
following  dialogue.  Johnson.  "  It  is  wonderful.  Sir,  how  rare  a  quality 
good  humour  is. in  life.  We  meet  with  very  few  good  humoured  men.'*  I 
mentioned  four  of  our  friends,  none  of  whom  he  would  aSow  to  be  good 
humoured.  One  was  acid^  another  was  muddy^  and  to  the  others  he  had 
objeftions  which  have  efcaped  me.  Then,  Ihaking  his  head  and  ftretching 
himfelf  at  his  eafe  in  the  coach,  and  fmiling  with  much  complacency,  he 
turned  to  me  and  faid,  '*  1  look  upon  my/elf  as  a  good  humoured  fellow.'* 
The  epithet  fellow^  applied  to  the  great  Lexicographer,  the  ftat^ly  Moralift, 
the  mafterly  Critick,  as  if  he  had  been  Sam  Johnlbn,  a  mere  pleafant  com- 
panion, was  highly  diverting ;  and  this  light  notion  rf  himfelf  ftruck  me  with 
wonder.  I  anfwered,  alfo  fmiling,  "  No,  no.  Sir  j  that  wiH  not  do.  You 
arc  good  natured,  but  not  good  humoured :  you  are  irafcible.  You  have  not 
^patience  with  folly  and  abiiirdity.  I  believe  you  would  pardon  them,  if  there 
were  time  to  deprecate  your  vengeance;  but  punifhment  follows  {o  quick 
after  fentence,  that  they  cannot  efcape." 

I  had  brought  with  me  a  great  bundle  of  Scotch  magazines  and  newspapers, 
in  which  his  "  Journey  to  the  Weftern  Iflands"  was  attacked  in  every  modei 
and  I  read  a  great  part  of  them  to  him,  knowing  they  woidd  afford  him 
entert^ment.  I  wifti  the  writers  of  them  had  been  prefent :  they  wouU 
have  been  fufEciendy  vexed.  One  ludicrous  imitation  of  his  ftyle,  by  Mr. 
Maclaurin,  now  one  of  the  Scotch  Judges,  with  the  tide  of  Lord  Dreghoro^ 
was  diftinguifticd  by  him  from  the  rude  mafs.  "  This  (faid  he,)  is  the  beft. 
But  I  could  caricature  my  own  ftyle  much  better  myielf."  He  defended  his 
remark  upon  the  general  infufficiency  of  education  in  Scotland ;  and  contfirmcd 
'  to  me  the  authenticity  of  his  witty  faying  on  the  leaming  of  the  Scotch  i— 
^^  Their  learning  is  like  bread  in  a  befieged  town :  every  man  gets  a  litde, 
but  no  man  gets  a  foU  mcaL"  *'  There  is  (faid  he,)  in  Scc^and  a  diffiifion 
of  learning,  a  certain  portion  of  it  widely  and  tWnly  Spread.  A  merchant 
there  has  as  much  Icarhing  as  one  of  their  clergy." 

3  He 
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He  talked  of  I&ac  Walton's  Livesj  which  was  one  of  his  moft  favourite 
books.  Dr.  Donne's  Life,  he  faid,  was  the  moft  perfect  of  them.  He 
obfervedj  that  ^'  it  was  wonderful  that  Walton,  who  was  in  a  very  low  fituation 
in  life,  fhould  have  been  familiarly  received  by  fo  many  great  men,  and  that 
at  a  time  when  the  ranks  of  Ibciety  were  kept  more  leparate  than  they  arc 
now."  He  fuppofed  that  Walton  had  then  given  up  his  bufinefi  as  a  linen-draper 
and  fempfter>  and  was  only  an  authour ;  and  added,  ''  that  he  was  a  great 
panegyrift."  Bosweli..  ^'  No  quality  will  get  a  man  more  friends  than  a  dif- 
pofition  to  admire  the  qualities  of  others.  I  do  not  mean  flattery,  but  a  fincere 
admiration."  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  flattery  pleafes  very  generally.  In  the 
iirft  place,  the  flatterer  may  think  what  he  iays  to  be  true :  but,  m  the  fecond 
place,  whether  he  thinks  fb  or  not,  he  certainly  thinks  thofe  whom  he  flatters 
gf  confequence  enough  to  be  flattered.** 

No  fooner  had  we  made  our  bow  to  Mr.  Cambridge>  in  his  IU>raf7,  thaft 
Johnfba  ran  eagerly  to  one  fide  of  the  room,  inoent  on  poring  over  die  backs 
of  the  books.  Sir  Jofhua  obfervcd,  (afide,)  "  He  runs  to  the  books,  as  I  do  to 
the  piAures :  but  I  haVe  the  advantag|S»  I  can  fee  much  more  of  die  pictures 
than  he  can  of  the  books."  Mr.  Cambridge,  upon  this,  polkely  faid,  <^  Dn 
Johnfbn,  I  am  going,  with  your  pardon,  to  accufe  myfelf,  for  1  have  the 
fame  cuftom  which  I  perceive  you  have.  But  it  feems  odd  that  one  fhould 
have  fiich  a  defire  to  look  at  the  backs  of  books."'  Johnfon^  ever  ready  for 
conteft,  inftandy  ftartsd  from  his  reverie^  wheeled  about,  and  an^irered,  ^  Sir, 
the  reafon  is  very  plain.  Knowledge  is  of  two  kinds^  We  know  a  fbbjedt 
ourfelves,  or  vfc  know  wheife  we  can  find  informatioa  upon  it.  When  we 
inquire  Into  any  fubje<$t,  the  firft  thing  we  have  to  do  isr  to  know  what  books 
have  treated  of  it.  This  leads  us  to  look  at  catalogues,  and  at  the  backs  «f 
books  in  bbraries."  Sir  Jofhua  obfervtrd  to  me>  the  extraordinary  prompti- 
tude with  which  Johnfbn  flew  upon  an  argument.  *^  Yes,,  (faid  I>)  be  hd& 
no  formal  preparation,:  no*  flourifhing  with  his  fword  jr  he  is.^  through  your  body 
in  an.  iaStznt" 

Johnfon  was  here  folaced  with  an  elegant  entertainment,  a  veiy  accom- 
plifhed  family^  and  much  good  company ;  among,  whom  was  Mr.  Harris  of 
Salilbury,  who  paid  him  many  compliments  on  his  "  Journey  to  the  Weflcpn. 
Iflands.'*  ; 

The  commofi  renaark  as  to  the  udlity  of  rcading^  hiftoiy  being  made  ;^— 
Johnson.  "  We  muft  confiyder  how  very  Ikde  liiftory  there  is;  I  mean  read 
authentick  hiftory.  That  certain  Kii^s  reigned,  and  certain  battles  were 
feught,  we  can  depend  upon  as  true ;  but  all  the  colouring,  all  the  philofophy, 

of 
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of  hiftoty  is  conjedhirc/*  Boswsll.  "  Then,  Sir,  you  would  reduce  all 
biftory  to  no  better  than  an  almanack,  a  mere  chronological  fenes  of  remaik- 
able  cYtnts."  Mr.  Gibbon,  who  muft  at  that  time  have  been  employed  upon 
his  hiftory,  of  which  he  publifhed  the  iirft  volume  in  the  following  year,  waB 
prefent,  but  did  not  ftep  forth  in  defence  of  that  ipecies  of  writing.  He  pro- 
bably did  not  like  to  truji  himfetf  with  Johnfon  ^. 

Johnfon  obferved,  that  the  force  of  our  early  habits  was  fo  greatj  th^t 
though  reaibn  approved,  nay,  though  our  fenfes  relifhed  a  different  courfe,  alm^ 
every  man  returned  to  them.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  obfervation  vq^n 
human  nature  better  founded  than  this ;  and,  in  many  cafes,  it  is  a  very  painfol 
truth  5  for  where  early  habits  have  been  mean  and  wretched,  the  joy  and  ddva* 
tion  refolting  from  better  modes  of  life,  muft  be  damped  by  the  gloomy 
c<»ifcioufhefs  of  being  under  an  ahiioft  inevitable  doom  to  fuik  back  into  a 
fituation  which  we  rccoUeft  with  diTguft.  It  furely  may  be  prevented,  by  con^ 
ftant  attention  and  unremitting  exertion  to  eftablilh  contrary  habits  of  fuperkai' 
I  -efficacy. 

"  The  Beggars  Opera,**  and  the  common  queftion,  whether  it  was  permcioaa 
in  its  effWts,  having  been  introduced  i— Johnson.  "As  to  this  matter,  which 
has  been  very  much  contefted,  I  noyielf  am  of  opinion,  that  more  influence 
Kas  been  afcribed  to  *  The  Beggars  Opera,'  than  it  in  reality  ever  had ;  for 
I  do  not  believe  that  any  man  was  ever  made  a  rogue  by  being  preienn  at  ie 
repreientation.  At  the  fame  time  I  do  not  deny  that  it  may  have  fome 
influence,  by  making  the  charafter  of  a  ^^rogue  familiar,  and  in  fome  degree 
pleafing'.'*  Then  colle6bing  himfelf,  as  it  were,  to  give  a  heavy  ftrcJce: 
'^  There  is  in  it  fuch  a  labefaffation  of  all  principles,  as  may  be  injurious  to 
morality." 

While  he  pronounced  this  refponfe,  we  fat  in  a  comical  fort  of  reflrainf, 
imothering  a  laugh,  which  we  were  afraid  might  buiift  out.  '  In  his  Life  of 
Gay,  he  has  been  fHll  more  decifive  as  to  the  inefficiency  of  "  The  Beggars 
Opera,'*  in  corrupting  fodety.    But  I  have  ever  thought  fomewhat  differendy  j 

»  See  page  478. 

*  A  very  eminent  phyfician,  whoTe  difcemment  is  as  acnte  and  penetrating  in  jodging  of  the  huBun 
charaAer  as  it  is  in  his  own  profeflion  j  remarked  once  at  a  club  where  I  was,  that  a  lively  young  man, 
fond  of  pleafure  and  without  money,  would  hardly  refift  a  folicitation  from  his  miftrefs  to  go  upon 
the  highway,  immediately  after  being  prefent  at  the  representation  of  *'  The  Beggars  Opera.*'  I 
.  have  been  told  of  an  ingenious  obfervation  by  Mr.  Gibbon,  that  *'  The  Beggars  Opera  may» 
peifaaps,  have  fometimes  increafed  the  number  of  highwaymen ;  but  that  it  has  had  a  beneficial 
cSed  in  refining  that  clafs  of  men,  making  them  lefs  ferocious,  more  polite,  in  ihoft,  mote  like 
gentlemen."    Upon  thi«  Mr*  Coune&ay  £ud^  that  <*  Gay  was  the  Orpheus  of  highwaymeiu" 

for 
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for,  indeed,  not  only  are  the  gaiety  and  heroifm  4)f  a  highwayman  very  '77f* 
captivating  to  a  youthful  imagination,  but  the  arguments  for  adventurous  Mm^66. 
depredation  are  lb  plauTible,  the  allufions  (b  lively,  and  the  contrafts  with  the 
ordinary  and  more  painful  modes  of  acquiring  property  are  ib  artfully 
dilplayed,  that  it  requires  a  cool  and  ibrong  judgement  to  refift  fo  impofing 
an  aggregate :  yet,  I  own,  I  fhould  be  very  forry  to  have  "  The  B^gars 
Opera''  fuppreiled ,  for  there  is  in  it  lb  much  of  real  London  life,  fo  much 
brilliant  wit,  and  fuch  a  variety  of  airs,  which,  from  early  aflbciation  of  ideas, 
engage,  foothe,  and  enliven  the  mind,  that  no  performance  which  the  theatre 
exhibits,  delights  me  more. 

The  late  «  worthy"'  Duke  of  Queenfberry,  asThomfon,  in  his  "  Seafens," 
julUy  charadterifes  him,  told  me,  that  when  Gay  firft  (hewed  him  "  The 
Beggars  Opera,"  his  Grace's  obfervation  was,  "  This  is  a  very  odd  thing. 
Gay }  I  am  fatisfied  that  it  is  either  a  very  good  thing,  or  a  very  bad  thing." 
It  proved  the  former,  beyond  the  warmeft  expcftations  of  the  authour  or  his 
friends.  Mr.  Cambridge,  however,  fhewed  us  to  day,  that  there  was  good 
reafon  enough  to  doubt  concerning  its  fuccefs.  He  was  told  by  Quin,  that 
during  the  firft  night  of  its  appearance  it  was  long  in  a  very  dubious  ftate ; 
that  there  was  a  diipolition  to  damn  it,  and  that  it  was  faved  by  the  fong, 
"  Oh  ponder  well,  be  hot  fevere."  Quin  himfelf  had  {0  bad  an  opinion  of  i^ 
that  he  refufed  the  part  of  Captain  Macheath,  and  gave  it  to  Walker,  who 
acquired  great  celebrity  by  his  grave  yet  animated  performance  of  it. 

We  talked  of  a*  young  gentleman's  nnarriage  with  an  eminent  finger, 
and  his  determination  that  fhe  fhould  no  longer  fing  in  publick,  though  his 
father  was  very  eameft  fhe  fhould,  becaufe  her  talents  would  be  liberally 
rewarded  fo  as  to  make  her  a  good  fortune.  It  was  queftioned  whether 
the  young  gendeman,  who  had  not  a  (hilling  in  the  world,  but  was  bleft 
with  very  uncommon  talents,  was  not  foolifhiy  delicate,  or  foolifhly  proud, 
and  his  fadier  truly  rational  without  being  mean.  Jolinfon,  with  all  the  high 
fpirit  of  a  Roman  fcnator,  exclaimed,  "  He  refolvcd  wifely  and  nobly  to  be 
fure.  He  is  a  brave  man.  Would  not  a  gentleman  be  difgraced  by  having 
hili  wife  finging  publickly  for  hire  ?  No,  Sir,  there  can  be  no  doubt  here. 
1  know  not  if  I  (hould  not  prepare  myfelf  for  a  publick  (inger,  as  readily  as 
let  my  wife  be  one." 

Johnfon  arraigned  the  modern  politicks  of  this  country,  as  entirely  devoid 
of  .ill  principle  of  whatever  kind.  "  Politicks  (faid  he)  are  now  nothing 
more  than  means  of  rifing  in  the  world.  With  this  fole  view'  do  men 
engage  in  politicks,  and  their  whole  conduft  proceeds  upon  it.  How 
different  in  that  rcfpeft  is  the  ftate  of  the  nation  now  from  what  it  was  in 
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'775'  the  time  of  Charles  the  Firft,  during  the  Ufurpation,  and  after  the  Reftora- 
litat.  66.  ^^^>  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ChaHcs  the  Second.  Hudibras  affords  a  ftrong  proof 
how  much  hold  political  principles  had  then  upon  the  minds  of  men.  There 
is  in  Hudibras  a  great  deal  of  bullion,  which  will  always  laft.  But  to  be 
fure  the  brighteft  ftrokes  of -his  wit  owed  their  force  to  the  impreflion  of  the 
charafters,  which  was  upon  men*s  minds  at  the  time ;  to  their  knowing  them, 
at  table  and  in  the  ftrect ;  in  fhort,  being  familiar  with  them ;  and  above  al!, 
to  his  fatire  being  direfted  againft  thofe  whom  a  little  while  before  thcjr  had 
hated  and  feared.  The  nation  in  general  has  ever  been  loyal,  has  been  at 
all  times  attached  to  the  monarch,  though  a  few  daring  rebels  have  been 
wonderfully  powerful  for  a  time.  The  murder  of  Charles  the  Firft  was 
undoubtedly  not  committed  with  the  approbation  or  confent  6f  the  people. 
Had  that  been  the  cafe,  parliament  would  not  have  ventured  to  confign 
the  regicides  to  their  deferved  punilhment.  And  we  know  what  exuberance 
,  of  joy  there  was  when  Charles  the  Second  was  reftored.     If  Charles  the 

Second  had  bent  all  his  mind  to  it,  had  made  it  his  fole  objeft,  he  q<ight 
have  been  as  abfolute  as  Louis  the  Fourteenth."  A  gentleman  obferved 
he  would  have  done  no  harm  if  he  had.  Johnson,  "  Why,  Sir,  abfolute 
princes  feldom  do  any  harm.  But  they  who  are  governed  by  them 
are  governed  by  chance.  There  is  no  fecurity  for  good  government.'^ 
Cambridge.  "  There  have  been  nriany  fad  viftims  to  abfolute  power.'* 
Johnson.  "  So,  Sir,  have  there  been  to  popular  fadions."  Boswell, 
**  The  queltion  is,  which  is  worft,  one  wild  beaft  or  many  ?" 

Johnfon  praifed  *^  The  Spectator,"  particularly  the  charadter  of  Sir 
Roger  de  Coverley.  He  faid,  "  Sir  Roger  did  not  die  a  violent  death,  as 
has  been  generally  fancied.  He  was  not  killed  i  he  died  only  becaufe 
others  were  to  die,  and  becaufe  his  death  afforded  .an  opportunity  to  Addilbn 
for  fome  very  fine  writing.  We  have  the  example  of  Cervantes  making 
Don  Quixote  die. — ^I  never  could  fee  why  Sir  Roger  is  reprefented  as  a  little 
cracked.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  ftory  of  the  widow  was  intended  to  have 
Ibmething  fuperinduced  upon  it :  but  the  fuperftrufture  did  not  come." 

Somebody  found  fault  widi  writing  verfes  in  a  dead  language,  maintaining  ' 
that  thdy  were  merely  arrangements  of  fo  many  words,  and  laughed  at  the 
Univerfities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  for  fending  forth  colleftions  of  them 
not  only  in  Greek  and  Latin,  but  even  in  Syriack,  Arabick,  and  other  more 
unknown  tongues,  Johnson.  '^  I  would  have  as  many  of  thefe  as  polfible; 
I  would  haye  verfes  in  every  language  that  there  are  the  means  of  acquiring. 
Nobody  imagines  that  an  Univerfity  is  to  have  at  once  two  hundred  poets;, 
but  it  fhould  be  able  to  fhew  two  hundred  fcholars.    Peirefc's  death  was 
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lamented^  I  think,  in  forty  languages.     And  I  would  have  at  every  coronation,      i775* 
and  every  death  of  a  King,  every  Gaudiumi  and  every  LuSlusy  Univerfity  ^tat!!  66, 
verfes  in  as  many  languages  as  can  be  acquired.     I  would  have  the  world 
to  be  thus  told,  ^  Here  is, a  fchool  where  every  thing  may  be  learnt" 

Having  fet  out  next  day  on  a  vifit  to  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  at  Wilton, 
and  to  my  friend,  Mn  Temple,  at  Mamhead,  in  DevoniQiire,  and  not  having 
returned  to  town  till  the  fecond  of  May,  I  did  not  fee  Dr.  Johnfon  for  a 
confidcrable  time,  and  during  the  remaining  part  of  my  ftay  in  London, 
kept  very  imperfeft  notes  of  his  converfation,  which  had  I  according  to  my 
ufual  cuftom  written  out  at  large  foon  after  the  time,  much  might  have  been 
preferved,  which  is  now  irretrievably  loft.  I  can  now  only  record  fome 
particular  fcenes,  and  a  few  fragments  of  his  memorabilia.  But  to  make 
fome  amends  for  my  relaxation  of  diligence  in  one  relpeft,  I  have  to  prefcnt 
my  readers  with  arguments  upon  two  law  cafes,  with  which  he  favoured  me. 

On  Saturday,  the  fixth  of  May,  we  dined  by  ourfelves  at  the  Mitre,  and 
he  didtated  to  me  what  follows,  to  obviate  th.^  complaint  already  mentioned  % 
v^^hich  had  been  made  in  the  form  of  an  aftion  in  the  Court  of  Seflion,  by 
Dr.  Memis,  of  Aberdeen,  that  in  the  fame  tranftation  of  a  charter  in  which 
fhyjicians  were  mentioned,  he  was  called  DoSior  of  Medicine. 

"  There  are  but  two  reafons  for  which  a  phyfician  ean  decline  the  title 
ofDoifor  of  Medicine,  becaufe  he  fuppofes  himfelf  difgraced  by  the  doftorfhip, 
or  fuppofes  the  doftorfhip  dilgraced  by  himfelf-  To  be  dilgraced  by  a  tide 
which  he  fhares  in  common  with  every  illuftrious  name  of  his  profeffion, 
with  Boerhaare,  with  Arbuthnot,  and  with  CuUen,  can  furely  diminifh  no 
man's  reputation.  It  is,  I  fuppofe,  to  the  doftorate,  from  which  he  (brinks, 
that  he  owes  his  right  of  praftifing  phyfick.  A  Doftor  of  Medicine  is  a 
phyfician  under  the  proteftion  of  the  laws,  and  by  the  ftamp  of  authority. 
The  phyfician  who  is  not  a  Doftor,  ufurps  a  profefllon,  and  is  authorifcd  only 
by .  himfelf  to  decide  upon  health  and  ficknefs,  and  life  and  death.  That 
this  gentleman  is  a  Dodlor,  his  diploma  makes  evident;  a*  diploma 
not  obtruded  upon  him,  but  obtained  by  folicitation,  and  for  which  fees  were 
paid.  With  what  countenance  any  man  can  refiife  the  title  which  he  has 
cither  begged  or  bought,  is  not  eafUy  difcovercd. 

**  All  verbal  injury  muft  comprife  in  it  either  fome  falfe  pofition,  or  fome 
unneceflary  declaration  of  defamatory  truth.  That  in  calling  him  Dodtor,  a 
falfe  appellation  was  given  him,  he  himfelf  will  not  pretend,  who  at  the  fame 
time  that  he  complaiils  of  the  tide,  would  be  offended  if  we  fuppofed  him  to 
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be  not  a  Doftor.  If  the  title  of  Doftor  be  a  defematory  truth,  it  is  time 
to  diflblve  our  colleges,  for  why  fhould  the  publick  give  falarics  to  mep  whofc 
approbation  is  reproach  ?  It  may  likewife  dcferve  the  notice  of  the  publick 
to  confider  what  help  can  be  given  to  the  profeflbrs  of  phyfick,  who  all 
fhare  with  this  unhappy  gentleman  the  ignominious  appellation,  and  of  whom 
the  very  boys  in  the  ftreet  are  not  afraid  to  fay,  There  goes  the  Dolfor. 

"  What  is  implied  by  the  term  Doftor  is  well  known.  It  diftinguilhes  him 
to  whom  it  is  granted,  as  a  man  who  has  attained  iuch  knowledge  of  his 
piofeffion  as  qualifies  him  to  inftruft  odiers.  A  Doftor-  of  Laws  is  a  man 
who  can  form  lawyers  by  his  precepts.  A  Doftor  of  Medicine  is  a  man  who 
can  teach  the.  art-  of  curing  difeafes.  There  is  an  old  axiom  which  no  man 
has  yet  thought  fit  to  deny.  Nil  dat  quod  non  habet.  Upon  this  principle  to  be  a 
Doftor  implies  Ikill,  for  nemo  docet  quod  non  didicit.  In  England,  whoever 
praftifes  phyfick,  not  being  a  Doftor,  muft  praftice  by  a  licence :  but  the 
doftorate  conveys  a  licence  in  itfelf. 

«  By  what  accident  it  happened  that  he  and  the  other  phyCcians  were 
mentioned  in  different  terms,  where  die  terms  themfelves  were  equivalent, 
or  where  in  efFeft  that  which  was  applied  to  him  was  the  more  honourable, 
perhaps  they  who  wrote  the  paper  cannot  now  remember.  Had  they 
cxpefted  a  lawfuit  to  have  been  the  confequence  of  fuch  petty  variation, 
I  hope  they  would  have  avoided  it '.  But,  probably,  as  they  meant  no  ill, 
they  fufpefted  no  danger,  and,  therefore,  conlulted  only  what  appeared  to 
thenri  propriety  or  convenience." 

A  few  days  afterwards  I  conlulted,  him  upon  a  caufe.  Pater/on  and  others 
againft  Alexander  and  others^  which  had  been  decided  by  a  cafting  vote  in  the 
Court  of  Seflion,  determining  that  the  Corporation  of  Stirling  was  corrupt, 
and  fetting  afide  the  eleftion  of  fome  of  their  officers,  becaufe  it  was  proved 
that  three  of  the  leading  men  who  influenced  the  majority,,  had  entered  into 
an  unjuftifiable  compaft,  of  which,  however,  the  majority  were  ignorant. 
He  diftated  to  me,  after  a  litde  confidtrarion,  the  following  fentences  upon 
the  fubjeft: 

"  There  Is  a  difference  between  majority  and  fuperiority;  majority  lis 
applied  to  number,  and  fuperiority  to  power ;  and  power  like  many  other 
things,  is  to  be  eflimated  non  numero  fed  pondere.  Now  though  the,  greater 
number  is   not  corrupt,   the  greater  weight  is  corrupt,    {6  that  corruption 

'  In  jttfiice  to  Dr.  Memis,  though  I  was  againft  him  as  an  Advocate^  I  mud  inention»  thar  he 
obje^ed  to  the  variation  very  earneftlyy  before  the  tranflation  was  printed  ofi; 
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predonrunates  in  the  boroughj  taken  coUeHivefyy  though,  perhaps,  taken  ^riS* 
numerical  J  the  greater  part  may  he  uncorrupt.  That  borough  which  is  fo  ^tat.  d^! 
conftituted  as  to  a£fc  corruptly,  is  in  the  eye  of  reafbn  corrupt,  whether  it  be  by 
the  uncontroukble  power  of  a  few,  or  by  an  accidental  prayity  of  the  multitude. 
The  objeftion,  in  which  is  urged  the  injuftice  of  making  the  innocent  fuffer 
with  the  guiky>  is  an  objeftion  not  only  againft  fociety,  but  againft  the 
poflibility  of  fociety.  All  focieties,  great  and  fmall,  fubfift  upon  this 
condition;  that  as  the  individuals  derive  advantages  from  union,  they  may 
likewife  fufFcr  inconveniences ;  that  as  thofc  who  do  nothing  and  Ibmetimes 
thofe  who  do  ill,  will  have  the  honours  and  emoluments  of  general  virtue  and 
general  prolperity,  fo  thofe  likewife  who  do  nothing  or  perhaps  do  weH,  muft 
be  involved  in  the  confequences  of  predominant  corruption/* 

This  in  my  opinion  was  a  very  nice  cafe  j  but  the  decifion  was  affirmed 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

On  Monday,  May  8,  we  went  together  and  vifited  the  manfions  of  Bedlam. 
I  had  been  informed  that  he  had  once  been  there  before  with  Mr.  Wedderburne, 
(now  Lord  Loughborough,)  Mr,  Murphy,  and  Mr.  Footc ;  and  I  had  heard 
Foote  give  a  very  entertaining  account  of  Johnfon's  happenbg  to  have  his 
attention  arretted  by  a  man  who  was  very  furious,  and  who,  while  beating  his 
flraw,  fuppofed  it  to  be  "William  Duke  of  Cumberland,  whom  he  was  puniffi-  . 
ing  for  his  cruelties  in  Scodand  in  1746.  There  was  nothing  peculiarly 
remarkable  this  day ;  but  the  general  contemplation  of  infanity  was  very  affeft- 
ing.     I  accompanied  him  home,  and  dined  and  drank  tea  with  him. 

Talking  of  an  acquaintance  of  ours,  diflinguiflied  for  knowing  an  uncommon 
variety  of  mifcellaneous  articles  both  in  antiquities  and  polite  literature,  he 
obferved,  "  You  know.  Sir,  he  runs  about  with  little  weight  upon  his  mind." 
And  talking  of  another  very  ingenious  gendeman,  who  from  the  warmth  of 
his  temper  was  at  variance  with  many  of  his  acquaintance,  and  wifhed  to 
avoid  them,  he  faid,  "  Sir,  he  leads  the  life  of  an  outlaw." 

On  Friday,  May  12,  as  he  had  been  fo  good  as  to  afTign  me  a  room  in 
his  houfe,  where  I  might  fleep  occafionally,  when  I  happened  to  (it  with 
him  to  a  late  hour,  I  took  pofleffion  of  it  this  night,  found  every  thing 
in  excellent  order,  and  was  attended  by  honefl  Francis  with  a  moft  civil 
afliduity.  I  afked  him  whether  I  might  go  to  a  confultation  with  anodier 
lawyer  upon  Sunday,  as  that  appeared  to  me  to  be  doing  work  as  much  in 
my  way,  as  if  an  artifan  fhould  work  on  the  day  appropriated  fqr  religious 
reft-  Johnson,  **•  Why,  Sir,  when  you  are  of  confequence  enough  to  oppofe 
the  praftice  of  confulting  upon  Sunday,  you  fhould  do  it :  but  you  may  go 

now 
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now.  It  is  not  crinninal,  though  it  is  not  what  one  fliould  do,  who  is  anxious 
for  the  prcfervation  and  increate  of  piety,  to  which  a  peculiar  obfcrvance  of 
Sunday  is  a  great  help.  The  diftinftion  is  clear  between  what  is  of  moral  and 
what  is  of  ritual  obligation." 

On  Saturday,  May  1 3,  I  breakfafted  with  him  by  invitation,  accompanied 
by  Mr.  Andrew  Crofbie,  a  Scotch  Advocate,  whom  he  had  feeft  at  Edinburgh, 
and  the  Hon.  Colonel  (now  General)  Edward  Stopford,  brother  to  Lord 
Couitown,  who  was  defirous  of  being  introduced  to  him.  His  tea  and  rolls 
and  butter,  and  whole  breakfaft  apparatus  were  all  in  fuch  decorum,  and  his 
behaviour  was  Co  courteous,  that  Colonel  Stopford  was  quite  furprized,  and 
wondered  at  his  having  heard  fo  much  faid  of  Johnfon's  flovenlinefs  and  rough- 
nefs.  I  have  preferved  nothing  of  what  pafled,  except  that  Cro/bie  plealed  Wm 
much  by  talking  learnedly  of  akhymy,  as  to  which  Johnfon  was  not  a  pdfitive 
unbeliever,  but  rather  delighted  in  confidering  what  progrefs  had  a6hially  been 
made  in  the  tranfinutation  of  metals,  what  near  approaches  there  had  been  to 
the  making  of  gold  j  and  told  us  that  it  was  affirmed,  that  a  perfon  in  the 
Ruflian  dominions  had  difcovered  the  fecret,  but  died  without  revealing  it,  as 
imagining  it  would  be  prejudicial  to  fociety.     He  added,  that  it  was  not 

impoffible  but  it  might  in  time  be  generally  known. 

•  It  being  alked  whether  it  was  reaibnable  for  a  man  to  be  angry  at  another 
whom  a  woman  had  preferred  to  him ; — ^Johnson.  "  I  do  not  fee.  Sir,  that  it 
is  reafonable  for  a  man  to  be  angry  at  another,  whom  a  woman  has  preferred 
to  him :  but  angry  he  is,  no  doubt  j  and  he  is  loath  to  be  angry  at  himlelf.*' 

Before  letting  out  for  Scodand  on  the  23d,  I  was  frequently  in  his  company 
at  difFefent  places,  but  during  this  period  have  recorded  only  two  remarks : 
one  concerning  Garrick :  "  He  has  not  Latin  enough.  He  finds  out  the 
Latin  by  the  meaning,  rather  than  the  meaning  by  the  Latin."  And  another 
concerning  writers  of  travels,  who,  he  obferved,  "were  more  defedivc  than 
apy  other  writers." 

I  pafled  many  hours  with  him  on  the  17  th,  of  which  I  find  all  my  memo- 
rial is,  "  much  laughing."  It  would  feem  he  had  that  day  been  in  a  humour 
for  jocularity  and  merriment,  and  upon  fuch  occafions  I  never  kne^  a  man 
laugh  more  heartily.  We  may  fuppofe,  that  the  high  relifh  of  a  ftate  fo  dif- 
ferent from  his  habitual  gloom,  produced  more  than  ordinary  exertions  of  that 
diftinguilhing  faculty  of  man,  which  has  puzzled  philoibphers  fo  much  to 
explain.  Johnfon's  laugh  was  as  reniarkable  as  any  circumftance  in  his  man- 
ner. It  was  a  kind  of  good  humoured  growl.  Tom  Davics  described  it 
droUy  enough :  "  He  laughs  like  a  rhinoceros*"  . 

To 
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To  James  Boswell^  E/q. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  M  A  K  E  no  doubt  but  you  are  now  fafely  lodged  in  your  own  habi- 
tation, and  have  told  all  your  adventures  to  Mrs.  Bofwell  and  Mifs  Veronica. 
Pray  teach  Veronica  to  love  me.     Bid  her  not  nnind  mamma. 

"  Mrs.  Thrale  has  taken  cold,  and  been  very  much  difordered,  but  I  hope 
is  grown  well.  Mr.  Langton  went  yefterday  to  Lincolnlhire,  and  has  invited 
Nicolaida  *  to  follow  him.  Beauclerk  talks  of  going  to  Bath.  I  am  to  fct 
out  on  Monday  j  fo  there  is  nothjng  but  difperfion. 

"  I  have  returned  Lord  Hailes's  entertaining  fheets,  but  mxjft  ftay  till  I 
come  back  for  more,  becaufe  it  will  be  inconvenient  to  fend  them  after  me  in 
my  vagrant  ftate. 

"  I  promifed  Mrs.  Macaulay  ^  that  I  would  try  to  ferve  her  fon  at  Oxford* 
I  have  not  forgotten  it,  nor  am  unwilling  to  perform  it.  If  they  defire  to 
give  him  an  Englilh  education,  it  fhould  be  confidered  whether  they  cannot 
fend  him  for  a  year  or  two  to  an  Englifh  fchool.  If  he  comes  immediately 
from  Scodand,  he  can  make  no  figure  in  our  Univerfities.  The  fchools  in 
the  north,  I  believe^  are  cheap  j  and,  when  I  was  a  young  man,  were  emi- 
nently good. 

"  There  are  two  litde  books  publiflied  by  the  Foulis,  Telemachus  and 
Collinses  Poems,  each  a  Ihilling ;  I  would  be  glad  to  have  them. 

"  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Bofwell,  though  fhe  does  not  love  me* 
You  fee  what  perverfe  things  ladies  are,  and  how  litde  fit  to  be  trufted  with 
feudal  eftates.  When  Ihe  mends  and  loves  me,  there  may  be  more  hope  of 
her  daughters. 

"  I  will  not  fend  compliments  to  my  friends  by  name,  becaufe  I  would  be: 
loath  to  leave  any  out  in  the  enumeration.  Tell  them,  as  you  fee  them,  how 
well  I  Ipeak  of  Scotch  politenefs,  and  Scotch  holpitality,  and  Scotch  beauty^ 
and  of  every  thing  Scotch,  but  Scotch  oat-cakes  and  Scotch  prejudices. 

**  Let  me  know  the  anfwer  of  Raiay,  and  the  decifion  relating  to  Sir 
Allan  *.     I  am^  my  deareft  Sir,  with  great  afFe6tion> 

*^  Your  moft  obliged  and  moil  humble  fervant, 

•*  May27,  1775.  ^  SaM.   JOHNSON^.'* 

♦  A  learned  Greek. 

*  Wife  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Kenneth  Macaulay^  authoar  of  "  The  Hillory  of  St.  Kilda.'* 
^  A  law-fuit  carried  on  by  Sir  Allan  Maclean,  Chief  of  hi»  Clan>  to  recover  certain  parts  of 

bis  family  eflate  from  the  Duke  of  Argyle» 

Z.  A^r 
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After  my  return  to  Scotland^  I  wrote  three  letters  to  him,  from  which  I 
extraft  the  following  paflkges  : 

<*  1  have  feen  Lord  Hailes  fincc  I  came  down.  He  thinks  it  wonderful 
that  you  arc  pleafed  to  take  fo  much  pains  in  revifing  his  *  Annals/  I  told 
him  that  you  faid  you  were  well  rewarded  by  the  entertainment  which  you  had 
in  reading  them." 

"  There  has  b^cn  a  numerous  flight  of  Hebrideans  in  Edinburgh  this 
fummcr,  whom  I  have  been  happy  to  entertain  at  my  houfe.  .Mr,  Donald 
Macqueen  ^  and  Lord  Monboddo  fupped  with  me  one  evening.  They  joined 
in  controverting  your  propofition,  that  the  Gaelick  of  the  Highlands  and  Iflcs 
of  Scotland  was  not  written  tiU  of  late." 

"  My  mind  has  been  fomewhat  dark  this  fummer.  I  have  need  of  your 
warming  and  vivifying  rays  -,  and  I  hope  I  Qiall  have  then^frequcntly.  I  am 
going  to  pafs  fome  time  with  my  father  at  Auchinleck." 

7*0  James  BoswelLj  j^. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

**  I  A  M  now  returned  from  the  annual  ramble  into  the  middle  counties. 
Having  feen  nothing  that  I  had  not  feen  before,  I  have  nothing  to  relate.  Time 
has  left  that  pare  of  the  ifland  few  antiquities ;  and  commerce  has  left  the 
people  no  (ingularities.  I  was  glad  to  go  abroad,  and,  perhaps,  glad  to  come 
home ;  which  is,  in  other  words,  I  was,  I  am  afraid,  weary  of  being  ac  home, 
and  weary  of  being  abroad.  Is  not  this  the  date  of  life  ?  But,  if  we  confeis 
this  wearinefs,  let  us  not  lament  it  -,  for  all  the  wife  and  all  the  good  fay,  that 
we  may  cure  it. 

"  For  the  black  fumes  which  rife  in  your  mind,  I  can  preicribe  nothing 
but  that  you  difperie  them  by  honcft  buTinefs  or  innocent  pleafure,  and  by 
reading  fometimes  eafy  and  fometimes  ferious.  Change  of  place  is  ufeful ; 
and  I  hope  that  your  refidence  at  Auchinleck  will  have  many  good  effefts. 

"  That  I  Ihould  have  given  pain  to  Ralay,  I  am  fincerely  forry  5  and  am 
therefore  very  much  pleafed  that  he  is  no  longer  uneafy.  He  fHll  thinks  that 
I  have  reprefentcd  him  as  perfonally  giving  up  the  Chieftainfhip.  I  meant 
only  that  it  was  no  longe  rcontcfled  between  the  two  houfes,  and  fuppoled  it 

7  A  very  learned  mlniiler  in  the  Ifle  of  Sky,  whom  both  Dr.  Johnfon  and  I  have  mentioned 
*  with  regard. 
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fettled,  perhaps,  by  the  ceflTion  of  fome  remote  generation,  in  the  houfe  of     '77?' 
Dunvegan.     I  am  fony  the  advertifement  was  not  continued  for  three  or  four  jEtat.  66. 
times  in  the  papers. 

"  That  Lord  Monboddo  and  Mr.  Macqueen  fhould  controvert  a  pofition 
contrary  to  the  imaginary  intereft  of  literary  or  national  prejudice,  might  be 
eafily  imagmed  j  but  of  a  Handing  faft  there  ought  to  be  no  controverfy:  If 
there  are  men  with  tails,  catch  an  homo  caudattu  j  if  there  was  writing  of 
old  in  the  Highlands  or  Hebrides,  in  the  Erfe  language,  produce  the 
manufcripts.  Where  men  write,  they  will  write  to  one  another,  and  fome  of 
their  letters,  in  families  ftudious  of  their  anceftry,  will  be  kept.  In  Wales 
there  are  many  manufcripts. 

"  I  have  now  jhrec  parcels  of  Lord  Hailes's  hiftory,  which  I  purpoie  to 
return  all  the  next  week :  that  his  refpefl:  for  my  little  obfervations  fliould 
keep  his  work  in  fufpenfe,  makes  one  of  the  evils  of  my  journey.  It  is  in 
•our  language,  I  think,  a  new  mode  of  hiflbry,  which  tells  all  that  is 
wanted,  and,  I  fuppofei  all  that  is  known,  yrithout  laboured  fplendour  of 
language,  or  affefted  fobtilty  of  conjefture.  The  exadnefs  of  his  dates 
raifes  my  wonder.  He  feerris  to  have  the  clofenefe  of  Henault  without  his 
conftraint. 

**  Mrs.  Thrale  was  fo  entertained  with  your  *  Journal ','  that  Ihc  almoft 
read  herfelf  hlind.     She  has  a  great  regard  for  you. 

•*  Of  Mrs.  Bofwell,  though  (he  knows  in  her  heart  that  ihe  does  not  love 
me,  I  am  always  glad  to  hear  any  good,  and  hope  that  fheand  the  little 
dear  ladies  will  have  neither  ficknefs  nor  any  other  affli£Uon.  But  fhe  knows 
that  fhe  does  not  care  what  becomes  of  me,  and  for  that  fhe  may  be  fure 
that  I  think  her  very  much  to  blame« 

**  Never,  my  dear  Sir,  do  you  take  it  into  your  head  to  diink  that  I  do 
not  love  you  j  you  may  fettle  yourfelf  in  full  confidence  both  of  my  love 
and  my  efteem ;  I  love  you  as  a  kind  man,  I  value  you  as  a  worthy  man, 
and  hope  in  time  to  reverence  you  as  a  man  of  exemplary  piety.  I  hold 
you  as  Hamlet  has  it,  ^  in  my  heart  of  heart,'  and,  therefore,  it  is  little  t% 
fay,  that  I  am.  Sir, 

**  Your  affeftionate  humble  fervant, 

««  London,  Auguft,  27,  1775,  Sam.Johnso N.'* 


^My  **  Jooinal  of  j  Tonr  to  tlie  Hebrides/'  which  that  lady  read  in  the  original  numofcript." 
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To  the  fame. 
«  Sir, 

*^  IF  in  thefe  papers*,  there  is  litdc  alteration  attempttdi  do  not 
luppofe  me  negligent.  I  have  read  them  perhaps  more  clofely  than  the  reft  i 
but  I  find  nothing  worthy  of  an  objeftion. 

"  Write  to  me  foon,  and  write  often,  and  tell  me  all  your  honeft  heart* 

"  I  am,  Sir, 

"  Your*&  afieftionately, 

"  Auguftao,  r775,  SaM.  JohnsoN.** 


To  the  fame. 
"  My  DEAR  Sir,    '     * 

*'  I  NOW  write  to  you,  left  in  fome  of  yom*  freaks  and  humours  you 
fhould  Omcy  yourfelf  negle6ted.  Such  fancies  I  muft  entreat  you  never  to 
admit,  at  leaft  never  to.  indulge,  for  my  r^ard  for  you  is  ib  radicated  aod 
fixed,  that  it  is  become  part^of  my  mind,  and  cannot  be  efiaccd  but  by 
jbme  cauie  uncommonly  violent  \  therefore,  whether  I  write  or  not,  &t  your 
thoughts  at  reft.  I  now  write  to  tell  you  that  I  Ihall  not  very  &oa  wricc 
again,  for  I  am  to  iet  out  to-morrow  on  another  journey. 

^.  Your  friends  are  all  well  at  Streadiam,  and  in  Leicefter-fields.     Make 
my  compliments  to  M rs»  Bofwell,    if  flie  is  in  good  humour  with  me. 

''  I  am.  Sir,  &c. 
"  September  14,  1775*  Saw.  JaHWSON.** 

What  he  mentions  in  foch  light  terms  as»  ^  I  am  to  iet  out  txy-moTvo^ 

on  another  journeys"   I  foon  aftserwavds  difoovered  iv^  no  lels  than  3  tour  to 

France  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale.    This  was  the  only  time  in  his  fife 

that  he  went  upoa  die  Continent. 

• 
To  Br.  Samuel  Johnson. 

Edinburgh,  OA.  24,  1775* 

^  My  dear  Sia, 

"  I F  I  had  not  been  informed  that  you  were  at  Paris,  you  fliould 
have  had  a  letter  from  me  by  the  earlieft  opportunity,  announcing  the  birth 

*  Another  parcel  of  Lord  Hailes's  **  Annals  of  Scotland." 

of 


THE    LIFE    Ot    DR.    JOHNSOK-  499 

oF  my  Son,  on  the  9th  inftant  j  I  have  named  him  Alexander,  after  my  father.      « 77;- 
I  now  write,  as  I  fuppofe  your  fellow  traveller,  Mr.  Thrale,  will  return  to  ^tat~66v 
London  this  week  to  attend  his  duty  in  parliament,  and  that  you  will  not 
ftay  behind  him. 

'  I  fend  another  parcel  of  Lord  Hailes's  ^  Annals.'^  I  have  undertaken  to 
folicit  you  for  a  favour  to  him,  which  he  thus  requeits  in  a  letter  to  me  t 
^*  I  intend  foon  to  give  you  the  *  Life  of  Robert  Bruce,*  which  you  will  be 
pleafed  to  tranfmit  to  Dn  Johnfon.  I  wifh  that  you  could  affift  me  in 
a  fancy  which  I  have  taken,  of  getting  Dr.  Johnfon  to  draw  a  character  of 
Robert  Bruce,  from  the  account  that  I  give  of  that  prince.  If  he  finds 
materials  for  it  in  my  work,  it  will  be  a  proof  that  I  have  been  fortunate  in 
feledling  the  moft  ftriking  incidents.' 

**  I  fuppofe  by  *  The  Life  of  Robert  Bmce^  his  Lordfhip  means  that  part 
of  his  ^  Annab'  which  relates  the  hiftory  of  that  prince,  and  not  a  feparate 
work. 

^  Shan  we  have  "  A  Journey  to  Paris**  from  you  in  the  winter?  You  will, 
I  hope,  at  any  rate  be  kind  enough  to  give  me  fome  account  of  your  French 
travels  very  foon,  for  I  am  very  impatient.  What  a  different  fcenc  have 
you  viewed  this  autumn>  from  that  which  you  Viewed  in  autumn  1773) 
I  ever  am^  my  dear  Sir> 

Your  much  obliged,  and  afieffcionate  humble  iervant, 

«  Jambs  Boswell*** 

To  JakIis  Boswsll,  Efq. 

•^  Dear  Sir> 

**  I  A  M  glad  that  the  young  Laird  is  born,  and  an  end,  as  I  hope,  piit 
to  the  only  difference  that  you  can  ever  have  with  Mrs.  Bofwell'.  I  know 
that  ihe  does  not  love  me,  but  I  intend  to  perfift  in,wifhing  her  well  till  I 
get  the  better  of  her. 

"  Paris  is,  indeed,  a  place  very  different  from  the  Hebrides,  bilt  it  is  to  a 
hafly  traveller  not  fo  fertile  of  novelty,  nor  affords  fo  many  opportunities  of 
remark.  I  cannot  pretend  to  tell  the  publick  any  thing  of  a  place  better 
known  to  many  of  my  readers  than  to  myfelf.  We  can  talk  of  it  when  we 
meet. 

'^ .  I  fhall  go  next  week  to  Streatham,  from  whence  I  purpofe  to  fend  ar 
parcel  of  the  *  Hiftory'  every  pofl.     Concerning  the  charafter  of  Bruce,  t 

*  This  alMci  to  017  old  feudal  principle  of  picferring  nude  to  femak  fttcceSoDk 

S    8   S    a  "CQitl 


\ 


5P0  THE     LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

»77J-      can  only  fay,  that  I  do  not  fee  any  great  reaibn  for  writing  it,  but  I  jSiaIl.nor 
^^/j^  cafily  deny  what  Lord  Hailes  and  you  concur  in  defiling. 

^^  I  have  beea  remarkably  healthy  all  the  journey,  and  hope  you  and  your 
faniily  have  known  only  that  trouble  and  danger  which  has  fb  happily 
terminated.  Among  all  the  congratulations  that  you.  may  receive,.  I  hope 
you  believe  none  more  warm  or  fincerc,  than  thofe  of,  dear  Sir, 

'^  Your  moft:  affeftionate, 

"  November,  fd,  1 775.  S  a  M.  J  O  H  N  S  O  N J' 

To  Mrs.  Lvc.Y  Porter,  in  Lichfield ^.. 

«  Dear  Madam, 

"  THIS  week  I  came  home  from  Paris.  I  have  brought  ^you  a- 
Etde  box,  which.  I  thought  pretty ;  but  I  know  not  whether  it  is  properly  a 
fiiufF-box,  or  a  box  for  fome  other  ufe^^  I  will  fend  it,  when  I  can  find  an 
.  opportunity.  I  have  been  through  die  whole  journey  remarkably  well.  My 
fellow-travellers  were  the  fame  whom  you  faw  at  Lichfield,  only  we  took 
Baretti  with  us.  Paris  is  not  {o  fine  a  place  as  you  would  expeft.  The 
palaces  and  churches,  however,  arc  very  iplendid  and  magnificent;  and  what 
would  pleafe  you,  there  are  many  very  fine  pidtures ;  but  I  do  hot  think 
their  way  of  life  commodious  or  pleafant.. 

*'  Let  me  know  how  your  health  has  been  all  this  while..  I  hope  the  fine 
furnmer  has  given  you  ftrength  fufficient  to  encounter  the  winten 

"  M^e  my  compliments  to  all  my  friends  j  and,  if  your  fingers  will  let 
you,  write  to  me,  or  let  your  maid  write,  if  it  be  troublefome  to  you,  L 
am,  dear  Madam, 

'^  Your  moft  afie£tionate  humble  fervant, 

«'  Nov.  169  1X75*  Sam*  J O-H »SjON.'*; 


Ta  the  famci 

"  Dear  Madam-, 

"SO  ME  weeks  ago  I  wrote  to  you,  to  tell  you  that  I  was  juft  come 
home  from  a  ramble,  and  hoped  that  Ilhould  have  heard  from  you.  -I  am 
afraid  winter  has  laid  hold'  on  your  fingers,  and  hinders  you  from  writing. 
However,  let  fomebody  write,  if  you  cannot,,  and  tcU  me  how  you  do,  and  a: 

^  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  many  yean  previous  to  177$;  he  correfponded  with  this  l^dy» 
who  was  his  ftep-daughter,  but  none  of  his  eariier  letters  to  her  have  been  preferved. 

litder 
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litde  of  what  has  happened  at  Lichfield  among  our  friends.    I  hope  you 
are  all  well. 

"  When  I  was  in  France,  I  thought  myfclf  growing  young,  but  am  afraid 
that  cold  weather  will  take  part  of  my  new  vigour  from  me.  Let  us,  how- 
ever, take  care  of  ourfelves,  and  Ipfe  no  part  of  our  health  by  negligence. 

**  I  never  knew  whether  you  received  the  Commentary  on  the  New  Tcfta- 
ment,  and  the  Travels,  and  the  glafies. 

"  Do,  my  dear  love,  write  to  me ;  and  do  not  let  us  forget  each  other. 
This  is  the  feafon  of  good  wifhes>  and  I  wifli  you  all  gpodw  I  have  not  lately 
feen  Mr.  Porter  *,  nor  heard  of  him^    Is  he  with  you  ?• 

**  Be  pleafed  to  make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Adey,  and  Mrs.  Cobb,, 
and  all  my  friends,  s  and  when  I  can  do  any  good,  let  me  know.  I  am,  dear 
Madam, 

«<  Yours  moft  afie&ionately,. 

"  December,  1775,  •  .  Sam.  JohnSON.'** 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  he  did  not  write  an  account  of  his  travels  in  France;, 
for  as  he  is  reported  to  have  once  faid,  that  "  he  could  write  the  Life  of  a 
Broomftick,"  fo,  notwithftanding  fo  many  former  traveUers  have  exhaufled: 
almoft  every  thing  fubjcft  for  remark  in  that  great  kingdom,  his  very  accurate 
obftrvation,  and  peculiar  vigour  of  thought  and  illuftration,  would  have  pro- 
duced a  valuable  work.  During  his  vifit  to  it,  which  lafted  but  about  two 
months,  he  wrote  notes  or  minutes  of  what  he  llaw.  He  promifed  to  fliew 
me  them,  but  I  neglefted  to  put  him  in  mind  of  it;  and  the  greateft  part  of 
them  have  been  Idl,  or,  perhaps,  dcftroycd  in  that  precipitate  burning  of  his 
papers  a  few  days  before  his  death,  which  mull  ever  be  lamented  :  One  fmall 
paper-book,  however,  entided  ^  France,  II.'^  has  been  preferved,,  and  is  in 
my  pofTeflion.  It  is  a  diurnal  regifter  of  his  life  and  oblervations,  from  the 
loth  of  Oftober  to  the  4th  of  November,  inclufivci  being  twenty-fix  days ; 
and  fhews  an  extraordinary  attention  to  various ,  minute  particulars.  Being. 
the  only  memorial  of  this  tour  that  remains,  my  readers,  I  am  confident^ 
will  perufe  it  with  pleafure,  diough  his  notes  are  very  fliort,  and  evidently 
written  only  to  aflill:  his  own^ecolleAion. 

^  Oct.  10.  Tuefday.    We  faw  the  Ecole  ASlitairey  in  which  one  hundred 
and  fifty  young  boys  are  educated  for  the  army.     They  have  arms  of  different 

'  Son  of  Mrs.  Johnfon,  by  her  firft  hufl^and. 

fizes, 


Sb% 


THE    LIFE    Of    DR.    JOHNSQM. 

fizcs,  according  to  the  age; — flints  of  wood.  The  building  is  very  large,  but 
nothing  fine,  except  the  council-room.  The  French  have  large  fquares  in  the 
windows ; — they  make  good  iron  palifades.     Their  meals  arc  grofs. 

«  Wc  vifited  the  Obfervatory,  a  large  building  of  a  great  height.  The 
upper  ftones  of  the  parapet  very  large,  but  not  cramped  with  iron.  The  flat 
on  the  top  is  very  extenfive  -,  but-  on  the  infulated  part  there  is  no  parapet* 
Though  it  was  broad  enough,  I  did  not  Xarc  to  go  upon  it.  Maps  were  print- 
ing in  one  of  the  rooms. 

"  We  walked  to  3,  fmali  convent  of  the  Fathers  of  the  Oratory.  In  the 
reading-defk  of  the  refeftory  lay  the  Lives  of  the  Saints. 

«*  Oft.  II.  Wednefday.  We  went  to  fee  Wfel  dc  Cbatlois,  a  houfe  not 
very  large,  but  very  elegant.  One  of  the  rooms  was  ^It  to  a  degree  that  I 
never  faw  before.     The  upper  part  for  lervants  and  their  mailers  was  pretty. 

"  Thence  we  went  to  Mr.  Monville's,  a  houfe  divided  into  fmall  apart^ 
mcnts,  furnilhed  with  efieminate  and  minute  elegance.— Porphyry. 

*'  Thence  we  went  to  St.  Roque's  church,  which  is  very  large  j — ^the  lower 
part  of  the  pillars  incrufled  with  marble.— Three  chapels  behind  the  high 
'altar  j— the  laft  a  mafs  of  low  arches.— Altars,  1  believe,  all  round, 

"  We  paflcd  through  Place  de  VendSmCy  a  fine  fquare,  about  as  big  as 
Hanover-fquare.—f Inhabited  by  the  high  families, — Lewis  XIV,  on  horfeback 
in  the  middle* 

"  Monvillfi  is  the  fpn  of  a  farmer-general.  In  the  houfe  of  Chatlois  is  a 
room  furnilhed  with  japan,  fitted  up  in  Europe. 

«  We  dined  with  Boccage,  the  Marquis  Blanchettij  and  his  lady.— The 
fwectmeats  taken  by  the  Marchionefs  Blanchetti,  after  obferving  that  they  werf 
dear. — Mr.  Le  Roy,  Count  Manucci  the  Abbe,  the  Prior,  and  Father  Wilfon, 
who  ftaid  with  me,  till  J  took  him  home  in  the  coach, 
Bathiani  is  gone* 

The  French  have  no  laws  for  the  maintenance  of  their  poor. — ^Monk  not 
neceffarily  a  prieft. — Benediftines  rife  at  four  \ — ^are  at  church  an  hour  and  haKj 
at  church  again  half  an  hour  before,  half  an  hour  after  dinner  j  and  again  from 
half  an  hour  after  feven  to  eight.  They  may  fleep  eight  hours»*^Bodily  labour 
wanted  in  monafteries, 

"  The  poor  taken  to  hospitals,  and  miferably  kept.— Monks  in  the  convent 
fifteen  '.-—accounted  poor, 

"  Oft.  I  a.  Thurfday,  We  went  to  the  Gobclin$. — ^Tapeftry  makes  a  good 
pidlure  i— imitates  flelh  exadUy. — One  piece  with  a  gold  ground  \ — the  birds 
not  exaftly  coloured,— -Thence  we  went  to  the  King's  cabinet  i*— very  nealkj 

not| 
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not,  perhaps,  perfed.— Gold  ore.—- Candles  of  the  candle-tree.— Seeds.—  «77^' 
Woods.— Thence  to  Gagnier's  houie,  where  I  faw  rooms  nine,  furnifhed  with  jgtai"  66, 
a  profufion  of  wealth  and  elegance  which  I  never  have  fcen  before. — ^Vafes.— 
Ph£ture,s. — The  dragon  china.— The  luftrc  faid  to  be  of  cryftal,  and  to  have 
coft  3,5001. — The  whole  furniture  faid  to  have  coft  i25,oooL— •Damaflc 
hangings  covered  with  pictures.— Porphyry-— This  houfc  ftnick  me.-^Then 
we  waited  Oft  the  ladies  Co  Monville's.— Captain  Irwm  with  us  ^.— Spain.  Corumy 
towns  all  beggars-^— At  Dijon  he  could  not  find  the  way  to  Orleans.^— Crofe 
roads  of  France  very  bad, — Five  P>kHers.— Woman.— Sddiers  elcaped.— 
The  Colonel  would  not  iufe  fiv.;  men  for  the  death  of  one  woman.— The 
magiftrate  cannot  fcize  a  foWier  but  by  the  Colonel's  permiffion,— <jood  inn  at 
Nifmcs.- Moors  of  Barbary  fond  of  Englifhmen.-^ Gibraltar  eminently 
healthy  i— it  has  be4:f  from  Baibary, — Thcje  is  a  large  garden.- Soldiers 
fomedmes  fall  from  the  rock. 

**  Oft.  13.  Friday.  1  (laid  at  honF>€  all  day,  otriy  went  to  find  the  Prior,  who- 
was  not  at  home- — ^I  read  fomcthing  in  Canus  7. — ^Nic  aJmir^r,  nee  muhum  laudo. 

"  Oft.  14.  Saturday.  We  went  to  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Argenfon,  which 
was  ahnoft  wainicotted  with  looking-glafles,  and  covered  with  gold. — ^Thc 
ladies'  cloiet  wainfcottcd  with  large  fquares  of  glafs  over  painted  paper.  They- 
always  place  mirrours  to  refleft  their  rooms. 

"  Then  we  went  to  Julien's,  the  Treafurer  of  the  Clergy: — 30,0001.  a' 
year.— The  houfe  has  no  very  large  room,  but  is  fet  with  mirrours,  and 
covered  with  gdd. — ^Books  of  wood  here,  and  in  another  library. 

"  At  D *s  I  looked  into  the  books  in  the  lady's  clofet,  and,  in  con- 
tempt, ftiewed  them  to  Mr.  T.^ — Prince  TUi;  Bibl  des  FeeSy  and  other  books.— 
She  was  offended,  and  fhut  up,  as  we  heard  afterwards,  her  apartment. 

"  Then  we  went  to  Julien  Le  Roy,  the  King's  watch-maker,  a  man  of 
charafter  in  his  bufinefs,  who  fhewed  a  fmall  clock  made  to  find  the  longi- 
tude.— A  decent  man. 

**  Afterwards  we  faw  the  Palais  Marcband^  and  the  Courts  of  Juftice,  civil, 
and  criminal. — Queries  on  the  SelleUe.-^This  building  has  the  old  Gothick- 
paffages,  and  a  great  appearance  of  andquity.— Three  hundred  prilbners  fome- 
times  in  the  gaol. 

**  Much  difturbed  ;-!-hope  no  ill  wifl  be  '.. 

^  Hie  reft  of  this  paiagraph  appears  to  be  a  minute  of  what  was  told  by  Captain  Irwia. 

^  Melchior  Canus,  a  celebrated  Spanifh  Dominican,  who  died  at  Toledo,  in  1560.     He 
wrote  a  treatife  De  Locis  Tbeologicisj  in  twelve  books. 

'  This  parage,   whkh  fome  may  think  foperftitious,  reminds  me  of  Archblftiop  Laud's 
Diary* 

6  <«'  In 
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« 775-         ^'  In  the  afternoon  I  vifited  Mr.  Freron  the  joumalift.   He  fpoke  Latin  veiy 

JEtat'.  66^  fcanaly,    but  fcemed  to  underftand  me. — His  houfe  not  ^lendid^    but  of 

commodious  fize, — His  family,  mfe,  fon,  and  daughter,  not  elevated  but 

decent. — I  was  pleafed  with  my  reception,  — H^  is  to  tranflate  my  book,  which 

I  am  to  fend  him  with  notes. 

<'  06t.  15.  Sunday.  At  Choifi,  a  royal  palace  on  the  banks  of  the  Seine, 
about  7  m.  from  Paris. — ^The  terrace  noble  along  the  river. — The  rooms 
iRumerous  and  grand,  but  not  difcriminated  from  other  palaces.^-^The  chapel 
beautiful,  but  fmall.-— China  globes.— Inlaid  table.— Labyrinth.— Sinking 
table. — ^Toilet  tables. 

"  Oft.  16.  Monday.  The  Palais  Royal  very  grand,  large,  and  lofty.— A 
▼ery  great  coUeftion  of  pidturcs.— -Three  of  Raphael.— Two  Holy  Family-— 
One  fmall  piece  of  M.  Angelo. — One  room  of  Rubens. — I  thou^t  the  pic- 
tures of  Raphael  frne. 

«  The  Thuilleries. — Statues. — ^Venus.— ^n.  and  Anchifcs  in  his  arms. — 
Nilus. — Many  more. — The  walks  not  open  to  meanperlbns. — Chairs  at  night 
hired  for  two  fous  1  piece. — Pont  tournant. 

'•  Auftin  Nuns. — Grate. — Mrs.  Fermor,  Abbefs. — She  knew  Pope,  and 
thought  him  difagreeable.-^Mrs.  '  has  many  bwoks  j— has  feen  life.— 

Their  frontlet  difagreeablc. — Their  hood; — Their  life  eafy* — Rife  about  five ; 
hour  and  half  in  chapeL — Dine  at  ten. — Another  hour  and  half  at  chapel; 
half  an  hour  about  three,  and  half  an  hour  more  at  feven : — four  hours  in 
chapel. — A  large  garden.— Thirteen  pcnfioners.— Teacher  complained. 

^^  At  the  Boulevards  ^wiiothing,  yet  was  gkd  to  be  there. — Rope-dancing 
and  farce. — ^E^  dance. 

"  N.  [Note.3  Near  Paris,  whedier  on  week-days  or  Sundays,  the  imds 
jempty. 

•*«  Oft.  17.  Tueftlay.   At  die  Palais  Marchand. — ^I  bou^t 
A  Ihuff-box,  24  L, 
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"  We  heard  the  lawyers  plead.— ^N.  As  many  killed  at  Paris  as  there  arc 
days  in  the  year. — Cbambre  de  queftim. — Toumelle  at  the  Palais  Marchand.— 
An  old  venerable  building. 

"  The  Palais  Bourbon^  belonging  to  the  Prince  of  Conde.     Only  one 

fmall  wing  fhown  j — lofty  j  —  ipkndid  \ — ^gold  and  glafs. — The  battles  of  the 

I  2  great 
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great  Condc  are  painted  in  one  of  the  rooms*   The  prefcnt  Prince  a  grandfire 
at  thirty-nine. 

**  The  fight  of  palaces,  and  other  great  buildings,  leaves  no  very  diftifift 
images,  unlels  to  thofe  who  talk  of  them,  and  imprefs  them.  *  As  I  entered, 
my  wife  was  in  my  mind  ^ :  Ihe  would  have  been  pleafed.  Having  now 
nobody  to  pleafe,  I  am  little  pleafed. 

**  N.  In  France  there  is  no  middle  rank. 

*'  So  many  fhops  open,  that  Sunday  is  little  diftinguiftied  at  Paris.— The 
palaces  of  Louvre  and  Thuilleries  granted  out  in  lodgings. 

*'  In  the  Palais  de  Bourhoriy  gilt  globes  of  metal  at  the  fire-place. 

**  The  French  beds  commended.— Much  of  the  marble,  only  pafte. 

*^  The  Colofleum  a  mere  wooden  building,  at  leaft  much  of  it. 

*^  Oft.  18.  Wednefday.  We  went  to  Fontainebleau,  which  we  found  a 
large  mean  town,  crouded  with  people. — The  foreft  thick  with  woods,  very 
cxtenfive.— Manucci  fecured  us  lodging. — The  appearance  of  the  country 
pleafant. — No  hills,  few  ftreams,  only  one  hedgc.^-I  remember  no  chapels 
nor  crofics  on  the  road. — Pavement  ftill,  and  rows  of  trees. 

**  N.  Nobody  but  mean  people  walk  in  Paris. 

«  Od.  19.  Thurfday.  At  court,  we  faw  the  apartniehts ;— the  King's  bed- 
chamber and  council-chamber  extremely  fplendid. — ^Perfons  of  all  ranks  in 
the  external  rooms  through  which  the  family  paflesi — ^fervants  and  maftecs.— 
Brunet  with  us  the  iecond  time. 

"  The  introduftor  came  to  us ;— civil  to  me.— Prefenting. — I  had  fcruplcs. 

Not  neceflary.— We    went   and    faw  the   King  and   Queen    at  dinner.— 

.  We  faw  the  other  ladies  at  dinner — ^Madame  Elizabeth,  with  the  Princefi  of 

Guimenc.— At  night  we  went  to  a  comedy.     I  neither  faw  nor  heand.^* 

Drunken  women.— Mrs.  Th.  preferred  one  to  the  other. 

**  Oa.  20.  Friday.  We  faw  the  Queen  mount  in  the  foreft.— Brown 
habit;  rode  afide:  one  lady  rode  afide.— The  Queen's  horfc  light  grey;— 
martingale.— She  galloped. — ^Wc  then  went  to  the  apartments,  and  admired 
them. — ^Then  wandered  through  the  palace.— In  the  pafiages,  ftalls  and  fhops.— i* 
Painting  in  frefco  by  a  great  matter,  worn  out.— We  faw  the  King's  horfes 
and  dogs. — The  dogs  almoft  all  Englilh. — Degenerate. 

«  The  horfes  not  much  commended. — ^The  ftables  cool ;  the  kennel  filthy. 

'<  At  night  the  ladies  went  to  the  opera.  I  refufod^  but  fhould  have  been 
welcome. 

<  His  tender  affection  for  his  departed  wife,  of  which  there  are  many  eyidencet  in  hit 
***  Prayers  and  Meditations^"  appean  very  feelingly  in  this  paiQagt. 

T  t  t  "  The 
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^  The  King  fed  himfelf  with  his  left  hand  as  we,     . 

"  Saturday,  21.  In  the  night  I  got  ground.— We  came  home  to  Paris. — 
I  think  we  did  not  fee  the  chapel.— Tree  broken  by  the  wind. — ^The  French 
chairs  made  all  of  boards  painted. 

"  N.  Soldiers  at  the  court  of  juftice. — Soldiers  not  amenable  to  the 
magiftrates.-^Dijon  woman  '• 

**  Faggots  in  the  palace.— Every  thing  flovenly,  except  in  the  chief  rooms. 
—Trees  in  the  roads,  Ibme  tall,  none  old,  many  very  young  and  fmall. 

"  Women's  faddles  feem  ill  made.— Queen's  bridle  woven  with  filver.— 
Tags  to  ftrike  the  horfe. 

"  Sunday,  Oft.  22.  To  Verfailles,  a  mean  town. — Carriages  of  bufinefs 
pafling. — Mean  fhops  againft  the  wall.— Our  way  lay  through  Scvc,  where 
the  China  manufadture. — ^Wooden  bridge  at  Scve,  in  the  way  to  Verfailles.— 
The  palace  of  great  extent. — The  front  long ;  I  faw  it  not  perfeftly. — The 
Menagerie.  Cygnets  dark;  their  black  feet ;  on  the  ground;  tame. — Halcyons, 
or  gulls.— Stag  and  hind,  young.— Aviary,  very  large :  the  net,  wire. — ^Black 
ftag  of  China,  fmall. — Rhinoceros,  the  horn  broken  and  pared  away,  which, 
I  fuppofc,  will  grow  I  the  balls,  I  think,  four  inches  crols  -,  the  flcin  folds  like 
loofe  cloth  doubled  over  his  body,  and  crofs  his  hips  j  a  vaft  animal  thoxigh 
young ;  as  big,  perhaps,  as  four  oxen. — The  young  elephant,  with  his  tulks 
Juft  appearing. — ^The  brown  bear  put  out  his  pawsj — all  very  tame. — ^The 
lion.*— The  tigers  I  did  not  well  view. — The  camel,  or  dromedary  with  two 
bunches,  called  the  Huguin  %  taller  than  any  horfe. — Two  camels  with  one 
bunch.— Among  the  birds  was  a  pelican,  who  being  let  out,  went  to  a 
fountain^  and  Iwam  about  to  catch  fiih.  His  feet  well  webbed :  he  dipped  hi^- 
head)  and  turned  his  long  bill  fidewiie.  He  caught  two  or  three  fifh,  but  did. 
not  eat  them.  t 

^*  Trianon  is  a  kind  of  retreat  appendant  to  Verfailles.  It  has  An  open  portico; 
the  pftvcmcnt,  and,  I  tliink,  the  pillars,  of  marble*— There  are  many  rooms 
which  I  do  not  diftinftly  remember. — ^A  table  of  porphyry,  about  five  feet 
long,  and  between  two  and  three  broad,  given  to  Lewis  XIV.  by  the  Venetian 
State.— In  the  council-room  almoft  all  that  was  not  door  or  window^  was,  I 
think,  looking-glafs.-^Little  Trianon  is  a  fmall  palace  like  a  gentleman's^ 
houfe.— The  upper  floor  paved  with  brick. — Little  Vienne. — The  court  i8% 
ill  paved.-^The  rooms  at  the  top  are  fmall,  fit  to  footh  the  ima^nation  with 
privacy.     In  the  front  of  Verfailles  are  finall  bafons  of  water  on  the  terrace>, 

■  Sec  p.  503. 

^  This  epithet  ihould  be  applied  to  this  animal  with  one  bundh^ 

and 
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and  other  baf<Mis,  I  think,  below  them.— There  arc  little  courts.— The  great 
gallery  is  wainfcotted  with  mirrors,  not  very  large,  but  joined  by  frames.  I 
iiippofe  the  large  plates  were  not  yet  made. — The  pky-houfe  was  very  large.— 
The  chapel  I  do  not  remember  if  we  faw. — We  faw  one  chapel,  but  I  am 
not  certain  whether  there  or  at  Trianon.— The  foreign  office  paved  with 
bricks.^ — The  dinner  half  a  Louis  each,  and,  I  think,  a  Louis  oven— Money 
given  at  Menagerie,  three  livres ;  at  palace,  fix  livres. 

"  Odt.  23.  Monday.  Laft  night  I  wrote  to  Levet.*— We  went  to  lee  the 
looking-glafles  wrought.  They  come  from  Normandy  in  call  plates, 
perhaps  the  third  of  an  inch  thick.  At  Paris  they  are  ground  upon  a 
marine  table,  by  rubbing  one  plate  on  another  with  grit  between  them. 
The  various  fands,  of  which  there  are  faid  to  be  five,  I  could  not  learn. 
The  handle,  by  which  the  upper  glafs  is  moved,  has  the  form  of  a  wheel, 
which  may  be  moved  in  all  direftions.  The  plates  are  fent  up  with  their 
fiirfaces  ground,  but  not  polilhed,  and  fo  continue  till  they  are  bcfpoken, 
left  dme  fliould  fpoil  the  furface,  as  we  were  told.  Thofe  that  arc  to  be 
polifhed,  are  laid  on  a  table  covered  with  feveral  thick  cloths,  hard  itrained,  that 
the  rcfiftance  may  be  equal  j  they  are  then  rubbed  with  a  hand  rubber,  held 
down  hard  by  a  contrivance  which  I  did  not  well  underftand.  The  powder 
which  is  ufed  laft  feemed  to  me  to  be  iron  diflblved  in  aqua  fortis :  they 
called  it,  as  Baretd  faid,  marc  de  l*eau  firfe,  which  he  thought  was  dregs. 
They  mentioned  vitriol  and  faltpetre.  The  cannon  ball  fwam  in  the  quick- 
filver.  To  fJvcr  them,  a  leaf  of  beaten  tin  is  laid,  and  rubbed  with  quick- 
filver,  to  which  it  unites.  Then  more  quickfilver  is  poured  upon  it,  which, 
by  its  mutual  [attraftion]  rifes  very  high.  Then  a  paper  is  laid  at  the  nearcft 
end  of  the  plate,  over  which  the  glafs  is  Aided  rill  it  lies  upon  the  plate, 
having  driven  much  of  the  quickfilver  before  it.  It  is  then,  I  think,  preffe4 
upon  cloths,  and  then  fet  floping  to  drop  the  fuperfluous  mercury  j  the  flope 
is  daily  heigdiened  towards  a  perpendicular. 

*^  In  the  way  I  law  the  Grcve,  the  mayor's  houfe,  and  the  Baftile. 

"  We  then  went  to  Sans-terre,  a  brewer.  He  brews  with  about  as  much 
malt  as  Mr.  Thrale,  and  fells  his  beer  at  the  fame  price,  though  he  pays  no 
duty  for  malt,  and  little  more  than  half  as  much  for  beer.  Beer  is  fold 
retail  at  6d.  a  bottle.  He  brews  4,cx)o  barrels  a  year.  There  are  feventecn 
brewers  in  Paris,  of  whom  none  is  fuppofcd  to  brew  more  dian  he :  — • 
icckonin^  them  at  3,000  each,  they  make  51,000  a  year.-^They  make  their 
malt,  for  malting  is  here  no  trade. 

"  The  jjnoat  of  the  Baftile  is  dry. 
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"  Oft.  24.  Tticfday.  We  vifited  the  King's  library — ^I  faw  the  Speadum 
humane  Salvatmiisy  rudely  printed,  with  ink,  fometimes  pale,  fometimcs  black; 
part  fuppofcd  to  be  with  wooden  types,  and  part  with  pages  cut  on  boards^— ^ 
The  Bible,  fiippofed  to  be  older  than  that  of  Mentz,  in  6  2 :  it  has  no  date ; 
it  is  fuppofcd  to  have  been  printed  with  wooden  types.— I  am  in  doubt  j  the 
print  is  large  and  fair,  in  two  folios,*— Another  book  was  fhown  me,  fuppofcd 
to  havf  been  printed  with  wooden  types;— I  think,  Durandi  Sanoluarium  in  58. 
This  is  inferred  from  the  difference  of  form,  fometimes  feen  in  the  faiT&e 
letter,  which  might  be  ftruck  with  different  puncheons.— The  regular 
fimilitude  of  moft  letters  proves  better  that  they  are  naetal.— I  faw  nothing 
but  the  Speculum  which  I  had  not  feen,  I  think,  before. 

"  Thence  to  the  Sorbonne. — The  library  very  large,  not  in  lattices  Ufcc 
the  King's.  Marbone  and  Durandi,  q.  colleftion  14  vol.  Scriptores  de 
rebus  Gallicis,  many  folios. — Hiftoire  Genealogique  of  France^  9  vol. — Gallia 
Cbrifiiana^  the  firft  edition,  4to.  the  laft,  f.  1 2  voL — ^The  Prior  and  Librarian 
dined  [with  us]  :--I  waited  on  them  home.— Their  garden  pretty,  with  covered 
walks,  but  fmall  s  yet  may  hold  many  ftudents. — ^The  Doftors  of  the  Sor- 
bonne are  all  equal  j — choofe  thofe  who  fucceed  to  vacancies.— Profit  little. 

"  Oft.  25.  Wednelday.    I  went  with  the  Prior  to  St.  Cloud,  to  fee  Dr. 

Hooke. — We  walked  round  the  palace,  and  had  fbn)e  talk.— J  dined  with 

our  whole  company  at  the  Monaflery. — ^In  the  library,  Beroaldy^-^Cymmy*-^ 

3lr/«j,— from  Boccace  Oratio  Preverbialisi    to   the  Virgin,   from  Petrarch; 

Falkland  to  Sandys; — Dryden's  Preface  to  the  third  vol.  of  Mifcellanies '. 

"  Oft.  26.  Thurfday.  We  faw  the  china  at  Scve,   cut,   ^azed,  painted. 

Bellevue,  a  pleafing  houfe,  not  great :  fine  profpeft.— Meudon,  an  old  palace.-** 

Alexander  in  porphyry :  hollow  between  eyes  and  nofe,  thin  cheeks.— Plato 

and  Ariftotle.— Noble  terrace  overlooks  the  town.— *St.  Cloud. — ^Gallery  not 

very  high,  nor  grand,  but  pleafmg. — In  the  rooms>  Michael  Angelo,  drawn 

by  himfelf.  Sir  Thomas  More,  Des  Cartes,  Bochart,  Naudaeus,  Mazarine.— > 

Gilded  wainfcot,  fo  common  that  it  is  not  minded.-— Gough  and  Kcene.— 

Hboke  came  to  us  at  the  inn.— -A  mef&ge  from  Drumgouldy 

"  Oft.   27.   Friday.     I  flaid  at   home.— -Gough  and  Keene,    and  Mrs. 

S 's   friend  dined  with  us.— This  day  we  began  tx>  have  a  fire.— 

The  weather  is  grown  very  cold,  and  I  fear,  has  a  bad  effeft  upon  my  breathy 
which  has  grown  much  more  free  and  eafy  in  this  country. 

"  Sat,  Oft.  28.    I  vifited  the  Grand   Chartreux  built  by  St.  Louis.— 
It  is  built  for  forty,  but  contains  only  twenty-four,  and  will  not  maintain 

'  He  means,  I  fuppofc,  that  he  read  thefc  different  pieces,  while  he  remained  in  the  library. 
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iiM)re.— The  friar  that  j5)oke  to  us  had  a  pretty  apartment.— Mr,  Baretti 
fays,  four  rgoms  j  I  remember  but  three. — His  books  feemed  to  be  French,— 
His  garden  was  neat;  he  gave  me  grapes. — ^Wc  faw  the  Place  de  Viftoire, 
with  the  ftatues  of  the  King,  and  the  captive  nations. 

"  We  faw  the  palace  and  gardens  of  Luxembourg,  but  the  gallery  was 
Ihut. — ^We  climbed  to  the  top  flairs. — ^I  dined  with  Colbrooke,  who  had  much 
company : — ^Foote,  Sir  George  Rodney,  Motteux>  Udfon,  Taaf— Called  on 
the  Prior,  and  found  him  in  bed, 

'  "  Hotel— a  guinea  a  day. — ^Coach,  three  guineas  a  week. — Valet  de  place, 
three  L  a  day. — Avant-eoureury  a  guinea  a  week.i — Ordinary  dinner,  fix 
L  ^  head.— Our  ordinary  feems  to  be  about  five  guineas  a  day. — Our 
extraordinary  expences,  as  diverfions,  gratuities,  clothes,  I  cannot  reckon.*-* 
Our  travelling  is  ten  guineas  a  day. 

«  White  ftoekings,  1 8  1.  Wig.— Hat. 

«  Sunday,  Oft.  29.    We  faw  tke  boarding-fchool— The  Enfanstroicves.^-^ 
A  room  with  about  eighty-fix  children  in  cradles,  as  fweet  as  a  parlour.— 
They  lofe  a  third;  take  in  to  perhaps  more  than  fcven  [years  old];   put 
them  to  trades ;  pin  to  them  the  papers  fent  with  them. — ^Want  nurfes.— Saw 
their  chapeL 

*'  Went  to  St.  Euftatiai  faw  an  innumerable  company  of  girls  catechifed,. 

in  many  bodies,  perhaps  100  to  a  catechift. — Boys  taught  at  one  time,    girls- 
at  another.— The  fermon ;  the  preacher  wears  a  cap,  which  he  takes  off  at 
the  name :— -his  aftion  uniform,  not  very  violent.. 

"  Oft.  JO.  Monday.  We  faw  the  library  of  St.  Germain.— A  very  noble 
colleftion.— ^<?^>f  Druhiorum  Officiorum^  1459:— -a  letter,  fquare  like  that 
of  the  Offices y  perhaps  the  fame.— The  Codexy  by  Fufl  and  Gemfheym.— 
MeurfiHs^  12  v.  foL— y/»jtf^i/j,  in  French,  3  v,  fol.— CAXHOLicoN^ir^ftf/^i&^/ftf, 
but  of  1460. — ^Two  other  editions  ^.  one  by. 

jiuguftin.  de  Civitate  T>dy  without  name,  date,  or  place,  but  of  Fufl*s  fquare 
letter  as  it  feems.  -^ 

**  I  dined  with  Col.  Drumgould ;— had  a  pleafing  afternoon.  ^ 

"  Some   of  the  books  of  St..  Germain's  fland.  in  prefles  from  the  waII,  . 
like  thofe  at  Oxford; 

^  I  have  looked  in  vain  into  De  Bore,  Meernian,  Mattaire,  and  other  typographical  books, 
for  the  two>€ditions  of  the  «*  Cmholkon,'^  which  Dr.  Johnfon  mentions  here,  with  namet  which  - 
I  cannot  make  out.     I  read  ",one  by  Latimm^  one  by  Boedinm,''  I  have  depofited  the  original  MS. 
in  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  where  the  curious  miy  foe  it.     My  grateful  acknowledgements  are  due  • 
CO  Mr.  Planta  fbr  the  trouble  he  was  pleaiied  to  take  in  aiding  my  refeaKhet* 

«  oa. 


THE    LIFE    OF    biL    jOHKSON. 

^*  Oft.  31.  TuelHay.    I  lived  at   tJie  Benedidmes ;  meagre  day;   fdtop 

meagre,  herrings,  eels,  both  with  fauce;  fryed  fifh ;  lentils,  taftelefs  m  them- 

felres.  In  the  library ;  where  I  found  Maffeus^s  de  Ktftortd  bidicd :  PrtmoiUmum 

flcEterey  to  douhk  the  Cape.  I  parted  very  tenderly  from  the  Prior  and  Friar  Wilkes; 

**  Makre  es  ArtSy  2  y. — Bacc.  Theol  3  yj^^Ucentiatey  2  y.^^Doffor  Tb. 
2  y.  in  all  9  years. — ^For  the  doftoratc  three  difputations.  Major,  Mimri 
Sorlnmica.''^Stv^r2X  colleges  llipprcfled,  and  tnmsferred  to  that  which  was 
the  Jefijit's  College. 

"  Nov.  I,  Wednefday.  We  left  Paris,— St*  Dents,  a  large  tofwn;  the 
church  not  very  large,  but  the  middle  ifle  is  very  lofty  and  awefiil.— On  tbe 
left  are  chapels  built  beyond  the  line  of  the  wall,  which  deftroy  Ae  fym- 
metry  of  the  fides.^-^The  organ  is  higher  above  the  pavement  than  any  \: 
have  ever  feen. — The  gates  are  of  brais.— On  die  naiddle  gate  is  the  hiftpiy- 
<)f  our  Lx>rd.-r-'The  painted  windows  are  hiftorical,  and  laid  to  be  eminently 
beautiful — We  were  at  another  church  belonging  to  a  conVeat,  .of  which  the 
portal  is  a  dome ;.  wc  could  not  enter  further^  and  it  was  almoft  dark.    , 

"  Nov.  2.  Thursday.  We  came  this  day  to  ChantiUy,  a  feat  belonging 
to  the  Prince  of  Conde.— This  place  is  eminently  beautified  by  aU  variedes 
of  waters  darting  up  in  fountains,  falling  in  cafcades,  running  in  ftreanrvs,  and 
fpread  in  lakes. — The  water  feems  to  be  too  near  the  houfe.— 'All  this  water 
is  brought  from  a  fource  or  river  diree  leagues  off,  by  an  artificial  canal'j 
which  for  one  league  is  carried  under  ground.— The  houfe  is  magnificent. — 
^he  cabinet  feems  well  (locked :  what  I  remember  was,  the  jaws  of  a  hippo- 
potarnus,  and  a  young  hippopotamus  preferved,  which,  however,  is  fo  foiall 
that  I  doubt  its  reality.— ^t  feems  too  hairy  for,  an  abortion,  and  too  fnnaU 
for  a  mature  birth.— Nothing  was  in  fpirits  j  all  was  dry.— The  dog;  the  deer; 
the  ant-bear  with  long  fnout. — The  toucan,  long  broad  beak.— The  ftablcs 
were  of  very  great  length. — ^The  kennel  had  no  fcents. — ^There  was  a  mockery 
t>f  a  village.-*— The  Menagerie- had  few  animals  *.— Two  fauflans  %  or  Brafilian 
wgjfels,  Ipotted,  very  wild. — ^There  is  a  foreft,  and,    I  think,   a  park,—. 

'  The  wntinff  is  (b  bsd  here,  that  the  names  of  fewral  of  the  animals  could  not  be  decyphered 
without  much  mbre  acquaintance  with  natural  hiftory  than  I  poflefs.  Df.  Blagden,  with  his  ufual 
politenels^  moft  obligingly  examined  the  MS.  To  that  gentleman,  and  to  Dr.  Gray,  of  the  Britiih 
Mufeum,  who  alfo  very  Kadily  a€ifted  me>  I  brg  leave  to  exprefe  ny  beft  thanks. 

^  It  is  thus  written  by  Johnfon,  from  the  French  pronunciation  of  Foffimc.  It  jihould  be 
obferved,  that  the  perfon  who  (howed  this  Menagerie  was  miftaken  in  fup^iing  Hb^fiffane  and 
the  Brafilian  weafel  to  be  the  fame«  the  foffane  being  a  different  animal,  and  a  native  of  Ma> 
dagafcar.    I  find  them»  however^  upon  one  pkte  in  Pennant's  "  Synopfis  of  Qjiadrttpeds/' 

2  I  walked 
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I  inralked  till  I  was  very  weary>  and  next  morning  felc  my  feet  battered,  and 
with  psuns  in  the  toes* 

^'  Nov^j.  Friday.  We  came  to  Compiegne>  a  very  large  town,  with  a  royal 
palace  built  round  a  pentagonal  court.— The  court  is  raifed  upon  vaults,,  and 
hasj  I  fuppofe  an  entry  on  one  fide  by  a  gentle  rifc. — ^Talk  of  painting.—- 
The  church  is  not  very  large,  but  very  elegant  and  Iplcndid.— I  had  at  firft 
great  difficulty  to  walk,  but  motion  grew  continually  eaficr*^— At  night  we  came 
to  Noyon,  an  epifcopal  city.— The  cathedral  is  very  beautiful,  the  pillars 
altaernately  Gothiek  and  Corinthian.— We  entered  a  very  noble  parochial 
church.-—  Noyon  is  walled,  and  is  faid  to  be  three  miles  round* 

"  Nov.  4.  Saturday.  We  rofe  very  early,  and  came  through  St.  Quintiit 
to  Cambray,  not  long  after  three. — ^We  went  to  an  Englifli  nunnery,  to 
give  a  letter  to  Father  Welch,  the  confeflbr,  who  came  to  vifit  us  in  the  evening. 

^  Nov.  5.  Sunday.  We  faw  the  cathedral. — ^It  is  very  beautiful,  with, 
cfhapels  on  each  fide.— The  choir  fplendid,— The  baluftrade  in  t)ne  part 
brafs. — ^The  NefF  very  high  and  grand. — ^The  altar  filver  as- far  as  it  is  feen.-^ 
The  veftments  very  fplendid.— ;At  the  Benedidincs  church  '* 

Here  his  journal  ^  ends  abruptly.  Whether  he  wrote  any  more  after  this 
time,  I  know  not ;  but  probably  not  much,  as  he  arrived  in  England  about 
the  1 2th  of  November.  Thefe  fhort  notes  of  his  tour,  though  they  may  fcem 
minute  taken  nngly»  make  together  a  confiderable  mals  of  information,  and 
exliibit  fuch  an  ardour  of  enquiry  and  acutenels  of  examination,,  as,  I  believe^ 
are  found  in  but  few  travellers,  efpecially  at  an  advanced  age.  They  com- 
pletely refute  the  idle  notion  which  has  been  propagated,  that  be  could  not  fee  i 
and,  if  he  had  taken  the  trouble  to  revife  and  cU^geft  them,  he  undoubtedly 
could  have  expanded  them  into  a  very  entertaining  narrative^ 

When  I  met  him  in  London  the  following  year,  die  account  which  he  gave 
me  of  his  French  tour,  was,  "  Sir,  I  have  feen  aU  the  vifibilitics  of  Paris,  and 
around  it  i  but  to  have  formed  an  acquaintance  with  the  people  there,  would 
have  required  more  time  than  I  could  ftay.  I  was  juft  beginning  to  creep  into 
acquaintance  by  means  of  Colonel  Drumgould,  a  very  high  man.  Sir,  head  of 
UExote  Militaire^  a  moft  complete  charailcr,  for  he  had  firft  been  a  profeflbr 
of  rhetorickjj  and  dien  became  a  foldier.  And,  Sir,  I  was  very ,  kindly 
treated  by  the  Engliih  Benedidines,  and  have  a  cell  appropriated  to  me  in 
their  convent." 

7  My  worthy  and  ingenioos  fiiend»  Mr.  Andrew  Lumii^aine^  by  his  accurate  acquaintance 
with  France,  enabled  me  to  ipake  out  many  pcopet  names,  which  Dr.  JohnfoQ  had  written 
indlftin^y,  and  fometimes  fpelt  erroi^eoafly. 

He 
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-1775.  He  obfcrved,  "  The  great  in  France  live  very  magnificendy,  but  the  rcflf 

^^^^^^f^  "Very  miferably.  There  is  no  happy  middle  ftate  as  in  England.  The  fliops  of 
Paris  are  mean ;  the  meat  in  the  markets  is  fuch  as  would  be  fent  to  a  gaol 
in  England :  and  Mr.  Thrale  juftly  obfcrved,  that  the  cookeiy  of  the  French 
\f^s  forced  upon  them  by  neceffi^y  j  for  they  could  not  eat  their  meat,  unlefs 
they  added  fome  tafte  to  it-     The  French  are  an  indelicate  people ;  they  will 

fpit  upon  any  place.     At  Madame  ^ 's,    a  literary  lady  of  rank,  the 

footman  took  the  fugar  in  his  fingers,  and  threw  it  into  my  coffee-  I  was 
going  to  put  it  afide;  but  hearing  it  was  made  on  purpofe  for  me,  I  e'en 
tailed  Tom's  fingers.  The  fame  lady  would  needs  make  tea  a  VAngloife. 
The  fpout  of  the  tea-pot  did  not  pour  freely:  fhe  bade  the  footman  blow  into 
it.  France  is  worfe  than  Scotland  in  every  thing  but  climate.  Nature  has 
done  more  for  the  French  j  but  they  have  done  lefs  for  themfelves  than  the* 
Scotch  have  done." 

It  happened  that  Foote  was  at  Paris  at  the  fame  time  with  Dr-  Johnfon, 
and  his  dcfcription  o(  my  friend  while  there  was  abundantly  ludicrous. 
He  told  me,  that  the  French  were  quite  aftonilhed  at  his  figure  and  manner, 
and  at  his  drefs,  which  he  obftinately  continued  exaftly  as  in  London  j — ^his 
brown  clothes,  black  ftockings,  and  plain  fliirt-  He  mentioned,  that  an  Irifli 
gentleman  faid  to  Johnfon,  "  Sir,  you  have  not  fecn  the  beft  French  players." 
Johnson.  "  Players,  Sir !  I  look  on  them  as  no  better  than  creatures  fct 
upon  tables  and  joint-ftools  to  make  faces  and  produce  laughter,  like  dancing 
dogs." — *'  But,  Sir,  you  will  allow  that  fome  players  are  better  than  others  ?** 
Johnson.  *'  Yes,  Sir,  as  fome  dogs  dance  better  than  others." 

While  Johnfon  was  in  France,  he  was  generally  very  refolute  in  fpeaking 
Latin.  It  was  a  maxim  wfth  him  that  a  man  Ihould  not  let  himfelf  down, 
by  fpeaking  a  language  which  he  fpeaks  impcrfeftly.  Indeed,  we  muft  have 
often  obfcrved  how  inferiour,  how  much  like  a  child  a  man  appears,  who 
^eaks  a  broken  tongue.  When  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds,  at  one  of  the  dinners 
of  the  Royal  Academy,  prefented  him  to  a  Frenchman  of  great  diftinftion,  he 
would  not  deign  to  fpeak  French,  but  talked  Latin,  though  his  Excellency 
did  not  underftand  it,  owing,  perhaps,  to  Johnfon's  Englifli  pronunciation : 
yet  upon  another  occafion  he  was  obfcrved  to  fpeak  French  to  a  Frenchman 
of  high  rank,  who  (poke  Englifh ;  and  being  afked  the  reafon,  with  Ibme 
exprcflion  of  furprize, — he  anfwered,  *'  Becaufc  I  think  my  French  is  as  good 
as  his  Englifh."  Though  Johnfon  underftood  French  perfeftly,  he  could  not 
fpeak  it  readily,  as  I  have  obferved  at  his  firft  interview  with  General  Paoli, 
in  1769}  yet  he  wrote  it,  I  imagine,  very  well,  as  appears  from  fome  of  his 
letters  in  Mrs.  Piozzi's  coUedtion^  of  which  I  Ihall  traofcribe  one. 

6  A  Madame 
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A  Madame  La  Comtejfe  de 

July  16.  1771. 
**  0  Uly  MadamCy  le  moment  efi  arrive^  ei  il  faut  queje  parte*  Mais 
fourquoi  faut  il  partir  ?  Eft  ce  que  je  m* ennuye  ?  Je  ntemuyerai  alleurs.  Eft  ce 
queje  cberche  ou  quelque  plaiftr,  ou  quelque  Joulagement?  Je  tie  cbercbe  rien^  je 
fCeffere  rten.  jiller  voir  ce  que  jai  vu,  etre  un  peu  rejoue^  un  peu  degoute^  ne 
refouvenir  que  la  vie  Je  pafe,  et  qu^elle  Je  pajje  en  vain,  me  plaindre  de  moi, 
m*endurcir  aux  dehors;  void  k  tout  de  ce  qu*on  compte  pour  les  delices  de  Vanne. 
^le  Dieu  vous  donncy  Madame,  tous  les  agrimens  de  la  vie,  avec  un  ejpri.  qui 
peut  enjouirjans  s'y  livrer  trop^ 

Here  let  me  not  forget  a  curious  anecdote,  as  related  to  me  by  Mr. 
Beauclerk,  which  I  fhall  endeavour  to  exhibit  as  well  as  I  can  in  that 
gendeman's  lively  manner  \  and  in  juftice  to  him  it  is  proper  to  add,  that 
Dr.  Johnfon  Cold  me,  I  might  rely  both  on  the  corrednefs  of  his 
memory,  and  the  fidelity  of  his  narrative.  "  When  Madame  de  Boufflers 
was  firft  in  England,  (faid  Beauclerk,)  fhe  was  defirous  to  fee  Johnfon.  I 
accordingly  went  with  her  to  his  chambers  in  the  Temple,  where  fhe  was 
entertained  with  his  converfation  for  fome  time.  When  our  vifit  was  over, 
flie  and  I  left  him,  and  were  got  into  Inner  Temple-lane,  when  all  at  once 
I  heard  a  noife  like  thunder.  This  was  occiafioried  by  Johnfon,  wlio  it  feems 
upon  a  little  recolleftion,  had  taken  it  into  his  head  that  he  ought  to  have' 
done  the  honours  of  his  literary  rcfidence  to  a  foreign  lady  of  quality,  and 
eager  to  fhew  himfelf  a  man  of  gallantry,  was  hurrying  down  the  ftair- 
cafe  in  violent  stgitarion.  He  overtook  us  before  we  reached  the  Temple- 
gate,  and  brulhing  in  between  me  and  Madame  de  Boufflers,  feifed  her 
hand,  and  condufted  her  to  her  coach.  His  drefs  was  a  rufty  brown 
momfaig  fuit,  a  pair  of  old  Ihoes  by  way  of  flippers,  a  little  flirivelled 
wig  fticking  on  the  top  of  his  head,  and  the  fleeves  of  his  Ihirt  and  the 
knees  of  his  breeches  hanging  looftr.  A  confiderable  crowd  of  people 
gadiered  round,  and  were  not  a  little  ftruck  by  this  Angular  ap- 
pearance." 

He  fpoke  Latin  with  wonderful  fluency  and  clegarice.  When  Pcrc 
Sofcovich  was  in  England,  Johnfon  dined  in  company  with  him  at  Sir  Joftiua 
RcynoWs's,  and  at  Dr.  Douglas's,  now  Bilh6p  of  Carlifle.  Upon  both 
occaffons  Aat  celebrated  foreigner  cxprefTcd  his  aftonilhment  at  Johrtfon's 
liaRxn  comrerf^tion. 

U  u  u  ^^ 
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To  Dr^  Samuel  Johnson. 

«  My  DEAR  Sir,  Edinbargh,  Dec.  ^  177?. 

^  Mr.  Alexander  Maclean,  the  prefent  young  Laird  of  Col,  being^ 
to  fet  out  to-morrow  for  London,  I  give  him  this  letter  to  introduce  him  to 
your  acquaintance.  The  kindnefs  which  you  and  I  experienced  from  his 
brother,  whofe  unfortunate  death  we  fmcerely  lament,  will  make  us  always 
defirous  to  fhew  attention  to  any  branch  of  the  family.  Indeed,  you  have 
fo  much  of  the  true  Highland  cordiality,  that  I  am  fure  you  would  have 
thought  me  to  blame  if  I  had  neglefted  to  recommend  to  you  this  Hebridean 
prince,  in  whofe  ifland  we  were  hofpitably  entertained.  I  ever  am  with 
reipeftful  attachment,  my  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  obliged 

**  And  moft  humble  Servant, 

"  James  Boswell/" 

Mr.  Maclean  returned  with  the  moft  agreeable  accounts  of  the  polite 
attention  with  which  he  was  received  by  Dr.  Johnfon. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year  Dr.  Burney  informs  me,  that  "  he  very  frequently 
met  Dr.  Johnfon  at  Mr.  Thrale's>  at  Streatham,  where  they  had  many  long 
converfations,  often  fitting  up  as  long  as  the  fire  arid  candles  lafted,  and 
much  longer  than  the  patience  of  the  fervants  fubfifted." 

A  few  of  Johnfon 's  fayings,  which  that  gentleman  recollefts,  Ihall  here  be 
inferted. 

"  I  never  take  a  nap  after  dinner*  but  when  I  have  had  a  bad  night,  and. 
then  the  nap  takes  me." 

"  The  writer  of  an  epitaph  fhould  not  be  confidered  as  faying  nothing  but 
what  is  ftriftly  true.  Allowance  muft  be  made  for  fome  degree  of  exagr 
gerated  praife.     In  lapidary  infcriptions  a  man  is  not  upon  oath." 

*^  There  is  now  lefs  flogging  in  our  great  fchools  than  formerly,  but  then; 
kfs  is  learned  there;  fo  that  what  the  boys  get  at  one  end,  they  lofe  at  die  other." 

"  More  is  learned  in  publick  than  in  private  fchools,  from  emulation  j  there 
is  the  coUifion  of  mind  with  mind>  or  the  radiation  of  many  minds  pointing 
to  one  center.  Though  few  boys  make  their  own  excrcifes,  yet  if  a  good; 
exercife  is  givea  up,  out  of  a  great  number  of  boys,  it  is  made  by  fomebodyJ* 

"  I  hate  bye-roads  in  education.  Education  is  as  well  known,  and  has. 
long  been  as  well  known, .  as  ever  it  can  be.    Endeavouring  to  make  children, 

5  .  '  prematurely 
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prenfiaturely  wife  is  ufelcfs  labour.     Suppofe  they  have  more  knowledge  at     1775^- 
five  or  fix  years  old  than  other  children,  what  ufe  can  be  made  of  it?     It  ^J^JTas! 
wiU  be  loft  before  it  is  wanted,  and  the  wafte  of  fo  much  time  and  labour  of 
the  teacher  can  never  be  repaid.     Too  much  is  expefted  from  precocity, 
and  too  little  performed.     Mife  "^  ''^^^^  was  an  inftance  of  early  cultivarionj 
but  in  what  did  it  terminate  ?    In  marrying  a  little  Prefbyterian  parfon,  who 
'  keeps  an  infant  boarding-fchool,  fo  that  all  her  employment  now  is,  *  to 
fuckle  fools  and  chronicle  fmall  beer/   She  tells  the  children,  *  This  is  a  cat, 
\  and  that  is  a  dog,  with  four  legs  and  a  tail;  fee  there !  you  are  much  better 
than  a  cat  or  a  dog,  for  you  can  fpeak.'    If  I  had  bcftowed  fuch  an  education 
on  a  daughter,  and  had  difcovered  that  Ihe  thought  a(  marrying  fuch  a 
fellow,  I  would  have  fent  her  to  the  Congre/s.** 

^  After  having  talked  flightingly  of  mufick,  he  was  obferved  to  liften 
very  attentively  while  Mifs  Thrale  played  on  the  harpfichord,  and  with 
cagernefs  he  called  to  her,  "  Why  don't  you  dalh  away  like  Buraey  ?*'  Dn 
Burney  upon  this  faid  to  him,  "  I  believe.  Sir,  we  ftiall  make  a  mufician  of 
you  at  laft/'  Johnfon  with  candid  complacency  replied,  "  Sir,  1  Ihall  be 
glad  to  have  a  new  fcnfe  given  to  me." 

He  had  come  down  one  morning  to  the  breakfeft-room,  and  been  a 
confiderable  time  by  himfelf  before  any  body  appeared.  When  on  a  fubfequent 
day,  he  was  twitted  by  Mrs.  Thrale  for  being  very  late,  which  he  generally 
was,  he  defended  himfelf  by  alluding  to  the  extraordinary  morning, 
when  he  had  been  too  early,  "  Madam,  I  do  not  like  to  come  down  to  vacuity.** 

Dr.  Burney  having  remarked  that  Mr.  Garrick  was  beginning  to  look 
oM,  he  faid,  *^  Why,  Sir,  you  are  not  to  wonder  at  that;  no  man*s  face  has 
had  more  wear  and  tear." 

Not  having  heard  from  him  for  a  longer  time  than  I  fuppofod  he  would 
be  filent,  I  wrote  to  him  December  1 8,  not  in  good  fpirits,  **  Sometimes 
I  have  been  afraid  that  the  cold  which  has  gone  over  Europe  this  year  like 
a  fort  of  peftilence,  has  feifed  you  feverely;  fometimes  my  imagination,, 
which  is  upon  occafions  prolifick  of  evil,  hath  figured  that  you  may  have 
fcmehow  taken  offence  at  fome  part  of  my  conduft." 

^0  James  Boswell,  Ef<i.. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

"  NEVER  dream  of  any  ofience,  how  (hould  you  oflFend  me? 
I  confider  your  friendlhip  as  a  poflfcfllon,  which  I  intend  to  hold  till  you 
take  it  fi*om  me,  and  to  lament  if  ever  by  my  &ult  I  Ihould  lofe  it; 

However, 
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However,  when  fuch  fufpkriQns  find  their  way  into  your  mind,  always  give 
them  ycntj  I  (hall  make  hafte  to  diiperic  thenv  bi£  hinder  their  firft  ingrefi 
if  you  can.     ConfKler  fuch  thoughts  as  morbki, 

**  Such  illncfs  as  may  excufe  my  omifTion  to  Lord  Hailes  I  cannot  boneftly 
plead-  I  have  been  hindered  I  know  not  how,  by  a  fucceffion  of  petty 
obftrufiions. .  I  hope  to  mend  immediately,  and  ta  fend  next  poft  to  hi$ 
Lordfhip.  Mr.  Thrale  would  have  written  to  you  if  I  had  omitted  -,  he  fends 
his  compliments,  and  wifhes  to  iee.you. 

'^  You  and  your  lady  will  now  have  no  more  wrangling  about  feudal 
inheritance.  How  does  the  yoking  Laird  of  Auchinleck  ?  1  fuppofe  Mifs 
Veronica  is  grown  a  reader  and  difcourfer. 

"  I  have  juft  now  got  a  cough,  but  it  has  never  yet  hindered  me  fiom 
keeping ;  I  have  had  quieter  nights  than  are  common  with  me. 

^<  I  cannot  but  rejoice  that  Jofeph  ^  has  had  the  wit  to  find  the  way  back. 
He  is  a  fine  fellow,  and  one  of  the  beft  travellers  in  the  world. 

<^  Young  Col  brought  me  your  letter.  He  is  a  very  pleafing  youth. 
I  took  him  two  days  ago  to  the  Mitre>  and  we  dined  tx>gether*  I  was  as 
civil  as  I  had  the  means  of  being. 

^^  I  have  had  a  letter  from  Ra&y,  acknowledging,  with,  great  appearance  of 
iatisfaftion^  the  infertion  in  the  Edinburgh  paper.  I  am  very  ^Haii  that  it  was 
done, 

^*  My  compliments  to  Mrs.  Bofwell,  v^odoes  not  love  nte^  and  of.  ail 
the  reft»  I  need  only  fend  them  to  thofe  that  do ;  and  I  am  afiraid  it  will  ^im 
you  very  litde  trouble  to  diftributc  them.    I  am>  my  dear,  dear  Sir^ 

**  Your  affcftionate  humble  fervantj 

«  December  25,  1775^  SaMv  JohnSOk/* 


*- Jofeph  Rieter,.  a  Bohcnuan^  wba  waa  in  my  fervtce  many  yean,  and  attended  Dr.  Jolinfbfk 
a^  me  ia  our  Tour  to  th^  Hebrides.  After  having  left  me  for  ibmc  time,  be  bad  now 
f cturoed  to  me* 


THE  END   OF  THE   FIRST  VOLUME. 
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